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A 

GENERAL COLLECTION 

OF 

VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 


NORTH JMERICH, continued. 


THE 

GENERAL HISTORY 

OF 

VIRGINIA, NEW ENGLAND, and TIIE SUMMER ISLES : 

WITH THE 

Names of the Adventurers, Plantirs, and Governors, from their firft beginning, Anno l S ? 4 -> t0 this 
picfcut 1624 ; with the Pioceedings of thofe fcveral Colonies, and the Accidents that detail them 
in all their Journies and Dilcoveriets. 

ALSO, 

Tllfi MARS AND DESCRIPTIONS OF ALL THOSE COUNTRIES, THEIR COMMODITIES* 
PEOPLE, GOVERNMENT, CUSTOMS, AND RLLlUION, VET KNOWN. 

Divided into Six Boots. 

By Captain John Smith, 

Sometime Governor in thofe Countries, and Admiral of Nevr England. 


TO THE HLLUSTRIOUS AND MOST NOBLE PRINCESS, THE LADY FRANCES, 
DUCHESS OF RICHMOND AND LENOX. 

May it pleafe Your Grace, 

T HIS Hidory, as for the rarity and variety of the fubjeft, fo much more for the 
judicious eyes it is like to undergo, and moft of all tor that great name, whcrcol 
it dareth implore protefiion, might and ought to have been clad m better robes than my 
rude military hand can cut out in paper ornaments. But becaufe, of the molt things 
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therein, I am no compiler by hearfay, but have been a real aftor; I take myfelf to have 
a property in them j and therefore have be§n bold tq challenge them to come, under 
the reach of my own rough pen. That, which hatK been indured and pafled through 
wi,th hardfhip and danger, is thereby fweetened to the a&or, when he becometh the 
relator. I have deeply hazarded myfelf in doing and fuffering, and why fhould 1 flick 
to hazard my reputation in recording ? He that adleth two parts is /lie more borne 
withal if he come fhort, or fail in one of them. Where fhall we look to find a Julius 
Csefar, whofe atchievements fhine as clear in his own commentaries, as Niey did in the 
field ? I confefs, my hand, though able to wield a .weapon among the barbarous, yet 
well may tremble in handling a pen rmong fo many judicious; efpecially when I am fp 
bo|d as to call fo piercing, and fo glorious an eye, as Your Grace, to view thefe poor 
figged lines. 

Yet my comfort is, that heretofore honorable and virtuous ladies, and comparable 
but ahiongft themfelves,- have offered me refeue and protection in my greatefl dangers : 
even in foreign parts, 1 have felt relief from that fcx. The beauteous Lady Tragabjg- 
zanda, when I was a flave to the Turks, did all fhe could to fecure me. When 1 over¬ 
came the Bafhaw of Nalbrits in Tartaria, the charitable' Lady Cpllamata fupplied my 
neceffities. In the utmofl of many extremities, that bluffed Pokahontas, the great 
King’s daughter of Virginia, oft faved my life. When I efcaped the cruelty of pirates 
and mod furious florms, a long time alone in a fmall boat at fe&, and driven afhore in 
France, the good lady Madam Chanoyes, bountifully affifted me. f 

And fo verily thefe my adventures have tailed the fame influence from your gratious 
hand, which hath given bi;-th to the publication of this narration. If therefore your 
Grace fhall deign to caft your eye on this poor book, view, I pray you, rather your own 
bounty (without which it had died in the womb) than my imperfections, which have no 
help but the fhrine of your glorious name to be fheltered from cenforious condemnation. 
Vouchfafe fome glimpfe of your honourable afpeft, to accept thefe my labours ; to 
proteft them under the fhadow of your excellent name : which will enable them to be 
prefented to the King’s royal Majefty, the moft admired Prince Charles, and the Queen 
of Bohemia : your lweet recommendations will make it the worthier of their good 
countenances. And as all my endeavours are their due tribute : fo this page fhall 
.record to poftcrity, that my fervice fhall be to pray to God, that you may ftill continue 

the renowned of yourfex, the moft honored of men, and the highly bleffed of God. 

' • * 

Your Grace’s faithful and devoted fervant, 

1/ !' 

JOHN SMITH. 


A PREFACE OF FOUR POINTS. 

i. THIS plain hiftory humbly Iheweth the truth; that our moft royal King James 
hath place and opportunity to in large his ancient dominions without wronging any 
(which is a condition moft agreeable to his moft juft and pious refolutions): and the 
Prince His Highnefs may fee where to plant new colonies. The gaining provinces 
addeth to the King’s crown; but the reducing heathen people to civility and true reli¬ 
gion, bringeth honour to the King of Heaven. If his princely wifdom and powerful 
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• hand, renowned through the world for admirabli government, pleafe but to fewhefe. 
new eftates into order, their ccynpofure 'iflibe fmgular: the counfel of divers is con¬ 
fided; the general ftock is confumed j nothing but the touch of the King** facred 
haiyl can eredfc a monarchy. » 

a. Moft noble Lords and worthy Gentlemen, it is your Honours that have employed 
great pahs and large expence in laying the foundation of this ftate, wherein niuch 
hath been buried under ground, yet lomething hath fprung up, and given you a 
tafte of your adventures. Let no difficulties alter your noble intentions. The action 
is an honour to your country; and the iffuc may well reimburfe you your fums ex¬ 
pended. Our pra&ices have hitherto been but effays, and iu-e ftill to be amended. 
Let your bounty fupply the neceflities of weak beginnings, and your excellent judg¬ 
ments reftify the proceedings; the return cannot choole in the end but bring you 
gobd commodities, and good contentments, by your advancing {hipping and fifliing, 
fo ufeful unto our nation. 

. 3. Ye valiant and generous fpirits, perfonal poffeffors of thefe new-found territo¬ 
ries, banifh from among you cowardice, covetoufnefs, jealoufies, and idlenefs, enemies 
to the raifing your honours and fortunes; virtue, induftry, and amity will make you 
good and great, and your merits live to enfuing ages. You that, in contempt of necef- 
fities, hazard your lives and eftates, employing your ftudies and labours in thefe fair 
endeavours, live and pVofper as I defire ray foul fhould profper. 

4. For myfelf, let emulation and envy ceafe; I ever intended my a&ions ffiould 
be upright: now my care hath been that my relations fhould give every man they 
concern their due. But had I not difeovered and lived in the moft of thofe parts, I 
could not poflibly have collefted the fubftantial truth from fuch a number of variable 
relations, that would have made a volume at leaft of a thoufand fheets. Though the 
beginning may feem harfli in regard of'the antiquities, brevity, and names, a plea- 
fanter difcourle enfues. The ftyle of a foldier is not eloquent, but honeft and jufti- 
liable; fo I defire all my friends and well-wifhers to excufe and accept it, and if any 
be fo noble as to refpeft it, he that brought New England to light, though long fince 
brought in obfeurity, he is again to be found a true fervant to all good defigns. 

So I ever reft yours to command, 

• ‘ JOHN SMITH. 


BOOK I. 

How ancient Authors report the New World, now called America, was difeovered: and 
Part thereof firjl planted by the Englijh, called Virginia, with the Accidents and 
Proceedings of the fame. 


T^OR the ftories of Arthur, Malgo, and Brandon, that fay a thoufand years ago 
X Jbey were in the North of America; or the friar of Lynn, that by his black art went 
to the North Pole in the year 1360, in that I know them not. Let this fuffice. 

The chronicles of Wales report, that Madock, fon to Owen Quineth, Prince of 
Wales, feeing his two brethren at debate who lhould inherit, prepared certain ihips, 
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. with'^men and munition, and left his country to feek adventures by fea. Leaving Ire¬ 
land north, he failed weft till he came to a land unknown. Returning home, and 
relating what jrieafant and fruitful countries he had feen without inhabitants, and for 
what barren ground his brethren and kindred did murder one another, he provided a 
number of mips, and got with him fuch men and women as were defirous to live 
in quietnefs, that arrived with him in this new land in the year 1170^: left" many of 
his people there, and returned for more. But where this place was no hiftory can 
ihew. 

The Spaniards fay, Hanno, a Prince of Carthage was the firft: and the next, 
Chriftopher Columbus, a Genoefian, whom they lent to difcover thofe unknown parts,. 
1492. r > 

But we find by records, Columbus offered his fervice in the year 1488, to King 
Henry the Seventh, and by accident undertook it for the Spaniards. In the interim. 
King Henry gave a commiffion to John Cabot and his three fons, Scbaftian, Lewis, 
and Sautius. John and Sebaftian, well provided, fetting fail, ranged a great part pf 
this unknown world, in the year 1497. For though Columbus had found certain ifles, 
it was 1498 ere he faw the continent, which was a year after Cabpt. Now Amcricus 
came a long time after, though the whole continent to this day is called America, after 
his name, yet Sebaftian Cabot difcovered much more than them all, for he failed to 
about forty degrees fouthward of the line, and to fixty-feven cowards the north: for 
which King Henry the Eighth knighted him, and made him Grand Pilate of England. 
Being very aged. King Edward the Sixth gave him a penfion of 166I.13s. 4d. yearly. 
By his direSions * Sir Hugh Willowby was fent to find out the country of Ruflia, but 
the next year he was found frozen to death in his ihip, and all his company. 

Mr. Martin Frobilher was fent in the year 1576, by our molt gracious Queen 
Elizabeth, to fearch for the north-weft paffage, and meta incognita: for which he was 
knighted, honoured, and well rewarded. . 

Sir Humphrey Gilbert, a worthy knight, attempted a plantation in fotne of thofe 
parts, mid obtained letters patent to his defire *, but with this provifo, he fhould main¬ 
tain poffeffion in fome of thofe vaft countries within the term of fix years. Yet when 
he was provided with a navy able to encounter a ling’s power, even here at home they 
fell in divifions, and fo into confufion, that they gave over the defign ere it was begun. 
Notwithftanding all this lofs, his undaunted fpirit began again, but his fleet fell with 
Newfoundland, and he perilhed in his return, as at large you may read in the third 
volume of the Englilh Voyages, written by Mr. Hackluit. 

Upon all thofe relations and inducements, Sir Walter Raleigh, a noble gentleman, 
and thep in great efteem, undertook to fencf to difcover to the fouthward. And though 
his occafions and other employments were fuch he could not go himfelf, yet he pro¬ 
cured Her Majefty’s letters patent, and perfuaded many worthy knights jand gentle¬ 
men to adventure with him to find a place fit for a plantation. Their proceedings 
followeth. 

The moft famous, renowned, and ever worthy of all niemory, for her courage, 
learning, judgment, and virtue. Queen Elizabeth, granted her letters patents to Sir 
Walter Raleigh, for the difeovering and planting new lands and countries, not a&ually 
poffeffed by any Chriftians. This patentee got to be his afliftants Sir Richard Gren- 
vell, the valiant; Mr. William Sanderfon, a great friend to all fuch noble and worthy 
a&ions; and divers other gentlemen and merchants, who with all fpeed provided two 
final! barks well fumifhed with all neceffaries, under the command of Captain Philip 
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Ami ^oc and Captain Barlow.' The 27th of April they fet fail from the Thames, *the 
loth of May paffed the Canariesj and the 10th of Jane the Weft Indieg; whidi'un¬ 
needful foutherly courfe (but then no better was known) occafioned them, in that fea- 

fon much ficknelS. , * , 

The 2d of July they fell in with the coaft of .Florida in thoai water, where they 
felt a moll delicate fweet fmell, though they faw no land, which ere long they efpied, 
thinking it the continent: an hundred and twenty miles they failed, not finding any 
harbour. The firft that appeared with much difficulty they entered, and anchored, ’ 
and after thanks to God, they went to view the next land adjoining, to take poffeffion 
of it for the Queen’s moil Excellent Majefty; which done, they found tneir firft 
landing-place very fandy and low, but fo full of grapes that the very furge of the fea 
fometimes overflowed them; of which they found fuch plenty in all places, both on 
the*fand, the green foil, and hills, as in the plains, as well on every little lhrub, as 
alfo climbing towards the tops of high cedars, that they did think in the world were 
not the like abundance. 

We paffed by the fea-fide towards the tops of the next hills, being not high, from 
whence we might fqp the fea on both fides, and found it an ifle of twenty miles in 
length and fix in breadth, the vallies replenilhed with goodly tall cedars. Difcharging 
our mufquets, fuch a flock of cranes, the moft white, arofe by us, with fuch a cry, as 
if an army of men hafi Ihouted altogether. This ifle hath many goodly woods, and 
deer, conies, and fowl in incredible abundance; and, ufing the author’s own phrafe, 
the woods are not fuch as you find in Bohemia, Mufcovy, or» Hircinia, barren and 
fruitlefs, but the higheft and reddeft cedars of the world, bettering them of the Azores, 
Indies, or Libanus; pines, cyprefs, faffafras, the lentilk that beareth maftic, and many 
other of excellent fmell and quality. Till the third day we faw not any of the peo¬ 
ple ; then in a little boat three of them appeared; one of them went on Ihore, to whom 
we rowed, and he attended ys without any fign of fear. After he had fpoke much, 
though we underftood not a word, of his own accord he came boldly aboard us; we 
gave him a fliirt, a hat, wine, and meat, which he liked well, and after he had well 
viewed the barks and us, he went away in his own boat, and within a quarter of a mile 
of us, in half an hour, had loader* his boat with fifli, with which he came again to the 
point of land, and there divided it in two parts, pointing one part to the fhip the other 
torfthe pinnace, and fo departed. 

The next day came divers boats, and in one of them the King’s brother, with forty 
or fifty men, proper people, and i n their behaviour very civil; his name was Granga- 
nameo, the King is called Wingina, the country Wingandacoa. Leaving his boats a 
little from our Imps, he came with his train to the point: where fpreading a mat he fat 
down. Though we came to him well armed, he made figns to us to fit down without 
any Ihewpf fear, ftroking his head and bread, and alfo ours to exprefs his love. 
After he had made a long fpeech unto us, we prefented him with divers toys, which 
he kindly accepted. He was greatly regarded by his people, for none of them did fir, 
nor fpeak a word, but four, on whom we bellowed prefents alfo, but he took all from 
them, making |jgns all things did belong to him. 

The King himfelf in a conflift with a King his next neighbour and mortal enemy, 
was fhot in two places through the body, and the thigh, yet recovered, whereby he lay 
at his chief town, fix days journey from thence. 

A day or two after (hewing them what we had, Granganameo taking moft liking to 
a pewter difli, made a hole in it, hung it about his neck for a breaft-plate, for which he 
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gave us twenty deer fkins, worth twenty crowns * and for a-copper kettle, fifty fkin$, 
worth fifty crown?. Much other truck we had, and after two days he came aboard, 
.and did eat and drink with us very merrily. Not long after he brought his wife and 
children; they were but of mean nature, but weli-favoured and very bafhful j (he had 
a lon^ coat of leather, and about her privities a piece of the fame, about her forehead 
a band of white coral, and fo had her hufband, in her ears were bracelets of pearl, 
hanging down to her middle, of the bignefs of great peas ; the reft of the women had 
pendants of copper, and the noblemen five or fix in an ear; his apparel as his wives, 
only the women wear thdr hair long on both fides, and the men but on one; they are 
of colour yellow, but their hair is black, yet we faw children that had very fair chefnut- 
coloured hair. * 

After that thefe women had been here with us, there came down from all parts great 
ftore of people, with leather, coral, and divers kinds of dyes, but when Granganamco 
was prefent, none durft trade but himfelf,- and them that wore red copper on their 
heads, as he did. Whenever he came, he would fignify by fo many fires he came wjth 
fo many boats, that we might know his ftrength. Their boats are but one great tree, 
which is but burnt in the form of a trough with gins and fire, till it be as they would 
have it. For an armour he would have engaged us a bag of pearl, but wc refufed, as 
not regarding it, that we might the better learn where it grew. He was very juft of 
his promife, for often we trufted him, and he would come within his day to keep his 
word. He fent us commonly every day a brace of bucks, conies, hares, and filh, fome- 
times melons, walnuts, cucumbers, peas, and divers roots. This author fayetlf; their 
com groweth three times in five months; in May they fow, in July reap ; in June 
they low, in Auguft reap; in July fow, in Auguft reap. We put fome of our peas in 
the ground, which in ten days were fourteen inches high. 

The foil is mod plentiful, fweet, wholefome, and fruitful §f all other; there are about 
fourteen feveral forts of fweet fwelling timber trees: the moft p|rts of the underwood, 
bays, and fuch like: fuch oaks as we, but far greater and*better. After this acquaint* 
ance, myfelf with feven more went twenty mile into the river Occam, that runneth 
toward the city Skicoack, and the evening following we came to an file called Roanoak, 
from the harbour where we entered feven leagues; at the north end was nine houfes, 
builded with cedar, fortified round with fharp trees, and the entrance like a turnpike. 
When we came towards it, the wife of Granganameo came running out to meeLus 
(her hufband was abfent,) commanding her people to draw our boat afhore for beating 
on the billows, others fhe appointed to carry us on their backs aland, others to bring our 
oars into the houfe for Healing. When we came into the other room, (for there was 
five in the houfe,) Ihe caufed us to fit down by a great fire; after, took off our clothes 
and walhed them, of fome our ftockings, and fome our feet in warm water, and Ihe 
herfelf took much pains to fee all things well ordered, and to provide us visual. 

After we had thus dried ourfelves, flie brought us into an inner room,* where fhe 
fe( on the board Handing along the houfe fomewhat like frumenty, fodden venifon, 
and roafted fifh; in like manner melons raw, boiled roots and fruits of divers kinds. 
There, drink is commonly water boiled with ginger, fometimes with faffafras, and 
wholefome herbs, but w(»lft the grape lafteth they drink wine. More love fhe could 
not exprefs to entertain us ; they care but only to defend themfelves from the fhort 
winter, and feed on what they find natural in fummer. In this feafting houfe was their 
idol, of whom they told us incredible things. When we were at meat two or three of 
her men came amongft us with their bows and arrows, which caufed us to take our 
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arms' m hand. She perceiving our diftruft, caufed their bows and arrows to bp broken, 
and they beaten out of the gate :,but the evening approaching wt returned to our boat, 
wheVe at fhe much grieving, brought our fupper half-boiled, pots and all, but when 
(he %w us, but put our boat a little off from the ihore and lie at anchor, perceiving 
our jealoufy, ihe fenfdivers men and thirty women to fit all night on the ihore fide 
againft u£, and fent us five mats to cover us from the rain, doihg all flie could to 
perfuade us to her houfe. Though there was no caufe of doubt, we would not adven¬ 
ture: for on our fafety depended the voyage: but a more kind loving people cannot 
be. Beyond this ifle is the main land and the great river Occaifi, on which ftandeih a 
tywn called Pomeiock, and fix days higher, their city Skicoak: thofe people never faw 
it, but fay th’eir fathers affirm it to be above two hours journey about. Into this river 
falleih another called Cipo, where is found many muffels wherein are pearls: likewife 
another river called Nomapona, on the onp fide whereof ftandeth a great town called 
Chamanock, the lord of the country is hot fubject to Wingandacoa. Beyond him 
another King they call Menatonon. Thefe three are in league with each other. 
Towards the fouth, four days journey, is Sequotan, the fouthernmoft part of Wingan¬ 
dacoa. , 

Adjoining to Secotan beginneth the country Pomouik, belonging to the King called 
Piamacum, in the country Nufiok, upon the great river Neus. Thefe have mortal 
wars with Wingina, Kihg of Wingandacoa. Betwixt Piemacum and the lord of 
Secotan, a peace was concluded, notwithftanding there is a mortal malice in the Secotans, 
becaule this Piemacum invited divers men and thirty women to a* feaft, and when they 
were altogether merry before their idol, which is but a mere illufion of the devil, they 
fuddenly flew all the men of Secotan, and kept the women for their ufe. Beyond 
Roanoak are many ifles full of fruits and other natural incrcafes, with many towns along 
the fide of the continent. * Thofe ifles lie two hundred miles in length, and between 
them and the main, a great long fea, in fonie places twenty, forty, pr fifty miles broad, in 
others more, fomewhere lefs. And in this fea are one hundred ifles of divers bigneffes, 
but to get into it, you have but three paflages, and they very dangerous. Though this 
you fee for moft part be but the relations of favages, becaufe it is the firfi, I thought 
it not amifs to remember them as they are written by them that returned and arnved 
in England about the midft of September the fame year. This difeovery was fo 
welcome into England that it pleafed Her Majefty to call this country of Wingandacoa, 
Virginia, by which name now you are to underftand how it was planted, diffolvcd, 
reuned, and enlarged. 

The performers of this voyage were thelc following: 

Philip Amadas, 7 r . William Grenvill, Benjamin Wood, 

Arthur Btrlow, J ^ P 1 s ‘ John Wood, Simon Ferdinando, 

James Browewich, Nicholas Peryman, 

Henry Greene, John Hewes, 

Sir Richard Grenvill*s Voyage to Virginia, for Sir Walter Raleigh, 1 585. 

t THE 9th of April he departed from Plymouth, with feven fail: the chief men with 
him in command, were Mr. Ralph Layne, Mr. Thomas Candilh, Mr. John Arundel, 
Mr. Stukley, Mr* Bremige, Mr. Vincent, Mr. Heryot and Mr. John Clarke. The 


of the 
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14th, day we fell, with the Canaries, and the .7th of May with Damkrifcq in fheWeft 
Indies; we landed at Bortorico, after with much a^o at Izabella on* th^T xmrth ,bf 
Hifpaniola, palling by many illes. Upon the 20th, we fell with the main of Florida, 
and were put in'great danger upon Cape'Fear. The 26th we anchored at Wocokpa, 
where the Admiral had like to been call Jaway; prefently we feat to Wihgina,to 
Roanoak, arid Mr. Arundel went to the main, with Manteo a favage, and that day to 
Crooton. The 1 ith the General victualled for eight days, with a feleCted company 
went to the main, and difqpvered the towns of Pomeiok, Aquafcogoc, Secotan, and the 
great lake called Paquipe. At Aquafcogoc the Indians ftole a filver cup, wherefore we 
burnt the town and fpoiled jheir corn, fo returned to our fleet at Tocokon. Whence 
we wayed for Hatoraik, where we relied, and Granganumeo, King Wingiha’s brother, 
with Manteo, came aboard our Admiral, the Admiral went for Weapomeiok, and 
Mr. John Arundel for England. Our General in his way home took a rich laden 
fhipof 300 tons, with which he arrived at Plymouth the iSth of September, 1585." 

e 

Thefe were left under the command of Mr. Ralph Layne to inhabit the country, but 

they returned within a year. 

Philip Amidas, Admiral Mr. Kendall Mr. Allen 

Mr. Thomas Heryot Mr. Gardiner 3 VJr. Michael Pollifon 

Mr. Afton Mr. Predeox IVIr. Thomas Bockner 

Mr. Stafford Mr. Rogers Mr. James Mafon 

Mr. Thomas Luddington Mr. Harvy Mr. David Salter 

Mr. Marvyn Mr. Snelling Mr. James Skinner. 

Captain Vaughan Mr. Antony Ruffe * 

With divers others, to the number of 108. 

' » 

Touching the molt ^remarkable things of the country, and oi#r proceeding from the 
17th of Augult 1585, till the 18th of June 1586, w$ made Roanoack our habitation. 
The utmoll of our difeovery fouthward was Secotan, as we elleemed 80 leagues from 
Roanoacke. The paffage from thence was thought a broad found within the main, 
being without kenning of land, yet full of flats and fhoals that our pinnaffe could not 
pafs, and we had but one boat with four oars, that would carry but fifteen men with 
their provisions for feven days: fo that becaufe the winter approached we left thofe 
difeoveries till a ftronger fupply. To the northward, our farthefl was to a town of the 
Chefapeaks, from Roanoack 130 miles. The paffage is very fhallow and dangerous 
by reafon of the breadth of the found, and the little fuccpur for a florin, but this 
territory being 15 miles from the fhore, for pleafantnefs of feat, for temperature 
of climate, fertility of foil, and commodities of the fea, befidesbears good woods, laxefras, 
walnuts, &c. is not to be excelled, by any other whatfoever. 

There be fundry other kings they call Weroances as the Mangoacks, Trypaniks and 
Oppofians, which came to vifit us. 

To the north-well our farthefl was Chawonock from Roanoack, 130 miles; our paffage 
lieth through a broad found, but all frelh water, and the channel nayigable for a fhip, 
but out of it full of fhoafc. 

The towns by the way by the water, arePaflaquenock the womens’ town, Chepanoc, 
Weapomeiok; from Mufcamunge we enter the river and jurifdi&ion of Chawonock, 
there it beginnnth to ftraiten, and at Chawonock it is as Thames at Lambeth : betwixt 
thgm as we paffed is goodly high land on the left haiid, and there is a town called 

Ohanock, 
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OhaaocWk whprtejs a great coni field', it is fubjeft to Chawonock, which is the grafted 
provinca upon Jhe river, and thejown itfelf can put feven hundred men into the. field, 
be&tes the forces tf die reft. The king is lame, but hath more pnderftanding than 

• ^ The river of Moratoc is more famous than all the reft, and openeth into the found 
of Weapoftieiok, and where there is but a very fmall current in Chawonock, it hafh fo 
ftrong a current from the fouth-weft, as we doubted how to row againft it. Strange* 
things they report of the head of this river, and of Moratoc itfelf, a principal town on 
it, and is thirty or forty days journey to the head. This lame king is called Menatonon. 
When I had him prifoner two days, he told me that thrpe days journey in a canoe up 
the river Chawonock, then landing and going four daysjoumey north-eaft, there is a 
king whofe country lieth on the fea, but his belt place of ftrength is an ifland in a bay 
environed with deep water, where he taketh that abundance of pearl, that ngt only his 
ikins, and his noble*, but alfo his beds and houfes are gamifhed therewith.' This king 
was at Chawonock two years ago to trade with black pearl, his worft fort whereof I 
had a rope, but they were nought; but that king he fayeth hath ftore of white, and 
had traffick with wh^te men, for whom he refeued them; he promifed me guides to 
him, but advifed me to go ftrong, for he was unwilling ftrsngers fhould come in his 
country, for his country is populous and valiant men. If a fupply had come in April, 

I refolved to have font b fmall bark to the northward to have found it, whilft I with 
fmall boats and 200 men, would have gone to the head of the river Chawonock, with 
fufficierit guides by land, infeonfing myfelf every two days, where I would leave 
garrifonsror my retreat till I came to this bay. 

° Very near ypto it is the river of Moratoc, directly from the weft, the head of it 

* fpringeth out of a main rock, which ftandeth fo near the fea, that in ftorms the fea 
beats over it into this frefli, fpring, that of itfelf at the furf is a violent ftream. I 
intended with two wherries and forty perfons to have Menatonom foon for guide, to 
try this prefently, till 1 could meet with fome of the Moratocks, or Mangoaks, but 
hoping of getting more victuals from the favages, we as narrowly efcaped ftarving in 
that difeovery as ever men did. 

ForPemiffapan, who had changed his name of Wingina upon the death of his brother 
Granganameo, had given both the Chawonefts, and Mangoaks word of my purpofe: 
alfo he told me the Chawonocks had affembled two or three thouland to affault me at 
Roanock, urging me daily to go againft them, and them againft us; a great affembly I 
found at mv coming tbitner, which fudden approach did fo difmay them, that we had 
the better of them; and this confederacy againft us was procured by Pemiffapan«him- 
fclf, our chief friend we traded; he fent word alfo to the Moratocks and the Mangoaks, 

I came to invade them, that they all fled up into the high country,fo that where I affured 
myfelf both of fuccour and provifion, I found all abandoned. But being thus far on 
my journey ifco miles from home, and but vi&uals for two days, befides the cafualties 
of crofs winds, ftorms, and the favages treachery, though we intended no hurt to any:' 
I gave my company to underftand we were only drawn forth upon thefe vain hopes by 
the favages to bring us to confufion: a council we held, to go forward or return, 
but they all were abfolutely refolved but three, that whilft there was but one pint of 
corn for a man, they would not leave the fearch of that river; for they had two 
inaftiff dogs, which boiled with faffafiras leaves (if the worft feH out) upon them, and 
the pottage they would live two days, which would bring them to the Sound, where they 
filbuld find fifh for two days more to pafs it to Roanock, which two days they had, 
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ratlier fall; than go back a-foot till they had feen the Mangoaks either as friends or 
foes., c • 

Though I did forefee the danger and mifery, yet the defire I had to fee the Mangdaks 
was, for that there is a province called Chaunis Teraoatan, frequented by them and 
well known to all thofe countries, where is a mine of copper they call Wauador; they 
fay they take it out of a river that falleth fwiftly from high rocks in ftiallo# water, in 
great bowls, covered with leather, leaving a part open to receive the metal, which by 
the change of the colour of the water where the fpout falleth, they fuddenly chop down, 
and have the bowl full, which they call into the fire; it prefently meltetb, and doth 
yield in five parts at the firft melting two parts metal for three of ore. The Mangoaks 
nave fuch plenty of it, they beautify their houfes with great plates thereof: this 
the favages report; and young Skiko the king of Chawonock’s fon, my prifoner, that 
had been jprifoner among the Mangoaks, but never at Chaunis Temoatan, for h£ faid 
that was twenty days journey over-land from the Mangoaks. 

. Meftatonon alfo confirmed all this, and promifed me guides to this metal country; 
by land to the Mangoaks is but one day’s journey, but feven by water, which made me 
lo willing to have met them for fome aflay of this metal: but when we came there 
we found no creature, only we might fee where had been their fires. After 
our two days journey, and our viSuals l'pent, in the evening we heard fome call as we 
thought Manteo, who was with me in the boat; this made us glad; he made them a 
friendly anfwer, which they anfwered. with a fong, we thought for welcome^ but he 
told us they came to fight. Prefently they did let fly their arrows about the boat, but 
did no hurt, the other boat fcouring the fliore we landed: but they all were fled, 

, and how to find them we knew not. So the next morning we returned to the mouth of , 
the river, that coft us four days rowing up, and here our dogs’ pottage flood us in good 
ftead, for we had nothing elfe: the next day we failed being wind-bound, and could not 
pafs die Sound, but the day following we came to Chippanum, where the people were fled, 
but their wires afforded us filh: thus being near fpent, the next day God brought us to 
Roanock. I conclude a good mine, or the South-Tea will make this country quickly 
inhabited, and fo for pleafure and profit comparable with any in the world: otherwile 
there will be nothing worth the fetching. Provided there be found a better harbour 
then yet there is, which muft be northward if there be any. Mr. Vaughan no lefs hoped 
of the goodnefs of the mine, then Mr. Heriotthat the river Moratock’s head, either rifeih 
by the Bay of Mexico, or very near the South Sea, or fome part that openeth near the 
fame, which cannot with that facility be done as from the Bay of Pearls, by infconcing 
four^days journey to the Chawonocks, Mangoaks, and Moi$tocks, &c. 

The Confpiracy of Pemijfapan ; the Difcovery of it; and our Return for England with 

Francis Drake. 

ENSENORE, a favage, father to Pemiflapan, the belt friend we had after the 
death of Granganimeo, when I was in thofe difeoveries, could not prevail any thing 
with the King from deftroying us, that all this time God had preferved, by his good 
counfel to the King tp be friendly unto us. Pemiflapan thinking as the brute was in 
this laft journey we were fiain and ftarved, began to blafpheme our God that would 
fuffer it, and not defend us, fothat old Enfenore had no more credit for us ; for he 
’ began by all the devices he could to invade .us. But in the beginning of this brute, 
when they law us all return, the report falfe, and had Manteo, and three favages mote 
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with us,, how little we efteemed all the people we met, and feared neither hanger, 
killing, or anything, and had "brought their created: king’s fon prifoner with, us to 
Roanock, it a little affuaged all his devifes, and brought Enfenore in refpe& again, 
that Our God was good, and we their friends, and our foes ihould perifli, for we 
could do them more hurt being dead, than living, and that being an hundred m iles 
from them, {hot, and ftruck them fickto death, and that when we die it is but for a 
time, then we return again. But that which wrought the moft fear among them, was 
the handy-work of Almighty God., For certain days after my return, Menatonon fent 
meffengers to me with pearl, and Okifco, King of Weopomeoke, to yield himfelf 
fdrvant to the Queen of England. Okifco, with twenty-four of his principal men, came 
to Pemiffapan, to acknowledge this duty and fubjeftion, and would perform it. All 
which fo changed the heart of Pemiffappan, that upon the advice of Enfenoref, when 
we were ready to fami/h they came and made us wires, and planted their fields they 
intended to abandon, (we not having one corn till the next harveft to fuftain us.) This 
being done, our old friend Enfenore died the twentieth of April; then all our erfe- 
mies wrought with Pemiffapan to put in practice his devifes, which he eafily em¬ 
braced, though they had planted com by us, and at Dafamonpeack, two leagues from 
us: yet they got Okifco our tributary, to get feven or eight hundred, (and the Man- 
doages, with the Chifapeans, Ihould do the like,) to meet (as their cuftom is,) to 
folemnize thg funeral of Enfenore: half of whom Ihould lie hid, to cut off the 
flragglers feeking crabs and provifion; the reft come out of the main upon the fignal 
by fire. Twenty of the principal of Pemiffapan’s men had charge in the night to befet 
my houfe, put fire in the reeds that covered it, which might caufe me run out fo 
naked and amazed, they might without danger knock out my brains. The fame 
order for Mr. Heriots, and the reft ; for all ihould have been fired at an inftant. 
In the mean time they ihould fell us nothing, and in the night fpoil our wires, to make 
neceffity difperfe us; for if *we were but ten together, a hundred of them would 
not meddle with us. So our famine increafed; I was forced to fend Captain Stafford 
to Croaten, with twenty, to feed himfelf, and fee if he could efpy any fail pais the 
coaft; Mr. Predeox with ten, to Hataraik, upon the fame occafion ; and other fmall 
parties to the main to live upon roots and oyfters. 

Pemiffapan fequeftering himfelf, I ihould not importune him for victuals, and to 
draw his troops, found not the Chawonefts fo forward as he expefted, being a people 
' more faithful and powerful, and defired our friendfliip, and was offended with him for 
raifing fuch tales, and all his projects were revealed to me by Skico my prifoner; who, 
finding himfelf as well ufed by me as Pemiffapan, told me all. Thefe troubles caufed 
me to fend to Pemifiapan, to put fufpicion in his head, l was to go prefently to Croa- 
tan to meet a fleet coming to me, though I knew no fuch matter ; and that he would 
lend me mefl to fiih and hunt. He fent me word he would come himfelf to Roanock, 
but delaying time eight days, that all his men were there to be affembled ; not liking 
fo much company, I refolved the next day to go vifit him, but firft to give them in the 
iile a canvifado, and at an inftant to feize on all their canoes about the iile; but the 
town took the alarm before I meant it; for when I fent to take the canoes, he met one 
going from the ihore, overthrew her, and cut off two fa vages heads* whereupon the 
cry arofe, being by their fpies perceived, for they kept as good watch over us, as 4 we 
of them. Upon this they to their bows, and we to our arms ; three or four of them 
1 at the firft were ilain, the reft fled into the woods. The next morning I went to Daffa- 
monpeack, and fent Pemiffapan word I was going to Croatan, and took him in my way 
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to complain Ofocon would have ftole my prifoner Skico< * Hereupon he did abidq my 
coming ; and being among eight of the principal, I gave the watch-word, to my 
men, and immediately they had that they purpofed for us; himfelf being (hot through 
with a piftol, fell down as dead, but presently ftarted up and ran away from therrf* all, 
till an Irifh boy foot him over the buttocks, where they took him and cut off his 
head. 

Seven days after Captain Stafforton fent to me, he defcried twenty-three fail. The 
next day came to me himfelf, (of whom I muff fay this, from the firft to the laft, 
he neither fpared labour or peril, by land or lea, fair weather or foul, to perform any 
ferious fervicecommitted to him.) He brought me a letter from Sir Francis Drak<?, 
whofe generous mind offered to fupply all my defetls, of {hipping, boats, munition, 
victuals,’ cloaths, and men, to further this adtion ; and upon good Confultation and 
deliberation, he appointed me a fhip of feventy tons, with an hundred men, and four 
months victuals, two pinnaces, four fmall boats, with two fufficient mafters, with 
fufiicient gangs. All this being made ready for me, fuddenly arofe fuch a ftorm for 
four days, that had like to have driven the whole fleet on Ihore ; many of them were 
forced to the fea, whereof my {hip fo lately given me was one. With all my provifiou 
and company appointed. 

Notwithftanding, the ftorm ceafing, the General appointed me a (hip of one hundred 
and feventy tons, with all provifions as before, to carry me into England the next 
Auguft, or when 1 had performed fuch difeoveries as I thought fit. Yet they durft 
not undertake to bring her into the harbour, but (he muft ride in the road, leaving the 
care of the reft to myfelf, advifing me to confider with my company what was fitted, 
and with my beft fpeed return him anfwer. 

Hereupon, calling my company together, who were all as privy of the General’s 
offer as myfelf; their whole requeft was, (in regard of ail thole former miferies, and 
no hope of the return of Sir Richard Grenvill,) and With a general confent, they 
defired me to urge him, we might all go with him for England in his fleet, for 
whofe relief in that ftorm he had fuftained more peril of wreck, than in all his ho¬ 
nourable actions againft his enemies. So with praifes to God we fet fail in .Tunc 1 
and arrived in Portfmouth the 27th of July the fame year, leaving this remembrance 
to pofterity. 

To rcafon lend me tliine attentive ears, 

Exempt thyfelf from mind-diitra&ing cares : 

Left tiiat’s here thus projefted for thy>good, 

By thee ujedted be, ere underftood. 

Written by Mr. Ralph Layne, Governor. 


The Obfervations of Mr. Thomas Heriot in this Voyage , for Merchandife and Victuals. 

WHAT before is writ is alfo confirmed by that learned mathematician Mr. Thomas 
Heriot, with them in the country, whofe particular relation of all the beafts, birds, 
filhes, fowls, fruits, and'roots, and how they may be ufeful; becaufe I have writ it 
before, for the moft part, in the difeourfe of Captain Amidas, and . Captain Layne, 
except filk-grafs, worm-filk, flax like hemp, allum, wapeith, or terra figillata, tar, 
rofin, and turpentine, civet-cats, iron ore, copper that held filver, coprofe and pearl; 
let thofe briefs fuffice, becaufe I would not trouble you with one thing twice. 

Dyes.Ji 



smith's VIRGINIA. fj 

Dpt."] For dyes, fhumack, the herb wafebur, little roots called chapacor, and the 
bark of a tree, called by the inhabitants tangomockonominge, which are for divers 
forts of red. 

What more then is related is an herb, in Dutch called melden, described like an 
orange, growing four feet high; the feed will make good broth, and the (talk, burnt to 
alhes, makes a kind of fait; other fait they know not, and we ufed of it for pot>herbs. 
Of their tobacco we found plenty, which they efteem their chief phyfic. 

Ground-nuts, tifwaw we call China roots; they grow in clufters, and bring forth a 
bryer ftalk, but the leaf is for unlike, which will climb up to the top of the higheft 
free; the ufe known is to cut it in fmall pieces, then ftamp and ftrain it with water, 
and boiled makes a jelly good to eat. Caifavia grows in marihes, which the Indians 
oftqn ufe for bread and broth. Habafcon is like a parfnip, nought of itfelf, except com¬ 
pounded ; and their leeks like thofe in England. 

Sequenummener, a kind of berry like capers, and three kinds of berries like acorns, 
called fagatamenor, ofamenor, and pummuckoner. 

Saquenuckot and maquowoc, two kind of beafts, greater than conies, and very 
good meat; in fomtf places, fuch plenty of grey conies, like hares, that all the people 
make them mantles of their (kins. I have the names of 28, feveral forts that are dif- 
perfed in the country; £>f which, 12 kinds we have difcovered, and good to eat; but 
the favages fometimes kill a lion and eat him. 

Thqre is plenty of fturgeon in February, March, April, and May ; all herrings in 
abundance ; fomefuch as ours, but the moft part of 18, 20, or 24 inches long, and 
more. Trouts, porpoifes, rays, mullets, old wives, plaice, tortoifes, both by fea and 
land; crabs, oyfters, mufcles, fealops, perriwinkles, crevices, fecanank: we have the 
pi&ures of twelve forts more, but their names we know not. 

Turkies, ftock-doves, partridges, cranes, herns, fwans, geefe, parrots, falcons, 
merlins; I have the names Jin their language, of eighty-fix feveral forts. Their 
woods are fuch as ours in England for the moft part, except rakeock, a great fweet 
tree, whereof they make their canoes; and afeopo, a kind of tree like laurel and 
faflafras. 

Their Natures and Manners. ] Their clothing, towns, houfes, wars, arts, tools, 
handicrafts, and educations, are much like them in that part of Virginia we now in¬ 
habit : which at large you may read in the defeription thereof; but the relation of 
their religion is ftrange, as this author reporteth. 

Some religion they have, which, although it be far from the truth, yet being as it is, 
there is hope it may be eafier reformed. They believe there are many gods, which 
they call mantoac, but of different forts and degrees. Alfo that there is one chief god, 
that hath been from all eternity, who, as they fay, when he purpofed firft to make the 
world, made firft other gods of a principal order, to be as inftruments to be ufed in the 
creation and government to follow; and after, the fun, moon, and ftars, as petty gods; 
and the inftruments of the other order more principal. Firft, they fay, were made 
waters, out of which, by the gods, were made all diverfity of creatures that are vifibie 
or invifible. 

For mankind, they fay, a woman was made firft, which by th*e working of one of the 
gods, conceived and brought forth children; and fo they had their beginning, but how 
many years or ages fince, they know not, having no records, but only tradition from 
father to fon. 

They think that all the gods are of human fhape, and therefore represent them by 
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14 SMITH'S VIRGINIA* 

images, in the forms of men, which they call kewafowok; one alone is called kewpfa $ 
them they place in their temples, where they worihip, pray, fing, and make many 
offerings. The common fort think them alfo gods. 

They believe the immortality of the foul, when life departing from the body; ac¬ 
cording to the good or bad works it hath done, it is carried up to the tabernacles of the* 
gods, to perpetual happinefs, or to popoguffo, a great pit, which they think to be at 
the furtheft parts of the world, where the fun fets, and there burn continually. 

To confirm this, they told me of two men that had been lately dead, and revived 
again; the one happened but few years before our coming into the country, of a bad 
man, which being dead and buried, the next day the earth over him being feen t6 
move, was taken up, who told them his foul was very near entering into popoguffo, 
had not one of the gods faved him, and gave him leave to return again, to teach r his 
friends what they (hould do to avoid fuch torment. The other happened the fame 
year we were there, but fixty miles from us, which they told me for news; that one 
being dead, buried, and taken up, as the firft, (hewed, that although his body had lain 
dead in the grave, yet his foul lived, and had travelled far in a long broad way, on 
both fides whereof grew more fweet, fair, and delicate trees and "fruits, than ever he 
had feen before; at length, he came to mod brave and fair houfes, near which he met 
his father, that was dead long ago, who gave him charge to go b»ck, to (hew his friends 
what good there was to do, to enjoy the pleafures of that place; which when he had 
done, he fhould come again. , 

"What fubtlety foever be in the weroances and priefts, this opinion worketh fo much in 
the common fort, that they have great refped to their governors; and as great care 
to avoid torment after death, and to enjoy blifs. Yet they have divers forts of punifh- 
ments, according to the offence, according to the greatnefs of the fad. And this is 
the fum of their religion, which I learned by having fpeciai familiarity with their 
priefts, wherein they were not fo fure grounded, nor ga^e fuch credit, but through 
converting with us, they were brought into great doubts of their own, and no fmall 
admiration of ours; of which many defired to learn more than we had means, for 
want of utterance in their language, to exprefs. 

Mod things they faw with us, as mathematical inftruments, fea-compaffes, the virtue 
of the loadftone, perfpeOive glaffes, burning glaffes; clocks to go of themfelves ; 
books, writing, guns, and fuch like, fo far exceeded their capacities, that they thought 
they were rather the works of god than men ; or at lead the gods had taught us how 
to make them, which loved us fo much better than them ; and caufed many of them 
to give credit to what we fpoke concerning our God. In all places where I came, I 
did my beft to make his immortal glory known. And I told them, although the bible 
I (hewed them contained all, yet of itfelf it was not of any fuch virtue as I thought they 
did conceive. Notwith(landing many would be glad to touch it, to kifs, aftd embrace 
it, to hold it to their breads, and heads, and ftroke all their body over with it. 

The King Wingina where we dwelt, would oft be with us at prayer. Twice he 
was exceeding fick and like to die. And doubting of any help from his priefts, think* 
ing he was in fuch danger for offending us and our God, fent for fome of us to pray, 
and be a means to our God, he might live with him after death. And fo did many 
others in the like cafe. One other ftrange accident (leaving others) will I mention 
before 1 end, which moved the whole country that either knew or heard of us, to 
Jiave us in wonderful admiration. 

There was no town where they bad pra&ifed any villainy againft us (we leaving it 
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unpunilhed, becaufe we fought by all po&hle means to win them by gentlenefs)*but 
within a few days after our departure, they began to die} in fome towns twenty, in 
fome forty, in fome fixty, and in one an hundred and twenty, which was very many 
in refpeft of their numbers. And this happened in no place (we could learn) where 
we had bgen, but where they had uCed fome pra&ice to betray us. And this difeafe 
was fo ftrange, they neither knew what it was, nor how to cure it; nor had they known 
the like time out of mind j a thing fpecially obferved by us, as alfo by themfelves, in 
fo much that fome of them who were our friends, efpecially Wingina, had obferved 
fuch effects in four or five towns, that they were perfuaded it was the work of God 
through our .means: and that we by him might kill and flay whom we would, without 
weapons, and not come near them. And thereupon, when they had any underftanding 
that,any of their enemies abufed us in our journies, they would intreat us, we would 
be a means to our God, that they, as the others that had dealt ill with us, might die 
in like fort: although we (hewed them their requells were ungodly, and that our God 
w&uld not fubjeft himfelf to any fuch requefts of men, but all things as he pleafed came 
to pafs: and that we to (hew ourfelves his true fervants, ought rather to pray for the 
contrary: yet becaufe the efl'edt fell out fo fuddenly after, according to their defires, 
they thought it came to pafs by our means, and would come give us thanks in their 
manner, that though fatisfied them not in words, yet in deeds we had fulfilled their 
defires. 

Thif marvellous accident in all the country wrought fo ftrange opinions of us, that 
they could not tell whether to think us gods or men. And the rather that all the fpace 
of their ficknefs, there was no man of ours known to die, or much fick. They noted 
alfo we had no women, nor cared for any of theirs: fome therefore thought we were 
not born of women and therefore not mortal, but that we were men of an old gene¬ 
ration many years paft, and rifen again from immortality. Some would prophefy there 
were more of our generation *yet to come, t6 kill theirs and take their places. Thofe 
that were to come after us they imagined to be in the air, yet invifible and without 
bodies:. and that they by our intreaties, for love of us, did make the people die as they 
did, by fhooting invifible bullets into them. 

To confirm this, their phyficians to cxcufe their ignorance in curing the difeafe, 
would make the fimple people believe, that the firings of blood they fucked out of the 
fick bodies, were the firings wherein the invifible bullets were tied, and caft. Some 
thought we ihot them ourfelves from the place where we dwelt, and killed the people 
that had offended us, as we lifted 1 , how far diftant foever. And others faid it was the 
fpecial work of God for our fakes, as we had caufe in fome fort to think no lefs, 
whatfoever fome do, or may imagine to the contrary ; efpecially fome aftrologers by 
the eclipfe of the fun we faw that year before our voyage, and by a come: which began 
to appear but a few days before the ficknefs began : but to exclude them from being 
the fpecial caufes of fo fpecial an accident, there are farther reafons than I think fit to 
prefent or allege. 

Thefe their opinions! have fet down, that you may fee there is hope to embrace the 
truth, and honor, obey, fear and love us, by good dealing and government: though 
fome of our company towards the latter end, before we caifie away with Sir Francis 
Drake, (hewed themfelves too furious in (laying fome of the people in fome towns, 
upon caufes that on our part might have been borne with more mildnefs j notwith¬ 
standing they juftly had deferved it. The beft neverthdefs in this, as in all aftiontj 
befides, is to be endeavoured and hoped j and of the word that may happen, notice 
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to be taken withconfiderafion ; and as much'as maybe efchewed ; thebetterto-allure 

them hereafte^ to civility and Chriftianity. Thus yo6 may fee 

* * . 

How 

Nature herfelf delights herfdf in fundry Inftruaients, 

That fundry things be done ts deck the earth with Ornaments ; 

Nor fuffers (he her fervants all (hotild run one race, 

But wills the walk of every one frame in a divers pace ; 

That divers ways and divers works, the world might better grace. 

Written by Thomas He riot, one of the voyage. 


How Sir Richard Grenvillwent to relieve them. 

IN the year of our Lord 1586, Sir Walter Raleigh and his affociates prepared a Hup 
of a hundred tons, freighted plentifully of all things neceffary ; but before they fet fail 
from England it was Eafter. And arriving at Hatoraik, they after fbme time fpent in 
feeking the colony up in the country, and not finding them, returned with all the pro- 
vifion again to England. 

About fourteen or fifteen days after, Sir Richard Grenvill, accompanied with three 
fhips well appointed, arrived there: who not finding the aforefaid fhip according to 
his expe&ation, nor hearing any news of the colony there feated, and left by him as is 
fad 1585, travelling up and down to feek them, but when he could hear no news of 
them, and found their habitation abandoned, unwilling to lofe the pofleffion of the 
country, after good deliberation he landed fifty men in the ifle of Roanoak, plentifully 
fumilhed with all manner of provifion for two years, and fo returned for England. , 

Where many began ftrangely to dcfcantsof thofe crofs beginnings, and him ; which 
caufed me to remember an old faying of Euripides. 

Who broacheth ought that’s new, to fools untaught, 

Himfelf (hall judged be umvife, and good for nought. 

Three Ships more fent to relieve them by Mr. White. 

WE went the old courfe by the Weft Indies, ancLSimon Ferdinando our continual 
pilot miftaking Virginia for Cape Fear, we filed not much to have been caft away, 
upon the conceit of our all-knowing Ferdinando, had it not been prevented by the 
vigilance of Captain Stafford. We came to Hatoraik the 2 id of July,, and with forty 
of our beft men, intending at Roanoack to find the fifty men left by .Sir Richard 
Grenvill. But we found nothing but the bones of a man, and where the plantation 
had been the houfes unhurt, but overgrown with weeds, and the fort defaced, which 
much perplexed us. 

By the hiftory it feems Simon Ferdinando did what he could to bring this voyage to 
canfuiion ; but yet they all arrived at Hatoraik. They repaired the old houfes at 
Roanoack, and Mr. George How, one of the council, ftraggling abroad, was flain by 
the favages. Not long after Mr. Stafford, with twenty men, went .to Croatan with 
Manteo, whole friends dwelt there : one of whom we thought to have fome news of 
•ur fifty men. They at firft made fliew to fight, but when they heard Manteo, they 
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threw away their arms, and. were friends, and dcfired there migh\ he a token giv'erl.to 
be known by, left we might hurt than by mifprifion, as the year before one had been 
.by Mr.'Xayne, that was ever their friend, and there prefent yet lame. 

The next day we had conference with them concerning the people of JSecotan, 
AquaTcogoc, and Pomeiok, willing them of Croatan to fee if they would accept our 
friendfliip,*and renew our old acquaintance: which they willingly embraced, and pro* 
mifed to bring their King and governors to Roanoack, to confirm ic. We alfo under- 
flood that Mr. Howe was {lain by the men of Wingina, of Daftamonpeak: and by them 
of Roanoack, that the fifty men left by Sir Richard Grenvill, were fuddenly fet upon 
by three hundred of Secotan, Aquafcogoc, and Daftamonpeak. Firft they intruded 
themfelves among eleven of them by friendihip, one they flew, the reft retiring to their 
houfes, they fet them on fire, that our men with what came next to hand were forced 
to make their paftage among them ; where one of them was fhot in the mouth, and 
prefently died, and a favage (lain by him. On both tides more were hurt; but our 
mep retiring to the water fide, got their boat, and ere they had rowed a quarter of‘a 
mile towards Hatorafk, they took up four of their fellows, gathering crabs andoyfters: 
at laft they landed on a little ifle by Hatorafk, where they remained awhile, but 
after departed they knew not whither. So taking our leaves of the Croatans, we came 
to our fleet at Hatorafk. 

The governor having long expe&ed the King and governors of Pomeiok, Secotan, 
Aquafcogoc, and Daftamonpeak, and the feven days expired, and no news of them, 
being alfo informed by thofe of Croatan, that they of Daftamonpeak flew Mr. Howe, 
and were at the driving our men from Roanoack, he thought no longer to defer the re¬ 
venge. Wherefore about midnight, with Captain Stafford, and twenty-four men, 
whereof Manteo was one, for our guide, (that behaved himfelf towards us as a moft 
faithful Engliftmian) he fet forward. 

The next day by break of day we landed, and got beyond their houfes, where feeing 1 
them fit by the fire we affaulted them. The miferable fouls amazed fled into the reeds, 
where one was fhot through, and we thought to have been fully revenged, but we 
were deceived, for they were our friends come from Croatan to gather their corn, 
becaufe they underftood our enemies were fled after the death of Mr. Howe, and left 
all behind them for the birds. But they had like to have paid too dear for it, had we 
not chanced upon a Weroances wife, with a child at her back, and a favage that knew 
Captain Stafford, that ran to him, calling him by his name. Being thus difappointed of 
our purpofe, we gathered the fruit we found ripe„ left the reft unfpoiled, and took 
Menatonon his wife, with her chifd, and the reft with us to Roanoack. Though this 
miftake grieved Manteo, yet he imputed it to their own folly, becaufe they had not 
kept promife to come to the governor at the day appointed. The 13th of Auguft our 
favage Manteo Was chriftened, and called Lord of Daftamonpeak, in reward of his' 
faithfulnefs. * And the 18th, Ellinor the governor’s daughter, and wife to Ananias 
Dare, was delivered of a daughter in Roanoack; which being the firft Chriftian there 
bom, was called Virginia. 

Our fhips being ready to depart, fuch a florid arofe, as the admiral was forced to cut 
her cables: and it was fix days ere fhe could recover the fhore, that made us doubt Ihe 
had been loft, becaufe the meft of her beft men were on ihore. At this time contra, 
verfies did grow betwixt our governor and the afliftants, about choofing one of them 
twelve to go as fattor for them all to England; for allrefufed fave one, whom all men 
thought moft ipfufficient: the conclufion was by a general confent, they would have the 
governor go himfelf, for that they thought none would fo truly procure their fupplies 
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as he; Which, though he did what he could to excufe it,*yet their importunity would 
not ceafe till he undertook it, and had it under all their hands how unwilling he was, 
but that neceffity and reafon did doubly conftrain him. At their retting fail for England,' 
weighing- anchor, twelve of the men in the fly-boat Were thrown from the capfterp, by 
the breaking of a bar, and moft of them fo hurt that fome never recovered it. The 
fecond time they had the like fortune, being but fifteen, they cut the Cable and kept 
company with their admiral to Flowres and Coruos; the admiral flayed there looking 
for purchafe: but the fly-boats men grew fo weak they were driven to Smerwick in the 
weft of* Ireland. The governor went for England; and Simon Ferdinando with much 
ado atlaft arrived at Portfmouth 1587. 

The names of thofe landed in this plantation were, 

John White, Governor, Chriftopher Couper,, Dionis Harvie, 

Roger Bayley, Thomas Stevens, Roger Prat, 

Ananias Dare, John Samfon, George Mow, 

Simon Ferdinando, Thomas Smith, Anthony Cage. 

With divers others to the number of about 115. 

The Fifth Voyage to Virginia ; undertaken by Mr. John White , 1589. 

THE 20th of March three fhips went from Plymouth, and pafli^ betwixt Barbary 
and Mogadoro to Dominico in the Weft Indies. After we had done fome exploits in 
thofe parts, the 3d of Auguft we fell with the low Tandy ifles weftward of Wokokon. 
But by reafon of ill weather it was the i ith ere we could anchor there; and on the 
12th we came to Croatan, where is a great breach in 35 0 and a half, in the norrh-eaft 
point of the ifle. The 15th we came to Hatorafk in 36“ and a terfe, at four fathoms, 
three leagues from Ihore, where we might perceive a fmoke at the place where I left 
the colony, 1587. The next morning Captain Cook, Captain Spicer, and their com¬ 
panies, with two boats left our fhips, and difeharged fome ordnance to give them notice 
of our coming; but when we came there, we found no man nor fign of any that had 
been there lately, and fo returned to our boats. The next morning we prepared again 
for Roanoack. Captain Spicer had then fent his boat alhore for water, fo it was ten of 
the clock ere we put from the fhips, which rode two miles from the fliore. The 
admiral’s boat being a mile before the other as fhe pafled the bar, a fca broke into the 
boat and filled her half full of water, but by God’s good will, and the careful fteerage 
of Captain Cook, though our provifions were much wet, we fafe efcaped; the wind blew 
hard at north-eaft, which caufed fo great a current and a breach upon the bar; 
Captain Spicer pafled half over, but by the indifereet fleering of Ralph Skinner, their 
boat was overfet, the men that could catch hold hung about her, the’ next fea caft her 
on ground, where fome let go their hold to wade to fhore, but the fea beat them down. 
The boat thus tolled up and down Captain Spicer and Skinner hung there till they 
were di owned, but four'that could fwim a little, kept themfelves in deeper water, were 
faved by the means of Captain Cook, that prefently upon the overfetting of their boat, 
fhipped himfelf to fave what he could. Thus of eleven, feven of the chiefeft were 
drowned. This fo difeomfited all the failors, we had much to do to get them any more 
to feek further for the planters, but by their captain’s forWardnefs at laft they fitted 
themfelves again for Hatorafk in two boats, -with nineteen perfons. It was late ere we 
arrived, but feeing a fire through the woods, we founded a trumpet, but no anfwer 
could we hear. The nCxt morning we went to it, but could fee nothing but the grafs. 



.SMITH'S VIRGINIA. It) 

• 

and Tome rotten frees burning. We went up and down the ifle, and at lad found three 
fair Roman letters carved c. r. o. which prefently we-knew to fignify the place where I 
fliould find them, according to a ftcret note between them and me, which was to write 
the name of the place they would be in upon fome. tree, door, or poll: and if they had 
been ifi any diltrefs to fignify it by making a crofs Over it. For at my departure they 
intended to«go fifty miles into the main. But we found no fign of diltrefs; then we 
went to a place where they were left in fundry houfes, but we found them all taken 
down, and the place ftrongly inclofed with a high palizade, very fortlike; and in one 
of the chief polls carved in fair capital letters Croat an, without any fign of diltrefs, 
and many bars of iron, two pigs of lead, four fowlers, iron fhot, and fuch like heavy 
thihgs thrown here and there, overgrown with grafs and weeds. We went by the 
fhore to feek for their boats but could find none, nor any of the ordnance I left them. 
At !a(t fome of the failors found divers chefts had been hidden and digged up again, 
and much of the goods fpoiled, and fcattered up and down, which, when 1 faw, I knew 
three of them to be my own; but books, pictures, and all things elfe were fpoiled. 
Though it much grieved me, yet it did much comfort me that I did know they were at 
' Croatan; fo we returned to our Ihips, but had like to have been call away by a great 
ftorm that continued all that night. 

The next morning we weighed anchor for Croatan, having the anchor a-peak, the 
cable broke, by the means whereof we loft another: letting fall the third, the lhip yet 
went fo fall a drift, we failed not much there to have fplit. But God bringing us into 
deeper vyater, confidering we had but one anchor, and our provifion nearTpent, we 
refolved to go forthwith to St. John’s llle, Hifpaniola, or Trinidada, to refrelh ourfelves 
and feek for purchafe that winter, and the next fpring come again to feek our country- 
* men. But our vice-admiral would not, but went dire&ly for England, and we our 
courfe for Trinidada. But within two days after, the wind changing, we were con- 
ftrained for the Weftem Ifles to refrelh ourfelves, where we met with many of the 
Queen’s (hips, our own contort*, and divers others, the 23d of September 1590. And 
thus we left feeking our colony, that was never any of them found, nor feen to this day, 
1622. And this was the conclufion of this plantation, after fo much time, labour, and 
charge confumed. Whereby we fee. 

Not all at once, nor all alike, nor ever hath it been. 

That God doth offer and confer hitbleifiogs upon men. 

Written by Mr. John White. 

A brief Relation of the Defcription of Elizabeth's JJle , and fome others towards the North 
Part of Virginia; and what elfe they difcovered in the Tear 1602; by Captain 
Bartholomew Gofnoll., and Captain Bartholomew Gilbert , and divers other Gentlemen 
their Ajfociqtes. 

ALL hopes of Virginia thus abandoned, it lay dead and obfeured from 1590 dll this 
year 1602, that Captain Gofnoll with thirty-two and himfelf in a fmall bark, fet fail 
from Dartmouth upon the 26th of March. Though the wind favoured us not at the 
firft, but forced us as far fouthward as the Azores, which was not much out of our way; 
we ran dire&ly weft from thence, whereby we made our journey (horter than heretofore 
by five hundred leagues: the weaknefs of our (hip, the badneis of our failors, and our 
ignorance of the coaft, caufed us carry but a low fail, that made our pafifage longer 
than we expe&ed. 
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# 0 n Friday the nth of May, we made land, it was fomewhat low, where; appeared 
certain hammocks or hills in it: the fliore white fapd, but very rocky, yet overgrown 
with fair trees. Coming to an anchor, eight Indians in a balk ihallop, with malt and 
fail came boldly aboard us. It feejned by their figns and fuch things as they had) fome 
Bifkihers had fifhed there, being about the latitude of 43. But the harbour, being 
naught, and doubting the weather, we went not afhore, but weighed and ftood to the 
fquthward into the fea. The next morning we found ourfelves imbayed with a mighty 
head-land: within a league of the fhore we anchored, and Captain Gofnoll, myfelf, 
and three others, went to it in our boat, being a white fand and a bold coaft. Though 
the weather was hot, we marched to the higheft hills we could fee, where we perceived 
this head-land part of the main, near invironed with iflands. As we were returning to 
our (hip, a good proper lufty young man came to us, with whom we had but fmall 
conference, and fo we left him. Here in five or fix hours we took more cod than we 
knew what to do with, which made us perfuade ourfelves there might be found a good 
billing in March, April, and May. 

At length we came among thefe fair iiles, fome a league, two, three, five, or fix from 
the main; by one of them we anchored. We found it four miles in compafs, without 
houfe or inhabitant. In it is a lake near a mile in circuit, the reft overgrown with trees, 
which, fo well as the buihes, were fo overgrown with vines, we could fcarce pafs them. 
And by the blofioms we might perceive there would be plenty of ftrawberries, refpifes, 
goofeberries, and divers other fruits: befides, deer and other beads we faw, and cranes, 
herns, with divers other forts of fowl, which made us call it Martha's Vineyai'd. 

The reft of the ifles are replenifhed with fuch like, very rocky, and much tin&urcd 
ftone-like mineral. Though we met many Indians, yet we could not fee their habitations:, 
they gave us fifh, tobacco, and fuch things as they had. But the next ifle we arrived at 
was but two leagues from the main, and fixteen miles about, environed fo with creeks 
and coves, it feemed like many ifles linked together by .fmall paflages like bridges. In 
it is many places of plain grafs, and fuch other fruits and berries as before were 
mentioned. In mid May we did fow wheat, barley, oats, and peas, which in fourteen 
days fprung up nine inches. The foil is fat and lufty, the cruft thereof grey, a foot or 
leis in depth. It is full of high timbered oaks, their leaves thrice fo broad as ours: 
cedar ftraight and tall, beech, holly, walnut, hazel, cherry-trees like ours, but the ftalk 
beareth the bloffom or fruit thereof like a clutter of grapes, forty or fifty in a bunch. 
There is a tree of orange colour, whofe bark in the filing is as fmooth as velvet. 
There is a lake of frefh water three miles in compafs, in the midft an ifle containing an 
acre or thereabout, overgrown with wood : here are many tortoifes, and abundance of 
all forts of fowls, whofe young ones we took and eat at our pleafure. Ground nuts 
as big as eggs, as good as potatoes, and forty on a firing, not two inches under ground. 
All forts of fhell-fifh, as fealops, rauflels, cockles, crabs, lobfters, welks, oyfters, 
exceeding good and very great; but not to cloy you with particulars, what God and 
nature hath bellowed on thofe places, I refer you to the author’s own writing at large. 
We called this ifle Elizabeth's Ifle, from whence we went right over to the main, where 
we ftood awhile as ravifhed at the beauty and delicacy of the fweetnefs, befides divers 
clear lakes, whereof wje faw no end, and meadows very large and full of green grafs, &c. 

Here we efpied feven favages, at firft they exprefled fome fear, but by our courteous 
ufage of them, they followed us to the neck of land, which we thought had been 
fevered from the main, but we found it otherwife. Here we imagined was a river, but 
becaufe the day was far l'pent, we left to difeover it till better leifure. But of good 
harbours, there is no doubt, confidering the land is all rocky aiid broken lands. The 
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jfiext clay we determined to fortify ourfelves in the ifle in the lake. Three weeks we 
fpent in building us there a hqpfe. But the fecond day after our coming from the 
main, eleven canoes with near fifty favageS, came towards us. Being unwilling they 
fhould fee our building, we went to, and exchanged with them knives, hatchets, beads, 
bells, and fuch trifles, for fome beavers, lizards, martins, foxes, wild-cat (kins, and fuch 
like. We faw them have much red copper, whereof they make chains, collars, and 
drinking cups, which they fo little efteemed they would give us for fmall toys, and 
fignified unto us they had it out of the earth in the main: three days they ftayed with 
us, but every night retired two or three miles from us after, with many figns of love 
and friendfhip, they departed, feven of them flaying behind, that did help us to dig and 
carry faffafriis, and do any thing they could, being of a comely proportion, and the beft 
condition of any lavages we had yet encountered. They have no beards but counter¬ 
feits, as they did think ours alfo was, for which they would have changed with fome of 
our men that had great beards. Some of the bafer fort would fteal, but the better fort 
vge found very civil and juft. We faw but three of their women, and they were but of 
mean ftature, attired in ikinslike the men, but fat and well favoured. The wholefome- 
nefs and temperature of this climate, doth not only argue the people to be anfwerable 
to this defcription, but alfo of a perfect conftitution of body, adtive, ftrong, healthful, 
and very witty, as the fundry toys by them fo cunningly wrought may well teftify. 
For ourfelves, we found ourfelves rather increafe in .health and ftrength than otherwife, 
for all our toil, bad diet, and lodging, yet not one of us was touched with any ficknefs. 
Twelve intended here awhile to have ftayed, but upon better confideration, how meanly 
we were provided, we left this iiland (with as many true forrowful eyes as were before 
defirous to fee it) the 18th of June, and arrived at Exmouth the 23d of July,. 

But yet man’s mind doth fuch itfelf explay. 

As God’s great will doth frame it every way. 

Such thoughts'mcn have, on earth that do but live. 

As men may crave, but God doth only give. 

Written by John Brierton, one of the voyage. 


A Voyage of Captain Martin Pring , with two Barks from BriJlow,for the North Part of 

Virginia , 1603. 

BY the inducements and perfuafions of Mr. Richard Hackluite, Mr. John Whitfon 
being mayor, with his brethren the aldermen, and moft of the merchants of the city of 
Briftow, raifed a ftock of one thoufand pounds, to fumifh out two barks, the one of 
fifty tons, with thirty men and boys, the other twenty-fix tons, with thirteen men and 
boys, having Martin Pring an underftanding gentleman, and a fufficient mariner, for 
captain, and Robert Salteme, his afliftant, who had been with Captain Gofnoll there the 
year before for pilot. Though they were much crofted by contrary winds upon the 
coaft of England, and the death of that ever moil memorable miracle of the world, our 
moft dear fovereign Lady and Queen Elizabeth: yet at laft they pafled by the Weftern 
Ifles, and about the 7th of June, fell upon the north part of Virginia, about the degrees 
of 43, wher£ they found plenty of moft forts of fifb, and faw a high country full of 
great woods fundry forts. As they ranged the coaft at a place they named Whitfun 
Bay, they were kindly ufed by the natives that came to them in troops of tens, twenties, 
and thirties, and fometimes more. But becaufe in this voyage for moft: part they 
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followed the courfe of Captain Gofnoli, and have made no relation but to the fame 
efte£t he writ before, we will thus conclude: 

Lay hindi onto this work with all thy wit. 

But pray that God would {peed and perfect it> 

Robert Salterns, 

* 

A Relation of a Difcovery towards the Northward of Virginia , by Captain George Way- 
mouth , 1605 ; employed thither by the Right Honourable Thomas Arundel , Baron of 
Warder , in the Reign of our mof royal King James. 

UPON Tuefday the 5th of March we fet fail from Ratcliff, but by contrary win^s 
we were forced into Dartmouth till the laft of this month, then with twenty-nine as 
good feamen, and all neceffary provisions as could poffibly be gotten, we put to fea, 
and the 24th of April fell with Flowres and Corvos. We intended, as we were 
directed, towards the fouthward of 39 0 ; but the winds fo croffed us we fell more 
northwards, about 41 0 20': we founded at one hundred fathom, and by that we had 
run fix leagues, we had but five, yet faw no land. From the mam-top we defcried 
a whitilh fandy cliff, weft-north-weft, fome fix leagues from us ; but ere we had run 
two leagues further, we found many fttoals and breaches, fometimes in four fathom, 
and the next through fifteen or eighteen. Being thus embayed among thofe (hoals, 
we were conftrained to put back again, which we did with nd fmall danger, though 
both the wind and weather were as fair as we could defire. Thus we parted from the 
land, which we had not before fo much defired, and at the firft fight rejoiced, as now 
we all joyfully praifed God that he had delivered us from fo imminent danger. 
Here we found excellent cod, and faw many whales, as we had done two or three days 
before. Being thus conftrained to put to fea, the want of wood and water caufcd us 
take the beft advantage of the wind, to fall with the fhore wherefoever; but we found 
our fea-cards moft dire&ly falfe. The 17th of May wq made the land again, but it 
blew fo hard we durft not approach it. The next day it appeared to us a main high 
land, but we found it an ifland of fix miles in compafs: vvkhin a league of it we came 
to an anchor, and went on fhore for wood and water, of which we found fufficient, 
the water gufhing forth down the rocky cliffs in many places, which are all overgrown 
with fir, birch, beech, and oak, as the verge is with goofeberries, itrawberries, wild 
peas, and rofe bufhes, and much fowl of divers forts that breed among the rocks. Here, 
as in all places elfe where wo came, we found cod enough. 

From hence we might difcem the main land and yery high mountains; the next day 
beeaufe we rode too open to the fea, we weighed, and came to the iflcs adjoining to the 
main, among which we found an excellent road, defended from all winds, for fhips of 
any burthen, in fix, feven, eight, nine, or ten fathom, upon a clay ooze. This was 
upon Whit-Sunday, wherefore we called it Pentecoft Harbour. Here I cannot omit, 
for foolifh fear of imputation of flattery, the painful induftry of our captain, who, as 
at fea, he was always moft careful and vigilant, fo at land he rcfufed no pains; but his 
labour was ever as much, or rather more, than any man's; which not only encou¬ 
raged others with better content, but alfo effe&ed much with great expedition. We 
digged a garden the aad of May, where, among our garden feeds, gp fowed peas 
and barley, which in fixteen days grew up eight inches, although this was but the 
cruft of the ground, and much infenor to the mould we after found in the main. 

After we had taken order for all our neceffary bufineffes, we marched through two 
of thefe ifies. The biggeft was four or five miles in compafs; we found here all foits 
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of ordinary frees, befides vines, currants, fpruce, yew, angelica, and divers gfems, 
infomuch many of our company, wifhed theml'elves fettled here. Upon the 30th our 
captain with thirteen went to difcover the main: we in the {hip efpied three canoes that 
camp towards the (hip, which, alter they had well viewed, one of them came aboard with- 
three men, and by our good ufage of them, not long after the reft. Two days we 
had their*companies; in all refpeds they are but like them at Elizabeth’s Hies, there¬ 
fore this may iuffice for their defcription, In this time our captain had difcovered a 
fair river, trending into the main forty miles, and returned back to bring in the ihip. 
The favages alfo kept their words, and brought us forty beaver, otter, and fable Ikins, 
fpt the value of five {hillings in knives, glafies, combs, and fuch toys, and thus we 
ul’ed them fd kindly as we could, becaufe we intended to inhabit in their country, they 
lying aboard with us, and we afiiore with them; but it was but as changing man for 
man as hoftages, and in this manner many times We had their companies. 

At laft they defired our captain to go with them to the main to trade with their 
Ifctihabes, which is their chief lord, which we did, our boat well maimed with fourteen, 
yet would they row fafter with three oars in their canoes than we with eight j but when 
we faw our old acquaintance would not ftay aboard us as before for hoftage, but did 
what they could to draw us into a narrow cirque, we exchanged one Owen Griffin with 
them for a young fellow of theirs, that, he might fee if he could difcover any trea¬ 
chery, as he did, for hfe found there affembled two hundred and eighty-three favages 
with bows and arrows, but not any thing at all to' trade as they pretended. Thefe 
things* confidered, we conceited them to be but as .all favages ever had been, kind 
till they found opportunity to do mifehief. Wherefore we determined to take fume 
of them, before they ftould fufpeft we had difcovered their plot, left they ffiould abfent 
themfelves from us; fo the firft that ever after came into the {hip were three, which 
we kept, and two we took on ft ore with much ado, with two canoes, their bows and 
arrows. | 

Some time wc fpent in founding all the Mies, channels, and inlets thereabouts, and 
we found four feveral ways a ftip might be brought into this bay. In the interim there 
came two canoes-morc boldly aboard us, fignifying we ftould bring our ftip to the 
place where he dwelt to trade. We excufed ourfelves why we could not, but ufed 
them kindly, yet got them away with ail the fpeed we could, that they ftould not be 
perceived by them in the hole; then we went up the river twenty-fix miles, of which 
I had rather not write, than by my relation detract from it. It is in breadth a mile, 
near forty miles, and a channel of fix, feven, eight, nine, or ten fathoms; and on both 
Tides, every half-mile, gallant coves, to contain in many of them one hundred fail, 
where they may lie on oze, without cable or anchor, only moored with a hawfer, and 
it flovveth eighteen feet, that you may make, dock, or careen {hips with much facility. 
Befides, the land is mod rich, trending all along on both fides in an equal plain, nei¬ 
ther rocky nor mountainous, but verged with a green border of gral's, doth make 
tender to the beholder her pleafant fertility, if by deanfing away the woods fte were 
converted into meadow. - 

The woods are great and tall, fuch as are fpoken of in the iflan^s, and well watered 
with many fcft fprings. Our men that had feen Oronoque, fo famous in the world’s 
ears, Reogrsmde, Loyer, and Slion report, though they be great and goodly rivers, 
yet are not comparable to it. Leaving our ftip we went higher, till we were feven 
miles higher than the fait water flowed; we marched towards the mountains we had 
feen, but the weather was fo hot, and our labour lb great, as our captain was con¬ 
tented to return. After we bad ere&ed a crofs, we left this fair land and river, in 
» which 



24 smith's VIRGINIA. ' 

whiq|i the higher we went the better we liked it, and returned to our /hip. By the. 
way we met a canoe, that much defired one of our njen to go up to their Ba/habes; 
but we knew their intents, and fo turned them off; and though we had both time and 
provifion to have difcovered much more, and might have found peradventure good 
trade; yet becaufe our company was but (mall, we would not hazard fo hopeful a 
bufinefs as this was, either for our private or particular ends, being more regardful of 
a public good, and promulgating God’s holy .church by planting Chriftianity, which 
was the intent of our adventurers fo well as ours. Returning by the illes in the entry 
of the Sound, we called them St. George’s Ifles, and becaufe on Sunday we fet out of 
England, on Sunday alfo the 16th of June we departed hence. When we had run 
thirty leagues, we had forty fathoms, then feventy, then one hundred. After two or 
three watches more we were in twenty-four fathoms, where we took fo much cod as 
we did not know what to da with : and the 18th of July came to Dartmouth, and«aU 
our men as well, God be thanked, as when they went forth. 

Thus may you fee, 

God hath not all his gifts hcftowed on all or any one. 

Words fvreeteft, and wits (harped, courage, ftrength of bone; 

All -ramies of mind and parts do all concur in none. 

Written by James Rosier, one of the voyage. 
BOOK II. 

The Sixth Voyage 1606, to another Part of Virginia, where now arc planted our Englijlt 

Colonies, (whom God increafe and preferve,) difcovered and defcribed by Captain John 

Smith , fometime Governor of the Country . 

BY thefe former relations you may fee what inconveniences ftill eroded thofe good 
intents, and how great a matter it was all this time to find but a harbour, although 
there befo many. But this Virginia is a country in America, between the degrees df 
34 and 45 of the north latitude. The bounds thereof on the eaft fide are the great 
ocean ; on the fouth lieth Florida } on the north. Nova Francia ; as for the weft 
thereof, the limits are unknown. Of all this country we purpofe not to fpeak, but 
only of that part which was planted by the Englifhmen, in the year of our Lord 1606, 
and this is under the degrees 37, 38, and 39. The temperature of this country doth 
agree well with Englifh conftitutions, being once feafoned to the country ; which 
appeared by this, that though by many occafions our people fell fick, yet did they 
recover by very ftnall means, and continued in health, though there were other 
great caufes, not only to have made them fick, but even to end their days, &c. 

The fummer is hot as in Spain, the winter cold as in France or England. The heat 
of fummer is in June, July, and Auguft, but commonly the cool breezes*affuage the 
vehemency of the heat. The chief of winter is half December, January, February, 
and half March. The cold is extreme (harp; but here the proverb is true, that no 
extreme long continued). 

In the year 1607, wqs an extraordinary froft in molt of Europe, anckfcis froft was 
found as extreme in Virginia. But the next year, for 8 or 10 days oPlll weather, 
other 14 days would be as fummer. 

The winds here are variable, but the like thunder and lightning to purify the air, 
% have feldpm either feen or heard is Europe. From die fouth-weft came the greateft 
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gufts, with thunder and hear. The north-weft wind is commonly cool, and bringetl^ 
fair weather with it. From the nofth is the greateft cold ; and from the eaft and 
fouth-eaft, as from the Bermudas, fogs and rains. 

Sometimes there are great droughts, other times much rain, yet great neceffity 
of neither, by reafon we fee not but that all the rarity of needful fruits in Europe 
may be therein great plenty, by the induftry of men, as appeareth by thofe we there 
planted. 

There is but one entrance by feainto this country, and that is at the mouth of a very- 
goodly bay, eighteen or twenty miles broad. The cape on the fouth is called Cape 
Henr.y, in honour of our moft noble Prince. The land, white hilly fands, like unto the 
Downs, and alfalong the fhores great plenty of pines and firs. 

The north cape is called Cape Charles, in honour of the worthy Duke of York. 
Theifkfe before it, Smith’s Ifles, by the name of the difeoverer. Within is a country 
that may have the prerogative over the moft pleafant places known, for large and 
pleafant navigable rivers $ heaven and earth never agreed better to frame a place 
for man’s habitation, were it fully manured and inhabited by induftrious people. 
Here are mountains, bills, plains, vallies, rivers, and brooks all running moft 
pleafantly into a fair bay, compaffed, but for the mouth, with fruitful and delightfome 
land. In the bav and rivers are many ides both great and final!, fome woody, fome 
plain, moft of them low’and not inhabited. This bay lieth north and'fouth, in 
which the water flowfeth near two hundred miles, and hath a channel for one hundred 
and forty iniles of depth, betwixt fix and fifteen fathoms, holding in breadth for the 
moft part ten or fourteen miles. From the head of the bay to the north-weft, the land is 
mountainous and fo in a manner from thence by a fouth-weft line; fo that the more 
fouthward, the farther oft’ from the bay are thofe mountains; from which fall certain 
brooks, which after come to fine principal navigable rivers. Thefe run from the 
north-weft into the fouth-eaft, apd lo into the weft fide of the bay, where the fall of 
every river is within twenty or fifteen miles one of another. 

The mountains are of divers natures, for at the head of the bay the rocks are of a 
•compofition like mill-ftones; fome of marble, &c.; and many pieces like chriftai, we 
found, as thrown down by water from thefe mountains. For in winter they are co¬ 
vered with much fnow, and when it diffolveth the waters fall with fuch violence, that 
it caufeth great inundations in fome narrow vallies, which is fcarce perceived, being 
once in the rivers. Thefe waters walh from the rocks fuch gliftering tin&ures, that 
the ground in fome places feemeth aj gilded, where both the rocks and the earth are 
fo fplendent to behold, that better judgments than ours might have been perfuaded 
they contained more than probabilities. The vefture of the earth in moft places doth 
manifeftly prove the nature of the foil to be lufty and very rich. The colour of the 
earth we found,in divers places, refcmbleth bole artnoniac, terra figillata, and lemnia, 
fuller’s-earth, marl, and divers other fuch appearances: but generally for the moft 
part it is a black Tandy mould, in fome places a fat flimy clay, in other places a very 
barren gravel. But the belt ground is known by the vefture it beareth, as by the 
greatnefs of trees, or abundance of weeds, &c. 

The country Jk not mountainous, nor yet low, but fuch pleafant plain hills, and 
fertile vallies, otI prettily crofting another, and watered fo conveniently with frefli 
brooks and fprings, no lefs commodious than delightfome. By the rivers are many 
plain marfhes, containing fome twenty, fome one hundred, fome two hundred acres, 
fome more, fome lefs. Other plains there are few, but only where the favages inha- 
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bit, but all overgrown with trees and weeds, being a plain wildernefs as God, firft 
made it. 

On the weft fide of the bay we faid were five r fair and delightful navigable rivers; 
The firft of thofe, and the next to the mouth of the bay, hath its courfe from the weft- 
north-weft j it is called Powhatan, according to the name of a principal couhtry that 
lieth upon it. The mouth of this river is near three miles in breadth, yet do the 
Ihoals force the channel fo near-the land, that afacre will overihoot it at point blank. 
It is navigable one hundred and fifty miles, the ihoals and foundings are here needlefs 
to be exprefied. It falleth from rocks far weft in a couhtry inhabited by a nation they 
call Monacans. But where it cometh into our difeovery it is Powhatan. In the fartheft 
place that was diligently obferved, are falls, rocks, Ihoals, &c. which makes ft paft 
navigation any higher. Thence in the running downward, the river is enriched with 
many goodly brooks, which arc maintained by an infinite number of fmall rundles and 
pleafant fprings, that difperfe themfelves for beft fervice, as do the veins of a man’s 
body. From the fouth there falls into it, firft, the pleafant river of Apamatuck; 
next, more to the caft, are two fmall rivers of Quiyougcohanocke ; a little farther is 
a bay, wherein falleth three or four pretty brooks and creeks, that half intrench the 
inhabitants of Warralkoyac ; then the river of Nandfamund; and laftly, the brook of 
Chefapeack. From the north fide is the river of Chickahamania, the back river of 
James Town ; another by the Cedar Ille, where we lived ten weeks upon oyfters, then 
a convenient harbour for filher boats at Kencoughtan, that fo turneth itfelf into bays 
and creeks, it makes that place very pleafant to inhabit, their corn-fields btjrng girded 
therein in a manner as peninfulas. The moft of thefe rivers are inhabited by ieveral 
nations, or rather families, of the name of the rivers. They have alfo over thefe fome 
governor, as their king, which they call Werowances. In a peninfula on the north 
fide of this river are the Englifh planted in a place by them called James Town, in 
honour of the King’s inoft Excellent Majefty. 

The firft, and next the river’s mouth, are the Kecoughtans, who, befides their women 
and children, have not paft twenty fighting men. The Pafpaheghes (on whofe land 
is feated James Town, fome forty miles from the bay) have not paft forty. The river 
called Chickahamania near two hundred and fifty; the Weanocks one hundred j the 
Arrowhatocks thirty; the place called Towhatan, fome forty; on the fouth fide this 
river, the Appamatucks have fixty fighting men; the Q uiyougcohanocks twenty five j 
the Nandfamunds two hundredj the CheTapeacks one hundred ; of this laft place the 
bay beareth the name. In all thefe places is a feveral commander, which they call 
Werowance, except the Chickahamanians, who are governed by the priefts and their 
alliftants, or their elders, called Caw-cawwaffoughes. In fummer, no place affordeth 
more plenty of fturgeon, nor in winter more abundance of fowl, especially in the time 
of frolt. I took once fifty-two fturgeons at a draught, at another fixty-eight. From 
the latter end of May till the end of June are taken few, but young ftfergeons of two 
feet or a yard long. From thence till the midft of September, them of two or three 
yards long, and few others; and in four or five hours, with one net, were ordinarily 
taken feven or eight; often more, feldom lefs. In the fmall rivers, all the year, 
there is good plenty, of fmall filh; fo that with hooks, thofe that would take pains had 
fufficient. 

Fourteen miles northward from the river Powhatan is the river Pamaunkee, which is 
navigable fixty or feventy miles, but with catches and fmall barks, thirty or forty miles 
liWlpar. At the ordinary flowing of the fait water, it divideth itfelf into two gallant 

o, branches.- 
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branches. On the fouth fide inhabit the people of Youghtanund, who have abo^jt 
'fixty men for wars. On the north J»ranch Mattapament, who have thirty men. Where 
thisYiver is divided the country is called Pamaunkee, and nourifheth near three hun¬ 
dred able men. About twenty-five miles lower, on the north fide of this river, is 
Werawocomoco, where their great king inhabited when I was delivered him prifoher; 

' yet there are not pad forty able men. Ten or twelve miles lower, on the fouth fide of 
this river, i$ Chifldack, Which hath fome forty or fifty m:n. Thefe, as alfo A puma- 
tuck, Irrohatock, and Powhatan, are their great king’s chief alliance, and inhabitants; 
the reft his conquefts. 

Before we come to the third river that falleth from the mountains, there is another 
river, fome thirty miles navigable, that cometh from the inland, called Payankatanke, 
the inhabitants are about fifty or fixty ferviceable men. 

The third navigable river is called Toppahanock: this is navigable fome hundred and 
thirty miles; at the top of it inhabit the people called Mannahoacks, amongft the moun¬ 
tains, but they are above the place we defcribed. Upon this river, on the north fide, are 
the people Cuttatawomen, with thirty fighting men. Higher are the Moraughtacunds, 
with eighty. Beyond them Rapahanock, with one hundred. Far above is another, 
Cuttatawomen, with twenty. Oh the fouth is the pleafant feat of Nantaughtacund, 
having one hundred and fifty men. This river alfo, as the two former, is replenifhed 
with fifh and fowl. • 

The fourth river is called Patawomeke, fir or feven miles in breadth; it is naviga¬ 
ble one hundred and forty miles, and fed as the reft with many fweet rivers and 
fprings, which fall from the bordering hills: thefe hills many of them are planted, and 
yield no lefs plenty and variety of fruit, than the river exceedeth with abundance of 
nfh ; it is inhabited on both fides: firft,on the fouth fide, at the very entrance is Wigh- 
cocomoco,and hath fome hundred and thirty men,beyond them Sekacawone, with thirty; 
the Onawmanient, with one hundred ; and the Patawomekes more than two hundred. 
Here doth the river divide itfelf into three or four convenient branches: the greateft 
of the leaft is called Quiyough, trending north-weft, but the river itfelf tumeth north- 
eaft, and is ftill a navigable ftreatn; On the weftem fide of this bought is Tauxenent, 
with forty men: on the north of this river is Secowocomoco, with forty : fotne- 
what further Potapaco, with twenty: in the eaft part is Pamacaeack, with fixty: after 
Moyowance; with one hundred: and laftly, Nacotchtanke, with eighty. The river 
above this place maketh his paffage down a low pleafant valley, overfhadowed in many 
places with high rocky mountains, from whence diftil innumerable fweet and plea- 
iant fprings. * , 

The fifth river is called Pawtuxunt, of a lefs proportion than the reft; but the chan¬ 
nel is fixteen fathoms deep in fome places. Here are infinite ikulls of divers kinds of 
fifh more than elfewhere. Upon this river dwell the people called Acquintanackfuak, 
Pawtuxunt, and Mattapanient. Two hundred men was the greateft ftrength that 
could be there perceived; but they inhabit together, and not fo difperfed as the reft. 
Thefe of all other we found moft civil to give enter tai nment. 

Thirty leagues northward is a river, not inhabited, yet navigable, for the red clay 
refembling bole jurmoniack, we called it Bolus. At the end of the bay, where it is fix 
or feven miles iiroreadth, it divides itfelf into four branches; the bed cometh north- 
weft from among the mountains, but though canoes may go a day’s journey or two up 
it, we could not get two miles up it with our boats for rocks; upon it is feated the 
Safquefahanocks, near it north-and-by-weft runneth a creek a mile and a half; at the 
head whereof, the Eble left us on fhcre, where we found many trees cut with hatchets. 

s 2 The 
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The next tide, keeping the ihore, to feek for fome favages, (for within thirty leagues 
failing we faw not any, being a Wren country,) we went up another fmali river* 
like a creek, fix or feven miles: from thence returning, we met feven canoes of*the 
Maffowomeks, with whom we had conference by figns, for we underftood one another 
fcarce a word: the next day we difcovered the fmali river and people of' Tock- 
whogh trending eaftward. „ 

Having loft our grapnel among the rocks of Safquefahanocks, we were then near 
two hundred miles from home, and our barge about two tons, and had in it but twelve 
men to perform this difeovery, wherein we lay above twelve weeks upon thofe great 
waters in thofe unknown countries, hating nothing but a little meal, oatmeal, and 
water to feed us, and fcarce half fufficient of that for half that time, but-what provhlon 
we got among the favages, and fuch roots and fifh as we caught by accident, and God’s 
direftion; nor had we a mariner, nor any had ikill to trim the fails, but two failevs and 
myfelf, the reft being gentlemen, or them were as ignorant in fuch toil and labour. 
Yet neceflity in a fhort time, by good words and examples, made them do that that 
caufed them ever after to fear no colours. What I did with this fmali means, I leave 
to the reader to judge, and the map I made of the country, which is but a fmali matter, 
in regard of the magnitude thereof. But to proceed, fixty of thofe Safquefahanocks 
came to us with (kins, bows, arrows, targets, beads, fwords, and tobacco-pipes, for 
prefents. Such great and well-proportioned men are feldom feen, for they feemed 
like giants to the Engliih, yea, and to their neighbours, yet feemed of an honeft and 
fimple difpofttion, with much ado reftrained from adoring us as gods. Thofo are the 
ftrangeft people of all thofe countries, both in language and attire ; for their language, 
it may well befeem their proportions, founding from them as a voice in a vault. Their 
attire is the ikins of bears and wolves j fome have caffocks made of bears’ heads and* 
(kins, that a man’s head goes through the (kin’s neck, and thenars of the bear fattened 
to his (houlders, the nofe and teeth hanging down his bread, another bear’s face fplit 
behind him, and at the end of the nofe hung a paw, 'the half (leeves coming to the 
elbows, were the necks of bears, and the arms through the mouth, with paws hanging 
at their nofes. One had the head of a wolf hanging in a chain for a jewel, his tobacco 
pipe, three quarters of a yard long, prettily carved, with a bird, a deer, or fome fuch 
device at the great end, fufficient to beat out one’s brains; with bows, arrows, and 
clubs, fuitable to their greatnefs. Thefe are fcarce known to Powhatan- They can 
make near ftx hundred able men, and are pallifadoed in their towns, to defend them 
from the Maflawomekes, their mortal enemies. Five of tlieir chief Werowances came 
aboard us,^nd eroded the bay in their barge. The pidture of the greateft of them is 
fignified in the map; the calf of whofe leg was three quarters of a yard about, and 
all the reft of his limbs fo anfwerable to that proportion, that he feemed the goodlieft 
man we ever beheld. His hair, the one fide was long, the other (horn clofe, with a 
ridge over his crown, like a coxcomb. His arrows were five quarter!! long, beaded 
with the fplinters of a white cryital-like ftone, in form of a heart, an inch broad, and 
an inch and a half or more long: thefe he wore in a wolfs (kin at his back, for his 
quiver, his bow in the one hand, and bis club in. the other, as is deferibed. 

On the eaft fide of the bay is the river Tockwhogh, and upon it a people that can 
make one hundred men, feated fome feven miles within the river : wflfere they have % 
fort very well pallifadoed and mantled with bark of trees. Next them is Ozintea, with 
fixty men. More to the fouth of that eaft fide of the bay, the river Rapahanock, 
near unto which is the river Kuikarawaock, upon which is feated a people, with two 
hundred men. After that, is the river Tants Wighcocomoco, and on it a people with 

one 
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one hundred men. The people of thofe rivers are of little ftature, of another language 
‘from the reft, and very rude. But they on the river Acohanock, with forty raenj and 
jhey of Accomack, eighty men,*doth equalize any of the territories of Powhatan, and 
fpeak his language, who over all thofe doth rule as king. 

Southward we went to fome parts bf Chawonock and the Mangoags to fearch for 
them lef[ by Mr. White. Amongft thofe people are thus many feveral nations of 
fundry languages, that environ Powhatans territories., The Cnawonocks, the Man¬ 
goags, the Monacans, the Mannahokes, the Mafawomekes, the Powhatans, the Saf- 
quefahanocks, the Atquanachukes, the Tockwoghes, and the Kufcarawaockes. All 
thofe not any one underftandeth another but by interpreters. T t heir feveral habitations 
«re more plainly deferibed by this annexed map, which will prefent to'the eye the way 
of the mountains, and current of the rivers, with their feveral turnings, bays, fhoals, 
ifl§s, inlets, and creeks, the breadth of the waters, the diftances of places, and fuch 
like. In which map oblervc this, that as for as you fee the little erodes on rivers, moun¬ 
tains, or other places have been difeovered ; the reft was had by information of the 
ftivages, and are fet down according to their inftru&ions. , 

Thus have I walked a waylefa way, with uncouth pace. 

Which yet no Chriftian man did ever trace : 

But yet J know this not affects the miud, 

WhicWars doth hear, as that which eyes do find. 


Of fuch Things which are naturally in Virginia , and how they ufe them• 

VIRGINIA doth afford many excellent vegetables, and living creatures, yet grafs 
there is little or none, but what groweth in low marflies : for all the country is over¬ 
grown with trees, whofe droppings continually tumeth their grafs to weeds, by reafon 
of the ranknefs of the ground, which would foon be amended by good hufbandry. 
The wood that is molt common is oak and walnut; many of their oaks are fo tall and 
ftraight that they will bear two foot and a halffquare of good timber for twenty yards „ 
long. Of this wood there is two or three feveral kinds. The acorns of one kind, 
whofe bark is more white than the other, and fomewhat fweetift, which being boiled, 
at lait affords a fweet oil, that they keep in gourds to annoint their heads* and joints. 
The fruit they eat made in bread or otherwife. There is alfo fome elms, fome black 
walnut-tree, and fome afh: of afh and elm they make foap afhes. If the trees be very 
great, the afhes will be good, and melt to hard lumps, but if they be ftnall, it will 
but powder, and not fo good as the other. Of walnuts there is two or three kinds; 
there is a kind of wood we called cyprefs, becauie both the wood, the fruit*, and leaf 
did moil refemble it, and of thofe trees there are fome near three fathom about at the 
foot, very ftraight, and fifty, fixty, or eighty feet without a branch. By the dwelling 
of the favages are fome great mulberry-trees, and in fome parts of the country they are 
found growing naturally in pretty groves. There was an effay made to make filk, and 
furely the worms profpered excellent well, till the mafter workman fell fick. During 
which time they were eaten with rats. * 

In fome parts were found fome chefnuts, whofe wild fruit equal the bed in France, 
Spain, Germany, or Italy. Plums there are of three forts. ’ The red and white are 
like our hedge plums, but the other,which they call putchamins, grow as high as a 
palmeta: the fruit is like a medlar ; it is firft green, then yellow, and red when it is 
ripe ; if it be not ripe, it will draw a man’s mouth awry, with much torment j but 
when it is ripe, it is as delicious as an apricot. 
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They have cherries, andthofe are much like a damfen, but for their tafte and colour* 
we cabled them cherries. We faw feme few crabs, but very fmall and bitter. Of vines 
great abundance, in many parts that climb the tops of tfie higheft trees in fome places,* 
but thefe bear but few grapes. Except by the rivers and favage habitations, where 
they are not overfhadowed from the fun, they are covered with fruit, though neirer 
pruned nor manured. Of thofe hedge-grapes we made near twenty gallons of wine, 
which was like our French Britiih wine, but certainly they would prove good were they 
well* manured. There is another fort of grape near as great as a cherry, this they call 
meffamins ; they be fat, and the juice thick. Neither doth thetafte fo well pleafewhen 
they are made in wine. They have a fmall fruitgrowing on little trees, hulked like a 
chefnut, but the fruit moft like a very fmall acorn. This they call chechinquamins,' 
which they efteem a great dainty. They have a berry much like <^r goofeberry, in 
greatnefs, colour, and tafte ; thofe they call rawcomens, and do eat them raw or 
boiled. On thefe natural fruits they live a great part of the year, which they ufe in this 
manner ; the walnuts, chefnuts, acorns, and chechinquamins are dried to keep, 
When they need walnuts they break them between two Hones, yet fome part of the 
fhells will cleave to the fruit. Then do they dry them again upon a mat over a hurdle. 
After they put it into a mortar of wood, and beat it very fmall; lhat done they mix 
it with water, that the fhells may fink: to the bottom. This water will be coloured as 
milk, which they call pawcohiccora, and keep it for their ufe. The fruit like medlars, 
they call putchamins, they call upon hurdles on a mat, and preferve them as prunes. 
Of their chefnuts and chechinquamins boiled, they make both broth and breads for 
their chief men, or at their greateft feafts. Befides thofe fruit-trees, there is a 
white poplar, and another tree like unto it, that yieldeth a very clear and an odoriferous 
gum like turpentine, which fome called balfam. There are alfo cedars and faffafras 
trees. They alfo yield gums in a fmall proportion of themfelves. We tried con- 
clufions to extra& it out of the wood, but nature afforded more than our arts. 

In the watery vallies grow a berry which they call ocotightanamnis very much like 
unto capers. Thefe they dry in fummer. When they # eat them they boil them near 
half a day $ for otherwife they differ not much frompoifOn. Mattoum groweth as our 
bents. The feed is not much unlike to rye, though much fmaller. This they ufe fora 
dainty bread'buttered with deer fuet. 

During fummer there are either ftrawberries, which ripen in April, or mulberries 
which ripen in May and June. Rafpi fes, hurts, or a fruit that the inhabitants call 
maracock, which is a pleafant wholefome fruit much like a lemon. Many herbs in the 
faring are commonly difperfed throughout the woods, hood for broths and fallads, as 
violets, parfley, forrell, &c. Befides many we ufed whofe names we know not. 

The chief root they have for food is called tockawhoughe. It grows like a flag in 
marfhes. „ In one day a favage will gather fufficient for a week. Thefe roots are much 
of the greatnefs and tafte of potatoes. They ufed to cover a great many, of them with 
oak leaves and fern, and then cover all with earth in the manner of a coalpit; over it, 
on each fide, they continue a great fire twenty-four hours before they dare eat it. Raw 
it is no better than poifon, and being roafted, except it be tender and the heat abated, 
or fliced and dried in the fun, mixed withforrel and meal, or fuch like, it wiU prick and 
torment the throat extremely, and yet in fummer they ufe this ordinarily fSfr bread. 

They have another root which they call wighfacan: as the other feedeth the body, 
fo this cureth their hurts and difeafes. It is a fmall root, which they bruife mid apply 
to the wound.* Pocones is a fmall root that groweth in the mountains, which being 
dried and beat in powder turns redj and this they ufe for fwellings, aches, anointing 

their 
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their joints, painting their heads and garments. They account it very precious, and 
of much worth. Mufquafpgn is a root of the bignefs of a finger, and as red as 
blood. In drying it will wither almoft to nothing. This they ufe to paint their mats, 
targets, and fuch like. 

’There is alfo pellitory of Spain, faffafras, and divers other fimples, which the apo¬ 
thecaries gathered, and commended to be good and medicinable. 

In the low marfhes grow plots of onions, containing an acre of ground, or mofe, in 
many places; but they are fmall, not paft the bignefs of the top of one’s thumb. 

Of beafts the chief are deer, nothing differing from ours. In the deferts towards 
the heads of rivers there ara many, but amongft the rivers few. There is a beaft they 
call aroughcun, much like a badger, but ufeth to live on trees, as fquirrels do. Their 
fquirrels fouie aifpiear as great as our final left fort of wild rabbits, fome blackifh or 
black and white, but the moft ai% grey. 

A fmall beaft they have they call affapanic, but we call them flying fquirrels, be- 
.caufe fpreading their legs, and fo ftretching the largenefs of their ikins, that they have 
been feen to fly thirty or forty yards. An opoffum hath a head like a fwine and a tail 
like a rat, and is pf the bignefs of a cat. Under her belly (he hath a bag, wherein (he 
lodgeth, carricth, and fuckleth her young. A muffafcus is a beaft. of the form and 
nature of our water-rats, but many of them finell exceedingly ftrong of mulk. Their 
hares no bigger than*our conics, and few of them to be found. 

Their bears are very little in comparifon of thofe of Mufcovy and Tartary. The 
beaver is as big as an ordinary water-dog, but his legs exceeding Ihort; his fore-feet 
like a dog’s, his hinder feet like a fwan’s. His tail fomewhat like the»form of a racket, 
bare without hair, which to eat the favages efteem a great delicacy. They have many 
otters, which, as the beavers, they take with fnares, and efteem the (kins great orna¬ 
ments,. and of all thofe beafts they ufe to feed when they catch them. An utchun- 
quoyes is like a wild cat. .Their foxes are like our filver-haired conies, of a fmall 
proportion, and not fmclling like thofe in England. Their dogs of that country are 
like their wolves, and cannotebark, but howl, and the wolves not much bigger than 
our Englifti foxes. Martins, polecats, weafels, and minks, we know they have, becaufe 
we haft feen many of their (kins, though very feldom any of them alive. But one 
thing is ftrange, that we could never perceive their vermin deftroy our hens, eggs, nor 
chickens, nor do any hurt, nor their flies nor ferpents any way pernicious, where in the 
fouth parts of America ‘they are always dangerous, and often deadly. 

Of birds the eagle is the gregteft devourer. Hawks there be of divers forts, as our 
falconers called them: fparrow-hawks, lanarets, gofhawks, falcons, and ofpreys, but 
they all prey moft upon fi(h. Their partridges are little bigger than our quails. .Wild 
turkies are as big as our tame. There are woofels or blackbirds with red (boulders, 
thrulhes, and divers forts of fmall birds, fome red, fome blue, fcarce fo big as a wren; 
but few in fummcr. In winter there are great plenty of fwans, cranes, grey and white, 
with black wings, herons, geefe, brants, duck, wigeon, dotterell, oxies, parrots, and 
pigeons. Of all thofe forts great abundance, and fome other ftrange kinds, to us un¬ 
known by name; but in fummer not any, or a very few to be feen. 

Of filh \vg were beft acquainted with fturgeon, grampus, *porpus, feals, ftingrays,. 
whofe tails are very dangerous, brets, mullets, white falmons, trouts, foals, plaice, 
herrings, coney-filh, rock-filh, eels, lampreys, cat-filh, lhads, perch of three forts, 
crabs, fhrimps, crevices, oyfters, cockles, and mufcles. But the moft ’ftrange fifh is 
a final! one,, fo like the pi&ure of St-George and the Dragon as pofliblecan be, 
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except his legs and wings, and the toad-fi(h, which will fwell till it be li^e to burft, when ' 
it cometh into the air. 

Concerning the entrails of the earth little can be faid for certainty. There wanted 
good refiners j for thofe that took upon them to have ikili this way, took up the wafli- 
ingsfrom the mountains, and foifie moflcered Alining ftones and fpangles which the 
waters brought down, flattering themfelves in their own vain conceits to have been fup- 
pofed what they were not, by the means of that ore, if it proved as their arts and 
judgments expe&ed. Only this is certain, that many regions lying in the fame latitude 
afford mines very rich, of divers natures. The cruft alfo of thefe rocks would eafily 
perfuade a man to believe there are other urines than iron and fteel, if the^e were but. 
means and men of experience that knew the mine from fpar. 

Of their planted Fruits in Virginia, an ! how they ufe tlmu 

THEY divide the year into five feafons. Their winter fome call popanow, the fpring* 
catapeuk, the fummer cohattayough, the earing of their com nepinough, the harveft 
and fall of leaf taquitock. From September until the midft or November are the 
chief feafts and facrifice. Then have they plenty of fruits, as well planted as natural, 
as com, green «ygd ripe, fifli, fowl, and wild beaus exceeding fat. 

The greateft labour they take is in planting their com, for the country naturally is 
overgrown with wood. To prepare the ground, they bruife the bark of the trees near 
the root, then do thfy feoren the roots with fire that they grow no more. The ‘next 
year with a crooked piece of wood they beat up the weeds by the roots, and in that 
mould they plant their com. Their manner is this. They make a hole in the earth 
with a ftick, and into it they put four grains of whea* and two of beans, Thefe holes 
they make four ft$t one from another. Their women and children do continually 
keep it weeding, and when it is grown middle high, they hill it about like a hop- 
yard. 

In April they begin to plant, but their chief plantation is in May, and fo they con¬ 
tinue till the midft of June. What they plant in April they reap in Auguft, for May 
in September, for June in O&ober. Every ftalk of their com commonly Seareth 
two ears, fome three, feldom any four, many but one, and fome none. Every ear 
ordinarily hath between two hundred and five hundred grains.. The ftalk being green 
hath a fweet juice in it, fomewhat like a fugar cane, which is tne caufe that when they 

g ather their com green, they fuck the ftalks: for as we gather green peas, fo do they 
ieir com bring green, which excelleth their old. They plant alfo peas they call 
affentamens, which are the fame they call in Italy fagioli. Their beans are the fame the 
Turks cajjl gamanfes; but thefe they much efteem for dainties. 

Their corn they roaft in the ear green, and bruifing it in a mortar of w©od with a 
pelt, lap it in rolls in the leaves of their com, and fo boil it for a dainty. They alfo 
referve that corn late planted that will not ripe, by roafting it in hot a flies, the heat 
thereof drying it. In winter they efteem it bring boiled with beans for a rare dilh, they 
call paufrrowmena. Thrir old wheat they firihfteep anight in hot water, in the morning 
pounding it in a mortar. • They ufe a fmall bafket for thrir temmes, then pound again 
the great, and fo feparating by dalhing thrir hand in the baiket, receive the flourin a 
platter made of wood, feraped to that form with burning and Ihelis. Tempering this 
flour with water, they make it either in cakes, covering them with allies till they be 
baked, and then warning them in fair water, they dry prefently with thrir own heat: 

’ 8 or 
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or elfe boil them in water, eating the broth with the bread, whichthey call ponap. TJie 
grouts and pieces ot the corns retraining, by burning in the platter or in the wind, away; 
the bran they boil three or four hours with water, which $ an ordinary food they call 
uftats^hamen. But fome more thrifty than cleanly do burn the core of the ear ta pow¬ 
der, which they call pungnoUgh, mingling that in their meal, but it neyer tailed,well 
in bread ifl?r broth. Their filh and flelh they boil either very tenderly, or boil it >ib 
long on hurdles,.over the fire; or elfe after the Spanifh faihion, putting it on a fpit, 
they; turn firft the on? fide, then the other, till it be as dry as their jerkin beef in the 
Weft lndies,. that they may keep it a tftondf or more, without putrifying. The broth 
of.fifh or fteib ihey-eatmcomaronly asthen|eat. . . 

'• In May alio amongft their eotn plant pumpu^, and Kfruh fikeoipto a mulk- 
melon, but lefs and|jrorfe, which theryfcall mamc|s|? -,^1^^/^dMdiraeaCe «acceNedxQ0lyri.;^Eid 
rip«f in the b^mnhig of July, and Continue until B^ttmbfS.^ plant alfo maia- 
cocks, a wild fruit like a lemon, which alfo mereafe infinitely. They begin to ripen in 
September, and*continue till the end of Odober* When all their fruits be gathered, 
little elfe they plant,and this is done by -their women and children; neither doth this 
long fuffice them, foi; near three parts of the year they only obierve times and fea&ns, 
and live of what the country naturally affordeth from hand to mouth, See. 

The Commodities in Virginia , or that may be bad by Indujlry. 

THljj mildnefs of the air, the fertility of the foil, and fituadon of the rivers, are fo 
propitious to the nature and ufe of man, as no place is more convenient for pleafure, 
profit, and man’s fuftenance, under that latitude or climate. * 

Here will live any beads, as horfes, goats, lheep,afles, hens, &c. as appeared by them 
that were carried thither. The waters, ifles, and fhoals, are full of fafe harbours for 
(hips of war or merchandize* for boats of all forts, for tranfporfetion or fifhing, &c. 
The bay and rivers have much merchantable filh, and places fit for fait coats, building 
of (hips, making of iron, &c. 

Mufcovia and Polonia do yJfrly receive many thoufands for pitch, tar, foap-alhes, 
rofin, Ha*, cordage, fturgeon, malts, yards, wainfeot, furs, glafs, and fuch like; alfo 
Sweediand for iron and copper. France in like manner for wine, canvas, and fait. 
Spain as much for iron, deel, figs, ratlins, and facks. Italy with filks and velvets con- 
fumes our chief commodities. Holland maintains itfelf by filhing and trading at our 
own doors. All thefe temporize with other for neceffities, but all as uncertain as peace 
or waifs. Befides the charge, travel, and danger in transporting them by Teas, la^ds, 
dorms, and pirates. Then how much hath Virginia the prerogative of all thole 
fiourifliing kingdoms, for the benefit of our land, when as within one hundred mili ar 
thofe are to be had, either ready provided by nature, or elfe to be prepared, weiae thele 
but induftrious men to labour. Only of copper we may doubt is wanting, but there & 
good probability that both copper and better minerals are there to be had for thefr 
labour. Other countries have it. So then here is a place a ijiurfe for foldier^ 'a 
practice for mariners, a trade for merchants, ^ reward for the good, and that which is 
mod of all, abufinefs (mod acceptable to Got) to bring fuch poor infidels to the know- 
ledge of God and his holy gofpel. 

• 

Of the natural Inhabitants cf Virginia. 

• THE land is not populous, for the men be few; their far greater number is of women 
and children. Within fixty miles of James Town, there are about fome five thoufand 
vol. xhi. f people 
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wqbrth at his bracert, of any fpKntof a ftofie^orgiafs, indie form of a heart, 
thefe they glue to the end of their* arrows. Witl^ the fiaews of deer, and -the tops 
of deers horns, boiled to a jelly, they make a glue that will not diflblve in coW 'water. 

For their wars alfo they ttfetafjgets that are round, and made of the barks of .trees, 
and afw&dof wood at their backs, but oftentimes they«fe for ewords the horii of a 
dear, put through a piece of wood in form of a pickaxe ; fome a long done fharpened 
at both ends, ufed in the fame manner : this they were wont to ufe alfo for hatchets, 
but now by trucking they have plenty of the fame form of iron •, and thofe are their 
chief inftruments and arms. 

Their fifhing is much in boats ; thefe they make of one tree, by burning and 
fcratching away the coals with dones and {hells, till they have made it’in form of a 
trough. Some of them are an ell deejf, and forty or fifty feet in length, and fome will 
bear forty men, but the mod ordinary are fmaller, and will bear ten, twenty, or 
thirty, according to their bignefs. Inftead of oars, they ufe paddles and (ticks, with 
which they will row falter than our barges. Betwixt their hands and thjghs, their 
women ufe to fpin the barks of trees, deer finews, or a kind of grafs they call pem- 
menaw, of thefe they make a thread very even and readily. This thread ferveth for 
many ufes, as about their houfing, apparel, as alfo they make nets for fiflimg, for 
the quantity^ as formally braided as ours ; they make alio with it lines for angles. 
Their hooks are either a bone grated, as they notch their arrows, in the form of a 
crooked pin or fife-hook, or of the fplinter of a bone tied to the clift of a little 
(tick, ana with the end of the line they tie on the bait. They ufe alfo long arrows 
tied in a line, wherewith they (hoot at fife in the rivers ; but they of Accawmack 
ufe ftaves like unto javelins, headed with bone ; with thefe they dart fi(h fwimtning 
in the water. They have alfo many artificial wires, in which they get abundance' 
of fife. 

!n their hunting and fifting they take extreme pains, yet it being their ordinary 
exercife from their infancy, they efteem it a pleafure, and are very proud to be ex¬ 
pert therein $ and by their continual ranging and travel, they know all the advan¬ 
tages and places moft frequented with deer, beads, fife, fowl, roots, and berries. 
At their huntings they leave their habitations, and reduce themfelves into companies, 
as the Tartars do, and go to the moft defert places with their families, where they fpend 
their time in hunting and fowling up towards the mountains, by the heads of their 
rivers, where there is plenty of game; for betwixt the rivers the grounds are fo 
narrow, that little cometh here which they devour not: it is a marvel they can fo dr- 
rettly pafs thefe defeits, fome three or four days journey, without habitation. Their 
hunting-houfes are like unto arbours covered with mats; thefe their women bear after 
them, with corn, acorns, mortars, and all bag and baggage they ufe. When they 
come to the place of exercife, every man doth his bed to (new his dexterity, for by 
their excelling in thofe qualities they get their wives. Forty yards will they (hoot level, 
or very near the mark, and one hundred and twenty is their bed at random. At their 
huntings in the deferts they are commonly two or three hundred together. Having 
found the deer, they environ them with many, fires, and betwixt the fires they place 
themfelves, and feme take their ftands in the midft. The deer being thus frightened by 
the fires and their voices, they chafe them fo long within that circle, that many times 
they kill fix, eight, ten, or , fifteen at a bunting. They ufe alfo, to drive them into 
feme narrow point of land, when they find that advantage, and fo force them into 
the river, where, with their boats, they have ambufeadoes to kill them. When they have 
ftot a deer by land, they follow him like blood-hounds by the blood and drain, and 

oftenimes. 
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. ©ftentimeefotake them.t Hares, partridges,> turkies, or eggs, fat or lean, young or 
old, they devour all they can qatch in their power. In one of thefe huntings* they 
foundttte in the difeovery of the head of the river of Chickahamania, where they, flew 
my men, and took me prifoner in a bogtnire, where I faw thofe exercifes, and ga¬ 
thered thefe obfervations. - f 

One fevage hunting alone ufeth the {kin of a deer flit on the one fide, and fo put on 
his arm through the neck, fo that his hand comes to the head, which is fluffed, and 
the horns, head, eyes, ears, and every part as artificially counterfeited as they 
can devife ; thus fnrouding his body in the fkin, by ftalking he approacheth the 
a deer, creeping on the ground from one tree to. another ; if the deer chance to 
find fault, br (land at gaze, he turneth the head with his hand to his beft advantage 
to feem like a deer, alfo gazing and licking himfelf; fo watching his beft advantage 
to> approach, having lhot him, he chafeth him by Ids blood and ftrain till he get 
him. * 

. "Wijen they intend any wars, the Werowances ufually have the advice of their 
priefls and conjurors, and their allies, and ancient friends, but chiefly the priefts 
determine their refolution. Every Werowance, or fome lufty fellow, they appoint 
captain over every nation. They feldom make war for lands or goods, but for wo¬ 
men and children, and principally for revenge. They have many enemies, namely, 
all their wefternly coentries beyond the mountains, and the heads of the rivers. Upon 
the head of the Powhatans are the Monacans, whole chief habitation is at Rafauweak, 
unteywhom the Mowhemenchughes, the Maffumacacks, the Monahaflanughs, the 
Monafickapanoughs, and other nations, pay tributes. Upon the head of the river 
of Toppahanock, is a people called Mannahoacks, to thefe are contributors the 
Tauxanias, the Shackaconias, the Ontponeas, the Tegninateos, the Whonkenteaes, 
the Stegarakes, the Haflinnungaes, and divers others, all confederates with the Mo¬ 
nacans, though many different in language, and be very barbarous, living for the 
moft part of wild bealts and*fruits. Beyond the mountains, from whence is the head 
of the river Patawomeke, the favages report, inhabit their moft mortal enemies, the 
Maffawomekes, upon a great fait water, which by all likelihood is either fome part of 
Canada, fome great lake, or fome inlet of fome fea that falleth into the South Sea. 
Thefe Maffawomekes arifa great nation and very populous *, for the heads of all thofe 
rivers,' efpecially the Pattawomekes, the Pautuxuntes, the Safquefahanocks, the 
Tockwoughes, are continually tormented by them, of whofe cruelty they generally 
complained, and very importunate they were with me and my company to free them 
from thefe tormentors: to this purpefe they offered food, conduct, affiftanee, and 
continual fubje&ion j which I concluded to effeft: but the council then prefent 
emulating my fuccefs, would not think it fit to fpare me forty men to be hazarded 
in thofe unknown regions, having pafled (as before was fpoken of,) but with twelve, 
and fo wls loft that opportunity. Seven boats full of thefe Maffawomekes we en¬ 
countered at the head of the bay, whofe targets, bafkets, fwords, tobaccopipes, . 
platters* bows and arrows, and every thing (hewed they much exceeded them of 
our parts, and their dexterity in their fmatt boats, made of the barks of trees, fewed 
with bark, and well luted with gum, argueth that they ar§ feated upon fome great 
water. 

A gain ft all thefe enemies the Powhatans are conftrained fometimes to fight. Their 
chief attempts are by ftratagems, treacheries, or furprifall. Yet the Werowance’s 
women and children they put not to death, but keep them captives* They have a 

method 
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methodin war; and for our pleafures they Viewed it to us, and it wtsmthis manner 
pe rf bi m o d at Matmpanient. 

Wimkm peintedand difguifed themfeives in the fierce#: manner they could devife, 
they divided: themfeives into two companies, near a hundred in a company ; theone 
company <a|bd Monacas, the other Powhatans; either army had their captain. Thefe, 
as enemies, took their ft and a raufketfoot one from another, ranked themfeives fifteen 
ibreaft, and each rank front another four or five yards, not in file; but in the opening 
betwixt their hies ; fo the rear could fhootTis conveniently as the front. Having thus 
pitched the fields, from either part went a meflenger with thefe conditions; that who* 
foever were vanquifhed, fuch as efcape upon their fubmiffion in two days after (hould 
live, but their wive6 and children fhould be prize for the conquerors. The*meflengers 
were no fooner returned, but they approached in their orders ; on each flank a ferjeant, 
and in the rear an officer for lieutenant, all duly keeping their orders, yet leaping and 
finging after their accuftomecf tune, which they only ufe in wars. Upon the firft flight 
of arrows they gave fuch horrible fliouts and fcreacHes, as fo many infernal heli-hpunde 
could not have made them more terrible. When they had fpent their arrows, they joined 
together prettily, charging and retiring, every^rank Seconding other; as they got ad¬ 
vantage, they catched ifteir enemies by the hair of the head, and down he came that 
was taken ; his enemy with his wooden fword feemed to beat out his brains, and ftill 
they crept to the rear to maintain the fkirmifh. The Monacan* decreafitng, the Pow¬ 
hatans charged them in the form of a half moon ; they, unwilling to be inclnfed, fled all 
jn a troop to their ambufeadoes, on whom they led them very cunningly. The Mo¬ 
nacans difperfe themfeives among the frefh men, whereupon the Powhatans retired 
with all fpeed to their feconds, which the Monacans feeing, took that advantage to 
retire again to their own battle, and fo each returned to their own quarter. Ail their 
a&ions, voices, and geftures, both in charging and retiring, were lb drained to the 
height of their quality and nature, that the ftrangenefs thereof made it feem very 
delightful. * 

For their mufic they ufe a thick cane, on which they pipe as on a recorder. For 
their wares they have a great deep platter of wood. They cover the mouth thereof 
with a (kin, at each comer they tie a walnut, which meeting on the back fide near the 
bottom, with a fmall rope they twitch them together till it be f#tough and ftiff, that they 
d&y beat upon it as upon a drum. But their chief tnftruments are rattles made of 
fmall gourds or pumpeons {hells. v Of thefe they have bafe, tenor, counter-tenor, 
mean, and treble. Thefe mingled with their voices, fometimes twenty or thirty 
together, make fuch a terrible noife as would rather affright than delight any man. 
If any great commander arrive at the habitation of a Werowance, they fpread a mat, as 
the Turks do, a carpet for him to fit upon. Upon another right oppofite, they fit 
themfeives. Then do all with a tunable voice of fhoudng bid him welcome. After 
this do two or more of their chiefeft men make an oration, teftifying {heir love. 
Which they do with fuch jvebemency, and fo great paffions, that they fweat till they 
drop, and are fo out of breath they can fcaroe fpeak. So that a man would take them 
to be exceeding angry, or jftark mad. Such victuals as they have, they fpend freely, 
and at night, where his lodging is appointed, they fet a woman frefh painted ted with 
pocones and oil, to be his t d follow. 

Their manner of tradtn«\is copper, bends, and fuch 4 ike, for which they give fuch 
commodities as they have,^s\<kins, fowls, fiih, ffefli, and their country corn. But their 
vi&ualfi are theiremefeft richet& 

Every 
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.' JWerySpring: they makeihemfelves fickr vrith drinking the juice of a root they call 
wighfacan,and water; whereof they pour fo gr§at a quantity, that it purgethlfcelnin* 

S vfolept manlier; fo that in three or four daysafter, they, fcarce recover thewr&aaner 
:h. Sometjfnes they are troubled with dwpfies, fweilings, aches, and fitch like 
diihafes; for cure whereof they build a Hove in the form of a dove-houfe with matS,,fo 
ciofe that a tew coals therein covered with a pot, will make the patient fweat extremely. 
For fweilings alfqthey ufefmall piecesfcf touch-wood, in the form of cloves, which 
prjcking on the grief they bum clofe to theHBefh, and from thence draw the corruption 
with their mouth. With this root wighfacan they ordinarily heal green wounds. But 
to fcarify a fwelling or make incifioa their belt iutruments are fome fpiinted Done. 
Old plcers/or patrified hurts are feidom feen cured anaongft them. They have many 
profeffed pbyficians, who with their charms and rattles, with an infernal rout of words 
and a&ions, will feemtofuck their inward grief from their navels, or their grieved 
places; but of our chirurgeons they were fo conceited, that they believed any planter 
xvouldy^eal any hum 

But *tis not jhvays in phyfictans’ (kill 
To heal the fltieiit that is lick and ill! * 

Fur fametimei iicktieft on the patient’* part* 

Provea Stronger far than all pity(isians* art. 

Of their Religion. 

There is yet in Virginia no place difeovered to be fo lavage in which they have>not 
a religion, deer, and bow and arrows. All things that are able to do them hurt beyond 
their prevention, they adore > with their land of divine worlhip; as the fire, water, 
lightning, thunder, our ordnance, pieces, horfes, &c. But their chief god they 
worlhip is the devil. Him they call Okee, andferve himmoreof fear than love. They 
fay they have conference with him, and fafhion themfelves as near to his fhape as they 
can imagine. In their temples they have his image evil favouredly carved, and then 
painted and adorned with chains of copper, and beads, and covered with a (kin in fudh 
manner as the deformities may well fuk with fuch a god. By him is commonly the 
fepulcbre of their kings. Their bodies are firil bowelied, then dried upon hurdles till 
they be very dry, and fo abbut the moft of their joints and neck they hang bracelets, 
or chains of copper, pearl, and fuch like, as they ufe to wear, their, inwards they ftnft' 
with copper beads, hatchets, and fuch trafh. Then lap they them very carefully in 
white fkins, and fo roll them in mats for their winding fheets. And, in the tomb which 
is an arch made of mats, they lay them orderly. What remaiiteth of this kind of wealth 
their kings have, they fet at theif feet in balkets. Theie temples and bodies are kept 
by their priefts. ^ 

For their ordinary burials they dig a deep hole in the earth with fharp flakes, and' 
the corpfe bling lapped in ikins and mats with their jewels, they lay them upon flicks 
in the ground, and fo cover, them with earth. The burial ended, the women, bring 
painted all their faces with black coal and oil, do fit twenty-four hours in the houfes 
mourning and lamenting by turns, with fucb yelling and howling, as may exprefs their 
great pauions. , , 

In every territory of a Wcrowance is a temple and a prieft, two or three or mote* 
Their principal temple or place of fuperftition is at Uttfmiiflacfc, at Patnaunkee*near 
unto winch is a houfe,temple, Qr placeof Powhatans. *■ 

Upon the top of certain red Tandy hills in the woods, there are three great houfes ' 

filled 
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filled ^Vrith images of their kings and devils, aftd tombs of their predeceffors. Thofe, 
hobfes'are near fixfy Feet in lengthy built harbour-wife, c after their building.. This piece 
ttj% count fd ftdly as that but the priefts and kings-dare come into -thejn ;>nspr the 
favages dare not go up the rive^in boats by it, but they folemnly call fome piece -of 
copper, whfte beads,, or pocones into the riverj for fear^eir Okee (houtd be offeifde’d 

and revenged of them. Thus- * 

m ' 

Fear was the firlWheir gods begot: 

Till fear began their gods were not. 

In this place commonly are refident feven priefts. The chief differed from the reft 
in his ornaments, but inferior priefts could hardly be known from the common peopld, 
but that they had not fo many holes in their ears to hang their jewels at. The orna¬ 
ments of the chief prieft were certain attires for his head made thus: they took a dozen 
or fixteenor more fnake (kins and fluffed them with mofs, and of weafels and other 
vermin ikins a good many. All thefe they tie by their tails, fo as all their tailsjpeet in 
the top of their head like a great taffel. Round about this taffel is as it were a drown of 
feathers, the ikins hang round about his head|| neck and ihoulders, and in a manner 
cover his face. The races of all their priefts are painted as ugly as they can devife, in 
their hands they had every one his rattle, fome bafs, fome fmalJer. Their devotion was 
moft in fongs, which the chief prieft beginneth and the reft followed him; fome times he 
maketh invocations with broken fentences by ftarts and ftrange paifions, and at every 
paufe, the reft give a ihort groan. f 

Thus fetk they in deep foolifhncfs, 

To climb the height of happinefs. 


It could not be perceived that they keep any day as more holy than other j but only 
in fome great diflrefs of want, fear of enemies, times of triumph, and gathering together 
their fruits, the whole country of men, women, and children come together to folem- 
nities. The manner of their devotion is fometimes to make a great fire in the houfe or 
fields, and all to fing and dance about it with rattles and ihouts together, four or five 
hours. Sometimes they fet a man in the midft, and abbut him they dance and fing, he 
d) the while clapping his hands, as if he would keep time, and after their fongs and 
mincing ended they go to their fcafts. 

Through god hegetting fear, 

M.oi’h blinded mind did rear • . 

A hell-god to the gboils; . 

A heaven-god to the hoafta; 

Yea god unto the feas : 

Fear did create all thefe. 


They have alfo divers conjurations, one they made when I was their prifoner; oi 
which hereafter you (hall read at large. 

They have alfo certain altar ftones they call pawcorances; but thefe (land from theii 
temples, fome by their houfes, others in the woods and wilderneffes, where they have 
have had any extraordinary accident or encounter. And as you travel, at thofe ftones 
they will tell you the caufe (tjby they were there ere&ed, which from age to t age they 
inftruA their children, as their beft records of antiquities. Upon- thefe they offej 
blbod, deer fuet, and tobacco. This they do when they return from the wars, from 
i io hunting. 
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aftfl upon sqsiny other occafionfc They hstvealfa anprfidf fepetftidon that 
they*pe. Id fttorms, when the ’wajers are rough in i&e rivers and lea’ raMfe* Tfydr 
comaren rtiti torlte wSfer fides, or faffing in" their boats!, after many hella^othcpe*^ 
andipvocation6| they caft tobacco, copper, pocones, # fuch txadh into the Wat er , to 
pacify thSt god whom they tfJtok to be very angry in thofe ftdrms. Before theqr 
dinners and fuppers, the bitter fort wift taj$p the firft bit,* and caft t| in the fire, whk-i 
is all the grace they are known to ule. ' f 

In feme part of the country they have yearly a facrifice of children. Such a one 
was at Quiyoughcohanock, foipe ten miles from James Town, and thus performed. 
Kfteen'of the propereft young boys, between ten and fifteen-years of age, they painted 
.white. iHaving brought them forth, the people fpent the forenoon in dancing and 
finging about them with rattles. In the afternoon they put thofe children to the root 
> of a free. By them all the men' flood in a guard, every one having a baftinado in 
his hand, made of reeds bound together. This made a lanebetween them all along, 
thx>ugh|phich there were appointed five young men to fetch theie children: fo every 
. one of the five went through the guard te fetch a child each after other by turns, the 
gusfrd fiercely beating them with their waftinadoes, and they patiently endwring and 
receiving all, defending the children with their naked bodies from the unmerciful blows 
that pay them foundly, though the children efcape. All this while the women weep 
and cry out very paffionately, providing mats, fkins, mofs, and dry wood, as things 
fitting their children’s funerals. After the Children were thus paned the guard, the 
guard tore down the trees, branches and boughs with fuch violence that they rent die 
body, and made wreaths for their heads, or bedecked their hair with the leaves. 

, What elfe was done with the children was not feed; but they were all caft on a heap, 
in ■a valley, as dead, where they made a great feaft for all the company. The 
Werowance being demanded the meaning of this facrifice, anfwered, that the children 
were not all dead, but that tha okee or devil did fuck the blood from their left breaft, 
who chanced to be his by lot, till they were dead, but the reft were kept in the wilder; 
nefs by the young men till nine months were expired, during which time they muft not 
converfe with any ; and of thefe were made their priefts and conjurers. This facrifice 
they held to be fo neeefiary, that if they ihould omit it, their okee, or devil* and all their 
other quiyoughcofughs, which sure their gods, would let them have no deer, 
turkies, corn, nor fifh, and yet befides, he would make a great flaughter amongft 
them. 


They think that their Werowaaces and priefts, which they*alfo efteem quiyough- 
cofughs, when they are dead* do go beyond the mountains towards the fetting of the 
fun, and ever remain there in form of their okep, with their heads painted red with oil 
and pocones, finely trimmed with feathers, and fhall have beads, hatchets, copper, and 
tobacco, doiqg nothing but dance and fing, with all their predecefiors. But the 
common people, they fuppofe, fhall not live after death, but rot in their graves, like dead 
dogs. * 

To divert them from this blind idolatry, we did our bell endeavours, chiefly with 
the Wefqwance of Quiyoughcohanock, wnofe devotion, apprehenfion, and good difi 
pofitkai much exceeded any in thofe countrill, with whom althdugh we could not as 
yet prevail to forfake his falfe gods, yet this he did beljjpre, that our God as much 
exceeded theirs, as our guns diw their bows and arrows, and many times did fend to 
me at James Town, intreatmg me to pray to my God for rain, for their gods would 
not food them any. And in this lamentable ignorance do thefe poor fouls facrifice 
themfelves to the devil, not knowing their creator; and we had not language 
voL. xm. o fufficient 
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fufficient fo' plainly to exprefs it, as make them underftand it $ which God giant 
$eymay; for •.* 

Religion 'tif that doth diftioguiih us 
, From their brute humour, well we may it.know ; 

That can with underfUnding.argue thus, 

, Our God is truth; but theyganirot do fo. 

' # 

Of the Manner of the Virginians’Government. 

Although the country people be very barbarous, yet have they amongft th$m fuch 
government as that their magiftrates for good commanding, and their people for due 
fubje&ion and obeying, excel many places that would be counted very civil. The 
form of their commonwealth is a monarchical government, one as emperor, ruled* 1 
over many kings or governors. Their chief ruler is called Powhatan, and taketh his 
name of his principal place of dwelling called Powhatan; but his properlkaame' is 
Wahunfonacock. Some countries he hath^which have been his anceftors, and came • 
unto him by inheritance, as the country called Powhatan, Arrohateck, Appamatuck, 
Pamaunkee, Youghtanund, and Mattapanient. All the reft of his territories expreffed 
in the map, they report, have been his feveral conquefts. c In all his ancient inhe¬ 
ritances he hath houles built after their manner, like arbours/'fome thirty, fome forty 
yards long, and at every houfe provision for his entertainment, according to the time. 
At Werowcomoco, on the north fide of the river Pamaunkee, was his refidenct, when 
I was delivered him prifoner, fome fourteen miles from James Town, where, for the 
moft part, he was refident; but at laft he took fo little pleafure in our near neighbour- . 
hood, that he retired himfelf to Orapakes, in the defert betwixt Chickahamanta and 
Youghtanund. He is of perfonage a tall well-proportioned man, with a four look, his 
head fomewhat grey, his beard fo thin that it feemeth none at all, his age near fixty, 
of a very able and hardy body to endure any labour; about his perfon ordinarily at¬ 
tended* a guard of forty or fifty of the tailed men his country doth afford. Every 
night, upon the four quarters of his houfe, are four centinels, each from other a flight 
fhoot, and at every half hour one from the corps du guard doth hollow, fliakiqg 
his lips with his finger between them; unto whom every fentinel doth anfwer 
round from his ftand: if any fail, they prefently fend forth an officer that beateth 
him extremely. 

A mile from Orapakes, in a thicket of wood, he, hath a houfe, in which he keepeth 
his kind of treafure, as lkins, copper, pearl, and beads, which he ftoreth up againft the 
time of his death and burial. Here alfo is his (lore of red paint, for ointment, bows 
and arrows, targets and clubs. This houfe is fifty or fixty yards in length, frequented 
only by priefts. At the four corners of this houfe ftand four images as fentinels, one 
of a dragon, another a bear, the third like a leopard, and the fourth like a giant-like 
man, all made evil favouredly, according to their beft workmanihip. -< 

He hath as many women as he will, whereof, when he lieth on his bed, one fitted* 
at his head, and another at his feet; but when he fitteth, one fitteth on his right hand, 
and another on his left; as he is weaif of his women, he beftoweth them on thofe 
that beft deferve them at lgp hands; when he dineth or fuppeth, one of his women 
before and after meat, bnngeth him water in a wooden putter to wafl* his hands • 
another waited* with a bunch of feathers to wipe them, inftead of a towel, and the 
feathers, fjjjn he hath wiped, are dried again. His kingdoms defcend not to his fons 
nor ehildre^s but firft to his brethren, whereof he hath three,, namely, Opitchapan, 

* Opcchan- 



smiths viroimia; ^ 

©pfichancanofigh, and, Catatatigh, and after their deceafe, to his Afters: firft, ttfthe 
eldeft Mar, then to the reft, aridi^jtfter them, to the nars male or female of the ehkft 
lifter, but never to the heirs of the males. 

He nor any of his people underftand any letters, whfreby to write or read, only the 
laws whereby he ruleth is euftom. Yet, when he lifteth, his will is a law,’and muft 
be obeyed; not only as a king, but as ha% god, they efteemhira. His inferior kings, 
whom they call Werowances, are tied to rule by euftom, and have power of life and 
death at their command in that nature. But this word Wcrowance, which we call and 
conftrue for a king, is a common word, whereby they call all commanders; for they 
have bi|t few.words in their language, and but few occafions to ufe any officers more 
than one commander, which commonly they call Werowance or Caucoroufe, which is 
captain. They all know their feveral lands, habitations, and limirs, to fifli, fowl, or 
hunt in; but they hold all of their great Werowance Powhatan, unto whom they pay 
tribute of (kins, beads, copper, pearl, deer, turkies, wild hearts, and corn. What he 
cflmtnalSdeth, they dare not difobey in the leaft thing. It is ftrange to fee with what 
great fear and adoration all thefe people do obey this Powhatan; for at his,feet they 
prefeht whatfoever he commandeth, ancFat the leaft frown of his brow, their greateft 
fpirits will tremble with fear; and no marvel, for he is very terrible and tyrannous in 
punilhing fuch as offend him : for example, he caufed certain malefactors to be bound 
hand and foot, then having of many fires gathered great ftore of burning coals, they 
rake thefe coals round in the form or a cock-pit, and in the midft they caft the offenders 
to broil to death. Sometimes he caufeth the heads of them that offend him to be laid 
upon the altar of facrificing ftone, and one with clubs beats out their brains: when he 
would punilh any notorious enemy or malefaftor, he caufeth them to be tied to a tree, 
and with mufcle-ftiells or reeds, the executioner cuttetfooff his joints one after another, 
ever carting what they cut off into the fire; then doth he proceed with ftiells and reeds 
to cafe the fldn from his head.and face; then do they rip up his belly, and fo bum him 
with the tree and all. Thus themfelves reported they executed George Caffen. Their 
ordinary corre&ion is to beat them with cudgels. We have feen a man kneeling on 
his knees, and at Powhatan's command, two men have beat him on the bare fliin, till 
he hath fallen fenfelefs in a fwoon, and yet never cry nor complained. And he made 
a woman, for playing the whore, fit upon a great ftone, on her bare breechjtwenty- 
fbur hours, only with corn and water, every three days, till nine days were part, yet 
he loved her exceedingly; notwithftanding, there are common whores by profeffion. 

In the year 1608, he furprifed the people of Payaiikatank, his near neighbours and 
fubjefls. The occafion was to us unknown, but the manner was thus: firft, he font 
divers of his men as to lodge amongft them that night, then the ambufeadoes environed 
all thefe houfes, and at the hour appointed they all fell to the fpoil: twenty-four men 
they flew, the long hair of the one fide of their heads, with the fldn cafed off with 
fhells or reeds, they brought away. The furprifed alfo the women and the children, 
and the werowance: all thefe they prefented to Powhatan. The werowance, women, 
and children became his prifoners, and do him fervice. The locks of hair, with their 
fldns, he hang .i on a line betwixt two trees"; and thus he made oftentation of his 
triumph at Werowocomoco, where he intended to have done ad much to me and my 
company.' 0 . 

And this is as much as my ihemory can call to mind worthy of note ; which I have 
purpofely colletted, to fatisty my friends of the true worth and quality of Virginia. 
Yet fotne bad natures will not flick to flander the country, that will flovenly fpit at all 
things, efpecially in company, where they can find none to contradid them. Who 

® a though 
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yet Iwlding^:it a {great difgrace thataraongft fomucb+adion their*aCHonswerenothings 
exclaim of all things, though they never adventured to know anything, nor ever did 
any jhing but devour the fruits of other men's labours ; bong for moft part o£fuch 
tender educations, and final! experience in martial accidents, becaufe they found hot 
EnglUh cities, nor fuch fair houfes, nor sit their own wiflies any of their accuftonied 
dainties, with feather-beds and down pillows, taverns and ale-houfes in every breathing 
place, neither fuch plenty of gold and nlver and diffolute liberty, as they expeded, 
had little or no care of anything but to pamper their bellies, to fly away with our pin¬ 
naces, or procure their means to return for England. For the country„ was lo them 
a mifery, a ruin, a death, a hell j and their reports here, and their a&ions there 
according. 

Some other there were that had yearly ilipends to pafs to and again for tranfporta- 
tion : who to keep the myftery of the bufinefs in themfelves, though they had neither 
time nor means to know much of themfelves ; yet all men’s actions or relatioril they fo 
formally turned to the temporizing times fimplicity, as they could make their ignorance 
feem much more, than all the true adors could by their experience. And thofe with 
their great words deluded the world with fuch ftrange promifes as abufed the bufinefs 
much worfe than the reft } for the bufinefs being built upon the foundation of their 
fained experience, the planters, the money, and means have ftill mifearried : yet they 
ever returning and the planters fo farabfent, who could contradict their excufes ? 
which, ftill to maintain .their vain glory and eftimation, from time to time hate ufed 
fuch diligence as made them pafs for truths, though nothing more falfe. And that the 
adventurers might be thus abufed let no man wonder; for the wifeft living is fooneft 
abufed by him that hath a fair tongue and a diffembling heart. 

There were many in Virginia merely projecting, verbal, and idle contemplators, and 
thafe fo devoted to pure idlenefs, that though they had lived two or three years in Vir¬ 
ginia lordly, neceffitv itfelf could not compel them to pafs the peninfula, or pallifadoes 
of James Town ; and thofe witty fpirits, what would they not .affirm in the behalf of our 
transporters, to get victuals from their (hips, or obtain their good words in England, 
to get their paffes ? # Thus from the clamours and the ignorance of falfe informas 
are fprying thofe difaflters that fprung in Virginia: and our ingenious verbalifts were no 
lefipplague to us in Virginia, than the locufts to the Egyptians. For the labour of twenty 
©rthirty of the beft only preferred in chriftianity, by their induftry, the idle livers of 
near two hundred of the reft: who living near ten months of fuch natural means as 
the country naturally of itfeif afforded, notwithftanding all this, and the worft fury of 
the lavages, the extremity of ficknefs, mutinies, fa&ion, ignorance, and want of 
vifrnal; in all that time I loft but feven or eight men, yet fubjeded the favageg to our 
defired obedience, and received contribution from thirty-five of their kings, to prated 
and affift them againft any that fhould affault them, in which order they continued true 
and faithful, and as fubjeds to his Majefty, fo long after as 1 did govern there, until I 
left the country; fmee, how they have revolted, the country loft, and again replant¬ 
ed, and the bufineffes_hath fucceeded from time to rime, I refer you to the relations of 
them returned from Virginia, that have h&n more diligent in fuch obfervations. 

John Smith writ this whites own hand. 


Becaufe 
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Beorafeinanyfdode^e toknowthe manner oftheir language, I have fnferted thefe 
■ i- ■ few .words? 


Ka katorawtncs yowe? What call you 
this? . / 

Nema rough, a man. 

Crcttepo , a woman. 

Marowancbeffo, a boy. 

Tebawkans, noufes. 

Matcbj&res , fkins or garments. 

Mocajtnsy &dtes. 

Tujfan, beds. 

Pokatawer, fire. 

Attawp, a bow. 

AtfoJtce, Arrows. . 

Monacookes , fwords. 

Aunmbbowgb, a target. • 

Pawcuffacks , guns. 

Tomabacks , axes. 

Tockabacks, pickaxes. 

Pamefacks, knives. 

Accowpjrets , {hears. 

Pawpecones, pipes. 

Mattajin , copper. 

UJfawafftn^ iron, brafs, filver, or any white 
metal. 

Mujfes , woods. 

Attafskujf, leaves, weeds, or gratis. 
C/jejS/2w,land. 

Sbacquohocan, a ftone. 

Wepcnter, ,a cuckold. 

Suckahanna , water. 

. Nougbmajf, fifii. 

Copotone, fturgeon. 

Wegbjhapghes , flefli. 

Sawwebone, blood. 

Netoppew, friends. 

Marrapough, enemies. 

Majkapow, the worft of enemies. 
Maivihick cSammy, thebeft of friends. 
Cafacunnakack, peya quagb aequintan 
uttafanta/ough ? In how many days will 
there come hither any more Engliih 
fhips? 

Their numbers: 

Necuty i ; Ningb, .3; iVw/}, 3 ; • Towgh, 4 4 
Paranfke, 5 ; Comotmcb, 6 ; Tippawo/t,y ; 
iJuffkoaJhy 8 ; Kekatawgb, 9 * Kajkeke, 10. 
They count no more but by tens,, as fol- 
loweth: 


how many. 

Ningbfapooekjkuy 20 ; 

Nujffapomk/ku , 30 } 

'awghapooekjku, 40; 

Parankejlajfapooekjkuy 50; 

ComaUncbitajfapooekJkuy 60 ; 

Nujfswajhtaffapooekjkuy 70$ 

Kekaiaugbtajfapceekjku, 90 ; 

Necuttougbtyfmougby 100; 

Necuttweunquaougb, 1000. 

Rawcojbwgbs, days. 

Kcjkdwghesy funs. 

loppquoughy nights. 

Nepawwcfhowgbsy moons. 

Pawpaxfaugbes, years. 

Pummabumps, ftars. 
heavens. 

Okees, gods. 

Quiyougbco/ougbs, petty gods, and their 
affinities. 

Rigbcomougbes, deaths. 

Kekugbes, lives. 

Mowchick woyawgh t&wgb noeragb kaquere 
meeker / I am very hungry j what {hall 
I eat ? 

Towner nehiegb Powhatan ?' Where dwells 
Powhatan r 

Mache , nehiegb yourowgb, Orapaks, Now 
he dwells a great way hence, at Ora¬ 
paks. 

Vittapitcbewayne anpecbitchs nebawper We- 
rvwacmocoy You lie, he {laid ever at 
Werowacomoco. 

JCa/or nehiegb mattagh nccr uttapitcbewayne y . 
Truly he is there, I do not lie. 

Spaugbtynere keragb werowance mawma* 
rinough kekate wawgh peyaquaugb. Run 
•you then to the King Mawmarynough, 
and bid him come hither. 

Utteke, e peya weyack wigbwbip, Get yott 
gone, and come Again quickly. 

manotyens * neer mowchick rawrenoch 
audowgby Bid Pokahontas bring hither 
two little baficets, and I will give her 
white beads, to make her a chain. 
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BOOK III. 

CHAP. I.— The Proceedings and Accidents of the Engtijh Colony in Virginia t extrafied 
from the Authors following , by William Simons , Daflor of Divinity. , e 

IT might be well thought a country fo fair as Virginia is, and a people fo tradable, 
■would long ere this have been quietly poffefi'ed, to the fatisfa&ion of the adventurers, 
and the eternizing of the memory of thofe that effe&ed it. But becaufe all the world 
do fee a defailment, this following treatife fhall give fatisfadiion to all indifferent 
readers, how the bufmefs hath been carried j where, no doubt, they will *eafily under- 
ftand and anfwcr to their queftion, how it came to pafs, there was no better fpeed and 
fuccefs in thofe proceedings. 

Captain Bartholomew Gofnoll, one of the firft movers of this plantation, having 
many years l'olicited many of his friends, but found fmall afliftance, at laft prevailed 
with fome gentlemen, as Captain John Smith, Mr. Edward Maria Wingfield, Mr. 
Robert Hunt, and divers others, who depended a year upon his projects, but nothing 
could be effeded, till, by their great charge and induftry, it came to be apprehended 
by certain of the nobility, gentry, and merchants, fo that His Majefly, by his letters 
patents, gave commiffion for eftablifhing councils, to dired here j and to govern, and 
to execute there. To efted this, was fpent another year, and by that, three fhips 
were provided, one of one hundred tons, another of forty, and a pinnace of twenty. 
The tranfportation of the company was committed to Captain Chriftopher Newport, 
a mariner well practiced for the weftern parts of America. But their orders for 
government were put in a box, not to be opened, nor the governors known until 
they arrived in Virginia. 

On the 19th of December, 1606, we fet fail from Bl^ckwall, but by unprofperous 
winds were kept fix weeks in the fight of England ; all which time Mr. Hunt, our 
preacher, was fo weak and fick, that few expeded his recovery. Yet although he were 
but twenty miles from his habitation (the time we were in the Downs), and notwith- 
ftanding the ftormy weather, nor the fcandalous imputations (of fome few", little better 
than atheifts, of the greateft rank amongft us) fuggefted againft him, all this could 
njper force from him fo much as a feeming defire to leave the bufinefs, but preferred 
the fervice of God, in fo good a voyage, before any affedion to conteft with his godlefs 
foes, whofe dii'aftrous defigns (could they have prevailed) had even then overthrown 
the bufmefs, fo many difeontents did then arife, had he not, with the water of patience 
and his godly exhortations (but chiefly by his true devoted examples) quenched thofe 
flames of envy and diffention. * 

We watered at the Canaries j we traded with the favages at Dominica three weeks 
we fpent in refreihing ourfelves amongft thefe Weft India ifles } in Guardalupa we 
found a bath fo hot, as in it we boiled pork as well as over the fire. And at a little ifle 
called Monica, we took from the bufhes with our hands, near two hogfheads full of 
birds in three or four hours. In Mevis, Mona, and the Virgin ifles, we fpent fome 
time, where, with a loathfome bead like a crocodile, called a guayn, tortoifes, peli¬ 
cans, parrots, and fifhes, we.,daily feafted. Gone from thence in fearch of Virginia 
the company was not a little difeomforted, feeing the mariners had three days paffed 
their reckoning, and found no land, fo that Captain Ratiiffe (captain of the pinnace) 
rather defired to bear up thejtelm to return for England, than make further fearch. 
But God, the guide of all good a&ions, forcing them by an extreme ftorra to hull all 
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Slight, did drive them by his providence to their defired port, beyond all their expecta¬ 
tions, for never any of them had«feen that coaft. The firftland they made they called 
Cape Henry ; where thirty of them recreating themfelves on Ihore, were aflaulted by 
five favages, who hurt two of the Englilh very dangeroufly. That night was the box 
opened, and the orders read, in which Bartholomew Gofnell, John Smith, Edward 
Wingfield, Chriftopher Newport, John RatlifFe, John Martin, and George Kendall, 
were named to be the counfel, mid to choofe a prefident atnongft them for a year, who- 
with the council lhould govern. Matters of moment were to be examined by a jury, 
but determined by the major part of the council, in which the prefident had two voices. 
Until die 1 -jf h of May they fought a place to plant in, then the council was fworn, 
Mr. Wingfield was chofen prefident, and an oration made, why Captain Smith was not 
admitted of the council as the reft. 

Sow fallcth every man to work, the council contrive the fort, the reft cut down trees 
to make place to pitch their tents ; fome provide clapboard to relade the lhips, fome 
zflake gardens, fome nets, &c. The favages often vifited us kindly. The president's 
overweening jealoufy would admit no exercife at arms, or fortification, but the boughs 
of tfees caft together in the form o|a half moon by the extraordinary pains and dili¬ 
gence of Captain Kendall. Newport, Smith, and twenty others, were lent to difeover 
the head of the river: by divers final! habitations they palled, in fix days they arrived 
at a town called Pownatan, confifting of fome twelve houfes, pleafantly feated on a 
hill; before it three fertile illes, about it many of their corn fields, the place is very 
pleafaftt, and ftrong by nature ; of this place the prince is called Powhatan, and his 
people Powhatans ; to this place the river is navigable : but higher within a mile, by 
reafon of the rocks and illes, there is not paffage for a fmall boat; this they call the 
foils: the people in all parts kindly treated them, till being returned within twenty miles 
of James Town, they gave juft caufe of jealoufy, but had God not bleffed the dilco- 
verers otherwife than thofe at the fort, there had then been an end of that plantation ; 
for at the fort, wherethey arrived the next day, they found feventeen men hurt, and a 
boy flain by the favages, and had it not chanced a crofs bar fhot from the lhips ftruck 
down a bough from a tree amongft them, that caufed them to retire, our men had all 
been flain, being fecurely all at work, and their arms in dry fats. 

Hereupon the prefident was contented the fort lhould be pallifadoed, the ordnance 
mounted, his men armed and exercifed, for many were the affaults, and ambufeades 
of the favages, and our men by their diforderly Itraggling were often hurt, when the 
favages by the nimblenefs of theitvheels well efcaped. What toil we had, with fo finall 
a power to guard our workmen adays, watch all night, refift our enemies, and effeft 
our bufinefs, to relade the lhips, cut down trees, and prepare the ground to plant our 
corn, &c. I refer to the reader’s confideration. Six weeks being fpent in this manner. 
Captain Newport (who was hired only for our tranfportation) was to return with the 
lhips. Now Captain Smith, who all this time from their departure from the Canaries 
was reftrained as a prifoner upon the fcandalous fuggeftions of fome of the chiefs 
(envying his repute) who famed he intended to ufurp the government, murder the 
council, and make himfelf king, that his confederates were difperied in all the three 
Clips, and that divers of his confederates that revealed it, would affirm it; for this he 
was committed as a prifoner : thirteen weeks he remained thus fufpe&ed ; and by that 
time the lhips lhould return, they pretended out of their commiferations, to refer him 
to the council in England to receive a check, rather than by particularising his defigns- 
make him fo odious to the world, as to touch his life, ©r utterly overthrow his reputa¬ 
tion. But he fo much fcomed their charity, and publicly defied the uttermoft of their 
» cruelty 
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crusty, He wifely prevented their policy, though he could pot fupprefs thwr ^vy, ^et 
fo well he demeaned bimfelf in this btmnefe, as all the company did fee hisdnaocence, 
and his adverfaries malice, and thofefuborned to accufe him, accufed his accwfers of 
fubornation; many untruths were alleged againft him; but being fo apparently dilpryved, 
begat a general hatred in the hearts of the company againft fuch unjuft commapders, 
that the prefident was adjured to give him aooL fo that all he had was leixed upon, 
in part of fatisfa&ion, which Smith prefently returned to the (tore for the general ufe of 
the colony. Many were, the mifchiefs that daily fprung from their ignorant (yet ambi¬ 
tious) fpirits, but the good do&rine and exhortation of our preacher Mr. Hunt recon¬ 
ciled them, and caufed Captain Smith to be admitted of the council; the next day 
all received the communion, the day following the favages voluntarily defir'ed peace, and 
Captain Newport returned for England with news} leaving in Virginia one hundred, 
die 15th of June 1607. By this obferve; 

Good men did ne'er their countries ruin bring. 

But when evil men (hall injuries begin ; 

Not caring id corrupt and violate 

The judgment Jest for their own lucre’s fake: 

Then look that country cannot long havefpeace. 

Though for the prefent it have reft and cafe. 


* » 

The names of them that were the firft planters, were thefe following: 


Mr. Edward Maria Wingfield 
Captain Bartholomew Goinoll 
Captain John Smith 
Captain John Ratliffe 
Captain John Martin 
•Captain George Kendall 


Mr. Robert Hunt, Preacher 
Mr. George Percie 
Anthony Gofnoll 
Geprge Flower 
Gteptapi Gabrieli Archer 
Robert Fenton 
Robert Ford 
William Bruftcr 
Edward Harrington 
Dru Pickhoufe 
Thomas Jacob 
John Brookes 
Ellis Kingfton 
Thomas Sands 


Benjamin Beaft 
John Robinfon 
Thomas Mouton 
Euftace Clovill 
Stephen Halthrop 
Kellam Throgmorton 
Edward Moitih 


Council. 


Gent. 


Nathaniel Powell 

Edward Brown 

Robert Behethland 

John Peningtpn 

Jeremy Alico’ck 

George Walter 

Thomas Studley 

Richard Crofts 

Nicholas Houlgrave 

Thomas Webbe 

John Waller 

John Short 

William Tankard 

William, Smethes 

Francis Snarfbrough 

Richard Simons 

Edward Brookes 

Richard Dixon a 

John Martin 

Roger Cooke 

Anthony Gofnold 

Thomas Wotton, Chirurgeon 

John Stevenfon 

Thomas Gore ■; 

Henry Adling 

Francis Midwinter 

Richard Frith 


Gent. 


. William 
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Thomas Emry 
Robert Small 


John London 
William Caffen 
George Caffen 
Thomas Caffen 
William Rodcs 
William White 
Old Edward 
Hftiry Tavin 
George Goulding 
John Dods 
William Johnfon 
William Unger 


Carpenters. 


r Labourers. 


James Read, blaekfmith, 

Jonas Profit, fiulor, 

Thomas Cowper, barber, 
William Garret, bricklayer, 
Edward Brinto, mafon. 
William Loire, tailor, 

Nic. Scot, drummer, 

William Wilkinfon, chirurgeon, 

Samuel Collier, boy, 

Nat Pecock, boy, 

James Brumfield, boy, 

Richard Mutton, boy, 

With divers others to the 
number of 100. 


CHAP. II .—What happened till thefirjl Supply. 

BEING thus left to our ftmuncs, it fortuned that within ten days fcarce ten amongfi: 
us could,either go, or Well Hand, fuch extreme wcaknefs and ficknefs oppreffed us. 
And thereat none need marvel, if they coniider the caufe and reafon, which was this; 
whillt the fhips flayed, our allowance was fomewhat bettered, by a daily proportion of 
fofeuit, which the failors would pilfer to fell, give, or exchange with us, for money, 
faffafras, furs, or love. But when they departed, there remained neither t <vem, becr- 
houfe, nor place of relief, but $ie common kettle. Had we been as free from all fins 
as gluttony and drunkennefs, we might have been canonized for faints; but our 
prefident would never have been admitted, for ingrafting to his private, oatmeal, fack, 
oil, aquavitae, beef, eggs, or what not, but the kettle; that indeed he allowed equally 
to be diftributeti, and that was half a pint of wheat, and as much barley boiled witn 
wafer for a man a day, and this having fried feme twenty-fix weeks in the fhip's hold, 
contained as many worms a& grains; fo that we might truly call it rather fo much 
bran than corn; our drink was water, our lodgings cullies in the air: with this lodging 
and diet, our extreme toil in bearing and planting pallifadoes, fo {trained and bruifea 
us, and our continual labour in the extremities of the heat had fo weakened us, as 
were caufe fufficient to have made us as miferable in our native country, or any other 
place in the world. From May to September, thofc that efcaped, lived upon fturgeon, 
and Tea-crabs; fifty in this time we buried: the reft feeing the prefident’s projefts to 
efcape thefe miseries in our pinnace by Eight (who all this time had neither felt want 
nor ficknefs) fo moved our dead fpirits, as we depofed him; and eftablifhed Ratcliffe 
in his place (Goiholl being dead), Kendall depofed. Smith newly recovered, Martin 
and Ratcliffe was by his care preferved and relieved, and the molt of the foldiers re¬ 
covered, with the fkilfui diligence of Mr. Thomas Wotton our chirurgeon-general. But 
now was all our provifion fpent, the fturgeon gone, all helps abandoned, each hour 
expe&ing the fury of the favages; when God, the patron of all good endeavours, in that 
defperate extremity fo changed the hearts of the favages, that they brought fuch plenty 
of their fruits and provifion as no man wanted., 
vol* xm. h And 



50 SMITH'S VIRGIN!.- 

And now whwe fi^eiffimied It'wAs ill done* of thd donhciijd 
badly provi<jji§^ii^ incohtradidable reafpn will flfew them '^aply ; ? t^' : 'a^|cC ftl '? - 
advHed.w®^& fticftilt conceits; firft,thefault ofourgoing was ■* 

be thougla ttdng ofneceffarywehad j but what we ffiould Ihd, or wafit^or ; whfr$ pre 
ihoqld bOa we were all ignorant, aiid fuppofingto make our paflage in two months ,whi 
victuals to live, and thp advantage of the fpnng to work; we were at fea five nionths, 
where we both (pent our victuals and loft the opportunity of the time and feafon to 
plant, by the unfkilful prefumption of our ignorant tranfpprters, that vmderftood not at 
all what they undertook. 

Such actions have ever fence the world’s beginning been fubje&to fetch accidents; 
and every thing of worth is found full of difficulties ; but nothing fo difficult as to 
eftabliih a commonwealth fo far remote from men and means, and where men's jminds 
are fo untoward as neither do well thenifelves, nor fuft'er others. But to proceed. 

The new prefident and Martin, being little beloved, of weak judgment in dangers, 
and lefs induftry in peace, committed the managing of all things abroad to Captain 
Smith, who, by his own example, good words, ana fair promifes, fet fome to mow, 
others to bind thatch, fome to build houfes, others to thatch'them, himfelralways 
bearing the greateft talk for his own fhare; fo that in (hort time, he provided mod of 
them lodgings, negle&ing any for himfelf. This done, feeing the favages fuperfiuity 
begin to decreafe (with fome of his workmen) fhipped himfelf in the ihallop to fearch 
(he country {or trade. The want of'the language, knowledge to manage his boat 
without fails, the want of a fufficient power, (knowing the multitude of the’ favages) 
apparel for his men, and other neceffaries, were infinite impediments, yet no difcourage- 
ment. Being but fix or feven in company, he went down the river to Kecoughtan, 
Where at firft they fcorned him, as a famifhed man, and would in derifton offer him a 
handful of corn, a piece of bread, for their fwords and mufkets, and fuch like pro¬ 
portions alfo for their apparel. But feeing by trade *and courtefy there was nothing 
to be had, he made bold to try fuch conclufions as neceffity inforced, though contrary 
to hfe commiffion, let fly his mufkets, ran his, boat on ffiore, whereat they all fled into 
the woods. So marching towards their houfes, they might fee great heaps of corn, 
much ado he had to reftraih his hungry foldiers from prefent taking of it, expe&ing 
j(as it happened) that the favages would aflault them, as not long after they did with a 
moft hideous noife: fixty or feventy of them, fome black, fome red, fome white, fome 
party-coloured, came in a fquare order, finging and dancing out of the woods, with 
their okee (which was an idol made of fkins, fluffedwith mofs, all painted and hung 
with chains and copper) borne before them j and in this manner being well armed with 
clubs, targets, bows and arrows, they charged the Englifh, that fo kindly received 
them with their mufkets'loaden with piftpl mot, that down fell their god, and divers 
fay fprawling on the groupd, the reft fled again to the woods, and ere Seng feftt one of 
their quiyoughkafoucks to offer peace, ahd redeem their okee.; Smith told them, if 
only fix of them would come unarmed and load his boat, he would not only be their 
friend, but reftore them their okee, and give them beads, copper, and hatchets befides, 
which, on both fades, was to their contents performed g and thefttheyhrought him 
venifon, turkies, wilH fowl, bread, and what they had, Tinging and dancing m' figh of 
friendffiip till they departed. : In his return he difeovered the town and country of 

Thmflod, a»t»undi<f>fer hb wm, 
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, .. any regarded, but ffom 

I,. dtufodfod pumpm to be provided 
w r . ^ owing| but w foeInterne he made 

thfcse br romrjcurnie&, Sm .w^ 6 vet (4 the people ol Chickahamania : yet what rjeirarei 
’ "’the '$$&'.■ tVinjfiield and SLentdall living in d^it^pL 

..feeing’ all things at random Hi the abfence otSmith, the company’s cuflike orihefo 
prefident’s weajtnefs, apd theirfmaU love to JVfortin’s never-mending fickne% 
ftrengthertedthemfelves With fofe'^qrs, and other confederates, to regain their former 
credit and authority, or at leaft, fuCti meai^s aboard the pinnace, (being fitted to fail as 
Smith bad appointed, for trade) to alter her courfe and to go for England. Smith 
unexpectedly "returning had the plot difcovered to him, much trouble he had to 
prevent it/ml with ftore of fakre and muflcet foot he forced them to ftay or fink in the 
rivets which action colt foe life of Captain Kendall. Thefe brawls are fo difguftful, as 
fome Will fay they wef^ftter forgotten; yet ajl men of good judgment will conclude, 
it were better their bafimefs foould be mamfeft to the world than the bufinefs bear foe 
fcorh and foame of their excufed diforders. The prefident and Captain Archer not 
long after intended alfo to have abandoned the country, which project alfo was curbed 
and fuppreff&l by Smith. The Spaniard never more greedily defired gold than he 
victuals, nor his foldiers more to abandon the country, than he to keep It; But finding 
plenty of corn in the liver of Chickabamania, where hundreds of favages in divers 
places flood with baYkets expecting his Coming. And now the winter approaching, 
the rivprs became fo covered with (wans, geefe, ducks, and cranes, that we daily 
feafted with good bread, Virginia peas, pumpions, and putchamins, fifo, fowl, arid 
divers forts of' wild beads as fat as we could eat them, fo that none of our tufbffaty 
humourifts defired to go for England. But our comedies never endured long without 
% tragedy; fome idle exceptions being muttered againfl: Captain Smith, for not difcover- 
ing the head of Chickahamania river, and taxed Ire the council to be too flow in fo 
worthy an attempt. The next voyage he proceeded fo far, that with much labour by 
cutting of trees afunder he made his paffage, but when his barge could pafs no further, 
he left her in a broad bay out of danger of foot, commanding none foould go afoone 
till his return,; himfelf with two Englifo and two favages went up higher in a canoe, 
but he was not long abfent; but his men went afoore, whofo waht of government 
gave'both' occafion and opportunity to the favages to furprifc one George Caffen, 
whom they flew, and much railed not to have cut off the boat and ail the reft. Smith 
little dreaming of that accident, bfing got to the marfoes at the river’s head, twenty 
miles in the defers had his two men flain (as is fuppofod) fleeping by the canoe, whiljt 
himfelf, by fowling, fought them victuals; who finding he was befet with two hundredl 
favages, two of t hem he Hew, {till defending himfelf with the aid of a favage his guide, 
whom he bound tq his arm with his garters, and ufed him as a buckler, yet he was 
foot in his thjgha little, aqd had many arrows foat ftuck in his deaths, but no great 
hurt/tfil at laic they took him prifoner. When fois news cam# to James Town, much 
was their forrow for his lofe, few expecting what enfued. Six or feven weeks foofe 
barbarians kept him prifoner, many ftrange triumphs and conjurations they made of 
hhn, .yet he fo demeaned himfelf amongft them, as he not only diverted thqm.fopm 
furptmmg foe fort, but procured Ids own liberty,' and got himfelf jfod his. company 
fuch eftimation amongft them, that thofe faliges admired him more than, foeir own 
c iiyouckafoucks. The manner how they , ufed and delivered him, is as follbweth. 

The favages having drawn from George' Caffen Whiter Captain Smith was gone, 
profecuting that opportunity they followed nithwith three hundral bow-men, conducted 

h a ' by 
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by the King of Pamaunkee, who, in divifions, fearching the turning of the rfver, found 
Robinfon and Etftry by the fire-fide, thofe they (hot full of arrows and flew. Then 
finding the captain, as is faid, that ufed the favage that was his guide as his fhield 
(three of them being flain and divers others fo galled), all the reft would not comp hear 
him* Thinking thus to have returned to his boat, regarding them as he marched 
Store than his way, flipped up to the middle in an oozy creek, and his favage with 
hin t j yet durft they not come to him, till being near dead with cold he threw away his 
arms; then according to their composition, they drew him forth and led him to the fire, 
.where his men were flain: diligently they chafed his benumbed limbs. He demanding 
for their captain, they fhewed him Opechankanough, King of Pamaunket:, to whom 
he gave a round ivory double compafs dial. Much they marvelled at the playing of 
the fly and needle, which they could fee fo plainly, and yet not touch it, becaufe of 
the glafs that covered them. But when he demonftrated by that globe-like jewel, thel 
roundnefs of the earth and Ikies, the fphere of the fun, modjtj and ftars, and how the 
fun did chafe the night round about the world continually, the greatnefs of the lund 
and fea, the diverfity of nations, variety of complexions, and how we were to them 
antipodes, and many other fuch like matters, they all flood as amazed with admiration. 
Notwithftanding, withinan hour after they tied him to a tree, and as many as could 
ftand about him prepared to fhoot him, but the King holding up the compafs in his 
hand, they all laid down their bows and arrows, and in a triumphant manner led him 
to Orapaks, where he was after their,manner kindly fcafted and well ufed. 

Their order in conducing him was thus: drawing themfeives all in file, the King 
in the midft had all their pieces and fwords borne before him. Captain Smith was led 
after him by three great ravages, holding him faft by each a/m; and on each fide fix, 
went in file with their arrows nocked. But arriving at the towp (which was but only 
thirty or forty hunting-houfes made of mats, which they remove as they pleafe, as we 
our tents) all the women and children flaring to behold him ; the foldiers firrt, ail in 
file, performed the form of a biflone fo well as could be, and on each flank officers, 
as ferjeants, to fee them keep their order. A good time they continued this cxercife, 
and then caft themfeives in a ring, dancing in fuch feveral poftures, and finging and 
yelling out fuch hellifh notes and fcreeches; being ftrangeiy painted, every one his 
iguiver of arrows, and at his back a club ; on his arm a fox or an otter’s ikin, or fome 
*fuch matter for his vambrace; their heads and fhoulders painted red, with oil and 
pocones mingled together, which fcarlet-like colour made an exceeding handfomc 
fhew ; his bow in his hand, and the ikin of a bird, with her wings abroad dried, tied 
on his head, a piece of copper, a white fhell, a long feather, with a fmall rattle grow¬ 
ing at the tails of their fnakes, tied to it, or iomc fuch like toy. All this while Smith 
and the King flood in the midft, guarded, as before is faid, and after three dances they 
all departed. Smith they conduced to a long houfe, where thirty or fqrty tall fellows 
did guard him, and erje long more bread and venifon was brought him than would 
have ferved twenty men; 1 think his ftomach at that time was not very good; what 
he left they put hi baikets and tied over his head. About midnight they let the meat 
again before him} all this time not one of them would eat a bit with him, till the 
next morning they brought him as much more, and then did they eat all the old, 
and referved the new as they had done the other, which made him think they would 
fat him to eat him: yet in this defperate eftate to defend him from the cold, one 
Maocaffater brought him his gown, in requital of fome beads and toys Smith bad given 
him at his firft arrival id Virginia,. • 

Two days after a man would havg flain him (but that the guard prevented it) for 
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• the dealh of his fon, ip whom they conduced him, to recover the poor maij then 
breathing.his laft. Smith told, them, that at James Town he had a water would do it, 
if they would let him fetch it} but they would not permit that, but made all the pre¬ 
parations they could to aflault James Town, craving his advice, and for recompence 
he'lhould have life, liberty, land, and women. In part of a table-book he writ his 
mind to*them at the fort, what was intended, how they ihould follow that dire&ion to 
affright the meffengers, and without foil fend him fuch things as he writ for, and an 
inventory with them. The difficulty and danger, he told the favages, of the mines, 
great guns, and other engines, exceedingly affrighted them; yet according to his 
jrequeft, they went to James Town, in as bitter weather as could be of froft and fnow, 
and within three days returned with an anfwer. 

But when they came to James Town, feeing men fally out, as he had told them they 
would, they fled; yet in the night they came again to the fame place where he had 
told them they fhould receive an anfwer, and fuch things as he had promifed them, 
which they found accordingly, and with which they^retumed with no fmall expedi¬ 
tion, to the wonder of them all that heard it, that he could either divine, or the paper 
could fpeak; then, they led him to the Youthtanunds, the Mattapanients, the Payan- 
katanks, the Nantaugmacunds, and Onawmanients, upon the rivers of Raphanock 
and Patawomek, over all thofe rivers, and back again by divers other feveral nations, 
to the King’s habitation at Pamaunkee, where they entertained him with moft ftrange 
and fearful conjurations, 

As if near led to hell, 

Amonglt the devils to dwell. 

Not long after, early in a morning, a great fire was made in a long houfe, and a mat 
fpread on the one fide as on the other} on the one they caufed him to fit, and all the 
guard went out of the-houfe, and prefently came fkipping in a great grim fellow, all 
painted over with coal mingled with oil, ami many fnakes and wcafels lkins fluffed 
with mofs, and all their tails tied together, fo as they met on the crown of his head 
in a tafiel, and round about the tafiel was as a coronet of feathers, the fkins hanging 
round about his head, back, and fhoulders, and in a manner covered his face, with 
a hcllifh voice, and a rattle in his hand. With moft ftrange geftures and paffions he 
began his invocation, and environed the fire with a circle of meal; which done, three 
more fuch like devils came rufhing in with the like antic tricks, painted half black, 
half red } but all their eyes were painted white, and fome red ftrokes like muftachoes 
along their cheeks: round about him thofe fiends danced a pretty while, and then 
came in three more as ugly as the reft, with red eyes, and white ftrokes over their 
black faces : at laft they all fat down right againft him, three of them on the one hand 
of the chief prieft, and three on the other. Then all with their rattles began a fong, 
which enddti, the chief prieft laid down five wheat corns; then ftraining his arms 
and hands with fuch violence that he fweat, and his veins fwelled, he began a fhort 
oration; at the conclufion they all gave a fhort groan, and then laid down three 
grains more. After that they began their fong again, and then another oration, ever 
laying down fo many corns as before, till they had twice encir^ed the fire; that done, 
they took a bunch of little flicks prepared for that purpofe, continuing ftill their de¬ 
votion, and at . the end of every fong and oration they laid down a flick betwixt the 
divifions of corn. Till night neither he nor they did either eat or drink, and then 
they feafted merrily, with the beft provifions they coul^make. Three days they ufed 
this ceremony, the meaning whereof they told him wafxa know if he intended them 
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well qr no. The circle of meal fighified fheir country, the circles of corn th&bounda, 
of the fea, and the flicks his country. They imagined the world to be flatanffround, 
like a trencher, and they in the midft, After this th«$r brought him a bag of gun¬ 
powder, which they carefully preferyed till the next fpring, to plant as they did tneir 
corn, becaufe they would be acquainted with the nature of that feed. Opicahapam, 
the King's brother, invited him to his houfe, where, with as many platters of bread, 
fowl*, and wild beads, as did environ him, he bid him welcome; but not any of them 
would eat a bit with him, but put up all the remainder in ba&ets. At his return to 
Opechancanoughs, all the King’s women, and their children, flocked about him for 
their parts, as a due by cuftom, to be merry with fuch fragments. 

But his waking mind in hideous dreamt did oft fee wondrous fhapes 
Of bodies Grange, and huge in growth, and of ftupendous makes. 

At lad they brought him to Meronomoco, where was Powhatan their emperor. Here 
more than two hundred of thofe grim courtiers dood wondering at him, as he had 
been a monder, till Powhatan and his train had put themfelvcs in their greated brave, 
ries. Before a fire, upon a feat like a beddead, he fat covered with a great robe, made 
of rarowcun fldns, and all the tails hanging by. On either hand di£ fit a young wench 
of fixteen or eighteen years, and along on each fide the houfe two rows of men, and 
behind them as many women, with all their heads and fhoulders painted red; many 
of their heads bedecked with the white down of birds, but every one with fomething, 
and a great chain of white beads about their necks. At his entrance before the King 
all the people gave a great fhout. The Queen of Appamatuck was appointpd to 
bring him water to wafh his hands, and another brought him a bunch of feathers, 
indead of a towel to dry them. Having feaded them after the bed barbarous manner 
they could, a long confultation was held; but the conclufion was, two great dones were 
brought before Powhatan; then as many as could laid hands on him, dragged him to 
them, and thereon laid his head, and being ready with their clubs to beat out Ins 
brains, Pocahontas, the King’s deared daughter, when no intreaty could prevail, got 
his head in her arms, and laid her own upon his to fave him from death: whereat the 
Emperor was contented he foould live to make him hatchets, and her bells, beads, 
and copper, for they thought him as well of all occupations as themfelves; for the 
King hunfelf will make his own robes, ihoes, bows, arrows, pots; plant, hunt, or 
dt^uny thing as well as the red. 

They fay, he bore a pleafant (hew j 
But fure his heart was fad; » 

For who can pleafant be, and reft, 

Thai lives in rear and dread: 

And having life fufpeded, doth 
It (till fufpc&ed lead l 

Two days after Powhatan having difguifed himfelf in the mod fearful manner 
he could, caufed Captain Smith to be brought forth to a great houfe in the woods, 
and there, upon a mat by the fire, to be left Slone: not long after, from behind a 
mat that divided the houfe, was made the mod doleful noife he ever heard; then Pow¬ 
hatan, more like a devil than a man, with feme two hundred more as black as him¬ 
felf, came unto him, and told him now they were friends, and prefently he ihould go 
to James Town, to fend him two great guns and a grinddone, for which he would 
give him the country of the Capenowofick, and for ever edeem him as bis fen Nan- 
taquoud. So to James Tov ?0 with twelve guides, Powhatan fent him. That sight; 
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they qiJjMitered ill the woods, he ftill expecting (as he had done all this long tune of 
his imprifonment) every hour Jobe put to one death or other, for all their feafting. 
But almighty God (by his divine Providence; had mollified the hearts of thofe ftem 
barbarians with companion. The next morning betimes they came to the fort, where 
Smith having ufed the favages with what kindnefs he could, he (hewed Rawhunt, Pow¬ 
hatan’s trufty fervant, two demi-culverines and a mitlftone to carry Powhatan, They 
found diem fomewhat tooheavy; but when they did fee him difcharge them, being 
loaded with Hones, among the boughs of a great tree loaded with ificles, the ice and 
branches came fo tumbling down, that the poor favages ran away half dead with fear. 
But at lad we regained fomc conference with them, and gave them fuch toys, and 
fent to Powhatan, his women, and children fuch prefents, as gave them in general full 
coptent. Now in James Town they were all in combuftion,-the ftrongeft preparing 
once more to run away with the pinnace, which, with the hazard of his life, with fakre, 
falcon, and mufket-fliot. Smith forced now the third time to (lay or fink. Some no 
Better than they fliould be, had plotted with the prefident the next day to have put him 
to death by the Levitical law, for the lives of Robinfon and Emry, pretending the fault 
was his that had Jed them to their ends; but he quickly took fuch , order with fuch 
lawyers, that he laid them by the heels, till he fent fome of them prifoners for Eng¬ 
land. Now ever one® in four or five days, Pocahontas, with her attendants, brought 
him fotnuch proyifion that faved fo many of their lives, that elfe for all this had 
flarved with hunger. 

Thus from numb death our good God fent relief, 

The fweet aiTuager of all other grief. t 

His relation of the plenty he had feen, efpecially at Werawocomoco, and of the ftate 
and bounty of Powhatan (which till that time was unknown) fo revived their dead 
fpirits (efpecially the love or Pocahontas) as all men’s fear was abandoned. Thus you 
may fee what difficulties ftill croffed any good endeavour, and the good fuccefs of the 
bufinefs being thus brought to the very period of definition, yet you fee by what 
ftrange means God hath ftill delivered it. As for the infufficiency or them admitted 
in commiffion, that error could not be prevented by the ele&ors, there being no other 
choice, and all ftrangers to each other’s education, qualities, or difpofuion : and if 
any deem it a fhame to our nation to have any mention made of thofe enormities, let 
them perufe the hiftories of the Spaniards’ difcoveries and plantations, where they may 
fee how many mutinies, diforders*, and dif&ntions have accompanied them, and crofted 
their attempts; which being known to be particular men’s offences, doth take away 
the general fcom and contempt which malice, prefumption, covetoufnefs, or igno¬ 
rance might produce, to the fcandal and reproach of thofe whole aSions and valiant 
refolutions deferve a more worthy refpet. 

Now whether it had been better for Captain Smith to have concluded with any of 
thofe feveral proje&s, to ha\ e abandoned the country, with fome ten or twelve of 
them, who were called the betcer fort, and have left Mr. Hunt, our preacher, Mr. An¬ 
thony Gofnol), a moft honefl, worthy, and induftrious gentleman, Mr. Thomas 
Wottpn, and foine twenty-feven others of his countrymen, to the fury of the favages, 
fsjmine, ami all manner of mifehiefs and inepnveniencies (for they'Vere but forty in 
ail to keep { OiTeffipn of this large country), or ftarve himfelf with them for company, 
fpr want of o lging; or but adventuring abroad to mite them provifxon, or by his 
opppfition to prderve the aftion, and fave all their lives, I leave to the cenfure of all. 
bdtteft men to confidcr. But 

We 
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W? men imagine in our jollity, 

That 'tis all one, or good or bad to b%; 

But ihen snort we alter this again. 

If happily we feel the.fcnfe of pain,; 

For then we’re turn’d into a mourning vein. 

Written by Thomas Studley, the firft Cape merchant in‘Virginia, 
Robert Fenton Edward Harrington, and I. S. 

, » 

CHAP. m.— the Arrival of the firjl Supply , with their Proceedings, and the Ship*s 

Return. 

ALL this time our care was not fo much to abandon the country, but the trea- 
furer and council in England were as diligent and careful to fupply us ; two gofbd 
fhips they fent us, with near a hundred men, well furnifhed with all things could be 
imagined neceffary, both for them and us ; the one commanded by Captain Newportj 
the other by Captain Francis Nelfon, an honeft man, and an expert mariner ; but 
fuch was the leewardnefs of his Ihip, (that though he was within jthe fight of Cape 
Henry) by ftormy contrary winds was he forced fo far to fea that the Weft Indies was 
the next land for the repair pf his mafts, and relief of wood and water ; but New¬ 
port got in, and arrived at James Town, not long after the redemption of Captain 
Smith, to whom the favages, as is faid, every other day repaired with fuch pro- 
vifions that fufficiently did fervc them from hand to mouth ; part always they brought 
him as prefents from their Kings or Pocahontas} the reft he, as their market clerk, 
fet the price himfelf how they lhould fell: fo he had enchanted thefe poor fouls, being 
their prifoner ; and now Newport, whom he called his father, arriving, near as 
direftly as he foretold, they efteemed him as an oracle, and had them at that fub- 
miflion he might command them what he lifted. That God that created ail things, 
they knew, he adored for his God ; they would alfo in their difeourfes term the God 
of Captain Smith. 

Thus the Almighty was the brtnger on. 

The guide, path, term, all which was God alone. 

#Ut the prefident and council fo much envied his eftimation among the favages, 
(though we all in general equally participated with him of the good thereof,) that 
they wrought it into the favages* underftandings, (by their great bounty in giving 
four times-more for their commodities than Smith appointed,) that their greatnefs 
and authority as much exceeded his, as their bounty and liberality. Now the arrival 
of this firft fupply fo overjoyed us, that we could not devife too much to pleafe the 
mariners. We gave them liberty to truck or trade at their pleafures ; but in a fliort 
time it followed, that could not be had for a pound of copper which before was fold 
us for an ounce: thus ambition and fufferance cut the throat of our trade, but 
confirmed their opinion of the greatnefs of Captain Newport, (wherewith Smith 
had poffcffed Powhatan,) efpecially by the great prefents Newport often fent him, 
before he could prepare the pinnace to go and vifu him ; fo that this great favage. 
defired alfo tc lee him. A great coil there was to fet him forward. When he went,, 
he was accompanied with Captain Smith , add Mr. Scrivener, a very wife under- 
ftaivding gjem\eman, uewiy arrived, and admitted of the covmcW, with thirty or forty, 
chofen men for their guard, g^rriving at Werowocomoco, Newport’s conceit of thia 
greit finagebred many doubtaand fyfpicions of treacheries, which Smith, totfudte 

• appear 
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•appear vAsneedlefs, with twenty men well appointed, undertook to encounter the word 
that courd happen : knowing ~ ■ 

AH is but one sod fclf-fame band, that thus 
Both one while fcourgetb, and that helpeth ut. 


Nathaniell Powell, 
Robert Behethland, 
Michell Phittiplace, 
William Phittiplace, 
Anthpny Goflhell, 
Richard Wyffin, 


John Taverner, 
William Dyer, 
Thomas Coe, 
Thomas Hope, 
Anas Todkili, 


> Gent. 



Thefe, with nine others (whofe names I have forgotten), coming alhore, landed 
amongft a many of creeks, over which they were to pafs fuch poor bridges, only made 
of a few cratches thruft in the ofe, and three or four poles laid on them, and at the 
end of them the like, tied together only with barks of trees, that it made them much 
fufpedt thofe bridges *were but traps, which caufed Smith to make divers favages go 
over firft, keeping fome of the chief as hoftage till half his men were pafied to make 
a guard for himfelf and jthe reft. But finding all things well, by two or three hundred 
favages they were kindly conduced to their town, where Powhatan (trained himfelf to 
the utmoft of his greatnefs to entertain them, with great fhouts of joy, orations of pro- 
teftations, and with the moft plenty of victuals he could provide to feaft them; 
fitting upon his bed of mats, his pillow of leather embroidered, (after their rude man* 
ner, with pearl and white beads,) his attire a fair robe of (kins, as large as an Irifh 
mantle, at his head and feet a handfome young woman, on each fide of his houfe fat 
twenty of his concubines, their heads and fhoulders painted red, with a great chain of 
white beads about each of their necks. Before thofe fat his chiefeft men in like order 
in his arbour 4 ike houfe, and more than forty platters of fine bread (food as a guard in 
two files on each fide the door *, four or five hundred people made a guard behind 
them for our paffage; and proclamation was made, none upon pain of death to pre» 
fume to do us any wrong or difeourtefy. With many pretty difeourfes to renew their 
old acquaintance, this great king and our captain fpent the tune, till the ebb left our 
barge aground. Then renewing their feafts with feats, dancing and finging, and fuch 
like mirth, we quartered that night with Powhatan. The next day Newport came 
alhore, and received as much content as thofe people could give him. A boy named 
Thomas Savage was then given unto Powhatan, whom Newport called his fon, for 
whom Powhatan gave him Namontack his trufty fervant, and one of a lhrewd, fubtle 
capacity. Three or four days more we fpent in feafting, dancing, and trading, wherein- 
Powhatan carried himfelf fo proudly, yet difcreetly, (in his favage manner,) as made 
us all admire his natural gifts, confidering his education. l As fcorning to trade as his 
fubje&s did, he befpake Newport in this manner. 

Captain. Newport, it is not agreeable to my greatnefs, in this pedling manner to 
trade for trifles, and I efteem you alfo a great Werowance ; therefore lay me down all 
vour commodities together, what I like I will take, and in recommence give yon what 
1 think fitting their value. Captain Smith being our interpreter, regarding Newport 
as his father, knowing belt the difpofition of Powhatan, told us his intent was but only 
to cheat us *, yet Captain Newport thinking to out-brave this favage in olieatadoa of 

g reatnefs, and fo to bewitch him with his bounty, as toStave what he lifted; it fo 
appened that Powhatah having his delire, valuedJhis corn at fuch a rate, that I think 
VOL, xin. i w k 
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it -Better cheap in Spaing for we had hot four bu(beis # for that We expected \to nave 
twenty hogfheads. This bred fome unkindnefs between our two captains; New¬ 
port feeking to pleafe the unfetiable defire of the favage, Smith to caufe the favage 
to pleafe him ; but finothering his diftafte to avoid the favages’ fufpicion, glan ced in 
the eyes of Powhatan many trifles, who fixed his humour upon a few blue heads. A 
long time hf importunately defired them, but Smith feemed fo much the more to 
affeffc them, as being compofed of a mod rare fubftance of the colour of the Ikies, 
and not to be worn but by the greatdft kings in the world. This made him half 
mad to be the owner of fuch ftrange jewels, fo that ere we departed, for a pound or 
two of blue beads, he brought over my king for two or three hundred bufhels t>f 
corn, yet parted good friends. The like entertainment we found of Opechankanough, 
King of Pamaunkee, whom alfo he in like manner fitted (at the like rates) with blue 
beads, which grew, by this means, of that eftimation, that none durft wear any of them 
but their great kings, their wiyes and children. And fo we returned all well to James 
Town, where this new fupply being lodged with the reft, accidently fired their quarters 
and fo the town, which being but thatched with reeds, the fire was fo fierce as it 
bQrnt their pallifados (though eight or ten yards diftant), with (heir arms, bedding, 
apparel, and much private provifion; good Mr. Hunt, our preacher, loft all his library 
and all he had but the cloaths on his back, yet none never heard him repine at his lofs. 
This happened in the winter in that extreme froft, 1607. Now though we had victuals 
fufficient, I mean only of oatmeal, meal, and corn, yet the (hip Haying fourteen weeks 
when fhe might as well have been gone in fourteen days, fpent a great part dt that, 
and near all the reft that was fern to be landed. When they departed what their dif- 
cretion could fpare us, to make a little poor meal or two, we called feafts, to relifh our • 
mouths, of each fomewhat they left us, yet I muft confefs, thofe that had either money, 
fpare cloaths, credit to give bills of payment, gold rings, furs, or any fuch commodities, 
were ever welcome to this removing tavern, fuch was Our patience to obey fuch vile 
commanders, and buy our own provifions at fifteen times the value, fuffering them 
feaft (We bearing the charge) yet muft not repine; but faft, left we fliould incur the 
cenfure of factious and feditious perfohs: and then leakage, (hip-rats, and other cafual- 
ties occafioned them lofs, but the veflels and remnants (for totals) we were glad to 
receive with all our hearts to make up the account, highly commending their Provi¬ 
dence for preferring that, left they fhoulil difeourage any more to come to us. Now 
for all this plenty our ordinary was but meal and water, fo that this great charge little 
relieved our wants, whereby with the extremity bf the bitter cold froft and thofe 
defeCts, more than half of us died; I cannot deny but both Smith and Scrivener did 
their beft to amend what was atnifs, but with the prefident went the major part, that 
their horns were too fliort. But the worft was our gilded refiners with their golden 
promifes made all men their (laves in hope of recompences; there was no talk, no 
hope, no work, but dig gold, wa(h gold, refine gold, load gold, fuch a bruit of gold, 
that one mad fellow defired to be buried in the fends left they (hould by their art 
make gold of his bones: little need there was and lefs reafon the (hip mould ftay, 
their wages run on, pur victuals confuine fourteen weeks, that the mariners might fey, 
they did help to build fuch a golden church that we can fey the rain wafhed near to 
nothing in fourteen days. Were it that'Captain Smith would not applaud all thofe 
golden inventions, becaufe they admitted him not to the fight of their trials nor golden 
confutations, I know not^but 1 have heard him often queftion with Captain Martin 
and tell him, except he coura (heW him a more fubftantial trial, he was not enamoured 
wkk their dirty Mil, breathing out (|iefe and many other paflions, never any thing did 

•more 
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more tmtaeijt him, than tp fee all .neceflary bufinefs negle£bed, .to fraught fufch.a 
drunj^enf flap with fo much gilded dirt. Till then we never accounted Captain 
Newport a refiner, who bang ready to fist fail for England, and we not having apy 
ufeof parliaments, plays, petitions, admirals, recorders, interpreters, chronplogers, 
courts of plea, nor jufticesof peace, lent Mr. Wingfield, and Captain Archer home with 
him, that had engroffed all thofe titles, to feek fome better place of employment. 

Oh curfed gold, thofe hunger-ftarved movers, 

'Jo what misfortunes leaded thou all thofe lovers; 

For all the China wealth, nor Indies, can 
Suffice the mind of avaricious man. 


, CHAP. IV. — The Arrival of tljc Phtrnix; her Return ; and other Accidents , 

THE authority now confifting in Captain Martin, and the ftill fickly prefident, the 
fale of the ftores* commodities maintained his eftate, as an inheritable revenue. The 
fpring approaching, and the Ihip departing, Mr. Scrivener and Captain Smith divided 
betwixt them the rebuilding James Town ; the repairing our pallifadoes j. the cutting 
down trees j preparing our fields ; planting our corn, and to rebuild our church, and 
recover our ftore-houfe. All men thus bufy at their feveral labours, Mr. Nelfon 
arrived with his loll Phoenix ; loft (I fay) for that we all deemed him loft. Landing 
fafely all his men, (fo well he had managed his ill hap,) caufing the Indian ifles to feed 
his ccwnpany, that his victuals, to that we had gotten, as is faid before, was near after 
our allowance fufficient for half a year. He had not any thing but he freely imparted 
it, which honeft dealing (being a mariner) caufed us to admire him: we would not 
have wilhed more than he did for us. Now to reload this Chip with fome good tidings, 
the prefident (not holding it flood with the dignity of his place to leave the fort) gave 
orders to Captain Smith to difcover and fearch thf commodities of the Monacans country 
beyond the falls. Sixty able men was allotted them, the which, within fix days. Smith 
had fo well trained to their arms and orders, that they little feared with whom they 
Ihould encounter: yet fo unfeafonable was the time, and fo oppofite was Captain Martin 
to any thing, but only to freight his fhip alfo with this phantaftical gold, as Captain 
Smith rather defired to reload her with cedar, (which was' a prefent difpatch) than 
either with dirt, or the hopes and reports of an uncertain difeovery, which he would 
perform when they had Iefs charge and more leifure. But, 

• 

The God of Heaven, he eafily can 

Immortalife a mortal man, 

With glory and with ihame : 

The fame God e'en as eafily may, 
a mortal man, I fay, 

With forrow and with fliame. 

Whilft the conclufion was a refolving, this happened. 

Powhatan (to exprefs his love to Newport) when he departed, prefented*htm with 
twenty turkies, conditionally to return him twenty fwords, which immediately was fent 
him ; now after his departure he prefented Captain Smith with tfie like luggage* but not 
finding his humour obeyed in not fending fuch weapons as he defired, he caufed his 
people with twenty devices to obtain them. At laft by ambufeades at our very ports 
they would take them perforce, furorife us at work, orany way; which was lb long 
permitted, they became fo infoleat there was no rule *, tfH command,from England was 
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foftraitnot to offend them, as our authority-bearers (keeping their KoufijaV-wouId 
rather be any thing than peace-brokers. This charitable humour prevailed}; till well 
it chanced they meddled with Captain Smith, who without farther deliberation gave 
them fuch an encounter, as fome he fo hunted up and down the ifle, feme he fo terrified 
with whipping, bearing, and hnprifonmenr, as for revenge they furprized two of our 
foraging diforderly foldiers, and having afiembled their forces, boldly threatened at our 
ports to force Smith to re-deliver feven favages, which for their villanies he detained 
prifoners, or we were all but dead men. But to try their fury, he Tallied out atnongft 
them, and in lefs than an hour, he fo hampered their infolence, they brought them his 
two men, dt firing peace without any further cotnpofition for their prifoners. Thofejie 
examined, and caufed them all to believe, by feverai vollies of fhot, one of their compa¬ 
nions was fhot to death becaufe they would not confefs the intents and plotters of thofe 
villainies. And thus they all agreed in one point, they were directed only by PowHatan 
to obtain him our weapons, to cut our own throats, with the manner where, how, 
and when, which we plainly found moft true and apparent: yet he fent his meffengeis, 
and his deareft daughter Pocahontas with prefents to excufe him of the injuries done 
by fome rafli untoward captains his fubjeSs, defiring their liberties for this time, with 
the affurance of his love for ever. After Smith had given the prifoners what correc¬ 
tion he thought fit, ufed them well a day or two after, and then delivered them Poca¬ 
hontas, forwhofe fake only he fained to havefaved their lives, 8 and gave them liberty. 
The patient council, that nothing would move to war with the favages, would gladly 
have wrangled with- Captain Smith for his cruelty, yet none was flain to any,, man’s 
knowledge, but it brought them in fuch fear and obedience as his very name would 
fufficiently affright them ; where before we had fometime peace and war twice in a 
day, and very feldom a week, but we had fome treacherous villainy or other. 

The freight of this fhip being concluded to be cedar, by the diligence of the matter, 
and Captain Smith, fhe was quickly ^loaded : Mr. Scriyener was neither idle nor flow 
to follow all things at the fort; the fhip being ready to fet fail, Captain Martin being 
always very fickly, and unferviceabio, and defirous to enjoy the credit of his fuppofed 
art of finding the golden mine, was moft willingly admitted to return for England j 
for 

He hath not fill’d his lap, 

That &ill doth hold it ope'. 

From the writings of Thomas Studley, and Anas Todkil, 


Their names that were landed in this fupply. 

Mathew Scrivener, appointed to be one of the council. 

.” ' ' ‘ Robert Cutler 

Michael Sicklemore 
William Bentley 
Thomas Coe 
Dottor Ruffel 
Lf. . Jeffrey Abbot 

ruenr. Edward Gurgana 

Richard Worley 
Timothy Leeds 
Richard Kiilingbeck 
William Spence 
Richard Prodger 


Michael Phittiplace 
William Pwittiplace 
Ralph Morton 
Richard Wyffing 
John Taverner 
William Cantyell* 
Hubert Barnes 
Richard Fetherftone 
George Hill 
George Pretty 
Nathaniel Cqpfy 
Peter Pory 


r Gent. 


Richard 
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Richard Pott 
Rivard Mullinax'• 
William Bayley 
Francis Perkins 
John Harper 
Geofge Foreft 
John Nichols 
William Grivell 


Gent, 


Raymond Goodifon 1 
Willianf Simons 
John Spearman 
Richard Briftow 
William Perce 
Jamas Watkins 
John Booth 
Chriltopher Rods 
Richard Burket 
James Burre 
Nicholas Ven 
Francis Perkins 
Richard Gradon 
ftavvland Nelftrop 
Richard Savage 
Thomas Savage 
Richard Milmer 
William May 
Vere 
Michaell 
Biihop Wiles 


> Labourers. 


Thomas Hope 
William Ward 
John Powell 
William Yong 
William Beckwith 
Lawrence Towtales 



Thomas Field 
John Harford 


} 


Apothecaries. 


Daniel Stagings, jeweller, 

William Dawfon, a refiner, 

Abram Ranfitck, a refiner, 

Wm. Johnfon, a goldfmith, 

Peter Keffer, a gunfmith, 

Robert Alberton, a perfumer, 
Richard Belfield, a goldfmith, 
Poft Ginnat, a chirurgeon, 

John Lewes, a cooper, 

R. Cotton, tobacco-pipe-maker, 
Richard Dole, a blackfmith. 

And divers others to the number 
of one hundred f and twenty. 


CHAP. V.-— The Accidents that happened in the Di/covery of the Say of Chcfapeak. 

k 

THE prodigality of the prefidcnt’s date went fo deep into our fmall ftore, that 
Smith and Scrivener tied him and his parafites to the rules of proportion: bur now 
Smith being to depart, the presidents authority fo overfwayed the difcretion of Mr. 
Scrivener, that our ftore, our time, our ftrength and labours were idly confumed 
to fulfil his fantafies. The fecond of June 1608, Smith left the tort to perform his 
difcovery with this company : 


Walter Ruftell, doflor of phytic. 
Ralfe Mutton 
Thomas Mcmford 
William Cantrill 
Richard Fetherfton 
James Bume 
Michell Sicklemore 


rGent. 


Jonas Profit 
Anas Todkill 
Robert Small* 
James Watkins 
John Powell 
James Read 
Richard Keale 


{►Soldiers. 

f 1 *"■ •yj-.'. f' 


Thefe 
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Thefc being in an open barge near three tons burthen, leaving the Phoenix at Owe 
Henry, they croffed the bay to the eaftern fhore, and/ell with the ifles called Smitlrs 
Ifles, after our captains name. The firft people we faw were two grim and ftout ra¬ 
vages upon Cape Charles, with long poles like lavelings, headed with bone; they boldly 
demanded what we were, and what we would; but after many circumftances * they 
fcctned very kind, and dire&ed us to Accomack, the habitation of their WeroWance, 
where we were kindly intreated. This king was the comelieft, proper, civil favage we 
encountered. His country is a pleafant fertile clay foil, fome fmall creeks; good har¬ 
bours for fmall barks, but not for fhips. , He told us of a ftrange accident lately hap¬ 
pened to him, and it was, two children being dead, fome extreme paflions, or dreaming 
vifions, phantafies, or affection, moved their parents again to revifit their dead carcales, 
whole benumbed bodies reflected to the eyes of the beholders fuch delightful counte¬ 
nances, as though they had regained their vital fpirits. This, as a miracle, drew many 
to behold them, all which being a great part of his people, not long after died, and but 
few efcaped. They fpake the language of Powhatan, wherein they made fuch descrip¬ 
tions of the bay ifles, and rivers, that often did us exceeding plea!'ure. Pafling along 
the coaft, fearching every inlet and bay, fit for harbours and habitations. Seeing many 
ifles in the midft of the bay, we bore up for them; but ere we could obtain them, fuch 
an extreme guft of wind, rain, thunder, and lightening happened, that with great dan¬ 
ger, we efcaped the unmerciful raging of that ocean-like water.' The higheft land on 
the main, yet it was but low, we called Keale’s Hill, and thofc uninhabited ifles, Rudds 
Ifles. The next day, fearching them for frefh water, we could find none, the defect 
whereof forced us to follow the next eaftern channel, which brought us to the river 
of Wighcocomoco. 1 he people, at firft, with great fury feemed to aflault us, yet at 
laft, with fongs and dances and much mirth, became very tradable j but fearching 
their habitations for water, we could fill but three barricoes, and that fuch puddle, 
that never till then we ever knew the want of good water: we digged and fearched 
in many places, but before two days were expired, we would have refuled two barricoes 
of gold for one of that puddle water of Wighcocomoco. Being paft thefe ifles, which 
are many in number, but all nought for habitation, falling with a high land upon the 
main, we found a great pond of frefh water, but fo exceeding hot, we fuppofed it fome 
bath ; that place we called Point Ployer, in honour of that moft honourable houfe of 
Miufay, in Britain, that in an extreme extremity once relieved our captain. From 
"Wighcomoco to this place, all the coaft is low broken ifles of Morap, growing a mile 
or two in breadth, and ten or twelve in length, good to cut for hay in fummer, and to 
catch fifh and fowl in winter; but the land beyond them is all covered over with wood, 
as is the reft of the country. 

Being thus refrefhed in croffing over from the main to other ifles, we difeovered the 
wind and waters fo much increafed with thunder, lightning, and rain, that our maft 
md fail blew overboard, and fuch mighty waves overracked us in that* fmall barge, 
:hat with great labour we kept her from finking, by freeing out the water. Two 
days we were forced to inhabit thefc uninhabited ifles, which for the extremity ofgufts, 
thunder, rain, ftorms, and ill weather, we called Limbo. Repairing our fail with our 
(hirts, we fet fail for the main, and fell with a pretty convenient river on the eaft called 
Cufkarawack; the people ran, as amazed, in troops from place to place, and divers 
got into the tops of trees; they were not (paring of their arrows, nof the greateft paf- 
fion they could exprefs of their singer. Long they (hot, we ftili riding at anchor, 
kjjfrout their reach, makmgytU the fignsof friendfhip.we could. Thene.vt day, they 
3pe unarmed, with every one a ballet, dancing in a ring, to draw us on jftore; but 

9 feeing 
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{feeing tttttfnothing in them but villainy, we difcharged a volley of muikets, charged 

twth : jrff&l foot, 'whereat they allday tumbling oh the ground, creeping fome one way, 
fome another, into a great duller of reeds hard by, where their companies lay in am- 
buft$do. Towards the evening, we weighed, and approaching the fhore, difcharged 
five or fix (hot among the reeds; we landed where there lay a many of bafkets, and 
much blood, but faw not a favage. A fmoke appearing on the other fide the river, 
we rowed thither, where we found two or three little houfes, in each a fire j there we 
left fome pieces of copper, beads, bells, and looking-glaffes, and then went into the 
bay, but when it was dark, we came back again. Early in the morning, four ravages 
came to us in their canoe, whom we ufed with fuch courtefy, not know ing what we 
were, nor ha*d done, having been in the bay a fifhing, bade us ftay, and ere long they 
would return, which they did, and fome twenty more with them ; with whom, after a 
little conference, two or three thoufand men, women, and children came cluftering 
about us, every one prefenting us with fomething, which a little bead would fo well re-f 
rfuite, that we became fuch friends, they would contend who fhould fetch us water, 
ftay with us for hoftage, conduct our men any whither, and give us the beft content. 
Here doth inhabit the people of Sarapinagh, Naufe, Arfeek, and Nantaquak, the beft 
merchants of all other favages. They much extolled a great nation called Maffawo- 
mekes, in fearch of whom we returned by Limbo; this river but only at the entrance 
is very narrow, and the* people of fmall ftature as them of Wightcocomoco; the land 
but low, yet it may prove very commodious, becaufe it is but a ridge of land betwixt 
the bay and the main ocean. Finding this eaftem fhore fhallow broken ifles, and for 
moft part without frefh water, we paffed by the ftraits of Limbo for the weftern fhore ; 
fo broad is the bay here, we could fcarce perceive the great high cliffs on the other 
fide ; by them we anchored that night, and called them Rickard’s Clifts; thirty leagues 
we failed more northwards, not finding any inhabitants, leaving all the eaftern fhore 
low iflands, but overgrown with wood, as all the coaft beyond them fo far as we could 
fee; the weftern fhore, by which we failed, we found all along well watered, but very 
mountainous and barren; the vallies very fertile, but extremely thick of fmall wood, 
as well as trees, and much frequented with wolves, bears, deer, and other wild beafts.- 
We paffed many fhallow creeks, but the firft we found navigable for a fhip we called 
Bolus, for that the clay in many places under the cliffs, by the high-water tnaik,. did 
grow up in red and white knots, as gum out of trees, and in fome places fo participated 
together as though they were all of one nature, excepting the colour; the reft of the 
earth on both fidcs being hard Tandy gravel, which made us think it Bole-Armoniack 
and Terra-figillata. When we firft fet fail, fome of our gallants doubted nothing but 
that our captain would make too much hafte homej but having lain in this fmall barge 
not above twelve or fourteen days, often tired at the oars, our bread fpoileA 
with wet, fo.much that it was rotten, (yet fo good were their ftomachs, that they could 
digeft it,) they did with continual complaints fo importune him now to return, ascaufed 
him befpeak them in this manner : 

« Gentlemen, if you would remember the memorable hiftory of Sir Ralph Layne, how 
his company importuned him to proceed in the difeovery of Moratico, alledging they 
had yet a dog, that being boiled with faffafras leaves, would richly feed them in their 
return; then what a fhame would it be lor you (that have been fo fufpicious of my 
tendernefs) to force my return, with fo much provifion as we have, and fcarce able to 
fay where we have been, nor yet heard of that we were fent to feek ?. You cannot fay 
but I have fliared with you in the worft which is paft jvand for what is to come, of^ 
lodging, diet, or whatfoever, I am contented you allot the worft part to myfelf. As' 
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for vour fears that I will lofe myfelf in thefe unknown waters, or be (walfowe^ uplift r 
fome ftormy guft; abandon thefe childilh fears, for wprfe than is {Salt is not (likely to 
happen; and there is as much danger to return as to proceed. Regain therefore 
your old fpirits, for return I will not (if God pleafe) till I havfe feen the Maflawomeks, 
found Patawomek, .or the head of this water, you conceit to be endlefs.” Two or three 
days jre expefted wind and weather, whofe adverfe extremities added fuck dffcourage- 
ment, that three or four fell fick, whofe' pitif ul complaints caufed us to return, leaving 
the bay fome nine miles broad, at nine and ten fathom water. 

The 16th of June we fell with the river Patowomek: fear being gone, and our men 
recovered, we were all content to take fome pains, to know the name of that feven 
mile broad river: for thirty miles fail We could fee no inhabitants: then We were con¬ 
duced by two favages up a little bayed creek, towards Onawmanient, where all the 
woods were laid with ambufeados to the number of three or four thoufand favages, 
fo ftrangely painted, grimmed and difguifed, fhouting, yelling and crying as lo many 
fpirits from nell could not have fhewed more terrible. Many bravadoes they made, 
but to appeafe their fury, our captain prepared with as feeming willingnefs as they 
to encounter them. But the grazing of our bullets upon the water (many being (hot 
on purpofc they might fee them) with the echo of the woods fo amazed them, as 
down went their bows and arrows; and exchanging hoftage James Watkins was 
fent fix miles up the woods to their King’s habitation. We wcie kindly ufed of thofe 
lavages, of whom we underftood, they were commanded to betray us, by the direction 
of Powhatan, and he fo directed from the difeontents at James Town, becaufe our 
captain did caufe them ftay in their country again!! their wills. 

The like encounters we found at Patowomek Cecocawonee and divers others places; 
but at Moyaones, Nacotehtant and Toags the people did their bell to content us. 
Having gone fo high as we could with the boat, we met divers favages in canoes, 
well loaden with the fiefh of bears, deer and other beads, whereof we had part: here we 
found mighty rocks, growing in fome places above the ground as high as fhrubby trees, 
and divers other folid quarries of divers tin Cures: and divers places where the waters 
had fallen from the high mountains they had left a tinctured fpagled fkurf, that made 
many bare places feem as gilded. Digging the ground above in the higheft clifts of 
rocks, we faw it was a clay fand fo mingled with yellow fpangles as if it had been half pin- 
dulL in our return, inquiring flill for this Matchqueon, the king of Patawomeke gave 
us guides to conduft us up a little river called Quiyough, up which we rowed as high 
as we could. Leaving the boat, with fix Ihot, and divers favages, he marched feven or 
eight miles before they came to the mine: leading his hoflages in a fmall chain they 
were to have for their pains, being proud fo richly to be adorned. The mine is a great 
ropky mountain like Antimony; wherein they digged a great hole with Ihells and 
KPchets: and hard by it, runneth a fair brook of chriital-like water, where they walh 
away the drofs and keep the remainder, which they put in little bags and fell it all over 
the country to paint their bodies, faces, or idols; which makes them look like black- 
moors duffed over with filver. With fo much as we could carry we returned to our 
boat, kindly requiting this kind King and all his kind people. The caufe of this dif- 
covery was to fearch t|jis mine, of which Newport did affure us that thofe fmall bags 
(we had given him) in England he had tried to hold half filver; but all we got proved 
of no value: alfo to fearen what furs, the beft whereof is at Cufcarawaoke, where is 
made fo much rawranoke or white beads that occafion as much (Mention among the 
favages, as gold and filver amongft Chriftians; and what other minerals, riven!, rocks, 
nations, woods, fifhings, fru&£\victuals, and what other commodities the land afforded: 
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**nd whether the bay was endlefs or how for it extended: of mines we were all'igno¬ 
rant, biA a few beavers, otters, bears, martins and minks we found, and in divers places 
that abundance of fifh, lying fo thick with their heads above the water, as for want of 
net$ (our baige driving amongft them) wd%ttempted to catch them with a frying-pan : 
but we fqjund it a bad inftrument to catch fifh with: neither better fifh, more plenty, 
nor more variety for fmall fifh, had any of us ever feen in any place fo fwimmlng in 
the water, but they are not to be caught with frying-pans: fome fmall cod alfo we did 
fee fwim clofe by the fhore by Smith’s Ifles, and fome as high as Riccards Clifts. And 
fome wc have found dead upon the fhore- 

• To exprejfs all our quarrels, treacheries and encounters amongft fhofe favages I 
fhould be too tedious: but in brief, at all times we fo encountred them, and curbed 
their infolencies, that they concluded with prefents to purchafe peace, yet we loft not a 
man: at our firft meeting, odr captain ever obfervedthis order to demand their bows 
and arrows, fwords, mrntles and furs, with fome child or two for hoftage, whereby we 
dould quickly perceive, when they intended any villainly. Having finifh^d this dif- 
covcry (though our vi&uals was near fpent) he intended to fee his imprifoned-acquain- 
tances upon the river of Rapahanok, by many called Toppahanock, but our boat by 
reafon of the ebb, chancing to ground upon many fhoals lying in the entrances, we 
fpied many fifhes lurkipg in the reeds: our captain fporting himfelf by nailing them to 
the ground with his fword, fet us all a fifhing in that manner: thus we took more in 
one hour than we could eat in a day. But it chanced our captain taking a fifh from his 
fword (not knowing her condition) being much of the fafhion of a thomback, but a long 
tail like a riding rod, whereon the middefl is a moft poifoned fting, of two or three 
inches long, bearded like a faw on each fide, which fhe ftruck into the wrcft of his arm 
near an inch and a half; no blood nor wound was feen, but a little blue fpot, but the 
torment was inftantly fo extreme, that in four hours had fo fwollen his hand, arm and 
fhoulder, we all with much fprrow concluded his funeral, and prepared his grave in an 
illand by, as himfelf directed: yet it pleafed God, by a precious oil Doftor Ruffel at the 
firft applied to it when he founded it with probe, ere night, his tormenting pains was 
fo well afluaged that he eat of the fifh to his (upper, which gave no lefs joy and content 
to us than eafe himfelf, for which we called the ifland Stingray Ifle, after the name of 
the fifh. . 

Having neither furgeon, nor furgery, but that prefervative oil, we prefcntly fet fail for 
James Town, paffing the mouths of the rivers of Payankatank, and Pamaunkee : the 
next day we fafely arrived at Keoougtan. The fimple favages feeing our captain hurt, 
and an other bloody by breaking his fhin, our numbers of bows, arrows, fwords, 
mantles, and furs, would needs imagine we had been at war; the truth of thefe accidents 
would not fatisfy them, but impatiently importuned us to know with whom. Finditw 
their aptnefs.to believe we failed not (as a great fee ret) to tell them any thing thU 
might affright them, what fpoil we had got and made of the MafTawomeks. This 
rumour went fafter up the river then our barge, that arrived at Warafkoyack the 20th 
of July ; where trimming her with painted ftreamers, and fuch devices as we could, 
we made them at James Town jealous of a Spanifh frigate, where we all, God be thanked, 
fafely arrived the 21ft of July. There we found the laft fupply'were all fick, the reft 
fome lame, fome bruifed; all unable to do any thing but complain of the pride and 
unreafonable needlefs cruelty of the filly prefide^:, that had riotoufly contained the 
ftore: and to fulfil his follies about building him an unnecefTary building fo* his 
pleafure in the woods, had brought them all to that mifery; that had we not arrived, 
they had as ftrangely tormented him with revqnge : but the good news of our dif- 
vol. xiii. k ■ ■ covery. 
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covery, and the good hope vve had by the favage’s relation, that our bay had ftretcheeT 
into the South Sea, or fomewhat near it, appeafed thfiir fury; but conditionally that 
Ratliffe fhould be depofed, and that Captain Smith would take upon him the govern¬ 
ment, as by courfe it did belong. Their requeft being effected, he fubftituted ,Mr. 
Scrivener, his dear friend, in the preftdency, equally diftributinglthofe private provisions 
the other had ingroffed, appointing more honeft officers to affift Mr. Scrivener (who 
then lay exceeding Tick of a callenture); and in regard of the weaknefs of the company, 
and heat of the year, they being unable to work, he left them to live at eafe, to recover 
their health, but embarked himfdf to finifh his difeovery. 

Written by Walter Ruffell, Anas Todkill, and Thorny Momford. 


CHAP. VI. — The Government fur rendered to Mr. Scrivener.-—What happened.the 

Second Voyage in difeovering the Bay. 

THE 24th of July, Captain Smith fet forward to finifh the difeovery with twel/e 
men : iheir names were 


Nathaniel Powell 
Thomas Momford 
Richard Fctherfton 
Michael Sicklemorc 
James Bourne 
Anthony Bagnall, chirurg. 


1 

« 

I 

^Gentlemen. 

i 

j 


James Profit 
Anas Todkill ( 
Edward Pifing 
Richard Keale 
James Watkins 
William Ward 


'\ 

1 

t Soldiers. 


The wind being contrary, caufed our ftay two or three days at Kecoughtan: the 
King feafled us with much mirth ; his people were perfuaded we went purpofely to be 
revenged of the Maffawomeks. In the evening we fired a few rockets, which flying in 
the air fo terrified the poor favages, they fuppofed nothing iinpoflible we attempted, 
and defired to affift us. The rirffc night we anchored at Stingray Ifle. The next day 
crofted Patawoineks River, and hallencd to the river Bolus. We went not much further 
before we might fee the bay to divide in two heads, and arriving there wc found it 
divided in four, all which we fearcbed fo far as we could fail them. Two of them we 
forfnd inhabited, but in crofting the bay we encountered feven or eight canoes full of 
Maffawomeks ; we feeing them prepare to afl'ault us, left our oars and made way with 
our fail to encounter them, yet were we but five with, our captain that could ftand ; for 
within two days after we left Kecoughtan, the reft (being all of the lafl fupply) were 
lick almoft to death, until they were feafoned to the country. Having fhut them 
■pider our tarpauling, we put their hats upon flicks by the barge fide, and betwixt two 
flats a man with two pieces, to make us feem many; and fo we think the Indians 
fuppofed thofe hats to be men, for they fled with all pofliblc fpeed to tfie fhore, and 
there flayed, flaring at the failing of our barge till we anchored right againfl them. 
Long it was ere we could draw them to conic unto us : at laft they lent two of their 
company unarmed in a canoc ; the reft all followed to fecond them if need required. 
Thefc two being but bach prefented with a bell, brought aboard all their fellows, pre. 
fenting our captain with venifon, bears’ flefh, fifh, bows, arrows, clubs, targets, and 
bears’ (kins. We underftood therr^nothing at all but by figns, whereby they fignified 
unto us they had been at wars with the Tockwoghcs, the which they confirmed by 
ihewing us their green wounds ; but the night parting us, wc imagined they appointed 
the next morning to meet, but after that we never faw them. 

10 * Entering. 
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* Entering the river of Tockwogh, the favages all armed in a fleet of boats,'after 
their bait>arous manner, round Environed us, fo it chanced one of them could fpeak 
the language of Powhatan, who perfuaded the reft to a friendly parley.. But when 
they faw us furnilhcd with the Maflawomeks weapons, and we faining the invention 
of Kecoughtan, to have taken them perforce; they conduced us to their pallifadoed 
town, mantled with the barks of trees, with fcaffblds like mounts, breaded about with 
breafts very formally. Their men, women, and children with dances, fongs, fruits, 
furs, and what they had kindly welcomed us, Ipreading mats for us to fit on, ftrctch- 
ing their beft abilities to exprefs their loves. 

«Many hatchets, knives, pieces of iron and brafs, we faw amongll them, which 
they reported to have from the Safquefahanocks; a mighty people and mortal enemies 
with the Maflawomeks. The Safquefahanocks inhabit upon the chief fpring of thefe 
four branches of the bay’s head, two days journey higher than our barge could pafs 
for rocks, yet we prevailed with the interpreter to take with him another interpreter, to 
ptrfuade the Safquefahanocks to come vilit us, for their language are different. Three 
or four days we expected their return, then fixty of thofe giant-like people came down, 
with prefents of venifon, tobacco-pipes three foot in length, bafkets, targets, bows and 
arrows. Five of their chief Werowances came boldly aboard us to crofs the bay for 
Tockwhogh, leaving ^ieir men and canoes, the wind being fo high they durft not 
pafs. 

Our order was daily to have prayer, with a pfahn, at which folemnity the poor 
favagns much wondered ; our prayers being done, awhile they were bulled with a con¬ 
futation till they had contrived their bufinefs, then they began in a moft paflionate 
manner to hold up their hands to the fun with a mall fearful long, then embracing 
our captains they begun to adore him in like manner; though we rebuked them, yet 
they proceeded till their long was fmilhed, which done, with a moft ftrange furious 
a&ion, and a hellifh voice, began an oration of their loves ; that ended, with "a great 
painted bear’s Ikin they covered him, then one ready with a great chain of white 
beads, weighing at loaft fix or feven pounds, hung it about his neck, the others had 
eighteen mantles, made of divers forts of (kins fewed together, all thefe with many 
other toys they laid at his feet, ftroking their ceremonious hands about his neck for 
his creation to be their governor and proteclor, promiiing their aids, victuals, or what 
they had to be his if he would ftay with them to defend and revenge them of the 
Maflawomeks. But v\e left them at Tockwhogh, Sorrowing for our departure, yet 
we promifed the next year again to vifit them. Many descriptions and dii'courles they 
made us of Atquanachucfc, Maflawomek, and other people, fignifying they inhabit 
upon a great water beyond the mountains, which we underftood to be fome great lake, 
or the river of Canada, and from the French to have their hatchers and commodities 
by trade. Thefe know no more o( the territories of Powhatan then his name, and he 
as little of them, but the Atquanachuks arc on the ocean fea. 

The higheft mountain wc faw northward we called Peregrine’s Mount, and a rocky 
river, where the Maflawomeks went up. Willowbyes River, in nonour of the town 
our captain was born in, and that honourable houle the Lord Willoughby, his moft 
honoured good friend. The Safqueiiihanocks River we called Smith’s Falls; the 
next point to Tockwhogh, Piling’s Point; the next it Point Bourne. Powell’s files 
and Sinai's Point is by the river Bolus, and the liy.le bay at the head Profit’s Poole ; 
Watkin’s, Read's, and Momford’s Points are on each fide Limbo; Ward, Cantrell, 
and Sicklemore, betwixt Patawotnek and Pamaunkee, after the names of the dil- 
coverers. In all thofe places and the furtheft came up the rivers, we cut in trees 
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fo many crofles as we would, and in many places made holes in trees, wherein we vmi 
notes, and in fome places crofles of brafs, to figniff to any, Englifhmen had been 
there. 

Thus having fought all the inlets and rivers worth noting, we returned to difcover 
the river of Pawtuxunt j thefe people we found very tractable, and more civilian any: 
we prdtnifed them, as alfo the Patawomeks, to revenge them of the Maflawomeks, but 
our purpofes were eroded. 

In the difcovvrv of this river forae call Rapahanock, we were kindly entertained by 
the people of Moraughtacund j here we encountered our old friend Mofco, a lufty 
favage of Wighcocomoco, upon the river Patawomek : we fuppofed him fome French, 
man's foil, bccaufe he had a thick black bufo beard, and the favages feldom have any 
at all, of which he was not a little proud to fee fo many of his countrymen. Wood 
and water he would fetch us, guide ns any whither, nay, caufe divers of his country. 
m« r help us tow againft wind or tide from place to phee till we came to Patawomek; 
thrre he relied till \vc returned from the head of the river, and occafioned our coh- 
c.ttf to the mine we fuppofed antimony ; and in the place he failed not to do us all the 
good he could, perfuading us in any cafe not to go to the Rapahanocfes, for they would 
kill us for being friends with the Moraughtacunds, that but lately had ftolen three of 
the King’s women. This we did think was but that his friends might only have our 
trade, fo we crofled the river to the Rapahanocks. There fome twelve or fixteen Hand¬ 
ing on the fhore, directed us a little creek, where was good landing, and commodities 
for us in three or four canoes we faw lie there ; but according to our cuftom, r/e de¬ 
manded to exchange a man in fign of love, which after they had a little confulted, 
four or five came up to the middle to fetch our man, and leave us one of them, foew- 
ing we need not fear them, for they had neither clubs, bows, nor arrows. Notwith- 
ftanding, Anas Todkill, being font on fhore to fee if he could difcover any ambuf- 
cadoes, or what they had deforce! fo go over the plain to fetch fome wood, but they 
were unwilling, except we would come into the creek, where the boat might come 
clofe a fh ore. Todkill by degreeshaving got fome two ftones-throws up the plain, 
perceived two or three hundred men (as he thought) behind the trees, fo that offering 
to return to the boat, the favages eflayed to carry him away per force, that he called to 
us we were betrayed, and by that he had fpoke the word, our hoftage was overboard, 
but* Watkins his keeper, flew him in the water. Immediately we let fly amongft 
them, fo that they fled, and Todkill efcaped, yet they foot fo faft that he fell flat on 
the ground ere he could recover the boat. Here the Maflawomek targets flood us in 
good ftead, for upon Mofco’s words, we had fet them abtvbt the forepart of our boat 
like a forecaftle, from whence we fecurely beat the favages from oft" the plain without 
*any hurt, yet they foot more than a thoufand arrows, and then fled into the woods. 
Arming ourfelves with thele light targets (which are made of little fmall flicks woven 
betwixt firings of their hemp and folk grafs, as is our cloth, but fo firmly that no 
arrow can poflibly pierce them): we refeued Todkill, who was all bloody by fome of 
them who were foot by us that held him, but as God pleafed, he had no hurt; and 
following them up tq'the woods we found fome (lain, and in divers places much blood. 
It feems all their arrows were fpent, for we heard no more of them; their canoes wc 
took, the arrows vve found we broke, fave them we kept for Mofco, to whom wc 
gave the canoes for his kindnefs, that entertained us in the beft triumphing manner, and 
warlike order in arms of conquelt he could procure of the Moraughtacunds. 

The reft of the day we fpent in accommodating our boat, inftead of thoules we 
made flicks like bed-flaves, to which we fattened fo many of our Maflawomek targets, 

that 
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* that environed her as wafte cloaths. The next morning we went up the riverj and 
our friefcd Mofco followed us along the lhore, and at lafl: defired to go with us in our 
boat. But as we pafTed by Pifacack, Matchopeak, and Mecuppom, three towns 
Situated upon high white clay clifts, the other fide all a low plain marlh, and the river 
there bqt narrow, thirty or forty of the Rapahanocks had fo accommodated them- 
felves with branches, as we took them for little buflies growing among the fedge, ilill 
feeing their arrows ftrike the targets, and dropped in the river, whereat Mofco fell 
flat m the boat on his face, crying the Rapahanocks, which presently we efpied to be 
the bulhes, which at our firft volley fell down in the fedge, when we were near half a 
mile from tjiem, they fhewed themfelves dancing and Tinging very merrily. 

The Kings of Pilfaflack, Nandtaughtacund, and Cuttatawomen, ufed us kindly, and 
all their people negle&ed not any thing to Mofco to bring us to them. Betwixt Seco- 
beck and Maffawteck is a frnall ifle or two, which caufeth the river to be broader than 
ordinary; there it pleafed God to take one of our company, called Mr. Fetherftone, 
that all the time he had been in this country had behaved himfelf honeftly, valiantly, 
and induitriouily, where, in a little bay we called Fetherftone’s Bay, we buried him 
with a volley of Ihot: the reft, notwithftanding their ill diet and bad lodging, crowded 
in fo fmall a barge, in fomany dangers never reding, but always toffed to and again, 
had all well recovered their healths. The next day we failed fo high as our boat 
would float, there fetting up erodes, and engraving our names in the trees. Our 
centinel law' an arrow fall by him, though wc had ranged up and down more than an 
houi*in digging in the earth, looking of ftones, herbs, and fprings, not feeing where a 
favage could well hide himfelf. 

Upon the alarum by that we had recovered our arms, there was about an hundred 
nimble Indians {kipping from tree to tree, letting fly their arrows fo faft as they could: 
the trees here ferved us for barricadoes as well as they. But Mofco did us more fervice 
than we expefted, for having {hot away his quiver of arrows, he ran to the boat for 
more. The arrows of Mofco at the firft made them paufe upon the matter, thinking 
by his bruit and Ikipping there were many favages. About half an hour tin’s con. 
tinued, then they all vanilhed as fuddenly as they approached. Mofco followed them 
fo far as he could fee us till they were out of fight. As we returned there lay a lavage 
■ as dead, {hot in the knee, but taking him up we found he had life, which Mofco feeing, 
never was dog more furious againft a bear than Mofco was to have beat out his brains, 
fo we had him to our boat, where our chirurgeon who went with us to cure our 
, captain’s hurt of the ftingray, .fo drolled this lavage that within an hour after he 
looked fomewhat cheerfully, and did eat and fpeak. In the meantime we contented 
Mofco in helping him to gather up their arrows, which were an arm full, whereof he 
gloried not a little. Then we defired Mofco to know what he was and what countries 
were beyond the mountains: the poor lavage mildly anfwcred, he and all with him 
were of Hafinninga, where there are three kings more like unto them, namely, the 
King of Stegora, the King of Tauxuntania, and the King of Shakahonea, that were 
come to Mohalkahod, which is only a hunting town, and the bounds betwixt the king¬ 
dom of the Mannahocks and the Nandtaughtacunds, but hard by where we were. 
We demanded why they came in that manner to betray us that'eame to them in peace 
and to feek their loves; he anfwered, they heard we were a people come from under 
the world to take their world from them. We alked him how many worlds he did 
know ; he replied, he knew no more but that which was under the Iky that covered 
him, which were the Powhatans, with the Monacnas, and the Maffawomeks, that were 
higher up in the mountains. Then we alked hijna what was beyond the mountains, he 

anfwered. 
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anfwered, the fun: but of any thing elfe he knew nothing, becaufe the woods were not' 
burnt. Thefe and many fuch queftions we demanded concerning the MaffaWomeks, 
the Monacans, their own country, and where were the Kings of Stegora, Tauxfintania, 
and the reft. The Monacans, he faid, were their neighbours and friends, and did djveil 
as they in the hilly countries by fmall rivers, living upon roots and fruits, tyut chiefly 
by hunting. The Maflawomeks did dwell upon a great water and had many boats, 
and fo many men that they made war with all the world, for their kings ; they were 
gone every one a feveral way with their men on hunting, but thofe with him came 
thither a fiftiing till they faw us, notwithftanding they would be altogether at night at 
Mahafkahod. For his relation we gave him many toys, with perfuafions to go with ns, 
and he as eameftly defired us to ftay the coming of thofe kings, that for his good ufage 
fhould be friends with us, for he was brother to Haftnninga. But Mofco advifed us 
prefently to be gone, forthey were all naught, yet we told hint we would not till it 
was night. All things we made ready to entertain what came, and Mofco was as dili¬ 
gent in trimming his arrows. The night being come we all embarked, for the rivdr 
was fo narrow, had it been light, the land on the one fide was fo high, they might have 
done us exceeding much mifehief. All this while the King of Haftnninga was fecking 
the reft, and had confultation a good time what to do, but by their fpies, feeing we 
were gone, it was not long before we heard their arrows dropping on every fide the 
boat; we caufed our favages to call unto them, but fuch a yelling and hallooing they 
made that they heard nothing, but now and then a piece, aiming fo near as we could 
where we heard the rnoft voices. More than twelve miles they followed us ip, this 
manner; then the day appearing, we found ourfelves in a broad bay, out of danger of 
their (hot, where we came to an anchor, and fell to breakfaft. Not fo much as fpeaking 
to them till the fun was rifen ; being well refrefhed, we untied our targets that covered 
us as a deck, and all fhewed ourfelves with thofe fhields on our arms, and fwords in 
our hands, and alfo our prifoner, Amoroleck; a long difeourfe there was betwixt his 
countrymen and him, how good we were, how well we ufed him, how we had a 
Fatawomek with us, loved us as his life, that would have flain him had we not preferved 
him, and that he fhould have his liberty, would they be but friends, and to do us any 
hurt it was impoflible. Upon this they all hung their bows and quivers upon the 
trees, and one came fwimming aboard us with a bow tied on his head, and. another 
with a quiver of arrows, which they delivered our captain as a prefent. The captain 
having ufed them fo kindly as he could, told them the other three kings fhould do 
the like, and then the great King of our world fhould be their friend, whofe men wc were. 
It was no fooner demanded but performed ; fo upon a low moorifh point of land we 
went to the fhore, where thofe four kings came and received Amoroleck. Nothing they 
had but bows, arrows, tobacco-bags, and pipes: what we defired none refufed to give 
us, wondering at every thing we had, and heard we had done; our piftols they took 
for pipes, which they much defired, but we did content them with other commodities; 
and fo we left four or five hundred of our merry Mannahocks, finging, dancing, and 
making merry, and fet fail for Moraughmcund. 

In our return we vifited all our friends, that rejoiced much at our victory againft the 
Mannahocks, who mttoy times had wars alfo with them, but now they were friends, 
and defired we would be friends with the Rapahanocks, as we were with the Manna¬ 
hocks. Our captain told them, they had twice aflaulted him that came only in love to 
do them good, and therefore he would now burn all their houfes, deftroy their corn, 
and for ever hold them his enemies, till they made him fatisfndion ; they defired to 
know wfeat that fhould be ; he told them they fhould prefent him the king’s bow and 
J arrows. 
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'‘arrows, and not offer to come armed where he was; that they fhould be friends’ with 
the Morpughtacunds his friends,* and give him their King’s fon in pledge to perform it, 
and then all King James’s men ftiould be their friends. Upon this they presently fent 
to the Rapahanocks to meet him at the place where they firft fought, where would be 
the Kings^of Nantautacund and Piffaffac : which according to their promife were there 
fo foon as we, where Rapahanock prefented his bow and arrows, and confirmed all 
we defired, except' his fon, having no more but him he could not live without him, 
but inftead of his foil he would give him the three women Moraughtacund had 
ftolen. This was accepted ; and fo in three or four canoes, fo many as could, went 
wjth us to Moraughtacund, where Mofco made them Inch relations, and gave to his 
friends fo many bows and arrows, that they no lefs loved him than admired us. The 
three women were brought our captain, to each he gave chain of beads ; and then 
causing Moraughtacund, Mofco, and Rapahanock to Hand before him, bid Rapaha¬ 
nock take her loved belt, and Moraughtacund chol’e next, and to Mofco he gave the 
third. Upon this away went their canoes over the water, to fetch their venifon, and 
all the provifion they could, and they that wanted boats fwam over the river : the dark 
commanded us then* to reft. The next day there was. of men, women, and children, 
as we conjedurcd, fix or feven hundred, dancing and fmging, and not a bow nor 
arrow fecit amongft them. Mofco changed his name IJttafantafough, which we interpret, 
ltranger, for fo they call us : all promifing ever to be our friends, and to plant corn 
purpofely for us ; and we to provide hatchets, beads, and copper for them; we 
depaged, giving than a volley of fliot, and they us as loud ffiouts and cries as their 
ftreiigth could utter. That night we anchored in the river of Payankatank, and dilco- 
vered it lb high as it was navigable ; but the people were inoft a hunting, fave a few 
old men, women, and children, that were tending their corn, of which they promifed 
us part when we would fetch it, as had done all the nations wherever we had yet been. 

In a fair calm, rowing towards point Comfort, we anchored in Gofnoll’s Bay, but 
fuch a hidden guft furprifed us in the night with thunder and rain, that we never 
thought more to have feen James Town. Yet running before the wind, wefometimes 
law the land by the Hallies of fire from heaven, by which light only ,ve kept from the 
fplitting fliore until it pleafed God in that black darknefs to preferve us by that light to 
find Point Comfivi: there refrelhing ourfelves, hecaufe wc had only but heard of the 
Chefapcak and Nanlatnunds, we thought it as fit to know all our neighbours near 
home, as fo many nations abroad. 

S>. lViting fail :..r the fouthern•ihore, we fail .1 upa narrow river up the country of 
Chefapcak ; it hath a good channel, but many ihoals about the entrance. By that we 
had failed fix or fi ven miles, we law two or three little garden-plots with their houfes, 
the Ihoros overgrown with the greatell pine and fir trees we ever faw in the country. 
But not feeing nor hearing any people, and the river very narrow, we returned to the 
great river to fee if we could find any of them. Coalting the Ihore towards Nanfa- 
mund, which is tnoft oyller banks; at the mouth of that river we efpied fix or 
feven favages making their wires, who prefently fled : afhore we went, and 
where they wrought we threw divers toys, and fo departed. Far we were 
not gone ere they came again, and began to fing and dance and recall us; and 
thus we began our firft acquaintance. At laft one of them defired us to go to his 
houfe up that river; into our boat voluntarily he came, the reft ran after us by the Ihore 
with all fhew of love that could be. Seven or eight miles we failed up this narrow 
river : at laft on the weftern Ihore we faw large corn-fields, in the midft a little ifle, 
and in it was abundance of corn ; the people, he told us, were all a hunting; but in the 
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Hie was his houfe, to which he invited us with much ktndnefe; to him, his wife, and 
children we gave fuch things as they feemed much conftnted them. The othAs being 
come, defired us alfo to go but a little higher to fee their houfes: here our hoft left 
us, the reft rowed by us in a canoe, till we were fo far paft the ifle the river became 
very narrow. Here we defired fome of them to come aboard us, whereabpaufing a 
little, they told us they would but fetch their bows and arrows, and go all with us; 
but bong afliore and thus armed, they perfuaded us to go .forward, but we could 
neither perfuade them into their canoe, nor into our boat. This gave us caufe to pro¬ 
vide for the worft. Far we went not ere feven or eight canoes full of men armed ap¬ 
peared following us, flaying to fee the condufxon. Prefently from each fide of^fhe 
river came arrows fo faft as two or three hundred could (hoot them, whereat we returned 
to get the open. They in the canoes let fly alfo as faft, but amongft them we bellowed 
fo many fhot, the molt of them leaped overboard and fwam aihore, but two or three 
efcaped by rowing, being againft their plains: our mulkets they found Ihot further than 
their hows, for we made not twenty mot ere they all retired behind the next trees. 
Bring thus got out of their trap, we feized on all their canoes, and moored them in the 
midft of the open. More than an hundred arrows ftuck in our targets, and about the 
boat, yet none hurt, only Anthony Bagnall was ihot in' his hat, and another in his 
fleeve. But feeing their multitudes, and fufpe&ing, as it wa^ that both the Nanfa- 
munds, and the Chefapeaks were together, we thought it belt to ride by their canoes 
a while, to bethink if it were better to bum all in the ifle, or draw them to cpmpofition, 
till we were provided to take all they had, which was fufficient to feed all our colony; 
but to bum the ifle at night it was concluded. In the interim we began to cut in pieces 
their canoes, and they prefently to lay down their bows, making figns of peace: peace, • 
we told them, we would accept, would they bring us their King’s bows and arrows, 
with a chain of pearl; and when we came again, give us four hundred balkets full of 
com, otherwife we would break all their boats, and bum-their houles and com, and 
all they had. To perform all this they alleged only the want of a canoe, fo we put one 
adrift, and bid them fwim to fetch her ; and till they performed their proinife, we 
would but only break their canoes. They cried to us to do no more; all fhould be as we 
would: which prefently they performed, away went their bows and arrows, and tag 
and rag came with their balkets : fo much as we could carry we took, and fo depart¬ 
ing good friends, we returned to James Town, where we fafely arrived the 7th of 
September, 1608. There we found Mr. Scrivener, and divers others, well recovered ; 
many dead *, fome fick ; the late prefident prifoner for mutiny; by the honeft dili¬ 
gence of Mr. Scrivener, the harveft gathered, but the provifion in the ftore much 
ipoiled with rain. Thus was that fummer (when little wanted) confumed and fpent, 
and nothing done (fuch was the government of Captain Ratliff) but only this difeovery; 
wherein to exprefs all the dangers, accidents, and encounters this finail number palle d 
in that fnjpll barge, by the fcale of proportion, about three thoufand miles, with fuph 
watery diet in thofe great waters and barbarous countries (till then to any Chriftian ut¬ 
terly unknown) I rather refer their merit to the cenfure of the courteous and expe¬ 
rienced reader, than I would be tedious or partial, being a party. 

But to this place to cone who will adventure, 

With jud' yntyit’s guide and reafon how to enter; 

Finds 'Of iis/’ oild's broad Jca, with wind and tide, 

There^ Jf*r . i.than any where beiide. 

But a. / W ;m lmtdn novices it is 

Apr j ape M of fearfulncfs I wifst 

V Into 
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Itrto thc jrrwt lift deep to tcature out, ,• 

Thofe {hallow •„ Aer* let them coait about, 

And br a ftnilfboat learn then fir It, and mark 
How tlieytnay come to makes greater bark. 

/Writtqp by Anthony Bagnall, Nathaniel Powell, and Anas Todkill. 

. • * . 

LHAr. YU.—IW Pikfidency furrendered to Captain Smith: the Arrival and Return 
of the Jccond Supply, and what happened. 

9 RfEE lothpf September, by the eledion of the council andfrrequeft of the com¬ 
pany, Captain Smith received the letters patent, which till then by no means he would 
accept, though he was often importuned thereunto. Now the building of Ratcliffe’s 
palace (laid as a thing needlefs ; the church was repaired ; the ftorehoufe recovered} 
buildings prepared for the fupplies we expe&ed; the fort reduced to a fine fquare 
forln; the order of the watch renewed; the fquadrons (each fetting of the watch) 

. trained; the whole company every Saturday exercifed in the plain by the weft bul¬ 
wark, prepared for that purpofe, we called Smithfield, where lometimes more than a 
hundred favages would ftand in an amazement to behold how a file would batter a 
tree, where he would m^ke them a mark to (hoot at; the boats trimmed for trade, 
which being fent out with Lieutenant Percy, in their journey encountered the fecond 
fupply, thatibrought them back to difcover the country of Monacan. How or why 
Captain»Newport obtained fuch a private commiflion, as not to return without a lump 
of gold, a certainty of the South Sea, or one of the loft company fent out by Sir 
.Walter Raleigh, I know not; nor why he brought fuch a fine pieced barge, nor to 
bear us to that South Sea, till we had borne her over the mountains, which how far 
they extend is yet unknown. As for the coronation of Powhatan, and his prefents of 
bal'on and ewer, bed, bedftead, clothes, and fuch coftly novelties, they had been 
much better well fpared than fo ill fpent, for we had his favour much better, only for 
a plain piece of copper, till this (lately kind of foliciting made him fo much over¬ 
value himfelf, that he refpetted us as much as nothing at all. As for the hiring of 
the Poles and Dutchmen to make pitch, tar, glafs, mills, and foap-afhes when the 
country is replenilhed with people, and neceflaries, would have done well; but to fend 
them and feventy more without victuals to work, was not fo well advifed nor con- 
fidered of, as it (hould have been. Yet this could not have hurt us had they been two 
hundred, though then we were one? hundred and thirty that .wanted for ourfelvcs; 
for we had the favages in that decorum (their harveft being newly gathered) that we 
feared not to get victuals for five hundred. Now was there no way to make us mife- 
rable but to negled that tinje to make provifion whilft it was to be had, the which wits 
done by the direction from England to perform this ftrange difeoyery; but a more 
ftrange, coronation to*lofe that time, fpend that victuals we had, tire and ftarve our 
men, having no means to carry victuals, munition, the hurt or fick, but on their own 
backs. How or by whom they were invented I know not; but'Captain Newport we 
only accounted the author, who, to effect thefe projefts, had, fo gilded men’s hopes 
with great promifes, that both company and council concluded his refolution for the 
mod part. God doth know they little knew what they did, nor underftood their own 
eftates, to conclude his conclufions, agairift all the incoqveniencies- the foregoing pre- 
fident alledged. Of this fupply there was aided to the council one Captain Richard 
Waldo and Captain Richard Wynne, two ancient foldiers and valiant gentlemen, but 
yet ignorant of the bufinefs (being but newly arrived). Ratcliffe was alfo permitted 
▼OL. XIII. L to 
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to have his voice, ?ndfdr. Scrivener, defirous to feeftrange countries; fo that although 
Smith was present, yet the major part of the fcafancii had die authority, »attdruled 
it as they lifted. As for clearing Smith’s objections, how pitch* and tar, wainfcor, 
clapboard, glafs, and foap-afhes, could be provided to relade the (hip, or provifion got 
to live withal, when none was in the country, and that we had, fpent, before the Snip 
departed to effeCt thefe projeds. The anfwer was, Captain Newport undertook to 
freight the pinnace of twenty tons with corn in going and riming in his difcovery, 
and to refreight her again from Werowocomoco of Powhatan; alfo promifing a great 
proportion of victuals from the fhip; inferring that Smith’s proportions were only 
devices to hinder his journey, to effeCt it hiinfelf,->and that* the cruelty he had ufild to 
the favages might well be the occafion to hinder thefe deligns, and feek revenge on 
him; for which taxation all works were left, and one hundred and twenty chofen 
men were appointed for Newport’s guard in this difcovery. But Captain Smith, to 
make clear all thofc fecming fufpicions that the favages were not fo defperate as was 
pretended by Captain Newport, and how willing (fince by their authority they would 
have it fo) he was to affift them what he could, becaufe the coronation would con-- 
fume much,time, he undertook himfclf their mortage to Powhatan, to entreat him to 
come to James Town to receive his prefents; and where Newport durft not go with 
lefs than one hundred and twenty, he only took with him Capfain Waldo, Mr. Andrew 
Buckler, Edward Brinton, and Samuel Collier. With thefe four he went over-land 
to Werowocomoco, fome twelve miles ; there he parted the river of Pauiaunkee in a 
lavage canoe. Powhatan being thirty utiles off, was prefently fent for: in the mean 
time, Pocahontas and her women entertained Captain Smith in this manner : 

In a fair plain field they made a fire, before which he fitting upon a mat, fuddenly 
amongft the woods was heard fuch a hideous noife and fhricking, that the Englifn 
betook themfelves to their arms, and feiried on two or three old men by them, fup- 
pofing Powhatan with all his power was come to furprize them. But prefently Poca¬ 
hontas came, willing him to < kill her if any hurt were intended; and the beholders, 
which were men, women, and children, fatisfied the Captain there was no fuch matter. 
Then prefently they were prefented with this antic : thirty young women came naked 
out of the woods, only covered behind and before with a few green leaves, their bodies 
all painted, fome of one colour fome of another, but all differing : their leader had a 
fair pair of buck’s horns on her head, and an otter’s fkin at her girdle, and another 
aOmer arm, a quiver of arrows at her back, a bow and arrows in her hand j the next 
had in her hand a fvvord, another a club, another a pot-itick, all horned alike ; the 
reft every one with their leveral devices. Thefe fiends, with moil hellifh fhouts and 
cries, rufhing from among the trees, caft themfelves in a ring about the fire, finging 
arid dancing with moft excellent ill variety, oft falling into their infernal paffions, and 
folemnly again to fing and dance. Having fpent near an hour in this mafquerade, as 
they entered in like manner they departed. ' * 

Having re-accommodated themfelves, they folemnly invited him to their lodgings, 
where he was no fooner within the houfe, but all thefe nymphs more tormented him 
than, ever' 4 ? crowding, prefling, and hanging about him, moft tedioufly crying, 

■ “ Loire you not me ? Love you not me This falutation ended, the feaft was fet, 
confifting of all the favage dainties they could devife; fome attending, others finging 
and dancing about them; (which mirth being ended, with firebrands inftead of torches 
they conducted him to hisilodging." , 

Thus did thty fht w-theirfeat* of arms, and others art in dancing, 

Some other ufi d their oaten pipe, and other* voices chaunting. 

The 
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mM n liferedhira Namontack he had fiat for England, defiring him to come fo his 
father Newport, to accept thofe prefents, and conclude their revenge againft the Mo¬ 
nacans. Wheramto this fubtle lavage thus replied: 

« If your King have fent me prefents, I alio am a king, and this ijs my land: eight 
days I will flay to receive them. Your father is to come to me, not I to him, nor 
yet to your fort, neith^will I bite at fuch a bait. As for the Monacans I can re¬ 
venge my own injuries; and as for Atquanachtik, where you fay your brother was 
{lain, it is a contrary way from thofe parts you fuppofe it: but for any falt-water 
beydpd the mountains, the delations you hatfe had from my people are falfe.” Where¬ 
upon he began to draw plots upon the ground (according to his difcourfe) of all 
thofe regions. Many other difcourfes theyhad (yet both content to give each other 
content in complimental courtefies); and fo Captain Smith returned with this 
anfwer. 

Upon this the prefents were fent by water, which is near a hundred miles, and the 
•captain f s went by land with fifty good {hot. All being met at Werowocomoco, the 
next day was appointed for his coronation; then the prefents were brought him, his 
bafon and ewer, bed and furniture fet up, his fcarlet cloak and apparel with much ado 
put on him, being perfoaded by Namontack they would not hurt him; but a foul 
trouble there was to make him kneel to receive his crown, he neither knowing the 
majefty nor meaning of a crown, nor bending of the knee, endured fo many perfua- 
fions, examples, and inftru&ions, as tired them ail; at laft, by leaning hard on his 
ihouldcrs, he a little {looped, and three having the crown in their hands put it on his 
.head, when by the warning of a piftol the boats were prepared with fuch a volley of 
{hot, that the King ftarted up in a horrible fear, till he faw all was well. Then re¬ 
membering himfelf, to congratulate their kindnefs, he gave his old {hoes and his mantle 
to Captain Newport: but perceiving his purpofe was to difeover the Monacans, he 
laboured to divert his refolution, refufing to lend him either men or guides more than 
Namontack; and fo, after fome fmall complimental kindnefs on both fides, in requital 
of his prefents, he prefented Newport with a heap of wheat ears, that might contain 
fome fevjpn or eight buihels, and as much more we bought in the town, wherewith'we 
returned to. the Fort. 

The Ihip having diiburdened herfelf of feventy perfons, with the firft gentlewoman 
and woman-fervant that arrived in our colony, Captain Newport, with one hundred and 
twenty chofen men, led by CaptainWaldo, Lieutenant Percy, CaptainWinne, Mr. Weft, 
and Mr. Scrivener, fet forward for the diicovery of Monacan, leaving the prefident at 
the fort with about eighty or ninety (fuch as they were) to relade the {hip. Arriving 
at the Falls, we marched by land fome forty miles in two days and a half, and fo 
returned down the fame path we went. Two towns we difeovered of the Monacans, 
called Maflinacak and Mowhemenchouch; the people neither ufed us well nor ill; yet 
for our fecurity we took one of their petty kings, and led him bound to condud us 
the way; and in our return, fearched many pladfe we fuppofed mines, about which 
we fpent fome time in refining, having one William Callicut, a refiner, fitted for that 
purpofe. From that cruft of earth we digged he perfuaded us td believe he extraded 
fome fmall quantity of filver; and (not unlikely) better ftuff might be had for the 
digging. With this poor trial, being contented to leave this fair, fertile, well-watered 
country; and coming to the falls, the favagfcs feigned there Were divers {hips come 
mto the bay to kill them atJames Town. Trade they would not, andrfind their corn 
we could not, for they had hid it in the woods ; and being thus deluded, we arrived 
■ l* - at 
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at James Town, half tick, all complaining, and tired with toils famine, aad^ discon¬ 
tent, to have oidy bat difcovered our gilded hopes/ and fucb fruitlefs certainties .as 
Captain South foretold us. • 

But thofp that hanger feck to flake. 

Which thns abounding wealth would rake j 
Not all the gems of liter fliore. 

Nor aH the gold of Lydia’s itorc, 

Can (ill theii greedy appetite. 

It is a thing fo infinite. 

No iboner were we landed, but the prefident difperfed foenany as werp able, fontij/or 
glafs, others for tar, pitch, and foap-alhes, leaving them with the fort to the councils* 
overfight, but thirty of us he conduced down the river fome five miles from James 
Town, to learn to make clapboard, cut down trees, and lie in woods. Amongft this reft 
he had chofen Gabriel Beadle, and John Ruffell, the only two gallants of this laft fup- 
ply, and both proper gentlemen. Strange were thefe pleafures to their conditions; yet 
lodging, eating, and drinking, working or playing, they but doing as the prefident did 
himfeH. All thefe things were carried fo plealanily as within' a week they became 
mailers: making it their delight to hear the trees thunder as they fell; but the axes 
fo oft bliflercd their tender fingers, that many times every third blow had a loud oath 
to drown the echo j for remedy of which fin, the prefident devifed how to have every 
man's oath numbered, and at night for every oath to have a can of water poured down 
his fleeve, with which every offender wasfo walhcd, (himfclf and all ) that amaalhould 
icarce hear an oath in a week. 

For he who (corn*, and makes but jells of curlings, and his oath. 

He doth contt.mii, not man but God, nor God, nor man, but both. 

By this, let no man think that the prefident and thefe gentlemen fpent their times as 
common wood-haggers at felling of trees, or fuch other like labours, or that they were 
prefied to as hirelings, or common Haves; for what they did, after they were but once a 
little inured, it feemed and fome conceited it only as a pleafure and recreation, yet thirty 
or forty of fuch voluntary gentlemen would do more in a day then one hundred of the 
reft that muft be preft to it by compulfion, but twenty good workmen had been better 
t^pn them all. 

, Mr. Scrivener,* Captain Waldo, and Captain Winne at the fort, every one in like 
manner carefully regarded their charge. The prefident returning from amongft the 
woods, feeing the time confumed and no provifion gotten, (and the fliip lay idle at a 
great charge and did nothing,) prefently embarked himfelf in the dilcovery barge, 
giving order to council to fend Lieutenant Percie after him with the next barge that 
arrived at the fort; two barges he had himfclf and eighteen men, but arriving at 
Chickahamania, that dogged nation was too well acquainted with our wants, refuting 
to trade with as much fcorn and infolency as they could expreis. The prefident per¬ 
ceiving it was Powhatan’s policy to fttrve us, told them he came not fo much for their 
com, as to revenge fiis imprifonment, and the death of his men murdered by them, and 
fo landing his men, and ready to charge them, they immediately fled: and prefently 
after fent their ambafiadors with com, fifh, fowl, and what they had to make their 
peace, (their com being that year but bad) they complained extremely of their own 
wants, yet freighted our boats with an hundred buiheis of com, and in like manner , 
Lieutenant Percie that not long after arrived, and having done the beft they could to 
content ua, we parted good friends,'and returned to James Town. ^ 
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tHdiniiirh; fymtnirifflH' thr hat frwtil nothing more than ftautving) 

vet;fo envied Jiist^gpod fuccda, tbattney rather defired to hassj^Ll ftarvfojg ’ then 
Kis; paii» foould prove To much more effeftual than theirs. Someprojefts theje 'tfere 
jmventea by Newport and Ratliffe^ot only to have depofed him, but to have kept ftfm 
out of t^e fort; for that being prefident, he would leave his place and the fort without 
iheir content, but their horns were fo much too fhort to effeft it, as they themfelves 
more narrowly elcaped a greater mifchief. 

All this time ourlfd tavern made as much of all them that had either money or 
ware as could be defired: by this time they were become fo perfect on all fides (I 
jpftm the foldiers, failor§, and favages) as there was ten times more care to maintain 
their ^damnable and private .trade, than to provide for the colony things that were 
neceffary. Neither was it a fmall policy in Newport and the mariners to report in 
England we jfcad fuch plenty, and bring Us fo many men without viftuals, when they 
had fo many private factors in the fort, that within fix or feven weeks, of two or three- 
hundred axes, chiffels, hoes, and pick-axes, fcarce twenty could be found: and for 
pike-heads, fhot, powder, or any thing they could fteal from their fellows, was vendible; 
they knew as well (and as fecretly) how to convey them to trade with the favages for 
fur, bafkets, Muffaneeks, young bead, or fuch like commodities, as exchange them 
with the Tailors for butter, cheefe, beef, pork, aqua vitae, beer, bifcuit, oatmeal, and. 
oil: and then feign a?l was fent them from their friends. And though Virginia 
afforded no furs for the ftore, yet one mafter in one voyage hath got fo many by this 
indin^t means, as he confeffed to have fold in England for 30I. 

Thofe are the faint-feeming worthies of Virginia, that have notwithilanding all this 
meat, drink, and wages; but now they begin to grow weary, their trade being both 
perceived and prevented; none hath been in Virginia that hath obferved anything, 
which knows not this to be true, and yet the lofs, the fcorn, the mifery, and fhame, 
was the poor officers, gentlemen, and carelefs governors, who were all thus bought and 
fold; the adventurers cozened, and the aftion overthrown by their falfe excufes, 
informations, and di reft ions. By this let all men judge, how this bufinefs could 
profper, being thus abufed by fuch pilfering occasions. And had not Captain Newport 
cried peecavi , the prefident would have difeharged the ffiip, and caufed him to have 
Raid one year in Virginia, to learn to fpeak of his own experience.' 

Mr. Scrivener was fent with the barges and pinnace to Werowocomoco, where he 
found the favages more ready to fight than trade; but his vigilaqpy was fuch a$ pre¬ 
vented their projefts, and by the means of Namontack got three or four hogflieads-of 
corn, and as much pocones, which is a red root, which then was efleemed an excellent 
dye. ** 

Captain Newport being difpatched, with the trials of pitch, tar, glafs, frankincenfe? 
foap-a(hes, with that clapboard and wainfeot that could be provided, met with Mr. 
Scrivener at Point Comfort, and fo returned for England. We remaining were about 
two hundred. 

The Copy of a Letter fent to the Treasurer and Council of Virginia from CaptamSmith 

then Prefident in Virginia. * 

‘ • * : '• ‘ 1 . ... v 

s Right Honorable, &c. . 

; “I received your letter, wherein you write, that our mind8,arefo fet upon faftion and 
idle conceits in dividing the country, without your confonta, and that wq fe,ed you but 
with ifsqnd ands, hopes, and fome few proofs ; af if we, would keep the jnyflery of the 
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bufinefs to ourfelres: and that we mu|t exprefisly follow your inftrvt&ions fait by 
Captain Newport ^t^je charge of whofe voyage amounts to near two tftonfand pound#, 
the which, if we cannot defray by the fhip*s return, we apelike to remain %$ Kaniflied 
men. To thefe particulars I humbly intreat your patron, if I offend you with my rude 
anfwer. f 

“ For our factions, unlefs you would have me run away and leave the country, I 
cannot prevent them: becaufe I do make many ftay that wouldelfe fly any weather. 
For the idle letter fent to my Lord of Salilbury, by the prefiderit&nd his confederates, 
for dividing the country, &c. what it was I know not, for you law no hand of mine 
to it; nor ever dreamed I of any fuch matter. That we feed you with hopes, &c^; 
though I be no fcholar, I am pall a fchool-boy j and I defire but to ‘know ^what 
either you, and thefe here do know, but that I have learned to tell you by the continual 
hazard of my life. I have not concealed from you any thing I know; buf I fear fetae 
caufe you to believe much more than is true. 

“ Exprefsly to follow your directions by Captain Newport, though they be performed 1 , 

I was dire&Iy againft it; but according to our commifiion, I was content to be over¬ 
ruled by the major part of the council, I fear to the hazard of us all, which now is 
generally confeffed when it is too late. Only Captain Winne and Captain Waldo 
I have fwom of the council, and crowned Powhatan, according to your inftrufti ons. , 

“ Forthecharge of this voyage of two or three thoufand pounds, we have not received 
the value of an hundred pounds. And for the quartered boat to be borne by the 
foldiers over the foils, Newport had one hundred and twenty of the bell men hcrould 
chufe. If he had burnt her to aflies, one might have carried her in a bag, but as (he 
is, five hundred cannot, to a navigable place above the falls. And for hitn at that time 
to find in the South Sea, a mine of gold ; or any of them fent by Sir Walter Raleigh : 
at our Confutation I told them was as likely as the.reft. But during this great difeo- 
very of thirty miles, (which might as well have been 4°ne by one man, and much 
more, for the value of a pound of copper at a feafonable time,) they had the pinnace 
and all the boats with them, but one that remained with me to ferve the fort. In their 
abfence I followed the new begun works of: pitch and tar, glafs, foap-aflies, and clap¬ 
board, whereof fotne finall quantities we have fent you. But if you rightly confider 
what an infinite toil it is in Ruflia and Sweden, where the woods are proper for nothing 
elfe, and though there be the help both of man and beaft in thofe ancient common- 
welfths, which many an hundred years have ufed it, yet thoufandsof thofe poor people 
can fcarce get necenaries to live, but from hand to mouth. And though your fa&ors 
there can buy as much in a week as will freight you a ihip, or as much as you pleafe, you 
muft not expe£t from us any fuch matter, which are but a many of ignorant miferable 
fouls, that are fcarce able to get wherewith to live, and defend ourfelves againft the 
inconftant favages: finding but here and there a tree fit for the purpofe, and want all things 
elfe that the Ruffians have. For the coronation of Powhatan, by whofe advice you 
fent him fuch prefents, I know not; but this give me leave to tell you, I fear they will 
be the confufion of us all ere we hear from you again. At your ftiip’s arrival, the 
favages harveft was newly gathered, and we going to buy it, our own not being ball 
fufficientfor fo great a'number. As for the two ffiips loading of corn. Newport pro* 
mifed to provide us from Powhatan, he brought us but fourteen buihels j and from 
the Monacans nothing, but the moft of the men fick and near famiihed. From your 
Ihip we had not provifion in vi&uals worth twenty pounds, and we are more than two 
hundred to live upon this; the one half fick, the other little better* For the failors 
(I confefej they daily make good chees^ but our diet is a little meal and water, and not 

9 fufficieni 



■Mx¥h*B VIRGINIA. 79 

fitffi ctefet b'f th&fc' Though 
woods,! their bounds Ire to 
n6t thij|:h trouble them. ,C _ 
inventions. Now that you fliould know 1 have made you as great a difeovery as he, 
for lefs charge than he fpendeth you every meal, I have fent you this map of the hay 
and rivers, with,an annexed relation of the countries and nations that inhabit them,' as 
you may fee at large** Alfo two barrels of Hones, and fuch as I take to be good iron 
ore at the leaf):; lo divided, as by their notes you may fee in what places I found them. 
The foldiers fay, many of your officers maintain their families out of that you fend us ; 
ahB that Newport hath an hundred pounds a year for carrying news. For every mafter 
you have yet fent can find the‘way as well as he, fo that an nundred pounds might be 
fpafed, which is more than we have all, that help to pay him wages. Captain Ratliff 
is now called Sicklemore, a poor counterfeited impofture. I have fent you him home, 
left the company fliould cut his throat. What he is, now every one can tell you : if 
he and Archer return again, they are fufficient to keep us always in factions. When 
you fend again I entreat you rather fend but thirty carpenters, huibandmen, gardeners, 
fifliermen, blackfmfths, mafons, and digged up of trees, roots, well provided, than 
a thoufand of fuch as we have : for except we be able both to lodge them, and feed 
them, the moft will confume with want of neceflaries before they can be made good 
for any thing. Thus if you pleafe to conlider this account, and of the unnecefiary 
wages to Captain Newport, or his Ihip’s fo long lingering and flaying here (for notwith- 
ftanding his boafting to leave us vi&uals for twelve months, though we had eighty-tome 
by this difeovery lame andfick, and but a pint of com a day fora man, we were con- 
ftrained to give him three hoglheads of that to viftual him homeward) or yet to fend 
into Germany or Poland for glafs men and the reft, till we be able to fuftain ourfelves, 
and relieve them when they come. It were better to give five hundred pound a ton for 
thofe grofs commodities in Denmark, than fend for them hither, till more neccffary 
things be provided. For in over-toiling our weak and unlkilful bodies, to fatisfy this 
defire of prefent profit, we can fcarce ever recover ourfelves from one fupply to ano¬ 
ther : and I humbly entreat you hereafter, let us know what we fliould receive, and 
not ftand to the failors courtefy to leave us what they pleafe, elfe you may charge us 
with what you will, but we not you with any thing. Thefe are the cauies that have 
kept us in Virginia, from laying fuch a foundation, that ere this might have given much 
better content and fatisfa&ion ; but as yet you mull not look for any profitame returns: 
fo I humbly reft. * 


thert be filh in thefea, fowls in the air, and bes$«ia the 
large, they fo wild, and we fp weak and ignorant, we ean- 
faptaifi Newport we much fufpeft to be the author of thole 




The names of thofe in this fupply were thefe; with their proceedings and acci¬ 
dents: 

Spain RkharTwaldo, | ^ appointed to be of the council. 

Mr. Francis Weft, brother to the Lord La Warre. 


Thomas Graves, 
Raleigh Chrolhaw, 
Gabriel Beadle, 
John Beadle, 

John Ruffell, 
William Ruffell, 
Cuderington, 


William Sambage, 
Henry Leigh, 
Henry Philpot, 

Gent. Hannon Harrifon, 

Daniel Tucker, 
Henry Collins, 
Hugh Wollpfton, 


{►Gent. 


John 



to 

John Hoult, 
Thomas Norton^ 
George Yarington, 
George Burton, 
Thomas Abbay, 
'William Dowman, 
Thomas Maxes, 
Michael Lowick, 
Mr. Hunt, 

Thomas Forreft, 
John Dauxe, 
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Gent. 


Thomas Phelps, 

John Prat, 

John Clarke, 

Jeffrey Shortridge, 

Dionis Oconor, ^Tradefmen. 

Hugh Wynne, 

David ap Hugh, 

Thomas Bradley, j Millman, 

John Burras, j Ililliard, 

Mrs. Forreft, and Anne Burras her maid; eight Dutchmen and Poles, with* fomc 
others, to the number of feventy perfons, &c. 


Thomas Lavander, 

Heijury Bell, 

Mr. Pqwell, 

David Ellis, 

Thomas Gibfon, 

Thomas Dawfe, 
Thomas Mallard, 
William Taylor, 
Thomas Fox, 
Nicholas Hancock, 
Walker, 

Williams, 

Floud, 

Morley, 

Rofe, . 

Scot, 

Hardwyn, 


1 >Tr|deft 


men. 


> Labourers, 


| Boys. 


Thcfe poor conclufions fo affrighted us all with famine, that the prefident provided 
for Naufamund, and took with him Captain Wynne, and Mr. Scrivener, then return¬ 
ing from Captain Newport. Thefe people aifo long denidd hitn not only the four hun¬ 
dred bafkets of corn they promifed, but any trade at all ; (excufing thctnfelves they 
had fpent moft they had, and were commanded by Powhatan to keep that thty had, 
and not to let us come into thtir i iver) till we were conftraincd to begin with them per¬ 
force. "Upon the diicharging of our mulkets they all fled and (hot not an arrow; the 
firft houfe we came to we ft t on fire, which when they perceived, they dtfired we 
wdflild make no more fpoil, and they would give us half they had : how they collected 
it I know not, but before night they loaded our three boats ; and fo we returned to 
our quarter fome four miles down the river, which was only the open woods under the 
lay of a hill, where all the ground was covered with fnow, and hard frozen ; the 
{now we digged away and made a great fire in the place j when the ground was well 
dried, we turned away the fire } and covering the place with a mat, there we lay very 
warm. To kcipusirom the wind w'e made a made of another mat; as the wind 
turned we tui ned our flude, and when the ground grew cold we removed the fire. 
And thus many a cold winter night have we lain in this miferable manner, yet thofe 
that molt commonly went upon all thofe occafions, were always in health, lufly, and 
fat. For fparing them this year, the next year they promifed to plant purpofely for 
us; and fo we returned to James Town. About this time there was a marriage 
betwixt JohnLaydonand Anne Burras*, which was the firft marriage we had in Virginia. 

Lqng he (laid not, but fitting himfelf and Captain Waldo with two bajges. From 
Chawppoweanock, and all part6 thereabouts, all the people were fled, as being jealous 
of opr intents, till wedifeovered the i%?r and people of Apamatuckj where we round not 
much, that they had we equally divided, but gave them copper j and fuch tilings as con¬ 
tented 
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tettei .them in epidMeWdp#. Mr. Scrivener and lieutenant Perrie went alfo abroad, 
but ««ld find-nothing. ’ 

l^jde&lent feeing the procfuftinatitig of rime, was no courfe to five, refolved, with 
fiffi &i'Waldo, (whom he knew* to be (ure in time of need) to furprife Powhatan, and 
■all bis proyifioh, but the ufdj^ifisgdeTs of Captain Winne and Mr. Scrivener, for 
fome private rtfped, plotted in England to ruin Captain Smith, did their bed to hinder 
the projeft; but the president, whom no perfuafions could perfuade to ftarve, being in* 
vited by Powhatan to cdtne unto him; and if he would ffend him but men to build him 
a houfe, give him a grindftone, fifty fwords, fome pieces, a cock and a hen, with much 
cogppr and beads, he would load his fhip with corn. The prefident, not ignorant of 
his aevifes and’fubtilty, yet unwilling to negled any opportunity, prefently fent three 
Dutchmen and two Englifh, having lo fmall allowance, few were able to do any thing 
to purpofe; knowing there needed no better a caftle to effeCt this projed, took order 
with Captain Waldo to fccond him, if need required; Scrivener he left his fubftitute, 
and fet forth with the pinnace, two barges, and forty-fix men, which only were fuch as 
> voluntarily offered themfelves for his journey, the which, by reafon of Mr. Scrivener’s 
ill fuccefs, was cenfured very defperate, they all knowing Smith would not return 
empty, if it were to be hadj howfoever, it caufed many of thofe that he had ap¬ 
pointed, to find excufes to flay behind. 


CHAP. VIII .—Captain Smith's Journey to Pamaunkce. 

THlT 29th of December he fet forward for Werowocomoco; his companions ware 
thefe: 

* In the Difcovcry barge himfelf. In the pinnace. 

1 Lieut. Percy, brother to the Earl of Northumberland. 

Mr. Francis Weft, brother to the Lord La Warre. 
Gen William Phittiplace, Captain of the pinnace. 

** " Michael Phittiplace 1 

Jeffery Abbott, ferieunt ^ , 

William Tankard > Gent * 

George Tarington 


Robert Behethland 
Nathaniel Graves 
John Ruffell 
Raleigh Chrafltow 
Michael Sicklemore 
Richard Worley 


Anas Todkill 
William Love 
William Bentley 
Jeffery Shortridge 
Edward Pifmg 
William Ward 


1 


Soldiers. 


L Soldiers. 


James Browne 
Edward Briuton 
George Burton 
Thomas Coe 
John Dods 
Henry Powell 
Jonas Profit, mafter. 

Robert Ford, clerk of the council. 


Thomas Gibfpn, David Ellis, Nathaniel Peacock, faflors; John Prat, George Acrig, 
James Read, Nicholas Hancock, James Watkins, Thomas Lambert, four Dutchmen, 
and fHcharcl Salvage, were fent by land before, to build the houfe for Powhatan againft 
our arrival, 

This compailjr bring victualled but for three or four days, lodged the firft night at 
Wamfkoyack, where the pre%tent took fufficieot provifion. This kind King did ms beft 
to divert him from feeing Powhatan; but perceivin^he could not prevail,he advifed hi 
< iron. xm. m this 
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this manner ' 


j»t,ancHje 
’ ■ to cut yottythros 


The 


scary his low^S^red guides toChawwonock, far fee .., „ 

tb bind lam bis friend. To perfocm r; 


honeft,and painful foldier; with him two guides, ahd'%2^o^:hpw^f^%K-sKie 
loft company of Sir Walter Raleigh, Sfodfilk graft. Tlitfn ^ depst^ted thei$e,the 
prefident alluring the King pejpetuallove; and left with'hiiii ofcttuei CcflW, f “ 
to learn the language. :i 


So tin's King’s deeds by facred oath adjur’d. 
More wary proves, and circumfpeft by odds; 
Fearing at feaft his double forfeiture, 

To offend his friends, and fin againit his gods. 


The next night being lodged at Kecoughtan$ fix or feven days the extreme wind, 
non, froft, and fnow, caufed us to keep Chriftmas among the favages, where we were 
never more merry, nor fed on more plenty of good oyfters,fifo,flefo, wild-fowl,and good 
.bread; nor ever had better fires in England, than in the dry fmoaky houfes of Ke¬ 
coughtan ; but departing thence, when we found no- houfes, we were not curious in 
any weather to lie three or four nights together under the trees by a fire, as formerly is 
fakL An hundred and forty-eight fowls the prefident, Anthony Bagnall, and Serjeant 
Pifing-did kill at three foots. At Kifkiack, the froft and contrary winds forced us three 
or four days alfo (to fuppreft the infolence of thofe proud favages) to quarter in their 
houfes, yet guard our barge, and caufethem to give us what we wanted; though we 
were but twelve and himfelf, yet we never wanted foelter where we found any houfes. 
The tath of January we arrived at WerowocOmoco, where the river was frozen nearly 
half; a mile from the foore ; but to negled no time, the prefident with his barge lo for 
had approached by breaking the ice, as the ebb left him amongft thofe oozy fooals,yet ra- 
ther than to lie there frozen to death, by his own example he taught them to march 
near middle deep, a flight foot through this muddy frozen ooze. When the barge 
floated, he appointed two or three, to return her on board the pinnace. Where for 
want of water in melting the ice, they made frefo water, for the river there was fait. 
But in this march Mr. Ruffell, (whom none could perfuade to ftay behind) being fome- 
dfoat ill, and exceeding heavy, fo overtoiled himfelf, as the reft had much ado (ere he 
got afoore) to regain life into his dead benumbed fpirits. Quartering in the next. 
houfes we found, we feat to Powhatan for provifion, who fent us plenty of bread, tur? 
kies, and venifon ; the next day, having feafted us after his ordinary manner, he began. 
*tqaik us when we would be gone, feigning, he fent not for us, neither had he any corn* 
and his people much left; yet, for forty {words he would procure us forty baikets. 
The prefident foewing him the men there prefent that brought him the mefiage and 
conditions, aiked Powhatan how it chanced he became fo forgetful} thereat the king 
concluded tke matter with a merry laughter, aiking for our commodities, but none he 
liked without guns and fwords, valuing a balket of com more precious than abaiket 
of copper, faying* he#ould rate his corn, but not the copper. ; : 

■!, Captain Smith legfog the intent of this fubtle favage, began to deal with hunger 
this manner: Powfiatan, though I had many Icourfes to have -made my prby 
bSlieying your profoifes to fuppiy my wants, Inegleftedall 
to l«ft»fy my love, a font you my r- en for your building* aeglefting my own., 
yvurpeople had ysfomye engrofledj^orbidding them:; ou#rai^|' .-arid npfcr 




meirpm want } yet fteal or wrong you I 
$ mutuary proofed, except you conftrain me 

mg fraying attentively liftened to ,tj^is^sowlet psomifed that both he and till 
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,„two daystb?y Arnold receive. 


‘‘YetCaptain Smith, (taith the King,) fome doubt I have of your coining hither, that 
makes me not fo kindly feek to relieve you as I would: for many do inform me, your 
coming hither js not for trade, but to invade nfy people, and poffefs my country, who 
dare not come to bring you com, feeing you thus armed with your men. To free us of 
this fear, leave aboard your weapons, for here they are needlefs, we bang all friends, 
and fir ever Powhatans.” 

With many fuch difcourfes they fpent the day, quartering that night in the King’s 
houfes. , The next day he renewed his buying, which he Tittle intended fhould pro- 
• ceed. Tor the Dutchmen finding, his plenty, and knowing our want, and perceiving 
his preparations to fufprife us, little thinking we could efcape both him and famine, 
(to obtain his favour) revealed tp him fo much as they knew of our eftates and projefls, 
and how to prevent them. One of them bring of fo great a fpirit, judgement, and 
refolution, and a - hireling that was certain oOiis wages for his labour, and ever well 
ufed, both he and his countrymen, that the prcfident knew not whom better to trait; 
and nos knowing any .fitter for that employment, had fent him as a fpy to difcoVer 
Powhatan’s intent, then little doubting his honefty, nor could ever be certain jbf his 
.villany till near half a year after. 

Whilft we expelled the coming in of the country, we wrangled out of th e*King ten 
quarters of corn for a copper kettle, the which the prefident perceiving him much-to 
affeflt, valued it at a much greater rate; butin regard of his fcarcity he would accept 
it, provided we fhould have as much more the next year, or elfe the country of 
Monacan. Wherewith each feemed well contented, and Powhatan began to expoftulate 
the difference of peace and war after this manner. 

“ Captain Smith, you may underftahd that I having feen the death of all my pfedple 
thrice, and not any one living of thofe three generations but myfelf} I know the dif- 
ference of peace and war better than any in my country. But now I am old and ere 
long muff die, my brethren, namely Opitchapam, Opechancanough, and Kekataugh} 
itfytwo fillers, and their two daughters, are diftin&ly each others fucceflors. I wiih 
thrir experience no lefs than mine, and your love to them no left than mine Vo you. 
But this bruit from Nandfamund* that you are come to deftroy my country, fo much 
affrighteth all my people as they dare not vilit you. What will it avail you to take 
that by force you may quickly have by love, or to deftroy them that provide you food? 


with thtt you cannot get but by our labours? Think yon I am fo fimple npt to know it isi 
bettw tq wt.gqpd meat; lie well, amffieep quietly with my women and children* laugh 
and be wit^ you, have copper, hatchets** or what 1 want, bring your friend, than 
^^f^;yi ! iji|qm,all # ,tq < |ie cold iiMhe silN$icSda^-.fedct- .upon roqc^' ;; afidv#acb 
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l imownotwhitheV-. and thus with miferable fear end my miferable life, leaving 
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fey$r knowwl 
id every year bur fnendl 
vould cope in friendly p 
to invade your foes.** 

.";:.%this fubtfe difcourjfethepre&dentthosreplied; 

** Seeing you will not rightly conceive of ourwords, we ftriyetomake you know our 
'thoughts by our deeds j the vow 1 made you of my fove, l t>6th myfelf and my men hare 
■ kept. As for your promife 1 find it every day violated by Tome of your fobjeds: yet 
we finding your love and kindhefs, our cuftom is To far from being ungrateful, anat 
for your rake only, we have curbed our thirfting defire of revenge ; eue had they 
known as well the cruelties we ufe to our enemies, as our true love and courtefy to our 
friends. And I think your judgement fufficient to conceive, as well by the adventures 
we have undertaken, as by the advantage we have (by our arms) of yours, that had 
we intended you any hurt, long ere this we could have effeQed it. Your people com*- 
*°g to lames Town are entertained with their bows and arrows without any excep¬ 
tions; we efteeming it with you as it is with us, to wear our $rms as our apparel. As 
fpr the danger of our enemies, in fuch. wars confift our chiefeft pleafure: for your 
riches we have no ufe: as for the hiding your provifions, f or by your flying to the 
woods, we fhall not fo unadvifedly ftarve as you conclude; your friendly care in that 
behalf is needlefs, for we have a rule t#find beyond your knowledge.” 

Many other dflcourfes they had, till at laft they began to trade. But the King feeing 
his will would not be admitted as a law, Our guard difperfed, nor our men difarmed, 
he fighing breathed jus mind once more in this manner. 

“ Captain Smith, I never ofe any Werowance To kindly as yourfelf, yet from you I 
*eceive the leaft kindnefs of any. Captain Newport gave me fwords, copper, clothes, 
a bed, towels, or what I defired ; ever taking what I offered him, and would fend 
away his guns when I intreated him: none doth deny to lie at my feet, or refufe to do 
what I defire, hut only you ; of whom I can have nothing but what you regard not, 
and yet yon will have whatfoever you demand. Captain Newport you call father, and 
fo you call me ; bfit I fee for all us both you will do what you lift, and we muff both 
feek to content you. But if you intend fo friendly as you fay, fend hence your arms, 
jjjiat l may believe you; for you fee the love I bear you, doth caufe me thus nakedly to 
forget myfelf.” 

, Smith feeing this favage but trifle the time to ciit his throat, procured the favages to 
brpak the ice that his boat might come to fetch his corn and him : and gave order for 
pore men to come on fhore, to furprife the King, tyith whom alfo he but trifled the 
tune till his men were landed : and to keep him from fufpicion,. entertained the time 
with ftbk reply: 

‘^Powhatan you muff know, as I have but one God, I honour but one King; and E 
live not here as your fubjeft, but as your friend to pleafure you with what I can. By 
thegifts.you bellow on me, you gain more than by trade: yet would you vifit me asl 
do you, you fhould know it is not our cuftom to fell our courtefy as a vendible com* 
modify. Bring all your country with you for your guard, I will not diilike it as being 
oyer jealous. But to content you, to-morrow 1 will leave thy mins, and trull to your 
promife. I call you father ii-iaed, and as Wfather you (hall Tee I will love you s but 


ing^brith his luggage^wo: 
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Ruffell, lie obtained the corps du guard. VSThen they perceived him fo well efcrigxsd, 
aptfwhh his eighteen men (rar he had no more with him on fhore), totfae uttermoft of 
their fltill they foughrexxuies to dHTemble the matter: and Powhatan to excufe his 
flight smd the fudden coming of this multitude, fent onr Captain a great bracelet and 
chain of pearl, by an ancient orator that befpoke us to tins purpofe, perceiving 


guard his 


from ftealmg, that might happen without your knowledge: now though fome be hurt 
by your miiprifion, yet Powhatan is your friend arid fo will for ever continue. Now 
fince the ice is open, he would have you fold away your corn, and if you would have 
his company, fend ayway alfo your guns, which fo affrighteth his people, that they dare 
not come to you as he promifed they fhould.” 

Then having provided bafkets for our men to carry our cbm to theboats, they 
kindly offered their fdtvice to guard our arms that none fhouid fteal them. A great 
many they were of goodly well proportioned fellows, as grim as devils; yet the very 
fight of cocking our matches and being to let fly, a few words caufed them to leave 
their dows and arrows to our guard, and bear down our corn on their backs; we 
needed not importune them to make difpatch. But our barges being left on the oofe 
by the ebb, caufed us ftay till the next high wafer, fo that w% returned agaiiri to our 
old quarter. Powhatan and his Dutchmen burfting with defire to have the head of 
Captain Smith, for if they jould but kill him they thought all was theirs, ncglefted 
not any opportunity to effe£t his purpofe. The Indians with all the merry fpqrts they 
could devife, fpent the time till night, then they all returned fo Powhatan, who all this 
time was making ready his forces to furprife the houfe and him at fupper,. nbtwith- 
ftanding the eternal all-feeing God did prevent him, and by a ftrange means; for 
Pocahontas, his deareft jewel and daughter, in that dark night came through the irk- 
fome woods, and told our captain great cheer fhouid be fent us bv-and-by, ,! but 
Powhatan and all the power he could make, would after come kill us all, if they that 
brought it , could not kill us with .our own weapons when we were at fupper. There¬ 
fore if we would live fhe wifhed us prefently to be gone. Such things as fhe delighted 
in jbe would have given her, but with the tears running down her cheeks, fhefaidihe 
durft not be feen to have an^, for if Powhatan fbould know it fhe were but deal, 
and fo fhe ran away by herfelf as fhe came. Within lefs then an hour came eight or 
t$n lufty fellows with great platters of venifon and other victuals, very importunate to 
i have us put out our matches (whofe finokemade them fick). and fit down to pur 
yjfltuals. But the captain made them rafte .every difh, which done, hefentfpmp of 
them back to Powhatan, to bid him make hafte*, for he was prepared for his coming. 
As for them he knew they came,to betray him at his fupper,*but he wooldprevent 
them,and all their other intended yillanj<% £6 that they might be gorie. Not icing 
after, pame pore mefferigers to fee what newts, not long after (hem others. THus' we 
a^ vigilantly as they till it was high water, yet Teemed to the favriges as 
iwen^ly as they tQ us- sma that we were fo defiroris to give Powhatan content, as he 
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Let ui live fo, then We're «free and tafttih at thebeft. 


CHAP., IX.—How toe efcapedfurprifing at Paktaunl 

WE had no fooner fet tail but Powhatan returned, and fent A 
{two ftout Dutchmen) to James Town, who feigning to Captain Wii 
were well, and that Captain Smith had ufe of their arms, wher£fc 
new (the which were given them) they told him their coming was 
dinary tools and fhifc of apparel, by which colourable excufe they obtained fix or 
feven more to their confederacy, fuen expert thieves, that prefently furnilhed them 
with a great many fwords, pike-heads, pieces, fhot, powder, and fuch like, favages 
they had at hand to carry it away, and the next day they returned unfufpe&ed, 
leaving their confederates to follow, and in the interim to convey" them fuch things as 
they could, for which fervice they (hould live with Powhatan, as his chief affected, 
free from thofe miferies. that would happen to the colony. Samuel, their other confort, 
Powhatan kept for their pledge, whole diligence had provided them three hundred of 
their kind °f hatghets, the reft fifty fwords, eight pieces, and eight pikes. Brynton 
and Bichard Salvage feeing the Dutchmen lo diligent to accommodate the flftrages 
with weapons, attempted to have gotten to James Town, but they were apprehended, 
and expe&ed ever when to be put lo death. 

Within two or three days we arrived at Pamaunkec, the king as many days enter¬ 
tained us with feafting and much mirth. And the day appointed to begin our trade, 
the prefident, Lieutenant Percie, Mr. Welt, Mr. Ruffell, Mr. Bchethland, Mr. Cralhaw, 
Mr. Powell, Mr. Ford, and fome others to the number of fifteen, went up to Opechan- 
canough's houfc a quarter of a mile from the river, where wc found nothing but a 
lame fellow and a boy, and all the houfes round about of all things abandoned. Not 
long we (tayed crc the king arrived, and after him came divers of his people loaden 
with bows and arrows, but fuch pinching commodities, and thofe efteemea at fuch a 
yalug, as our captain began with the king after this manner: 

«* Opechancanough, the great love you profefs with your tongue feems mere deceit 
by your a&ions. Laft year you kindly freighted our lhip, but now you have invited 
me to ftarve with hunger, you know my want, and I your plenty, of which by fome 
means 1 muft have part, remember it is fit for kings to keep their promife. Here arc 
xfty commodities, whereof take your choice, the reft I will proportion fit bargains for 
your people.* 

The King feemed kindly to accept his offer, and the better to colour his proje&, 
fold us what they had to our own content, promifing the next day more company, 
better provided. The barges and pinnace being committed to the charge of 
Mr. Phetiplace, the psefident, with his old fifteen, marched up to the King's houfe, 
where we found four or five men newly arrived, each with a great balket. Not long 
after came the King, who with a (trained eheerfulnefs held us with difeourfe whpt 
£ains he had taken to keep his promife ; till Mr. Ruffell brought us in news that we 
were all betrayed, for at leaft feven hundred favages well armed bad environed tjks 
houfe a^d befet the fields. The King conjecturing^ what Ruffe! related, we could 
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Butfthis is mj torment, that if 1 efcape them our malicious council with (heir opt$|. 
mouthed minions, will make me fuch a peace-breaker. ,(in their opinions in England) 
as.will break: nqf 1 - ’ • tfud: make thefe feem-faints and me 

an oppreffor. But this is the worft of all, wherein I pray you aid, me with $oar 
opjptons. Should we/begm with them and furprife the King, we cannot keep'bim 
and defend wdl oUifelyes. If we fhould each kill our man and ip proceed with all it*, 
the hoofe, the reft will all fly, then fhall we get no more than the bodies that are flain, 
and fo ftarve for viduals. As for their fury it is the leaft danger, for well you know r 
being alone aflaulted with two or thrqe hundred of them, I made them by. the helpof 
Goa, compound to lave my life. And we are fixteen, and they but feven hundred at 
the moft; and affure younelves, God will fo affift us that if you dare ftand.but ta 


bring it to pafs we may fight for fomething, and draw them to* it by conditions. ^ 
you like this motion promife mg you will be valiant.” 

The^time not permittingany argument, all vowed to execute whatfoever he attempted 
or die : whereupon the captain in plain terms told the King this: 

“ I fee Opechancanough your plot to murder me, but I fea^itnot. As yet your 
men and mine have done no harm but by our direction,. Take therefore your arms, 
you fee mine, my body fhall be as naked as yours, theiflein your river is a fit place 
if you be contented, and the conqueror of us, two fhall be lord and matter over all 
our men. If you have not enough take time to fetch more and bring what number 
ydu will, fo every one bring .a bafket of corn, againft all which I will flake the value 
in copper, you fee I have but fifteen, and our game fhall be, the conqueror take all/* 

The King being guarded with forty or fifty of his chief men* feemed kindly to 
appeafe Smith's fufpicion of onkindnefs, by a great prefent at the door, they entreated 
him to receive j this was to draw him out of the door, where the bait, was guarded with 
atleaft two,hundred men, and thirty lying, under a great tree (thgt lay, thwart: as a 
barricado) each his arrow knocktready to (hoot. Theprefidcnt commanded oneto go fee 
what kind of deceit this was, and to receive the prefent, but he muled to do it, yet 
the gentlemen and all the reft were importunate to go, but. he would not permit them,, 
being vexed at that coward: and commanded Lieutenant Percie, Mr. Well, and $be 
reft to make good the houfe, Mr. Powell and Mr. Behethland he commands to- 
guard the door, and in fuch a rage fhatched the King by his long lock in the ntidft pf 
his; men, with his piftol ready bent againft his breaft. Thus he led the trembling 
Kingnear dead with fear amongft all his people, who delivering the captain hi^'yam* - 
brace, bow, and arrows, all his men were eafily entreated to call down theiriafth3t. 
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borne. 


8$, smith's vtRoiNggt. 

bomoyour infoleoces is the promife I made you (beforathe God Iferve) to be your 
friendtill you g$fi*'sab juft caufe to be your enesoiy. *If f ket p thfovo# 
keep me, you ciiihot hurt me, if I break it, he wul ddlply uaei Siflit if yob#«^tut 
one arrow tfefhed one drop of blood of any of mV pjigai,. or «• thae - 

beads or Copper, I fpum here before you with ny fqpt; jrbu Khali fee IwilTnot ceafe 
revenge (if once I begin) fo long as I can hear where to find one of your nation that 
will not deny the name of Pamaunkee. I am not now at Raflaweak half drowned with 
riftre, where you took me prifoner, yet then for keepingyour promifeand your good 
ufage and faying my life, I fo affeft you, that your denials of your treachery do half 
perfuade me to miftake myfetf. But if I be the mark you aim at, here^I (land, fh«ot 
he that dare. You promifed to freight my ihip ere I departed, and fo you (hall, or I 
mean to load her with your dead earcafles, yet, if as friends you will come and trade, 
I once more promife not to trouble you, except you give methefirft occafion ; and your 
£ing (hall be free and be my friend, for I am not-come to hurt him or any of you." 

Upon this away went their bows and arrows, and men, women, and children, 
brought in their commodities, two or three hours they fo thronged about the prefident 
and fo overwearied him as he retired himfelf to reft, leaving* Mr. Behethland and 
Mr. Powell to receive their prefents ; but fome favages perceiving him faft aileep, and 
the guard fomewhat carelefsly difperfed, forty or fifty of their phoice men, each with a 
clup or an Englifh fword in his hand, began to enter the houfe, with two or three 
hundred others that prefled to fecond them. The noife and hafte they made in did 
fo fhakq the houfe they awoke him from his fleep, and being half amazed with this 
hidden fight, betook him ftrait to his fword and target, Mr. Chrafhaw and fome others 
charged in like manner, whereat they quickly thronged fafter back than before for¬ 
ward. The houfe thus cleanfed, the King and fome of his ancients we kept yet with 
him, who with a long oration excufed this intrufion. The reft of the day was fpent 
with much kindnefs, the company again renewing their prefents with their bell provi- 
fions, and wliatfoever he gave them they feemed therewith well contented. 

Now in the mean while fince our departure, this happened at our fort. Mr. Scri¬ 
vener having received letters from England, to make himfelf either Casfar or nothing, 
he began to decline in his affe&ion to Captain Smith, that ever regarded him as himfelf, 
and was willing to crofs the furprifing of Powhatan. Some certain days after the pre- 
fitjint’s departure, he would needs go vifit the Ifle of Hogs, and took with him Cap¬ 
tain Waldo (though the prefident had appointed him to be ready to fecond his occafions) 
with Mr. Anthony Gofnoll and eight others ; but fo violent was the wind (that 
extreme frozen time) that the boat funk, but where or how none doth know. The 
ikiif was much over-loaden, and would fcarce have lived in that extreme tempeft had 
ihe been empty ; but by no perfuafion he could be diverted, though both Waldo and 
an hundred others doubted as it happened. The favages were the ftrft that found their 
bodies, which fo much the more encouraged them to effeft their proje&s. To advertife 
the prefident of this heavy news, none could be found would undertake; it, but the 
journey was often refuted of all in the fort, until Mr. Richard Wyffin undertook alone 
the performance thergof. „ 

In this journey he was encountered with many dangers and difficulties in aft parts as 
he pafled. As for that night he lodged with Jfowhatan, perceiving fuch preparation 
for war, not finding the prefident there, he did afliire himfelf fome mifchief was in¬ 
tended. Pocahontas hid him for a time, and fent them-who purfued him the clean 
contrary way to feek ham; but by her means, and extraordinary bribes, and ranch 
trouble in three days travel, at length he found us in the midft of thefe turmoils. 

This 
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This unhappy news the prefident §vore him to conceal from the company, andfodif- 
fembling his forrow with the beft countenance he could, when the night approached, 
went lately on bqjfd with all hisfoldiers; leaving Opechancanough at liberty, accord* 
fag to his jitomifirthe better to have Powhatan in his return. * / 

pJow fo extremely Powhatan had threatened the death of his men, if they did not by 
fome means kill Captain Smith, that the next day they appointed all the country fhould 
come to trade unarmed $ yet unwilling to be treacherous, but that they were conftrained, 
hating fighting with him almoft as ill as hanging, fuch fear they nad of bad fuccefs. 
The next morning the fun had not long appeared, but the fields appeared covered with 
people and bafkets, to tempt us on fhore; but nothing was to be had without his pre- 
fence, nor they would not indure the fight of a gun. When the 5 prefident faw them 
begin,to depart, being unwilling to loofe fuch a booty, he fo well contrived the pin¬ 
nace, and his barges with ambufeades, as only with Lieutenant Percy, Mr. Weft, and 
Mr. Ruffell, with their arms, went on fhore ; others he appointed unarmed to receive 
what was brought. The favages flocked before him in heaps, and the bank ferving as 
’a trench for a retreat^ he drew them fair open to his ambufeades. For he not being 
to be perfuaded to go vifit their king, the king knowing the moft of them unarmed, 
came to vifit him with two or three hundred men, in the form of two half moons; and 
with fome twenty men, and many women laden with painted bafkets. But when they 
approached fomewhat near us, their women and children fled. For when they had 
environed and befet the fields in this manner, they thought their purpofe fure, yet fo 
trembled with fear as they were fcarceable to nock their arrows } Smith (landing with 
his three men ready bent, beholding them till they were within danger of our ambuf¬ 
eades, who upon the word difeovered themfelves, ,and he retired to the barge, which 
the favages no fooner perceived than away they fled, efteeming their heels for their 
beft advantage. 

That night we fent Mr. Chnlfhaw and Mr. Ford to James Town, to Captain Winne. 
In the way between Werowocomoco and the fort, they met four or five of the Dutch¬ 
men’s confederates going to Powhatan ; the which to excufe thofe gentlemen's fufpicion 
of their running to the favages, returned to the fort, and there continued. 

The lavages hearing our barge go down the river in the night, were fo terribly afraid, 
that we fent for more men (we having fo much threatened their ruin, and the raifingof 
their houfes, boats, and wires ), that the next day the King fent our captain a chain of 
pearl, to alter his purpofe and flay his men -; protnifing, though they wanted themfelves, 
to freight our fhip and bring it aboard to avoid fulpicion. So that five or fix days after, 
from all parts of the country within ten or twelve miles, in the extreme froft and fnow, 
they brought us provifion on their naked backs. 

Yet notwithftanding this kindnefs and trade, had their art and poifon been fufficient, 
the prefident, Mr. Weft, and fome others, had been poifoned ; it made them fick, but 
expelled itfelf. Wecuttanow, a ftout young fellow, knowing he was fufpefted for 
bringing this prefent of poifon, with forty or fifty of his chief companions (feeing the 
prefident but with a few men at Potauncak,) fo proudly braved it, as though he expeft- 
ed to encounter a revenge. Which the prefident perceiving in the mfdft of his com¬ 
pany, did not only beat, but fpumed like a dog, as fcorning to do him any worfe 
mifehief. Whereupon all of them fled into the woods, thinking they had done a great 
matter to have fo well efcaped; and the townftnen remaining, prefently freighted our 
barge to be rid of our companies; framing many excufes to excufe Wecuttanow, 
(bemg fdn to their chief King, but Powhatan) and told us if we would (hew them him 
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that brought the pdfon, they would deliver him to us to punifh aswepleafed. Men 
may think it ftrange there fliould be fuch a ftir for a little corn i but had it been gold, 
with more cafe we might have got it; and had it wanted, the wholecolony hadftarved. 
We maybe thought very patient to endure all thofe injuries,' yet onl|pvith faring them 
we got. what they had. Whereas if we had taken revenge, then, by their lofs, we 
fhould have loft ourfelves. We fcarched alfo the countries of Youghtanund and Mat- 
tapanient, where the people imparted that little they had with fuch complaints and 
tearsff'rom the eyes of women and children, as he had been too cruel to have been a 
Chriftian, that would not have been fatisfied and moved with compuflion. But had 
this happened in October, November, and December, when that unhappy difcoveny of 
Monacan was made*; we might have freighted a Ihip of forty tuns, and twice as much 
might have been had from the rivers of Rapahanock, Patavvomek, and Pawtuxunt. 

The main occafion of our thus temporizing with them was to part friends'as we 
did, to give the lefs caufe of fufpicion to Powhatan to fly, by whom we now returned 
with a purpofe to have furprifed him and his provifion. For effecting whereof (when 
we came againft the town) the prdident lent Mr. Wyffin and Mr. Coe aftiore to 
difeover and make way for his intended project. But they foilnd that thole damned 
Dutchmen had caufed Powhatan to abandon his new houfe and Wcrowocomoco, and 
to carry away all his corn and provision ; and the people they, found lb ill aftefted, that 
they Were in great doubt how to cfcape with their lives. So the prefnient finding his 
intent fruftrated, and that there was nothing now to be had, and therefore an unlit 
time to revenge their abulcs, lent Mr. Michael Phiuiplace by land to .lamer. Town, 
where wc failed with all the fpecd we could ; we having in this journey (for twenty- 
live pounds of copper, and filly pounds of iron and beads) enough to keep forty-fix 
men fix weeks, and every man for his reward a month’s provifion extraordinary (no 
>trade being allowed but for the (tore) ; tie got near two hundred pounds weight of 
deer fuet, and delivered to the Cape merchant four hundred and few ary-nine bufliels 
of corn. 


Thofe temporizing proceedings to fume may foam too charitable, to fuch a daily 
daring, treacherous people : to others not pleafmg, that we wafhed not the ground with 
their blood, nor (hewed fuch ftrange inventions in mangling, murdering, ranl’acking, 
and deftroying (as did the Spaniards) the limpie bodies of fuch ignorant fouls ; nor 
delightful, becaufe not fluffed with relations of heaps and mines of gold and fives, 
idfr fuch rare commodities as the Portuguese and Spaniards found in the Kail and Weft 
Indies ; the .want whereof hath begot us (that v.ftv the frit undertakers ) no lefs fcorri 
and contempt, than the noble conquefts and valiant adventures beautified with it, prailu 
and honour. Too much I confefs the world cannot attribute to their ever memorable 
merit : and to clear us from the blind world’s ignorant cenfure, thefe few words may 
fuffice any rca(enable underftar.ding. 

It was the Spaniards good hap to happen in thofe parts where were infinite numbers 
of people, who had manured the ground with that providence, it afforded victuals at all 
times. And time had brought them to that perfection, they had the ufe of gold and 
filver, and the molt of fuch commodities as thofe countries afforded : fo that, what 
the Spaniard got was chiefly the fpoil and pillage of thofe country people, and not the 
labours of their own hands. But had thofe fruitful countries been as favage, as bar¬ 
barous, as ill peopled, as little planted, laboured, and manured, as Virginia, their 
proper labours it is likely would have produced as finall profit as ours. But bad Vir¬ 
ginia been peopled, planted, manured, and adorned with luch ftore of precious jewels, 

and 
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and rich commodities as was the Indies, then had we not gotten and done a t much as by 
their examples might beexpe&ed from us; the world might then have traduced us ana 
our merits, and have made fhame and infamy our recoinpence and reward. 

But weichanc# in a land even as God made'it, where we found only an idle, im¬ 
provident,* fcattered people, ignorant of the knowledge of gold or filver, or any com¬ 
modities, and carelefs of any thing but from hand to mouth, except baubles of no 
worth ; nothing to encourage us but' what accidentally we found nature afforded; 
which, ere we could bring to recompenfe our pains, defray our charges, and fatisfy 
our adventurers, we were to difeover the country, fubdue the people, bring them to 
be tractable, civil, and induftrious, and teach them trades, that the fruits of their 
labours might make us fome rccompence, or plant fuch colonies of our own, that tnuft 
firtt make provilton how to live of themlelves, ere they can bring to perfection the 
commodities of the country, which doubtlefs will be as commodious for England as 
the Weft Indies for Spain, if it be rightly managed, notwithftanding all our -home¬ 
bred opinions that will argue the contrary, as.formerly fome have done againft the 
. Spaniards and Portuguese. But to conclude, againft all rumour of opinion, I only 
fay this, for thofe that the three firft years began this plantation, notwithftanding all 
their factions, mutinies, and miferies, fo gently corrected and well prevented.| perufe 
the Spanifh decades, thg relations of Mr. llackluit, and tell me how many ever, with 
fuch final l means as a barge of twenty-two tons, fometimes with feven, eight, or nine, 
or but at moft twelve or lixtcen men, did ever difeover fo many fair and navigable 
rivers, Subject to fo many foveral kings, people, and nations, to obedience and contri¬ 
bution, with fo little blood (lied. 

And if in the learch of thofe countries we had happened where wealth had been, 
we had as furely had it as obedience and contribution ; but if we have overfkipped it, 
we will not envy them that (hall find it: yet can we not but lament it was our fortunes 
to end, when we had but only*learned how to begin, and found the right courfe hour 
to proceed. 

By ■Richard Wypfin, William Phittiplace, Jeffrey Abbot, 
and Anas Tome ill. 


C 1 IAP. X. — IIozv the Savages becamefuhjcEl to the EngHJh. 

WHEN the fhips departed, all the provifion of the ftore (but that the prefident had 
gotten) was fo rotten with the laft fummer’s rain, and eaten with the rats and worms, 
as the hogs would fearedy ear it; yet it was the foldiers’ diet till our return, fo that 
we found nothing done, but our victuals fpent, and the moft part of our tools, and a 
good part of our arms conveyed to the lavages. But now calling up the ftore, and 
finding lufijcicnt till the next harveft, the fear of ftarving was abandoned, and the 
company divided into ter.s, fit teens, or as the buftnefs required 5 fix hours each day 
was fpent in work, the reft in paitime and merry cxerciles; but the uatowardnefe of 
the greateft number am led the prefident to advife as followeth : 

“ Countrymen, the long experience of our late miferies, I hope, is fufficient to per- 
fuade every one to a prefeut correction of himfelf, and think not that either my pains, 
nor the adventurers’ purfes, wiil ever maintain you in idlenefs and floth. I fpeak no! 
this to you all, for divers of you 1 know deferve both honour and reward, better than 
is yet here to be had; but the greater part muft be more induftrious or ftarve, how¬ 
ever you have been heretofore tolerated by the authority of the council, from that 1 
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h«ve often commapded you.You- fee now that urfec^ly itt rayfelf S' Woa 

mu# obey tlus 'i^ lbr;a law, that he that will not Work, 

nefs he be d^abled); for the labours of thirty or'forty honeft aridlnduftrious men fliait 
not beconfumedto maintain a hundred and fifty idle loiterers; ant$**hougli you pro- 
fume ^he authority here is but a Ihadow, and that I dare hot touch the lives of any, 
bnt myiown muft anfwer it, the letters patent (hall each week be read to you, whole 
a^enflswill tell you the contrary. I would wilh you, therefore, without contempt, 
!i|t''to obferve thefe orders fet down, for there are now no more counfellors to pro- 
teO: you, nor curb my endeavours. Therefore, he that offenderh let him affuredly 
f»pe£t hfc due.punilhment.” t , 

He^thade alfo a table, as a public memorial of every man's deferts,' to encourage 
the good, and with fhame to fpur on the reft to amendment. By this many became 
very induftrious, yet more by punifliment performed their bufmefs, for all weVe fo 
talked, that there was no excufe could prevail to deceive him j yet the Dutchmen’s 
cdhforts fo clofely conveyed them powder, Ihot, fwords, and tools, that though .we 
could flhd the defeat, we could not find by whom till it was too late. 

All this time the Dutchmen remaining with Powhatan (who kindly entertained them 
td inftruft the favages the ufe of our arms), and their conforts not following them as 
they expe&ed, to know the caufe they fent Francis, their companion, a ftout young 
fellow, difguifed like a favage, to the glafs-houfe, a place in the woods, near a mile 
from James Town, where was their rendezvous for all their unfufpe&ed villainy. Forty 
men. they procured to lie in ambufeadefor Captain Smith, who no fooner hear^of this 
Dutchman, but he fent to apprehend him (but he was gone); yet to crofs his return 
to Powhatan, the Captain prefently difpatched twenty Ihot after him,- hirnfelf return¬ 
ing from the glafs-houfe alone. By the way he encountered the King of Pafpahegh, a 
moll ftrong, ftout favage, whofe perfuafions not bring able to perfuade him to his am- 
bulli, feeing him only armed but with a falchion, attempted to have Ihot him ; but 
the prefident prevented his Ihot by grappling with him, and the favages as well pre¬ 
vented him for drawing his falchion, and perforce bore him into the river to have 
drowned them. 1 Long they ftruggled in the water, tHl the prefident got fuch hold on 
his throat, he had near ftrangled the King ; but having drawn his falchion to cut off 
his head, feeing how pitifully he begged nis life, he led him prifoner to James Town, 
andput him in chains. 

*The Dutchman ere long was alfo brought in, whofe villainy, though all this time it 
was wfpe&ed, yet he feigned fuch a formal excufej that for want of language Captain 
\yinne underftood him not rightly, and for their dealings with Powhatan, that to fave 
their lives they were conftrained to accommodate his arms, of whom he extremely 
explained to have detained them perforce, and that he made this efcape with the 
hazard of his life, and meant not to have returned, but was only walking iii the 
woods to gather walnuts. Yet for all this fair tale there was fo fmali appearance of 
truth, and the plain confeifion of Pafpahegh of his treachery, he went by the keels. 
Smith purpofing to, regain the Dutchmen by the faving his life. The poor favage did 
his bed by his daily meffengers to Powhatan, but all returned that the Dutchmen would 
not return, neither (fid Powhatan ftay them, and to bring them fifty miles on his men's 
ha<;ks they were not able. Daily this King's wives, children, and people came to vifit 
fern with prefents, which he liberally bellowed to make his peace. Much trull they 
% ih the prefident's promile; but the King finding his guard negligent, though fet- 
yet Scaped. Captain Wirine thinking to pnttfne him, found fuch troops of 
lavage* to hinder his paftage, as they exchanged many vollies of Ihot for flights of 
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arrows. Castairt Smith hearingof tbk in returning to the fort, took twojavages 
wafo©«*£^ Sufibre, the two moflt exa& villains in all' the country. 

Withtbefebe feWCa^nWiime and fifty ©hpice men,, and Lieutenant jrcie, tobave 
r<^ainedjthe K«|g, ami revenged this injury, and fp had done* if they had,'j^pwesi 
hie dire£ions, or been advifed with thoie two villains, that would have betrayed bpth 
King and kindred for a piece of copper *, but he trifling away the night, the favagas 
the next morning, by the rifing of the fun, braved him to come afnore to fight: a 
good time both fides let fly at other, but we heard of no hurt, only they took two 
canoes, burnt the King’s houfe, and fo returned to James Town. 

.The prefident, fearing thofe bravadoes would but encourage the lavages, began again 
bimfelf to try his conclufions, whereby fix or feven were flaia, as many made prifoners. 
He burnt their houfes, took their boats, with all their fifhing wires, and planted feme 
of diem at James Town for his own ufe, and now refolved not to ceafe till he had 
revenged himftlf of all who had injured him. But in his journey palling by Pafpa- 
hegh, towards Chickahainania, the lavages did their bell to draw him to their, ainibuf- 
. cades; but feeing him regardlefsly pafs their country, all Ihewed themfelves*in their 
braveft manner. T# try their valour he could not but let fly; and ere he could land, 
they no fooner knew him, but they threw down their arms and defired peace. Their 
orator was a lufty young fellow, called Okaning, whofe worthy difeourfe deferveth to 
be remembered. Antf thus it was: 

“ Captain Smith, my mailer is here prefent in the company, thinking it Captain 
Winqe, and not you, (of him he intended to have been revenged) having never of- 
fended him. If he hath offended you in efcaping your imprifonment, the fifhes fwim, 
the fouls fly, and the very hearts ftrive to efcape the fnare and live. Then bl&me not 
him being a man. He would entreat you remember, you being a prifoner, what pains 
he took to fave your life. If fince he hath injured you, he was compelled to it: but 
diowfoever, you have revenged it with our too great lofs. We perceive and well know* 
you intend to dertroy us, that are here to intreat and defire your friendlhip, and to 
enjoy our houfes, and plant our fields, of whofe fruit you fhall participate: otherwife 
you will have the worie by our abfence; for we can plant any where, though with 
snore labour; and we know you cannot live if you want our harveft, and that relief 
we bring you. If you promife us peace, we will believe; if you proceed in Vevenge, 
we will abandon the country.” 

Upon thefe terms the prefident promifed them peace, till they did us injury, upon 
Condition they fhould bring in proyifion. Thus all departed good friends, and w con¬ 
tinued till Smith left the country. 

. Arriving at James Town, complaint was made to the prefident that the Chickaha- 
manians, who all this while continued trade, and Teemed our friends, by colour thereof 
were the only thieves : and amongft other things a piftol being ftolen, and the thief 
fled, there was apprehended two proper young fellows, that were brothers, known to 
be his confederates. Now to regain this piftol, the one was imprifoned, the other 
Wa6 feat tb return the piftol again within twelve hours, or his brother to be hanged : 
yet the prefident, pitying the poor naked favage in the dungeon, fent him victuals, and 
iome charcoal for a fire. Ere midnight his brother returned with the piftol; but the 
poor favage in the dungeon was fo fmothertjd with the fmoke he had made, and fo 
piteoufiy burnt, that we found him dead. The other moft lamentably bewailed his 
death, and broke forth into fuch bitter agonies, that the prefident to quiet him fold 
bint, that .if hereafter they would, not fteal, he would make him alive again: but ho 
little thought he could be recovered; yet we doing our heft with aqua vitas and vine* 
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mt,' & pleated God to reftore hits again to life* :hut fa4rizak,an& affrighted, that he 
feigned Ju;v»tic, the which as much tormented and grieved the other, as before to fee 
himdead; ofwinch malady, upon promite pf their good behaviour, the prefideat 
promifsd to JTcover him, and To caufed him to be laid by a fire to deep, who in the 
morning,;* having well dept, had recovered his perfeft femes, and then being dreffed 
of h»il?Mming, each a piece of copper given cheat, they went away To well contented, 
tha^this was fpread among all the favages Tor a. miracle, that Captain Smith could 
nujite a man alive that was dead. * • ■ 

Another ingenious favage of Powhatans, having gotten a great lag of powder, and 
the hack of an armour, at YVerowocoinoco, amongft many of his companions, to fhqvr 
bis extraordinary drill, he dried it on the back, as he had feen the folSiers at James 
Town} but. he dried it fo long, they peeping over it ro fee his drill, it took fire, end 
blew him to death, and one or two more, and the reft fo fcorched, that they had little 
pleafure to meddle any more with powder. 

Thefe and many other fuch pretty accidents fo amazed and affrighted both Powhatan 
and all his people, that from all parts, with presents, they defired peace, returning many. 
ftolen things which we never demanded, nor thought of; and after that, tho.e that 
were taken Healing, both Powhatan and his people have font them back to James Town, 
to receive their punifhrnent j and all the country became abfolutely as free for us as 
for themfelves. 

CHAP. XI. — What was dene in three Months, having Victuals ; the Store devoured By 
Rats ; bow we lived three Months on fuch natural Fruits as the Country ajj'orded. 

NOW we fo quietly followed our bufinefs, that in three months vve made three or 
four lafts of tar, pitch, and foap-afhes, produced a trial of glafs, made a well in the 
fort of excellent Iweet water, which till then was wanting ; built fome twenty houfes^, 
recovered our church, provided nets and wires for fifhing ; and to Itop the diforders of 
our diforderly thieves, and the favages, built a blockhoufe in the neck of our ifle, kepr by 
a garrifon to entertain the favages’ trade, and none to pafs or repafs, favage nor chriflian, 
without the prefident’s order; thirty or forty acres of ground we digged and planted ; 
of three, fows in eighteen months increafed fixty and odd pigs, and near five hundred 
chickens brought up themfelves, without having any meat given them ; but the hogs 
wer|riranfported to Hog Ifle, where alfo we built a blockhoufe, with a garrifon, to 
give dt notice of any fhipping, and for their exercife.they made a clapboard and wairt* 
feat, and cut down trees; we built alfo a fort for a retreat, near fi convenient river, upon 
a high commanding hill, very hard to be afl'aulted. and eafy to be defended j but ere it 
was finifhed, this defeat caufed a ftay. 

Ip fearching our cafked corn, we found it half rotten, and the reft fo confumed with, 
fo many thousands of rats, that increafed fofaft ; but their original was from the fhips, 
as We knew not how to keep that little we had. This did drive us all to our wit’s end, 
for there Was nothing in the country but what nature afforded ; until this time, Kemps 
and Taffore were fettered prifoihers, and did double talk and taught us how to order 
arid plant our fields, whom noW for want of victuals we fet at liberty, but fq well they 
like d our companies, they did not defire to go from us, and to exprefs their loves, for 
fixteen days continuance the country people brought us (when leafl) one hundred a 
riay of fquirrels, turkie^dcMMind pther wild beafts : but this want of com occasioned 
the end of all our works; it being. Work fufficient to provide victuals. Sixty or eighty, 
with Enfign, Laxoa; were fent down the river to live upon oyfters, and twenty^ with 
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Lieutenant P«rcy» to fifliing ifttPomt Comfort ; but in fix weeks thef Whlfl «<* 
agr^<pe^-t6 <Mzc; tbe life, Ills being fick • and 

Weft with as many wept up to the fells* buthothing eould be found but# fe\^;^#h4i 
of that.is ftore’every man had his equal proportion. 1511 s this prefent; bV y lfa# pt» 
sard arid endeavours of (bote thircyor forty,this whole colony had ever been fed; '' Wg'bad 
more fturgeon than could be devoured bydogandman, of which theinduftrious, bydtyi 
ing and pounding, mingled with caviare,lorefl, and other wholefome herbs, would make 
• bread and good iheat; others would gather as much tockwhogh roots in a day as would 
make them bread a week; fo that of thofe wild fruits, and what we caught, we lived 
Vgry well in regard of fuch a diet; but fuch was the ftrange condition of fome hundred 
and fifty, that* had they not been forced, nolens, voleas, perforce to gather aridprepare 
their victuals, they would all have ftarved, or have eaten one another. Of thofe wild 
fruits the lavages often brought us, and for that the prefident would not fulfil the utt- 
reafonable defire of thofe diftracted gluttonous loiterers, to fell riot only our kettles," 
hoes, tools, and iron, nay, fwords, pieces, and the very ordnance and houfes, might 
they have prevailed to have been but idle; for thofe favage fruitg, they wolild have 
imparted all to the lavages, efpecially for one bafket of com they heard of to be at 
Powhatan, fifty miles from our fort. Though he bought near half of it to fatisfy their 
humours, yet to have had the other half they would have fold rheir fouls, though not 
fuflicient to have kept them a week. Thoufands were their exclamations, fuggeftions, 
and devices, to force him to thofe bafe inventions, to have made it an occafion to aban¬ 
don jhe country. Want perforce conflrained him to endure their exclaiming follies, 
till he found out the author, one Dyer, a mod?crafty fellow, and his ancient maligner, 
whom he worthily punilhcd, and with the reft he argued the cafe in this manner: 

“ Fellow foldiers, I did little think any fo falfe to report, or fo many'to be fo fimple to 
be perfuaded, that l either intend to ftarve you, or that Powhatan at this prefcnt hath 
,corn for himfelf, much leis .for you ; or that I would not have it, if I knew where it 
was to be had : neither did I think any fo malicious as I now fee a great many; yet it 
fljall not fo paflionate me, but I will do my bed: for my moft maligner. But dream no 
longer of this vain hope from Powhatan; not that I will longer forbear to force you from 
your idlenefs, and punifh you if you rail; but if I find any more runners for Newfound¬ 
land with the pinnace, let him aifuredly look to arrive at the gallows. You cannot deny 
but that by the hazard of my life many a time I have faved yours, when (might your 
own wills have prevailed,) you would have ftarved ; and will do ftill whether I will or 
rife; but 1 proteft by that God that made me, fince neceffity hath not power toYorce 
you to gather for yourfelves thofe fruits the earth doth yield, you drill not only gather 
for yourfelves, but thofe that are fick. As yet I never had more from the ftore than 
the word: of you, and all my Englifh extraordinary provifion that I have, you {hall fee 
me divide it amongft the fick ; and this favage tralh you fo fcornfully repine at, being 

E ut in your mouths, your ftotnachs can digeft ; if you would have better, you Ihould 
ave brought it, and therefore I will take a courfe you {hall provide what is to be had. 
The fick lhall not ftarve, but equally {hare of all our labours ; and he that gathereth 
not every day as much as I do, the next day lhall be fet beyond the river, arid be 
baniflied from the fort as a drone, till he amend his conditions dr ftarve.” But fume- 
would fey with Seneca, 

-1 know thofe tilings tlio» Cay’ft. are true, good nurfe. 

But futy forceth me to foltow worfe j 
My mind is hurried headlong up and down, 

Defiring better coanfel, yet finds none. 

Th» 
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*•' *nis ®*dfer%u&iy jtfttrfhtired was very cruel*, butitcaufed tit saoft rtjjrt to-& well fee.* 
fljrthefafehfe^thitdf two hundred, (except they were flrowtted^ tbere died not tMrftfeven; 
as fot* "Captaifr wmne and Mr. Leigh, they were dead ere thiswaat happerted,,afcd fbe 
reft ditldgfot for want of ihch as prfeferved the reft; maayv^are biiletted araongft the 
favages, whereby we knew all theitr^paffages, fields, and habitations,, how'to gather 
Wf ufefheir fruits as well as themfelves; for they knew we had fuch a commanding 
power at James Town, they durft not wrong us of a pin. ? * 

So well thofe poor lavages ufed us that were thus biiletted, that divers of the foldierS 
rah away to fearch Kemps and Taflfore our old prifoners. Glad were thefe Ravages 
to have fuch an opportunity to teftify their love unto us; for inftead qf entertaining 
them, and fuch things as they had llolen, with all their great offers and promiffes they 
made them how to revenge their injuries upon Captain Smith. Kemps firft made him* 
felf fport, in lhewing his countrymen (by them) how he was ufed, feeding them witli this 
law, who would not work mult not eat, till they were near ftarved indeed, continually 
threatening to beat them to death : neither could they get from him, till he and his 
conforts brought them perforce to our captain, that fo well contented him and punilhed 
them, as many others that intended alfo to follow them, were rathfir contented to labour 
at home, than adventure to live idly amongft the favages (of whom there was more 
hope to make better Chriftians and good fubje&s, than the one-half of thofe that coun¬ 
terfeited themfelves both). For fo afraid were all thofe kings and the better fort of the 
people to difpleafe us, that fome of the bafer fort that we have extremely hurt and 
punilhed for their villanies, would hire us we fhould not tell it to their kings or» coun¬ 
trymen, who would alfo re-punilh them,nnd yet return them to James Town to cdltent 
the president for a teftimony of their loves. 

'Mr. Sickleniore well returned from Chawwonoke ; but found little hope, and lefs 
certainty of them were lgft by Sir Walter Raleigh. The river he faw was not great, 
the people few, the country moft overgrown with pines, where there did grow her*£ 
and there ftragglingly pemminaw, we call fiik-grafs. But by the river the ground was 
good, and exceeding fertile. 

Mr. Nathaniel Powell and Anas Todkill were alfo by the Quiyoughquohanocks con¬ 
doled to the Mangoags to fearch them there ; but nothing could they learn but they 
were all dead. This honeft proper good promife-keeping King, of all the reft jdid ever 
baft affefl us, and though to his falfe gods he was very zealous, yet he would confefs 
our God as much exceeded his as our guns did his bow and arrows, often fending our 
prefident many prefents, to pray to his God for rain or his corn would perilh, for nis 
gods were angry. Three days journey they conduced them through the woods, info 
a high country towards the fouth-weft, where they faw here and there a little com 
fipld, by fome little fpring or fmall brook, but no river they could fee : the people in 
all refpe&s like the reft, except their language : they live moft upon roots, fruits and 
wild beads; and trade with them towards the fea and the fatter countries for dried filh 
and com, for Ikins. 

All this time to .recover the Dutchmen and one Bentley, another fugitive, we employed 
one William Volday, a Swifs by birth, with pardons and promifes to regain them. 
Little we then fufpefted this double villain of any villainy, who plainly aught us, in 
the moft truft was the greateft treafon ; for this wicked hypocrite, by thefeeming hate 
he bore to the lewd conditions of his curfed countrymen, (having this opportunity by 
his employment to regain them,) conveyed them every thing they defired to effe& their 
proje&s, to deftroy the colony. With much devotion they expq&ed the Spaniards, to 
whom they intended good fervice, or any other, that would but carry them froin us. 

Bui 
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But to begin with thefirft opportunity: they feeing neceffity thus enforced us* to 
difperfe ourfelves, importuned Potfhatan to lend them but his' forces, and they would 
mot only, deft roy our hogs, fire our town, and betray our pinnace, but bring to his 
fervicc and fu bje&ion the moil of our company. With this plot they had acquainted 
many difcJn^Bts, and many were agreed to their devilifli practice. But one Thomas 
’V Doufe, and Thomas Mallard (whole C.hriftian hearts relented at fuch an unchriftian ■ 
aft) voluntarily revealed it to Captain Smith, who caufed them to conceal it, perl'uading 
Doufe and Mallard to proceed in their confederacy : only to bring the irreclaimable 
Dutchmen and the inconftant favages in fuch a manner amongft fuch ambufeadoes as he 
had. prepared, that not many of them Ihould return from our peninfula. But this brute 
coming to the ears of the impatient multitude, they fo importuned the prefident to cut 
off thofe Dutchmen, as amongft many that offered to cut their throats before the face 
of Powhatan, the lirft was Lieutenant Percy, and Mr. John Cuderington, two gentle¬ 
men of as bold refolute fpirits as could poflijily be found. But the prefident had 
occafion of other employment for them, and gave way to Mr. Wyffin and ferjeant 
Jeffry Abbot, to go and ftab them or (hoot them. But the Dutchmen made fuch ex* 
cufea, accufing Vclday; whom they fuppofed had revealed their projeft, as Abbot would 
not, yet Wyffin would, perceiving it but deceit. The King undt-rftanding of this their 
employment, lent prcfeqtly his meffengers to Captain Smith to fignify it was not his 
fault to detain them, nor hinder his men from executing his command: nor did he nor 
would he maintain them, or any to occafion his uifplcafure. 

But jvhilfl this bufmefs was in hand, ariivcd one Captain Argali, and Mr. Thomas 
Scdani fent by Hr. Cornelius to truck with th# colony, and filh for fturgeon, with a 
ihip well ftirniilieu with wine, and much other good provifion. Though it was not fent 
us, our neccffilk-s was fuch as enforced us to take it. He brought us news of a great 
fupply, and preparation for the Lord La Warre, with letters that much taxed our pre« 
fident for his hard dealing with the favages, and not returning the/hips freighted. 
Notwithftanding, we kept this Ihip till the lleet arrived. True it is Argali loft his voy¬ 
age, but we reviftuallcd him, and fent him for England, with a true relation of the 
caufes of our defailments, and how impoffible it was to return that wealth they expefted, 
or obErve their inftru&ions to endure the favages’ infolence, or do any thihg to any 
purport’, except they would fend us men arid means that could produce that they fo 
much defired : otliei wili: all they did was loft, and could not but come to confufion. 
TJp villainy of Volday we Rill diffembled. Adam, upon his pardon, came home; but 
Satfmel Rill ft aved with Powhatan, t» hear further of their eftates by this fupply. Now 
all their plots Smith lo well underftood, they were his beft advantages to fecure us 
from any treachery could be done by them or the favages : which with facility he could 
revenge when lie would, becaufo all thofe countries more feared him than Powhatan, 
and he had fuch parties with all his bordering neighbours ; and many of the reft for 
love or fear would have done any thing he would have them, upon any commotion, 
though thefc fugitives had done all they could to perfuadc Powhatan King James would 
kill Smith, for ufing him and his people fo unkindly. 

By this you may lee for all thofe croifes, treacheries, and diffentions, how he wreftled 
and overcame {without hioodlhed) all that happened ; alfo what go6d was done ; how 
few died ; what food the country naturally .afforded ; what finall caufe there is men 
Ihould ftarve, or be murdered by the favages, that have diferetion to manage them with 
courage and induftry. The two lirft years, though by his adventures, he had oft 
brought the favages to a tradable trade, yet you lee how the envious authority ever 
croffed him, and iruftrated his beft endeavours. But it wrought in him that expe- 
vol. xm. o perience 
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rience and eftimation amongft the favages, as otherwife it had been impoffible he had 
ever effected that he did. Notwithstanding the foany miferable, yet generous and 
worthy adventures, he had oft and long endured in the wide world, yet m this cafe he 
was again to learn his le&ure by experience. Which with thus much ado having 
obtained, it was his ill ehance to ejd, when he had but only learned how to begin. 
And though he left thofe unknown difficulties (made eafyand familiar) to his unlawful 
fucceffors, (who, only by living in James Town, prefumed to know more than all the 
world could direft them:) now though they had all his foldiers, with a triple power, 
and twice triple better means $ by what they have done in his abfence, the world may 
fee what they would have done in his prefence, had he not prevented their indiferetions: 
it doth juftly prove, what caufe he had to fend them for England, and that he was nei¬ 
ther factious, mutinous, nor difhoneft. But they have made it more plain fince his 
return for England; having his abfolute authority freely in their power, with all the 
advantages and opportunity that his labours had effected. As 1 am forry their a&ions 
have made it fo manifeft, fo I am unwilling to fay what reafon doth compel me, 
but only to make apparent the truth, leait I ihould feem partial, reafonlefs, and 
malicious. , 


CHAP. XII. — The Arrival of the third Supply. 

TO redrefs thofe jars and ill proceedings, the treafurer, council, and company of 
Virginia, not finding that return and profit they expe&ed ; and them engaged there 
not having means to fubfift of themfelves, made means to His Majeftf to call in their 
commiffion and take a new in their own names, as in their own publication, 1 6 1 o, you 
may read at large. Having thus annihilated the old by virtue of a connniflion made 
to the Right Honourable Sir Thomas Weft, Lord de la Warre, to be General of 
Virginia, Sir Thomas Gates, his lieutenant, Sir George Somers, admiral. Sir Thomas 
Dale, high marfhal. Sir Ferdinando Wainman, general of the horfe, and fo all other 
offices to many other worthy gentlemen for their lives, (though not any of them had 
ever been in Virginia, except Captain Newport, who was alio by patent made vice- 
admiral); thofe noble gentlemen drew in fuch great fums of money, that they fent 
Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers, and Captain Newport, with nine fhips and 
fiye hundred people, who had each of them a commiffion, who firft arrived to call in 
tne old, without the knowledge or confent of them that had endured all thofe forq§er 
dangers to beat the path, not any regard had at all of them. All things being ready, 
becaufe thofe three captains could not agree for place, it was concluded they Ihould 
go all in one fhip, fo all their three commiffions were in that fhip with them called the 
Sea-Venture. They fet fail from England in May 1609. A fmall catch perifhed at 
fea in a hericano, the admiral with an hundred and fifty men, with the two knights, 
and their new commiffions, their bills of loading, with all manner of dirc&ions, and 
the moft part of their provifion arrived not. With the othef feven fhips, as captains, 
arrived Ratliffe, whofe right names (as is faid) was Sicklemore, Martin, and Archer, 
with Captain Wood^ Captain Webbe, Captain Moone, Captain King, Captain Davis, 
and divers gentlemen of good means and great parentage. But the firft as they had 
been troublefome at fea began again to mar all afhore, for though (as is faid) they 
were formerly fent for England, yet now returning again, graced by the titles of 
captains of the paffengers, feeing the admiral wanting, and great probability of her 
lofs, ftrengthened themfelves with thofe new companies, fo exclaiming againft Captain 
Smith, that they mortally hated him ere ever they faw him. Who, underftanding by 

9 his 



SMITH’S VIRGINIA, 99 

his fcouts, the arrival of fuch a fleet, little dreaming of any fuch fupply, fuppofed them 
Spaniards. But he quickly fo determined and ordered our affairs, as we little feared 
jtheir arrival, nor the fuccefs of our encounter; nor were the favages any way negli¬ 
gent for the moil part to aid and aflift us with their belt power. Had it fo been vre 
had been happy, for we would not have trufted thflfp but as our foes, where receiving 
them as our countrymen and friends, they did wnat they could to murder our prefi- 
denr, to furprife the ftoru, the fort, and our lodgings, to ufurp the government, and 
make us all their fen-ants and Haves till they could confume us and our remembrance ; 
and rather indeed to fupplant us then fupply us, as Mr. William Box, an honeft gen- 
tleqian in this voyage, thus relateth. 

In the tail of a hurricane we were feparated from the admiral, which although it 
was but the remainder of that florin, there is feldom any fuch in England, or thofe 
northern parts of Europe. Some loft their mafts, lome their fails blown from their 
yards; the Teas fo over-raking our fliips, much of our provifion was fpoiled, ojjr fleet 
feparated, and our men fick, and many died, and in this miferable ftatc we arrived at 
. Virginia. 

But in this ftorm, • 

When rattling tliunder run along the clouds. 

Did not tiie lailuis poor, and mailers proud, 

A te*ror feel as ft ruck with fear of God : 

Did not their trembling joints then dread his rod. 

Lead for foul deeds and black mouth’d blafphemiea, 

The rueful time be come that vengeance cries i 

To a thoufand mifehiefs thofe lewd captains led this lewd company, wherein were 
many unruly gallants, packed thither by their friends to efcape ill deftinies, and thofe 
would difpofe and determine of the government, foraetimes to one, the next day to 
another, to-day the old commiflion mud rule, to-morrow the new, the next day 
neither, in fine they would rule all or ruin all: yet in charity we mud endure them 
thus to deitroy us, or by correcting their follies, have brought the world’s cenfure upon 
us to be guilty of their bloods. Happy had wc been had they never arrived, and we 
for ever abandoned, and as we were left to our fortunes, for on earth for the number 
was never more confufion or mifery, than their factions occafioned. 

The prefident feeing the defire thofe braves had to rule, feeing how his authority 
was fo unexpectedly changed, would willingly have left all, and have returned for 
England. But feeing there was firydl hope this new commiflion would arrive, longer 
he would not fuller thofe factious Ipirits to proceed. It would be too tedious, too 
ftrange, and almoil incredible, fhoukl I particularly relate the infinite dangers, plots, 
and praftices, he daily cfcapcd amongft this factious crew, the chief whereof he quickly 
laid by the heels, till his leifure better ferved to do them juftice, and to take away all 
occafions of further mifehief; Mr. Percie had his requeft granted to return for England, 
being very fick; and Mr. Weft with an hundred and twenty of the beft he could 
choofe, he fent to the Fallcs; Martin with near as many to Nandfamund, with their 
due proportions of all provifions according to their numbers. 

Now the prefident’s year being near expired he made Captain-Martin prefident to 
follow the order for the el eft ion of a prefident every year, but he knowing his own 
infufliciency and the companies’ untowardnefs and little regard of him, within three 
hours after refigned it again to Captain Smith, and at Nandfamund thus proceeded. 
The people being contributers ufed him kindly, yet fuch was his jealous fear, in the 
midft of their mirth he did furprife this poor naked king with his monuments, houfes, 
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and the ifle he inhabited, and there fortified himfelf, hut fo apparently diftrafted with 
■fear, as emboldened thefavages to afiault him, kill .his men, releafe their king, gather 
and carry away a thousand bufhcls of corn, he not orice offering to intercept them; 
but fent to the prefident, then at the Falls, for thirty good fhot, which from James 
Town immediately was lent him. JJut he fo well employed them they did jiyft nothing, 
but returned complaining of his rendernefs, yet he came away with them to James 
Town, leaving his company to their fortunes. 

Here I cannot omit the courage of George Forrefl, that had feventeen arrows flick¬ 
ing in him and one Ihot through himi yet lived fix or feven days, as if he had (mail 
hurt, then for want of chirurgery died. 

Mr. Well having feated his men by the Falls, prefently returned to revifit James 
Town, the prefident followed him to fee that company feated, met him by the way, 
■wondering at his fo quick return, and found his company planted fo inconfiduratelv 
in a f^ace not only fubjeft to the river’s inundation, but round environed with many 
intolerable inconveniences. 

For remedy whereof he prefently fent to Powhatan to fell him the place called 
Powhatan, promifing to defend him againft the Monacans. Apd thel'e Ihould be his" 
conditions, (with his people) to refign him the fort and houfes, and all that country 
for a proportion of copper ; that all dealing offenders Ihould be fent him, there lo 
receive their punifiunent; that every houl'e as a cuflom Ihould pay him a bulhel of 
corn for an inch fquarc of copper, and a proportion of pocones, as a yearly tribute to 
King James for their protection, as a duty ; what ell'e they could fpare to barter at 
their belt difcrction. " 

But both this excellent place and thofe good conditions did thofe furies refufe, con¬ 
temning both him, his kind care and authority. So much they depended on the Lord - 
General’s new commflion, as they regarded none: the worlt they could do to fijew 
their fpite they did; fuppofing all the Monacan’s country, gold ; and none fiiou! J 
come there but whom they pleafed. 1 do more than \londer to think how only with 
five men, he either durft or would adventure as he did, (knowing how greedy they 
were of his blood) to land ainongft them, and commit to imprifonment all the chieftains 
of thofe mutinies, till by their multitudes, being an hundred and twenty, they forced hiin 
to retire ; yet in that interim he furprifed one of their boats, wherewith he rctifrned to 
their fhip; where indeed was their provifion, which alfo betook; and well it chanced 

found the mariners fo tractable and conftant, or there had been final! pofiibility he 
had ever efcaped. There were divers other of better rcalbn and experience, that from 
their firft landing, hearing the general good report of his old foldiers, and feeing with 
their eyes his actions fo well managed with difcrction, as Captain Wood, Captain 
Webbe, Captain Moone, Captain Fitz-James, Mr. William Powell, Mr. Patridge, Mr. 
White, and divers others, when they perceive the malice of Ratlilfe and Archer, and 
their faction, left their companies, and ever refted his faithful friends. Hut the worft 
was that the poor favages, that daily brought in their contribution to the prefident, that 
diforderly company fo tormented thofe poor fouls, by ftealing their corn, robbing their 
gardens, beating them, breaking their houfes, and keeping fome prifoners that they 
daily complained to. Captain Smith, he had brought them for proteftors, worfe enemies 
then the Monacans themfelves : which, though till then, for his love they had endured, 
they defired pardon if hereafter they defended themfelves ; fince he would not com ft 
them, as they had long expefted he would.. So much they importuned him to pumfh 
iheir mifdemeanors, as they offered (if he would lead them) to fjght for him againft 
them. But having fpent nine days in feeking to reclaim them; {hewing them how 

much 
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much they did abufe themfelves with thefe great gilded hopes of the South Se* mines, 
commodities, or vi&ories, they fotaadiy conceived; then feeing nothing would prevail, 
he fet fail for James Town. 

Thu» oft we fee from fmall preen wounds, and from a little grief, 

A grrater fote and fickncfs grows, than w31 limit relief. 

For thus themfelves they did beguile, and with the red play'd thief. 

Now no foonef was the ihip under fail, but the favages affaulted thofe hundred and 
twenty in their fort, finding feme ftraggling abroad in the woods : they flew many, and 
fo affrighted the reft, as their prifoners efcaped, and they fafely retired, with the {words 
and cloaks of thofe they had {lain. But ere we had failed half a league, our (hip 
grounding, gave us once more liberty to fummon them to a parley ; where we found 
them all io ftrangely amazed with this poor filly affault of twelve favages, that they 
fubmittc-d themfelves upon any terms to the prefident’s mercy ; who prcfentlwput by 
the hods fix or {"even of the chief offenders: the reft he featecl gallantly at PowMtan, in 
that lavage fort, ready built, and prettily fortified with poles and barks of trees, iuf- 
ficicnt to have defended them from all the favages in Virginia, dry houfes for lodgings, 
and near two hundred acres of ground ready to be planted, and no place we knew fo 
ftrong, fo plcufant, and delightful in Virginia, for which we called it Non-fuch. The 
favages alio he prelcrttly appeafed, re-delivering to either party their former Ioffes. 
Thus all were friends. 

New officers appointed to command, and the prefident again ready to depart, at that 
inftanl arrived Captain Weft, whofe gentle nature (by the peniiafions and companion, 
of thofe mutinous prifoners, alledging they had only done this for his honour) was fo 
much abided, that to regain their old hopes, new turboils did arife. For they afhorc 
being polfeiVed of all their victuals, munition, and every thing, grew to that height in 
their former factions, as the prefident left them to their fortunes; they returned again 
to the open air at Wefts Fort,’abandoning Non-fuch, and he to Janies Town with his 
Left expedition, but this happened him in that journey. 

Sleeping in his boat, (for the ihip was returned two days before) accidentally, one 
fired his powder-bag, which tore the flefh from his body and thighs, nine or ten inches 
lquaiv in a mofl pitiful manner, but to quench the tormenting fire, frying him in his 
deaths, he leaped overboard into the deep river, where ere they could recover him he 
was near drowned. In this ftare without either furgeon or furgery, he was to go near 
a hundred miles. Arriving at James Town, caufing all things to be prepared for peace 
or war to obtain provision, whilit tfiofc things were providing, Ratliff e. Archer, and the 
reft of their confederates, being to come to their trials; their guilty confidences, fearing 
a juft reward for their deferts, feeing the prefident unable to ftand, and near bereft of 
his fenfes by rcafun of his torment, they had plotted to have murdered him in his bed. 
But his heart did fail him that fhould have given fire to that mercilefs piftol. So not 
finding that courfe to be the beft, they joined together to ufurp the government, there¬ 
by to efcape their punifhment. The prefident had notice of their projects, the which 
to withftand, though his old foldiers importuned him but permit them to take their heads 
that would refift his command, yet he would not fuller them, but fent for the mafters 
of the fliips, and took order with them fox his return for England. Seeing there wa3 
neither furgeon nor furgery in the fort to cure his hurt, and the fhips to depart the 
next day, his coinmiffion to be fuppreffed lie knew not why, himfelf and foldiers ro be 
rewarded he knew^pot how, and a new coinmiffion granted they knew not to whom, 
(the which diiabled that authority he had, as made them prefume fo o£t to thofe 
„ mutinies 
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mutinies as they did :) befides fo grievous were his wounds, and fo cruel his torments 
(few expecting he could live) nor was he able to follcftv his bufmefs to regain what they 
hjid loft, fupprefs thofc factions, and range the countries for provifion as he intended,; 
and well he knew in thofe affairs his own aftions and prefence was as requifite as his 
diredtions, which now could not be, be went prefently abroad, refolving there to appoint 
them -governors, and to take order for the mutineers, but he could find none, he 
thought fit for it, would accept it. In the mean time, feeing him gone, they perfuaded 
Mr. Percy to ftay, who was then to go for England, and be their prefident. Within 
lefs than an hour was this mutation begun and concluded. For when the company 
underftood Smith would leave them, and faw the reft in arms called prHidents and 
councillors, divers began to fawn on thofe new commanders, that nowT bent all their 
wits to get him refign them his commiftion: who after much ado and tnafty bitter 
repulfes ; that their confufion (which he told them was at their elbows) ftiould ntit be 
altribujgpd to him, for leaving the colony without a commiflion, he was not unwilling 
they ftiould fleal it, but never would he give it to fuch as they. And thus, 

Strange violent forces drew us on unwilling. 

Reafon perfuading 'gainft our loves rebelling ; 

We faw and knew the better, ah curfc accuilt, 

That notwithftanaing we embrace the worlt 

«4 

But had that unhappy blaft not happened, he would quickly have qualified the heat 
of thofe humors and factions, had the Ihips but once left them and us to our fortunes, 
and have made that provifion from among the favages, as we neither feared Spaniard, 
favage, nor famine; nor would have left Virginia, nor our lawful authority, but at as 
dear a price as we had bought it, and paid for it. What lhall I fay but thus, we left 
him, that in all his proceedings, made juftice his firft guide, and experience his fecond, 
even hating bafenefs, floth, pride, and indignity, more than any dangers ; that never 
allowed more for himfelf than his foldiers with him ; thkt upon no danger would fend 
them where he would not lead them himfelf; that would never fee us want, what he 
either had, or could by any means get us; that would rather want than borrow, or 
ftarve than not pay; that loved a&ion more than words, and hated fallhood and 
covetoufnefs worfe than death ; whofe adventures were our lives, and whofe lofs our 
deaths. 

^Leaving us thus with three (hips, feven boats, commodities ready to tirade, the har- 
veft newly gathered, ten weeks provifion in the ftore, four hundred ninety and odd. 

{ jerfons, twenty-four pieces of ordnance, three hundred mufkets, fnaphances, and fire- 
ocks, fhot, powder, and match fufficient, curats, pikes, fwords, and morrios, more 
than men; the favages, their language, and habitations well known to an hundred 
well-trained and expert foldiers, nets for fifliing, tools of all forts to work, apparel to 
fupply our wants, fix mares and a horfe, five or fix hundred fwine, as many hens and 
chickens, fome goats, fome ftieep, what was brought or bred there remained. But they 
regarding nothing but from hand to mouth, did confume what we had, took care for 
nothing, but to perfedt fome colourable complaints againft Captain Smith; for effecting 
whereof, three weeks longer they ftayed the ihips, till they could produce them. That 
time and charge might much better have been fpenr, but it fuited well with the reft of 
their diferetions. * 

Befides James Town, that was ftrongly pallifadoed, containing fome fifty or fixty 
houfes, he left five or fix other feveral forts and plantations; though they were not fo 
l'umptuous as our fucceffors expe&ed, they were better than they provided any for us. 

. All 
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AH this time we had but one carpenter in the country, and three others that could do 
little, but defired to be learners, two blackfiniths, two Tailors, and thofe we write la¬ 
bourers were for moft part footmen, and fuch as they that were adventurers brought 
to attend them, or fuch as they could perfuade to go with them, that never did know 
what a day’s work was, except the Dutchmen and Poles, and fome dozen other; for 
all the reft were poor gentlemen, tradefmen, ferving-men, libertines, and fuch like, tea 
times more fit to fpoil a commonwealth, than either begin one, or but help to maintain 
one: for when neither the fear of God, nor the law, nor fhame, nor difpleafure of their 
friend's, could rule them here, there is fmall hope ever to bring one in twenty of them 
cv<?r ro be good there. Notwithftanding, I confefs divers amongft them had better 
minds, and grew much more induftrious than was expe&ed; yet ten good workmen 
would have done more fubftantial work in a day, than ten of them in a week; there¬ 
fore men may rather wonder how we could do fo much, than ufe us fo badly, becaufe 
we did no more, but leave thofe examples to make others beware, and the fruit! of all, 
we know not for whom. 

• But to fee the juftice of God upon thefe Dutchmen; Valdo before fpokc of, made a 
fhift to get for England, where perfuading the merchants what rich mines he had found, 
and great fervice he would do them, was very well rewarded, and returned with the 
Lord La Warre; but being found a mere impoftor, he died moft miferably. Adam 
and Francis, his two conforts, were fled again to Powhatan, to whom they promifed, 
at the arrival of my Lord, what wonders they would do, would he fuffer them but to 
go to him ; but the King feeing they would be gone, replied. You, that would have 
betrayed Captain Smith to me, will certainly betray me to this great Lord for your 
peace: fo caufed his men to beat out their brains. 

To conclude, the greateft honour that ever belonged to the greateft monarchs, was 
the enlarging their dominions, and ere&ing commonwealths. Yet, howfoever any of 
them have attributed to themfdves the conquerors of the world, there is more of the 
world never heard of them, than ever any of them all had in fubje&ion; for the Medes, 
Perfians, and Aflyrians never conquered all Alia, nor the Grecians hut part of Europe 
and Afia: the Romans, indeed, had a great part of both, as well as Africa; but as for 
all the northern parts of Europe and Afia, the interior fouthern and weftem parts of 
Africa, all America and Terra Incognita, they were all ignorant: nor is our knowledge 
yet but fuperficial: that their beginnings, ending, and limitations, were proportioned 
by the Almighty is moft evident; but to confider of what fmall means many of them 
have begun is wonderful; for fome* write that even Rome herfelf, during the reign of 
Romulus, exceeded not the number of a thoufand lioufes, and Carthage grew fo great 
a potentate, that ac tirft was but encircled in the thongs of a bulls ikin, as to fight with 
Rome for the empire of the world. Yea, Venice, at this time the admiration of the 
earth, was at firft but a marlh, inhabited by poor filhermen j and likewife Ninevie, 
Thebes, Babylon, Delus, Troy, Athens, Mycena, and Sparta, grew from fmall begin¬ 
nings to be moft famous ftates, though now they retain little more than a naked name. 
Now this our young commonwealth, in Virginia, as you have read, once coniiftcd but of 
thirty-eight perfons, and in two years increafed but to two hundred; yet by this fmall 
means, fo highly was approved the plantation in Virginia, as how many lords, with worthy 
knights, and brave gentlemen, pretended to fee it, and fome did, and now after the 
expence of fifteen years more, and fuch maffy fums of men and money, they grow dif- 
animated. If we truly confider our proceedings with the Spaniards* and the reft, we 
have no reafon to deipair, for with fo fmall Charge, they never had either greater dif- 
coveries, with fuch certain trials of more fevcral commodities, than in this fliort time 

hatfi 
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hath been returned from Virginia, and by much lefs means. New England was brought 
out of obfcurity, and afforded freight for near two hundred fail of (hips where there is 
now ereited a brave plantation. For the happinefs of Summer Ifles, they are no left 
than either, and yet thofe have had a far lefs and a more difficult beginning than either 
Rome, Carthage, or Venice. 

Written by Richard Pots, clejk of the council, William Tankar^ 
and G. P. 


BOOK IV. 

TO make plain the true proceedings of the hiftory for 1609, we mull follow the 
examinations of Dr. Simons, and two learned orations pubiifhed by the Company ; 
with the relation of the Right Honourable the Lord De la Ware. 

What happened in the firji Government after the Alteration in the Time of Captain George 

Picrcic, thetr Governor. 

THE day before Captain Smith returned for England with the ffiips, Captain Davis 
arrived in a fmall pinnace, with fome fixteen proper men mort; to tliefe were added 
a company from James Town, under the command of Captain John Sickelmore, alias 
RatclifFe, to inhabit Point Comfort. Captain JMarrin and Captain Weft, having loft 
their boats and near half their men among the favages, were returned to James Town ; 
for the favages no fooner underftood Smith was gone, but they ail revolted, and did 
fpoil and murder all they encountered. Now we were all conftrained to live only on 
that Smith had only for his own company, for the reft had confumcd their propor¬ 
tions, and now they had twenty prefidents, with all their appurtenances: Mr. Piercie, 
our new prefident, was fo fick he could neither go nor ftaud. But ere all was con- 
fumed, Captain Weft and Captain Sickelmore, each with a final! fliip, and thirty or 
forty men well appointed, fought abroad to trade. Sickelmore. upon the confidence 
of Powhatan, with about thirty others as carelcfs as himfclf, were all (lain, only Jeffrey 
Shortridge efcapcd, and Pokahontas, the King’s daughter, faved a boy called Henry 
Spilman, that lived many years after, by her means, amongft the I’atawomekes. 
Irowhatan, ftill as he found means, cut off their boats, denied them trade, fo that 
Captain Weft fet fail for England. Now wc all found the lofs of Captain Smith, yea, 
his greateft maligners could now curfe his lofs. As for corn, provifion, and contribu¬ 
tion from the favages, we had nothing but mortal wounds, with clubs and arrows; as 
for our hogs, hens, goats, fhcep, horfe, or what lived, our commanders, officers, 
and'favages daily confumed them ; fome fmall proportions fometimes we tafled, till all 
was devoured ; then lwords, arms, pieces, or any thing, we traded with the favages, 
whofe cruel fingers were fo oft imbrued in our bloods, that what by their cruelty, our 
governor’s indiferetion, and the lofs of our fhips, of five hundred within fix months 
after Captain Smith’s departure, there remained not paft fixty men, women, and chil¬ 
dren, moft miferabte and poor creatures; and thofe were preferved for the molt part 
by roots, herbs, acorns, walnuts, berries, now and then a little fifh: they that had 
ftarch in thefe extremities made no fmall ufe of it; yea, eventhe very Ikins of our hor&s ; 
nay, fo great was our famine, that a favage we ilew and buried, the poorer fort took 
♦ him up again and eat him, and fo did divas one another, boiled a$d Hewed with roots 
and herbs: and one amongft the reft did Rill his wife, powdered her, and had oaten 
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pail of her before it was kffown, for which he was executed, as he well deferred; 
■*' now whether ihe was better waited, boiled, or carbonadoed, I know not, but of fuch 
ad ifli as powdered wife I never heard of. This was that time, which ftiU to this day 
we called the ftarving time; it were too vile to fay, and fcarce to be believed what we 
endured: but the occafion was our own, for want of providence, induftry, and go¬ 
vernment, and not the barrennefs and defect of the country, as is generally fuppofed ; 
foiSfillthen in three years, for the numbers were landed. ns, we had never from 
England provifion fufficient for fix months, though it feemed by the- bills of lading 
fufficient was fent us, fuch a glutton is the fea, and fuch good fellows the mariners, 
we as little tailed of the great proportion fcnt us, as they of our want and miferies; 
yet notwithftanding they ever over-fwayed and ruled the bufinefs, though we endured 
all that is^Taid, and chiefly' lived on what tnis good country naturally afforded; yet 
had we been even in paradife itfelf with thefe governors, it would not nave been much 
better with us; yet there was amongit us, who had they had the government as Cap¬ 
tain Smith appointed, but that they could not maintain^, would furely have kept us 
from thofe extremities of miferies. This in ten days more would ha# lupplanted us 
dll with death. . 

But God, that would not this country Ihould be unplanted, fent Sir Thomas 
Gates and Sir George Sommers, with one hundred and fifty people, moil happily 
preferved by the BcrmudUs to preferve us : ftrange it is to fay, how miraculoufly they 
were prclerved in a leaking fhip, as at large you may read in the enfuing hiftory of 

thofe iilands. 

% 


The Government rcftgned to Sir Thomas Gates , 1610. 

WHEN thefe two noble knights did fee our miferies, being but ftrangers in that 
country, and could underlland po more of the caufe, but by conjefture of our cla¬ 
mours and complaints, of accufing and excufing one another: they embarked us with 
themfelves, with the bell means they could, and abandoning James Town, fet fail for 
-England, whereby you may fee the event of the government of the former com¬ 
manders left to themfelves; although they had lived there many years, as formerly 
hath been fpoken (who hindered now their proceedings, Captain Smith bang gone). 

At noon they fell to the Hie of Hogs, and the next morning to Mulberry Point, at 
what time they deferied the long-boat of the Lord La Ware, for God would not have 
it fo abandoned. For this honourable Lord, then governor of the country, met them 
with three (hips, exceedingly well fumiihed with all neceffaries fitting, who again 
returned them to the abandoned James Town. 

Out of the obfervations of William Simmons, Do&or of Divinity. 


r lhe Government devolved to the Lord La Ware, 

2 .'- 

HIS LORDSHIP arrived the ninth of June, 1610, accompanied with Sir Ferdinando 
Waynman, Captain Houlcroft, Captain l^wfon, and divers other gentlemen of fort; 
the loth he came up with his fleet, went on ihore, heard <a fermon, read his commif- 
fion, and entered intojconfultation for the good of the colony, in which fecret council we 
will a little leave them, that we may duly obferve the revealed counfel of God. He that 
fhall but turn up his $e, and behold the fpaggled canopy of heaven, or Audi but caft 
down bis eye, and confider the embroidered ca^et-of the earth, and withalihaH mark how 
roi» xiil p the 
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tKe heavens hear the earth, and the earth the corn and oil, 3 hd they reGeve the necelftties 
of man, that man will acknowledge God's infinite? providence* but he that (hall fur¬ 
ther obferve, how God inclineth all cafual events to work the neceffary help of J|is 
faints, muft needs adore the Lord’s infinite goodnefs. Never had any people more 
juft caufe to caft themfelves at the very footftool of God, and to reverence his mercy, 
than this diftrefied colony j for if God had not fent Sir Thomas Gates from the Ber¬ 
mudas, within four days they had almoft be§n familhed; if God had not dire&etfTne 
heart of that noble knight to fave the fort from firing at their {hipping, for many were 
very importunate to have burnt it, they had been deftitutc of a prefent harbour and 
fuccour; if they had abandoned the fort any longer time, and had not fo foon re¬ 
turned, queftionlefs the Indians would have deftroyed the Fort, whith had been the 
means of our fafeties amongft them, and a terror. If they had fet fail fdfener, and 
had launched into the vaft ocean, who would have promifed they Ihould have encoun¬ 
tered the fleet of the Lord La Ware, efpecially when they made for Newfoundland, 
as they intended, a courfe contrary to our navy approaching. If the Lord La Ware 
had not brought with him a year’s provifion, what comfort would thofe poor fouls 
have received to have been rclanded to a fecond definition ? .This was the arm of the 
Lord of Hofts, who would have his people pafs the Red Sea and wildernefs, and then 
to poflefs the land of Canaan. It was divinely fpuken of heathen Socrates, “ If God 
for. man be careful, why Ihould man be over-diftruftful ? fof he hath fo tempered the 
contrary qualities of the elements. 

That neither cold things want heat, nor moift things dry. 

Nor fad things fpirits, to quicken them thereby. 

Yet make they tnufical content of contraiiety. 

Which conquer’d, knits them in fueh links together. 

They do produce even all this whatfoever. 

The lord-governor, after mature deliberation, deliv.ered fome few words to the com¬ 
pany, laying juft blame upon them for their haughty vanities and fluggifli idlenefs, 
eameftly entreating them to amend thofe defperate follies, left he fhould be compelled 
to draw the fword of juftice, and to cut off fuch delinquents, which he had rather 
draw, to the fhedding of his vital blood, to protect them from injuries; heartening* 
them with relation ot that ftore he had brought u'ith him, conftituring officers of all 
conditions, to rule over them, allotting every man his particular place, to watch vigi¬ 
lantly, and work painfully : this oration and direction being received with a general 
applaufe, you might fhortly behold the idle and. roily difeales of a divided multitude, 
by the unity and authority of this government to be fubftantially cured. Thofe that 
knew not the way to goodnefs before, but cherifiicd Angularity and faction, can now 
chalk out the path of all rcfpe£tive duty and fervice : every man endeavourcth to 
outftrip other in diligence: the French preparing to plant the vines, the Englilh 
labouring in the woods and grounds ; every man knoweth his charge, and difehargeth 
the fame with alacrity. Neither let any man be difeouraged, by the relation of their 
daily labour (as though the fap of their bodies fhould be fpent for other men’s profit) 
the fettled times of working, to effe& all themfelves, or as the adventurer’s need defire, 
required no more'pains than from fix of the clock in the morning, until ten, and from 
two in the afternoon till four, at both which times they are provided of fpiritual and 
corporal relief. Firft, they enter into the church, and make their prayers unto God, 
next they return to their houfes and receive their proportion of, food. Nor ihould it 
be conceived that this bufinefs excludethgentlemen, whofe breenng never knew what 
a day’s labour meant, for though they cannot dig, ufe thefpade, nor pra&ife the axe. 
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yet may the ftaid fpiritsof aj>y conation, find how to employ the force of knowledge, 
the exercifeof council, the operation and power of their bell breeding and qualities. 
TlKl Jioufes which are built, are as-warm and defenfive againft wind and weather, as if 
they were tiled and Hated, being covered above with ftrong boards, and fome matted ’ 
round with Indian mats. Our forces are now fuch as are able to fame the fury and 
treachery of the favages : our forts allure the inhabitants, and fruftrate all aifailants. 
And to leave no difeouragement in the heart of any, who perfonally ftiall enter into 
this great aftion, I will communicate a double comfort j firft, Sir George Som¬ 
mers, that worthy admiral, hath undertaken a dangerous adventure for the good of the 
colony. , 

Upon the 15th of June, accompanied with Captain Samuel Argali, he returned in 
two pinnaces unto the Bermudas, promifmg (if by any means God will open a way to 
that ifland of rocks) that he would foon return with fix months provifion of flefh. 
With much crofs weather at lafl he there fafely arrived, but Captain Argali was forced 
back again td James Town, whom the Lord De la Ware not long after fent to the river 
of Patawomeke, to trade for corn ; where finding an Englifli boy, one Henry Spil- 
man, a young gentleman well defeended, by thofe people preferved from the fury of 
Powhatan, by his acquaintance had fuch good ufage of thofe kind favages, that they 
freighted his (nip with coiyi, wherewith he returned to James Town. 

The other comfort is, that the Lord la Ware hath built two new forts, the one 
called Fort Henry, the other Fort Charles, in honour of our molt noble Prince, and 
his hopeful brother, upon a pleafant plain, and near a little rivulet they call South¬ 
ampton river; they ftand in a wholefome air, having plenty of fprings of fweet water, 
they command a great circuit of ground, containing wood, pafture and marlh, with 
apt places for vines, corn and gardens ; in which forts it is refolved, that all thofe that 
come out of England, fhall be at their fir ft landing quartered, that the wearifomenefs of 
the fea may be refreflied in this pleafing part of the country, and Sir Thomas Gates 
he fent for England. But to correfl: fome injuries of the Pafpahegs, he lent Captain 
Piercie, Mr. Stacy, and fifty or threefcore fhot, where the favages flying, they burnt 
. their houfes, took the Queen and her children prifoners, whom not long after they 
"flew. 

The fertility of the foil, the temperature of the climate, the form of government, 
the condition of our people, their daily invocating of the name of God being thus 
exprefled, why Ihould the fuccefs, by the rules of mortal judgment, be difparaged ? 
why Ihould not the rich harveft of our hopes be fcafonably expected ? I dare fay, that 
the refolution of Ctcfar in France, the defigns of Alexander, the difeoveries of Her¬ 
nando Cortes in the Weft, and of Emanuel King of Portugal in the Eaft, were not 
encouraged upon fo firm grounds of ftate and poflibility. 

But his lordlhip being at the Falls, the favages affaulted his troops, and flew three or 
four of his men. Not long after, his honour growing very fick, he returned for 
England the 28th of March ; in the fhip were about five and fifty men, but ere we 
arrived at Fyall, forty of us were near fick to death, of the feurvy, calenture, and 
other difeafes : the governor, being an Englilhman, k'ndly ufed qs, but fmall relief 
we could get, but oranges, of which we had plenty, whereby within eight days we 
recovered, and all were well and ftrong by that they came into England. 

Written by William Box. 

The counfel of Vigmia finding the fmallnefs of that return which they hoped Ihould 
have defrayed the cnarge of a new fupply, Entered into a deep confutation, whether 
it wet'e fit to enter into a new contribution, or in time to fend for them home, and give 

pa „ over 
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•over the aftion, and therefore they adjured Sir Thomas Gates to deal plainly with 
them, who with a folemn and a faded oath replied, “ That all thingsbefore reported 
were true, and that all men know that we (land at the devotion of politic princes Jlitd 
Hates, who for their proper utility devife all courfes to grind our merchants, and by 
all pretences to confifcate their goods, and to draw from us all manner of gain by their 
inquifitive intentions, when in Virginia, a few years labour, by planting and hulbandry, 
will furnifh all our defeats with honour and fecurity.” 

Out of a'deciaration publiihed by the council, i 6 1 o. 

The Government left again to Captain George Picrcie, and the return of the Lord La 

Ware , with his relation to the Council. 

MY LORDS, now by accident returned from my charge at Virginia, contrary* either 
to my own defire, or other men’s expectations, who fpare not to cenfure me, in point 
of duty, and to difeourfe and^ueftion the reafon, though they apprehend not the true 
caufe of my return, I am forced out of a willingncfs to fatisfy every man, to deliver unto 
your lordlhips and the reft of this affembly, in what ftate I have lived ever fmee my 
arrival to the colony, what hath been the juft caufe of my fudden departure, and on 
what terms I have left the fame, the rather becaufe I perceive, that fince my coming 
into England, fuch acoldnefsand involution is bred in many of the adventurers, that 
fome of them feek to withdraw their payments, by which the action muft be fupport- 
ed, making this my return colour of their needlefs backwardnefs and unyuft pro¬ 
traction : which that you may the better underftand, 1 was welcomed to James Town 
by a violent ague ; bemg cured of it, within three weeks after 1 began to be diftem- 
pered with other grievous ficknefs which fuccefltvely and feverally aflailed me, for 
befides a relapfe into the former difeafe, which with much more violence held me more 
than a month, and brought me to greater weaknefs ; the flux furprized me, and kept me 
many days, then the cramp afiaultcd my weak body with ftrong pains, and after, the 
gout j all thofe drew me to that weaknefs, being unable to ftir, brought upon me the 
icurvy, which though in others it be a ficknefs of flothfulnefs, yet was it iu me an eflfeCt 
of weaknefs, which never left me, till 1 was ready to leave the world. 

In * thefe extremities I refolved to confult with my friends, who finding nature 
fpent in me, and my body almoft confumed, my pains likewife daily increafmg, gave 
me advice to prefer a hopeful recovery, before an allured ruin, which muft neceflarily 
have enfued, had I lived but twenty days longer in Virginia, wanting at that inftant 
both food and phyfic, fit to remedy fuch extraordinary difeafes (wherefore 1 Ihippcd 
myfeif wtih Doctor Bohun and Captain Argali, for Mevis, in the Weft Indies, but 
being crolfed with foutherly winds, I was forced to lhape my courfe for the Wcftern 
Ifles, where I found help for my health, and my ficknefs alfuaged, by the means of 
frefh diet, efpecially oranges anil lemons, an undoubted remedy for that difeafe: then 
I intended to have returned back again to Virginia, but I was adviled not to hazard 
myfeif, before I had perfectly recovered my ftrength : fo I came for England, in which 
accident, I doubt not but men of judgment will imagine, there would more prejudice 
have happened by*my death there, than I hope can do by my return. 

For the colony I left it to the charge of Captain George Piercie, a gentleman of 
honour and refolution, until the coming of Sir Thdmas Dale, whofe commilfion was 
likewife to be determined upon the arrival of Sir Thomas Gates, according to the 
order your Lordlhips appointed: the number I left were about two hundred, the moll 
in health, and provided of at ieaft ten months vi&uals, and the country people tra£L 

able 
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able and friendly. What other defefts they had, I found by Sir Thomas Cates a‘t the 
Cowes; his fleet was fuffidently'fuxnifhed with- fupplies, but when it ihall pleafe God 
^at Sir Thomas Dale ami Sir Thomas Cates Ihall arrive in Virginia with the extfa- 
ordinary fupply of one hundred kine, and two hundred fwine, befides ftore of other 
provifion, for the maintenance of the colony, there will appear that fuccefs in the 
afHnn, as ihall give no man caufe of diftruft, that hath already adventured, but encourage 
every good mind to further fo good a work, as will redound both.to the glory of God, 
to the credit of our nation, and the comfort of all thole that have been inftruments in 
the furthering of it." 

Out of the Lord La Ware’s difeourfe, publifhed by authority, 1611. 

Th» Government fur rendered to Sir Thomas Dale, who arrived in Virginia the 10 th of 

May 1611. Out of Mr. Humor’s Book . 

BEFORE the Lord La Ware arrived in England, die council and company h|d dif- 
• patched away Sir Thomas Dale with three Ihips, men and cattle, and all other provi- 
fions neceffary for a year; all which arrived well the 10th of May 1611, where he 
found them growing again to their former ftate of penury, being fo improvident as not 
to put com in the ground for their bread, but trufted to the ftore, then furnilhed but 
with three months provifion; his firft care therefore was to employ all hands about 
fetting of corn, at the two forts at Kecoughtan, Henry and Charles, whereby tbo 
feafou then not fully paft, though about the end of May, we had an indifferent crop of 
good com. 

This bufinefs taken order for, and the care and truft of it committed to his under¬ 
officers, to James Town he haftened, where moft of the company were at their daily 
and ufual works, bowling in the ftreets; thefe he employed about neceffary works, as 
felling of timber, repairing their houfes ready to fall on their heads, and providing 
pales, pofts and mils, to impale his propofed new town, which by reafon of his ignorance, 
being but newly arrived, he had not rclblved where to feat; therefore to better his 
knowledge, with one hundred men he fpent fome time in viewing the river of Naufa- 
mund, in dofpite of the Indians then our enemies; then our own river to the Falls, 
where upon a high land, environed with the main river, fome twelve miles from the 
Falls, by Arfahattock, he refolved to plant his new town. * 

Jt was no fmall trouble to reduce his people fo timely to good order, being of fo ill a 
condition, as may well witnefs his*fecurity and drift imprinted book of articles, then 
needful with all extremity to be executed : now much mitig.ued : fo as if his laws had 
not been fo ftriftly executed, I fee not how the utter fubverfion of the colony fhould 
have been prevented, witnefs Webbe’s and Price’s defign the firft year, fmee that of 
Abbot’s, and others, more dangerous than the former. Here I entreat your patience 
for an apology, though not a pardon. This Jeffrey Abbots, however this author 
cenfures him,, and the governor executes him, 1 know he had long ferved both in 
Ireland and Netherlands ; here he was a ferjeant of iny company, and I never faw in 
Virginia & more fufticient foldier, lefs turbulent, a better wit, more h«*rdy orinduftri- 
ous, nor any more forward to cut off them that fought to abahdon the country, or 
wrong the colony; how ungratefully thofe deferts might be rewarded, envied, or neg- 
lefted, or his far inferiors preferred to over-top him, I know not, but fuch occafions 
might move a faii%much more a man, to an unadvifed paffionate impatience; but how¬ 
ever, it Teems he hath been punifhed for his offences, that was never rewarded for his 
deferts. And even this fumraer Cole and Kitchins plot with three more, bending their 
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courfe to Ocanahowan, five days journey from us, where they report, are Spaniards 
inhabiting. Thefe were cut off by the favages, hire<f by us to hunt them home to 
receive their deferts: fo as Sir Thomas Dalehath not bean fo tyrannous nor fevereby 
the half, as there was occafion and juft caufe for it, and though the manner wasiiot 
ufual, we were rather to have regard to thofe, whom we would have terrified and 
made fearful to commit the like offences, than to the offenders juftly condemned, for 
amongft them fo hardened in evil, the fear of a cruel, painful, and unufual death more 
reftrains them, than death itfelf. Thus much I have proceeded of his endeavours, 
until the coming of Sir Thomas Gates, in preparing himfeif to proceed as he 
intended. . • 

Now in England again to fecond this noble knight, the council and company with all 
poflible expedition prepared for Sir Thomas Gates fix tall fhips, with three hundred 
men, and one hundred kine and other cattle, with ammunition and all other manner of 
provifion that could be thought needful j and about the ift or 2nd of Auguft i6n, 
arrived fafely at James Town. 

« 

The Government returned, again to Sir Thomas Gates, i6it, 

THESE worthy knights being met, after their welcome falutatjons, Sir Thomas Dale 
acquainted him what he had done,.and what he intended, which defign Sir Thomas 
Gates well approving, furnifhed him with three hundred and fifty men, fuch as himfeif 
made choice of. In the beginning of September 1611, he fet fail, and arrived where 
he intended to build his new town: within ten or twelve days he had environed it with 
a pale, and in honour of our noble Prince Henry, called it Henrico. The next work 
he did, was building at each comer of the town, a high commanding watch-houfe, a 
church, and ftore-houfes; which finifhed, he began to think upon convenient houfes for 
himfeif and men, which, with all poflible fpeed he could, he effected, to the great content 
of his company, and all the colony. 

This town is fituated upon a neck of a plain rifing land, three parts environed with 
the main river, the neck of land well impaled, makes it like an ifle ; it hath three ftreets 
of well framed houfes, a handfome church, and the foundation of a better laid, to be 
built of Jjrick, befidcs ftore-houfes, watch-houfes, and fuch like: upon the verge of 
th^, river there are five houfes, wherein live the honefter fort of people, (as farmers in 
England) and they keep continual centinel for the town’s fecurity. About two miles 
from the town, into the main, is another pale, near 'two miles in length, from river to 
river, guarded with feveral commanders, with a good quantity of corn-ground impaled 
fufficiently fecured to maintain more than 11'uppofe will come this three years. 

On the other fide of the river, for the fecurity of the town, is intended to be impaled 
for the fecurity of our hogs, about two miles and a half, by the name of Hope in Faith, 
and Coxendale, fecured by five of our manner of forts, which are but palifadoes, called 
Charity Fort, Mount Malado, a gueft houfe for fick people, a high feat and wholefome 
air, Elizabeth Fort, and Fort Patience: and here hath Mr. Whitaker chofen his parfo- 
nage, impaled a fair framed parfonage, and one hundred acres called Rocke-hall, but 
thefe are not half finiihed. 

About Chriftmas following in this fame year 1611, in regard of the injury done us 
by them of Apamatuck, Sir Thomas Dale, without the lofs of any, except fome few 
favages, took it. and their corn, being but five miles by .land from,-Henrico, and con- 
fidenng how commodious it might be for us, refolved to poffefs and plant it, and at 
the tniitant called it the New Bermudas, whereunto he hath laid out and annexed to 
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the belonging freedom and corporation forever, many miles of champaign and Wood¬ 
land ground in feveral hundreds* as the upper, and nether hundreds, Rochdale hun¬ 
dred* Weft Sherly hundred, and Dig’s hundred. In the nether hundred he firft began 
to plant, for there is the moil corn ground, and with a pale of two miles, cut over 
from river to river, whereby we have fecured eight F.nglifh miles in conipafs; upon 
which circuit, within half a mile of each other, are many fair houfes already built, 
befides particular men’s houfes near to the number of fifty. Rochdale, by a crofs pale 
well nigh four miles long, is alfo planted with houfes along the pale, in which hun¬ 
dred our hogs and cattle have twenty miles circuit to graze in fecurely. The building 
of the city is referred till our harvcfl be in, which he intends to make a retreat againlt 
any foreign cftemy. 

About fifty miles from tbefe is Janies Town, upon a fertile peninfula, which 
although formerly fcandalcd for an unhcalthful air, we find it as healthful as any 
other part of the country ; it hath two rows of houfes of framed timber, and fome of 
them two ftorits, and a garret higher, three large, ftorc-Jhoufcs joined together in 
length, and he hath newly ftrongly impaled the town. This iile, and much ground 
about it, is much inhabited: to Kecoughtan we.accounted it forty miles, where they 
live well with half that allowance the reft have from the (tore, becaufe of the extraor¬ 
dinary quantity of fifh, fowl, and deer, as you may read at large in the difeoveries of 
Captain Smith. And* thus I have truly related jinto you the prefent eftate of that 
fmall part of Virginia we frequent and poffefs. " ■ 

Since there was a fliip freighted with provifion and forty men ; and another fince 
then’with the like number and provifion, to ftay twelve months in the country with 
Captain Argali, which was fent not long after. After he had recreated and refrefhed 
his company, he was fent to the river Patawoineke to trade for corn, the favages 
about us having fmall quarter, but friends and foes as they found advantage and 
opportunity: but to conclude our peace, thus it happened. Captain Argali having 
entered into a great acquaintance with Iapazaws, an old friend of Captain Smith’s, and 
,fo to all our nation, ever fince he difeovered the country: hard by him there was 
Pocahontas, whom Captain Smith’s relations entitled the nonpareil of Virginia, and 
though fhe had been many times a preferver of him and the whole colony, yet till this 
accident (lie was never feen at James Town fince his departure, being at Patawomeke, 
as it feems, thinking herfelf unknown, was eafily by her friend Iapazaws, perftiaded to 
go abroad with him and his wife to fee the fliip, for Captain Argali had promifed him a 
copper kettle to bring her but to Jiim, promifing no way to hurt her, but keep her till 
they could conclude a peace with her father; the favage for this copper kettle would 
have done any thing it feemed by the relation, for though fhe had feen and been in 
many (hips, yet he caufed his wife to fain how defirous fhe was to fee one, and that 
he ottered to beat her for her importunity till fhe wept. But at laft he told her if 
Pocahontas would go with her, he was content: and thus they betrayed the poor 
innocent Pocahontas aboard, where they were all kindly feafted in the cabin. Iapa¬ 
zaws treading often on the captain’s foot, to remember he had done his part, the cap¬ 
tain when he faw his time, perfuaded Pocahontas to the gun-room, feigning to have 
fome conference with Iapazaws, which was only that fhe fhould not perceive he- was 
any way guilty of her captivity: fo fending for her again, he told her before her 
friends fhe muft go with him, and compound peace betwixt her country and us, before 
fhe ever lhould fee Powhatan, whereat the old Jew and his wife began to howl and cry 
as faft as Pocahontas, that upon the captain’s fair perfuafions, by degrees pacifying 
herfelf, and Iapazaws and his wife with the kettle and other toys, wait merrily on 
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fliore, and (he to James Town. A meffenger forthwith was font to her father, that 
his daughter Pocahontas he loved fo dearly, he muflf ranfoui with our men, fwords, 
pieces, tools, &c. he treacheroully had ftolen. 

This unwelcome news much troubled Powhatan, becaufe he loved both his daughter 
and our commodities well, yet it was three months after ere he returned us any 
anfwer: then by the perfuafion of the council, he returned feven of our men, with 
each of them an unferviceable muiket, and fent us word that when we would deliver 
his daughter, he would make us fatisfa&ion for all injuries done us, and give us five 
hundred bufliels of corn, and for ever be friends with us. That he fent we received 
in part of payment, and returned him this anfwer, that his daughter fliould be well 
ufed, but we could not believe the reft of our arms were eithdt loft or ftolEn from Jiim, 
and therefore till he fent them we would keep his daughter. 

This anfwer it feemed much difplcafed him, for we heard no more from him a long 
time after, when with Captain Argali’s (hip, and fome other velfels belonging to the 
colony. Sir Thomas Dale*, with a hundred and fifty men well appointed, went up into 
his own river, to his chief habitation with his daughter; with many fcornful bravadoes 
they affronted us, proudly demanding why we came thither; oun reply was, wc had 
brought his daughter, and to receive the ranfom for her that was promifed or to have 
it perforce. They nothing dilmayed thereat, told us we were welcome if we came 
to fight, for they were provided for ,|ys, but advifed us, if we loVed our lives to retire, 
elfe they would ufe us as they had done Captain Ratliffe: we told them we would 
prefently have a better anfwer, but we were no fooncr within (hot of the (hore than 
they let fly their arrows among us in the (hip. * ’ 

Being thus juftly provoked, we prefently manned our boats, went on (hore, burned 
all their 'houfes, and fpoiled all they had we could find, and fo the next day proceeded 
higher up -the river, where they demanded why we burnt their houfes, and we why 
they fhot at us ; they replied, it was fome draggling favage, with many other excufes, 
they intended no hurt, but were our friends; we told them we came not to hurt them, 
but vifit them as friends alfo. Upon this we concluded a peace, and forthwith they 
difpatched meflengers to Powhatan, whofe anfwer, they told us, we mull expeft four- 
and-twenty hours ere the nieffengers could return: then they told us our men were 
run away for fear we would hang them, yet Powhatan’s men were run after them; as 
for our fwords and pieces, they (hould be brought us the next day, which was only 
bin to delay time, for the next day they came not. Then we went higher to a houfe 
of Powhatan’s, called Matchot, where we faw about four hundred men well appointed; 
here they dared us to come on (hore, which we did; no (hew of fear they made at all, 
nor offered to refift our lapding, but walking boldly up and down amongft us, 
demanded to confer with our captain, of his coming in tnat manner, and to have truce 
till they could but once more fend to their king to know his pleafure, which if it were 
not agreeable to their expectation, then they would fight with us, and defend their 
own as they could, which was but only to defer the time to carry away their provifion; 
yet we promifed them truce till the next day at noon, and then if they would fight 
with us, they (hould know when we would begin by our drums and trumpets. 

Upon this promife/ two of Powhatan’s fons came unto us to fee their finer, at whofe 
fight, feeing her well, though they heard to the contrary, they much rejoiced, pro- 
nufing they would perfuade her rather to redeem her, and for ever be friends with us. 
And upon this, the two brethren went on board with us, and we fent Mr. John Rolfe 
and Mr. Sparkes to Powhatan, to acquaint him with the Bufinefs; kindly they were 
entertained, but not admitted the prefence of Powhatan, but they fpoke with Opechau- 
1 „ canough. 
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canough, his brother and fucceffor; he promifed to do the belt he could to Powhatan, 
all might be well. So it being April, and time to prepare our ground, and fet our corn, 
we returned to James Town, promifing the forbearance of their performing their pro- 
mHe till the next harveft. 

Long before this, Mr. John Rolfe, an honeft gentleman, and of good behaviour, had 
been hi love with Pocahontas, and the with him, which thing at that inftant 1 made 
' known to Sir Thomas Dale, by a letter from him, wherein he intreated his advice, and- 
fhe acquainted her brother with it, which refolution Sir Thomas Dale well approved ; 
the bruit of this marriage came foon to the knowledge of Powhatan, a thing acceptable 
to him, as appe<y*ed by his fudden confent; for within ten days, he fent Opachifco, an 
old uncle of hers, and two of his fons, to fee the mannerxtf the marriage, and to do in 
that behalf what they were requeued, for the confirmation thereof, as his deputy; 
which* was accordingly done about the firfl of April; and ever frnce we have had 
friendly trade ami commerce, as well with Powhatan himfelf as all his fubje&s. 

Befides this, by the means of Powhatan, we became in league with our next neigh¬ 
bours, the Chicahnmanias, a lufty and a daring people, free of themfelves. Thefc 
people, fo foon as they heard of our peace with Powhatan, fent two meffengers with 
prefents to Sir Thomas Dale, and offered them his fervice, excufing all former injuries, 
hereafter they would evey be King James’s fubjeds, and relinquifh the name of Chicka- 
hamnnia, to be called Taffauteffus, as they call us, and Sir Thomas Dale their governor, 
as the King’s deputy ; only they defired to be governed by their own laws, which is 
eight of,their ciders as his fubftitutes. This offer he kindly accepted, and appointed the 
day he would cometo vifit them. 

When the appoimfed-day came. Sir Thomas Dale and Captain Argali, with fifty 
mat, well appointed, went to Chickahamania, where we found the people expediting our 
coming j they ufed us kindly, and the next morning fat in council, to conclude their 
peace upon thefc conditions: • 

Firfl:, they fliottld for ever be called Englifhmen, and be true fubje&s to King James 
and his deputies. 

Secondly, neither to kill nor detain any of our men, nor cattle, but bring them home. 

Thirdly, to be always ready to furnifh us with three hundred men, againft the Spa¬ 
niards, or any. 

Fourthly, they fhall not enter our towns, but fend word they are new Engliflimen. 

Fifthly, that every fighting man, at the beginning of harveft, fhall bring to our ftore 
two bu/hcls of com, for tribute, for which they fhall receive fo many hatchets. 

Lnftly, the eight chief men fhould fee all this performed, or receive the punifhment 
themfelves; for their diligence they fhould have a red coat, a copper chain, and King 
James’s picture, and be accounted his noblemen. 

All this they concluded with a general affent, and a great fliout to confirm it; then 
one of the old men began an oration, bending his fpeech firfl to the old men, then to 
the young, and then to the women and children, to make them underftand how 
ftridly they were to obferve thefc conditions, and we would defend them from the fury 
of Powhatan, or any enemy whatfoever, and furnifh them with copper, beads, and 
hatchets ; but all this was rather for fear Powhatan and we, being Yo linked together, 
would bring them again to his fubje&ion ; the which to prevent, they did rather choofe 
to be pfoteded by us, than tormented by him, whom they held a tyrant. And thus 
we returned again to James Tpwn. 

When our people were fed out of the common ftore, and laboured jointly together, 
glad was he could flip from his labour, of flumber over his talk he cared not how, nay, 
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the' mofthoneft amongfi them would, hardly take fo much, true pains in a week, a* 
now for themfelves they will do in a day; neither*cared they for the increafe, pre¬ 
fuming that howfoever the harveft proipered, the general ftore muft maintain them, fo 
that we reaped not fo much corn from the labours of thirty, as now three or four do 
provide for themfelves. To prevent which, Sir Thomas Dale hath allotted every man- 
three acres of clear ground, in the nature of farms, except the Bermudas, who are ex¬ 
empted, but for one month’s fervicc in the year, which muft neither be in feed-time 
lior harveft; for which doing, no other duty they pay yearly to the ftore, but two 
barrels, and a half of corn (from all thofe farmers, whereof the firft was William Spence, 
an honeft, valiant, and an induftrious man, and hath continued from 1607 to this pre- 
fent,) from thofe is expe&ed fuch a contribution to the ftore, as we fhall neither want 
for ourfelves, nor to entertain our iupplies; for the reft, they are to work eleven 
months for the ftore, and hath one month only allowed them to get provifion to keep 
them for twelve, except two bufhels of corn they have out of the ftore ; if thofe can 
live fo, why fiiould any fear ftarving ; and it were much better to deny them paflage, 
that would not ere they come, be content to engage themfelves to thofe conditions: for 
only from the flothful and idle drones, and none ellc, hath fprung* the manifold imputa¬ 
tions Virginia innocently hath undergone; and therefore I would deter fuch from coming 
here, that cannot well brook labour, except they will undergo much punifhment and 
penury, if they efcape the feurvy j but for the induftrious, therfe is a reward fufficient; 
and if any think there is nothing but bread, 1 refer you to his relations that difeovered 
the country firft. 

The Government left to Sir Thomas Dale , upon Sir Thomas Gates's Return for England. 

SIR Thomas Dale underftanding there was a plantation of Frenchmen in the north 
part of Virginia, about the degrees of 45, fent Captain Argali to l*brt Royal and Santa 
Crux, where finding the Frenchmen abroad, difperfed in the woods, l'urprifcd their • 
{hip and pinnace, which was but newly come from France, wherein was much good ap¬ 
parel, and other provifion, which he brought to James Town, but the men efcaped, and 
lived among the favages of thofe countries. 

It pleafed Sir Thomas Dale, before my return to England, becaufe I would be able 
ttUpeak fomewhat of my own knowledge, to give tne leave to vilit Powhatan and his 
court * being provided, 1 had Thomas Savage with me for my interpreter $ with him, 
and two favages for guides, I went from the Bermuda in the morning, and came to 
Matchet the next night, where the King lay upon the river of Pamaunke; his entertain¬ 
ment was ftrange to me; the boy he knew well, and told him, “ My child, I gave you 
leave, being my boy, to go fee your friends, and thefe four years I have not feen you, 
nor heard of my own man Namoutack,! fent to England, though many (hips fince have 
been returned thence.” Having done with him, he began with me, and demanded 
for the chain of pearl he fent his brother Sir Thomas Dale, at his firft arrival, which 
was a token betwixt them, whenever he fiiould fend a mefienger from himfelf to him, 
he fiiould wear that chain about his neck, fince the peace was concluded, otherwife he 
was to bind him, and fend him home. 

It is true. Sir Thomas Dale had fent him fuch word, and gave his page order to give 
it me, but he forgot it, and till this prefent 1 never heard of it; yet I replied I did know 
there was fuch an order, but that was when upon a fudden he fiiould have occafion to 
find an Engliihman without an Indian guide *, but if his otm people fiiould conduct his 
mefienger, as two of his did me, who knew my meflage, it was fufficient; with 
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which anfwer he was contented, and fo conducted us to his houfe, where was a guard 
of two hundred bow-men, that always attend his perfon. The firft thing he did, he of¬ 
fered me a pipe of tobacco, then aiked me how his brother Sir Thomas Dale did, and 
hiS daughter, ahd unknown fon, and how they lived, loved, and liked. I told him his 
brother was well, and his daughter fo contented, {he would not live again with him; 
whereat he laughed, and demanded the caufe of my coming. I told him my meffage 
was private, and I was to deliver it only to himfelf and Papafchicher, one of my guides 
that was acquainted with it; inftantly he commanded all out of the houfe, but only his 
two Queens, that always fit by him; and bade me fpeak on. 

h told him, by my interpreter. Sir Thomas Dale hath fent you two pieces of copper, 
five firings of white and blue beads, five wooden combs, ten fi(h-hooks> a pair of 
knives, and that when you would fend for it, he would give you a grind ftone. All this 
pleafed him: but then I told him his brother Dale, hearing of the feme of his youngeft 
daughter, defiring in any cafe he would fend her by me unto him, in tefiimony of his 
love, as well for that he intended to marry her, as the defire her After had ter fee her, 
•becaufe being now one people, and he defirous for ever to dwell in his country, he 
conceived there could not be a truer aflurance of peace and friendihip, than in fuch a 
natural band of an united union. 

I needed not entreat his anfwer by his oft interrupting me in my fpeech j and pre. 
fently with much gravity he thus replied: 

“ I gladly accept your falute of love and peace, which while I live, I {hall exaftly 
keep; his pledges thereof I receive with no lefs thanks, although they are not fo ample 
as formerly he had received: but for my daughter, l have fold her within this few days 
to a great Werowance, for two bufliels of rawrenoke, three days journey from me.” I 
replied, I knew his greatnefs in reftoring the rawrenoke; might call her again to 
gratify his brother, ami the rather, becaufe fhe was but twelve years old; alluring him, 
befides the band of peace, he Ihould have for her three times the worth of the 
rawrenoke in beads, copper, hatchets, &c. His anfwer was, he loved his daughter as 
his life; and though he had many children, he delighted in none fo much as {he, whom 
if he Ihould not often behold, he could not polfibly live, which lhe living with us he 
could not do. Having refolved upon no terms to put himfelf into our hands, or come 
amongft us, therefore defired me to urge him no further, but return his brother this 
anfwer: that, “ I defire no firmer aflurance of his friendihip than the promife he hath 
made: from me he hath a pledge, one of my daughters, which fo long as lhe lives {hall 
be fufficient, when lhe dies, he shall have another: I hold it not a brotherly part to 
defire to bereave me of my two children at once. Farther, tell him, though he had no 
pledge at all, he need not diftruft any injury from me or my people; there have been 
too many of his men and mine {lain, and by my occafion there {hall never be more, 
(I, which have power to perform it, have faid it^ although I Ihould have juft caufe, for 
1 am now old, and would gladly end my days in peace: if you offer me injury, my 
country is large enough to go from you: thus much I hope will fatisfy my brother. 
Now becaufe you are weary, and I fleepy, we will thus' end.” So commanding us 
vi&uals and lodging, we refted that night; and the next morning he came to vifit us, 
and kindly conduced us to the beft cheer he had. William Parker. 

While I here remained, by chance came an Engliflunan, whom there had been fur- 
prifed three years ago at Feng Henry, grown fo like, both in complexion and habit 
like a favage, I knew him notfbut by his tongue: he defired me to procure his liberty, 
which I intended, and fo far urged Powhatan, that he grew difeontented, and toId me, 
you have one of my daughters, and I am content; but you cannot fee one of your men 
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with me, but you muft have him away, or break friendfhip; if you muft needs have 
him, you (hall go home without guides, and if any evil befall you, thank yourfelves: I 
told him I would, but if I returned not well, he muft expeCt a revenge; and his brother 
might have juft caufe to fufpeCt him. So in pafiiohheleft me till (upper, and then gave 
me fuch as he had with a cheerful countenance: about midnight he awaked us, and 
promifed in the morning my return with Parker: but I muft remember his brother to 
fend him ten great pieces of copper, a (having-knife, a frow, a grind ftone, a net, fi(h- 
hooks, and fuch toys; which left I (hould forget, he caufed me write in a table-book he 
had; however he got it, it was a fair one; I defired he would give it me ; he told me no, 
it did him much good in (hewing to ftrangers; yet in the morning when we departed, 
having furnilhed us well with provifion, he gave each of us a buck’s (kifi as well drefied 
as could be, and fent two more to his fon and daughter: and fo we returned to 
James Town. 

Written by Mr. Ralph Hamor and John Rolph. 

I have read the fubflance of this relation in a letter written by Sir Thomas Dale, 
another by Mr. Whitaker, and a third by Mr. John Rolfe, how < careful they were to 
inftruCt her in chriftianity, and how capable and defirous (he was thereof; after (he had 
beta fome time thus tutored, (he never had defire to go to her father, nor could well 
endure the fociety of her own nation; the true affeCtion L (he conftantly bore her 
hufband was much ; and the ftrangc apparitions and violent paflions he endured for her 
love, as he deeply protefted, was wonderful; and (he openly renounced her country’s 
idolatry, confeffed the faith of Chrift, and was baptized, but either the coldnefs of the 
adventurers, or the bad ufage of that was collected, or both, caufed this worthy knight 
to write thus: “ Oh why (hould fo many princes and noblemen engage them (elves, and 
thereby intermeddling herein, have caufed a number of fouls transport thcmfclves, and 
be tranfported hither ? Why (hould they, I fay, relinqui(h this flk glorious an action: 
for if their ends be to build God a church, they ought to perfevere; if otherwife, yet 
their honour engageth them to be conftant; howl'oever they (land affected, here is 
enough to content them. Thefe are the things have animated me to (lay a little feafon 
from them, I am bound in confcience to return unto; leaving all contenting pleafures 
and mundall delights, to refide here with much turmoil, which 1 will rather do than 
fee God’s glory diminilhed, my King and country dilhonoured, and thefe poor fouls i 
have in charge revived, which would quickly happen if I (hould leave them; Co few I 
have with me fit to command or manage the bufinefs : Mr. Whitaker, their preacher, 
complaineth, and much mufeth, that fo few of ou/ Englifh minifters, that were fo hot 
againft the furplice and fubfeription come hither, where neither is fpoken of. Do they 
not wilfully hide their talents, or keep themfelvcs at home, for fear of lofing a few 
pleafures ; be there not any among them of Mofes’s mind, and of the apoftlos, that 
forfook all to follow Chrift ? but 1 refer them to the Judge of all hearts, and to the 
King that (hall reward every one according to his talent. 

from Virginia, June 18, 1614, 

The bufinefs being brought to this perfection, Captain Argali returned for England 
in the latter end of June 1614, arriving in England, and bringing thefe good tidings to 
the council and company by the afiiftances of Sir Thomas Gates, that alfo had returned 
from Virginia but the March before; it was prcfently. concluded, that to fupolv 
this good luccefs with all expedition, the (landing l^tery (hould be drawn with 
all diligent. conveniency, and that pofterity may remenwr upon occafion to ufe the 
like according to the declaration, I think it not amifs to remember thus much. 


The 
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The Contents of the Declaration of the Lottery publijhed by the Council 

IT is apparent to the world, by how many former proclamations, we manifefted Qur 
Intents to have drawn out the great Handing lottery long before this, which not felling 
out as we defired,'and others expe&ed, whofe monies are adventured therein, we 
thought good, therefore, for the avoiding all unjuft and finifter conftru&ions, to re- 
folve the doubts of all indifferent minded, in three fpecial points for their better fatif- 
faction. 

But ere I go any further, let us remember there was a running lottery ufed a long 
time in St. Paul’s Church-yard, where this flood, that brought into the treafury good 
fums of money daily, though the lot was but fmall. 

IJJow for the points: the firft is, for as much as the adventurers came in fo flackly 
for the year paft, without prejudice to the generality, in lofing the blanks and prizes, 
we were forced to petition to the Honourable Lords, who out of their noble care to 
further this plantation, have recommended their letters to the countries, cities, and 
good towns in England, which we hope by fending in their voluntary adventurers will 
fufficiently fupply us*. 

The fecond, for fatisfa&ion to all honeft well affe£led minds, is, that though this 
expe&ation anfwer no{ our hopes, yet we have not failed in our ChriftiAn care the good 
of that colony, to whom we have lately fent two fundry fupplies, and were they but 
now fupplied with more hands, we fhould foon rcfolve the divifion of the country by 
lot, and fo leflen the general charge. 

The third is, our conftant refolution, that feeing our credits are fo far engaged, to 
the Honourable Lords and the whole ftate, for the drawing this great lottery, which 
we intend fhall be without delay the 26th of June next, defiring all fuch as have un¬ 
dertaken with books to folicit their friends, that they will not withhold their monies till 
the laft month be expired, loft we be unwillingly forced to proportion a lefs value and 
number of our blanks and prizes, which hereafter followeth. 


Welcomes. 

Crowns. 


To him that firft fhall be drawn out with a blank - - - - -100 

To the fccond ----------- 50 

To the third --..-.--25 
To him that every day during the drawing of this lottery fhall be firft drawn 
out with a blank - -- -- -- - -10 


Prizes. 


1 Great prize of - 

2 Great prizes, each of 
4 Great prizes, each of 
6 Great prizes, each of 

10 Prizes, each of 
20 Prizes, each of 
100 Prizes, each of 
200 Prizes, eafh of 
400 Prizes, each of 


Crown*. 

4500 

2COO 

IOOO 

5 °° 

300 

200 

100 

5 ° 

20 


IOOO' 
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iooo Prizes, 
1000 Prizes, 
iooo Prizes, 
4000 Prizes, 
iooo Prizes, 
1000 Prizes, 


each of 
each of 
each of 
each of 
each of 
each of 


Rewards. 


To him that fhall be laft drawn oat with a biank 
To him that puttcth in the greateft lot under one name - 
To him that putteth in the fecond greateft number 
To him that putteth in the third greateft number - 
To him that putteth in the fourth greateft number 
If divers be of equal number, their rewards are to be divided proportionally, 



Crowns. 

m 

IO 


m m 

8 


m 

6 


m m 

4 


'm m 

3 


m •» 

2 




Ciowns. 

m « 

- 

2 5 

5 - 

- 

400 

- 

- 

30,0 

• M 

- 

209 

. 

«■ 

IOO 


Addition of new Rewards. 

The blank, that (hall be drawn out next before the great prize (hall have - 25 

The blank that fhall be drawn out next after the faid great prize - - 25 

The blanks that fhall be drawn out immediately before the two next great 
prizes fhall have each of them - - - - - - -,20 

The fcvcral blanks next after them, each fhall have - - - 20 

The feveral blanks next before the four great prizes, each fhall have - 15 

The feveral blanks next after them, each fhall have - - - - 15 

The feveral blanks next before the fix great prizes, each fhall have - - 10 

The feveral blanks next after them, each fliall have , - - 10 


The prizes, welcomes, and rewards fliall be paid in ready money, plate, or other 
goods reafonably rated; if any diflike of the plate or goods, he fhall have money, 
abating only the tenth part, except in fmall prizes of ten crowns or under. 

The money for the adventurers is to be paid to Sir Thomas Smith, knight, and 
treafurer for Virginia, or fuch officers as he fliall appoint in city or country, under the 
cdlhmon feal of the company for the receipt thereof. . 

All prizes, welcomes, and rewards, drawn wherever they dwell, fhall of the treafurer 
have prefent pay ; and whofoever under one name or poefy payeth three pounds in 
ready money, fhall receive fix fhillings and eight-pence, or a filver fpoon of that value 
at his choice. 

' About this time it chanced a Spanifh fhip beat to and again before Point Comfort, 
and at laft fent afhore their boat as defirous of a pilot. Captain James Davis, the 
governor, immediately gave them one, but he was no fooner in the boat, but away 
they went with him, leaving three of their companions behind them, this fudden 
accident occafioned fome diftruft, and a ft riel examination of thofe three thus left, yet 
with as good ufage as our eflate could afford them. They only confeffed having loft 
their admiral; accident had forced them into thofe parts, and two of them were 
captains, and in chief authority in the fleet; thus they lived till one of them was found 
to be an Englifhman, and had been the Spaniards* pilot for England in 1588, and having 
here induced fome mal-contents to believe his proje&s, to run away with a fmall bark, 
which was apprehended, fome executed, and he expecting but the hangman’s courtefy, 

dire&ly 
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dire&ly confeflfed that two or three Spanifli fliips was at fea, purpofely to difcover the 
eftate of the colony, but their colhmiffion was not to be opened till they arrival in 
the bay, fo that of any thing more he was utterly ignorant. One of the Spaniards at 
laft died, the other was fent for England, but this reprieved, till Sir Thomas Dale 
hanged him at fea in his voyage homeward j the Englifh pilot they carried for Spain 
whom after a long time imprifonment, with much fuit was returned for England. * 
Whilft thofe things were effefting, Sir Thomas Dale having fettled to his thinking 
all things in good order, made choice of one Mr. George Yearly to be deputy- 
governor in his abfence, and fo returned for England, accompanied with Pocahontas, 
the Jung'S daughter, and Mr. Rolfeher hufband, and arrived at Plymouth the rath 
of June 1616. 


The Government left to Captain Tcarly. 

NOW a little to commentary upon all thefe proceedings, let me leave but this as a 
.caveat by the way; if the alteration of government hath iubverted great empires, how 
dangerous is it then iit the infancy of a commonwealth ? The multiplicity of governors 
is a great damage to any ftate, but uncertain daily changes are burdenfome, becaufe 
their entertainments arc chargeable, and many will make hay whilft the fun doth 
fhine, however it fhall fire with the generality. 

This dear bought land with fo much blood and coft, hath only made fome few rich 
and all.the reft lofers. But it was intended at the firft, the firft undertakers fhould be 
firft preferred and rewarded, and the firft adventurers fatisfied, and they of all the reft 
are the moft negle&ed; and thofe that never adventured a groat, never faw the country 
nor ever did any fervice for it, employed in their places, adorned with their deferts 
and enriched with their ruins; and when they are fed fat, then in cometh others fo 
lean as they were, who through their omnipotency doth as much. Thus what one 
officer doth another undoth, only aiming at their own ends; thinking all the world 
derides his dignity, cannot fill his coffers being in authority with any thing. Every 
man hath his mind free, but he can never be a true member to that eftate, that to 
enrich himfelf beggars all the country. Which bad courfe there are many yet in this 
noble plantation, whofe true honour and worth as much fcorns it, as the other love it • 
fot* the nobility and gentry there is fcarce any of them expects any thing but the prof- 
perity of the action: and there arc fome merchants and others, I ain confidently 
perfuaded, do take more care and .pains, nay, and at their continual great charge* 
than they could be hired to for the love of money, fo honeftly regarding the general 
good of this great work, they would hold it worfc than facrilege, to wrong it but a 
ihilling, or extort upon the common foldiers a penny. But to the purpofe, and to 
follow the hiftory. 

Mr. George Yearly, now inverted deputy-governor by Sir Thomas Dale, applied 
himfelf for the moft part in planting tobacco, as the moft prefent commodity they 
could devife for a prefent gain, fo that every man betook himfelf to the beft place he 
could for the purpofe: now though Sir Thomas Dale had caufed fuch an abundance 
of corn to be planted, that every man had fufficient, vet the* fupplies fent us, 
came fo unfumiflied as quickly eafed us of our fuperfluity.' To relieve their neceffi- 
nes, he fent to the Chickahamanias for the tribute-corn Sir Thomas Dale and 
Captain Argali had conditioned for with them : but fuch a bad anfwer they returned 
him, that he drew together one hundred of his beft Ihot, with whom he went to 
Chickahamania} the people in fome places ufed him indifferently, but in moft places 
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•with much fcom and contempt, telling him he was but Sir Thomas Dale’s man', and 
they had payed his mailer according to condition, bilt to give any to him they had no 
fuch order, neither would they obey him as they had done his mailer; after he . had 
told them his authority, and that he had the fame power to enforce them that Dale 
had, they dared him to come on ihore to fight, prcfuming more of his not daring, 
than their own valour. Yearly feeing their infolcndes, made no great difficulty to 
go on ihore at Ozinies, and they as little to encounter him: but marching from thence 
‘ towards Mamanahunt, they put themielves in the fame order they fee us, lead by their 
Captain Kiflanacomen, governor of Ozinies, and fo marched dole along by us, each as 
threatening other who ihould firil begin. But that n.ght we quartered again it Mamaija- 
hunt, and they parted the river. The next day we followed them; there are few 
places in Virginia had then more plain ground together, nor more plenty of corn, 
which although it was but newly gathered, yet they had hid it in the woods v here 
we could not find it: a good time we 1’pcnt thus in arguing the caufo, the fa-ages 
without fear Handing in troops amongfl us, leaning as if ,their countenances had been 
fuflicient to daunt us : ’•what other practices they had 1 know not, but to prevent the 
worft, our captain caufed us all to make ready, and upon the word, to let fly among 
them, where he appointed : others alfo he commanded to feize on them they could 
for prifomrs ; all which being done according to our direction^ the captain gave the 
word, and we prefently difeharged, where twelve lay, fome dead, the refl for life 
fprawling on the ground, twelve more we took prifoners, two whereof were brothers, 
two of their eight ciders, the one took by Serjeant Boothe, the other by Robert, a 
Polonian ; near one hundred bufhels of corn we had for their ranfoms, which was 
promifed the foldiers for a reward, hut it was not performed : now Opechancanough 
had agreed with our captain for the fubjefting of thofc people, that neither he nor 
Powhatan could ever bring to their obedience, and that he Ihould make no peace with 
them without his advice: in our return by Ozinies with our prifoners, we met 
Opechancanough, who with much ado feigned with what pains he had procured their 
peace, the which to requite, they called him the King of Ozinies, and brought him 
from all parts many prefents of beads, copper, and fuch trafh as they had ; here as at 
many other times we were beholden to Captain Henry Spilman our interpreter, a gen¬ 
tleman who had lived long time in this country, and fometimes a prifoner among the 
favages, and done much good lervice, though but badly rewarded. From hence wfe 
marched towards James Town; we had three boats loaded with com and other luggage, 
the one of them, being more willing to be at James Town with the news than the 
other, was overfet, and eleven men caft away with the boat, corn and all their provi- 
fion; nofwithftanding, this put all the reft of the favages in that fear, efpecially in 
regard of the great league we had with Opechancanough, that we followed our labours 
quietly, and in fuch fccurity, that divers favages of other nations daily frequented us 
with what provifions they could get, and would guide our men on hunting, and often 
hunt for us themfelvcs. Captain Yearly had a lavage or two fo well trained up to 
their pieces, they were as expert as any of the Engli/h, and one he kept purpofely to 
JtiU him fowl. There were divers others had favages in like manner for their men. 
Thus we lived together as if we had been one people, all the time Captain Yearly 
flayed with us; but fuch grudges and difeontents daily increafed among ourfelvcs, that 
Upon the arrival of Captain Argali, font by the council and company to be our 
governor. Captain Yearly returned for England in the year 1617. 

From the,writings of Captain Nathaniel Powell, William 
Cantiull, Serjeant Boothe, Edward Gurcanev. 

9 During 
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During this time the Lady Rebecca, alias Pocahontas, daughter to Powhatan, by 
the diligent care of Mr. John Rolfe, her hufband and his friends, was taught to fpeak 
fuch Englifh as might well be underftood, well inflru&ed in chriftianity, and was 
become very formal and civil after our Englifh manner j fhe had alfo by him a child, 
which fhe loved mofl dearly, and the treafurcr and company took order both for the 
maintenance of her and it, befides there were divers perfons of great rank and quality 
had been very kind to her; and before fhe arrived at London, Captain Smith, to 
deferve her former courtefies, made her qualities known to the Queen's moft Excellent 
Majefly and her court, and wrote a little book to this effeft to the Queen: an abftraft 
whereof followcth: 


To the mojl high and virtuous Princrfs Queen Anne of Great Britain. 

Mofl admired Queen, 

THE love I bear my God, my King, and country, hath fo often emboldened me in 
the worfl of extreme dangers, that now honefly doth conftrahi me prefume thus far 
beyond niyfelf to pfefent Your Majefly this fhort difeourfe: if ingratitude be a deadly 
poifon to all honeit virtues, I mufl be guilty of that crime, if I fhould omit any means 
to be thankful. So it is. 

That foine ten years ago, being in Virginia, and taken prifoner by the power of Pow¬ 
hatan, their chief king, I received from this great favage exceeding great courtefy, efpe- 
cially.from his fon Nantaquaus, the mofl inanliefl, comeliefl, boldeft fpirit I ever faw in 
a favage, and his After Pocahontas, the king’s mofl dear and well-beloved daughter, 
being but a child of twelve or thirteen years of age, whofe compaflionate pitiful heart, 
of my defperate flate, gave me much caufe to refpect her; 1 being the firft chriflian 
this proud King and his grim attendants ever faw, and thus enthralled in their barbarous 
power, I cannot fay I felt the Jeaft occafion of want that was in the power of thofe my 
mortal foes to prevent, notwithflanding all their threats. After fome fix weeks fatting 
amongft thofe favage courtiers, at the minute of my execution, fhe hazarded the beating 
out of her own brains to fave mine, and not only that, but fo prevailed with her father, 
that I was fafely conducted to James Town, where I found about eight-and-thirty mife- 
rable poor and fick creatures, to keep pofleffion of all thofe large territories of Virginia, 
fuch was the wcaknefs of this poor commonwealth, as had the favages not fed us, we 
directly had flarved. 

And this relief, mofl gracious Queen, was commonly brought us by this Lady 
Pocahontas, notwithflanding all thefe paffages when inconflant Fortune turned our peace 
to war, this lender virgin would ftill not Ipare to dare to vifit us,and by her our jars have 
been oft appealed, and our wants ftill fupplied j were it the policy of her father thus 
to employ her, or the ordinance of God thus to make her his inftrument, or her ex¬ 
traordinary affection to our nation, I know not; but of this I am fure, when her father, 
with the utmoft of his policy and power, fought to furprize me, having but eighteen 
with me, the dark night could not affright her from coming through the irkfome woods, 
and with watered eyes, gave me intelligence, with her beft advice, to efcape his fury; 
which had he known, he had furely flain her. James Town, with her wild train, fhe 
as freely frequented as her father’s habitation ; and during the time of two or three 
years, fhe next, under God, was ftill the inftrument to preferve this colony from death, 
famine, and utter confufion, which if in thofe times had once been diffolved, Virginia 
might have lain as it was at our firft arrival to this day. Since then this bufinels having 
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been turned and varied by many accidents from that I left it at, it is moft certain, after 
along and troublefome war, after my departure, botwixt her father and bur colony, 
all which time Ihe was not heard of, about two years after (he herfelf was taken pri- 
foner, being fo detained near two years longer ; the colony by that means was relieved, 
peace concluded, and at laft, rejecting her barbarous condition, was married to an Englifft 
gentleman, with whom at this prelent Ihe is in England; the firft Chrillian ever of 
that nation, the firft Virginian ever fpake Knglifh, or had a child in marriage by an 
Englifhman, a matter furely, if my meaning be truly confidered and well underltood, 
worthy a Princefs’s underftanding. 

Thus, moil gracious Lady, I have related to Your Majefty, what at your beft leifure 
our approved hiftories will account you at large, and done in the time of Your Majefty’s 
life, and however this might be prelented you from a more worthy pen, it cannot from 
a more honeft heart; as yet I never begged any thing of the Hate, or any, and it isuny 
want of ability and her exceeding deferr, your birth, means and authority, her birth, 
virtue, want, and fimplicity, doth make me thus bold, humbly to befeech Your Majefty 
to take this knowledge of her, though it be from one fo unworthy to be the reporter as 
inyfelf, her hufband's eftate not being able to make her fit to attend Your Majefty : 
the mod and Icaft I can do, is to tell you this, becaufe none fo oft hath tried it as my- 
felf, and the rather being of fo great a fpirit, however her ftature : if flie Ihould not be 
well received, feeing this kingdom may rightly have a kingdom by her means; her 
prefent love to us and chriftianity, might turn to fuch fcora and fury, as to divert all 
this good to the worft of evil, where finding fo great a Queen Ihould do her fume 
honour more than file can imagine, for being fo kind to your fervants and fubjeds, 
would foravilh her with content, as endear her deareft blood to effect that Your Ma¬ 
jefty and all the King’s honeft fubjeds molt earneftly defire; and fo I humbly kifs 
your gracious hands. 

Being about this time preparing to fet fail for New England, I could not ftay to do 
her that fervice 1 defired, and Ihe well deferved ; but hearing Ihe was at Branford, with 
divers of my friends, I went to fee her: after a tnodeft faiutation, without any word, 
(he turned about, obfeured her face, as not leaning well contented ; and in that hu¬ 
mour, her hufband, with divers others, we all left her two or three hours, repenting 
myfelf to have writ Ihe could fpeak Exsglilh. But not long after, Ihe began to talk, 
and remembered me well what courtefies Ihe had done; laying, “ You did promifu 
Pojphatan what was yours fhould be his, and he the like to you ; you called him lather, 
being in his land a ftranger, and by the fame rcafou, fo mull 1 do you which, though 
I would have excufcd, 1 durll not allow of that title, becaufe Ihe was a King’s daughter. 
With a well-fet countenance, (he faid, “ Were you not afraid to come into mv father’s 
country, ami caufed fear in him and all his people (but me); and fear you here I Ihould 
call you father? 1 tell you then I will, and you Ihall call me child, and fo I will be for¬ 
ever and ever your countryman. They did tell us always you were dead, and I knew 
no other till I came to Plymouth; yet Powhatan did command Vetamatomakkin to 
leek you, and know the truth, becaufe your countrymen will lie much.” 

This favage, one of Powhatan’s council, being amongft them held an underftanding 
. fellow, the King purpofely fent him, as they fay, to number the people here, and inform 
him well what we were, and our ftate. Arriving at Plymouth, according to his direc¬ 
tions, he got a long ftick, whereon by notches he did think to have kept the number 
of'all the men he could fee, but he was quickly weary of that talk; coming to London, 
where by chance I met him, having renewed our acquaintance, where many were dc- 
firous to hear and fee his behaviour, he told me, Powhatan did bid him to find me out, 

to 
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to (hew him our God, the King, Queen, and Prince, I fo much had told them of: con¬ 
cerning God, I told him the beft f could; the King, I heard, he had feen, and the reft 
hefhould fee when he would; he denied ever to have feen the King, till by circum- 
ftanCes he was fatisfied he had; then he replied very fadly, “ You gave Powhata%a 
white dog, which Powhatan fed as himfelf; but your King gave me nothing, and I am 
better than your white dog.” 

The final! time I fluid in London, divers courtiers and others, my acquaintances, hath 
gone with me to fee her, that generally concluded, they did think God had a great HaM 
in her converfion, and they have feen many Englifh ladies worfe favoured, propor¬ 
tioned, and behavioured ; and as fince I have heard it pleafed both the King and Queen’s 
Majefty honourably to efleem her, accompanied with that honourable lady the Lady 
I)e la Warre, and that honourable Lord her hufband,and divers other perfons of good 
qualities, both publicly at the mafks and otherwife, to her great fatisfa&ion and con¬ 
tent, which doubtlafs fhc would have deferved, had fhe lived to arrive in Virginia. 

The Government devolved to Captain Samuel Argali , 1617. 

THE treafurer, council, and company having well fumifhed. Captain Samuel 
Argali, the lady Pocahontas alias Rebecca, with her hufband and others, in the good 
fhip called th<* George; it pleafed God, at Gravefend, to take this young lady to his 
mercy, where fhe made not more forrow for her unexpected death, than joy to the 
beholders, to hear and fee her make fo religious and godly an end. Her little child, 
Thomas Rolfe, therefore was left at Plymouth, with Sir Lewis Stukly, that defired the 
keeping of it. Captain Hamar, his vice-admiral, was gone before, but he found him 
at Plymouth. In March they fet fail, 1617, and in May he arrived at James Town, 
where he was kindly entertained by Captain Yearley and his company in a martial order, 
whofe right hand file was led by an Indian. In James Town he found but five or fix 
houfes, the church down, the pallifadoes broken, the bridge in pieces, the well of 
frefh water fpoiled ; the ftore-houfe they ufed for the church, the market-place, and 
ftreets, and all other fpare places planted with tobacco, the favages as frequent in their 
houfes as themfelves, whereby they were become expert in our arms, and had a great 
many in their cuflody and poffellion, the colony difperfed all about, planting tobacco. 
Captain Argali not liking thofe proceedings, altered them agreeable to his own mind, 
taking the beft order he could for repairing thofe dcfc&s, which did exceedingly 
trouble us ; we were conflrained ev?ry year to build and repair our old cottages, which 
were always a decaying in all places of the country ; yea, the very courts of guard 
built by Sir Thomas Dale, was ready to fall, and the pallifadoes not fufficient to keep 
out hogs. Their number of people were about four hundred, but not pafl two hun¬ 
dred fit for hufbandry and tillage: we found there in all one hundred and twenty-eight 
cattle, and fourfeore and eight goats, befides innumerable numbers of fwine; and good 
plenty of corn in fome places : yet the next year the captain fent out a frigate and a 
pinnace, that brought us near fix hundred bufhels more, which did greatly relieve the 
whole colony : for from the tenants we feldom had above foui; hundred bulhels of rent 
com to the (tore, and there was not remaining of the companies’ company, paft four- 
and-fifty men, women and children. 

This year having planted our fields, came a great drought, and fuch a cruel ftornt 
of hail, which did fuch fpoil both to the com and tobacco, that we reaped but fmall 
profit, the magazine that came in the George, being five months in her paflage, proved 
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very badly conditioned, but ere fhe arrived, we had gathered and made up our tobacco, 
the bell at three {hillings the pound, the reft at eighteen pence. 

To fupply us, the council and company, with all poifible care and diligence, fur* 
mffied a good fhip, of feme two hundred and fifty tons, with two hundred people and 
the Lord la Ware. They fet fail in April, and took their courfe by the wcftem ifles, 
where the governor of the ifle of Saint Michael received the Lord la Ware, and 
honourably feafted him, with all the content he could give him. Going from thence, 
they were long troubled with contrary winds, in which time many of them fell very fick, 
thirty died, one of which number was that moft honourable lord governor the Lord La 
Ware, whofe moft noble andgenerousdifpofitionis wellknown, to hisgreat coft, had been 
moft forward in thisbufmefs, for his country’s good : yet this tender ftate of Virginia 
was not grown to that maturity to maintain fuch ftate and pleafure as was fit for fuch 
a perfonage, with fo brave and great attendance : for fome fmall number of adven¬ 
turous gentlemen to make difcoveries, and lie in garrifon, ready upon any occafion to 
keep in fear the inconftant favages, nothing were more requifitc, but to have more to 
wait and play than work, or more commanders and officers than induftrious labourers, 
was not fo neceffary : for in Virginia, a plain foldier, that can' ufe a pick-axe and 
fpade, is better than five knights, although they were knights that could break a lance ; 
for men of great place, not inured to thofe encounters, when they find things not 
fuitable, grow many times fo difcontented, they forget themfelves, and oft become fo 
carelefs, that a difcontented melancholy brings to them much forrow, and to others 
much mifery. At laft they ftood in for the coaft of New England, where they met a 
fmall Frenchman, rich of beavers and other furs. Though we had here but fmall 
knowledge of the coaft nor country, yet they took fuch an abundance of fiffi and fowl, 
and fo well refrefhed themfelves there with wood and water, as by the help of God 
thereby, having been at fea fixteen weeks, got to Virginia, who without this relief had 
been in great danger to perilh. The Frenchmen made them fuch a feaft, with fuch 
an abundance of variety of fiffi, fowl, and fruits, as they all admired, and little ex- 

S efted that wild wiidernefs could afford fuch wonderful abundance of plenty. In this 
lip came about two hundred men, but very little provifion, and the fhip called the 
Treafurer came in again not long after with forty panengers ; the Lord la Ware ffiip, 
lying in Virginia three months, we victualled her with three fcore buffiels of corn, and 
eight hogffieads of fleffi, befules other victuals ffie fpent whilft they tarried there : this 
ffiip brought us advice that great multitudes were a preparing in England to be fent, 
and relied much upon that victuals they ffiould find here : whereupon our captain 
called a council, and writ to the council here in England the ftate of the colony, and 
what a great mifery would enfuc, if they fent not provifion as well as people; and 
whatthey did fuffer for want of fkilful hufbandmen, and means to fet their ploughs on 
work, having as good ground as any man can defire, and about forty bulls and oxen, 
but they wanted men to bring them to labour, and irons for the ploughs, and harnefs 
for the cattle. Some thirty or forty acres we had fown with one plough, but it ftood 
fo long on the ground before it was reaped, it was moft ffiaken, and the reft fpoiled 
with the cattle and rats in the bam, but no better corn could be for the quantity. 

Richard Killingfieck being with the captain at Kekoughtan, defired leave to return to 
bis wife at Charles Hundred, he went to James Town by water, there he got four more 
to go with him by land, but it proved that he intended to go trade with the Indians of 
Chifckahamania, where making ffiew of the great quantity of truck they had, which 
the lavages perceiving, partly for their truck, partly for revenge of fome friends they 
v pretended. 
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pretended jlhould have been (lain by Captain Yeariey, one of them, with an Englifh 

S iece, fhot Killingbeck dead; the other favages affaulted the reft and flew them, 
ripped them, ana took what they nad; but fearing this murther would come to light, 
and might caufe them to fufferforit, would now proceed to the pcrfeftion of villainy 5 
for prefently they robbed their Machacomocko houfe of the town, ftole all the Indian 
treafure thereout, and fled into the woods, as other Indians related. On Sunday folS 
lowing, one Parfkx, that dwelt a mile from the town, going to church, left: his wife 
and three fmall children fafe at home, as he thought, and a young youth : fhe fup- 
pofing prayer to be done, left the children, and went to meet her hufband ; prefently 
after came three or four of thofe fugitive favages, entered the houfe, and flew a boy 
and*three children, and alfo another youth that ftole out of the church in prayer time, 
meeting them, was likewife murdered. Of this difafter the captain fent to Opechan* 
kanough for fatisfa&ion ; but he excufed the matter, as altogether ignorant of it; at 
the fame time the favages that were robbed were complaining to Opechankanough, and 
much feared the Englifh would be revenged on them, fo that Opechankanough fent to 
Captain Argali, to allure him the peace fliould never be broken by him, defiring that 
■he would not revenge the injury of thofe fugitives upon the innocent people of that 
town, which town he Should have, and fent him a bafket of earth, as poffeffion given 
of it, and promifed, fo foon as poffibly they could catch thefe robbers, to fend him 
their heads fbrfatisfa&iop, but he never performed it. 

Samuel Argall, John Rolfe. 

A Relation from Mr. John Rolfe, June 15, 1618. 

CONCERNING the ftate of our new common-wealth, it is fomevvhat bettered, for we 
have fufficient to content ourfelves, though not in fuch abundance as is vainly reported 
in England. Powhatan died this laft April, yet the Indians continue in peace. Itopatin, 
his fecond brother, fucceeds hira, and both he and Opechankanough have confirmed our 
former league. On the ! ith of May, about ten of the clock in the night, happened a 
molt fearful tempeft, but it continued not paft half an hour, which poured down hail- 
ftones eight or nine inches about, that none durft go out of their doors, and though it 
tore the bark and leaves of the trees, yet we find not they hurt either man or bead ; 
it fell only about James Town, for but a mile to the ealt, and twenty to the weft there 
was no hail at all. Thus in peace every man followed his building and planting 
without any accidents worthy of note. Some private differences happened betwixt 
Captain Brufter and Captain Argall, and Captain Argall and the company here in 
England; but of them I am not fully informed, neither are they here for any ufe, and 
therefore unfit to be remembered. In December one Captain Stallings, an old planter 
in thofe parts, being employed by them of the weft country, for a li filing voyage, in New- 
England, fell foul of a Frenchman, whom he took, leaving his own {hip to return for 
England, hiinfelf with a fmall company remained in the French bark, fome fmall time: 
after upon the coaft, aijd thence returned to winter in Virginia. 


The Government furrrenefer to Sir George Yeariey. 

9 

FOR to begin w ith the year of our Lord 1619, there arrived a little pinnace privately 
from England about Eafter, for Captain Argall, who taking order for his affairs, within 
four or five days returned in her, and left for his deputy. Captain Nathaniel Powell. 

9 On 
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*bn the 1 8th of April, which was but tea or twelve days after, arrived Sir George 
Yearley, by whom we underftood Sir Edwin Sands yas chofen treafurer, and Mr. John 
Farrar his deputy, and what great fupplies was a preparing to be fent us, which did 
ravifh us fo much with joy and content, we thought ourfelves now fully fatofied for 
our long toil and labours, and as happy, men as any in the world. Notwithilanding, fuch 
an accident happened Captain Stallings, the next day his fliip was call; away, and he not 
long after flam in a private quarrel. Sir George Yearley, to begin his government, 
added to be of his council. Captain Francis Well, Captain Nathaniel Powell, Mr. John 
Fory, Mr. John Rolfe, and Mr. William Wickam, and Mr. Samuel Macocke, and 
propounded to have a general aflembly with all expedition. Upon the 12th of this 
month, came in a pinnace of Captain Bargpive’s, and on the 17th, Captain Lownes/and 
one Mr. Evans, who intended to plant themfelves at Waralkoyack, but now Opechan* 
kanough will not come at us, that caufes us to fufpeft his former promifes. 

In May came in the Margaret of Briftol, with four and thirty men, all well and in 
health, and alfo many devout gifts, and we were much troubled in examining fome 
fcandalous letters fent into England, to difgrace this country with barrennefs, to dif- 
courage the adventurers, and fo bring it and us to ruin and confqfion; notwithilanding 
we find by them of bell experience, an induftrious man not other ways employed, may 
well tend four acres of corn, and one thoufand plants of tobacco, and where they fay an 
acre will yield but three or four barrels, we have ordinarily fiuir or five, but of new 
ground, fix, feven,and eight, and a barrel ofpeafeand beans, which we efteetn as good 
as two of corn, which is after thirty or forty bulhels an acre; fo that one man may 
provide corn for five, and apparel for two, by the profit of his tobacco : they fay alfo 
Englilh wheat will yield but fixteen bulhels an acre, and we have reaped thirty; befides 
to manure the land, no place hath more white and blue marble than here, had we but 
carpenters to build and make carts and ploughs, and fkilful men that know how to 
ufe them, and train up our cattle to draw them, which though wc endeavour to effect, 
yet our want of experience brings but little to perfection but planting tobacco, and yet 
of that many are fo covetous to have much, they make little good; befides there are 
fo many fofillicating tobacco-mongers in England, were it never fo bad, they would 
fell it for Verinas, and the tralh that remaineth fhould be Virginia, fuch devililh bad 
minds we know fome of our own countrymen do bear, not only to the bufinefs, 
but alfo to our mother England herfelf; could they or durll they as freely defame 
her. 

**The 25th of June came in the Trial with corn and cattle all in fafety, which took 
from us clearly all fear of famine; then our governor and council caufed burgclfes to 
be chofen in all places, and met at a general aflembly, where all matters were debated 
thought expedient for the good of the colony, and Captain Ward was fent to Monahigan 
in New England, to fifh in May, and returned the latter end of May, but to fmall pur- 
pofe, for they wanted lalt: the George alfo was fent to Newfoundland with the Cape 
merchant; there fhe bought fifh, that defrayed her charges, and made a good voyage in 
feven weeks. ■ About the laft of Augufl came in a Dutch man of war that fold us 
twenty negroes, and lapazous, King of Patawomeck, came to James Town, to defire 
two mips to come trade in his river, for a more plentiful year of corn had not been in 
a long time, yet very contagious, and by the treachery of one Poule in a manner 
turned heathen, we were very jealous the favages would furprife us. The governors 
have bounded four corporations; which is the companies, the univerfity, the gover¬ 
nors and glebe land: Enfign William Spencer, and Thomas Barret a ferjeant, with 
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fome others of the ancient planters being fet free, we are the firfl: fanners that went 
forth, and have chofen places to their content, fo that now knowing their own land, 
they ftrive who fhould exceed in building and planting. The fourth of November 
the BoSanoua came in with all her people luftly and well; not long after one Mr. 
Dinner feut out by fome of Plymouth, for New England, arrived in a bark of five tons, 
and returned the next fpring; notwithftanding the ill rumours of the unwholefotnenefs 
of James Town, the new comers that were planted at Old Pafpaheghe, little more than 
a mile from it, had their healths better than any in the country. In December Captain 
Ward returned from Patawomeck ; the people there dealt falfly with him, fo that he 
took 800 bulhels of corn from them perforce. Captain WodditFe of Briftol, came in 
not lftng after, wkh all his people Iufly and in health, and we had two particular gover¬ 
nors fent us, under the titles of deputies to the company, the one to have charge of the 
College Lands, the other of the Company’s: now you are to undcrftand, that becaufe 
there have been many complaints againft the governors, captains, and officers i« 
Virginia, for buying and felling men and boys, or to be let over from one to another 
for a yearly rent, was held in England a thing mod intolerable, or that the tenants or 
lawful fervants Ihould Ije put from their places, or abridged their covenants, was fo 
odious that the very report thereof brought a great fcandal to the general action. The 
council in England did fend many good and worthy inftru&ions for the amending thofe 
abufes, and appointed a hundred men Ihould, at the companies’ charge be allotted and 
provided to ferve and attend the governor during the time of his government, which 
number he was to make good at his departure, and leave to his fuccelfor in like manner, 
fifty to*the deputy-governor of the College Land, and fifry to the deputy of the 
Company’s Land, fifty to the treafurer, to the fecrotary five and twenty, and more to 
the marfhal and Cape merchant; which they are alfo to leave to their fucceflors, and 
likewife to every particular officer fuch a competency, as he might live well in his 
office, without opprefling any under their charge, which good law I pray God it be well 
obferved ; and then we may truly fay iu Virginia, we are the tnoft happy people in the 
world. 

By me, John Rolfs., 

There went this year by the Companj’s records eleven fhips and twelve hundred and 
.fix'een perfons to be thus difpolcd on : tenants for the governor’s land four fcore, be*- 
fidcs fifty fent the former fpring ; for the Company’s land a hundred and thirty ; for 
the college a hundred ; for the glebe land fifty ; young women to make wives ninety 
fervants for public fervice fifty ; and ’fifty more whofc labours were to bring up thirty 
of the infidels’ children ; the reft were lent to private plantations. 

Two perfons unknown have given fair plate and ornaments for two communion, 
tables, the one at the college, the other at the church of Mrs. Mary Robinfon, who- 
towards the foundation gave two hundred pounds; and another unknown perfon fent. 
to the treafurer live hundred and fifty pounds, for the bringing up of the favage chil¬ 
dren in Chriftianity. Mr. Nicholas Farrar, deceafed, hath by his will given three hun¬ 
dred pounds to the college, to be paid when there fhall be ten young favages placed in 
if; in the mean time lour-and-twenty pounds yearly to be diftributed unto three difereet 
and godly young men in the colony, to bring up three wild young infidels in fome goo<fc. 
courfe of life; alfo there were granted eleven patents, upon condition, to tranfport: 
people and cattle to incrcafe the plantation- 
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A defperate Sea-fight betwixt two Spanijh Men of War and a /mail Englifii Shift ett the 
IJle of Dominica, going to Virginia , by Captain Anthony Chejler. 

HAVING taken our journey towards Virginia in the beginning of February, a {hip 
called the Margaret and John, of one hundred and fixty tons, eight iron pieces and a 
falcon, with eighty paffengers bcfidcs failors, after many tempeus and foul weather, 
about the 14th of March we were in 13 and a half of northerly latitude, where we 
deferiod a fliip at hull: it being but a fair gale of wind, we edged towards her to fee 
what (he was, but Ihe prefently fet fail, and ran us quickly out of fight. This made 
us keep our courfc for Metfalina, and the next day pafling Dominica,, we came to an 
anchor at Guadaloupe, to lake in frcih water. Six Frenchmen there, call away fixteeti 
months ago, came aboard us; they told us, that a Spanifli man of war, but feven days 
before, was fetking his confort; and this was Ihe we deferied at hull. At Mevis wc 
intended to refrelh ourl'elves, having been eleven weeks peftered in this unwholcfonie 
{hip; but there we found two tall (hips with the Hollanders’ colours, but necelliiy 
forcing us on {hore, we anchored fair by them, and in friendly manner font to hail 
them; but feeing they were Spaniards, retiring to our {hip, Wiey font fuch a volley 
of {hot after us, that {hot the boat, fplit the oars, and fome through the cloaths, yet 
not a man hurt; and then followed with their great ordnance, that many times over¬ 
raked our (hip, which being fo cumbered with the paffengers* provifions, our ordnance 
was not well fitted, nor any thing as it fliould have been; but perceiving what they 
were, we fitted ourfelves the belt we could to prevent a mifehief, feeing the/n warp 
themfelves to windward, we thought it not good to be boarded on both fides at an an¬ 
chor ; we intended to fet fail, but that the vice-admiral battered fo hard our {larboard 
fide, that we fell to our bufinefs, and anfwered their unkindnefs with fuch fair {hot 
from a demi-culverine, that {hot her between wind and water, whereby {he was glad 
to leave us and her admiral together. Coming fair by our quarter, he took in his 
Holland flag, and put forth his Spanifli colours, and fo hailed us. 

We quietly and quickly anfwered him, both what we were and whither bound, 
relating the effett of our commiflion, and the caufe of our coming thither for water, 
and not to annoy any of the King of Spain’s fubjeds, nor any. She commanded us 
amain for the King of Spain; we replied, with enlarging the pardculars, what friends 
J*oth the Kings, our. matters, were ; and as we would do no wrong, we would take none. 
They commanded us aboard to {hew our commiflion, which we refufed, but if they 
would fend their boat to us willingly, they fliould lee it. But for anfwer they made 
two groat {hot at us, with a volley of fmall {hot, which caufed us to leave the decks; 
then, with many ill words, they laid us aboard, which caufed us to raife our main-fail, 
and give the word to our fmall {hot, which lay dole and ready, that paid them in fuch 
fort, they quickly retired. The fight continued half an hour, asJf we had been envi¬ 
roned with fire and fmoke, until they difeovered the walle of our {hip naked, where 
they bravely boarded us loofe for loofe, hailing with pikes and fwords to enter, but it 
pleafed God fo to direct our captain, and encourage our men with valour, that our 
pikes being formerly placed under our half-deck, and certain Ihot lying clofe for that 
purpofe under the port-holes, encountered them fo rudely, that their fury was not 
only rebated, but their haftinefs intercepted, and their whole company beaten back: 
many of our men were hurt, but I am fure they had two for one. 

IlTthe end they were violently repulfed, until they were reinforced to charge again 
by their commands, who {landing upon their honours, thought it a great indignity to 
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be fo affttmttil, which caufed a fecond charge, and thatanfwcred with a fecond beating 
backs Captain grew toraged, and conftrained them to come on T again 

afrefhj^Wich they did fg effectually, that queftionlefs it had wrought an alteratibo,^|f 
the toffeth monarchies, and teareth mountains, had not taught us to tofsPoctfr 

pikes %ith profperous events, and poured out a volley of fmall Ihot amongft thetn> 
whereby that valiant commander was flain, and many of his foldiers dropped down 
likewife on the top of the hatches. This we favv with our eyes, and rejoiced with it at 
our hearts, fo that we might perceive good fuccefs comington ; our captain prefently 
took advantage of their difeomfiture, though with much commiferatjon of that refolutc 
captain, and not only plied them again with our ordnance, but had more (hot un¬ 
der the pikes, frhich was bellowed to good purpofe, and amazed our enemies with 
the fuddennefs. 

Amongft the reft, one Lucas, our carpenter’s mate, muft not be forgotten, who 
perceiving a way how to annoy them, as they were thus puzzled and in a confufion, 
drew out a minion under the half-deck, and there bent it upon them in fuch a manner, 
that when it was fire'd, the cafes of ftones and pieces of iron fell upon them lb thick, 
Os cleared the deck, and flew many j and in Ihort time we faw few afliiilants, but fuch 
as crept from place to place covertly from the fury of our Ihot, which now was thicker 
than theirs : for although as far as we may commend our enemies, they had done 
fomething worthy of commendations ; yet, either wanting men, or being overtaken 
with the unlooked for valour of our men, they now began to fltrink, and give us leave 
to be wanton with our advahtage. Yet we could only ufe but four pieces of ordnance, 
but they*fcrved the turn as well as all the reft : for Ihe was (hot fo oft between wind and 
water, we law they were willing to leave us, but by reafon flic was fall in the larch of 
our cable, which in hafte of weighing our anchor hung aloof, Ihe could not clear 
hcrfelf as Ihe wrought to do, till one cut the cable with an axe, and was flain by freeing 
us. Having been aboard us two hours and a half, feeing herfelf clear, all the Ihot 
we had played on both Tides, which lafted till we were out of fhot, then we difeovered 
the vice-admiral coming to her afliltance, who began a-far off to ply us with their 
ordnance, and put us in mind wc had another work in hand. Whereupon we l'eparated 
the dead and hurt bodies, and manned the fliip with the reft, and were fo well encouraged 
we waifed them amain. The admiral flood aloof off, and the other would not come 
within falcon fhot, where fhe lay battering us till fhe received another payment from a 
dcmiculvering, which made her bear with the flicre for fmooth water to mend her 
leaks. The next morning they both came up again with us, as if they had determined 
to devour us at once, but it feemed it was but a bravado, though they forfook not our 
quarter for a time within mufket fhot: yet all the night only they kept us company, 
but made not a fhot, during which time we had leifure to provide us better than before; 
but Ged be thanked they made only but a fhew of another atTaulr, ere fuddenly the 
vice-admiral fell aftern, and the other lay fhakingin the wind, and fo they both left us. 
The fight continued fix hours, and was the more unwelcome, becaufe we were fo ill 
provided, and had no intent to fight, nor give occafion to difturb them. As for the 
lofs of men, if religion had not taught us what by the providence of God is brought, 
to pafs, yet daily experience might inform us, of the dangers of wafs, and perils at 
Tea, by ftorms, tempells, fhipwrccks, encounters with pirates, meeting with enemies, 
crofs winds, long voyages, unknown fhores, barbarous nations, and an hundred in- 
ronveniencies of which human policies aire not capable, nor men’s conjectures appre- 
lcnfive. We loft' Doclor Bohun, a worthy valiant gentleman, (a long time brought 
ip amongft the moft learned furgeons, and phyficians in Netherlands, and this his 
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fetond journey to Virginia); and feven flain outright, two died fhortly of their wounds, 
fixteen was fhot, whofe limbs God be thanked was recovered wtthom'maim, and 
now fettled in Virginia : how many they loft we know not, but we fawa dne^fnahy 
lie on the decks, and their & uppers run with blood, they were about thr^lurOdred 
tons a piece, each fixteen or twenty brafs pieces. Captain Chefter, who in the fight 
had behaved himfelf like a mod vigilant, refolute, and a courageous foldier, as aifo our 
honeft and valiant mafter, did ft ill fo comfort and encourage us by all the means they 
could, at laft to all our great contents we arrived in Virginia, and from thence returned 
fafely to England. 


• ' y 

The Names of the Adventurers for Virginia , alphabetically fet down , according to a 
printed Bock , fet out by the L'reafurer and Council in thisprefent Tear , 1620. 


Sir William Alifle, 

Sir Roger Afton, 

Sir Anthony Afhley, 

Sir John Akland, 

Sir Anthony Aucher, 

Sir Robert Afkwith, 

Doctor Francis Anthony. 

Charles Anthony, 

Edward Allen, 

Edmund Allen, Efquire, 

John Allen, 

Thomas Allen, 

William Atkinfon, Efquire, 

Richard Aflicroft, 

Nicholas Andrews, 

John Andrew^ the elder, 

John Andrews the younger, 

James Afcough, 

Giles Allington, 

Ifforris Abbor, 

Ambrofe Aften, 

James Afkcw, 

Anthony Abdey, 

John Arundel 1 , Efquire. 

B 

Edward, Earl of Bedford, 

James, Lord Bifhop of Bath and Wells, 
Sir Francis Barrington, 

Sir Morice Barkley, 

Sir John Benet, 

Sir Thomas Beamont, 

Sir A mias Bamfield, 
l Sir John Bourcher, 

Sir Edmond Bowyer, 

10 


Sir Thomas Bludder, 

Sir George Bolles, 

Sir John Bingley, 

Sir Thomas Button, 

Sir Henry Beddingfield, 
Company of barbers-furgeons. 
Company of bakers, 

Richard Banifter, 

John Bancks, 

Miles Bancks, 

Thomas Barber, 

William Bonham, 

James Bryerley, 

•William Bamers, 

Anthony Bamers, Efquire, 
William Brewfter, 

Richard Brooke, 

Hugh Brooker, Efquire, 
Ambrofe Brewfey, 

John Brooke, 

Matthew Bromridge, 
Chrjftopher Brooke, Efquire, 
Martin Bond, 

Gabriel Beadle, 

John Beadle, 

David Borne, 

Edward Barnes, 

John Badger, 

Edmund Brandvell, 

Robert Bowyer, Efquire. 
Robert Bateman, 

Thomas Britton, 

Nicholas Bcnfon, 

Edward Bifhop, 

Peter Burgoney, 

Thomas Burgoney, 


Robert 




smith’s VIRGINIA. 


RobayBiftWwey,; 
Chriftoplier Baron, 
Pete ^y i, 

John Buftoridge, 

Francis Burley, 

William Brown, 

Robert Barker, 

Samuel Burnham, 

Edw<yd Barkley,, 

William Bennet, 

Captain Edward Brewfter, 
Thomas Brocket, 

John Bullock, 

George Bache, 

Thomas Bayly, 

William Barkley, 

George Butler, 

Timothy Bathurft, 

George Burton, 

Thomas Bret, 

Captain John Brough 
Thomas Baker, 

John Blunt, 

Thomas Bayly, 

Richard and Edward Blunt, 
Mineon Burrell, 

Richard Blackmore, 
William Beck, 

Benjamin Brand, 

John Bufbridge, 

William Burrell, 

William Barrett, 

Francis Baldwin, 

Edward Barber, 

Humphry Bafic, 

Robert Bell, 

Matthew Bromrick, 

John Beaumont, 

George Barkley, 

Peter Battle, 

Thomas Bretton, 

John Blount, 

Arthur Bromfeld, Efquire, 
William Berbloke, 

Charles Beck. 


George Lord Archbiihop of Canterbury, 

s 
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William Lord Cranborne, now Earl of 
Salifbury, 

William Lord Compton, now Earl of 
Northampton, 

William Lord Cavendiih, now Earl of 
Devonlhire, 

Richard, Earl of Clanricard, 

Sir William Cavendiih, now Lord Caven¬ 
diih, 

Gray, Lord Chandos, 

Sir Henry Cary, 

Sir George Calvert, 

Sir Lionel Cfanfield, 

Sir Edward Cecill, 

Sir Robert Gotten, 

Sir Oliver Cromwell, 

Sir Anthony Cope, 

Sir Walter Cope, 

Sir Edward Carr, 

Sir Thomas Conilbie, 

Sir George Cary, 

Sir Edward Comvey, 

Sir Walter Chute, 

Sir Edward Culpeper, 

Sir Henry Cary, captain. 

Sir William Craven, 

Sir Walter Covert, 

Sir George Coppin, 

Sir George Chute, 

Sir Thomas Coventry, 

Sir John Cutts, 

Lady Cary, 

Company of Cloth-workers, 

City of Chichcfter, 

Robert Chamberlaine, 

Richard Chamberlaine, 

Francis Covill, 

William Coyle, Efquire. 

Abraham Chamberlayne, 

Thomas Carpenter, 

Anthony Crew, 

Richard Cox, 

William Crofley, 

James Chatfeild, 

Richard Cafwell, 

John Comelis, 

Randall Carter, 

Executors of Randall Carter* 

William Canning, 


Edward 
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Edward Carve, Enquire, 

Thomas Cannon, Efquire, 

Richard Champion, 

Rawiey Craihaw, 

. Henry Collins, 

Henry Cromwell, 

John Cooper, 

Richard Cooper, 

John Caffon^, 

Thomas Cohhurft, 

Allen Gotten, 

Edward Cage, 

Abraham Carthwright, 

Robert Coppin, 

Thomas Conock, 

John Ciapham, 

Thomas Church, 

William Carpenter, 

Laurence Campe, 

James Cambell, 

Chriftopher Clcthcroe, 

Matthew Cooper, 

George Chamber, 

Captain John Cooke, 

Captain Thomas Conwey, Efquire, 
Edward Culpeper, Efquire, 

Mailer William Craihaw, 

Abraham Colmer, 

John Culpeper, 

Edmund Colbey, 

Richard Cooper, 

Robert Crefwell, 

John Cage, Efquire, 

MaNhew Cave, 

William Crowe, 

Abraham Carpenter, 

John Crowe, 

Thomas Cordell, 

Richard Connock, Efquire, 

William Compton, 

* William Chefter, 

Thornes Covel, 

Richard Carmarden, Efquire,' 
William and Paul Canning, 

Henry Cromwell, Efquire* 

Simon Codrington, 

Clement Chichley, 

James Cullemore, 

William Cantrell. 


Richard Earl of Dorfet, 

Edward Lord Denny, 

Sir John Digbie, now Lord Digbffcj, 
Sir John Doderidge, 

Sir Drew Drewry the elder. 

Sir ’I'homas Dennis, 

Sir Robert Drewry, 

Sir John Davers, 

Sir Dudley Digs, , 

Sir Marmaduke Dorrel, 

Sir Thomas Dale, 

Sir Thomas Denton, 

Company of Drapers, 

Thomas Bond, Efquire, 

David Bent, Efquire, 

Company of Dyers,* 

Town of Dover, 

Mr. Richard Deane, alderman, 
Henry Dawkcs, 

Edward Dichfield, 

William Dunne, 

John Davis, 

Matthew Dequefter, 

Philip Durdent, 

Abraham Dawes, 

John Dike* 

Thomas Draper, 

Lancelot Davis, 

Rowley Dawfey, 

William Dobfon, Efquire, 

Anthony Dyot, Efquire, 

Avery Draufield, 

Roger Dye, 

John Downes, 

John Drake, 

John Delbridge, 

Benjamin Decroe, 

Thomas Dyke, 

Jeffery Duppa, 

Daniel Damelly, 

Sara Draper, 

Clement and Henry Dawkncy. 

E 

Thomas, Earl of Exeter, 

Sir Thomas Everficld, 

Sir Francis Egiock, 

Sir Robert Eqolph* 


John 



John Eldred, Efquire, 
WilW^j EvSls, 

Evans, 
HugsEvyans, , 

Ralph Ewens, Efquire, 
John Elkin, 

John Elkin, 

Robert Evelin, 
Nicholas Exton, 

John Exton, * 

George Etheridge. 


F 

Sir Moyle Finch, 

Sir Henry Fanlhaw, 

• Sir Thomas Freake, 

Sir Peter Frctchuile, 

Sir William Fleetwood, 

Sir Henry Fane, . 
Company of Fifhmongers, 
John Fletcher, 

John Farmer, 

Martin Freeman, Efquire, 
Ralph Freeman, 

William and Ralph Freeman, 
Michael Fetiplace, 

“William Fettiplace, 

Thomas Forclt, 

Edward Fleetwood, Efquire, 
William Felgate, 

William Field, 

Nicholas Ferrar, 

John Farrar, 

Giles Francis, 

Edward Fawcet, 

Richard Farrington, 

John Francklin, 

Richard Frith, 

John Feme, 

George Farmer, 

Thomas Francis, 

John Fenner, 

Nicholas Fuller, Efquire, 
Thomas Foxall, 

William Fleet, 

Peter Franck, Efquire, 

Richard Fifhborne, 

Wiliam Faldoe, 
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John Fletcher and Company, 
William Ferrars. 


Lady Elizabeth Gray, 

Sir John Gray, 

Sir William Godolfine, 

Sir Thomas Gates, 

Sir William Gee, 

Sir Richard Grobham, 

Sir William Garaway, 

Sir Francis Goodwin, 

Sir George Goring, 

Sir Thomas Grantham, 

Company of Grocers, 

Company of Goldfmiths, 

Company of Girdlers, 

John Geering, 

John Gardiner, 

Richard Gardiner, 

John Giibert, 

Thomas Grave, 

John Gray, 

Nicholas Griece, 

Richard Goddard, 

Thomas Gipps, 

Peter Gates, 

Thomas Gibbs, Efquire, 

Laurence Greene, 

William Greenwell, 

Robert Garfet, 

Robert Gore, 

Thomas Gouge, 

Francis Glanvile, Efquire. 

H 

Henry, Earl of Huntingdon, 

Lord Theophilus Howard, L. Walden, 
Sir John Harrington, L. Harington, 
Sir John Hollis, now Lord Hautein, 

Sir Thomas Holecroft, 

Sir William Harris, 

Sir Thomas Harefleet, t 
Sir George Haiward, 

Sir Warwick Ileaie, 

Sir Baptift Hicks, 

Sir John Hanham, 

Sir Thomas Horwell, 
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Sir Thomas Hewit, 

Sir Wiliiam Herrick, 

Sir Euftace Hart, 

Sir Pory Huntley, 

Sir Arthur Harris, 

Sir Edward Heron, 

Sir Perfevall Hart, 

Si i Ferdinando Heiborne, 

Sir Lawrence Hide, 

Mr. Hugh Hamerfley, Alderman, 
Mr. Richard Heron, Alderman, 
Richard Humble, Efquire, 

Mr. Richard Hackleuit, 

Edward Harrifon, 

George Holeman, 

Robert Hill, 

Griffin Hinton, 

John Hawkins, 

William Hancocke, 

John Harper, 

George Hawger, 

John Holt, 

John Huntley, 

Jeremy Heiden, 

Ralph Hamer, 

Ralph Hamer, jun. 

John Hodgefon, 

John Hanford, 

Thomas Harris, 

Richard Howell, 

Thomas Henlhaw, 

Leonard Harwood, 

Trif^am Hill, 

Francis Hafelridge, 

Tobias Hinfon, 

Peter Heightley, 

George Hawkenfon, 

Thomas Hackfhaw, 

Charles Hawkens, 

John Hodgis, 

William Holland, 

Robert Hartley, 

Gregory J^erft, 

Thomas Hodgis, 

William Hodgis, 

Roger Harris, 

John Harris, 

Mr. John Haiward, 
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James Haiwafd, 

Nicholas* Hide, Efquire, 

John Hare, Efquire, 

William Hackwell, Efquire, 
Greflam Hoogan, 

Humfrey Hanford, 

William Hafelden, 

Nicholas Hooker, 

Dodlor Anthony Hunton, 

John Hodfale, 

George Hooker, 

Anthony Hinton, 

John Hogfell, 

Thomas Hampton, 

William Hicks, 

William Holliland, 

Ralph Harrifon, 

Harman Harrifon. 

' I 

Sir Thomas Jermyn, 

Sir Robert Johnfon, 

Sir Arthur Ingram, 

Sir Francis Jones, 

Company of Ironmongers, 
Company of Innholders, 
Company of Imbroidercrs, 
Bailiffs of Ipfwich, 

Henry Jackfon, 

Richard Ironfide, 

Mr. Robert Johnfon, Aldermai 
Thomas Jones, 

William Jobfon, 

Thomas Johnfon, 

Thomas Jadwine, 

John Jofua, 

George Ifam, 

Philip Jacobfon, 

Peter Jacobfon, 

Thomas Juxfon, fen. 

James Jewell, 

Gabriel Jaques, 

Walter Jobfon, 

Edward James, 

Zachary Jones, Efquire, 
Anthony Irbye, Efquire, 
William Janfon, 

Humfrey Jobfon. 
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. K 

Sir Valentine Knightley, 
Sir Robert Killegrew, 

Sir Charles Kelke, 

Sir John Kaile, 

Richard Kirrill, 

John Kirrill, 

Ralph King, 

Henry Kent, 

Town of Kingflynne, 
Jonn Kettleby. Efquire, 
Walter Kirkham, Efquire. 


Henry, Earl of Lincoln, 

Robert, L. Lille, now Earl of Leicelter, 
Thomas, Lord La Ware, 

Sir Francis Leigh, 

Sir Richard Lowlace, 

Sir William Litton, 

Sir John Lewfon, 

Sir William Lower, 

Sir Samuel Leonard, 

Sir Samfon Leonard, 

Company of Leatherfellers, 

Thomas Laughton, 

William Lewfon. 

Peter Latham, 

Peter Van Lore, 

Henry Leigh, 

Thomas Levar, 

Chriftopher Landman, 

Morris Lewellin, 

Edward Lewis, 

Edward Lewkin, 

Peter Lodge, 

Thomas Layer, 

Thomas Lawfon, 

Francis Lodge, 

John Langley, 

David Loide, 

John Levitt, 

Thomas Fox and Luke Lodge, 

Captain Richard Linley, 

Arnold Lulls, 

William Lawrence, 

John Landman, 

Nicholas Lichffild, 


Nicholas Leate, 
Gedeon de Laune. 


M 

Philip, Earl of Montgomerie, 
Doftor George Mountaine, now 
Bifhop of Lincoln, 

William, Lord Mounteagle, now 
Morley, 

Sir Thomas Manfell, 

Sir Thomas Mildmay, 

Sir William Maynard, 

Sir Humphrey May, 

Sir Peter Manhood, 

Sir John Merrick, 

Sir George More, 

Sif Robert Manfell, 

Sir Arthur Mannering, 

Sir David Murray, 

Sir Edward Michelbom, 

Sir Thomas Middleton, 

Sir Robert Miller, 

Sir Canaliero Maicott, 

Do&or James Meddin, 

Richard Martin, Efquire, 

Company of Mercers, 

Company of Merchant Tailors, 
Otho Mowdite, 

Captain John Martin, 

Arthur Moufe, 

Adrian More, 

Thomas Mountford, 

Thomas Morris, 

Ralph Moorton, 

Francis Mapes, 

Richard Maplefden, 

James Monger, <• 

Peter Monfell, 

Robert Middleton, 

Thomas Maile, 

John Martin, 

Jofias Maude, 

Richard Morton, 

George Mafon, 

Thomas Maddock, 

Richard Moore, 

Nicholas Moone, 

Alfonfus Van Medkerk, 


Lord 


Lord 


Captain 
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Captain Henry Meoles, 

Edward Parkins, 

Philip Mutes, 

Edward Harkins’s widow* 

Thomas Mayall, 

Aden Perkins, 

Humphrey Marret, 

Thomas Perkin, 

Jarvis Mundz, 

Richard Partridge, 

Robert Mildmay, 

William Palmer, 

William Miller, 

Miles Palmer, 

Richard Morer, 

Robert Parkhurft, 

John Miller, 

Richard Percivall, Efquire, 

Thomas Martin, 

Richard Poyntell, 

John Middleton, 

George Pretty, 

Francis Middleton. 

George Pit, 

Allen Percy, 

N 

Abraham Peirce, 

Dudly, Lord North, 

Edmund Peirce, 

Francis, Lord Norris, 

Phenice Per, 

Sir Henry Nevill of Berklhire, 

Thomas Philips, 

Thomas Nicols, 

Henry Philpot, 

Chriftopher Nicols, 

Mr. George Profter, 

William Nicols, 

Robert Penington, ■ 

George Newce, 

Peter Peate, 

Jofeph Newberow, 

John Prat, 

Chriftopher Newgate, 

William Powell, 

Thomas Norincott, 

Edmund Peafhall, 

Jonathan Nuttall, 

Captain William Proude, 

Thomas Norton. 

Henry Price, 

Nicholas Pcwriffc, 

O 

Thomas Pelham, 

William Oxenbridge, Efquire, 

Richard Piggot, 

Robert OfHey, 

John Pawlet, Efquire, 

Francis Oliver. 

Robert Pory, 

Richard Paulfon. 

WiHUm, Earl of Pembroke, 

O 

William, Lord Paget, 

John, Lord l\tre. 

William Quickc. 

George Percy, Efquire, 

R 

Sir Chriftopher Parkins, 

Sir Robert Rich, now Earl 

Sir Amias Prefton, 

Sir Thomas Row, 


Sir Nicholas Parker, 
Sir William Poole, 
Sir Stephen Powell, 
Sir Henry Peyton, 
Sir James Ferrot, 

Sir John Pettus, 

Sir Robert Payne, 
William Payne, 
John Payne, 


Sir Henry Rainsford. 

Sir William Romney, 

Sir John Ratcliffe, 

Sir Stephen Ridlefdon, 

Sir William Ruffed, 

Mr. Edward Rotheram, Alderman, 
Robert Rich, 

Tedder Roberts, 

Henry Robinfon, 


John 
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John Ruffell, 

Richard Rogers, 

Arthur Robinfon, 

Robert Robinfon, 

Millicent Ramfden, 

John Robinfon, 

George Robins, 

Nicholas Rainton, 

Ilenry Rolffe, 

John* Reynolds,. 

Elias Roberts, 

llei.ry Rcignolds. F.fquire, 

William Rofcarrockc, Efquire; 
Humphrey Raymell, 

Richard Robins. 

S 

Henry, Earl of Southampton, 
Thomas, Earl of Suffolk^ 

Edward Seymour, Earl of Hertford, 
Robert, Earl of Salilbury, 

Marys Countcfs of Shrewlbury, 
Edmund, Lord Sheffield, 

Robert, Lord Spencer, 

John, Lord Stanhope, 

Sir John Saint John, 

Sir Thomas Smith, 

Sir John Samms, 

Sir John Smith, 

Sir Edwin Sandys, 

Sir Samuel Sandys, 

Sir Stephen Some, 

Sir Ralph Shelton, 

Sir Thomas Stcwkley, 

Sir William Saint John, 

Sir William Smith, 

Sir Richard Smith, 

Sir Martin Stutevill, 

Sir Nicholas Salter, 

Do&or Matthew Sutcliffe of Exeter, 
Captain John Smith, 

Thomas Sandys, Efquire, 

Henry Sandys, Efquire, 

George Sandys, Efquire, 

Company of Skinners, 

Company of Salters, 

Company of Stationers, 

John Stokley, 

Richard Staper, 
vox., xm. 
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Robert Singleton, 

Thomas Shipton, 

Cleophas Smith, 

Richard Srrongtharm, 

Hildebrand Sprufon, 

Matthew Scrivener, 

Othowell Smith, 

George Scot, 

Elewef Stapers, 

James Swift, 

Richard Stratford, 

Edmund Smith, 

Robert Smith, 

Matthias Springham, 

Richard Smith, 

Edward 'jmith, 

Jonathan Smith, 

Humphrey Smith, 

John Smith, 

George Swinhow, 

Jofeph Some, 

William Sheckley, 

John Southfck, 

Henry Shelley, 

Walter Shelley, 

Richard Snarfborow, 

George Stone, 

Hugh Shepley, 

William Strachey, 

IJrion Spencer, 

John Scarpe, 

Thomas Scott, 

William Sharpe, 

Stephen Sparrow, 

Thomas Stokes, 

Richard Shepard, 

Henry Spranger, 

William Stonnard, 

Stephen Sad, 

John Stockley, 

Thomas Stevens, 

Matthew Shepard, 

Thomas Sherwell, 

William Seabright, Efquire, 

Nicholas Sherwell, 

Auguftine Steward, 

Thomas Stile, 

Abraham Speckhard, 

Edmund Scot, 

Francis 
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Francis Smalman, 

Gregory Sprint, Efquire, 

Thomas Stacey, 

William Sandbatch, 

Auguftine Stuard, Efquire. 

T 

Sir William Twifden, 

Sir William Throckmorton, 

Sir Nicholas Tufton, 

Sir John Trever, 

Sir Thomas Tracy, 

George Thorpe, Efquire, 

Do&or William Turner, 

The Trinity-Houfe, 

Richard Turner, 

John Taverner, 

Daniel Tucker, 

Charles Towler, 

William Tayler, 

Leonard Townfon, 

Richard Tomlins, 

Francis Tate, Efquire, 

Andrew Troughton, 

George Tucker, 

Henry Timberlake, 

William Tucker, 

Lewis Tite, 

Robert Thornton. 


Sir Horatio Vere, 

*r Walter Vaughan, 

Henry Vincent, 

Richard Venne, 

Chriftopher Vertue, 

John Vaffell, 

Arthur Venne. 

*• 

W 

Henry Bifhop of Worcefter, 
Francis Weft, Efquire, 

Sir Ralph Winwood, 

Sir John Wentworth, 

Sir William Waad, 

Sir, Robert Wroth, 

Sir Percival Willoby, 

Sir Charles Wilmott, 

Sir Jofin Wats, 
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Sir Hugh Worrell, 

Sir Edward Waterhoufe, 

Sir Thomas Wilsford, 

Sir Richard Williamfon, 

Sir John Wolftenholm, 

Sir Thomas Walfingham, 

Sir Thomas Watfon, 

Sir Thomas Wilfon, 

Sir John Weld, 

Mrs. Kath. Weft, now Lady Conway, 
John Wroth, Efquire, ■■?, 

Captain Maria Winckfield, Efquire, 
Thomas Webb, 

Rice Webb, 

Edward Webb, 

Sands Webb, 

Felix Wilfon, 

Thomas White, 

Richard Wiffirg. 

William Williamfon, 

Ilumfrey Weft wood, 

Hugh Willcfton, 

Thomas Wheatley, 

4 William Wattey, 

William Webfier, 

James White, 

Edmund Winne, 

John Weft, 

John Wright, 

Edward Wooller, 

Thomas Walker, 

John Wooller, 

John Weftrow, 

Edward Welch, 

Nathaniel Waad, 

Richard Widowes, 

David Waterhoufe, Efquire, 

Captain Owen Winne, 

Randall Wetwood, 

George Wilmcr, Efquire, 

Edward Wilkes, 

I J eonard White, 

Andrew Willmer, 

Clement Willmer, 

George Walker, 

William Welbie, 

Francis Whiftler, 

Thomas Wells, 

Captain Thomas Winne, 


John 



jfalm Whittiflghara, 

Thomas Wheeler, 

William Willet, 7 
Devereufx Woogan, 

John Walker, ’ 

Thomas Wood, 

John Willet, 

Nicholas Wheeler, 

Thomas Wale, 

William Wilfton^ 

John "Waller, 

William Ward, 

William Willefton, 

John Water, 

That.mod generous and mod honourable Lord, the Earl of Southampton, being 
pleafed to take upon him the title of treafurer, and Mr. John Farrar his deputy, with 
l'uch inftrucfions as were neceflary, and admonitions to all officers to take heed of 
extortion, ingroffing commodities, foreftalling of markets, cfpecially to have a vigilant 
care, the familiarity of tte favages living amongft them made them not way to betray 
or furprife them, for the building of gueft-houfes to relieve the weak in, and that they 
did wonder in all this time they had made no difeoveries, nor knew no more than the 
very plate whereon they did ’ inhabit, nor yet could ever fee any return for all this 
continual charge and trouble, therefore they fent to be added to the council feven 
gentlemen, namely Mr. Thorp, C.aplain Ntice, Mr. Tracy, Captain Middleton, Captain 
Blount, Mr. John Pountas, and Mr. Harwood, with men, ammunition, and all things 
thought fitting : but they write from Virginia, many of the (hips were fo peftered with 
difealed people, and thronged together in their paflage, there was much ficknefs and a 
great mortality, wherefore they defired rather a few' able fufficient men well provided, 
than great multitudes: and becaufe there wore few accidents of note, but private adver¬ 
tisements by letters, we will conclude this year, and proceed to the next. 

Collected out of the Council’s Letters for Virginia. 

The inftxu&ions and advertifements for this year were both from England and 
Virginia, much like the lad : only whereas before they had ever a fufpicion of Ope- 
chankanough, and all the reft of the fiwages, they had an eye over him more than any ; 
but now they all write fo confidently of their allured peace with the favages, there is 
now no more fear nor danger either of their power or treachery, fo that every man 
planteth himfelf where he pleafeth, and followeth his bufinefs fecurely. But the time 
of Sir George Yearley being near expired, the council here made choice of a worthy 
young gentleman Sir Francis Wyat, to fucceed him, whom they forthwith furnilhed and 
provided, as they had done his predeceffors, with all the neceflary inftru&ions all thefe 
times had acquainted them for the converfion of the favages, the fuppreffing of planting, 
tobacco, and planting of corn, not depending continually to be fupplied by the lavages, 
but in cafe of ncceffity to trade with them, whom long ere this, it hath been promifed 
and expe&ed Ihould have been fed and relieved by the Englifh, not the Englifh by them ; 
dnd carefully to redrefs all the complaints of the needlefs mortality of their people, and 
by all diligence feek to fend fomething home to fatisfy the adventurers, that all this 
time had only lived upon hopes, grew fo weary and difeouraged, that it muft now be 
fubftancc that muft maintain their proceedings, and not letters, excufes, and promifes ; 

t 2 feeing 
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Thomas Warr, Efquire, 

David Wiffen, 

Garnet Wefton. 

Y 

Sir George Yeardley, now Governor of 
Virginia 
William Yong, 

Simon Yeomans. 

Z 

Edward, Lord Zouch, 

John Zouch, Efquire. 
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feeing they could get fo much and fuch great eftates for themfelves, as to fpend after 
the rate of one hundred pounds, two, three, four, five, fix, feven, eight, nine, ten, nay 
fome two or three thoufand pounds pearly, that were not worth fo many pence when 
they went to Virginia, can fcarce contain themfelves either in diet or apparel, gaming, 
and all manner of fuch fuperfluity, within a lefs compafs than our curious, collly, and 
confuming gallants here in England, which cannot poffibly be there fupported, but 
either by opprcfling the commonalty there, or deceiving the generality here, or both. 

Extracted out of the Council’s Letters for Virginia. 

From Virginia, by the relations of the chieftains there, and many I have conferred 
with, that came from thence hither, I have much admired to hear'of the incredible 
pleafure, profit, and plenty this plantation doth abound in, and yet could 5 ' never hear of 
any return but tobacco: but it hath oft amazed me to underftand how ftrangfily the 
favages hath been taught the ufe of our arms, and employed in hunting and fowling 
with our fowling-pieces, and our men rooting in the ground about tobacco, like l'wine; 
befides, that the lavages that do little but continually exercife their bow and arrows, 
fhould dwell and lie fo familiarly amongll our men that praftifed little but the fpade, 
being fo far afunder, and in fuch finall parties difperfed, and neither fort, exercife of 
arms ufed, ordnances mounted, courts of guard, nor any preparation nor provifion to 
prevent a foreign enemy, much more the favages howfoever <, for the favages’ uncer¬ 
tain conformity I do not wonder, but for their conftancy and converfion, I ain and 
ever have been of the opinion of Mr. Jonas Stockam, a tninifter in Virginia, who even at 
this time, when all things were fo profperous, and the favages at the point of converfion, 
againft all their governors’ and councils’ opinions, writ to the council and company in 
England to this effect: • £ 

“ May 28. 

, « 

«* We that have left our native country to fojourn in a ftrange land, fome 
idle fpedators, who either cowardly dare not, or covetoully will not adventure either 
their purfes or perfons in fo commendable a work ; others fupporting Atlas of this 
almoft unfupportable burdens as yourfelves, without whofe aflifiance this Virginia firma¬ 
ment (in which fome) and I hope in Ihort time will fliine many more glorious liars, 
jjiough there be many Italianated and Spariiolized Englilhmen envies our prol'perity, 
and by all their ignominious fcandals they can devife leek to dilhearten what they can, 
thofe that arc willing to further this glorious enterprise, to fuch I wilh according to the 
decree of Darius, that vvhofocver is an enemy to our peace, and lLvkcth either by 
getting monipolical patents, or by forging unjuft tales to hinder our welfare, that his 
houfe were pulled down, and a pair of gallows made of the wood, and he hanged on 
them in the place. 

«* As for thofe lazy fervants, who had rather Hand all day idle than work, though 
but an hour in this vineyard, and fpend their fubftance riotoufly, than cafl the fuper¬ 
fluity of their wealth into your treafury, I leave them as they are to the Eternal Judge of 
the world. But you right worthy, that hath adventured fo freely, I will not examine, 
if it were for the glory of God, or your defire of gain, which it may be you expeft 
lhould flow unto you with a full tide, for the converfion of the favages: I wonder you 
ufe not the means, I confefs you fay well to have them converted by fair means, but 
they fcorn to acknowledge it; as for the gifts bellowed on them they devour them, and 
fo they would the givers if they could ; and though many have endeavoured by all the 
means they could by kindnefs to convert them, they find nothing from them but deri~ 

7 non 
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fion and ridiculous anfwers. We have fent boys amongft them to learn thdr language, 
but they return worfe than they Vent; but I am no ftatefraan, nor love I to meddle 
with any thing but my books : but I can find no probability by this courfe to draw them 
to goodnefs ; and I am perfuaded if Mars and Minerva go hand in hand, they will 
effect more good in an hour than thofe verbal Mercurians in their lives ; and till their 
priefts and ancients have their throats cut, there is no hope to bring them to con- 
verfion.” 


The Government of Sir Francis Wyat. 

•About October arrived Sir Francis Wyatt, with Mr. George Sands, appointed 
treafurer, Mr. Davifon fecrctary, Doctor Pot the phyfician, and Mr. Cloyburne the 
furgeon ; but much provifion was very badly conditioned, nay, the hogs would not 
eat that corn they brought, which was a great caufe of their ficknefs and mortality, 
and whatfoever is laid again ft the Virginia corn, they find it doth better nourilh than 
any provifion is fent thither ; the failors ftill they complain arc much to blame for em¬ 
bezzling the provifions fent to private men, killing of fvvine, ana diforderly trucking j 
for which fome order would be taken. 

In them nine {hips that went with Sir Francis Wyat, not one paflenger died ; at 
his arrival he fent Ms. Thorpe to Opcchankanough, whom he found much fatisfied 
with his coming, to confirm their leagues as he had done his predcccflbrs, and fo con¬ 
tented his people fliould co-inhabit amongft them, and he found more motions of 
religion in him than could be imagined : every man betaking himfelf to his quarter, 
it was ordered, that for every head they fliould plant but one thoufand plants of tobac¬ 
co, and upon each plant nine leaves* which will be about one hundred weight, the 
corn being appointed but at two {hillings and fixpence the bufliel, required fuch labour, 
it caulcd moil men to negleft it, and depend upon trade ; where were it rated at ten 
{hillings the bufliel, every ntim would endeavour to have plenty to fell to the new 
comers, or any that wanted, and feldom any is tranfported from England, but it ftand- 
eih in as much, befides the hazard and other neceflarics, the {hips might tranfport of 
that burden. The 2ad of November arrived Mr. Gookin out of Ireland, with fifty- 
men of his own, and thirty paflengers, exceedingly well furniflied with all forts of 
provifion and cattle, and planted himfelf at Nupors newes: the cotton trees in a year 
grew fo thick as one’s arm, and lb high as a man : here any thing that is planted doth 
profper fo well as in no place better. For the mortality of the people accufe not the 
place, for of the old planters and *the families Icarce one of twenty mifeames, only the 
want of neceflarics are the necafions of thole diicafcs. And fo vve will conclude this 
year with the {hipping and numbers fent. 

Out of the Council’s Letters from Virginia. 

This year was font one-and-twenty fail of (hips that employed more than four hun¬ 
dred failors, and thirteen hundred men, women and children of divers faculties, with 
fourfeore cattle. The Tiger fell in the Turk’s hands, yet fafely efcaped, and by the re¬ 
turn of their letters from thence, the company is alfured there can be no fitter places of 
mines, wood, and water for iron than there ; and tne Frenchmen affirm no country is 
more proper for vines, olives, fike, rice, and fait, ike., of which the next year they 
promile a good quantity. 
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Gifts • 

The gentlemen and mariners that came in the Royal dames from the Eaft Indies, 
gave towards the building of a free-fchool feventy pounds eight (hillings and fixpence ; 
and an unknown perfon to further it, fent thirty pounds ; and another in like manner 
five-and-twenty pounds; another, refuting to be made known, gave forty (hillings 
yearly .for a fermon before the Virginia Company; alfo another, that would not be 
known, fent for the college, at Henrico, many excellent good religious books, worth 
ten pounds, and a moft curious map of all that coaft of America. Mr. Thomas Bar- 
gave their preacher there, deceafed, gave a library valued at one hundred marks ; aftd 
the inhabitants hath made a contribution of one thoufand and five hundred pounds, to 
build a houfe for the entertaining of (Irangers. This year alfo there was much fuing 
fbr patents for plantations, who promifed to tranfport fuch great multitudes of people ; 
there was much difputing concerning thole divifions, as though the whole land had been 
too little for them ; fix-and-tvventy obtained their defires, but as yet not pad: fix hath 
fent thither a man; rfotwithltanding many of them would have more, and are not well 
contented, w'hom I would entreat, and all other wranglers, to perufe this faying of 
honed Claudius. 

Sec’ft not the woihl of Nature’s work, the fair* ft well, I wot. 

How it, itl'rlf together ties, as in a true-love’s knot. 

Nor feefl how tii’ elements are combin’d, maintain one conftant file, 

IIow midft of heaven contents the Sim. ami (liore contains the fea ; 

And how the air both comps Hah, anil cf.vrieth Hill earth’s frame, 

Vet neither prefling burdens it, nor parting lcavej the fame. 

■■J 

The Obfcrvatiom of Mr. John Pory, Secretary of Virginia, in his Travels. 

HAVING but ten men, meanly provided, to plant the fccretary’s land on the cadern 
jhore near Acomack, Captain Wiicock’s plantation, the better to fecurc and aflid each 
other ; Sir George Yearley intending to vifit Smith’s Ides, fell lb fick that he could 
not, fo that he fent me with Edinien Moll, a Frenchman, to find a convenient place to 
make fait in. Not long after, Namenacus, the King of Pawtuxunt, came to us to feek for 
Thomas Savage, our interpreter: thus infinuating himfclf, he led us into a thicket, 
wher(Tall fitting down, he (hewed us his naked broad ; afking if we faw any deformity 
upon it; we told him, No. “ No more,” faid he, “ js the infide, but as fincere and 
pure, therefore come freely to my country, and welcomewhich we promifed we 
would within fix weeks after. Having taken a muder of the company’s tenants, I 
went to Smith’s Ides, where was our falt-houfe; not far off we found a more conve¬ 
nient place, and fo returned to James Town. 

Being furniflied the fecond time, we arrived at Aquochanock, and conferred with 
Kiptopeke their King. Faffing Ruffel’s Ide and Onaucoke, we arrived at Pawtuxunt: 
the defeription of thofe places you may read in Captain Smith’s difeoveries, therefore 
needlefs to be writ again. But here arriving at Attoughcoraoco, the habitation of 
Namenacus, and Wamanato, his brother, long we (laid not ere they came on board us 
with a brafs kettle, as bright without as within, full of boiled oyders. Strift order was 
given none (hould offend us, fo that the next day I went with the two Kings a hunting, to 
difeover what I could in their confines. Wamanato brought me firft to his houfe, where 
he (hewed me his wife and children, and many corn-fields; and being two miles within 
the woods a hunting, as the younger conduced me forth, fo the elder brought me home, 
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and ufed inn as kindly as he cqu1<J, after their manner. The next day he prefented 
me twelve beaver Ikins and a canoe, which I requited with fuch things to his content, 
that he promised to keeprthem whilft he lived, and bury them with him being dead. 
Be much wondered at our bible, but much more to hear it was the law of our God, 
/and the firft chapter of Genefis expounded of Adam and Eve, and Ample marriage; 
to which he replied, he was like Adam in one thing, for he never had but one wife at 
once ; but he, as all the reft, feemed more willing of other difcourfes they better un- 
derftood. The next day the two Kings, with their people, came on board us, but 
brought us nothing according to proraife, fo that Enfign Savage challenged Narnena- 
ous the breatfi of three promifes, viz. not giving him a boy, nor corn, though they had 
plenty, nbr Montapaffa fugitive, called Robert Marcum, that had lived five years 
amongft thofe northerly nations, which he cunningly anfwered by excufes. Woma- 
nato, it feems, was guilty of this falfliood, becaufe he ftaid alone when the reft were 
gone. I afked him if he defired to be great and rich ; he anfwered, they were 
things all men afpired unto; which I told him he ihould be, if Jbe would follow my 
counfel; fo he gave me two tokens, which being returned by a meffenger, Ihould fuffice 
to make him confident the meffenger could not abufe us. 

Some things being ftolen from us, he took fuch order that they were prefently re- 
ftored, then we interchanged prefents: in all things he much admired our difcretions, 
and gave us a guide that he called brother, to conduct us up the river: by the way we 
met with divers that ftili told us of Marcum ; and though it was in October, we found 
the country very hot, and their corn gathered before ours at James Town. The next 
day we went to Paccamaganant, and "they directed us to Affacomoco, where their King 
Caffatowap, had an old quarrel with Enfign Savage, but now feeming reconciled, went 
with us, with another Werowancc towards Mattapanient, where they perfuaded us alhore 
upon the point of a thicket; but fuppofing it fome treachery, we returned to our boat: 
far we had not gone from the Ihore, but a multitude of fa v ages fallied out of the wood, 
with all the ill words and figns of hoftility they could. When we faw plainly their bad 
intent, we fet the two Werowanccs at liberty, that all this while had lain in the cabin, 
as not taking any notice of their villany, becaufe we wouid convert them by courtefy. 
Leaving them as we found them, very civil and fubtile, we returned the fame way we 
came, to the laughing Kings on the eaftorn fhore, who told us plainly, Namanicus 
would alfo have allured him into his country, under colour of trade, to cut his throat. 
•He told us alfo Opechancanough^ had employed Onianimo to kill Savage, becaufe he 
brought the trade from him to tfie eaftorn fhore, and fome dil'grace he had done his 
fon, and fome thirteen of his people before one hundred of thofe Eafterlings in refeuing 
Thomas Graves, whom they would have flain, where he and three more did challenge 
the thirteen Pamaunkes to fight, but they durft not, fo that all thofe Eafterlings fo deri-. 
ded them, that they came there no more. 

This Thomas Savage, it is fixteen years fince he went to Virginia, being a boy, he 
■was left with Powhatan, for Namontacke to learn the language, and as this author af- 
firmeth, with much honefty and good fuccefs, hath ferved the public, without any 
public recompence, yet had an arrow fhot through his body in their fervice. This 
laughing King at Accomack, tells us the land is not two days journey over in the broadeft 
place; but in fome places a man may go in half a day, betwixt tne bay and the main 
ocean, where inhabit many people, fo that by the narrownefs of the land there is not 
many deer, but moft abundance of filh and fowl. Kiptope his brother, rules as his 
lieutenant, who feeing his younger brother more affefted by the people than himfelf, 
* freely refigned him the moiety of his country, applying himfelf only to huibandry and 
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hunting, yet nothing negletted in his degree, nor i§ hq carelefs of Any thing concuss 
the ftate, but as a vigilant ancf faithful councilor as he is an affe&tonate brother, bear- 
ing the greater burden in government, though the Idler honour, where clean contrary, 
they on the vvefteni fhore, the younger bears the charge, and the eider the dignity. 
Thofe are the belt hufbands of any favages we know ; for they provide corn to ferve. 
them all the year, yet fpare ; and the other not for half the year, yet want. They are 
themoft civil and tradable people we have met with, and by liitle (ticks will keep as juft 
an account of their promiles as by a tallv. In their marriages they obl'crve a large dif- 
tance, as well in affinity as confanguinity ; nor do they ufe that deviliffi culiom in 
making black boys. There* may be on this (bore about two thouland people; they 
on the weft would invade them, but that they want boats to crols the bay, and fo 
would divers other nations, where they not protected by us. A few of the weftern 
renagadoes had confpired againft the laughing King; but /earing their treafon was 
difeovered, fled to Smith’s Hies, where they made a mailkcre of deer and hogs; and 
thence to Rickahake, betwixt Cilfapeack and Nanfamund, where they now aio feated 
under the command of ltoyatin, and fo I returned to James Town, .where I found the 
government rendered to Sir Francis Wyat. In February alfo he travelled to t he fouth 
river Chawonock, fome fixty miles over land, which he found to be’ a very frukful and 
plcafant country, yielding two harvefts in a year, and found much of the (ilk-grafs 
formerly fpokeuof, was kindly ufed by the people, and ib returned. 

Captain Each fait to build a Fort to fccure the Country. 

IT was no fmall content to all the adventurers to hear of the fafe arrival of all thofe 
ffiips and companies, which was thought fufficient to have made a plantation of them- 
felves; and again to fecond them was fent Captain Each, in the Abigail, a (hip of three 
or four hundred ions, who hath undertaken to make a blcfck-houfc amongft the oyfter- 
banks that fhall fecure the river. The furnifliing him with inftrumems coft three 
hundred pounds ; but the whole charge, and the ffiip’s return, will be near two thnu- 
fand pounds. In her went Captain Barwicke, with (ive-and-twenty men, for the build¬ 
ing {hips and boats, and not other way to be employed; and alfo a feleded number 
to build the Eaft India fchool; but as yet from Virginia little returns but private men’s 
tobatjCo, and fair promiles of plenty of iron, filk, wine, and many other good and 
rich commodities, befides the fpeedy converfion of the favages, that at flrft were much* 
difeouraged from living amongft them, when they ’were debarred the ufe of their 
pieces; therefore it was dilputed as a matter of flate, whether fuch as would live 
amongft them Ihould ufe them or not, as a bait to allure them, or at leaft fuch as ffiould 
be called to the knowledge of Chrift. But becaufe it was a great trouble for all caufes , 
to be brought to James Town for a trial, courts were appointed in convenient places 
to relieve thetta; but as they can make no laws in Virginia till they be ratified here, fo 
Tifey*.think jt put reafon none ffiould be ena&ed here without their, confents, becaufe 
they only feel trJhem, and muft live under them. Still they complain for want of com 
but what muft be\b a 4^y trade, and how unwilling any officer when he leaveth his 
place is to make giiood his number of men to his fucccflor; but many of them during 
their times to help f*|?emfelves undoes the company: for the fervants you allow them, 
or fuch as they hire, plant on their private lauds, not upon that belongelh to their 
office, which crop alw&Y® exceeds yours, befides thofe which arc your tenants to halves,' 
are forced to row theiKt 1 U P ant * down, whereby both you and they lofe more than half. 
Wai* A he ableft or beft deferving, but make their experience upon" the 

company’s 




/The Ml of acre upon the 22 d of March . 


*THE prologue to this tragedy isTuppofed was occafioned by Nemattanow, other* 
wife called Jade of the Feather, becaufe he commonly was moll ilrangely adorned 
.with them; and for his courage and policy was accounted amongft the lavages their chief 
captain, and immortal from any hurt could be done him by the Engliih. This captain 
editing to one (Morgan’s houfe, knowing he had many commodities that he defired, 
perfuaded Morgan to go with him to Pamaunke to truck; but thefavage murdered him 
by the way, and after two or three days returned again to Morgan’s houfe, where he 
found two youths, his fervaftts, who aiked for their mailer. Jack replied dire&ly, he 
was dead. The boys fufpe&ing as it was, by feeing him wear his cap, would have had 
him to Mr. Thorp; but Jack fo moved their patience, they fliot him; fo he fell to the 
.ground; put him in 3 boat to have him before the governor, then feven or eight miles 
from them; but by the way Jack finding the pangs of death upon him, defired of the 
boys two things; the one was, that they would not make it known he was (lain with a 
bullet, the other, to byry him amongil the Engliih. At the lofs of this favage, 
Opechankanough much grieved and repined, with great threats of revenge; but the 
Engliih returned him fuch terrible anfwers, that he cunningly diiTembled his intent 
with the greateil figns he could of love and peace, yet within fourteen days after he 
a&ed what followeth. 


Sir Francis Wyat, at his arrival, was^dvertifed ; he found the country fettled in 
fuch a firm peace, as mod men there thought fure and inviolable, not only in regard 
of their promifes, but of neceffity. The poor weak favages being every way bettered 
by us, and fafely iheltered and defended, whereby we might freely follow our bufinefs; 
and fuch was the conceit of this conceited peace, as that there was feldom or never a fword, 
and feldomer a piece, except for a deer or fowl, by which aifurances the moil planta¬ 
tions were placed ilragglingly and fcatteringly, as a choice vein of rich ground invited 
them, and further from neighbours the better. Their houfes generally open to the 
favages, who were always friendly, fed at their tables, and lodged in their bed-chambers, 
which made their way plain to effeft the intents, and thejeonverfion of the favages^ 
as they fhppofed. 

JHaving occafion to fend to Opechankanough about the middle of March, he ufed 
the mefi'enger well, and told him he held the peace fo firm, the iky iliould fall or he 
diffolved it; yet fuch was the treachery of tlu l'e people, when they had contrived our 
deilru&ion, even but two days before the maflacre, they guided our men with much 
kihdnefs through the woods; and one Brown, that lived among them, to learn the 
language, they fent home to his mailer; yea, they borrowed our boats to tranfport 
themfelves over the river, to confult on the devilim murder that enfued, and of our 
utter extirpation, which God of his infinite mercy (by the means of one of themfelves 
converted to Chriftianity) prevented, and as well on the Friday merging that fatal day, 
being the 2 2d of March, as alfo in the evening before, as at other times they came 
unarmed into our houfes, with deer, turkies, fiih, fruits, and other provifions to fell 
us I, yea, in fome places fat down at breakfeil with our people, whom immediately with 
ifesjr own tools they flew moil barbaroufly, not fparing either age or fex, man, wo¬ 
man, or child ; fo fudden in their cxecutiun, that few or none difeemed the weapon 
or blow that brought them to deilruftion: in which manner alfo they flew many of 
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our people at fevfirijworks in the fields* well ktfowiqg kwh* pfeceffarfd qiiaiJtwrMaefr 
of bur a|e» wbre^rfi^egahl of "their fatniliarity with uS»; ibr tWeffefHng that'great 
mafter-piece or few*, their converftori; and tyth&fteiiMiffl that fated mornings tm* 
der the bloody and barbarous hands of that perfidious and inhuman people* three 
huiidred’&nd forty-feven men, women, and chHaren, moil brir their own weapons}, and 
pot being content with their lives, they fell again upon the dead bodies, making as well 
as they could a frefh murder, defacing, dragging, and mangling their dead carcafes 


whom they had daily received many benefits, but fpitefully alfo maflacred them with¬ 
out any remorfe or pity, being in this more fell than lions and dragons, as hiftories 
record, which have preferved their benefactors; fuch is the force of good deeds, 
though done to cruel hearts, to take humanity upon them; but thefe mifereants put on 
a more unnatural brutiflmefs than hearts, as by thofe inftanccs may appear. 

7 That worthy religious gentleman, Mr. George Thorp, deputy to the college lands,; 
fometime one of his Majefty’s penfioners, and m command one of the principal of 
Viiginia, did fo truly affeft their eonverfion, that whofoever under him did them the 
lean difpleafure, were puniflied feverely. He thought nothing too dear for them ; he 
never denied them any thing, infomuch that when they complained that our martiffs 
did fear them, he, to content them in all things, caufed fome of them to be killed in 
their prefence, to the great difpleafure of the owners, and would have had all the reft 
gelt, to make them the milder, might he haye had his will. The King dwelling but 
in a cottage, he built him a fair houfe afteripte Englifh fafhion, in which he took fuch- 
pteafure, efpccially in the lock and key, which he fo admired, as locking and unlock¬ 
ing his door a hundred times a day, he thought no device in the world comparable 
to it. - 

Thus infinuating himfelf into this King's favour for his religious purpofe, he con¬ 
ferred oft with him about religion, as many others in this former dil'courfe had done 
and this Fagan confefTed to him as he did to them, our God was better than theirs,, 
and feemed to be much pleafed with that difeourfe, and of his company, and to requite 
all thofe courtefies; yet this viperous brood did, as the fequel fhewed, not only murder 
him, but with fuch fpight and fcom abufed his dead corps, as is unfitting to be heard 
Itdth civil ears. One thing I cannot omit, that when this good gentleman Upon his 
fatal hour, was warned by his man, who perceiving fome treachery intended- by thofe 
hell-hounds, to look to himfelf, and withal ran away for fear he fhouldbe apprehended, 
fcndfo faved his own life ; yet his mafter out of his good meaning, was lo void of 
fuipicion and full of confidence, they had flain him, or he could or would believe they 
would hurt him. Captain Nathaniel Powell, one of the firft planters, a valiant foi* 
dier, and not any in the country better known amongft them; yet fuch was the esgbr 
of an over-conceited power and profperity, and their fimplicity, they not only flew Kim 
and his family, but butcher-like haggled their bodies, and cut off his head, ta exprefs 
.their uttermoft height of cruelty. Another of the old company of Captain Smith, 
called Nathaniel Caufie, being cruelly wopnded, and the fivages about him, with an 
axe did pleave one of their heads, whereby the reft fled and he efcaped : for they hurt 
. JBqt ajuy that did either fight or ftand upon their guard. In one-place where there was 
men that had warning of ft, they* defended the houfe againft fixty or ; more 
tlwf'afraulted it. Mr. Baldwin, at Warramoyack, his wife being fo: wounded, file lay 
for dead, yet by his oft; difeharging of his piece, faved her, his houfe, himfelf, and 
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Neither yet did theft hearts fpare thofe amongft the reft well known anto diem, from 




&vai*otfc(9»'> it* the {tofr time tbey came texme^ JJattifoa’s hwfe, near.* 

^d;%!teaaci 

wom/miand-chilifrett. Her%4&isyage%;.di&. many jprefents »?3jl fair p^iafij|| 
felgftfed tJwf came for Captain RalfeHaraer to go to. tneir King* then hunting p. fL 
woods;psefaitly they imt to^him, ; hufche rwt coming as they expe&ed, fefcfifpo^ 
tobacco-houfe, and then tame to tell them in the dwelling-houfe of it to quench ft ! | 
allthe men rantowardsit, but Mr.Hamernot fufpe&ing any thing, whom the favages 
purfued, fliot them full of arrows, then beat out weir brains. Hamer having fintlhed 
a letter he was writing, followed after to fee what was the matter, but quickly they 
ihot an arrow »in his back, which caufed him to return and barricade up the aoprs, 
whereupon the favages fet fire on the houfe. Harrifon's boy finding his mailer's piece 
loaded, difcharged it at random, at which bare report the favages all fled, Baldwin 
ftilldifcharging his piece, and Mr. Hamer with two-and-twenty perfons thereby got to 
his houfe, leaving their own burning. In like manner they had fired Lieutenant 
Baffe’s houfe, with all the reft thereabout, ilain the people, ana fo left that plantation. 

Captain Hamer all (his while not knowing any thing, coming to hii brother that had 
lent for him to go hunt with the King, meeting the favages chafing fome, yet efcaped, 
retired to his new houfe then building, from whence he came; there only with fpade$ f 
axes, and brick-bats, fye defended himfclf and his company till the favages departed. 
Not long after the rnafter from the ftiip had fent fix muiketeers, with which he reco» 
vered their merchants ftore-houfe, where he armed ten more, and fo with thirty more 
unarmed workmen, found his brother and the reft at Baldwin's: now feeing all they 
had was burnt and confumed, they repaired to James Town with their beft expedition; 
yet not far from Martin's hundred, while feventy-three were ilain, was a little hdufe 
and a fmall family, that heard not of any of this till two days after. 

All thofe and many others whom they have as malicioufly murdered, fought the 
good of thofe poor brutes, that thus defpifing God's mercies, muft needs now as mif* 
treants be corrected by juftice: to which leaving them, I will knit together the thread 
of this difeourfe. At the time of the maffacre, there were three or four fliips in James 
. river, and one in the next, and daily more to come in, as there did within fourteen 
days after, one of which they endeavoured to have furprifed : yet were the hearts of 
the Englifh ever ftupid, and averted from believing any tiling might weaken their 
hopes,/to win them kind ufage to Chriftianity. But divers write from thence, that 
Almighty God hath his great work in this tragedy, and will thereout draw honour and 
•glory to his name, mid a more fidurifhing eftate and fafety to themfelves, and with 
morefpeed to convert thefavage children to himfelf, fince he fo miraculouily hath pre* 
ferved the Englifh, there being yet, God be praifed, eleven parts of twelve remaining, 
whofe carelefs negled of their own iafeties feem to have been the greateft caufe of 
their deftruftion : yet you fee, God, by a converted lavage that difclofed the plot, faVtid 
th* reft, and the pinnace then in Pamaunkes river, whereof (fay they) though our fids 
dide us unworthy of fo glorious a conwrfion, yet his infinitewifdom can nevertheless 
• *■ ’ ! - 1 *•’ ’ *- 1 - i ’ ' "—* "i.fot 



The letters of Mr, George Sands, a worthy gentleman, and many, others betides 
•#em returned, brought us this unwelcome news, that, hath been hesfrd at lame in 
public court, that thelndiausand they Uved as one nadon r yet,jby a fteasrtd combing 
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tion, in one day {dotted, to fubvert the whole colony, and at one inftant, though our 
feveral plantations were one hundred and forty miles up on.river onbpth fides. .,, 

But for the better under (landing of all things, you muft remember thefe wild naked 
natives live not in great numbers together, but difperfed, commonly in thirty, forty, 
fifty, or ftjcty in a company. Some places have two hundred, few places more, but 
many lefs; yet they had all warning given them one from another in all their habitations, 
though for afunder, to meet at the day and hour appointed for our deftru&ion, at all 
our leveral plantations, fome directed to one place, fome to another, all to be done at 
the time appointed, which they did accordingly : fome entering their houfes under 
colour of trading, fo took their advantage; others drawing us abroad* under fair pro* 
tences, and the reft fuddenly falling upon thofe that were at their labours. . 

Six of the council differed under this treafon, and the flaughter had been univgrfal, 
if God had not put it into the heart of an Indian, who lying in the houfe of one Pace, 
was urged by another Indian his brother, that lay with him the night before, to kill- 
Pace, as he fhould do Perry which was his friend, being fo commanded from their. 
King ; telling him alfo how the next day the execution fhould f be finilhed Perry’s ■ 
Indian prefently arofe and reveals it to Pace, that ufed him as his fon y and thus thofe 
that efcaped were faved by this one converted infidel. And though three hundred and 
forty feven were flain, yet thoufands of ours were by the nipans of this alone thus, 
preferved, for which God’s name be praifed for ever and ever. 

Pace upon this, fecuring his houfe, before day rowed to James Town, and told the 
governor of it, whereby they were prevented, and at fuch other plantations as pollibly 
intelligence could be given ; and where they faw us upon our guard, at the fight of a 
piece they ran away ; but the reft were moft flain, their houfes burnt, fuch arms and 
ammunition as they found they took away, and fome cattle alfo they deftroyed. Since 
wc find Opechankanough the lift year had pra&ifcd with a King on the eaftern fiiorc, 
to furnifh him with a kind of poifon, which only grows in his country, to poifon us. 
But of this bloody a£b never grief and fhamc pofl'effed any people more than themfclves, 
to be thus butchered by fo naked and cowardly a people, who dare not ftand the pre- 
fenting of a ftaft" in manner of a piece, nor an uncharged, piece in the hands of a 
woman. (But I muft tell thofe authors, 'though fome might be thus cowardly, there 
were many of them had better fpirits.) 

have you heard the particulars of this maffacre, which in thofe refpe&s fome 
fay will be good for the plantation, becaufe now we have juft caufe to deftroy them by 
all means poflible; but I think it had been much bdttcr it had never happened, for they, 
have given us an hundred times as juft occafions long ago to fubjedt them, (and I 
wonder lean hear of none but Mr. Stockam and Mr. Whitaker of my opinion.): 
Moreover, where before we were troubled in clearing the ground of great timber* 
which'was to them of frnall ufe; now we may take their own plain fields and habita¬ 
tions, which are the pleafanteft places in the country. Befides, the deer, turkies, and 
other beads and fowls will exceedingly increaii|if we beat the favages out of the coun*. 
try, for at all- times of the year they never fjpare male nor female, old nor young, eggs 
nor birds, fat nor lean, in leafon or out of feafon, with them all is .one. The like they 
did in our fwine and goats, for they have ufed to kill, eight in ten more than we, or 
.elfe the wood would moft plentifully abound^with viduals; befides, it is more eafy to 
civilize them by conqueft than fair means; for the one may be made at once, but their 
eiviiizmg will require a long time and much induftry. The manner how to fupprds 
theta is fo often related and approved, I omit it here} and you, have twenty examples 

it of 
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of the Spaniards how they got the.Weft Indies, and forced the treacherous and /rebel¬ 
lious infidels to do rfl manner of drudgery* workand flavery Tor them, themfefvesKvjng 
like foldiers upon me fruits of their labours. This will make us more drcumfp& fr 
and be an example to pofterity : (but I fay, this might as well havebeen putmufacag 
lixteen years ago as now.) ■ ■ ; ■■; 

Thus dpon this anvil fhall we now beat ourfelves an armour of proof hereafter io 
defend us againft fuch incurfions, and ever hereafter make us more circumfpecl: but 
to help to repair this lofs, befides his Majefty’s bounty in arms, he gave the company 
out of the Tower, and divers other honourable perfons have renewed* their adventures* 
we* mud not (Jmit the honourable city of London, to whofe endlefs praife we may 
fpeak it, are now fetting forward one hundred perfons, and divers others at their own 
coft# are repairing ; and all good men do think never the worfe of the bufmefs for all 
theft* difafters. 


What growing date was there ever in the world which had not the like ? Rome 
grew by oppreflion, and rofc upon the back of her enemies: and the Spaniards have 
had many of thofe counterbuffs more than we. Columbus upon his return from the 
Weft Indies into Spain, having lefr^his people with the Indians, in peace and promife 
of good ufage amongft them, at his return back found not one of them living, but all 
treacherouily ftain by tie favages. After this again, when the Spanilh Colonies were 
increafed to great numbers, the Indians from whom the Spaniards for trucking fluff 
ufed to have all their corn, generally confpired together to plant no more at all 
intending thereby to famifh them, themfelves living in the meantime upon caffava a 
root to make bread, only then known to themfelves. This plot of theirs by the 
Spaniards’ overfight, that foolifhly depended upon ftrangers for their bread, took fuch 
cffca, and brought them to fuch mifery by the rage of famine, that they fpared no 
unclean nor loathiome beaft, no not the poifonous and hideous ferpents, but eat them 
up alfo, devouring one death to fave them from another; and by this means their 
whole colony well near forfeited, fickened and died miferably; and when they had 
again recovered this lofs, by their incontinency an infinite number of them died on the 
Indian difeal'e, we call the French pox, which at firft being a ftrange and an unknown 
malady, was deadly upon whomfoever it lighted: then had they a little flea called 
uigua, which got between the fkin and the flefh before they were aware, and there 
bred and multiplied, making fwellings and putrefactions, to the decay and lofs of 
many of their bodily members. 1 

. Again, divers times they were near undone by their ambition, faction, and malice of 
the commanders. Columbus, to whom they were alfo much beholden, was fent with 
his brother in chains into Spain, and fomc other great commanders killed and mur- ‘ 
d^ed one another. Pizzaro was killed by Almagro’s fon, and him Vafco beheaded 
which Vafco was taken by Blafco, and Blafco was likewife taken by Pizzaro’s brother* 
and thus by their covetous and fpightfol quarrels, they were ever fluking the main 
pillars of their commonwealth. ThefeUnd many more mifehiefs and calamities hap. 
pened them, more than ever did to us, and at one time being even at the laft gafo 
had two fhips not arrived wath fopplies as they did, they were fo di/heartened, they 
were leaving the country : yet we fee for all thofe miferies they have attained to 
tneir ends at laft, as is manifeft to all the world, both with-honour, power, and wealth* 
and whereas before few could be hired to go to inhabit there, now with great foit they 
muft obtain it; but where there was no honefty, nor equity, nor fan&ity, nor verity 
nor piety, nor good civility, in fuch a country; certainly there-can be no liability. 

Therefore 
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Therefore let not be difcouraged, but rather animated by* t^e cottduHoBQ 
feeing we are fo well allured of the goodnefs and commodities may behad in Virginia \ 
nor is if to be much doubted there is any want of mines of moft Ibrts, no not of tfttf 
richeft, as is well known to fome yet living that can make it manifeft when time ihall 
ferve: aJI yet to think that gold and filver mines are in a country otherwife moft rich 
and fruitful, or the greateft wealth in a plantation, is but a popular error, as is that 
opinion likewife, that the gold and filver is now the greateft wealth of the Weft Indies 
ait this prefent. True it is indeed, that in the firft conqueft the Spaniards gbt great 
and mighty ftore of treafure from the natives, which they in long fpace haa heaped 
together, and in thofe times the Indians (hewed them entire and rich mines, which 
now by the relations of them that have been there, are exceedingly wafted, fo that 
now the charge of getting thofe metals is grown excefiive, befides the confuining the 
lives of many by their peftilent (moke and vapours in digging and refining them, fo 
that all things confidcred, the clear gains of thofe metals, the King’s part defrayed, to 
the adventurers is but fmall, and nothing near fo much as vulgarly is imagined; and 
were it not for other rich commodities there that enrich them, thofe of the contra&ion- 
houfe Were never able to fubfift by the mines only, for the greateft part of their com¬ 
modities are partly natural and partly tranfported from other parts of the world, and 
-planted in the Weft Indies, as in their mighty wealth of fugar canes, being firft tran¬ 
fported from the Canaries j and in ginger and other things brought out of the Haft 
Indies, in their cochineal, indigos, cotton, and their infinite ftore of hides, quick- 
fihrer, allum, woad, Brazil woods, dyes, paints, tobacco, gums, balms, oils, medicinals, 
and perfumes, fariaparilla, and many other phyfical drugs; thefe are the means 
whereby they raife that mighty charge of drawing out their gold and filver to the 
great and clear revenue of their King. Now feeing the moft of thofe commodities, 
or as lifeful, may be had in Virginia by the fame means, as I have formerly faid; let 
ns with all fpeed take the priority of time, where alfo may be had the priority of place, 
in dioofing the beft feats of the country, which now by vanquifhing the favages, is like 
to offer a more fair and ample choice of fruitful habitations than hitherto our gentle- 
nefs and fjur comportments could attain unto. 


The Numbers that were Jlain in thofe federal Plantations. 

1 At Captain Berkley’s plantation, himfelf and 21 others, feated at the Falling-Crick, 

66 miles from James City - - • 22 

2 Mr. Thomas Sheffield’s plantation, fome 3 miles from the Falling-Crick, himfelf 

and 12 others - - 

3 At Henrico Illand, about 2 miles from Sheffield’s plantation 

4 Slain of the College people, 20 miles from Henrico 

5 At Charles City, and of Captain Smith’s men 

6 At the next adjoining plantation - - 

7 At William Farrar’s noufe - 

S At Brickley Hundred, 50 miles from Charles City, Mr. Thorp and 
$ At Weftover, a mile from Brickley - 

10 At Mr. John Weft’s plantation - - . 

11 At Captain Nathaniel Weft’s plantation - • 

ia At Lieutenant Gibs’s plantation - - . 

13;Ar&khard Owen’s houfe, hixnfelf and 
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14'Athoufe,lun?felf and , ; .\, • ..- .., $ 

15 ,A* Matfin’tiifriiu^^ James (&y - . - . ,*; 7 S 

1$, Ataoother plac# - ■ - - * - • ; 7 

At Edward Btonk>s plantation - • - ,^0- 

18 At Mr. Waters’s houfe, himfelf and - - - - 4 

19 .At Apamatuck’s river, at Mr, Pierce’s plantation, 5 miles from the College’ 4 

so At Mr. Macock’s divident, Captain Samuel Macock, and - - 4 

Si At Flowerda Hundred, Sir George Yearley’s plantation * - 6 

42 On the other fide oppofite to it - - * 7 

S3 #At Mr. Swinbow’s houfe, himfelf and - - - - 7 

34 At Mr. William Bickar’s houfe, himlelf and - - 4 

25 At Weanocfc, of Sir George Yearley’s people - r 31 

»6 At Powel Brooke, Captain Nathaniel Powell, and - - -12 

87 At Southampton Hundred - - - - 5 

.28 At Martin Brandon’s Hundred - - "7 

29 At Captain Henry Spilman’s houfe - - - - a 

30 At Enfign Spence’s houfe - - - * 5 

31 At Mr. Thomas Perfe’s houfe by Mulbery Me, himfelf and - 4 

, The whole number 347. 


Men in tin's taking bittered with affliction. 

Better attend,, and mind, and mark religion, 

For then true voices ifftte from their hearts, 

Then fpcak they what they think in inn olt parts, 
The truth remain*,f jhry call off feigned arts. 


This lamentable and fo unexpected a difafter caufed them .all believe the opinion d£ 
Mr. Stockam,. and drove them all to their wits end : it was twenty or thirty days, ere’ 
they could refoive what to do, but at laft it was concluded, all the petty plantations- 
fhould be abandoned;, and drawn only to. make good five or fix places, where all their 
labours now for the moil part mult redound to the Lords of thole lands where they 
were refident. Now for want of boats, it was impolfible upon fuch a fudde'n to bring 
alfo their cattle and many other things, which with much time, charge, and labour they 
had then in poffeffion with them; all which for the molt part at their departure was 
burnt, - ruined, and deltroyed by the favages. Only Mr. Gookins at Niiports-pewes- 
would not obey the commander’s command in that, though he had fcarce five 'and thirty 
of all forts with him, yet he thought himfelf fufficient againll what could happen, and 
io did' to his great credit and the content of his adventurers. Mr- Samuel Jorden 
^gathered together but a few of the ftragglers about him at Beggars-bufh, where he 
iprtified and. lived in defpight of the enemy. Nay, Mrs. Proftor, a proper model! civil 
gentlewoman did the like, till perforce the Er, lilh officers forced her and all them with; 
her to go with them, or they would fire her houfe themfelves, as the favages did when they 
were gone, in whofc defpight they had kept it, and what they had a month or three 
weeks after the maflacre; which was to their hearts a grief beyond companion, to fofe 
= they had in that manner, only to fccure others pleafnres. Now here in England it 
was thought all thofe remainders might prefehtly- have been reduced intofi fties* pr 
hundreds in places mod convenient with what they had, having fuch ftrong hoyfes as 
they reported they had, which with, final! labour might have beep made invincible 
cattles again all foe favages in the land,.andthen-prefehtlyraifedVa company, as a. 
funning army, to torment the barbarous, and fecure the reft, and. to have had all that 

country 
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country betwixt the rivers of Powhatan and Pamaunke to range and fuftakvfhem; 
efpecially all the territories of Kecoughtan, Chifkaf! and Pafpahege, from Ozeniesto 
that branch of Pamaunke, coming from Youghtanund, which ftrait of land is not pad 
4 or 5 miles, to have made a peninfula much bigger than the Summer lfles, environed 
with the faroadeft parts of thofe two main rivers, which for plenty of fuch things as 
Virginia affords is not to be exceeded, and were it well manured, more than fufficient 
for ten thoufand men. This, were it well underdood, cannot but be thought better 
than to bring five or fix hundred to lodge and live on that, which before would not 
well receive and maintain a hundred, planting little or nothing, but fpend that they have 
upon hopes out of England, one evil l»egetting another, till the difeafo is pad cure: 
therefore it is impoffible but fuch couffes mud produce mod fearful miferies and extreme 
extremities; if it prove otherwife, I fliould be exceeding glad. I confefs I atn fomewhat 
too bold to cenfure other men’s aftions being not prefent, but they have done as much 
of me ; yea, many here in England that were never there, and alfo many there that 
know little more than their plantations, but as they are informed; and this doth touch 
the glory of God, the honour of my country, and the public goo$ fo much, for which 
there hath been fo many fair pretences, that 1 hope none will be angry for fpeaking my 
opinion, feeing the old Proverb doth allow lofers leave to fpeak; and Du Bartas 
faith. 

E’en as the wind the angry ocean moves, 

Wave hunttth wave, and billow billow fhove?} 

So do all nations joftlc each the other, 

And fo one people do purl'uc another ; 

And fcarcc a fecond hath the firft unhousM, 

Before a third him tlunce again have tous’d. 

# 

Amongd the multitude of thefe feveral relations, it appears Captain Nufe feeing 
many of the difficulties to enfue, caufed as much corn to be planted’as he could at 
Elizabeth’s City, and though fome deftroyed that they had fet, fearing it would ferve the 
favagesforambufeadoes, trufling to relief by trade, or from England, which hath ever been 
one caufe of our miferies, for from England we have not had much, and for trading, 
every one hath not (hips, fhalops, interpreters, men, and provifions to perform it, and 
thofe that have, ufe them only for their own private gain, not the public good, fo that 
ou^beginning this year doth caufe many to diftruft the event of the next. Here we 
will leave Captain Nufe for a while, lamenting the death of Captain Norton, a valiant, 
induflrious gentleman, adorned with many good qualities, befides phyfic and furgery, 
which for the public good, he freely imparted to all gratis, but mod bountifully to tne 
poor; and let us fpeak a little of Captain Crofhaw amongfl the midft of thofe broils in 
the river of Patawomeke. 

Being in a fmall bark called the Elizabeth, under the command of Captain Spilman, 
at Cekacawone, a favage flole aboard them, and told them of the maflacre, and that 
Opechankanough had plotted with his King and country to betray them alfo, which 
theyrefufed, but them of Wighcocornoco at the mouth of the river had undertaken itj 
upon this Spilman went thither; but the favages feeing his men fo vigilant and well 
armed, they fufpefCed themfelves difeovered, and to colour their guilt, th’e better to 
delude him, fo contented his defire in trade, his pinnace was near freighted; but feeing 
no ipore to be had, Crofliaw went to Patawomek, where he intended to flay and trade 
for himfelf by reafon of the long acquaintance he had with this King that fo earneflly 
entreated him now to be his friend, his countenancer, his captain, and director againft 
the Pazaticans, the Nacotchtanks, and Moyaons, his mortal enemies. Of this oppor¬ 
tunity 
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18 well to fabcy htttown delire ia fome other parpofe he had, 
a»fo kwp^6'®6^'8B »a opjiiofite m Opechancahongh,'and adhere him unto tftl or at 
leaft make him an mftrument againft oar enemies ; fo only Elis Hill ftaved with Mm : 
and; the pinnace returned to Elizabeth City; here lhall they reft alfo a little, till we 
how thisnews was entertained in England. . j# ?. •• 

Itwas no fmall grief to the council and company, to underftand of fuch a fuppofed 
irapoffible lofs, as that fo many (hould fall by the hands of men fo contemptible; and 
yet having fuch warnings, efpecially by the death of Nemattanow, whom the favages 
did think was (hot-free, as he had perfuaded them, having fo long efcaped fo many 
dangers without any hurt. But now to leap out of this labyrinth of melancholy, all 
this did not fo difcourage the noble adventurers, nor divers others ftill to undertake 
new fcveral plantations, but that divers fliips were difpatched away, for their fupplies 
and affiftance thought fuffident. Yet Captain Smith did intreat and move them to put 
in practice his old offer, feeing now it was time to ufe both it and him, how (lender!y 
heretofore both had been regarded, and becaufe it is not impertinent to the bufinefs, it 
is not much amifs to remember what it was. 


The Projeft and Offer of Captain John Smith, to the Right Honourable and Right Worjhip. 

* ful Company Virginia. 

IF you pleafe I may be tranfported with a hundred foldiers and thirty failors by the 
next Mjchaelmas, with victuals, ammunition, and fuch neceflary provifion, by God’s 
affiftance, we would endeavour to enforce the favages to leave their country or bring 
them m that (ear and fubjedion that ev^y man (hould follow their bufinefs fecurelv 
whereas now half their times and labouris are fpent in watching and warding, only to 
defend, but altogether unable to fupprefs thf iavages, becaufe every man Sow being 
for bimfelf will be unwilling to.be drawn from their particular labours, to be made as 
pack-horfes for all the reft, without any certainty of fome better reward and prefer¬ 
ment than I can underftand any there can or will yet give them. 

Thefe I would employ only in ranging the countries, and tormenting the favages, and 
that they (hould be as a running army till this were effefted, and then fettle themfelves 
m fome fuch convenient place, that (hould ever remain a garrifon of that ftrength 
ready jjpon any occafion againft the favages or any other for the defence of the 
counttyi, and to fee all the Englilh well armed, and inftru£fc them their ufe. But I 
would have a bark of one hundred tons, and means to build fix or feven (hallops to 
trtmfport them where there (hould be occafion. P 

}' ow * ds the - c har g e > b^aufe it is for the general good, and what by the maffacre 
and other accidents, Virginia is difparaged, and many men and their purfes much 
dffcouraged however a great many do haften to go, thinking to be next heirs to all 
dKfonnei-l°ffes I far they m l not find all things as they do imagine; therefore 
tea • ig thofe gilded conceits, and dive into the true eftate of the colony, I think if His 
Majefty were truly informed of their neceffity and the benefit of this projeft, he would 
bejftealed to give the cuftom of Virginia, and the planters alfo according to their 
abUmes would add thereto fuch a contribution, as would be fit to maintain this 
garrifon . ^fy b c able to fubfift, or caufe fome fuch other colle&ions to be made as 
may put it with all expedition in pra&ice, otherwile it is much to be doubted, there 
will neither come cuftom nor any thing from thence to England within thefe few 
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Now if this fhould be thought an employment more fit for ancient fokjiers there 
bred, than fuch new comers as may go with me, you may pleafe to lave that to my 
difcretion, to accept or refufe fuch voluntaries, that will hazard their fortunes in the 
trials of t hefe events, and discharge fuch of my company that had rather labour, the 
groundjphan fubdue their enemies: what relief I fhould have from your colony I 
would fatisfy and fparc them (when I could) the like courtefy. Notwithftanding 
thefe doubts, I hope to feed them as well as defend them, and yet difeover you more 
land unknown than they all yet know, if you will grant me fuch privileges as of 
neceflity mull he ul'td. 

For againft any enemy we muft be ready to execute the beft can be devife^l by 
your ftate there, but not that they fliall either take away my men, or any thing dfe to 
employ as they plettfe by virtue of their authority, and in'that 1 have done fomgwhat 
for New England as well as Virginia, fo 1 would delire liberty and authority to make 
the beft life 1 can of my beft experience, within the limits of thofe two patents, and 
to bring them both in one map, and the countries betwixt them, giving always that 
refpeft to the governors and government, as an Englifhman doth in Scotland, or a 
Scotchman in England, or as the regiments in the Low Countries do to the governors 
of the towns and cities where they are billeted or in garrifon, where though they live 
with them and are as their fervants to defend them, yet not to be diipolkl on at their 
plealure, but as the prince and ftate doth command them, and for my own pains in 
particular I afk not any thing but what I can produce frQin the proper labour of the 


Their Anfivcr. 

& 

I CANNOT fay it was generally for the company, for being publifhed in their 
court, the mod that heard it liked exceeding well of the motion, and fotne would 
have been very large adventurers in it, especially Sir John Brooks and Mr. David 
Wyffin, but there were fuch divifions amongft them, I could obtain no.anfvver but 
this, the charge would be too great; their flock was decayed, and they did think the 
planters fliouid do that of themfelves if 1 could find means to effect it; 'they did think 
1 might have leave of the company, provided they might have half the pillage; but I 
tHmk there are not many will much ftrive for that employment, for except it be a 
little corn at fomc time of the year is to be had, I would not give twenty pounds for 
all the pillage is to be got amongft the lavages* in twenty years, buc becaufe they 
fuppofed I fpoke only for my own ends, it were good thofe underftand pmvidents for 
the company’s good they fo much talk of, were feat thither to make trial of their pro¬ 
found wifdoin and long experience. 

About this time alfo was propounded a propofuion concerning a falary of fivc-and- 
twenty thoufand pounds to bo railed out of tobacco, as a yearly penfion to be paid to 
certain officers for the creeling a new office, concerning the foie importation of 
tobacco, bolides His Majcfty’s cuflom, freight, and all other charges. To nominate 
the undertakers, favourers and oppofors, with their arguments pro and con, would* 
be too tedious and needleft, being fo publicly known, the which to eftablifh, fpent a 
good part of that year and the beginning of the next. This made many think 
wonders of Virginia, to pay fuch penfions extraordinary to a few here that were never 
thgre, and alfo in what ftate and pomp feme chieftains and divers of their affociatcs 

7 , live 
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live in Virginia, and yet no money to maintain agarrifon, pav poor men their wages 
nor yet five-and-twenty pence to all* the adventurers here, and very little to the molt 
part of the planters theie, bred fuch differences in opinion, it was diflblvd. 

Now let us return to Captain Crofliaw at Patawomek, where he had not been loqg 
ere Opechancanough fent two bafkets of beads to this King, to kill him and h>s man, 
alluring him of the rnaffacre he had made, and that before the end of two moons there 
fliould not be an Engliftmian in all their countries : this fearful meffage the King told 
this captain, who replied, he had feat both the cowardice and treachery of Opecliau- 
canough fulficiently tried by Captain Smith, therefore his threats lie feared nor, nor 
for his favour caivd, but would nakedly light with him, or any of his, with their own 
fvvords; if he were flain, he would leave a letter for his countrymen to kuo .v the fault 
was his own, not the King’s ; two days the King deliberated upon an anfwer; at laft 
told him the Englilh were his friends, and the lavage Emperor Opitchapam, now called 
Toyatan, was his brother, therefore there fi.ouhl be no blood filed betwixt them ; fo he 
returned the prcfenrr.;, willing the Pam a cukes to come no more in his country, left the 
Englilh, though againlt his will, Ihoukl do them any mifehief. 

Not long alter, a boat going abroad to leek out feme relief amongft the plantations, 
by Nuports-newes, met fuch ill weather, though the men were laved, they loft their 
boat, which the florin and waves caft upon the Awe of Nandfamund, where Edward 
Waters, one of the three that firft flayed in Summer Ifles, and found the great piece of 
ambergreal'e ; dwelling in Virginia at this rnaffacre, he and his wife thefe Nandfamunds 
kept prisoners, till it chanced they found this boat, at which purchafe they fo rejoiced, 
according to their cuftom of triumph, with fongs, dances, and invocations, they were 
fo buffed, that Waters and his wile found opportunity to get fecretly into their canoe, 
and 1b eroded the river to Kecoughtan, which is nine or ten miles, whereat the Englilh 
no Ids wondered and rejoiced, than the lavage! were mad with difeontent. Thus you 
may fee how many defperate dangers fotne men el'cape, when others die that have all 
things at their pleafurc. 

All men thinking Captain Crofliaw dead, Captain Hamer arriving with a Ihip and a 
pinnace at Patawomek, was kindly entertained both by him and the King ; that Don 
1 -Iatncr told the King he came for corn : the King replied, he had none, but the 
Nacotchtanks and their confederates had, which were enemies both to him and them ; 
if they would fetch it, he would give them forty or fifty choice bow-men, to conduct 
and aflift them. Thofe lavages, with fotne of the Englilh, they fent, whofo well played, 
their parts, they flew eighteen of the Nacotchtanks, l'onie write but four, and fotne fay 
they had a long lkirmifli with them, where the Patawomeks were fo eager of revenge, 
they drove them not only out of their town, but ail out of fight through the woods, thus 
taking what they liked, and fpoiling the reft; they retired to Paiawomek, where they 
left Captain Crofliaw, with four men more, the reft fet fail for James Town. Captain 
Crofliaw now, with five men and himfelf, found night and day lb many alarms, he 
retired in^o fuch a convenient place that, with the help of the lavages, he had quickly for¬ 
tified himfelf again ft all thole wild enemies. Captain Nulb, his pinnace meeting Hamar 
by the way, underllanding all this, came to fee Captain Crofliaw; after their belt inter¬ 
changes of courtefies, Crolhaw writ toNufe, the eftate of the place it-here he was, but 
underftanding by them the poor eftate of the colony, offered if they would fend him 
but a bold lhallop, with men, arms, and provifion for trade, the next harvelt he would 
provide them corn fufficient; but as yet, it being but the latter end of June, there was 
little or none in all the country. 

This being made known to the governor and the reft, they fent Captain Madyfon, 
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with a (hip and pinnace, and fome fix-and-thirty men; thofeCrofbawa good time taugm 
the ufe of their arms, but -receiving a letter from Ikfyfe, his wife, a prifoner, with nine¬ 
teen more, at Pamaunke, to ufe means to the governor fat their liberty; fo he dealt with 
his King, he got firft two of his great men to go with him to James Town, and eight days 
after to ted four of his council to Pamaunke, there to ftay till he fent one of his two to 
them, toperfuade Opachankanough to fend two of his with two of thePatawomekes, to 
treat about thofe prifoners, and the reft fliould remain their hoftage at Pamaunke; but 
the commanders at James Town, it fecms, liked not of it, and fo fent the Patawomekes 
back again to their own country, and Captain Crofhaw to his own habitation. 

All this time we have forgot Captain Nufe, where we left him but newly acqua/nted 
with the maffacre, calling all his next adjoining difperfed neighbours together, he re¬ 
garded not the peftering his own houfe, nor any thing to relieve them, and wjth all 
ipeed entrenched himfelf, mounted three pieces of ordnance, fo that within fourteen 
days, he was ftrong enough to defend himfelf from all the favages s yet when victuals 
grew fcant, fome that would forage without order, which he puuilhed, near occafioncd 
a mutiny : notwithstanding, he behaved himfelf fo fatherly and kindly to them all, they 
built two houfes for them he daily expefted from England, a fair well of frefh w'ater, 
mantled with brick, becaufe the river and creeks are there brackifh or fait; in all 
which things he played the fawyer, carpenter, dauber, labourer, or any thing; wherein, 
though his courage and heart were fteeled, he found his bo'dy was not made of iron, 
for he had many fickneffes, and at laft a dropfy, no lefs grief to himfelf than forrow to 
his wife, and all under his government. Thefe erodes and Ioffes were no Anall in- 
creafers of this malady, nor the thus abandoning our plantations, the lofs of our har- 
veft, and alfo tobacco, which was as our money ; the vineyard our vineyetors had 
brought to a good forwardnefs, bruifed and deflroyed with deer, and all tilings ere 
they came to perfection, with weeds, diforderly perions, or wild bcafts; 16 that as vve 
are, I cannot perceive; but the next year will be worfe,. being dill tormented with pride 
and flattery, idlencfs and covetoufnefs, as though they had vowed here to keep their 
court, with all the pedilential vices in the world for their attendants, enchanted with a 
conceited ftatelinefs, even in the very bottom of miferable fenfele(fuels. 

Shortly after. Sir George Ycarlry and Captain William Powell took each of them a 
company of well-difpofed gentlemen and others, to feek their enemies : Yearley rang- 
loathe lhore of Weanock, could fee nothing but their old houfes whicli he burnt, and 
fo went home: Powell fearching another parr, found them all fled but three hornet by 
chance, whofe heads he cut off, burnt their houfes, and fo returned; for the favages 
are fo light and fwift, though we fee them, (being fo loaded with armour,) they have 
much advantage of us, though they be cowards. 

I confefs this is true, and it may caufe fome to fuppofe they are grown invincible ; but 
will any go to catch a hare with a taber and a pipe £ for who knows not, though there 
be tnonfters both of men and beads, fifh and fowl, yet the greateft, the ftrongeft, tile 
wildeft, cruelleft,.fkrcelt, and cunningeft, by reafon, art, and vigilancy, courage and 
induftry, hath been flain, fubjccled, or made tame, and thofe are ftill but favages as 
they were, only grown more bold by our own fimplidty, and ftill will be worm and* 
worfe, till they be tormented with a continual purfuit, and not with lying inclofed within 
palifadoes, or affrighting .them out of your fights, thinking they have done well, can but 
defend thcmfelves ; and to do this to any purpofe, will require both chaise, patience, 
and experience. But to their proceedings. 

About the latter end of Jufte, Sir George Yearley, accompanied with the council, 
and a number of the preatoft cwdlanrs in the land, ftayed three or four days with Cap- 
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tain Nufe, he mSkiiqj hfc moan to a chieftnan amongft them for want of provision for 
his cdmpany: the greatcammancfer replied, he fhould turn them to his green coin, 
which would make them plump and fat j thefe fields being fo near the fort, were better 
regarded and preferred than the reft; but the great man’s command, as we call them, 
was quickly obeyed, for though it was fcarce half grown either to thegreatnefs or 
goodnefs, they devoured it green though it did them fmall good. Sir George with his 
company went to Accomack to his new plantation, where he ftaid near fix weeks ; fome 
corn he brought home, but as he adventured for himfelf, he accordingly enjoyed the 
benefit; fome petty magazines came this fummer, but either the reftramt by procla¬ 
mation, or wast of boats, or both, cau fed few but the chieftains to be little better by 
them. So long as Captain Nufe had any thing wc had part ; but now all being fpent,. 
and the people forced to live upon oyfters and crabs, they became fo faint no work 
could be done; and where the law' was, no work, no meat, now the cafe is altered to 
no meat, no work ; fome fmall quantity of milk and rice the captain had of his own, 
and that he would diftribufe gratis as he faw occafion; I fay gratis , for I know no place 
elfe, but it was fold/or ready payment : thofe ears of corn that had cfcaped till Auguft, 
though not ripe by reafon of the late planting, the very dogs did repair to the com 
fields to feek them as the men till they were hanged; and this 1 proteft before God is 
true that I have related, not to flatter Nufe, nor condemn any ; but all the time I have 
lived in Virginia, I have not feen nor heard that any commander hath taken fuch con¬ 
tinual pains for the public, or done fo little good for himfelf, and his virtuous wife was 
no lefs charitable and compafiionate according to her power. For my own part, 
although 1 found neither mulberries planted, houfes builr, men nor victuals provided, 
as the honourable adventurers did promife me in England ; yet at my own charge, 
having made thefe preparations, and the filk-worms ready to be covered, all was loft, 
but my poor life and children, by the maflacre, the which as God in his mercy did 
preferve, I continually pray we may fpend to his glory. The 9th of September.we had 
an alarm, and two men at their labours flain; the captain, though extremely lick. 
Tallied forth, but the favages lay hid in the corn-fields all night, where they deltroyed 
all they could, and killed two men more ; much mifehief they did to Mr. Edw'ard 
Hill’s cattle, yet he alone defended his houfe, though his men were fick and could do 
nothing, and this was our firft aflault fince' the maflacre. 

About this time Captain Madyfon pafled by us, having taken pri (oners the King of 
Parawbmck, his fon, and two more, and thus it happened : Madyfon not liking fo well 
to live amor.gft the favages as Cmfliaw did, built him a Itrong houfe within the fort, 
fo that they were not fo lociable as before, nor did they much like Poole the interpreter; 
many alarms they had, but faw no enemies : Madyfon, before his building, went to 
Moyaoncs, where he got provifion for a month, and was promifed much more, fo he 
returned to Patawomck and built this houfe, and was well ufed by the favages. Now 
. by the four great men the King fent to Pamaunke for the redemption of the pri!oners, 
Madyfon lent them a letter, but they could neither deliver it nor fee them : fo long 
they ftaid that the King grew doubtful of their bad ufage, that he fvvore by the {kies, 
if they returned not well, he would have wars with Opechankanough fo long as he 
had any thing: at this time two of Madyfon’s men ran from him ;• to find them, he fent 
Mr. John Upton and three more with an Indian guide to Nazatica, where they heard 
they were. At this place was a King beat out of his country by the Necofts, enemies 
to the Patawomeks; this expelled King, though he profefled much love to the Patawo- 
.meks,. yet he loved not the King becaufe he would not help hini to revenge his injuries ; 
but to our interpreter, Poole, he protefted great loye, promifing if any treafon were. 
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hejpvould reveal it: our guide conduced this Bandvto- with them up to Parawomek, 
ana there kept him ; our fugitive, we found the Patawomeks had taken and brought 
home, and the four great men returned from Pamaunke ; not long after, this expelled 
King defired private conference with Poole, urging him to fwcar by his God never to 
reveal wha|j?he would tell him ; Poole promifed he would not: “ Then” quoth this King, 
“ tliole great men that went to Pamaunke, went not as you fuppofe they pretended, 
but to contrail with Opechankanough how to kill you all here, and thefe are their 
plots. 

“ Firft, they will procure half of you to go a fi filing to their furthefl town, and 
there let upon them, and cut off the roll ; if that fail, they will feign a place where ^re 
many ftrangers would trade their furs, where they will pcrfuatle half of you to go 
trade, and there murder you and kill them at home ; and if this fail alfo, 'then they 
will make alarms two nights together, to tire you out with watching, and then let upon 
you ; yet, of all this, (laid lie,) there is none acquainted but the King and the great 
conjurer.” 

This being made known to the captain, we all flood more punctually upon our guard, 
at which the favages wondering, defired to know the caufc ; we told them we exp fled 
fome affault from the Pansaunkes, whereat they feenicd contented, and the next day 
the King went on hunting with two of oqj: men, and the other fifhing and abroad as 
before, till our fhallop ret urned from James Town, with the two lavages. Cent home 
with Captain Crofliaw ; by tliole the governor fent to Madyfon, that this King fhould 
fend him twelve of his great men ; word of this was lent to the King at another .4 own 
where he was, who not coining prcfently with the meffenger, Madyfon conceited he 
regarded not the mellage, and intended, as he fuppofed, the fame treafon. The next 
morning the King coining home, being fent for, he came to the captain, and brought 
him a dilh of their daintiefl fruit; then the captain feigned his return to James T wn ; 
th King told him he might if he would, but defired not. to leave him de'tnutcol aid, 
having fo many enemies about him ; the captain told him he would leave a guard, but 
entreated his an fiver concerning the twelve great men for the governor; the King 
replied, his enemies lay fo about him he could not fpare them ; then the captain defired 
his fon and one other ; mv fon, laid the King, is gone abroad about bulinels, but the 
other you delire you lhall have, and that other fits by him ; but that man refufed to 
go, ^Thereupon Madyfon went forth and locked the door, leaving the King, his fon, 
and four favages, and five Englifhmcn in the ffrong-houfe, and letting upon the? town 
with the reft of his men. Hew thirty or forty men, •women, and children: the King 
demanding the caule, Poole told him the treafon, crying out to entreat the captain 
ceale from fuch cruelly; but having flain and made lly all in the town, he returned, 
taxing the poor King of treafon, w ho denied to the death not to know of any fuch 
matter ; but laid, this is fome plot of them that told it, only to kill me for being your 
friend. Then Madyfon willed him, to command none of his men fhould Ihootat him 
as he went aboard, which he prdently did, and it was performed : lo Madyfon depart¬ 
ed, leading the King, his Ion, and two more to his (hip, promifmg when all his men 
were Hupped, he fhould return at liberty ; notwithftanding he brought them to James 
Town, where they hly fome days, and after were fent home by Captain Hamer, that 
took cbm for their ranfom, and alter let fail for Newfoundland. 

But, alas thecaufe of this was only this. 

They underllood, oor knew what was amifs. 


Ever 
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Ever, fince the beginning of tbefe plantations, k hath been fuppofed the Kin&of 
Sp ain Would invade them, or oifr Englifh Papifts endeavour to diflolye them. But 
neither all the councils of Spain nor Papifts in the world could have devifed a better 
courfe to bring them all to ruin, than thus to abufe their friends : nor could there ever 
have been a better plot to have overthrown Opechankanough than Captain Cro- 
fhatvs, had it been fully managed with expedition. Bur it (Veins God is angry to 
fee Virginia made a ftage where nothing but murder and indil'cretion contends for' 
victory. 

Among the reft of the plantations all this fummer little was done, but fecuring them- 
felves, and planting tobacco, which pafles there as current filver, and by the oft rurning 
and winding it, fotne grow rich, but many poor, notvvithftanding ten or twelve Blips or 
more hath arrived there fince the mafiacre although it was Chriitmas ere any returned,, 
and’that leturn greatly revived all men’s longing expectation here in England ; for they* 
brought news, that not withftamiing their extreme ficknds, tnany were recovered, and 
finding the lavages did not much trouble them, except it were fomeritnes fotne difor- 
derly ftragglers they cut off. To lull them the better in IVcurity, they fought no re¬ 
venge till their corn was ripe ; then they drew together three hundred of the bed: 
fokliers they could, and would leave their private bufinefs, and adventure themfelvcs 
amongft the lavages, to furpri/.e their corn, under the conduct of Sir George Yearlev, 
being embarked in convenient (hipping, ancPall things necefiliry for the enterprife; 
they fir ft went to Nandlamuud, where the people let fire on their own houfes, and 
fpoilecj what they could, and then fled with what they could carry; fo that the Englifh' 
did make no daughter amongft them for revenge. Their corn-fields being newly ga¬ 
thered, they furprifed all they found, burnt all the houfes remained unburnt, and fo 
departed. Quartering about Kecoughtan, after the watch was let, Samuel Collyer, one 
of the nioft ancient planters, and very well acquainted with their language and habita¬ 
tion, humours and conditions,*tnd governor of a town, when the watch was fet going 
the round, unfortunately by a centinel that difeharged his piece, was flain. 

Thence they failed to Patnaunkc, the chief feat of Opechankanough, the contriver of the 
mafiacre: the favages fectned exceeding fearful, promiiing to bring them Sara, and the 
roll of the I'.nglilh yet living, with all tile arms, and what they had to reftore, much defir¬ 
ing peace, and to give them any fatisfadlion they could. Many fuch devices they feigned 
to procruitinatc the time ten or twelve days, till they had got away their com from all 
the other places up the river, but that where the Englifh kept their quarter; at laft, 
when they law all thofe promifes were but dclufions, they feized on all the com there 
was, fet lire on their own houfes ; and in following the lavages that fled before them,, 
ionic few of thole naked devils had that ipirit, they lay in ambufeado, and as our men 
marched, difeharged loins fliot out of Englifh pieces, and hurt lome of them, flying 
at their plcafurcs where they lifted, burning their empty houfes before them, as they 
went to make themfelvcs fport; fo they efcaped ; and Sir George returned with corn, 
where for our pains we had three bulhels a-piece ; but we were enjoined before we had 
it, to pay ten (hillings the bufliel for freight and other charges. Thus, by this means, 
the favages are like, as they report, to endure no ftnall mifery this winter; and that fome 
of our men are returned to their former plantations. 

What other paflages or impediments happened in their proceedings, that they were 
not fully revenged of the favages before they returned, I know not, nor could ever hear 
more, but that they fuppofed they flew two, and how it was impofiiblc for any men to 
do more than they did ; yet worthy Fcrdinando Courtus had l'carce three hundred 
Spaniards to conquer the great city of Mexico, where thoufands of favages dwelled im 
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{hong houies; but becaufe they were a civilized people, had w«akh, and thofe merebar- 
feanans, as wild sis beafts have nothing ; Iintreat your patience, to tell you my opinion, 
which if it be Goal’s pleafure I fhall not live to put in pra£tice, yet it may be hereafter 
ufeful for fome, but howfoever, I hope not hurtful to any, and this it is. - 

Had thd| three hundred men been at my difpofing, I would have fent firft one hun¬ 
dred to Captain Rawley Crofliaw to Patawomek, with fome final 1 ordnance for the fort, 
the-which but with daily exercifing them, would have ftruck that love and admiration 
into the Patawomeks, and terror and amazement into his enemies, which are not far 
off, and moil feated upon the other fide the river, they would willingly have been 
friends, or have given any compolition they could, before they would* be tormen/ed 
with fuch a vifible fear. 

Now though they be generally perfidious, yet necefiity con drains thofe to a kind of 
conftancy becaufe of their enemies, and neither myfelf Aat firft found them, Captain 
Argali, Crofliaw, nor Hamar, never found themfelves in fifteen years trial; nor is it 
likely now they would have fo hoftaged their men, fuller the building of a fort, and 
their women and children amongft them, had they intended any yillany ; but fuppofe 
they had, who would have defired a better advantage than fuch an advertifement, to 
have prepared the fort for fuch an affault, and furcly it muft be a poor fort they could 
hurt, much more take, if there wereJput five men in it, durft dilcharge a piece: 
therefore a man not well knowing their condition, may be as well too jealous as too 
carelefs; fuch another lope fconce would I have had at Onawmanient, and one hun¬ 
dred men more to have made fuch another at Atquacke, upon the river of 'i'oppa- 
hanock, which is not pad thirteen miles diftant from Onawmanient: each of which 
twelve men would keep, as well as twelve thoufand, and fpare all the reft, to be em¬ 
ployed as there fhould be occafion : and all this with thefe numbers might eafily have 
been done, if not by courtefy, yet by compulfion, efpecially at that time of September, 
when all their fruits were ripe, their beafts fat, and infinite numbers of wild-fowl began 
to repair to every creek, that' men, if they would do any thing, could not want vi&uals. 
.This done, there remained yet one hundred who fhould have done the like at Ozinieke, 
upon the river of Chickahamania, not paft fix miles from the chief habitations of Ope- 
chankauough. Thefe fmall forts had been caufe fufficient to caufe all the inhabitants 
of each of thofe rivers to look to themfelves; then having fo many fhips, barks, and 
boaarin Virginia, as there was at that prefent, with what facility might you have-^anded 
two hundred and twenty men, if you had but only five or fix boats, in one night; 
forty to range the branch of Mattapanyent, forty more that of Youghtanund, and forty 
more to keep their rendezvous at Pamaunke itfelf. All which places lie fo near they 
might hear from each other within four or five hours, and not any of thofe fmall par¬ 
ties, if there were any valour, diferetion, or induftry in them, but as fufficient as four 
thoufand, to force them all to contribution^ or take or fpoil all they had: for having 
thus fo many convenient rendezvous to relieve each other, though all the whole coun¬ 
tries had been our enemies, where could they reft, but in the depth of winter we might 
bum all the houfes upon all thofe rivers in two or three days ? Then without fires they 
could not live, which they could not fo hide, but we fhould find, and quickly fo tire 
them with watching and warding, they would be fo weary of their lives, as either fly all 
thfcir countries, or give all the had, to be releafed of fuch an hourly mifery. Now ii 
but a fmall number of the favages would affift us, as there is no queflion but divers o: 
them would; and to fuppofe they could not be drawn tp fuch fa£hon, were to believe 
th^y arc more virtuous than many Chriftians, and the bell governed people in the world 
All the Pamaunkes might have been difpatched as well In a month as in n year, ant 
• ' '' ' v ‘.. ' thei 
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then to have dwelt with any other .enemies at our pleafure, and yet made all this toil 
and danger but a recreation. 

If you think this Arango or impofiiblc, twelve men with myfelf I found fufficient, to 
go where I would a-days, and furpri'e a houfe with the people, if not a whole town in 
a night, or encounter all the power ‘ -ey could make, as a w -ole army, as formerly at 
large hath been related : and it feei.ts, by thefe final! parties lafl amongA them, by 
Captain Crofhaw, Mamar, and Madyfon, they are not grown to that excellency in 
policy and courage, but they might be encountered, and their wives and children ap¬ 
prehended. I know I fhall be taxed for writing fo much of myfelf, but I care not 
much, becaufe the judicial know there are few fuch foldiers as are my examples, 
have writ their own actions, nor know I who will or can tell my intents better 
than myfelf. * 

Some again find as much fault with the Company for meddling with fo many plantations 
together, becaufe they that have many irons in the fire fonie nmA bum ; butl think no, 
if they have men enough know how to work them ; but howfoever, it were better fonie 
burn than have none at all. The King of Spain regards but how many powerful king¬ 
dom;; he keeps under bis obedience, and for the lavage countries he hath fubjected, 
they are more than enough for a good cofmographer to nominate. And is three mole¬ 
hills lb much to us, an J.fo many empires fo little for him ? For my own part, I can¬ 
not choofc but grieve, that the actions of an Englifhman fhould be inferior to any, and 
that the command of England fhould not Ire as great as any monarchy that ever was 
fmee tht world began; I mean, not as a tyrant to torment all ChriAendom, but to fup- 
prefs her diAurbers, and conquer her enemies. 

For the great Romans got into their hand, 

The whole world’s compafs, both by fea and land. 

Or any fens, or heaven or earth extended, 

And yet that nation could not be contented. 

Much about this time arrived a fmall bark of BarnAaplc, which had been at the 
Summer Ifles, and in her Captain Nathaniel Butler, who having been governor there 
three years, and his commifiion expired, he took the opportunity of this fhip to fee 
Virginia. At James Town he was kindly entertained by Sir Francis Wyat, the gover¬ 
nor. After he had reAed there fourteen days, he fell up with his fhip to the river 
of Chickahamania, where meeting with Captain William Powell, joining together fuch 
forces as they had to the number of eighty, they fet upon the Chickahamanians, that 
fearfully fled, fullering the Englifh to fpoil all they had, not daring to refiA them. 
Thus he returned to James Town, where he Aaid a month, at Kecoughtan as much 
more, and fo returned for England. 

But riding at Kecoughtan, Mr. John Argent, fon of Dr. Argent, a young gentle¬ 
man that went with Captain Butler from England to this place, Michael Fuller, Wil¬ 
liam Gany, Cornelius May, and one other, going afliore with fome goods late in a fair 
evening, luch a iudden guA did arife, that drove them athwart the river, in that place 
at leaA three or four miles in breadth, where the Aiore was fo fhallow at a low water, 
and the boat beating upon the fands, they left her, wading near half a mile, and oft 
up to the chin: fo well it happened, Mr. Argent had put his bandalier of powder in 
his hat, which, next God, was all their prefervations ; for it being February, and the 
ground fo cold, their bodies became fo benumbed, they were not able to Arike fire 
with a Aeel and a fione he had in his pocket j the Aone they loft twice, and thus thofe 
poor fouls groping in the dark, it was Mr. Anjent’s chance to find It, and with a few 
withered leaves, reeds, and brulh, make a fmall fire: being upon the Chefapcak’s 

voi» xixi. x fhorc. 
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ftore, their mortal enemies, great was their fear to be difcovered. The joyful mom* 
v ing appearing, they found their boat and goods driven afiiore, not far from them, but 
fo fpllt, die was unierviceable; but fo muon was the froifc, their clothes did freeze upon 
their backs, for they durft; not make any great fire to dry them, left thereby the bloody 
favages plight defcry them, fo that one of them died the next day, and the next night 
digging a grave in the fands with their hands, buried him. In this bodily fear they 
lived and rafted two days and nights, then two of them went into the land to feek frefh 
water; the others, to the boat, to get fome meal and oil. Argent and his comrade 
found a canoe, in which they refolved to adventure to their ftiip, but ihe was adrift in 
the river before they returned: thus fruftrated of all hopes. Captain* Butler, the jthird 
night, ranging the ihore in his boat to feek them, difcharged his mufkets; but they 
fuppofing it fome favages had got fome Englifii pieces, Jhey grew more perplexed than 
ever,fo he returned, and loft his labour. The fourth dtty they unloaded their boat, and 
flopping her leaks with their handkerchiefs and other rags, two rowing, and two baling 
out the water; but far they went not ere the water grew upon them fo faft, and they 
fo tired, they thought themfelves happy- to be on fhore again, /hough they perceived, 
the Indians were not far off by their fires. Thus, at the very period of defpair. 
Fuller undertook to fit aftride upon a little piece of an old canoe; fo well it pleafed 
God, the wind and tide ferved, by paddling with his hands jtnd feet in the water, be¬ 
yond ail expectation, God fo guided him three or four hours upon this board, he 
arrived at their fhip, where they no lefs amazed than he tired, they took him in. Pre- 
fently, as he had concluded with his companions, he caufed them to difcharge a piece 
of ordnance if he efcaped, which gave no lefs comfort to Mr. Argent and the reft, 
than terror to thofe plantations that heard it (being late), at fuch an unexpected ala¬ 
rum : but after, with warm cloaths and a little ftrong water, they had a little recovered 
him, fuch was his courage and care of his diftrefl’ed friends, he returned that night 
again, with Mr. Felgate to conduft him to them; and fo giving thanks to God for fo 
hopelefs a deliverance, it pleafed his divine power both they and their provifion 
came fafely aboard; but Fuller, they doubt, will never recover his benumbed legs 
and thighs. 

Now, before Butler’s arrival in England, many hard fpeeches were rumoured againft 
hjjm for fo leaving his charge, before he received order from the Company: divers 
again of his foldicrs as highly commended him for his good government, art, judg¬ 
ment, and induftry. But to make the mifery of Virginia appear, that it might be 
reformed in time, how all thofe cities, towns, corporations, forts, vineyards, nurferies 
of mulberries, glafs-houfes, iron-forges, gueft-houfes, filk-worms, colleges, the Com¬ 
pany’s great eftate, and that plenty fome do fpeak of here, are rather things in words 
and paper, than in effect, with divers reafons of the caufes of thofe defeCts; if it were 
falfe, his blame nor fhame could not be too much : but if there be fuch defects in tiie 
government, and diftrefs in the colony, it is thought by many it hath been too long 
concealed, and requireth rather reformation than difputation : but, however, it were 
not amifs to provide for the worft, for the belt will help itfclf. Notwithftanding, it 
was apprehended,fo hardly, and examined with that pafiion, that the bruit [hereof was 
fpread abroad with that expedition it did more hurt than the maffacre; and the fault 
of all now, by the vulgar rumour, rauft be attributed to the unwholefomenefs of the 
air, and barrennefs of the country, as though all England were nought, becaufe the 
fens and marihes are unhealthy; or barren, becaufe fome will lie under windows and 
ftgrVe in Cheapfide, rot in gaols, die in the ftreet, highways, or any where, and ufe 
a thoufimd devices to maintain themfelves in thofe miferies, rather than take any pains 
i 9 *9 
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to live as they mav bv honed labouj - ; and agreat part of fuch like are the planters o£ 
Virginia, and partly the occafion of thefe defeilments. 

Ia the latter end of this lad year, or the beginning of this, Captain Henry Spilman, 
a gentleman that hath lived in thofe countries thirteen or fourteen years, one of the 
bell interpreters in the land, bang furnifhed with a bark and fix-and-twenty ;inen, he 
was fent to truck in the river of Patawomek, where he had lived a long time amongfl: 
the favages; whether he prefumed too much upon his acquaintance amongfl: them, or they 
fought to be revenged of any for the flaughter made amongfl: them by the Englifh fo 
lately, or he fought to betray them, or they him, are all feveral relations, but it fcems 
but imaginary: /or then returned report they left him afliore about Patawomek; but 
the name of the place they knew not, with one-and-twenty men, being but five in the 
bark,*the favages, ere they fufbe&ed any thing, boarded them with* their canoes, and 
entered fo fad, the Englilh were amazed, till a failor gave fire to a piece of ordnance, 
only at random; at the report whereof the favages leaped overboard, fo didra&ed 
with fear, they left their canoes and fwam afliore ; and prefently they heard a great 
bruit amongfl the favages afhore, and faw a man's head thrown down the bank; 
whereupon they weighed anchor, and returned home} but how he was furprized or 
fiain is uncertain. 

Thus things proceed and vary not a jot. 

Whether we know them, or we know them not. 


A Particular of fuch Ncceffaries as cither private Families or Jingle Perfons Jhall have 
Caufe to provide to go to Virginia , whereby greater Numbers may in part cohceivc the 
better how to provide for themfehes. 


Apparel. 

• «£. s. 


A Monmouth cap - - o i 

3 Falling bands - - o i 

3 Shirts - o 7 

i Waiflcoat o 2 

i Suit of canvas - - 07 

1 Suit of frieze - - 010 

1 Suit of cloth - - e 15 

3 Pair of Irilh (lockings - 04 

4 Pair of (hoes - - 08 

1 Pair of gaiters - - 00 

1 Dozen of points - - 00 

1 Pair of canvas iheets - 08 


7 Ells of canvas to make a bed 
and bolder, to be filled inVir- 
ginia, ferving for two men >0 8 
5 Ells of coarfe canvas to make 
a bed at fea for two men o 5 
1 Coarfe rug at fea for two meq o 6 


d. 

10 

3 

6 

2 
6 
o 
o 
o 
8 

xo 

3 
o 


o 

o 

o 


400 


Y 2 


Viftuals for a whole Tear for a Man , and 
fo after the Rate for more. 

SB. t. d. 


8 Bufhels of meal 
2 Bufhels of peas 
2 Bufhels of oatmeal 
1 Gallon of aqua vitae 

1 Gallon of oil 

2 Gallons of vinegar 


200 
060 
090 
0 2 5 
036 
0 2 0 


3 3® 


Arms for a Man ; but if half your Men 
be armed it is weU, fo all have Swords 
and Pieces. 

1 Armour complete, light - o 17 o 
1 Long piece, five feet and a half, 

near mufket-bore • - 120 

1 Sword - - - 050 

1 Belt - - - - 010 

1 Bandelier - - - o 1 5 

20 Pounds of powder - 0x80 

<>o Pounds 
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60 Pounds of fftot or lead, piftol 

and goofe fftot - - 050 


4 ' 
1 V > 


3 9 6 


Tools for a Family of fix Ferfons t 
after the Rate for more. 

5 Broad hoes, at 2s. a-piece 0 
5 Narrow hoes, at i6d. a-piece o 
a Broad axes, at 3s. 8d. a-picce o 
5 Felling-axes, at 18d. a-piece o 
2 Steel hand-faws, at i6d. a-piece o 
a Two-hand-faws, at 5s. a-piece o 
1 Whip-faw, fct and filed, with 


box, file, and reft - o 

2 Hammers, 12d. a-piece - o 

3 Shovels, 18d. a-piece - o 

2 Spades, at 18d. a-piece - o 

2 Augers, at 6d. a-piece • o 

6 Chiffels, at 6d. a-piece - o 


2 Piercers, ftocked, 4d. a-picce o 

3 Gimlets, at 2d. a-piece - o 
2 Hatchets, at 2 id. a-piece - o 
2 Frows to cleave pale, 1 Sd. each o 
2 Hand-bills, 2od. a-piece - o 

1 Grindftone - - - o 

Nails of all forts to the value of 2 

2 Pickaxes - - - ° 


and fo 


10 o 
6 8 
7 4 

7 6 
2 8 
10 o 


10 o 

2 O 

4 6 

3 0 

1 o 

3 0 
o 8 
o 6 

3 6 
3 o 

3 4 

4 o 
o o 
3 o 


Houjhold Implements for 

a Family and fix 

Perfons, and fo for more or lefs, after the 

Rate. 



£• t. d. 

1 Iron-pot 

- 070 

1 Kettle 

- 060 

1 Large frying-pan 

- 0 2 6 

1 Gridiron 

- 016 

a Skillets 

05 O 

1 Spit 

1 - 0 2 0 

Platters, dilhes, fpoons of wood 040 


i '8 0 


For fugar, fpice, and fruit, and at 

fea for fix men - - 0126 

So the full charge after this rate 
for each perfon will amount 
about the fum of - 12 10 10 

The paffage of c'ach man is 6 00 
The freight of thefe provifions for 
a man will be above half a ton, , 
which is - - - 1 10 o 

So the whole charge will amount 
to about - - - 20 o o 


658 


^ow if the number be great, nets, hooks, and lines, but clieefc, bacon, kinc, and 
;oats, muft be added. And this is the ufual proportion the Virginia Company do be¬ 
low upon their tenants they fend. • 


A brief Relation , written by Captain Smith to Ilis Majcjly's Cmmiflioncrs, for the 
Reformation of Virginia , concerning fome Afpcrfwns againjiit. 

Honourable Gentlemen, 

FOR fo many fair and navigable rivers fo near adjoining, and piercing through fo 
fair a natural land, free from any inundations, or large fenny unwholefome marlhes, 
I have not feen, read, nor heard of :• and for the building of cities, towns, and- 
wharfage, if they will ufe the means, where there is no more ebb nor flood, nature in 
few places affords any fo convenient, for fait marlhes or quagmires. In this trad; of 
James Town river, I know very few; fome finall marlhes ana fwamps-there are, but 
more profitable than hurtful; and I think there is more low marlh ground betwixt 
Erith and Chelfea, than Kecoughton and the Falls, which is about one hundred and 
eighty miles by the courfe of the river. 

7 Being 
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Being enjoined by our cem.nuffon not to unplant nor vvr^r.c f. 'nges, became 
the channel was fo near the fhorl, where now i« James Tow-:. ■?. 7, grove of 
trees, we cut them down, where the ravages pretending as rr.ucn Eu-f,. , t .- C o aid be, 
they hurt and flew one-and-twenty of us in two hours. At this time < 1 : ( v vS hr 

moft part water and bran, and three ounces of little better Huff in bread :o, r, e men 
a meal $ and thus we lived near three months : our lodgings under boughs <-i tr 4’, 
the favages being our enemies, whom we neither knew nor underftood, ocean.<ns, I 
think, fufficient to make men Tick and die. 

Neceffity thus did enforce me, with eight or nine, to try conclufions amongll ihe 
favages, that vfe got provifion, which recovered the reft, being moft fkk. Six weeks 
I was led captive by thofe barbarians, though fume of my men were flqiu, and the reft 
fled; yet it pleafed God to make their great King’s daughter the means to return ine 
fafe to James Town, and relieve our wants; and then our commonwealth was in all 
eight-and-thirty, the remainder of one hundred and live. 

Being fupplied with one hundred and twenty, with twelve men in a boat of three tons, 
I fpent fourteen weeks in thofe large waters ; the contents of the way of my boat., pro- 
trailed by the fcale of proportion, was about three thoufand miles, befides the river we 
dwell upon, where no Chriftian known ever was, and our diet for the moft part what 
we could find, yet but^one died. 

The favages being acquainted, that by command from England we durft not hurt 
them, were much imboldened; that famine and their infolencies did force me to break 
our oommiflion and inftruftions, caufe Powhatan fly his country, and take the King of 
Pamaunke prifoner; and alfo to keep the King of Pafpahegh in fhackles, and put his 
men to double tafks in chains, till nine-and-thirty of their Kings paid us contribution, 
and the offending favages fent to James Town to punifh at our own diferetion: in the 
two laft years I ftaid there, 1 had not a man flain. 

All thofe conclufions being not able to prevent the bad events of pride and idlenefs, 
having received another lupply of feventy, we were about two hundred in all, but not 
twenty workmen: in following the drift diredlions from England to do that was 
impoflible at that time; fo it happened, that neither we nor they had any thing to eat, 
but what the country afforded naturally; yet of eighty who lived upon oyfters in 
June and July, with a pint of corn a week for a man, lying under trees, and one hundred 
and twenty for the moft part living upon fturgeon, which was dried till we pounded it 
to powder for meal, yet in ten weeks but feven died. 

It is true, we had of tools, arms,*and ammunition fufficient, fome aquavits:, vinegar, 
meal, peafe, and oatmeal, but in two years and a half not fufficient for fix months, 
though by the bills of lading the proportions fent us would well have contented us, not- 
withftanding we fent home ample proofs of pitch, tar, fope-afhes, wainfeoat, clapboard, 
filk-grafs, iron ore, fome fturgeon, and glafs, faflafras, cedar, cyprefs, and black walnut, 
crowned Powhatan, fought the Monacans country, according to the inftruftions fent us, 
but they caufed us negleft more neceflary works: they had better given for pitch and 
foap-alhes one hundred pound a ton in Denmark : we alfo maintained five or fix feve- 
rai plantations. 

James Town being burnt, we rebuilt it and three forts more'} befides the church 
and ftore-houfe, we had about forty or fifty feveral houfes to keep us warm and dry, 
environed with a palifado of fourteen or fifteen feet, and each as much as three or four 
men could carry. We digged a fair well of frefh water in the fort, where we had three 
bulwarks, four-and-twenty pieces of ordnance, of culvering, demiculvering, facar and 
falcon, and moll well mounted upon convenient platforms, planted one hundred acres 

of 
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of com. We had but fix ftlps to tranfport and fupply us, and but two hundred feventy 
feven men, boys, and women, by whofe labours Virginia being brought to this kir$of 
perfection, the mod difficulties paft, and the foundation thus laid by this fmall means: 
yet becaufe we had done no more, they called in our commiffion, took a new in their 
own names*Jand appointed us near as many offices and officers as I had foldicrs, that 
neither knew us, nor we them, without our confents or knowledge; fince there have 
gone more than one hundred (hips of other proportions, and eight or ten thoufand 
people. Now if you pleafe to compare what hath been (pent, fent, difeovered and 
done tlicfe fifteen years, by that wc did in the three firft years, and every governor that 
hath been there fince, give you but fuch an account as this, you may cJtfily find wfiat 
hath been the caufe of thofe difafters in Virginia. 

Then came in Captain Argali and Mr. Sedan, in a (hip of Mr. Cornelius, to fifii.for 
fturgeon, who had fuch good provifion, we contracted with them for it, whereby we 
were better furnilhed than ever. 

Not long after came in feven (hips, with about three hundred people; but rather to 
fupplant us than fupply us; their admiral with their authority being, caft a way in the Ber- 
inudas,very angry they were we had made no better provifion for them. Seven or eight 
weeks wewithflood the inundations of thefe diforderly humours, till I was near blown 
to death with gunpowder, which occafioned me to return for lyigland. 

In the year 1609, about Michaelmas, I left the country, as is formerly related, with 
three (hips, feven boats, commodities to trade, harveft newly gathered, eight weeks 
provifion of corn and meal, about five hundred perfons, three hundred mulkets; (hot, 
powder, and match, with arms for more men than we had. The favages their 
language and habitation, well known to two hundred expert foldiers; nets for fi(h- 
ing, tools of all forts, apparel to fupply their wants: fix mares and a horfe, five or 
fix hundred fwine, many more poultry, what was brought or bred, but victuals there 
remained. 

Having fpent fome fire years, and more than five hundred pounds in procuring the 
letters patents and fetting forward, and near as much more about New England, &c. 
Thus thefe nineteen years I have here and there not fpared any thing according to my 
ability, nor the belt advice I could, to perfuade how thofe ftrange miracles of mifery 
migbi have been prevented, which lamentable experience plainly taught me of neceifity 
muft enfue; but few would believe me till now too dearly they have paid for it. Where¬ 
fore hitherto I have rather left all than undertake impoflibilities, or any more fuch 
coftly talks at fuch chargeable rates: for in neither of thofe two countries have I one 
foot of land, nor the very houfe I builded, nor the ground I digged with my own hands, 
nor ever any content or fatisfadtion at all; and though I fee ordinarily thofe two 
countries (hared before me by them that neither have them nor know them, but by my 
deferiptions; yet that doth not fo much trouble me, as to hear and fee thofe contentions 
and divifions which will hazard if not ruin the profperity of Virginia, if prefent remedy 
be not found, as they have hindered many hundreds who would have been there ere 
now, and makes them yet that are willing to (land in a demurrer. 

For the books and maps I have made, I will thank him that will (hew me fo muCh 
for fo little recompence, and bear with their errors till I have done better. For the 
materials in them I cannot deny, but am ready to affirm them both there and here, upon 
fuch grounds as I have propounded, which is to have but fifteen hundred men to 
fubdue again the favages, fortify the country, difeover that yet unknown, and both 
defend and feed their colony, which I mod humbly refer to His Majefty’s moft judicial 
judgment, and the moft honourable Lords of his privy council, you his trufty and well 
* beloved 
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beloved coromiflioners, and the honourable company of planters and well willers to 
Virginia, New England and Sonftner-Iflands. 

Out of thefe Ob/ervations it f leafed His Majejtys Commiffioners for the Reformation of 
Virginia, to dejtre my Anfwer to thefe feven Quejiions. 

fr Queft. i. WHAT conceive you is the caufe the plantation hath profpered no better 
fince you left it in fo good a forwardnefs ? 

Anfw. Idlenefs and careleffnefs brought all I did in three years in fix months to 
nothing; and'of five hundred I left, fcarce threefcore remained; and had Sir Thomas 
Gates not got from the Bermudas, I think they had been all dead before they could 
be/upplied. 

Queft. 2. What conceive you fhould be the caufe, though the country be good, 
there comes nothing but tobacco ? 

Anfw. The often altering of governors, it feems, caufes every man make ufe of his 
time; and becaufe com was ftinted at two {hillings and fix-pence the buihel, and 
tobacco at three {hillings the pound, and they value a man’s labour a year worth fifty 
or threefcore pounds, but in com not worth ten pounds, prefuming tobacco will 
furnifh them with all things; now make a man’s labour in corn worth threefcore 
pounds, and in tobacco but ten pounds a man, then {hall they have com fufficient to 
entertain all comers, and keep their people in health to do any thing; but till then 
them will be little or nothing to any purpofe. 

Queft. 3. What conceive you to have been the caufe of the maflacre; and had the 
favages had the ufe of any pieces in your time, or when, or by whom they were 
taught ? 

Anfw. The caufe of the mafiacre was the want of martial difdpline, and becaufe 
they would have all the Englilh had by deftroying thofe they found fo carelefly 
fecure, that they were not provided to defend themfelves againft any enemy, being fo 
difperfed as they were. In my time, though Captain Nuport furnifhed them with 
fwords by truck, and many fugitives did the like, and fome pieces they got acci¬ 
dently, yet I got the moll of them again, and it was death to him that ihould {hew a 
favage the ufe of a piece. Since, I underftand, they became fo good {hot, they were 
employed for fowlers and huntfmen by the Englilh. 

Queft. 4. What charge think you would have fettled the government both for 
defence and planting when you left it ? 

Anfw. Twenty thoufand pounds would have hired good labourers and mechanical 
men, and have furniflied them with cattle and all neceflaries, and one hundred of them 
would have done more than a thoufand of thofe that went, though the Lord La Ware, 
Sir Ferdinando Waynman, Sir Thomas Gates, and Sir Thomas Dale were perfuaded 
to the contrary; but when they had tried, they confefled their error. 

Queft. 5. What conceive you would be the remedy and the charge ? 

Anfw. The remedy is to fend lbldiers and all forts of labourers and neceflaries for 
them, that they may be there by next Michaelmas; the which to do well will ftandi 
you in five thoufand pounds: but if His Majefty would pleafe to-lend two of his {hips 
to tranfport them, lefs would ferve, befides the benefit of his grace to the a&ion would 
encourage all men. 

Queft. 6. What think you are the defers of the government both here and there ? 
Anfw. The multiplicity of opinions here, and officers there, makes fuch delays by 
queftions and formality, that as much time is fpent in compliment as in attion y 

befides*, 
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befides, fome are fo defirous to employ their flu'fjs, having fix pounds for every 
paffenger, and three pounds for every ton of good? at which raie a thoufand $ups 
may now better be procured than one at the lird, wlvn the common dock d irayed all 
freights, wages, provifions and magazines, whereby the (hips are fo pottered, as occa- 
fions much dicknefs, difeafes and mortality ; for though all the paffengers die they are 
fure of their freight; and then all mud be fatisfied with orations, difputations, excufes 
and hopes. As for the letters of advice from hence, and their anfivers thence, thdy 
are fo well written, men would believe there were no great doubt of the performance, 
and that all things were well, to which error here they have been ever much fubjeft; 
and there not to believe, or not to relieve the true and poor eftate oV that colony, 
whofe fruits were commonly fpent before they were ripe, and this lol's is nothing to 
them here, whofe great eftates are not fenfible of the lofs of their adventures, and fo 
they think, or will not take notice ; but it is fo with all men, but howfoever they think 
or difpofe of all things at their pleafure, I am fure not myfelf only, but a thoufand 
others have not only fpent the mod of their eftates, but the mod part have lod their 
lives and all, only but to make way for the trial of more new conelulions. and he that 
now will adventure but twelve pounds ten (hillings (hall have better refpeft and as 
much favour than he that fixteen years ago adventured as much, except he have 
money as the other hath, but though he have adventured five, hundred pounds, and 
fpent there never fo much time, if he have no more and not able to begin a family of 
himfelf, ail is lod by order of court. 

But in the beginning it was not fo, all went then out of one purA., till thoP- new 
devices have combined both money and purfe, for at fird there were but fix patentees, 
now more than a thoufand, then but thirteen counfellors, now not lefs than an hundred; 

I fpeak not of all, for there arc fome both honourable and honed, but of thofe officers, 
which did they manage their own edates no better than the affairs of Virginia, they 
would quickly fall to decay fo well as it; but this is mod evident, few officers in 
England it hath caufed to turn bankrupts, nor for all their complaints would leave 
their places, neither yet any of their officers there, not few of the red but they would 
be at home, but fewer adventurers here will adventure any more till they fee the 
bufinefs better edablilhed, although there be fome fo wilfully improvident they care 
for nothing but to get thither, and then if their friends be dead, or want themfelves, 
they aie or live but poorly for want of neceffaries, and to think the old planters can 
relieve them were too much fimplicity, for who here in England is fo charitable to 
feed two or three drangers, have they never fo much, much lefs in Virginia where 
they want for themfelves. Now the general complaint faith, that pride, covetoufnels, 
extortion and oppreffion in a few that engroffes all, than fell all again to the com¬ 
monalty at what rate they pleafe, yea, even men, women and children, for who will 
give mod occafions no fmall mifehief aniongd the planters. 

As for the company, or thofe that do tranfport them, provided of neceffaries, God 
forbid but they (hould receive their charges again with advantage, or that matters 
there (hould not have the fame privilege over their fervants as here, but to fell him or 
her for forty, fifty, or threescore pounds, whom the company hath fent over for eight 
or ten pounds at the mod, without regard how they (hall be maintained with apparel, 
meat, drink, and lodging, is odious, and their fruits datable; therefore fuch merchants 
it were better they were made fuch merchandize themfelves than differed any longer 
to ufe that trade, and thofe are defers diffident to bring a well fettled commonwealth 
to mifery, much more Virginia. 

Queft. 7. How think you it may be re&ified ? 


Anfw. 
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Anfw.^l^Mawfty ptaife toen&le it to crown, and yearly* (Dft both the 
gewtifeft* hoe Hid mere may give their accounts to you, or fome that are'tibt engljtef 
St tOT^tfinefa, that the common-ftock be not fpent in maintaining one hun<#eo meft‘ 
for the governor, one hundred for two deputies, fifty for the treafurer, five-ahd- 
twenty for the fecretary, and more for the marflial and other officers #ho were never 
there nor adventured any thing, but only preferred by favour to be lords over them 
that broke the ice and beat the path, ana mull teach them what to do; if any thing 
happen well it is their glory; if ill, the fault of the old dire&ors, that in all dangers 
muit endure the worn, yet not five hundred of them have fo much as one of the 
others; alfo that there be fome prefent courfe taken to maintain a garrifon to fuppVefs 
the favages, till they be able to fubfift, and that His Maiefty would pleafe to remit hts 
cuftora, or it is to be feared they will lofe cuflom and all, for this cannot be done by 
promifes, hopes, counfels, and countenances, but with fufficient workmen and means 
to maintain them, nor fuch delinquents as here cannot be ruled by all the laws in 
England, yet when the foundation is laid, as I have faid, and a commonwealth 
eftabjjihed, then fuch> there may better be conllrained to labour than here: but to 
re&ify a commonwealth with debauched people is impoffible, and no wife man would 
throw himfelf into fuch a fociety, that intends honefUy, and knows what he under* 
takes, for there is no country to pillage as the Romans found: all you expert from 
thence mull be by labour. 

For the government I think there is as much ado about it as the kingdoms of 
Scotland and Ireland, men here conceiting Virginia as they are, ere&ing as many 
ftately offices as officers with their attendants, as there are labourers in the country, 
where a conftable were as good as twenty of their captains, and three hundred good 
foldiers and labourers better than all the reft that go only to get the fruits of other 
men’s labours by the title of an office. Thus they fpend Michaelmas rent in Mid- 
fummer moon, and would gathdr their harveft before they have planted their corn. 

AsjFor the maintenance of the officers, the firft that went never demanded any, but 
adventured good fums ; and it feems ftrange to me, the fruits of all their labours, 
befides the expence of an hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, and fuch multitudes of 
people, thofe collateral officers could not maintain tnemfelves fo well as the old did, 
and having now fuch liberty to do to the favages what they will, the others had not. 

I more, then wonder they have not five hundred favages to work for them tow ards their 
general maintenance, and as many more to return fome content and fatisfaftion to the 
advent urers, that for all their care, charge and ^diligence, can hear nor fee nothing 
but miferable complaints ; therefore under your corre&ion to rectify all, is with all 
expedition to pals the authority to them who will relieve them, left all be confumed 
ere the differences be determined. And except His Majefty undertake it, or by ad 
of parliament fome fniall tax may be granted throughout his dominions, as a penny 
upon every poll, called a head-penny ; two pence upon every chimney, or fome fuch 
collection might be raifed j and that would be fufficient to give a good ftock, and many 
fervants to fufficient men of any faculty, and tranfport them freely for paying only *' 
homage to the Crown of England, and fuch duties to the public good as their eftates 
increafed, reafon ihould require. Were this put m practice, how many people of what 
quawy you pleafe, for aft thofe difafters would yet gladly go to fpend their lives there, 
and by this means more good might be done in one year, than all thofe petty particular 
un ^f rta «tig* will effeCUq, twenty. 

Far the patent the King may, if he pleafe, rather take'it from them that have it. 
man from us who had it firft, pretending to His Mailftywhtt great matters tbfy would 
vo*.,atm.’ 2 dm, 
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«0^e^‘Jtiiit Without much charged hazaH$|a!nd lofs. If I be td : |@li, I 
humbly ^ratfe your pardon ; but you requefted me, therefore I do but my duty; Tfor! 
the nobility, Mo know not how freely both in then* purfes and afftftance maiiy of 
them have been to advance it, committing the managing of the bufinefs to inferior 
perfons, amongft whom queftionlefs alfo many have done their utmoft beft, fincerely 
? apd truly according to their conceit, opinion, and underftanding ; yet grofs error® 
have been committed : but no man lives without his faults ; for my own part, I have 
fo much ado to amend my own, I have no leifure to look into any man’s in particular, 
but thofe in general I conceive to be true. And fo I humbly reft. 


Your’s to command, I.' S. 

Thus thofe difcords, not being to be compounded among themfelves, nor yet by 
the extraordinary diligence, care and pains of the noble and right worthy commit- 
fioners, Sir William Jones, Sir Nicholas Fortefcue, Sir Francis, Gofton, Sir Rjphard 
Sutton, Sir Henry Bourgchier, and Sir William Pitt; a corante was granted againft 
JVIr. Peputy Farrar, and twenty or thirty others of that party, to plead their caufes 
before the right honourable the lords of His Majefty’s privy council: now notwith¬ 
standing all the relations, examinations, and intercepting of all letters whatfoever come' 
from thence, yet it feems they were fo far unfatisfied, and defired to know the truth, 
as well for the prefervation cf the colony, as to give content and do all men right, they 
feat two cotnmiffioners ftriSly to examine the true ftate of the colony. Upon whole 
return, after mature deliberation, it pleafed His Royal Majefty to fupprefs the courfe of 
the court at Peputy Farrars, and that for the prefent ordering the affairs of Virginia, 
Until he fhould make a more full i'ettlement thereof, the Lord Vifcount Mandevile, 
lord prefident of His Majefty’s privy council, and alfo other privy councillors, with 
many underftanding knights and gentlemen, fhould every Thurfday in the afternoon 
meet at Sir Thomas Smith’s, in Philpot-Iane, where all men whom it fhould concern 
may repair, to receive fuch directions and warrant for their better fecurity, as more at 
large you may fee in the proclamation to that effect, under the great feat of Fmgland, 
dajld the 15th of July 1624. But as for the relations laft returned, what numbers 
•they are, how many cities, corporations, towns, and houfes, cattle and horfes they 
.Jiave, what fortifications or difeoveries they have made, or revenge upon the favages ; 
who are their friends or foes, or wh<£ commodities they have more than tobacco, and 
their prefent eftate, or what is prelently to be put in execution, in that the coin- 
miffioners are not yet fully fatisfied in the one, nor refolved in the other, at this 
prefect time when this went to the profs, I muft entreat you pardon me till I be better 
affured. 

Thus far I have travelled in this wildernefs of Virginia, hot being ignorant for alt 
my paiqs this difeourfe will be wrefted, toffed and turned as many ways as there:is 
leaves ; that I have writ too much of fomc, too little of others, and many fuch like 
objections. To fuch I muft anfwer, in the Company’s name l was requefted to do it: 
if any have concealed their approved experience from my knowledge, they miift 
i^Bcufe me j as'for every fatherlefs, orftolen relation, or whol| yplumes of fophifticati^i 
:h®^earfals, I leave them to thechargeof them that defire them. I thank God I nevSr 
itipertaok any thing yet any could tax me of carelefenefe or cftStonefly.j and whiffs 
he U?I^hohi I am indebted or troublefome 1 Ah ! were thefe my ?i(?cufers but to ckan|je 
cafits a&ud places with me but two years, or till they had done builfomuch as’Iy'lt Jnay 

7 * V" ' '• be. 
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BOOK V. 

The general Hiftory of the Bermudas, now called the Bummer IJles, from their beginning, 

, in the Tear of "our Lord i 59i? t0 this prefent 1824, with ihcir Proceedings, Accidents, 
and prefent EJlate. 

BEFORE we prefent you the matters of fad, it is fit to offer to your view the.ftage 
whereon they were ailed, for as geography without hiftory feemeth a carcafe without 
motion, fo hiftory without geography, wandcreth as a vagrant without a certain habita¬ 
tion, Tbofe iflands lie in the huge main ocean, and two hundred leagues.from any 
continent, fituated in 32 degrees and 25 minutes of northerly latitude, and diftanffrom 
England weft-fouth-weft, about three thoufand three hundred miles, fome twenty miles 
in length, and not paft two miles and ‘a half in breadth, environed with rocks,: which 
to the northward, weft ward, and fouth-eaft, extend further than they have been yet 
well difeovered: by reafon of thofe rocks the country is naturally very rtropg, for there 
is but two places, and fcarce two, unlefs to them who know them well, wheifc fhipping 
may fafely come in, and thofe now are exceeding well fortified, but within is room to 
entertain a royal fleet: the rocks in moft places appear at low water, neither are they 
much covered at high, for it ebbs and flows not paft five feet; the fhore for moft part 
is a rock, fo hardened with the fun, wind, and fea, that it is not apt to be worn away 
with the waves, whofe violence is alfo broke by the rocks before they can come to the 
(hore; it is very uneven, diftributed into hills and dales; the mould is of diveis 
colours, neither clay nor fand, but a mean between; the red which refembleth clay 
is the worft, the whiteft refembling fand, and the blackeft is good, but the brown be¬ 
twixt them both, which they call white, becaufe there is mingled with it a white meal, 
is the beft: under the mould two or three feet deep, and fometimes lefs, is a kind of 
white hard fubftance, which they call the rock: the trees ufually fallen their roots ia 
it} nipther is it indeed rock or ftone, or fo hard, though for moft part harder 
than chalk; nor fo white,'but pumilji-like and fpungy, eafily receiving and containing 
much water. In fome places, clay is found under it; it feems to be engendered with 
rain-water, draining through the earth, and drawing with it of his fubftance unto a 
certain depth, where it congeals ; the hardeft kind of it lies under the red ground like 
quarries, as it were thick Hates one upon another, through which >the river. hath its 
paflage; fo that in fuch plates there is fcarce found any frelh water, for all or the moft 
part of the freft water cometh out of the fea draining through the fand, or thatfub-' 
nance called the rocki leaving the fait behind* it becomes frelh: fom^mes 
Jug wells of frelh water, which We find in moft placer, and but three or fourpaefe 
from the fea fide; foirfe farther, the moft part of them would ebb and flow^as the M 
did, and be level or little higher than the fuperfiees of the fea, and in fome faces'very 
'ftrange,;dark, and cdBvxsribme caves. . , ■ . : • 

' air is moftxid^monly clear, very terapemte, moift, with a moderate heat, very 
geheratimr and hbuiihing of all things, fo as many things 
h#&yield a far greater hwwafe, aadW itbe any living thing, it be- 
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' ...... ... 

whereinTleft'Captfcin de la Bswbotier, my'dearfri^s|, ahdnaflhis cempaciy, and in . 
Augult arrived at Falmouth, in this honfeft Engliflii bark, 1594* " : 

■■■■ ■' Written by me Henry May. 

■ . ■’ __ ' sv* .’» ■ 

Tbejirft Englijh Ship known to have been caji away upon the Bermudas 1609. From the 

Relation of Mr. Jordan, Mr. John Evans, Mr. Henry Shelly, and divers others. 

YOU have heard that when Captain Smith was governor of Virginia, there were 
nine (hips fent with Sir Thomas Gates, and Sir George Somers, and Captain Newport 
with five hundred people, to take in the old commiflion, and rectify a new govern- 
ment; they fet fail in May, and in the height of thirty degrees of northerly latitude, 
they were taken with an extreme ftorm, or rather a part of hericano, upon the 'five- 
ana-twentieth of July, which, as they write, did not only feparate them from the fleet, 
but With the violent working of thqfeas, their (hip became fo (haken, torn, andk^ky, . 
(he received fo much water as covered two tier of hogfheads above the ballaft, that they 
flood up to the middles with buckets, baricos, and kettles, fo bail out the water. 
Thus bailing and pumping three days and three nights without intermiffion, and yet 
the water feemed rather to encreafe than diminilh, infomuch that being all utterly fpent 
with labour, were even refolved without any hope to ihut up the hatches, and commit 
themfelves to the mercy of the fea, which is faid to be mercilefs, or rather to tyt mercy 
of Almighty God, whofe mercy far exceeds all his works; feeing no fenfe ornope in 
man's apprehenfion, but prefently to fink ; fome having fome good and comfortable 
waters, fetched them, and dr ank one to another, as taking their laft leaves until a more 
happy and a more joyful meeting in a more bieffed world, when it pleafed God out of 
his moft gracious and merciful providence, fo to direct and guide their" (hip for her 
moft advantage. 

That Sir George Somers all this time fitting upon the poop, fcarce taking leifure to 
eat nor fleep, coving the fhip to keep her as upright as he could, otherwife (he muft 
long ere that needs have foundered, moft wiihedly and happily deferied land ; where¬ 
upon he moft comfortably encouraged them to follpw their work, many of them being 
faf^fleep : this unlooked-for welcome news, as if it had been a voice from Heaven, 
hurried them all above hatches, to look for that they durft fcarce believe, fo that im- 
providently forfaking that talk which imported no lefs than their lives, they gave fo 
dangerous advantage to their greedy enemy the fait water, which (till entered at the 
large breaches of their poor wooden caftle, as that in gaping after life, they had well- 
nigh fwallowed their death. Surely it is impoflible any (hould now be urged to do his 
belt, and although they knew it, that place all men did foihun, yet they fpread all the 
fail they could to attain them: for not long it was before they (truck upon a rock, dll’' 
a furge of the fea call her from thence, and fo from one to another, till moft luckily 
at laftfo upright betwixt two, as if (he had been in the (locks, till this they expected 
but every blow a death ; but now behold, fuddenly the wind gives place to a calm, and 
the billows, which each by overtaking her, would in an inftant have (hivered her in 
pieces, become peaceable and (till, fo that with all conveniency and eafe, they un- 
fhipped all their goods, vi&uals, and perfons into their boats, and with extreme joy, 
mm almoft to amazednefs, arrived in fafety, though morh than a league from the 
{bore, without the lofs of a man; yet were they in all one hundred and fifty j yef. 
th#r^eliverance was not more ftrangeinfalling fo happily upon the land, as their reeding; 
rmd jdd'ervation was beyond their hopes : tor you have heard, it hath been to the 
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Ih-’theydrld* .P»4-jthfcj found it the-richefti healthfulleft, and pleafapntipft 
th^ em‘ faw, as is formerly faid. . 

‘, JB«n0 thus fafe on fhore, they difpofed themfelves to fearch the ifles for food taxl, 
water:; Others to get afhore what they could from the fhip : not long Sir Georg® • 
wandered but found fuch a fifhing, that in half •an hour, wit ha hSok and line, ne 
took fo many as fufficed the whole company ; in fome places they were fo thick in the 
coves, and To great, they duril not tro in left they fttould bite them; and thefe rock.fifh 
, are fo great that two will load a mfm, and fatter nor better fifn cannot be. Mr. Shelly 
found a bay near a quarter of a mile over, fo full of mullets, as none of them before 
had ever feen or heard of the like. The next day feeking to kill them with fis-gigs, * 
the)' ftruck fo many, the water in many places was red with blood, yet caught not on®, 
but. with'a net they caught fo many as they could draw aihore, with infinite number of 
pilchflps and divers other forts ; great craw-fifhes, in a night by making afire, they 
nave taken in great quantity. Sir George had twice his hook and line broke out pf his 
hand, but the third time he made it fo flrong he caught the fame fifh, which had pulled 
him into the fca, had not his men got hold of him, whereby he had his three hooks again 
which were found in her pelly. At their firft hunting for hogs they found fuch abun¬ 
dance, ting.killed thirty -two; and this hunting and fifhing was appointed to Captain Robert 
Walfingpfci and Mr. Henry Shelly, for the company in general; they report they 
killed at»leaft five hundred, befides pigs, and many that were killed by divers others ; 
for the birds in their feafons, the facility to make their cabins of palmeta leaves, caufed 
many of them utterly forget or delire ever to return from thence, they lived ip fuch 
plenty, peace and eafe. 

t But let us remember bow the knights began to refolve in thofe defperate affairs: 
many proje&s they had, but at hft it was concluded to deck their long-boat with their 
fhip-natches; which done, with all expedition they fent Mr. Raven, a very fuflkient 
mariner, with eight more in her, to Virginia, to have fhipping from thence to fetch- 
them away ; three weeks ora month they expe&ed her return, but to this day fhe 
was never more heard of: all this time was fpent in fearching the ifles. New, although 
God (fill fed them with this abundance of plenty, yet fuch was the malice of envy or 
ambition, for all this good fervice done by Summers, fuch a great difference fell 
ainongft their commanders, that they lived afunder in this diftrefs, rather as mere 
ftrangers»than diftreffed friends. But neceffity fo commanded: patience had the 
vi&ory. , - 

Two fhips at this time by thofe fevcral parties were building; in the mean time 
two children were born ; the boy was called Bermudas; the girl Bermuda, and amoDgft 
all thofe forrows they had a merry Englifh marriage. . The form of thofe ifles you, 
may fee at large in the map of Mr. Norwood, where you may plainly fee no place ? 
known hath better walls, nor a broader ditch. But hiding fimfhed and rigged their 
twApew cedar fhip£ with fuch provifions they faved from the Sea-adventurer, they left ■ 
amanjjft the rocks, they called the one the Patience, the other the Deliverance: they 
ufed hme and oil, as May- did, for pitch and tar. ; Sir George Summere had in his bark 
dp iron at. all, but one bolt in her keeJ. Now hairing made their provifidns of viduals, 
-‘TO^a!if they fet ftul the loth of May i6ip, only leaving two men behind 

^led Chriftc;?her. Carter and Edward Raters, that for their .offences, or the 


feaurtieit' 

daflfcerous,tinfd 


s|iiq0in the world, and they found it the^richeft, healthfulleft, and 
if few, as is formerly Jfaid. 


f tfyrir Judgment, fled into the wopds, and( there rather defired to 
|f.4ays, than ftahd to their trials and the event'of juftfoe; for one of their 
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conforts wsfe and Waters being tied to atree^alfi) 0 be.eaKcated* had 

by chance a%M^i»6ut him, and fo fecretly cat^lfe jrbpe* he ran into.jthe.jwot^ 
Where they ebuld not find him. There were two favages alfo fent from Virginia by 
* Captain Smith, the one called Namuntack, the other Matchumps} but forae fugh 
differences fell between them, that Matchnmps flew Namuntack, and having made a 
holelo bury him, becaufe it was too fhort, he cut off his legs and laid them, by him ; 
which murder h*e concealed till he was in Virginia. 

The 24th of the fame month they arrived in Virginia, at James Town, where they 
found but threefcore perfpns, as you may read at large in the Hiftory of Virginia, of the 
five hundred left by Captain Smith; alfo of the arrival of Lord La Ware, that met them 
thus bound for England, returned them back, and underftanding what plenty Ihere 
■"was of hogs and other good things in the Bermudas, was defirous to fend t.hitjher to 
fupply his neceflary occafions; whereupon Sir George Summers, the bell acquainted 
with the place, whofe noble mind ever regarded a general good more than his own 
ends, though above threefcore years of age, and had means in England faille to 
his rank, offered himfelf, by God’s help, to perform this dangerous voyage again For the 
Bermudas, which was kindly accepted ; fo upon the igth of June he embarked in his 
cedar Chip, about the burthen of thirty tons, and fo fet fail. 

Much foul and crofs weather he had, and was forced to the north parts i.f Virginia, 
where refrefhing himfelf upon this unknown coaft, he could not be diverted from the 
fearch of the Bermudas, where at laft, with his company, he fafely arrived 4 (|S 3 ut fuch 
was his diligence with his extraordinary care, pains, and induftry to difpatch.his bufi- 
nefs, and the ftrength of his body not anfWcring the ever-memorablc courage of his 
mind, having lived fo long in fuch honourable fcrvices, the moll part of his well- 
beloved and virtuous life, God and nature here determined fliould ever remain a per¬ 
petual memory of his much-bewailed forrow for his death. Finding his time but Ihort, 
after he had taken the belt courfe he could to fettle his eftate, like a-valiant captain, he 
exhorted them with all diligence to be conftant to thole plantations, and with all expe¬ 
dition to return to Virginia. In that very place which we now call Saint George’s 
Town, this noble knight died, whereof the place taketh the name. But his men, as 
men amazed, feeing the death of him who was even as the life of them all, embalmed his 
b*dy, and fet fail for England, being the firft that ever went to leek thofe iflands, which 
have been ever fince called Summer’s Hies, in honour of his worthy memory, leaving 
three men behind them, that voluntarily ilaid, whofe names were Chriftopher Carter, 
Edward Waters, there formerly left, as is faid,' and Edward Chard. This cedar fhip 
at laft, with his dead body, arrived at Whitchurch in Dorfetfhire, where, by his friends, 
he was honourably buried, with many vollies of (hot, and the rites of a l’oldier, and 
upon his tomb was bellowed this epitaph: 

Hci mlhi Virginia quod tam cito prsterit sellas, 

Autummis feqnitur, farrier inde & liiems; 

At ver pcrpetuiim nafeelur, & Anglia lasts, 

JDeccrpit (lores florida terra tuas. 

In Englifh thus: 

Alas, Virginia’s furamer fo foon paft. 

Autumn facceeds and llormy winter's Haft, 

Yet England’s joyful faring with joyful Ihowers, 

O Florida, (hull bring thy fweeteft Ijtiwers. 

The honour of this refolution belongs principally to Carter, for through his imppr- 
tiinfty not tb leave fuch a place abandoned. Chard and Waters were moved to day- 

with 
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With htmV the reft promlfed^with lilhthefpqed the^ cpul^ again to reyifit them. 
Bat the Ihijp once out qf fighfiiiissie vtftfee ;:lbrii vthe <fole inhabitants of all thofe 
iflands, bfegan to ere& their litracomraonwealth for a whilewith brotherly regency, 
repairing toe ground, planting corn and fuch feeds and fruits as they had, building at 
houfe, &c. Then making privy fearch amongft the crevices and comers of thofe 
craggy rocks, what this main ocean lince the world’s creation had thrown amongft 
them, at iaft they chanced upon the greateft piece of ambergris that was ever feea or 
heard of in one lump, being in weight fauricore pounds, befides divers ether final! 
pieces. , 

. But now being rich, they grew fo proud and ambitious, contempt took fuch place, 
they fell out for fuperiority, though but three forlorn men, more than three thoufand 
mile® from their native country, and but fmall hope ever to fee it again. Notwit brand¬ 
ing, they fometimes fell from words to blows about mere trifles; in one of which fights 
one of them was bitten by his own dog, as if $he dumb beaft would reprove them of 
their%lly : at laft Chard and Waters, the two greater fpirits, mud try it out in the 
field} but Carter wifely ftole away their weapons, affefting rather to live among his 
enemies, than by being rid of them live alone: and thus thofe miferable men lived 
full two years, fo that all their clothes were near worn clean from their backs, and their 
hopes of any foreign reljef as naked as their bodies. At laft they began to recover their 
wits, yet in a fafliion perhaps would have coft them dearer than when they were mad; 
for conceding a tripartite peace of their Matachin war, they refolved to frame as 
good a "boat as they could, and therein to make a defperate attempt for Virginia, or 
Newfoundland ; but no fooner were they entered into that refolution, but they deferied 
a fail Handing in for the fhore, though they neither knew what Ihe was, nor what lhe 
would, they were fo overjoyed, with all poflible fpeed they went to meet her, and ac¬ 
cording to their hearts’ defire lhe proved an Englifhman, whom they fafely conducted 
into their harbour. • 

Now you are to underftand, that Captain Matthew Summers, nephew and heir to Sir 
George, that returned with his dead body, though both he and his company did their 
utmoft in relating all thofe paflages to their countrymen and adventurers, their rela¬ 
tions were believed but as travellers’ tales, till it came to be apprehended by fame 
of the Virginia Company how beneficial.it might be, and helpful to the plantation m 
Virginia, fo that fome one hundred and twenty of them bought the pretended right of 
all the Company, and had font this fhip to make a trial} but firft they had obtained 
letters patents of the King’s molt Excellent Majefty. Sir Thomas Smith was elefted 
treafurer and governor here, and Mr. Richard More to be governor of the ifles and 
colony there. 

The firft beginning of a Colony in the Summer Ifles , under the command of Mr. Richard 
More t ext railed out of a Plot of Mr. Richard Norwood , Sun>eyor, and the Relations of 
divers others. 

MR. MORE thus finding thofe three men not only well and Iufty, but well ftored 
With divers forts of provifions, as an acre of corn ready to be gathered, numbers of 
pumpeons and Indian beans, many tortoifes ready taken, good ftore of hogs* flefh failed, 
and made in flitches of bacon, were very good; and fo prefently landed his.goods and 
fixty perfons towards the beginning of July 1612, upon .the fouth fide of Smith’s Ifle. 

( Not long after his arrival* More having fome private intelligence of this ambergris, 
juft Chard in examination, he being one of the threethe molt mj^fterfiil ij?iri£ 
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Ifie*'^Ht.^J^lovre had done he knew riot, but ifnfhey had, he doubted nbt but to 
^u^'s^'.meu he ihould know it certainly. This he fpoke oply td win time to . 
fwear his co^Prts t0 focrecy, and he would find, the means how they ihoutd all return 
fcl%f fiiip with it all for England, otherwife they Ihould be deceived of all. 'fill 
this was eue&ed they thought every hour an age; now for the better conveyance of 
it aboard, they acquainted it to Captain Davis, mailer of the (hip, and one Mr. Edwin 
Kendall, that for their fecrecy and tranfportation Ihould participate with them : without 
further ceremony the match was accepted, and abfolutcly concluded, the plot laid, 
time and place fet down to have it aboard. But Carter, were-it for fear the governor 
atlaft ihould know of it, to whom fo often they had denied it, or that the reft Ihould 
deceive him, is uncertain, but mofl certain it is, he revealed all the plot to Mr. More : 
to get fo much wealth he knew would pleafe them in England, though it did difpleafe 
all his company, and to lofe fuch a prize he would not for hazarding a mutiny* So 
firft he revealed himfelf to Kendall in fair terms, reproving his difhonefly; but not 
being anfwered according to his expectation, he committed both Chard and him to 
prifon. 'The next Sabbath-day Davis coming on lbore. More alfo taxed with very 
hard language and many threats, to lay him fall alfo if he rpended not his manners ; 
Davis For the prefent replied little, but went with him to the place of prayer, but in 
the midft of divine fervice he goeth away, commanding all his Teamen to follow hint 
prefently aboard, where he encotirageth them to (land to him like men, and he would 
free the prifoners, have all the ambergris for themfelves, and fo*be gone. 

The governor hearing of this refolution, prepares with his company to repuife force 
with force, fo that a general expectance of a civil uncivil war poiTcfied every man; 
but this threatening gull palled over more calmly than was expected, for Davis 
having better advifed with himfelf, repented his rafhitels, and deiired a reconcilement 
with the governor. Peace thus concluded, Kendall was fet at liberty, but Chard was 
condemned, and upon the ladder to be hanged for his obflinncy ; yet upon better con- 
fideration. More reprieved him, but kept him a prifoner all the time he fluid in the 
country, which was generally thought a very bad reward for his great defert, and tlu.; 
#fere was more of this ambergris embezzled than would have contented all the finders, 
that never had any confidenuion at all. The greateft part though More thus recovered, 
yet Davis and Kendall had fo much, either by the ignorance or connivency of the 
governors, that arriving in England, they prepared themfelves for a new voyage; at 
tall they two falling out, the company having notice thereof, fo tormented them both, 
they gave over their voyage, and durll not be feen a long time after. 

The governor, thus rid of the Ihip and thofc difeontents, removed his font from 


Smith’s file to S^int George’s, after he had fitted up fome fmall cabins of palmata 
leaves for his wife and family, in that valley where now {lands their prime town called 
Saint George’s, he began to apply himfelf to fortify the country, and training his men 
in the exercife of arms; for although he was but a carpenter, he was an excellent 
artift, a good gunner, very witty and induftrious: he built and laid the foundation of 
eight or nine forts*, called the King’s Caftle, Charles Fort, Pembroke’s Fort, Sttiith’s 
. Fort, Page’s Fort, Gate’s P&rt, Warwick’s Caftle, Saint Katharine’s Fort, &c. mounting 
in them all the ordnance he had, preparing the. ground to build houfes, plant corn, 
and fuch faris as they had. ■ 

, IJeing t^lkufied, and as the neceflity of the time required* keeping his men fotne- 
wliat har(^Hi9 r ^ Mr. Keatfhliis minifter. were it by the fecretprovocation of fome 

8 drones 






. b brethren . .... 

breed,ill blood, called the conipany together and alfo the mmifter, rurg w 
diem plainly to tell him wherein he had defcrved thole bird accufatlons: whereojxtev^ 
whfi an univerfai cry they affirmed the contrary, fo that Keath down of his knees to 
a£k him forgivenefs. But Mr. More kindly took him up, willing him to kneel to.' 
God, and hereafter be more model! and charitable in his fpcechcs; notwithftanding ■ 
two other difcontcnls fo upbraided More with that dodlrine, and flood to maintain it, 
He impannelled a jury, with a great deal of feeming much ado he would hang them 
beirijj condemned, one of them with the very fear fell into a dead palfy ; fo that the 
othe$ was fet at liberty, and proved after a very good labourer. 

Many conclufions he tried about the Sea-Venture, the wreck of Sir George Summers, 
but lie got only for his pains but two pieces of ordnance. Having framed a church of 
timber, it was blown down by a temped, fo that he built another in a more clofe place 
with palmeta leaves. 

Before this year w’as expired, the adventurers fent them an advifo with thirty paf- 
fengers and good provilions, to prepare with all expedition for their defence a wain ft 
the Spaniard, whom, they underdood, ere long would vifit them: this occafioned him 
to keep all his men together in that ifle fo hard at work, that wanting liberty to go 
abroad for food, living only on that they had, and expected daily to receive from 
England, they were fo overtoiled, many fell.lick, but none died. Very earned this 
fhip was to have ail the ambergris, which Mr. More perceiving, was the chiefett caufe 
of their coming, and that it was the only loaddone to draw from England dill more 
fupplies; for all the exprefs command fent from the company, he returned this fhip 
bur with the one-third part; fo from thence fhe went to Virginia, and not long after 
arrived fafely in England. , 

But before her return the company fent the Martha with fixty paflongers more ; 
they arrived in June with one Mr. Bartlet to furvey the iflaad, and the edate of the 
colony, with exprefs command for all the ambergris, but More perceiving him not 
as lie would have him, and that the company began to midrud him, would fensfNtyo 
more but another third part, wherewith they returned, leaving a Frenchman to make 
trial of the mulberries for fill;, but he did not bring any thing to perfection, cxcufing . 
himfelf, they were not the right mulberries he expected. About this time they were 
in hope of a finall crop of tobacco,* but it was mod fpoiled for want of knowledge to 
ufe it. Now in England Mr. More became amongd the merchants marvellous diftafte- 
ful, for the detaining fo long the ambergris, which delays they fo much abhorred, 
they forth with difpatched the Elizabeth the fecond time and forty paffengers, much 
rebuking More for fo long detaining the ambergris, for the which, having now ho 
more colourable excufes, he delivered it, wherewith the Ihip went to Virginia, and 
thence home. In this fhip was brought the firft potatoe roots, which flourifhed 
.exceedingly for a lime, till by negligence they werealmod lod (all but two caft-away 
roots) that fo wonderfully have increafed, they are a main relief to all the inhabi¬ 
tants. This fhip was not long gone but there came two Spanilh Uiips, founding with 
.their boat, which attempted io come in, but from the King's Gallic Mr. More made 
but two foot, which caufed them prefently depart. Mark here the handy work of the 
Divine Providence, for they had but three quarters of a barrel of powder tuid but one 
fliot more, and the powder by carcleflnefs was tumbled .down' under 'the musics of 

yet not to^hiecl with, fire-when they were dilcharged., 
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This fear thus appears another much worfe, which was theexfirem^ of famine; 
In this extremity GbdTent Captain Daniel ElfridSvith a carrel of nieal vriiuch a little 
relieved theffi, fcitt bfought with all fo many rare, that within two yea» after near 
ruined all} now though Elfrid'had deceived his friend Fiiher of thi4 carvel in the Wiift 
Indies, they revenged Fifher’s injury, forElfrid had his paffage for England, andf they 
made ufe of all he had. Some two months after, came in the Bleffing, with an hundred 
paffesagers; and two days after the Starre, with a hundred and fourfcore more, amongft 
which were many gentlemen, as Mr. Lower for marfhal, Mr. Barret, Mr. Felgate, and 
divers others', but very unproper for what they undertook. Within fourteen days 
after came in the Margaret and two frigates, and in them one hundred and threefcore 
paffengers; alio Mr. Bartlet came now exprefsly to divide the country into tribes, 
and the tribes into (hares. But Mr. More finding no mention made of any part for 
himfelf nor all them with him, as he was promifed in England, by no means would 
admit of any divifion, nor fuffer his men from finifhing their fortifications, which was fo 
neceffary, it was his main ambition to fee that accomplifhed; but fuch unkindnefs grew 
betwixt this Mr. Bartlet lind the governor, that the rude ipultitude with all the 
difdain they could devife caufed Bartlet’s return for England as lie came. About 
this time William Millington was drawn into thefea by a fifh, but never after ever feen. 

The neglect of this divifion was very hardly conceited in England, fo that Mr. More, 
grew more and more in dillike with the company j notwithftanding he followed the 
building of thefe forts fo earneftly, neglecting planting of corn, till their (tore was near 
all cdnlumed, whereby they became fo feeble and weak, fome would not, others could 
tiot go abroad to feek relief, but ftarved in their houfes, and many that went abroad, 
through weaknefs were fubjefl to be fuddenly furprifed with a difeafe called feagues j 
which was neither pain nor ficknefs, but as it were the higheft degree of weaknefs, 
depriving them of power and ability from the execution of any bodily exercifes, whether 
It were working, walking, or what elfe; being thus taken, if any prefently gave them 
food, many times they ftraight recovered, yet fome after a little reft, would be able to 
walk, but if they found not prefent fuccour, died. 

About this time or immediately before, came in a company of ravens, which gon- 
tmiied amongft them all the time of this mortality, and then departed, which for any 
known, neither before nor fmee were ever feen or heard of: this with divers other 
reafons, caufed Mr. More to go out to fea, to fee if he could difeover any other 
iflands, but he went not far ere ill weather forced him back; and it were a noble 
adventure of him would undertake to make more perfedt, all the dangers are about the 
Summer Hies. t 

Thus famine and mifery caufed Governor More to leave all his works, and fend them 
abroad to get what they could; one hundred and fifty of the moft weak and fick he fent 
to Couper’s Ifle, where were fuch infinite numbers of the birds called cahowes, which 
were fo fearlefs they might take fo many as they would, and that admired abundance of 
fifh, that the extremity of their gluttony was fuch, thofe heavenly bleffings theyfo 
confumed and wafted by carelefnefs and furfeiting, many of them died upon thofe filly 
birds that offered themfelves to the (laughter, which the governor underftanding, caufed 
them for change of air to be removed to Port Royal, and a company of fifhers with a 
boat to relieve them with fifh, but the gang grew fo lazy the poor weaklings ftill died? 
they tjhat remained killed the cattle they found in the ifle, feigning the heat caufed them 
to nut into the fea and fo were drowned j fo that the governor fent again for thorn 
hom^ but fome obtained leave ftill to live abroad j one amongft tfte reft hidhimfelf in, , 
tbejwxxfe, aitd lived only on wilks and latid*crabs, fat and lufty many months, hut moft 
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Af thek . W&> hundred and fifty or two 

hundred grieat fiflieiB c"aily for thar/ood j for, watitlof hooks and lines, the fiqoitb made 
hooks of old Iwords, and lines of ( I ropes, hut finding all thofe poor engines alfodeoay, 
they fent one of the two frigates laft left with them for England, to tell them of tro$ 
mifery, All ftbich was now attributed to Mr. More's perverfenefs, who at firft when 
got the ambergris had not fuch a general applaufe, but now all the worft could 
ppffibly be fuggefted was too good for him; yet not knowing for the prefent how to 
fend a better, they let him continue ftill, though his time was near expired, and with 
all fpeed fent the Welcome fraught with provifion, where fhe well arrived, and proved 
herfelf as welcome in deed as in name; for all thofe extremities, Mr. Lewes Hues 
writeth, not one of all of thofe threefcore that firft began this plantation was dead, which 
{hews it was not itnpoffible, but induitry might have prevented a great part of the others 
fluggifh careleffnefs. 

This fliip much refreflied this miferable colony, but Mr. More feeing they fent not for 
him, his time being now expired, underftanding how badly they reputed him in England, 
and that his employment now was more for their own ends than any good for himfelf, 
refolvcd dire&ly to return with his fliip. Having fettled all things in the beft order he 
could, left the governor to the charge of the council of fix, to fucceed each other 
monthly, till they had further directions from England; whofe names were Captain 
Miles Kendall, Captain John Mansfield, Thomas Knight, Charles Caldycot, Edward 
Waters, and Chriftopher Carter, with twelve others, for their afliftances. More thus 
taking leave of thofe iflands, arrived in England; much wrangling they had, but at 
laft they confirmed him, according to promife, eight fhares of land ; and l’o he was dif- 
miffed of his charge, with lhew of favour, and much friendlhip. 

The rule of thefix Governors. 

THE firft thing they did was calling of lots, who fhould rule firft; which lot lighted 
upon Mr. Caldicot. This laft fupply fomewhat abated the extremity of their miferies, 
and the better in that {Jieir fortifications being finiflied, they had the more leilure to go 
abroad with that means was brought to that purpofe to filh. Chard, as you have heard, 
whom all this while More had kept prifoner, they fet at liberty : now by reafon of their 
former miferies, little or nothing could be done; yet this governor having thus con¬ 
cluded his month, and prepared a frigate and two-and-thirty men, he embarked himfelf 
with two other of his fellow counfeljors; namely, Knight and Waters, for the Weft 
Indies, to get fruits and plants, goats, young cattle, and fuch like. But this poor 
veffel, whether through ill weather, or want of mariners, or both, inftead of the Indies 
fell with the Canaries, where taking a poor Portugal, the which they manned with ten 
of their own people, as foon after feparated from her in a ftorm, and the next day was 
taken by a French pickaroon, fo that the frigate out of hope of her prize, makes a 
fecond time for the Weft Indies, where Ihe no fooner arrived, but foundered in the fea 
but the men in their boat recovered a defolate ille, whereafter forne few months (lay, 
an Englilh pirate took them in, and fome of them at laft got for England, and fome few- 
years after returned to the Summer Ifles. 

Captain John Mansfield?s month. 

, THE fi%ate thus gone, Captain Mans%ld fucceeded. Then was contrived a peti- 
fep» as from the generality, unto the triumvirate, governors, wherein they fupplicated,,, 
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that by no means they fhould refign t)je government to } any. {houI4 coujp. froujEnglanfl*, 
tipon what terms fo&rerV until fix hlonths after the i^turn of their (hipfetit to the Weft 
Indies; about this unwarrantable aSion Mr. LeweS Huesi their preacher, wa? fo vio¬ 
lent in fuppreffing it, that fuch difcontents grew betwixt the governors and him, and 
i; 'divifions among the company, he was arraigned, condemned, and imprifoned, but not, 
long detained before relcafed. Then the matter fell fo hotly again to be difputed 
betwixt him and one Mr. Keith, a Scotchman, that profeffed fcholarfhip, that made 
all'the people in a great combuftion : much ado there was, till at la ft, as they fate in 
the church, and ready to proceed to judiciary courfe againft Mr. Hues, fuddenly fuch 
an extreme guft of wind and weather fo ruffled in the trees and church, feme cried 
our, a miracle ; others, it was but an accident common in thofe ifles, but the hoife 
was fo terrible it diffolved the aflfembly ; notwithll unding, Mr. Hues was again im¬ 
prifoned, and as fuddenly difeharged ; but thofe factions were fo confufed, and their 
relations fo variable, that fuch umieceflary circumftances were better omitted than any 
more difputed. 

This man’s month thus ended, begins Mr. Carter’s, which was altogether fpent in 
qfoietnefs; and then Captain Miles Kendall had the rule, whole month was aifo as 
quietly fpent as his prcdcceffor’s. Then Captain Mansfield begins his fecond month, 
when the Ihip called the Edwin, arrived with good fupplies. About this time divers 
boats going to lea were loft, and fome men drowned ; add many of the company 
repaired to Mr. Hues, that there might be a council according to Mr. More’s order, 
of fix governors and twelve affiftants, whereupon grew as many more fuch fi!ly r brawls 
as before, which at laft concluded with as fimple a reconciliation. In the interim, hap¬ 
pened to a certain number of private perfons as mifcruble and lamentable an accident 
as ever was read or heard of, and thus it was : 

In the month of March, a time moft fubject of all others to fuch tempefts, on a 
Friday there went feven men in a boat of two or three tons, to fifth. The morning being 
fair, 10 eager they were of their journey, fome went fading j neither carried they 
either meat or drink with them, but a few palmeta berries, but being at their lifliing- 
place fome four leagues from the Ihore, fuch a temped arofe, they were quickly driven 
from the fight of land in an overgrown fea, despairing of all hope, only committing 
tij^mfelves to God’s mercy, let the boat drive which way fhe would. On Sunday the 
ftorm being fotfievvhat abated, they hoilted fail, as they thought, towards the ifland. In 
the evening it grew ftark calm, fo that being too weak to ufe their oars, they lay adrife 
that night. The next morning Andrew Hilliard, for now all his companions were 
pad drength either to help him or thcmfelves, before a fmallgale of wind fpread his 
fail again. On Tuefday one died, 1 whom they threw overboard. On Wednefday 
three, and on Thurfday at night the fixth. All thefe but the lad were buried by 
Hilliard in the fea, for fo weak he was grown he could not turn him over as the red, 
whereupon he dripped him, ripping his belly with his knife, throwing his bowels into * 
the water, he fpread his body abroad tinted open with a dick, and fo let it lie as a . 
cidem fo receive fome lucky rain water., and this God fen* him prefenlly after, fo that 
in one (mall fhower he recovered about four fpoonfuls of rain-water to his. unfpeakable 
refrefhment; he alfo preferved .vtear half a pint of blood in a fhoe, which he did fpar- 
ingly drink £&to moid bis mouth: twofcveral days he fed on his flefh, to the quantity 
Qfrv a pound; on the eleventh day from his lofing the fight of land, two flying fifties 
in his boat, whofe warm juicy blood he fucked to his great comfort. But within an . 
after, to his greater comfort, you will not doubt, he once again deferied the land, 
ak '4 within four hours after was cad upon a rock near to Fort Royal, where his boat 
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vras prefently fplit in pieces, but hirqfelf, though extremely weak, made flvft to clamber 
tip fo fleep and high a rock, as would have troubled die ableit mau in the ifle to have 
done that by day he did by night. 

Being thus aflride on a rock, the tumbling fea had goiten fuch pofleiSon in his ' 
brains, that a good while it was before his giddy head would fuller him to venture upon 
the forfaking it : towards the morning he crawls a'hore, and then to his accomplimed 
joy he difeems where lie is, and travels half a day without any rcfrelhment than water, 
whereof wifely and temperately he dinted himf-lf, othenviie cenattily he had drunk h:s 
laft. In which cafe he attains a friend’s houf.*, wliere at the full they look him for a 
. ghofi. but at loft acknowledged and receive*,! him with jo .', his ftory ; idler tome hours, 
of recovery of* (Ircngth to tell it) heard out with admiration. He was not Jong after 
conveyed to the town, where he received his former health, and wa;, living in the year 

fx'y'y. 

The next nows that happened in this* time of cafe, was. that a merry fellow 
having found form- few dollars airmail the Flcmilh wreck, the bruit went current the 


trealure was found, ami thov 
joining of it, before th. y had it 


atia men. Much ado there was to prevent the pur- 
where after they had tired themfelves with fearch- 
ing, that they found amounted not to above twenty pounds fieri ing, which is not unlike 
but to be the remainder of lbmo greater ilore, wafhed from forae wreck not far from 
the fhc.re. 

The company by the Edwin receiving news of the revels were kept in Summer Ifles, 
refolvcd *to make choice of a new governor, called Mr. Daniel 1 acker, that a long 
time had been a planter in Virginia in the government of Captain Smith. All things 
being furnifhed for his voyage, he fet fail in the George, contorted with the Edwin, 
with many pr.lEmgers, which being difeovered by them in thole files, they fuppofed 
them the frigate lent to the Weil Indies ; but when they underlined what they were, 
much preparation they made td refill the new governor. Many great orientations 
appeared on both tides, but when the quondam governor did fee his men for moft pait 
forfake him, all was very well and quietly compounded, and with much kindnefs 
received ant! welcomed afliore, where his commiffion was no fooncr read, than they 
ticcepted and acknowledged him for their governor. 


The Go vernment of Captain Daniel Tucker. 

ABOUT the mid ft of May arrived this governor, where finding the inhabitants 
both abhorring all exacted labour, as alfo in a manner difd.lining and grudging much 
to be commanded by him, it could nor but patlionate any man living. But at lad, 
according to the Virginia order, he let every one was wini him at Saint G .mrges, to 
his talk, to clear grounds, fell trees, fet corn, fquare timbir, plant vines and nth., 
fruits brought out of England. Tlicfe by their taik-mafters by break of day repr-, J to 
the wharf, from ihence to be employed to the place of their employment, til* . me o: 
the clock, arid then in the afternoon from three til! fun-fei. C.-ibie m e. d 
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cloaths, they had for a time a certain kind of bra Is monev witii a hog oub 
in. memory* of the abundane of hags feund at their fiHI hmliug. 

Ihis courfe thus fquared, imitating divers orders tiled in Virginia, by*Sir Tb 
Dale: he began by them to look into his inflruclions given by the company. V\ c. 
upon by one Mr. Richard Norwood a furvevor, font over for that purpofe, in th<: 

-of Mr. Moore, he began to lay out the eight tribes in the mai:, which w ire to con..- 
■of fifty fhares to a tribe j and tvventv-five acres to every (hare. He alfo begau to pH.. 
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fomc colony men, on fome of the efpecial {hares. t He fwore alfo certain of the chief 
p ipn of every tribe to be bailiffs thereof$ and appointed as many men as he was able for all 
iupplicd fhares. The goods landed in the ftore-houfes he fent from thence, and 
difperfed it to his workmen in general: fome boats alfo began to be builtj but the pin- 
nace called the Thomas i'ufpe&ed might make an efcape, was laid up in a dock, where 
ihe yet remaineth. 

In tht* beginning of the fecond month of his government, he directed warrants to all 
the bailiffs, for the holding of a general affine at Saint Georges, and appointed 
Mr. Stokes lieutenant of the King’s cattle at the Gurnet’s Head. The Edwin came 
with him he lent to the Weft Indies, by directions from Em land, to trade wicji the . 
natives for cattle, cor-, plants, and other commodities. A ourfc of great importance, 
which had it been purfucd, would certainly have produce nore hopeful i diets for the 
good of the colony, than all the lupplies and magazin uom England hath or will in 
a long time. 

Prefently after her departure began the affizes, executed by his deputy. The chief 
matter handled was the hanging one John Wood, a Frenchman, for fpeaking many 
diftafteful and mutinous fpeecnes againll the governor, to fiiew the rett by that 
example the power of his authority, which after with his own hands he fo often, 
executed with a baftinado atnongll the poorer fort; many .termed it a cruelty, not 
much lefs than tyranny ; but the fequel is more than ttrange. 

So it was that five of them, feeing by no means they could get p’ff.gc for England, 
refolved to undergo all hazards but they would make an efcape from fuch fervitude. 
The chief mariner and plotter of this bufinefs was Richard Sanders, and his con¬ 
federates, William Goodwin, a {hip-carpenter, Thomas liarifon, a joiner. James Barker, 
a gentleman, and Henry Puet. Theft* repairing to the governor, and with pleating 
insinuations told him, if he would allow them but things neceffary, they would build 
him a boat of two or three tons, with a dofe deck,*fhould go a-filhing all weathers. 
The governor half proud that he had brought his men to fo good a pafs as he con¬ 
ceived, offer thcmfelves to fo neceffary a work, inftantly with ail willingnefs fur- 
nifhed them with all things they could defire, and many fair promifes to encourage 
them to perform it with all expedition. Having made choice of a place moft fit from 
lftbleftation, they went forward with that expedition, that in a Ihort time flu* was 
brought to perfection. By this time, the {hip that brought the governor being ready 
to depart, he fends a lutty gang to go fetch his new boat to carry him aboard, but 
arriving at the place where {he was built, they could hear no more of her, but Ihe was 
gone the laft evening to fea, to try how {he would fail. Much fearch and difpute was 
where this boat fliould be, but at laft they found divers letters in the cabins to this 
effect, directed to the governor, and other their friends, “ that their hard and bad 
ufage was fo intolerable, anti their hope fo fmall ever again to fee their country, or be 
delivered from fuch fervitude, they did rather choofe to put thcmfelves to that defpe- 
rate hazard to go for England, in which if they mifearried, as it was much to be mif- 
trufted, their lives and bloods Ihould be required at their hands was the caule.” A 
conipafs dial Barker had borrowed of Mr. Hues, to whom he wrote that as he had 
often perfuaded them to patience, and that God would pay them though none did, he 
mutt now be contented with the lofs of his dial, with his own do&rine. Such leifurc 
they found to be merry when in the eye of reafon they were marching into a moft 
certain ruin. The governor being thus fatisfied of their efcape, extremely threatened 
them no left; than a hanging, but the ftorms of the ocean they now more feared than 
u: m good provition by bartering they had got from the flhip, where Goodwin in a 
% 9 bravado 
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bravado, told the mariners, though he could not be permitted to go with them, yet 
peradventure he might be, in Englarfd before them ; whereat the matter and his mate 
laughed merrily. But having now been under fail three weeks, the winds fo favoured 
them, they felt nothing of what they had caufe to fear : then a bluftering gale blowing 
in their teeth put them to much extremity for divers days, then becoming more gentle, 
away they paft profperoufly fome eight or ten days more, till meeting a French picca- 
roon, of whom they defired fuccour, he, like himfelf, took from them what he liked, 
leaving them not fo much as a crofs-ftafi’ to obfervc withal, and fo cad them off: their 
courle ftill they continued till their victuals began to fall to the lowctt ebb, and the very 
.knecs.of their fmall veil'd were half hewed away for fire-wood. At laft to their infinite 
joy they arrival in Ireland, where the Earl of Tomund honourably entertained them, 
and caufcd the boat to be hung up for a monument, and well fhe might, for fhe had 
Jailed more than three thoufand three hundred miles by a right line through the main 
lea, without any fight of land, and 1 think, fince God made the world, the like naviga¬ 
tion was never done, nor heard of. This fortunate Sanders going to the Eall Indies, 
in the-rilling fome (hips there took, it was his chance to buy an old cheft for three or 
tour Ihillings, but becaufe it wanted a key he repented his bargain, and would gladly 
have fold it again for lefs : a certain time it lay totted to and fro as a thing he little 
regarded, but at laft havirjg little to do, he broke it open, where he found a thoufand 
pounds lterling, or fo much gold as bought him in England a good eftate, which 
leaving with his wife he returned again to the Eatt Indies. 

The George letting fail three tlays after this el'cape, the governor feized and confif- 
cated all that thofe fugitives left behind them. Within a week after returned the 
Edwin from the Weft Indies, fumilhed with figs, pines, fugar-canes, plaintains, 
papanes, and divers other plants, which were prefently replanted, and fince increafed 
into greater numbers, alfo an Indian and a negro, and fo much ligna vine as defrayed 
all the charge. The governor thus bulled ainongft his plants, making hedges of fig- 
trees and pomegranates, and fcveral divifions by palifadoes for the defence of their 
guarding anil keeping their cattle, for in fuch hulbandry qualities he well deferved 
great commendations. The adventurers, to fupply him, lent with all fpced they could 
the Hopewell, a fmall bark, but an excellent fatter, and in her one Captain Powell, an 
excellent mariner, and well acquainted in the Indies, where he was to go trade, after 
he had landed his paffengers in the Summer llles; but in his journey at the Wcftern 
Ifles meeting a Ilrazil-man, he liked the fugar and paffengers fo well, he manned the 
carvel with his own men, and continued his courfe; but bethinking himfelf how this 
would be entertained at the Summer Ifles, he found fuch doubts, he went dire£Hy for 
the Welt Indies, to take time to refolve what to do: arriving there, he met a French 
rover, one every way as cunning as himfelf, but much more treacherous. A great 
league of kindnefs is foon made between them, upon confidence whereof, Powell, 
and fome of the chief with him, being invited aboard him, is eafily enticed, and in 
the midft of their cups both he and his company treacheroufly made prifoners, and 
thus was forced to give him their prize, or hang at the yard-arm with all his com¬ 
pany. Having fet them afhore, away goes the Frenchman ; Powell’s lhip being but 
hard by, prefently fetched them all aboard, but finding his vi&uals near fpent, and 
no hope at all to recover his prize, fet his Portuguefe on fhore, and fet fail for the 
Summer Ifles; where fafely arriving, he declared the whole paffage to the governor, 
left fome other in telling might make it worfe, of which the governor fceuied well 
enough to approve. 

This 
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This governor ftill fpent his time in good hufbandry, although fomo of the fnarling - 
fort here in England, whom nothing wiil pleai'e, wfit to him, he was fitter to be a gar¬ 
dener than a governor : foir.e time he fpent in digging of a great pond, but that work- 
proved altogether unprofitable. .About that time was held the fecond aflize. The 
greatest matter pa fled, was a proclamation again fi the Spoil of Cahowes, but st came too 
late, for they W're raoft ddlroyed before ; a platform he caufed to be erected by Pagit’s 
Fort, where a good, fort was very nccefiary. Captain Pov.-ell not having performed 
his fervico in the Wdt Indies lie conditioned with the company, is lent thither again 
by this governor, and thirteen or fourteen of his bed men, furnished wall all things 
neeefiliry. In the mean time, the company underUanding that in. January, February, and # 
March, there are many whales,for which f.thing they font the Neptune, a tall ihip, well 
provided with every thing fitting for that purpoie; but before file arrived, Captain 
Tuckar, who had brought alfo with him more proviftons ior that employment, lent 
three good Hud lops to try what could be done; but whether it. was the iuii reel's of the 
whale in fwirnmjng, or the condition of the place, certain it is, for all their labour and 
hazard, they could kill none, though they ilruck many. 

To.begin ins fecond year, he called the third aiiize, whore divers were puniflied as 
their faults deferved : three were condemned to die; two were reprieved, but the third 
was hanged : the next day there was alio a lew for the* repairing two forts; but that 
labour took not fitch effect as was intended, for want of goo.? directions. 

But the great God of Heaven being angry at iom-evvhai happened in thole proceedings, 
caufed fuch an increafe of filly rats in the (pace of two years fo to abound, l>cf„«re they 
regarded them, that they idled not only thole places where they were lirft hude. 1 , hut 
fwimming from place to place, fpread rhemielvcs imo all pans t.f the country, infoinuch 
that there was no iflarid but it was p-JL-.ved with them ; an. I ionic ii!h '■ have been lak -:i 
with rats in their bellies, wiiieh they caught in fwimming from i.'io to iil.r; lin.ir u. its 
they had almoil in every tree, and in 111.1't places iheir burrow:; in the r-ounJ like 
conies ; they fpared not the fruits of the plants or trees, nor the vvrv j ItuiM liiemk-Jw 
but are them up. When they had fet tlu-ir corn, the rats would c.-me by troop:; in 
the night, and ferateh it out of the ground. If by diligent watch any efotped lill it 
came to caring, it fhouhl theti very hardily efcape them ; and ihey b.-ramo mv; mm even 
toithc very perlons of men. They ufeu all the diligence they could for the d.diroying of 
them, nourifiiing cats, both wild and tame, for tint purpoie; they used iv.'.ib me, 
and many times let lire on the woods, that often ian iu.li a mile before it was exffuii; 
every man was enjoined tc» fet twelve traps, and {>,me ul tia ir own accoid have f t near 
an hundred, which they ever viftted twice or thrice in a night; they alfo trained up 
their dogs to hunt them, wherein they became fo expert, tlr.it a guod dog it two or 
three hours would kill forty or fifty. Many other devices tb. y uied to deiU-oy ih -m, 
but could not prevail, finding them fliil incrcafing again if them ; nay, they fo devoured 
the fruits of the earth, that they were deilituic of bread for a year or two ; fo that 
when they had it afterwards, they were fo wearied from it, they can!/ neglected to eat 
it with their meat. B.fidts, ;hey endeavoured fo much for the pluming tobacco 
for prefent gain, that they neglected many things might more have prevr.iled ior their 
good, which cauf’sd atnougft them much weaknUi, and .mortality, liiice the beginning 
ot tnde vermin. 

At lad it pleafed God, but by what means it is not well known, to take them away, 
infotnuch that the wild-cais and many dogs which lived on them, were iamifhed, and 
many of them leaving the woods, came down to their houfes, and to fuch places where 
«* 7 they 
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they ufe to garbifh their fi(h, and became tame. Some have attributed the deftruclion 
of them to the increafe of wild-cal«, but that is not likely they (hould be fo fuddeniy 
increafed rather at that time than four years before; and the chief occafion of this 
fuppofition was, becanfe they faw fotnc companies of them leave the woods and fletv 
themfelves lor want of food : others by the coldnefs of winter, which not withtlanding 
is never fo great there as with us in March, except it be in the wind : beiid-s, the rats 
wanted not the feathers of young birds and chickens, which they daily killed, and pal- 
meta mofs to build themfelves warm nefts out of the wind, us ufually they did; neither 
doth il appear that the cold was 1b mortal to them, feeing they would ordinarily' 
fwim Jivm place to place, and be very fat even in the midlt of winter. It remained! 
thefl, that as God doth fometimes eiFect his will without, fubordinate and fecondary 
cau^s, fo we need, not doubt, but that in the fpeedy increafe of thefe vermin, as alio 
by the prefl-rvation of fo many of them by fuch weak means as they then enjoyed, and 
eipec’iiily in the fo fudden removal of this great annoyance, there was joined with, 
and befidcs the ordinary and manilefl: means, a more immediate and fecret work of 
God. 

About this ti ne , Henry Long, with fevon others, in an extreme florin were cafl. 
away, but t hive of t hem oi'eaped: one of them being a Iked what he thought in the 
word (••■ that extremity ? anfwcred, he thought nothing but gallows claim thy right: 
and it i. ; God well Heard his heard his prayer, and rewarded his ingratitude, for he 
was lunged within half a year alter. In that March alio live men went to lea, but as 
yet wty j:, vor iu ard of, and three more drowned in a boat. By Hilliard’s iioufe grew 
a very fair ct bar, which by a thunder-dap was rent almoft to ftnall Anvers, and a man 
flood by him,at.d Samuel Tanton, molt fearfully blalb.d, yct^iuither they; the houle, 
nor a little child, yet t pair of racks in the houfe was ail torn to fitters. The Neptune 
not long after ani\imr to 
norhs, yei ibnie 

In May tliev ch lened four fail, lb that manning all their forts, they flood two days 
in arms, expecting v.liar they were; at lull they found it Mr. Powell, returned from 
the Well Indies, in the Hopewell, where milling fuch trade as he expedited, theft; three 
frigates coining in his way, he could not chufc but take them; meal, hjdes, and am¬ 
munition was ilitir lading: fair weather the governor made with Powell, till he had 
got all tile goods into his own poiTvflion, and then called Powell to a Uriel account for 
doing fuch an unwarrantable art ; much ado then was betwixt the taker and receiver ; 
but Powell was glad to be excufed to anfwer it in England, leaving all he had taken 
behind him in the ills: the Neptune alfo returned with him, but noble Powell loft all 
his pay anil pillage for this year’s work. For which the company fent for to Tuckar, 
ib that he alfo loll his part a?: well as Powell : notwiihRandirg, the governor by this 
means being lirong in flopping, fitted the carvel with twelve men, under the command 
of Edward Waters, forme) Iv fpoken of, and fent them to Virginia about fuch buflnefs 
as he hud conceived. Arriving; there, they obtained 1'ome goars and hogs, and what 
they could fpare, and lb returned for the Summer Illes; but whether they could not 
find the illes for want of (kill, or beaten oft’ by ill weather, or the ill-will they bare the 
governor, it matters not much ; but they bare up again lor Virginia, where they all re¬ 
mained, and would return no more to Summer Illes. 

The governor thinking to make fame ufe of the hides, fat fame that profefled them- 
felves tanners, to make trial of their (kill; but they loft their labours, and fpoiled the 
bides. Alfo he called another aflizo, concerning a poor fellow called Gabriel, for 
coucealing fome fpecchcs M. Pollard and M. Rich (hould ufe, tending to the difrepu- 

tation 


h ... till) for whale, her fortune proved no better tlfan the gover- 
tre <>1 opinion,, profit might be made by them. 
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tation of the governor, and his injufticeand cruelties; which being brought within the 
compafs of {edition and mutiny, though a yearajfo, many were called in queftion 
about it, although every one ordinarily had {'poke as much. Yet Gabriel, for example 
fake, was condemned to be hanged, and was upon the ladder, but reprieved. The 
other two, M. Pollard and M. Rich, were imprifoned ; but upon better confideration, 
the fa£l appeared fo finalji and .ridiculous, upon their fubmiflion, they were pardoned, 
and reftored to their places. 


The Divifton of the Summer IJ/cs into Tribes , by Mr. Richard Norwood, Survey or. 

ACCORDING to the directions of the Council and Company, as they had deter¬ 
mined by lot, Mr. Norwood took a plot of the ifle, and divided It with as much fitiih- 
fulnefs as he could, aligning to every adventurer his {hare or proportion ; as namely, 
to lay out a largo proportion, to be called the general land, and employed for public 
nfes, as for the maintenance of the governor, minifters, commanders of forts, fol- 
diers, and fuch like : and to this end was afligned Saint George’s Uland, Saint David’s 
Ifland, Longbridge Ifland, Smith’s Uland, Cooper’s Uland, Cony Uland, Noncfuch 
Ifland, part of the main, and fundry other fmail ifles. The red was to be divided into 
eight parts, each part to be called a tribe, and to have his denomination of fome prin¬ 
cipal perfon that was adventurer therein : and accordingly,' the'fir ft tribe to be ea ft ward 
was then called Bedford’s Tribe, now Hamilton’s; the fecond, Smith’s tribe; the third, 
Cavendifli, now Dcvonlhire’s; the fourth, Pembroke’s; the fifth, Puget’s; the fixth, 
Manfil’s, now Warwick’s; the feventh, Southampton ; the eighth. Sands : in the ho¬ 
nours of the Right Honourable the Marquis Hamilton, Sir Thomas Smith, the Earl of 
Devonlhire, the Earl of Pembroke, the Lord Paget, the Earl of Warwick, the Earl 
of Southampton, and Sir Edwin Sands. Again, each of thole tribes were to be 
divided into fifty parts, called {hares; and every adventurer to have his {hares in theft: 
tribes as was determined, by cafting lots in England : the manner of it appears by the 
map, and more largely by his book of the furvey of the country, which is in the 
records of the colony. And then began this which was before as you have heard, but 
as an unfettled and confufed chaos, to receive a difpofition, form, and order, and be- 
cogue indeed a plantation. 


The Names of the Adventurers , and their Shares in every Tribe , according to the Survey, 
and the befi Information yet afeertained of any of their Alterations. 


Hamilton's Tribe. 

Shares. 


James, L. Marquis Hamilton 6 

Sir Edward Harwood - 4 

Mr. John Delbridge - 3 

Mr. John Dike - 3 

Mr. Ellis Roberts - 2 

Mr. Robert Phips - 1 

Mr. Ralph King - 1 

Mr. Quick’s aftignees - 2 

Mr. William Cannig - 4 

Mr. William Cannig . 1 


Shares. 


Mr. William Web - - 1 

Mr. John Bernard’s aftignees 2 

Mr. Elias Roberts, jun. - 1 

Mr. John Gearing - 2 

Mr. Cleophas Smith - 2 

Robert, Earl of Warwick 4 

Mr. Thomas Covell - 3 

Mr. Greenwel’s aftignees - 1 

Mr. Cley - 1 

Mr. Powlfon - 2 

Mr. John Dike - 1! 


Common 
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Shares. 


Common land for conveniency -• 25 

Mr. John Dike »4 

Mr. George Thorp’s affignees * 1 

2. Smith’s Tribe. 

Sir Dudley Dig’s affignees - 2 

Mr. Richard Edwards - - 2 

Mr. William Pane - - - 4 

• Mr. Robert Smith - - - 2 

Mr. George Barclay’s affignees - 5 

Sir Samuel Sands 1 

Mr. Anthony Penniftone - - 4 

Sir Edwin Sands 5 

Sir Thomas Smith - - * 5 

Mr. Richard More • - - - 4 

Mr. Ad. Brumfield - - - 2 

Mr. Robert Jobnfon, Alderman - 5 

Mr. John Wroth - • - 3 

Mr. George Smith ... 4 


* 3. Devovjhire Tribe. 

Mr. Anth. Peniftonc - - 2 

Mr. John Dike - * 

Mr. John Dike . - - 1 

Mr. John Bernard’s heirs - . - 2 

Robert, Earl of Warwick ’ - 2 

Mr. Francis W eft - - - 2 

William, Lord Cavcndilh - - 5 

William, Earl of Devonlhire - 5 

Mr. Edward Luckin . - 5 

Mr. Edward Ditchfield - - * 

Mr. Edward Ditchfield 4 

Mr. William Nicols - - - , 2 

Mr. Edward Ditchfield . - 1 

Mr. John Fletcher ... 2 

Mr. Gideon Delawne - • 2 

Mr. Anth. Penniftone - - 3 

Mr. Beft ■ • - - 2 

Mr. Edward Luckin - - 2 

Mr. Richard Rogers - - 2 

Mr. William Palmer - - 4 
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Shares. 

Mr. Thomas Judwyn 
William, Earl of Pembroke 
Mr. Richard Edwards 
Mr. Harding - . - 

Mr. Richard Edwards 
Mr. Elias Roberts - * 

Mr. Richard Edwards 
Mr. Jacobfon’s affignees 
Mr. John Farrar 
Mr. Nicholas Farrar 
Mr. Nicholas Farrar 
Mr. William Canning 
Mr. Richard Martin 
Mr. Moris Abbot 
Mr. Richard Cafwell 
Mr. Richard Cafwell 
Mr. William Cafwell 
Mr. Richard Edwards 
Mr. Richard Cafwell 
Mr. Richard Edwards 
Mr. George Sands’ affignees 
Mr. William Paine • 

5. Paget’s Tribe. 

Mr. John C.hamberlaine - - 5 

Mr.Tho. Ayres and Mr. t Rich.Wifeman 4 


Mr. Richard Wifeman - - 1 

William, Lord Paget - - 10 

Mr. William Palmer - - 4 

Mr. Bagnell - - - - 5 

Mr. John Bale - - - 1 

Mr. Wheatley 4 

Mr. Chriftopher Barron 4 

Mr. John Wodall 1 

Mr. John Wodall - - - 1 

Mr. Lewis .... 2 
Mr. Owen Arthor’s affignees - 2 

Mr. George Etheridge - - 4 

2 

Sir William Wade - - - 1 

Mr. John Bernard’s heirs - - 1 



4. Pembroke’s Tribe. 


Mr. George Smith ... 4 

Glebe land .... 2 
Mr. Nicholas Hide - - - 1 
Sir Lawrence Hide - - - 1 


6. Warwick’s Tribe. 

Mr. Wheatley ... 2 

Captain Daniel Tucker - - 2 

Mr. William Felgate * - 1 

Robert, Earl of Warwick - 5 

Mr. 










194 
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Mr. George Smith - 

m 

Stftres. 

%5 

,St 

Mr.^fchard More - - , 

Share*. 

6 

Mr. Samuel Tickner 


2 

Mr. George Scot, Mr. Edward Scot, 

Mr. Francis Mevell - 


1 

and Mr. Anthony»Abdy - 

6 

Mr. Stephen Sparrow 


1 

Henry, Earl of Southampton 

- 4 

Mr. Jofeph Man 


5 

Mr. Andrew Broomfield 

- 2 

Captain Daniel Tucker 


2 

Mr, Henry Timbcd - 

- 2 

Mr. Elias More 


1 

Sir Thomas Hcwet 

- 2 

Do&or Anthony Hunton - 


2 

Mr. Perce - 

- 1 

Mr. Francis Moverill 


1 

Sir Ralph Wimvood 

- 2 

# 

Mr. Richard Poulfon 


1 



Mr. Matthew Shephard 


1 

8. Sandy's Tribe. 

r 

Mr. George Tucker' - 


10 

Mr. George Barcklie’s heirs 

s 

Mr. Ch. Clitheroc 


1 

Sir Edwin Sands 

5 

Mr. George Swinow 


2 

Mr. Jerom Hid on 

10 

Mr. Richard Tom lings 


1 

Mr. Tho. Millin and- Mr. John Cuffe 2 

Mr. Francis Moverill 


1 

Mr. Robert Chamberlaine - 

- 2 

Mr. John Waters 


2 

Mr. Abraham Cltamberlaine 

- 1 

Mr. Martin Bond 


2 

Mr. George Smith 

- 2 

7. Southampton*s Tribe . 



Mr. Robert Gore 

3 

Captain Daniel Tucker 


4 

Sir J.dward Sack vile - 

1 

Mr. John Britton 


1 

Sir John Davors 

-• 1 

Mr. Richard Cliarnberland 


3 

Mr. Robert Gore 

2 

Mr. Leon. Harwood’s aflignccs 


1 

Mr. John Delhridge - 

- 1 

Mr. John Banks 


1 

Mr. John Wroth 

1 

Sir Nathaniel Rich - 

* 

12 

Mr. John Weft's heirs 

* 4 

Robert, Earl of Warwick 

- 

3 

Mr. Richafd Chamberlaine 

- 10 


Touching the common ground in each tribe, as alfo the overplus, you inay find that 
at large in the honk of furveys amotigfl their records. 

Now, though the country was final! yet they could not conveniently have been dif- 
pdfed and well fettled, without a true defeription and a furvey of it; and again, every 
man being fettled where he might constantly abide, they knew their bufmefs, and fitted 
their household accordingly ; then they built no more cabins, but lubllantial houfes, 
they cleared their grounds, and planted not only fuch things as would vield them their 
fruits in a few months, but alfo fuch as would afford them profit within a few years} 
fo that in a fhort time the country began to afpire, and nearly approach unto that hap- 
pinefs and profpority wherein tiow it ilourifheth, &c. 

But to follow the hiftory, upon the heft plot of ground could be found, the governor 
prevailed fo much with the generality, they built a fair houfc of cedar, which being 
done, he appropriated it to himfeif. which occaiionod exceeding much diftaftc. About 
this time arrived the Diana, with a good fupply of men and provifion, and the firft 
magazine ever feen in thofe ifles} which courfe is not fo much commended here, as 
curfed and abhorred by reafon of enhancements of all the inhabitants there; fix or 
feven weeks this fhip ftaid, then having towards her freight thirty thoufand weight of 
tobacco} which proving good, and coming to a lucky market, gave great encourage¬ 
ment to the adventurers to go luftily forward in their plantation, and without fuch 
fumfs, theie is nothing but grudging and repining. But about the appropriation of 
this new-built houl’e, many bad difeontents grew betwixt the oppreffed colony and the 

governor. 
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or, cfpecially betwixt him slnd the minifter, and Lewes, who would neither be 
feared with threats, nor imprifonmentj mat their malice continued till they met inEngland, 
of which the minifter made tlie caufe fo plain, he very well and honeftly, it feems, 
difcharged hirnfelf. f 

Now in thofe times of thefe endlefs uncivil broils, two defpcratemenandu proper gen¬ 
tlewoman got into a boat, and thinking to make an efcape to Virginia, as appeared by 
fomc letters they left behind them, were never more heard on. The very next month 
after, the like was attempted by fix others, fo defirous they were to be rid of their 
fervi tilde; but their plot being difeovered by one of their fociety, they were appre¬ 
hended, arraigned, and condemned to be hanged ; the next day being led with 
‘halfci* about their necks to the place of execution, one was hanged, and the reft: 
reprh yed. 

The Diana arriving well in England, for all the infinite numbers of complaints, the 
tobacco did hJp to fweeten all manner of grievances, yet it bred a diftafte in the 
opinions of fu many, tin y began to think of another governor; but for that time it was 
fo qualified by divers o|' his friends, they difpntched away the Jilefting, which arrived 
in the Summer Die s. Though their general letter was fair and courteous £ the 
governor, v,t by the report of the paffengers and divers particular letters from his 
friends, it was allured him his cruelty and covetoufnefs, for all his pains and induflry, 
was much diiliked, nor Vas he like to enjoy his houfe. and that, land he had 
planted for himlelf, by the extreme oppreflion of the commonalty. This caulbd fo 
nu'uiy jt,aloufi;'s to a rife in his conceit, that at hill lie fully refolved to return by this {hip, 
that no ilioner let fail from l'.ngland, than they proceeded to the nomination of a new 
governor. Many were prefented according to the affections of thole that wove to give 
in their voices, but it chiclly refled betwixt one Captain Southwell, and one Mr. 
Nathaniel Bntier, where we will leave them awhile to the confideration of the court 
and company. Now Captain Tutkar having inllituted Captain Kendall one of the fix 
govert v . l,dore Ipokcn of) for his J’ubftitutc, returned with thksfliip dirctllv for England, 
as veil to e.vcuie himfelf of thole objections he fiji'pebted, a.-, to got a dared him the 
houfe and land he had allotted for himiell, left it might otherwife be difpofed of in his 
abl e ace. 

Collected out of their records by N. B. and the relations of 
Mr. Pot.i.ARD, and divers others. 


The Government of Cnptnhi MiJes Kauhill, D'-pntyfor Ceptnin Tiulnr. 

THE unexpected return of Captain Tucker caufed a demur in the election of the 
new governor; lb me perfuading tbefe oft changes were fo troublelbme, dangerous, 
and chargeable, it were l.vli to continue Captain Kendall j others again flood for Cap¬ 
tain Tuckar ; but during the time of thefe opinions, the Cilliftou or was dispatched 
with a iuppiy. Now .1 ihouk! have renuirht red, Twknr \v;vi no {honor ou: oi the 
harbour, but he met Mr. Elf red, in a ihip cal! d the Trcufiuvr, fern from Virginia, to 
trade ; by her he writ to hi-, deouty, Mr. Kendall, to have a car:: ■•fall things, and be¬ 
ware o{ too much acquaintance with this ihip, which he full''.vied vis bound for the 
Weft Indies. Notwitlrikmuing, Kiln'd received what kindnefs the ifie could afford ; 
he promiled to vevifit them at his return ; this done, br-c.nih* they would not be govern- 
leis when his doputyfliip was expired, there was a general rdfombly, and by that election 
Kendall was confirmed to fuccetti Mil governor. Now they began to apply thorn (elves 
to thefiniftnug fome platform about Smith’s fort^andpaying the foundation of a church 
vor,. xiii. o t: to 
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tO be bulk of cedar, till the Gilliflower arrived with fome private letters to Kemfalf,. 
how he was ele&ed governor of thofe ifles for tfrfce years. During her flay, they held 
their aflizes, where, for fome few fufpeflted fa&s, three were condemned, and the better 
to terrify the reft, led to the place of execution, but reprieved* divers of the reft had 
their faults pardoned, and the Gilliflower let fail for Newfoundland. 

The love and kindnefs, honefty and induftry of this Captain Kendall hath been very 
much commended, by others fomewhat difliked ; but an angel in thofe employments 
cannot pleafe all men ; yet this confederation bred much ill blood as well here as there, 
fo that the company dire&ly concluded, Captain Butler fhould, with what expedition 
they could, go to be their governor: in the interim, they took the opportunity of a 
fhip, called the Seaflower, bound for Virginia, and by her fent a preacher find his 
family, with divers pafi’engers, and news of a new governor. This bred a great.diftafte 
amongft many, that flill they lhould have new officers and ftrangers for their governors 
they never heard of, and themfelvcs lttll kept there whether they would or no, without 
gny preferment, no, nor fcarce any of them there inhabiting, to have any land at all of 
their own, but live all as tenants, or as other men’s poor fervanjs. 

.About this time came in Captain Kerby with a finall bark, from the Weft Indies, 
who having refrefhed himfclf, was very kindly ufed by the governor, and fo departed. 
Not long after, a Dutch frigate was caft away upon the we (tern fhore; yet, by the help 
of the Englifh, they faved the men, though the fliip peri filed amongft the rocks. A 
little after, one Enfign Wood being about the loading of a piece, by thrufling a pike 
into the concavity, grating upon the fhot, or fomewhat about the powder, (truck fire 
within her, and fo difeharged, but wounded him cruelly, and blew him into the fta, 
though he was got out by fome that ftood by him, yet he died of thofe wounds. 
Within two or three days after. Captain Elfred now comes in a fecond time ; but of 
that we fliall fay more in the government of Captain Butler, who prefently after 
arrived with a good fupply, and was kindly entertained by Captain Kendall and all the 
colony. 

From a relation of Tito. Si*ari:es, and divers others. 


The Government of Captain Nathaniel Butler. 

CAPTAIN Butler being arrived the 2cth of October 1619, fome muttcrings there 
was how to maintain their election of Captain Kendall, but belter remembering them- 
felves, that conceit quickly diflblved. The next day, Kendall, the minifters, and the 
council went aboard to falule the new governor, where, after they had dined with the 
beft entertainment he could give them, they faw the redoubt belonging to the King’s 
cjiftle by a mifchance on fire, whither he repaired with all the means he could to 
quench it; but all the platform and carriages were confumed before their facts, and 
they could not help it. Two days after he went up to the town, had Iiis commiffion 
publicly read, made a fhort fpeech fo the company, and fo took upon him the govern¬ 
ment. * Then prefently he be gan to repair the molt needfary defects: the next month 
came in ilu* Garland, fcnt from England fix or feven weeks before him; fo that being 
leventeen weeks in her voyage, it was fo tedious and grievous to divers of the frefh- 
waier paffengers, that fuch a ficknel's bred amongft them, many died, as well failors as 
pafiengi-rs. Having taken the beft order he could for their rcleaie, pafTed through all 
the tribes, and he ld his firft aflize in Captain Tuckar’s houfe at the overplus. Towards 
the laft of this month of November, there arofe a molt terrible ftorm or hericano, that 
blew up many great trees by the root§: the Warwick, that brought the governor, was 
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tuft away, bat the Garland rid by hetkfaved herfelf by cutting down her mails; attd 
not long after, a fecond ftorm, no’lefs violent than the firft, wherein the mount, 
which was a frame oT wood built by Mr. More, for a watch-tower to look out to fea, 
was blown up by the jbots, and all that winter crop of corn blafted j and thus was the 
new governor welcomed. 

With the beginning of the new year he began his firft piece of fortification upon a 
rock which flanks the King’s caftle,and finding the (hip called the Treafurer ftark rot¬ 
ten and unferviceable, he took nine pieces of ordnance from her to ferve other ufes. 
The Garland, for want of means, could not make her voyage to Virginia, as ihe was 
.appointed; wherefore he entertained her to return to England, with all the tobacco 
they had in the ifle. It was January before ihe departed, in which time ihe failed not 
much to have been twice caft away; but thofe itrange and unavoidable mifchances 
rather feemed to quicken the governor’s induftry than to dull it. Having finiihed the 
church begun lay Captain Kendall, with an infinite toil and labour he got three pieces 
out of the wreck Warwick ; having an excellent Dutch carpenter, he entertained of 
them that were caft away in the Dutch frigate, he employed him in building of boats, 
whereof they were in exceeding great want. In February they difeovered a tall fhip 
beating to and again, as it feemed by her working, being ignorant of the coaft: fome 
thought her a Spaniard, tc^ view their forts, which (land moft to that part Ihe fo nearly 
approached ; fome Engliih, but the moft fome Dutch man of war; the wind blew fo 
high, they durlt not fend out a boat, though they much doubted flie would be foul of 
their rocks, but at laft flic bore up rommy for the fea, and we heard of her no more. 
That evening, a lucky fellow it fiiould fectn he was, that found a piece of ambergris 
of eight ounces, as he had twice before, which bringing to the governor, he had ready 
money for the one half, after three pounds an ounce, according to their order of court, 
to encourage others to look out for more, and prevent that mifciiief enfueth by con¬ 
cealing of it. • 

Within a few days after, they deferied two frigates, that came clofe to the ihore, and 
fent a letter to the governor, writ in Italian, that they were Hollanders, had been in 
the Welt Indies, and defired but to arrive, rcfrelh thcmfelvcs with wood and water, and 
fo begone. The governor forthwith font them to underhand, that being there under 
His Majcfty of England, to command thofe ifles, he was to carry himfelf a friend to his 
friends, and an enemy to his enemies; if therefore he could Ihew a lawful commiflion 
for his being honeftly and nobly employed, he and his ihould be kindly welcome, other- 
wile they were to adventure at their perils. But his commiflion was fo good, he ftaid 
there two months, and was fo well fitted with oil and bacon, they were all glad and 
happy of this Dutch Captain Scoutan’s arrival, with many thanks to their old friend 
Captain Powell, that had conducted him thither: the colony being exceedingly in 
great want and diltrefs, bought the moft part of it at reafonable rates ; fo Captain 
Scoutan returned to the Weft Indies, and Captain Powell, for his part, in the Low 
Countries. Whilft thelc things were in a&ion, the adventurers in England made 
many a long look for their fhips ; at laft, the Garland brought them all the news, but 
the tobacco was fo fpoiled, either in the halving lhip, or the making up, it caufed a 
great fufpicion there could be none was good come from thofe ifles; where, (were they 
but perfetl in the cure) queftionlefs it would be much better than a great quantity of 
that they fell for verinas, and many a thoufand of it in London hath been bought and 
fold by that title. 

The governor being clear of thofe diftra&ions, falls upon the reftoring of the burnt 
redoubt, where he cuts out a large new platform,.and mounts feven great pieces of 

c c 2 ordnance 



19^ 


smith’s VIRGINIA* 


"ordnance upon new carriages of cedar. Now amongft all thofe troubles, it was not 
the lfoft to bring the, two minifters to fubferibe to file Book of Common Prayer, which 
all the bifhops in England could not do. Finding it high time fo attempt lome con¬ 
formity, bethought himfelf of the Liturgy of Guernfey and Jerfey, wherein all thofe 
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out ot French into Enghlh, and cauleu the ekieir minuter upon «u«-^ 
the ufe thereof at St. George’s Town, where himfelf, moll of t he council, officers, and 
auditory, received the facrament; the which form they continued during the time ot 
his government. _ # 

Much about this time, in f’uch a fair morning that had invited many boats far out 
to the fea to fifh, did rife fueb a hurricane that much endangered them all, lo- .that 
one of them with two boys was driven to fea, and never more heard of. I he milliners 
thus agreed, a proclamation was publifhed for keeping of the i. bbath, and all the de¬ 
fective carriages he endeavoured to have renewed, built a final! boat of cedar only to 
go with oars, to be ready upon any occafion to difeover any flapping, and rook order 
every fort fliouid have the like ; alio caufed numbers ol cedars to be brought from 
divers places in floats, to rebuild the mount, which with an imfpeakable toil was railed 
feven feet higher than before, and a falcon mounted at the foot, to oe always dti- 


charged for a warning to all the forts, upon the difeovery of any fhipping, and this he 



which he fo well an! vvered, their own fharnes did cattle them to tk lill from that impor¬ 
tunity, and voluntarily perform as much as he required. 

Finding accidentally a little crofs erected in a bye-place, among ft a many of bullies, 
underftanding there was buried the heart and entrails*of Sir George Summers, he re- 
folved to have a better memory for fo worthy a lokiicr than that: fo finding alio a 
great marble ftone brought out of England, lie cauled it by unions to be wrought 
handfomely, and laid over the place, which he environed with a fquare wall of hewn 
ftone, tomb like ; wherein he caufed to be graven this epitaph he had competed, 
a»d fixed it upon the marble ftone ; and thus it was : 


In the year one thoufaiid fix hundred and eleven. 
Noble Sir George Summers went Inner t<> heaven ; 
Whole well tried worth that held him l!ill employed, 
Gave h«n the knowledge of the wen Id fo wide. 
Ilencc "twas by hcavco’s decree, that to this place 
lit brought new gueils, and name to mutual grace, 
A l L.it l.is foul and body being to part, 

He here bequeath’d his entrails and his heart. 


Upon the fixth of June began the fecond aflize, that reduced them to the direft 
form ufed in England. For betides the governor and council, they have the baililhs of 
the tribes, in nature of the deputy-lieutenants of the fhires in England, lor to them 
are all precepts at id warrants directed, and accordingly anfwered and relpecled ; they 
perform alto the duties of jullices of peace, within their limits, lhe lubordinatft 
officers to thefe ip every tribe, are the conftablcs, head-boroughs, and church-wardens; 
thefe art the triers of the tobacco, which if they allow riot to be merchantable, is burnt; 
and thefe are the executioners of their civil and politic caufes. 


For 
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For points of war and martial affairs, they have the governor for lieutenant-general, 
theferjeant-major, mafterof ordnfcilce, captains of companies, captains of fort's, with 
their 4‘verai officers, to train and exercife thofe numbers under their charge,' in martial 
difcipline. 

Concerning their courts for dccifion of right and jufiice, the firft, though lafl: in. 
conftitution, is their general aflbmbly ; allowed by tin- ftate in England, in the nature 
of a parliament, confiding of about forty perfons; viz. the governor, the council, 
the bailiffs of the tribes, and two burgefles of each tribe chofen by voices in the tribe, 
befides fuchof the clergy as the governor thinks inoft fit, to be held once a year, as 
you /hall hear more thereof hereafter. The next court is the affize or jails of delivery, 
held twice every year, in Chriftmas and Whitfim week, for all criminal offenders, 
aiKUcivil caufes betwixt party and party ; as actions of debt, trefpafs, battery, flander, 
and the like; and thefe are determined bv a jury of twelve men, and above them is 
alfo a grand jury to examine matters of greater confluence. The lafl day t of the 
affi/.c might alJb well be held a court, for hearing the trail fgrefiions in matters of con- 
tempr, milbehaviour.towards any magiflrate, riots, feditious fpeakers, contemners' of 
warrants, ami fuch like: there are alfo as occafion {hail require, many matters heard 
by the governor, or his officers, and oft jufiice done in feveral places, but thofe are but 
as days of hearing, and as preparatives agaiufl their courts, fxc. 

At this lafl aiiize eighteen were arraigned for criminal caufes, a number very extra¬ 
ordinary confidering the place ; but now occafioned by retuoa of the hard year, and 
the iltjjrc of ill-ch.oli.-u new comers ; of thefe, l’oine were cenfured to the whipping- 
poit, Ionic burned in the hand, but two were condemned to die, vet the one was 
reprieved, the other hanged ; this done, every man returned to his home : manv 
trials they made again about the Warwick, but to [mail purpofe, her ordnance being 
laflied fo fail they could not be unlooicd, till the ropes and decks were rotten, yet forne 
few butts of beer being floated •they got, which, though it had lain fix months under 
water, was very good, notwithflanding the next year they recovered five pieces of ord¬ 
nance. 

I ; pen the firfl of Auguft, according to the company’s innruclions from England, , 
began the general aff’embly at the town of St. George, which was the firft thefe Hies 
ever had ; confiding, as is laid, of the governor, council, bailiffs, and burgeifes, and 
a lecrelary to wl:om all bills were preiented, and by him openly read in the houfe, 
alio a clerk to record the ads, being thirty-two in all; fifteen of which being lent 
into i.iigkmd, were by a general tonfent received and enacted, thp titles whereof 
are thefe following as for all the realbas for them, they would be too tedious to 
recite. 



and 
cen 

how carelefs many are in preferring their friends, or fending fometimes any they can , 
procure to go, fuch unferviceable people fhould be returned b:ick at their charge that 
font them, rather than be burdenfome to the poor inhabitants in the ifles. The third, 
the neceflary manning the King’s Caflle, being the key of the ifle# that a garrifon of 
twelve able men fhould be there always rofulent; and three thoufand ears of corn, and 
one thoufand pounds of tobacco paid than by the generality yearly, as a penfion. The 
fourth, again!!: the making unmerchantable tobacco, and officers iworn to make true 
trials, and burn that was naught. The fifth, enjoined the cre&ion of certain, public 
bridges, and the maintenance of them. The fixth, for a continual fupply of’ victuals 

for 
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for all the forts, to be preferved till fome great occafion to ufe it. The feventh was, 
for two fixed days every year for the affixes. Th£ eighth, commands the making of 
highways, and prohibiting the paffage over men’s grounds and planted fields, as well 
to prevent the fpoiling of gardens, as convenience to anfwer any alarm. The ninth, 
for the preferving young tortoifes and birds, that were carelclsly deftroyed. The 
tenth, provided againft vagabonds, and prohibited the entertainment of other men’s 
fervants. The eleventh, compelled the letting of a due quantity of com for every 
family. The twelfth, the care: corn being fet, enjoined the keeping up of their poul¬ 
try till it was pall their readies. The thirteenth, lor the prefervation of fufficient 
fences, and againft the fdlir.g of marked trees appointed for bounds. The fourteenth, 
granted to a levy for a thousand pound weight of tobacco, towards the payment of 
public works, as the bridges and the mount. The fifteenth, for the enjoining an 
acknowledgment and reception of all refident governors, and the warranting him to 
continue, though his time be expired, till the arrival of a legitimate fucceflor from 
England, to prevent all unmeet and pfefumptuous elections, belides it was defired by 
petition in England, the new governors fliould live two months as a private man after 
his arrival, if his prtdcceffor did flay fo long, the better to learn and obferve his courfe. 
And thefc are the contents of thofe fifteen acts, applied as you may perceive, which 
the laws of England could not take notice of, bt-caufe every climate hath Ibmcwhat to 
itfclf in that kind in particular; for otherwile as it is conceived, it hath been a 
high impudence and prefuniption to have meddled with them, or indeed with any 
fuch as thcle laws, that had with fuch great juilice and judgment always provided 
for. 

No fooner was this bufinefs over, but the magazine fliip is dlfcovered, and that night 
came into the harbour, but in a very weak and iicklv cafe, having cait overboard twenty 
or thirty of her people; and lb violent was the infection, that the molt part of the failors, 
as well as pafl’engers, were fo fick, or difmaytd, or both, that the mailer confelfcd, 
had they ftaidat the lea but a week longer, they had all perifhed. r J here arrived with 
this fliip clivers gentlemen of good fa (hi on, with their wives and families ; but many of 
tliem crazy by the tedioufnefs of the voyage : hovvibever, moll of them, by the excel¬ 
lent falubrity of the air, than which the world hath not a better, foon after recovered ; 
yfftfome there were that died prefently after they got aft tore, it being certainly the 
quality of the place, either to kill, or cure quickly, as the bodies are more or lefs 
corrupted. By this (hip the company lent a fupply of ten perfons for the generality, 
but of fuch bad condition that it ieemed they had picked the males out of Newgate, 
the females from Bridewell: as the governor found it his belt courfe, to grant out the 
women to fuch as were lb greedy of wives, and would needs have them for better for 
worfe ; and the men he placed in the King’s Caftle lor loldiers. But this bad, weak, 
fickly fupply being difperfed for their bell relief, by the much employment of his boats 
in removing them, many of his own men became infected, fo that for fome weeks 
they were not able to do him any for vice at all. Strict inftruftions alfo they brought 
for the planting of fugar canes, for w hich the ifland being rocky and dry, is fo im¬ 
proper, that few as yet have been feen to prolper ; yet there are others hold the con¬ 
trary opinion, that* there is rain fo ordinarily, the ifles are fo moift, as produccth all 
their plants in fuch infinite abundance ; there is no great reafon to fufpedt this, were it 
rightly tiled, more than the reft. Seventy thoufand weight of tobacco being prepared 
towards her freight, (he returned for England. No fooner was file gone than came in 
another, fent by the company and generality, well conditioned, but fhe failed not much 
to have been caft away amongft thofe dangerous and terrible rocks; by her catrfe alfo 

exprefs 
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exprefs command, they (hould entertain no other (hips, than were dire&ly fent from 
the company : this caufed much grudging, and indeed a general diftra&ion and excla¬ 
mation among the inhabitants, to be thus conftrained to buy what they warned, and fell 
what they had at what price the magazine pieafed, and to debar true men from coming 
to them for trade or relief, that were daily received in all the harbours in England. 
So long this (hip (laid going for freight and wages, the matter not caring how long he 
lay at that rate in a good harbour, the governor was ready to fend her away by procla¬ 
mation. Thus ended the firft year of the government of C. Butler. 

With the firft of the fecond year were held the affixes, where all the bailiffs were 
fined for not giving a beginning to the building of the bridges; there was alfo an 
ordfir to redrain the exceffivc wages all handicraftmen would have; and that the 
churchwardens (hould meet twice a year, to have all their preferments made perfect 
againlt the affixes. The affixes done, all the ableft men were trained in their arms, and 
then departed to their own homes. The town thus cleared, he made certain new car¬ 
riages for fome demi-culverines, and a large new ftore-houl'e of cedar for the yearly 
magazine goods; finjfhed Warwick’s fort, begun by Mr. More, and made a new plat¬ 
form at Paget’s Fort, alfo a fair houfe of lime and done for the town-houfe. The 
three bridges appointed by the general aflembly, was followed with fuch diligence, 
though they were more than a hundred, or a hundred and twenty feet in length, hav¬ 
ing the foundation and arches in the fea, were railed and accomplifhed, fo that'man or 
bead with facility might pal’s them. 

At yVhitfunday was held the fourth general affizc at Saint George's, where were 
tried twenty lbveral caufes; four or five were whipped or burnt in the hand, for 
breaking of houfes: alfo an order was made, that the party cad in the trial of any 
caule (hould pay to every of the jurors four-pence j moreover, that not pad ten leaves 
at the molt (hould grow upon a plant of tobacco, and that alfo in the making it up, a 
didinction (hould diligently be obierved of two kinds, a better and aworle: then they 
built a ftrong done houfe for the captain of the King’s cadle and corps du guard, and 
repaired what defeats they could find in the platforms and carriages:. 

Captain Powell, fo oft mentioned, having been in the Weft Indies fur the States of 
Holland, came to an anchor within (hot of their ordnance, defiring admittance for 
wood and water, of which he had great need, but the governor would not permit 
him, fo he weighed and departed ; whereat the company were fo mad, it was not 
poflible to condrain them to eeafe their exclamations againlt the company’s inhibition, 
till they were weary with exclaiming: but dill for their better defence, not thinking 
themklves diffidently fccurc, having finifhed two new platforms more, arrived the 
magazine (hip, but her mader was dead, and many of the paffengers, the red for 
mod part very fick ; and withal, a ftrange and wonderful report of much complaint 
made againlt the governor to the company in England, by fome of them returned in 
the lall year’s (hipping; but it was eight days before fhe could get in, by reafon of ill 
feather, being forced again to fea ; fo that time they kept every night continually great 
fires, fhe might fee the ifle as well by night as day ; but at lait fhe arrived, and he 
'plainly underftood he had more caute a great deal to look for mifeondrudtion of all 
his fervice, than an acknowledgment, much lels a recoin pence, any better than his 
prcdecefibrs} but it is no new thing to requite the bed defert with the viled of 
ingratitude. 

lhe very next day’s night after the arrival of the magazine-fliip, news was brought 
the governor by a difmayed medenger from Sands’s tribe, that one hundred Spaniards 
wereianded jn that part, and divers diips difeovered at fea > whereupon he presently 

7 manned; 
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manned the forts, and inftantly made thitherward in pcrfon with twenty men, deter¬ 
mining as lie found caufe to draw together more strength by the way. Being got 
thither by the break of the next day, inftead of an enemy, which he expe&ed, he 
met only with a company of poor diltrelied Portuguefe and Spaniards, who in their 
paffage from Carthagena in the Weft Indies, in confort with the Spanifh fleet of Plate, 
by the fame ftorrn that had endangered the magazine fliip, loft theirs upon thofe 
terrible rocks, being to the number of feventy perfons, were ftrangdy preferved, and 
the manner was thus: 

About fun-ill their fliip beating amongft the rocks, feme twenty of the bailors got 
into the boat with what treafurc they could, leaving the captain, the mailer, and all tiie 
reft to the mercy of the fea. But a boy not pad fourteen years of age, that leaped * 
after to have got into the boat, milling that hope, it plcafed God he got upon a theft 
adrift by him, whereon, they report, he continued two days, and was driven near to 
the clean contrary part of the ilk, where he was taken up near dead, yet well reco¬ 
vered. All this nighl the fliip flicking fait, the poor diltrcfled in her the next day 
fpying land, made a raft, and were thole gave the alarm lirlt gfhore about three of 
the clock in tile afternoon, 'the morning alter, about l’even of the clock, came in the 
boat to a place called Mangrove Bay, and the fame day their carpenter, was driven 
;tliiore upon a plank near Hog Bay. There was a gentlewoman that had flood wet 
up to the middle upon the raft, from the fliip to the Shore, being big with child, and 
although tills was upon the 13th of September, fhe took no hurt, and was lafely de¬ 
livered of a hoy within three days after. The belt comfort that could be givep them 
in thofe extremities they had, although fotne of the baler fort had been rifling fomc 
of them before the governor’s arrival; alfo the Spanifh captain and the chief with him 
much comph ined of the treachery of his men to leave him in that manner, y<. t had con¬ 
veyed with them the molt of the money they could conic by, which he talily milled ; 
whereupon he fuddenly can fed all them he at c ukd to.be Hatched, and recovered to 
the value of one hundred and forty pounds 11. fling, which he delivered into the cap¬ 
tain’s hands, to be employed in a general pttrfo towards their general charge. During 
flu Jr flay in the files, fame of the better lort, nine or ten weeks dieted at his own 
table, the reft were biiletfcd among!! the inhabitants at four (hillings the week, till 
they found (hipping for their p-.ifli-.ge, for which they paid no more titan the llnglifli 
paid theinlelves; and for tile psliago of divers of them, the governor was glad to 
ihnd bound to the rna-ucr; fotne others that were not able to procure* Hu h friend- 
fliln, were f,> cotiJlrained to flay in the iih-s, till bv their labours they 1j:k! got Jo much 
as would rivndporr them ; and thus they were pr.f -rved, relieved, and delivered. 

In the month cnfulng arrived the fecond Ihip, anil (lie :df> had jolt her mailer and. 
divers of her paflV.igevs ; in her came two Virginian woui. n, to be married to fotne who 
would have them, that af.o* they were converted and had children, they might be feat 
to their country and kindred to civilize them. Towards the cud of this month came in 
tire third fliip, with a ft nail magazine; having fold what (he could, carried the rdt t# 
Virginia, and never did stay of ihofe pafiengers complain either of their good diet, or 
too good ulitg.: at fea; but the dean contrary (fill ocealioned many ol thofe extremi¬ 
ties. Tiie 5t.i1 of November the damnable plot of the powder trwtlbn was folemnized 
with prayc-vs, Pennons, and a great (call, whereto the governor invited the chief of the 
Spaniards, where drinking the King’s health, it was honoured with a quick volley of 
fmall (hot, which was anfvvered from the fort with the great ordnance, and then again 
concluded with a fecund volley of fmall (hot; neither was the afternoon without rojufic 
and dancing, and at night many huge bonfires of fweet wood. 

The 




201 


SMITHES VIRGINIA. 

♦ * *V 

The Spaniards to exprefs their thankfuinefs at their departure, made a deed of gift 
to the'governor-of whatfoever he cohld recover of the wrecked fhip ; but the fhips as 
they went out came f& dangeroufly upon a rock, that the poor Spaniards were fo dif- 
jnayed, fwearing this place was ominous unto them, efpecially the women, that defired 
rather to go afhore and die howfoever than adventure any further in fuch a labyrinth 
of dangers, but at laft flie got clear without danger, and well to England; the other 
went to Virginia, wherein the governor fent two great chc-fts filled with all fuch kinds 
.and forts of fruits and plants as their iflands had, as figs, pomegranates, oranges, 
lemons, fugar-cancs, plantains, potatoes, papaws, cafhulo roots, red pepper, the 
prickle-pear, and the like. The /hips thus difpatched, he goeth into the main, and 
i'o out to fta to the Spanilh wreck. He had been there before prefently after her 
ruin, for never had fliip a more fudden death, being now fplit in pieces, all under 
water, lie found finall hope to recover any thing, fave a cable and an anchor, and 
two good facres ; but the wind was fo high, lie was forced to return, being ten miles 
from the fliore, only with three murderers, which were known to be the fame Captain 
Kendall had fold to Captain Kerby, whofe (hip was taken by two men of war of Car- 
thagena, the mod of his men flain or hanged, and he being wounded, died in the 
woods. Now their pilot being at this fervicc, got thus thofe three murderers to their 
fliip, and their fhip thuf to the Bermudas, as the Spaniards remaining related to the 
governor and others. 

Having raifed three finall bulwarks at Southampton’s Fort, with two curtains and 
two ravtlines, which indeed is only the true abfolute piece of fortification in the Hies ; 
Chriftmas being come, and the prefixed day of the alike, divers were whipped and, 
burnt in the hand, only three young boys for Healing 'were condemned, and at the 
very point of hanging, reprieved. The governor then lent his lieutenant all over the 
main to diftribute arms to thofe were found mofl fit to ufe them, and to give order 
for their rendezvous, which were hanged up in the church. About this time it chanced 
a pretty fccret to be difeovered to preferve their corn from the fly or weavel, which- 
did in a manner as much hurt as the rats. For the year before having made a pro¬ 
clamation that all corn fliould be gathered by a certain day, becaufe many lazy perfons 
ran fo after the fhips, to get beer and aqua-vitae, for which they will give any thing they 
have, much had been loft for want of gathering. This year having a very fair crop, 
fame of the inhabitants, none of the belt hulbands, haftily gathered tt, for fear of the 
penalty, threw it in great heaps into their houfes unhulked, and fo let it lie four or five 
months, which was thought would have fpoiled it; where the good hulbands hulked it, 
and with much labour hung it up, where the flies did fo blow on it, they increafed to 
fo many weavels, they generally complained of great lofs: but thofe good fellows that 
never cared but from band to mouth, made their boafts, that not a grain of theirs had 
been touched nor hurt, there being no better way to preferve it than by letting it lie ia 
its hulk, and fpare an infinite labour formerly had been uied. There were alio very 
luckily about this time found out divers places of lrefli water, of which many of the 
forts were very dcllitute, and the churchwardens and fidefmen were very buiy in cor- 
retftirig the proplianers of the fabbath, drunkards, gamefters, and fuch like. There 
came alfo from Virginia a finall bark, with many thanks for the pi'efents fent them ; 
much aqua-vine, oil, fack, anil bricks, they brought in exchange of more fruits and 
plants, ducks, turkies, and limeltone, of which fhc had plenty, and fo returned. 
During the abode of the flay of this fhip, the marriage of one of the Virginia 
maids was confummatcd with a hulband fit for her, attended with more than one 
hundred guefts, and all the dainties for their dinner could be provided $ they made 
von. xm. d x> aUo 
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alfo another trial to filh for whales, but it took no more effeft than the former: this 
was done by the matter of the Virginia {hip thaf profeffed much {kill that way, but 
having freighted his fhip with limeftone, with twenty thoufand weight of potatoes, and 
fuch things as he defired, returned for Virginia. 

April and May were fpent in building a ftrong new prifon, and perfe£Hng fome of 
the fortifications, and by the labour of twenty men, in fourteen days was got from the 
Spaniih wreck four excellent good facres, and mounted them at the foits. Then began 
the general aflize, where not fewer than fifty civil, or rather, uncivil actions were 
handled, and twenty criminal prifoners brought to the bar; fuch a multitude of fuch 
vile people were lent to this plantation, that he thought hitnfelf happy his time was fo^, 
near expired : three of the fouleft acis were theft; the lirft for the rape of a married 
woman, which was acquitted by a fcnfeltfs jury ; the fecond and the third for unnatural 
crimes, the one with alow, the other with a boy,for which they were hanged; during the 
time of the imprifonment of this fecond criminal, a dunghill cock belonging to the fame 
man, did continually haunt a pig of his alfo, and to the wonder of all them that faw it, 
who were many, did fo frequently tread the pig, as if it had been one of his hens, that 
the pig languilhed and died within a while after, and then the cock reforted to the very 
fame low (that this fellow was accufed for) in the very fame manner ; and as an addition 
to all this, about the fame time two chickens were hatched, die one whereof had two 
heads, the other crowed very loud and luftily within twelve hours after it was out of 
the {hell. A defperate fellow' being to be arraigned for Healing a turkey, rather than 
he would endure his trial, fccretly conveyed hitnfelf to fea in a little boat, aivl never 
fince was heard of, nor is he ever like to be, without an exceeding wonder, little lefs 
than a miracle. In June they made another trial about the Spaniih wreck, and re¬ 
covered another facre and a murderer; alfo he caufed to be hewed out of the main 
rock, a pair of large flairs, for the convenient landing of goods and pafiengers, a work 
much to the beauty and benefit of the town. With twenty chofcn men, and two 
excellent divers, the governor went hitnfelf to the wreck Warwick, but they could 
recover but one murderer ; from thence he went to the Sea-advcnturc, the wreck of 
Sir George Summers ; the hull, though two or three fathoms in the water, they found 
tmperilhed, and with much ado weighed a facre, her Iheet-anchor, divers* bars of iron 
and pigs of lead, which flood the plantation in very great {lead. Towards the end of 
July, he went to feck for a wreck, they reported, lay under water, with her hatches 
fpiked up, but they could not find her, but from the Spaniih wreck lay there by, they 
weighed three fair facres more, and fo returned through the tribes to Saint George’s 
fome were alfo employed to feck out beds of oyIters for pearl, fome they found, fome 
feed-pearl they gor, but out of one little fhell, above all the reft, they got about one 
hundred and twenty finall pearl, but fomewhat defective in their colour. 

The time of Captain Butler’s government drawing near an end, the colony prefented- 
unto him divers grievances, to intreat him to remember to the lords and company in 
England at his return : alfo they appointed two to be joined with him, with letters of 
credence to folicit in their behalf thofe grievances following lirft, they were defrauded 
of the food of their fouls ; for being not fewer than one thoufand and five hundred 
people, difperfed in length twenty miles, they had at that prefent but one minifter, nor 
never had but two, and they fo Ihortened of their proinifes, that but only for mere 
pity they would have forfaken them. Secondly, neglected in the fafety of their lives, 
by wants ot all forts of ammunition. Thirdly, they had been cenfured, contrary to 
His Majefty’s laws, and not allowed them the benefit of their book, as they are in Eng¬ 
land, but by Captain Butler. Fourthly, they were fruftrated of many of their*cove- 

nants. 
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nants, and moft extremely pinched and undone by the extortion of the magazine, for 
although their tobacco was {tinted tut at two {hillings and fixpence the pound, yet 
they pitched their commodities at what rate they pleafed. Fifthly, their fatherlefs 
children are left in little better condition than Haves j for if their parents die in debt, 
their children are made as bondmen till the debt be difeharged. Thefe things being 
perfected, there grew a great queftion of one Heriot, for plotting of fa&ions and abufing 
the governor, for which he was condemned to lofe his ears, yet he was ufed fo favour¬ 
ably, he loft but the part of one in all. 

By this time it being grown pall the wonted feafon of the coming in of {hips from 
England, after a general longing and expectation, efpccially of the governor, whofe 
comtmflion being near upon expiration, gave him caufe to with for a mean of deliver¬ 
ance from fo troublefome and thanklefs an employment as he had hitherto found it; 
a fail is difeovered, and long it was not before Hie arrived in the King’s Caftle-Harbour ; 
this bark was fet out by two or three private men of the company, and having landed 
her fupplies, was to go for Virginia; by her the governor received certain advertife- 
menrs of the carriage jtnd behaviour of the Spaniards, which he had relieved, as you 
have heard, the year before ; that quite contrary both to his merit, their vow, and his 
own expectation, they made clamours againft him, the which being feconded by the 
Spanifh ambafl'ador, caufed the ftate to fall in examination about it; whereupon, 
having fully cleared their ‘ingratitude and impudence, and being afliircd of the choice 
of a fucceflor that was to be expected within five or fix weeks, he was defirous to 
take the opportunity of this bark, and to vifit the colony in Virginia in his return for 
England: leaving the government to Captain Felgat, Captain Stokes, Mr. Lewis 
Hewes, Mr. Ncdom and Mr. Ginner, but now his time being fully expired, and the. 
fortifications finilhed, viz. the King’s Caftle, wherein were mounted upon fufficient 
platforms fixteen pieces of ordnance; in Charles Fort two; in Southampton Fort 
five ; betwixt which and the caftje paffeth the channel into the harbour, fecurcd by 
three and twenty pieces of good artillery to play upon it. In Cowper’s Iile is Pern- 
brock’s Fort, where is two pieces. The channel of Saint George is guarded by Smith’s 
Fort, and Pagit’s Fort, in which are eleven pieces of ordnance. Saint George’s Town 
is half a league within the harbour, commanded by Warwick’s Fort, where there are 
three great pieces, and on the wharf before the governor’s houfe eight more, befides 
the warning piece by the mount, and three in Saint Katharines *, fo that in all there 
are ten fortreifes, and two-and-fifty pieces of ordnance, fufficient and forviceable: their 
forms and fituations you may fee more plainly deferibed in the map ; and to defend 
thofe, he left one thoufand five hundred perfons, with near a hundred boats, and the iile 
replenilhed with ftore of fuch fruits, provifions, and poultry, as is formerly related; 
well, yet for fo departing and other occafions, much difference hath been betwixt him 
fome of the company, as any of his predccellbrs, which I rather vvifii were reconciled, 
than to be a reporter of fuch unprofitable dilfentions. 


Till treachery and faction, and avarice be gone. 

Till envy and ambition, and backbiting be none, 

Till perjury and idlencfs, and injury be out. 

And truly till that villainy the worft of all that rout ; 
Unlefs thofe vices banifh'd be, whatever forts you have, 

A hundred walls together put will not have power to fuve. 
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Mr. John Barnard font if be Governor. 

TO fupply this place was fent by the noble adventurers John Barnard, a gentleman 
both of good means and quality, who arrived within eight days alter Butler’s de¬ 
parture, with two fhips, and about one hundred and forty paffcngers, with arms and 
all forts of ammupition, and other provifions fuflicicnt; during the time of h;s life, 
which was but fix weeks, in reforming all thing-; lie found defective, he Hi owed him* 
fclf lb judicial and indtiftrious as gave great faiisfaCtion, and did generally pre-mile vice 
was in great danger to be fupprcftbd, and virtue and the plantation much advanced ; 
but fo it happened that both lie and his wife died in fucli Ihort time, they v/ctv Ive-tlv 
buried in one day and one grave, and Mr. John liarrifon chofen governor till further 
order came liom England. 

Witt! iutjfcncd in th: Goverman:! 'J Mr. John ILirrijli:. 

THEY are ftill much troubled with a g- -at I’mrt worm that devours their plants in 
the night, but all the day they lie hid ill the ground, and though early in the morn¬ 
ing they kill fo many they would think there were no more, yet tire next morning yen 
ihail find as many. The caterpillars to their fruits are trifo rr, p 'rnioioiis ; and the 
land-crabs in fume places are as thick in their burrows as conies in a warren , and do 
much hurt : bcfidcs all this, there happened this year a very heavy ui'atler, for a lhip 
wherein there had been much fvvearing and blafphcmfiig ufed ali the voy. ;; u, ami 
landed what Ihe had to leave in thofe files, jovially frolicking in their cups and 
tobacco, by accident fired the powder, that at the very iulhnt blew up the great 
cabin, and fotne one way and fome another, it is a wonder to think how they could, 
be lb blown out of the gun-room into the feu, where iome were taken up king f<- 
pitifully burned, their lives were worfe than fo many deaths ; lone died, ami Ibrnc 
lived, but eighteen were loll at this fatal bluff, the fhip alio immediately funk with 
threefcore barrels of meal lent for Virginia, and all the other provision in her was 
thus loft. 

j* Nov; tow to confider how the Spaniards, French, and Dutch, have been loft ami 
preferved in thofe invincible ifles, yet never regarded them but as monuments or 
u'iieri'.'s, though at this prelent they all defire them. How- Sir Thomas Gates and 
tyir Gctfrge Summers being ready to fink in .the fen were laved, what an incredible 
abundance of victuals they found ; how- it was fu ll planted by the Engiiili ; the 
llrange increafe of rats, and their fudden departure; the five men came from Eng¬ 
land in a boat; the clcape of Hilliard, and tlu: reft of thofe accidents there happened, 
a man would think it a tabernacle of miracles, and the world’s wonder, that from 
i'uch a paradife of admiration who would think Ihould Ipring fuch wonders of aiilictions., 
as arc only fit to be facrificed upon the higheft altars of forrow, thus to be Et upon the 
higheft pinnacles of content, and prelently thrown down to the lowelt degree of ex¬ 
tremity, as you fee have been the yearly fucccedings of thofe plantations, the which 
to overcome, as.it is an incomparable honour, fo it can be no dilhononr if a man do 
n.iih-.rry by unfortunate accidents in fuch honourable actions, the which renown and 
virtue to attain hath caufed fo many attempts by divers nations bolides ours even to 
pafs through the very amazement of adventure;. Upon the relation of this news the 
company hath fent one Captain Woodhoufe, a gentleman of good repute and great 
•experience in the wars, and no lefs provident than induftrious and valiaat, then 
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, . wp ii Aere It is too true in the abfence of the noble trea- 

r tUrne 4- r FdwaS K Sackvill, now*Earl of Dorfet, there have been fuch complaints 
bet^hf the Planters and the company, that by command the Lords appointed Sir 
'n , vr Snrth aeain treafurer, that fmee then according to their order of Court, he 
isSdelS S now v/e rouft leave them all to their good fortune andfuccefs, 
till we hear further of their fortunate proceedings. 


THE 
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/CONCERNING (his hifiory you arc to underftand the letter patents granted by 
His Majcfly in 1606, for the limitation of Virginia, did extend from thirty-four to 
forty-four, which was divided in two parts, namely, the firll colony and the fecond: 
the firfl: was to the honourable city of London, and fuch as would adventure with 
them to difeover and take their choice where they would, betwixt the degrees of 34 
and 41. The fccond was appropriated to the cities of Briltul, Exeter, and Plymouth, 
&c., and the welt parts of England, and all thole that would adventure and join with 
them, and they might make their choice any where betwixt the degrees of 38 and 44, 
provided there fhould be at leaf! one hundred miles difiance betwixt thefe two colonies, 
each of which had laws, privileges, and authority for the government and advancing 
their feveral plantations alike. Now this part of America hath formerly been called 
Norumbega, Virginia, Nulkoncus, Penaquida, Canada, and fuch other names as thole 
that ranged the coaft pleafed. But bccaufc it was lo mountainous, rocky, and full of 
ifles, few have adventured much to trouble it, hut as* is formerly related; notwith- 
ftanding, that honourable patron of virtue, Sir John Popham, Lord Chief Juftice of 
England, in the year 1606, procured means and men to pofiefs it, and lent Captain 
George Popham for prefident, Captain Rawlcy Gilbert for admiral, Captain Edward 
Harlow, mafter of the ordnance. Captain Robert Davis, ferjoant-major, Captain Elis 
Bell, marflial, Mr. Seaman, fecretary. Captain James Davis to be captain of the fort, 
M«*Gome Carcw, chief fearcher: all thofe were of the council, who with fume hun¬ 
dreds inojp were to ftay in the country : they let fail from Plymouth the lall of May, 
and fell with Monahigen the 11th of Augufi. *At Sagadahock, nine or ten leagues 
fouthward, they planted thcmfelvcs at the mouth of a fair navigable river, but the 
coaft all thereabouts moll extreme ftony and rocky: that extreme frozen winter was 
fo cold they could not range nor fearch the country, and their provifion fo final I, they 
were glad to fend all but forty-five of their company back again : their noble prefident. 
Captain Popham, died, and not long after arrived two fhips well provided of all necef- 
iaries to fupply them, and fome fmall time after another, by whom underftanding of 
the death of the Lord Chief Juftice, and alfo of Sir John Gilbert, whole lands there 
the prefident Rawley Gilbert was to pofiefs according to the adventurers’ directions, 
finding nothing but extreme extremities, they all returned for England in the year 
1608 ; and thus this plantation was begun and ended in one year, and the country 
efteemed as a cold, barren, mountainous, rocky defart. 

Notwithftanding, the Right Honourable Henry, Earl of Southampton, and thofe of 
the lfle of Wight, employed Captain Edward Harlow to difeover an ifle fuppofed 
about Cape Cod j but they found their plots had much abufed them, for falling with 
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Monahigan, they found only Cape Cod no ifle but the main, there they detained three 
favages aboard them, called Pechmfi, Monopet, and Pekenimne, but Pechtno leaped 
overboard and got away, and not long after with his conforts cut their boat from their 
item, got her on (liurc, and l'o filled her with fand, and guarded her with bows and 
arrows, the Englilh loll her: not far from thence they had three men forely wounded 
with arrows. Anchoring at the Ifle of Nohono, the favages in their canoes afiaulted 
the fliip till the Englilh guns made them retire, yet here they took Sakawelton, that 
after he had lived many years in England went a lbldier to the wars of Bohemia. At 
Capavve they took Coneconam and Epenow, but the people at Agawotn ufed them 
kindly, fo with Jive favages they returned for England, yet Sir Francis Popham fent 
cliverS times one Captain Williams to Monahigan only to trade and make core filh,. 
but f»r any plantations there was no more fpeechcs. For all this, as I liked Virginia 
well, though not their proceedings, fo I deli red alfo to fee this country, and fpend 
fume time in trying what I could find for all thofe ill rumours and dil'afteis. 

From the relations of Captain Edward Harlow 
and divers others. 

In the month of April 1614, at the charge of Captain Martnaduke Roydon, Cap¬ 
tain George Langam, Mr. John Buley aiid Mr. William Skelton, with two Ihips from 
London, l chanced to arrive at Monahigan an ifle of America, in 434 of northerly 
latitude j our plot was there to take whales, for which we had one Samuel Cramton 
and divers others expert in that faculty, and alfo to make trials of a mine of gold and 
copper; if thofe failed, filh and furs were then our refuge to make ourfelves favors 
howfoever: we found this whale-filhing a collly conclufion, we faw many dnd fpent 
much time in chafing them, but could not kill any, they being a kind of imhartes, 
and not the whale that yields fins and oil, as we expected j for our gold it was rather 
the mailer’s device to get a voyage that projected it, than any knowledge he had at all 
of any fucli matter; filh and furs were now our guard, and by our late arrival and 
long lingering about the whale, the prime of both thofe feafons were pall ere we per¬ 
ceived it, we thinking that their feafons ferved at all times, but we found it otherwife, 
for by the midll of June the fillting failed, yet in July and Auguft fame were taken,, 
but not fulficient to defray fo great a charge as our (lay required: of dry filh we 
made about forty thoufand, of cor-lilh about feven thoufand. Whilft the failors 
filhed, myfelf with eight others of th'-m might b it be 1 pared, ranging the coall in a 
fmall boat, we got for trifles near eleven thoufand beaver-lkins, one hundred martins,, 
as many otters, and the molt of them within the difiance of twenty leagues: we 
ranged the coall both call and well much further, but ealtwml our commodities were 
not eiteemed, they were l'o near the French who afforded them better, with whom the 
favages had fuch commerce that only by trade they made exceeding great voyages,, 
though they were without the limits or our precincts: uunng the time we tried thofe 
conclulions, not knowing the coall, nor lavages’ habitations: with thefe furs, the 
train oil and cor-nlh, I returned for England in the bark, where within fix months 
after our departure from the Downs, we lately arrived back; the bell of tiiis filh was 
fold for five pounds the hundred, tile reft by ill ufage betwixt three pounds and fifty 
fhilliiigs. The other Ihip {laid to tit herfelf for Spain with the dry filh which was 
fold at Maligo at forty rials the quintal, each hundred weighing two quintals and a 
hail. But one Thomas Hunt the mailer of this Ihip, (when I was gone) thinking to 

prevent 
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prevent that intent I had to make there a plantation, thereby to keep this abounding 
country ftill in obfcurity, that only he and feme'few merchants more might enjoy 
wholly the benefit of the trade and profit Of this country, betrayed four-and-twenty 
of thofe poor favages aboard his fliip, and moft difhoneftly and inhumanly for their 
kind ufage of me and all our men, carried them with him to Maligo, and there for a 
little private gain fold thofe filly favages for rials of eight; but this wild aft kept him 
ever after from any more employment to thofe parts. Now becaufe at this time I 
had taken a draught of the coaft, and called it New England, yet fo long he and his 
conforts drowned that name with the echo of Cannaday, and fome other fhips from 
other parts alfo, that upon this good return the next year went thither, that at laft I, 
prefented this difcourfe with the map, to our Moft Gracious Prince Charles, humbly 
entreating His Highnefs he would pleafe to change their barbarous names for' fuch 
Englilh as pofterity might fay Prince Charles was their godfather, which for your 
better underftanding both of this difcourfe and the map, perufe this fchedule, which 
will plainly fhew you the correfpondency of the old names to the new', as His Highnefs 
named them. • 


The old Names. 

Cape Cod - 
The Harbour at Cape Cod 
Chawum ... 
Accomack ... 
Sagoquas - 

Maffachufet’s Mount 
Maffachufet’s River 
Totan - - - - 

A great Bay by Cape Anne 
Cape Tragabigfanda 
Naembeck ... 
Aggawom - 

Smith’s Ifles - - - 

Palfataquack ... 
Accominticus 
Saffanow’s Mount - 
Sowocatuck - - • - 

Bahanna ... 

A good harbour within that Bay 
Ancocifcos Mount - 
-Ancocifco ... 
Anmoughcawgen 
Kenebecka ... 
Sagadahock - 

Pemmyquid ... 
Segocket • * 

Mecadacut ... 
Pennobfcot ... 
Nuiket - . • . 


The new Names. 

- Cape James. 

- Milforth Haven. 

- Berwick. 

- Plymouth. 

- ' Oxford. 

Chevit Hills. 

- Charles River. 

- Falmouth. 

- Briftol. 

- Cape Anne. 

• Baruftaplc. 

- Southampton. 

Smith’s Ifles. 

Hull. 

- Bofton. 

- Snowdon Hill. 

- • Ipfwich. 

- Dartmouth. 

- Sandwich. 

- Shuler’s Hill. 

The Bafe. 

- Cambridge. 

- Edinburgh. 

Leith. 

Saint John’s Town. 

• Norwich. 

• Dunbarton. 

• Aberdeen. 

- Low Mounds. 
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Thofe being Emitted, I named myfelf: 

The old Names. The new Namei. 

Monahigan ----- Bartie’s Illes. 

Matinack ----- Willoughby’s Ifles. 

Metinacus ----- Haughton’s Ifles. 

The reft of the names in the map, are places that had no names we did know. 

But to continue the hiftory fucceedingly as near with the day and year as may be. 
Returning in the bark, as is laid, it was my ill chance to put in at Plymouth, where 
imparting thofe my purpofcs to divers I thought my friends, whom as I fuppofed were 
intereffed in the dead patent of this unregarded country, 1 was fo encouraged and 
allured to have the managing their authority in thofe parts during my life, and fuch 
large promifes, that I engaged myfelf to undertake it for them. Arriving at London, 
though fume malicious perfons fuggefted there was no fuch matter to be had in that fo 
bad abandoned country,*for if there had, others could have found it fo well as I; there¬ 
fore it was to be fufpe&cd I had robbed the Frenchmen in New France or Canada, and 
the merchants fet me forth feemed not to regard it; yet I found fo many promifed me 
fuch afliitance, that I entertained Michael Couper the mafter of the bark, that returned 
with me and others of the company ; how he dealt with others, or others with him, I 
know not; but my public proceeding gave fuch encouragement, that it became fo well 
apprehended by fome few of the Virginia Company, as thofe projefls for fifhingonly 
was fo well liked, they furnilhed Couper with four good Ihips to fca, before they at 
Plymouth had made any provifion at all for me; but only a fmall bark fet out by them 
of the Me of Wight. Some of Plymouth, and divers gentlemen of the weft country, 
a little before 1 returned from New England, in fearch for a mine of gold about an ifle 
called Capawuck, fouthwards lrcJm the fhoals of Cape James, as they were informed 
by a favage called F.penew ; that having deluded them, as it feems, thus to get home, 
feeing they kept him as a prifoner in his own country, and before his friends, being a 
man of fo great a ftaturc, he was (hewed up and down London for money as a wonder, 
and it feems of no lefs courage and authority, than of wit, ftrength, and proportion ; 
for fo well he had contrived his buftnefs, as many reported he intended to have fur- 
prized the (hip ; but feeing it could not be effected to his liking, before them all he 
leaped overboard.* Many (hot they made at him, thinking they had (lain him, but fo 
refolute they were to recover his body,‘the mafter of the (hip was wounded, and many 
of his company ; and thus they loft him, and not knowing more what to do, returned 
again to England with nothing, which fo had difeouraged all your weft-country men, 
they neither regarded much their promifes, and as little either me or the country, till 
they faw the London (hips gone and me in Plymouth according to my promife, as here¬ 
after (hall be related. 

I mull confcfs 1 was beholden to the fetters forth of the four (hips that went with 
Couper, in that they offered me that employment if I would accept it; and I find ftili 
my refufal incurred fome of their difpleal'ures, whofe love and favour 1 exceedingly 
defired ; and though they do cenfure me oppofire to their proceeding!!, they (hall yet 
ftili in all my words and deeds find, it is their error, not my fault that occafions their 
diflika; for having engaged myfelf in this bufinefs to the weft country, I had been very 
dUhoncfl to have broke my promife, nor will I fpend more time in difeovery or (idl¬ 
ing, till I may go with a company for a plantation; for I know my grounds, yet every 
one to whom 1 tell them, or that reads this book, cannot put it in pra&ice, though it 
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may help any that hath feen or not feen to know much *of thofe parts; and though they 
endeavour to work me out of my own defigns, *1 will not much envy their fortunes ; 
but 1 would be forry their intruding ignorance fhould by their defailmcnts, bring 
thofe certainties to doubtfulnefs. So that the bufinefs profper I have my defire, be 
it by whomfoever that are true fubje&s to our King and country : the good of my 
country is that I feek, and there is more than enough for all, if they could be con¬ 
tented. 

New England is that part of America in the ocean fea, oppofite to Nova Albion in 
the fouth fea, difeovered by the moll memorable Sir Francis Drake in his voyage about 
the world, in regard whereof this is ftyled New England, being in the fame latitude 
New France of it is northward, fouthward is Virginia, and all the adjoining continent 
with New Granada, New Spain, New Andalufia, and the Weft Indies. Now becaufe 
I have been fo oft afked fuch ftrange queftions of the goodnefs and greatnefs of thofe 
fpacious tracts of land, how they can be thus long unknown, or not poll'dled by the 
Spaniards, and many fuch like demands ; I entreat your pardon if I chance to be too 
plain or tedious in relating my knowledge for plain men’s fatisfaction. 

Florida is the next adjoining to the Indies, which unprofperoully was attempted to be 
planted by the French, a country far bigger than England, Scotland, France and Ire¬ 
land, yet little known to any Chriftian, but by the wonderful endeavours of Ferdinando 
de Soto, a valiant Spaniard, whole writings in this age is the bell guide known to fearch 
thofe parts. 

Virginia is no ifle, as many do imagine, but part of the continent adjoining to Florida, 
whofe bounds may be Ilretched to the magnitude thereof, without oifetice to any 
Chriftian inhabitant, for from the degrees of thirty to forty-eight, 1 lis Majcfty hath now 
enlarged his letters patent. The coalt extending fouth-weft and north-eali about fixteen 
orfeventeen hundred miles, but to follow it aboard, the fhoremay well be three thou- 
fand miles at the leaft ; of which twenty miles is the* mod gives entrance into the Bay 
of Chcfapeak, where is the London plantation, within which is a country, as you may 
perceive by the map, of that little I difeovered, may well fuffice three hundred thou¬ 
sand people to inhabit ; but of it, and the difeoverios of Sir Ralph Lainc and Mr. 
Heriot, Captain Gofnold, and Captain Waymouth, they have writ fo largely, that 
alterity may be bettered by the fruits of their labour. But for divers others that have 
mged thofe parts fincc, el'pecially this country now called New England, within a 
tuning fometimes of the fiiore ; fome touching in one place, fome ift another ; 1 mult 
entreat them pardon me for omitting them, of if I offend in faying, that their true 
deferiptinns were concealed, or never were well obferved, or died with the authors, 
fo that the coaft is yet ftill but even as a coaft unknown and undifeovered. 1 have 
had fix or feven feveral plots of thofe northern parts, fo unlike each to other, or re- 
iemblance of the country, as they did me no more good than fo much wafle paper, 
though they cofl me more ; it may be it was not my chance to fee the beft : but left 
others may be deceived as 1 was, or through dangerous ignorance hazard themfclves as 
1 did, I have drawn a map from point to point, ifle to ifle, and harbour to harbour, 
with the foundings, funds, rocks, and land-marks, as I palled clofe aboard the Ihore 
in a little boat / although there be many things to be obferved, which the hafteof other 
at:a 'rs did runic me to omit : for bring font more to get prefent commodities, than 
knowledge of ary difeoveries for any future good, I had not power to feaucli as 1 
would ; yet it v. Ill erve to direct any fhall go that way to fafe harbours and the favages 
habitations ; what merchandize and commodities for their labours they may find, this 
fuaowing diLourl'c fhall plainly demonftrate. 
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*Thus you may fee of thefe three thoufand miles more than half is yet unknown to 
any purpofe, no not fo much as thelaorders of the fea are yet certainly difcovered : as 
for the goodnefs and true fubftance of the land, we are for moft part yet altogether 
ignorant of them, unlefs it be thofe parts about the Bay of Chefapeak and Sagadahock, 
but only here and there where we have touched or feen a little, the edges of thofe large 
dominions which do ftretch tfyemfelves into the main, God doth know how many thou¬ 
fand miles, whereof we can yet no more judge, than a ftranger that faileth bei' ixt 
England and France, can deferibe the harbours and dangers by landing here or there 
in fomc river or bay, tell thereby the goodnefs and lubftance of Spain, Italy, Germany, 
IJohcmia, Hungary, and the reft; nay, there are many have lived forty years in Lon¬ 
don, and yet have fcarce been ten miles out of the city: fo are there many have been 
in Virginia many years, and in New England many times, that do know little more 
than the place they do inhabit, or the port where they fifhed ; and when they come 
home, they will undertake they know all Virginia and New England, as if they were 
but two parilhes or little iilands. By this you may perceive how much they err, that 
think every one that hath been in Virginia or New England, underftandeth or knoweth 
what either of them are; or that the Spaniards know one half quarter of thofe large 
territories they poflefs ; no, not fo much as the true circumference of Terra Incognita, 
whofe large dominions may equalize the goodnefs and greatnefs of America for any 
thing yet known. It is ftrange with what finall power he doth range in the Eaft Indies, 
and few will underftand the truth of his ftrength in America ; where having fo much 
to keep with Juch a pampered force, they need not greatly fear his fury in Soinmer 
llles, Virginia, or New England, beyond whofe bounds America doth ftretch many 
thoufand miles. Into the frozen parts whereof, one Mr. Hutfon an Englifh mariner, 
did make the greateft difeovery of any Chriftian I know, where he unfortunately 
was left by his cowardly company, for his exceeding deferts, to end and die a moft 
miferable death. * 

For Africa, had not the induftrious Portuguefe ranged her unknown parts, who 
would have fought for wealth amongft thofe fried regions of black brutifh negroes, 
where notwithftanding all their wealth and admirable adventures and endeavours more 
than one hundred and forty years, they know not one-third part of thofe black habita¬ 
tions. But it is not a work for every one to manage fuch an affair, as make a difeo¬ 
very and plant a colony ; it requires all the beft parts of art, judgment, courage, 
honefty, conftancy, diligence, and induftry, to do but near well; fome arc more 
proper for one thing than another, and therein beft to be employed ; and nothing 
breeds more confufion than mifplacing and mifemploying men in their undertakings. 
Columbus, Cortes, Pizarro, Zoto, Magilanus, and the reft ferved more than an 
apprcnticefhip to learn how to begin their moft memorable attempts in the Weft Indies, 
which, to the wonder of all ages, fuccefsfully they effected, when many hundreds of 
others, far above them in the world’s opinion, being inftructed but by relation, came to 
fh-ame and confufion in actions of lmall moment, who doubtlefs in other matters were 
both wife, difereet, generous and courageous. 1 fay not this to detract any thing 
from their incomparable merits, but to anfwer thofe queftionlels qucllions, that keep 
us back from imitating the worthinefs of their brave fpirits, that advanced themfeives 
from poor foldiersto great captains, their pofterity to great lords, their King to be one 
°f the greateft potentates on earth, and the fruits of their labours his greateft power, 
glory, and renown. 
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The Defeription of New England. 

THAT part we call New England is betwixt the degrees of forty.onc and forty- 
five, the very mean betwixt the north pole and the line ; but that part this difcourle 
fpeaketh of, ftretcheth but from Penobfcot to Cape Cod, fomc leventy -five leagues 
by a right line diftant each from other ; within which bounds I have feen at lead forty 
i’everal habitations upon the fca coaft, and founded about five-and twenty excellent 
good harbours, in many whereof there is anchorage for five hundred fail of Ihips of any 
burden ; in fome of them for one thoufand, and more than two hundred ifles over¬ 
grown with good timber of divers forts of wood, which do make lb many hatbourS, 
as required a longer time than 1 had to be well obferved. « 

The principal habitation northward we were at, was Penobfcot: fuuthward along the 
coaft and up the rivers, we found Mecadacut, Segocket, Pemaquid, Nufcoucus, 
Sagadahock, Autnoughcowgen, and Kencbekc ; and to thofc countries belong the 
people of Segotago, Paghhuntanuck, Pocopaflum, Taughtatmkagnet, Warbigganus, 
Naflaque, Mafherofqucck, Wawrigweck, Molhoquen, Wakcogo, Paftiaranack, &c. 
To thefe are allied in confederacy, the countries of Ancocifco, Accomynticus, Paflata- 
quack, Aggawom, and Naemkeck : all thefe for any thing I could perceive, differ 
little in language, falhion, or government, though moft them be lords of them- 
felves, yet they hold the Bafhabes of Penobfcot the chief and greateft amongft 
them. v 

The next I can remember by name, are Mattahunls, two plcafant ifles of groves, 
gardens, and corn fields a league in the fea from the main. Then Totant, Maffachu- 
fet, Topcnt, Secaffaw, Totheet, Nafnocomacack, Accomack, Chawum, Patuxct, 
Maffafoyts, Pakanokick; then Cape Cod, by which is Pavvinet and the ille Nawfet, 
of the language and alliance of them of Chawum ; the others are called Maffachufets, 
and differ fomewhat in language, cuftom, and condition: for their trade and mer¬ 
chandize, to each of their principal families or habitations, they have divers towns and 
people belonging, and by their relations and deferiptions, more than twenty feveral 
habitations and rivers that ftretch themfelves far into the country, even to the borders 
of divers great lakes, where they kill and take moft of their otters from Penobfcot to 
Sagadahoc. This coaft is mountainous, and ifles of huge rocks, but overgrown for 
moft part with moft forts of excellent good woods, for building houfes, boats, barks 
or (hips, with an incredible abundance of moft forts of fifh, much fowl, and fundry 
forts of good fruits for man’s ufe. 

Betwixt Sagadahock and Sowocatuck, there is but two or three fandy bays, but 
betwixt that and Cape James very many ; efpecially the coaft of the Maffachufets is fo 
indifferently mixed with high clay or fandy dills in one place, and the tratts of 
large long ledges of divers forts, and quarries of (tones in other places, fo ftrangely di¬ 
vided with tinctured veins of divers colours ; as free-ftone for building, flate for tiling, 
fmooth Hone to make furnaces and forges for glafs and iron, and iron ore fufficient 
conveniently to melt in them ; but the moft part fo refcmbleth the coaft of Devon- 
fhire, I think moft of the clifts would make f'uch Iime-ftone ; if they be not of thefe 
qualities, they are fo like they may deceive a better judgment than mine : all which 
are fo near adjoining to thofe other advantages I obferved in thefe parts, that if the ore 
prove as good iron and fteel in thofe parts as I know it is within the bounds of the coun¬ 
try, I dare engage my head (having but men fkilful to work the fimples there growing) 
to have all things belonging to the building and rigging of Ihips of any proportion and 
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«good merchandize for their freight, within a fquare of ten or fourteen leagues, and it 
were no hard matter to prove it within a lefs limitation. 

And furely by reafon of thofe fandy clifts and clifts of rocks, both which we faw fo 
planted with gardens and corn-fields, and fo well inhabited with a goodly, ftrong, and 
well-proportioned people, befides the greatnefs of the timber growing on them, the 
greatnefs of the fifh, and the moderate temper of the air (for of five-and-forty not a 
man was fick but two, that were many years difeafed before they went, notwithftand- 
ing our bad lodging and accidental diet), who can but approve this a moft excellent 
place, both for health and fertility: and of all the four parts of the world I have yet 
i'een not inhabited, could I have but means to tranfport a colony, 1 would rather live 
liefe than any where ; and if it did not maintain iil'elf, were we but once indifferently 
well fitted, let us ftarve. 

The main llaple from hence to be extra fled for the prefent, to produce the reft, is 
fifh, which howbeit may feetn a mean and a bafe commodify, yet who will but truly 
take the pains andconfider thefequel, I think will allow it well worth the labour. It is 
ftrange to fee, what, great adventures the hopes of letting forth men of war to rob the 
induftrious innocent would procure, or fuch nvaffy promifes in grofs, though more are 
choaked than well fed by fuch hafty hopes. But who doth not know that the poor 
Hollanders, chiefly by fifhing at a great charge and labour in all weathers in the open fea, 
are made a people fo hardy and induftrious, and by the venting this poor commodity 
to the Taller lings for as mean, which is wood,, flax, pitch, tar, rufin, cordage, and 
fuch like, which they exchange again to the French, Spaniards, Portugueze, and 
Knglifh, &c. for what they want, are made fo mighty, ftrong, and rich, as no ftatebut 
Venice, of twice their magnitude, is fo well furnifhed wiih fo many fair cities, goodly 
towns, ftrong fortreffes, and that abundance of Hupping and all forts of merchandize, 
as well of gold, filver, pearls, diamonds, precious Hones, filks, velvets, and cloth 
of gold, as fifh, pitch, woody or fuch grofs commodities? What voyages and difeo- 
veries, eafl and weft, north and fouth, yea, about the world, make they ? What at* 
army by fea and land have they long maintained, in defpite of one of the greateft 
princes of the world ; and never could the Spaniard, with all his mines of gold and 
filver, pay his debts, his friends, and army, half fo truly as the Hollanders ftill have 
done by this contemptible trade of fifh. Divers (I know) may alledge many other, 
afliflances; but this is the chiefeft mine, and the fea the lburce of thofe filver ftreams 
of all their virtue, which hath made them now the very miracle of induftry, the only 
pattern of perfection for thefe a fairs; and the benefit of fifhing is that primum mobile 
that turns all their 1'pheres to this height, of plenty, ftrength, honour, and exceeding 
great admiration. 

Herring, cod, and ling is that triplicitv that makes their wealth and {hipping multi¬ 
plicity fuch as it is; and iro.n which (few would think it) they fhould draw fo many 
millions yearly as they do, as more in particular in the trials of New England you 
may fee; and fuch an incredible number of (hips, that breeds them lb many failers,. 
mariners, foldicrs, and merchants, never to be wrought out of that trade, and fit for 
any other. 1 will not deny but others may gain as well as they that will ufe it, though 
not fo certainly nor fo much in quantity, for want of experience; and this herring they 
take upon the coafl of England and Scotland, their cod and ling upon the coaft of 
Iceland and in the North leas, if we confider what gains the llamburghans, the Bif- 
cayners, and the French make by fifhing ; nay, but how many thoufands this fifty or 
fixty years have been maintained by Newfoundland, where they take nothing but fmalL 
cod whereof the greateft they make cor-fifh, and the reft is hard dried, which wc call 
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poor-john, would amaze a man with wonder. If then from all thofe parts fuch pains 
is taken for this poor gain of filh, efpecially by the Hollanders, that hath but little 
of their own, for building of fhips and fetting them to fea; but at the fecond, third, 
fourth, or fifth hand, drawn from fo many parts of'the world ere they come together 
to be ufed in thofe voyages: if thcfe (I fay) can gain, why Ihould we more doubt 
than they ; but do much better, that may have nioft of all thofe things at our doors 
for taking and making, and here are no hard landlords to rack us with high rents, or 
extorting fines, nor tedious pleas in law to confume us with t heir many years deputa¬ 
tion for juliice; no multitudes to occafion fuch impediments to good order as in 
popular (fates : fo freely hath God and His Majclty bellowed thofe bleflings on them , 
will attempt to obtain them, as here every man be mailer of his own labour an' 1 land, 
or the greateft part (if His Majefly’s royal meaning be not abufed), and if he have 
nothing but his hands, he may fet up his trade; and by indultry quickly grow rich, 
•fpending but half that time well, which in England we abide in idlenefs, worlc, or as 
ill. Here is ground as good as any lieth in the height of forty-one, forty-two, forty- 
three, See., which is as temperate and as fruitful as any other parallel in the world. 

As for example, on this fide the line, well of it in the South Sea, is Nova Albion, 
difeovered, as is faid, by Sir Francis Drake : eall from it is the moll temperate part of 
Portugal, the ancient kingdoms of Galicia, Bifcay, Navarre, Arragon, Catalonia, 
Callillia the Old, and the moll moderate of Callillia the New, and Valencia, which is 
the greateft part of Spain, which, if the hiftories be true, in the Roman’s time 
abounded no lefs with gold and filver mines, than now the Weft Indies, the Romans 
then ufing the Spaniards to work in thofe mines, as now the Spaniards do the Indians. 
In France, the provinces of Gafcony, Languedock, Avignon, Provence, Dauphiny, 
Pyamont, and Turenne, are in the fame parallel, which are the belt and richelt parts 
of France. In Italy the provinces of Genoa, Lombardy, ami Verona, with a great 
part of the moll famous (late of Venice, the dukedoms of Bononia, Mantua, Fer¬ 
rara, Ravenna, Bolognia, Florence, Pifa, Sienna, Urbina, Ancona, and the ancient 
city and country of Rome, with a great part of the kingdom of Naples. In Scla- 
vonia, lllria and Dalmatia, with the kingdoms of Albania. In Grccia, thofe famous 
kingdoms of Macedonia, Bullulgaria, Theflalia, Thracia, or Romania, where is leated 
the molt pleafant and plentiful city in Europe, Conltantinople. 

Afia, in the fame latitude, are the temperatefi parts of . atolia, Armenia, Perfia, 
and China, befides divers other large countries and kingdoms in thofe moll mild and 
temperate regions of Afia. Southward in the famd height is the richelt of gold mines. 
Chili and Baldinia, and the mouth of the great river Plate, See., for all the reft of 
the world in that height is unknown. Befides thcfe rcafnns, mine own eyes that have 
feen a great part of thofe cities and their kingdoms (as well as it) can find no advantage 
they have in nature but this, they are beautified by the long labour and diligence of 
induftrious people and art; this is only as God made it when he created the world : 
therefore I conclude, if the heart and entrails of thofe regions were fought, if their 
land were cultured, planted, and manured by men of induftry, judgment, and expe¬ 
rience ; what hope is there, or what need they doubt, having the advantages of the 
fea, but it might equalize any of thefe famous kingdoms in all commodities, plea- 
\fures, and conditions, feeing even the very hedges do naturally afford us fuch plenty, 
ais no Ihip need return away empty, and only ufe but the feafon of the fea-filh will return 
an honeft gain, befides all other advantages, her treafurcs having yet never been opened, 
nor her originals, wafted, confumed, nor abufed. 

And whereas it is faid the Hollanders ferve the Eafterlings themfelves, and other 
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parts that want, with herring, ling, and wet cod; the Eafterlings, a great part of Europe 
with fturgeon and caviare, as tht'Black Sea doth Grecia, Podolia, Segovia, Natolia, 
and ihc liellefpont. Cape Blank, Spain, Portugal, and the Levant with mullet and 
pufargo. Newfoundland, the nioft part of the chief fouthern ports in Europe with 
a thin poor-john, which hath been fo long fo much overlaid with fi fliers, as the fifil¬ 
ing decayeth, fo that many oft times are conftraincd to return with a fmall freight. 
Norway and Poland affords pitch and tar, marts and yards ; Sweden and Ruffia, iron 
and ropes; Franee and Spain, canvas, wine, fteel, iron, and oil; Italy and Greece, 
filks and fruits. I dare boldly fay, becaufe I have feen naturally growing or breeding 
in thofe parts the fame materials that all thefe arc made of, they may as well be had 
••heft*, or the mod part of them, within the diftance of feventy leagues for fome few 
ages, as from all thofe parts, ufing but the fame means to have them that they do ; 
but furely in Virginia their moft tender and daintieft fruits or commodities would be 
as perfect as theirs, by reafon of the heat, if not in New England, and with all thofe 
advantages. 

Firft, the ground is fo fertile, that queftionlefs it is capable of producing any grain, 
fruits, or feeds you will fow or plant, growing in the regions aforenamed ; but it may 
not be to that perfection of delicacy, bccaufe the fummer is not fo hot, and the winter 
is more cold in thofe parts we have yet tried near the lea-fide, than we find in the fame 
height in Europe or Alta; yet I made a garden upon the top of a rocky ifle, in three- 
and-forty degrees and an half, four leagues from the main in May, that grew fo well, as it 
ferved, us for fallads in June and July. All forts of cattle may here be bred and fed in 
the illcs or peninfulas fecurely for nothing. In the interim, till they increal’e (if need 
be) oblerving the leafons, I durlt undertake to have corn enough from the favages for 
three hundred men, for a few trifles; and if they fhould be untoward, as it is moftcertain 
they will, thirty or forty good men will be fufficient to bring them all in fubjection, 
and make this provilion, if they underftand what to do; two hundred whereof may 
eight or nine months in the year be employed in helping the filhermen, till the reft 
provide other neceflaries, fit to furnilh us with other commodities. 

In March, April, May, and half June, here is cod in abundance; in May, June, 
July, and Augulf, mullet and fturgeon, whofe roes docs make caviary and puttargo, 
herring if any delire them ; I have taken many out of the bellies of cods, forne in nets; 
but the favages compare the llore in the fea with the hairs of their heads ; and furely 
there are an incredible abundance upon this coaft. In the end of Auguft, September, 
October, and November, you may h*ave cod again to make core-filh or poor-john: hake 
you may have when the cod fails in fummer, if you will lilh in the night, which is 
better than cod. Now each hundred you rake here is as good as two or three hun¬ 
dred in Newfoundland ; lo that half the labour in hooking, fplitting and towing is laved : 
and you may have your filh at what market you will, before they have any in New¬ 
foundland, where their filhing is chiefly but in June and July, where it is here 
in March, April, May, September, October, and November, as is faid; fo that 
by reafon of this plantation, the merchants may have their freight both out and home, 
which yield an advantage worth confidcration. Your core fifli you may in like manner 
tranfport as you fee caufc, to lervc the ports in Portugal, as Lilbon; Avcra, Porta-Port, 
autl divers others (or what market you pleafe), before your iflanders return: they 
being tied to the fealon in the open lea, and you having a double feafon, and filhing 
before your doors, may every night fleep quietly afhore with good cheer, and what fires 
you will, or when you pleafe, wall your wives and family : they only and their (hips 
m the main ocean, that mult carry and contain all they ufe, befides their freight. The 
mullets here are in that abundance you may take them with nets fome times by hun¬ 
dreds. 
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dreds, where at Cape Blank they hook them; yet thofe are but a foot and a half in 
lengrh ; thefe two, three, or four, as oft I have meaf&red, which makes me fufpett they 
are fome other kind of fifh, though they feem the fame, both in fafhion and good- 
nefs. Much falmon fome have found up the rivers as they have pafled, and here the air 
is fo temperate as all thefe at any time may be preferved. Now, young boys and girls, 
favages, or any other, be they never fuch idlers, may turn, carry, or return a filh, 
without either fhatne, or any great pain : he is very idle, that is pad twelve years of 
age, and cannot do fo much; and ihe is very old, that cannot fpin a thread to make 
engines to catch a fifh. 

For their tranfportation, the fliips that go there to filh may tranfport the fir ft ; who 
for their paflage will fpare the charge of double manning their fhips, which they nfuft 
do in Newfoundland to get their freight; but one-third part of that company are oiily 
proper to ferve a ft age, carry a barrow, and turn poor-john; notwithftanding, they 
muft have meat, drink, clothes, and paflage, fo well as the reft. Now all I defire is 
but this, that thofe that voluntarily will fend ' flapping, fhould make here the beft 
choice they can, or accept fuch as (hall be prefented them to ferve them at that rate : 
and their fliips returning, leave fuch with me, with the value of that they fhould receive 
coming home, in fuch provifions and neceflary tools, arms, bedding, apparel, fair, nets, 
hooks, lines, and fuch like, as they fpare of the remainings; who till the next return 
may keep their boats, and do them many other profitable offices. Provided, 1 have 
men of ability to teach them their functions, and a company fit for foldiers to be ready 
upon any occafion, bccaufe of the abufes that have been offered the poor favages, and 
the liberty that both French and Englifh, or any that will, have to deal with them as 
they pleafe; whofe diforders will be hard to reform, and the longer the worfe. 
Now fuch order with facility might be taken, with every port, town, or city, with free 
power to convert the benefit of their freights to what advantage they pleafe, and in- 
creafe their numbers as they fee occafion, who ever as they are able to fubfifl of them, 
felves, may begin the new tou'ns in New England, in memory of their old: 
which freedom being confined but to the neceffity of the general good, the 
event (with God’s help) might produce an honeft, a noble, and a profitable 
emulation. 

Jrft upon fait may afiuredly be made, if not at the firft ; in ponds, yet till they be pro¬ 
vided this may be ufed : then the fhips may tranfport kine, horfc, goats, coarfe cloth, 
and fuch commodities as we want; by w'hofe arrival may bfe made that provifion of fifh 
to freight the fliips that they ftay not; and then if the failovs go for wages, it matters 
not, it is hard if this return defray not the charge r but care muft be had they arrive 
in the fpring, or clfe that provifion be made for them againft '^vintcr. Of certain red 
berries called kerpies, w’hich is worth ten fhillings the pound, '.but of thefe have been 
fold for thirty or forty fhillings the pound, may yearly be gathered a good quantity. 
Of the mufkrat may be well railed gains worth their labour, thato will endeavour to 
make trial of their goodnefs. Of beavers, otters, and martins, bl&ck foxes, and furs 
of price, may yearly be had fix or feven thoufand, and if the trade of\the French were 
prevented, many more: twenty-five thoufand this year were broV|^ht from thofe 
northern parts into “France, of which trade we may have as good part as yhe French, if 
we .take good courfes. Of mines of gold and filver, copper, and probabilities of lead, 
cryftal and allum, I could fay much, if relations were good affurances; it iis true in¬ 
deed, I made many trials according to the inftruftions I had, which doth persuade me 
I need not defpair but that there are metals in the country; but l am no al chymift, 
nor will promife more than I know: which is, who will undertake the refti,’‘Tying of 
An iron forge, if thofe that buy meat and drink, coals, ore, and all neceffinries at a 
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dear rates, .gfcin, where all thefe things, areto be hadfor taking up, m *ny <bpiaiQn, . 
CatUlOt lofe* ’ ■ 

Of woods, feeing there is fuch plenty of all forts, if thofe that build {hips and boats 
buy wood at fo great a price as it is in England, Spam, France, and Holland, t and all 
other provifions for the nourifhment of man’s life, live well by their trade; when la- ... 
bour is all required to take thefe neceflaries, without any other tax, what hazard will ’ 
be here but to do much better, and what commodity ill Europe doth more decay than 
■wood ? for the goodnefs of the ground, let us take it fertile or barren, or as it is, feeing 
it is certain it bears fruits to nourifh and feed man and bead as well as England, and 
the fea thofe feveral forts of fifties I have related: thus feeing all good things for 
li.-m’S fuftenance may with this facility be had by a little extraordinary labour, till that 
transported be increafed, and all neceflaries for Ihipping only for labour, to which may 
be added the afliftance of the favages, which may eafily be had, if they be difcreetly 
handled in their kinds, towards filhing, planting, and deftroying woods, what gains 
might be mi fed if this were followed (when there is but once men to fill your ftore- 
houfes dwelling there? you may ferve all Europe better and far cheaper than can the 
ifland fifliers, or the Hollanders, Cape Blank, or Newfoundland, who muft be at much 
more charge than you) may eafily be conjedured by this example. 

Two thoufand will fit out a (hip of 200 tons, and one of too tons, if of the dry fifh 
they both make freight, tfiat of 200, and go for Spain, fell it but at ten {hillings a quintal, 
but commonly it gives fifteen or twenty, efpecially when it cometh firft, which amounts 
to 3 or 4000I., but fay but ten, which is the loweft, allowing the reft for wafte, it amounts 
at that rate to 2000I., which is the whole charge of your two (hips and the equipage, 
then the return of the money and the freight of the {hip f° r the vintage or any other 
voyage is clear gain, with your {hip of 100 tons of train oil and cor-fifti, befides 
the beavers and other commodities, and that you may have at home within fix months, 
i&God pleafe to fend but an ordinary palfage; then faving half this charge by the not 
{laying of your {hips, your viduals, overplus of men and wages, with her freight thither 
with neceflaries for the planters, the fait being there made, as alfo may the nets and 
lines within a fhort time j if nothing may be expeded but this, it might in time , 
equalize your Hollanders’ gains, if not exceed them, having their freights always ready 
againft the arrival of the {hips, this would To increafe our {hipping and Tailors, and fo 
encourage and employ a great part of our idlers and others that want employment 
fitting their qualities at home, where they fliamc to do that they would do abroad, that 
could they but once tafte the fweet fruits of their own labour, -doubtlefs many thou- 
fands would be advifed by good difeipline to take more pleafure in honeft induftry 
than in their humours ofdiflblute idlenefs. 

But to return a little more to the, particulars of this country, w hich I intermingle thus 
with my projeds and reafons, not being fo fufliciently yet acquainted in thofe parts, to 
write fully the eftateof the fea, the air, the land, the fruits, their rocks, the people, the 
government, religion, territories, limitations, friends and foes: but as I gathered from .. 
tfyeir niggardly relations in a broken language, during the time I ranged thofe countries, 
&c. the moft northern part I was at, was the bay of Pennobfcot, which is eaft and weft, 
north and fouth, more than ten leagues: but fuch were my occafion®, I was conftrained 
to be fatisfied of them I found in the bay, that the river ran far up into the land, and 
was well inhabited with many people, but they were from their habitations, either 
filhing amongft the ifles, or hunting the lakes and woods for deer and beavers: the bay . 
is full of great ifles of one, two, fix or eight miles in length, which divides it into many 
fair and excellent good harbours. On the eaft of it are the larremines, their mortal, 
i.voju xin. .... ( . fi :[}>. .... enemies. 
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enetptes, where Inhabit the French, as they report, that live with thofe pfeople as one 
nation or familyand northweft of Pennobfcot il Mecaddacut, at the foot of a high 
mountain, a kind of fortrefs againft the Tarrentmes, adjoining to the high mountains of 
Ptmiob/cot; againft whofe feet doth beat the fea j but over all the land, ifles, or other 
impediments, you may well fee them fourteen or eighteen leagues from their fituation. 
Segocket is the next, then Nufkoucus, Pemmaquid, and Sagadahock : up this river, 
where was the weftem plantation, are Aumoughcawgen, Kinnebeke, and divers others,* 
Where are planted fome com fields. Along this river, thirty or forty miles, I faw no¬ 
thing but great high clifts of barren rocks overgrown with wood, but where the favages 
dwell there the ground is excellent fait, and fertile. Weftward of this river is the 
country of Aucociico,in the bottom of a large deep bay, full of many great ifles 
‘ divides it into many good harbours. Sawocotuck is the next, in the edge of a ‘large 
fandy bay, which hath many rocks and ifles, but few good harbours, but for barks I yet 
know ; but all this coaft to I’ennobfcot, and as far as I could fee eaftward of it, is 
nothing but fuch high craggy clifty rocks and ftony ifles, that 1 wonder fuch great trees 
cOuld grow upon fo hard foundations. It is a country rather to aftright than delight 
one, and how' to dcfcribe a more plain fpectacle of defolation, or more barren, 1 know 
not; yet are thole rocky ifles fo furnilhcd with good woods, fprings, fruits, nfli and fowl, 
and the lea the ftrangcl! filh-pond I ever faw, that it makes me think, though the coal! 
be rocky and thus affrightable, the vallies and plains and interior parts may well not- 
withftanding be very fertile. But there is no country fo fertile hath not fome part 
barren, and New-England is great enough to make many kingdoms and countries, were 
it all inhabited. As you pafs the coaft frill wefttvard, Accominticus and Paffataquack are 
two convenient harbours for fmall barks; and a good country within their craggy clifts. 
Augoan is the next: this place might content a right curious judgment, but there are 
many lands at the entrance of the harbour, and the worft is, it is embayed too far from 
the deep fea ; here are many riling hills, and on their tops and defeents arc many com 
fields and delightful groves: on the eaft is an ifle of two or three leagues in length, the 
one-half plain marlh ground, fit for pafture or fait ponds, with many fair high groves 
of mulberry-trees and gardens; there is alfo oaks, pines, walnuts, and other wood to 
make this place an excellent habitation,, being a good and fafe harbour. 

^ Naiemkeck, though it be more rocky ground, for Augoan is fandy, not much infe¬ 
rior neither for the harbour, nor any thing I could perceive but the multitude of people: 
from hence doth ftrctch into the fea the fair head-land Tragabigzanda, now called Cape 
Anne, fronted with the three ifles we called the Tnree Turks Heads; to the north of this 
doth enter a great bay, where wc found fome habitations and corn fields, they report a 
fair river,and at lead thirty habitations dothpoflels this country. But becaufe the French 
had got their trade, 1 had no leifure to difeover it: the ifles of Maltahunts are on the 
weft fide of this bay, where are many ifles and fome rocks that appear a great height 
above the water like the pyramids in AEgypt, and among!! them many good harbours, 
and then the country of the Maflachufets; which is the paradife of all thofe parts, for 
here are many ifles planted with corn, groves, mulberries, falvage gardens and gqgd 
harbours; the coaft is for the moft part high clay fandy clifts, the fea coal! as you pafs 
ihews you all along large corn fields, and great troops of well-proportioned people: 
but the French having remained here near fix weeks, left nothing for us to take occafion 
to examine the inhabitants relations, viz. if there be three thoufand people upon thofe 
ifles, and that the riv,er doth pierce many days journey the entrails of that country: we 
foctfid the people in thofe parts very kind, but in their fury no lefs valiant, for , upon a 
quat|el we fought with forty or fifty of them, till they had fpent ail their arrows, and 
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then we topk px ©r feven of their canoes, which towards-the evening thejr loomed 
for beaver-ik 3 ns, ;and at Quonahafit felling put there but with one of them ; . he with J&ree 
others croffed the harbour in a canoe to certain rocks whereby we mult pafs, and there 
let fly their arrows for our (hot, till we were out of danger, yet one of them was flam* 
andanother (hot through his thigh. 

Then come you to Accomacke, an excellent good harbour, good land, and no 
e-want of any thing but indullrious people: after much kindne-fs, we fought alfo with 
them, though fome were hurt, fome flain, yet within an hour after they became 
friends. Cape Cod is the next prefents ilfelf, which is only a headland of high hills, 

• overgrown with fhrubby pines, hurts and fuch trafli, but mi excellent harbour for all 
"’ealhcr:;. This cape is mads by the main feu on the one fide, and a great bay on 
the u'hcr in form of a fickle ; on it doth inhabit the people of Pawmer, and in the 
bottom of" the bay them of Chawum ; towards the fouth and fouth-weft of this Cape 
is found a long and dangerous fhoal of rocks and land, but fo far as I incircled it, I 
found thirty fathoms water and a ltrong current, which makes me think there is a 
channel about this fliqal, where is the beft and groateft fifli to be had winter and 
fuminer in all the country; but the favages fay there is no channel, but that the fhoals 
begin from the main at Paw met to the ille of Navvfct, and fo extends beyond their 
knowledge into the fea. The next to this is Capawucke, and thofe abounding coun¬ 
tries of copper, com, people, and minerals, which I went to difeover this lafl: year, 
but becaufe I mifqarried by the way 1 will leave them till God pleafe I have better 
acquaintance with them. 

The Malfachufets, they report, fometimes have wars with the Bafliabes of Pennob- 
fcot, and arc not always friends with them of Chawum and their alliance; but now 
they arc ail friends, and have each trade with other fo far as they have fociety on each - 
other’s frontiers, for they make no iuch voyages as from Pennobfcot to Cape Cod, 
feldom to Maffachufct. In the north, as I have laid, they have begun to plant corn, 
whereof the fouth part hath fuch plenty as they have what they will from them of 
the north ; and in the w inter, much more plenty of fi/h and fowl; but both winter and 
fummer hath it in one part or other all the year, being the mean and moft indifferent 
teirtper betwixt heat and cold, of all the regions betwixt the line and the pole; but 
the furs northw'ard are much better, and in mtich more plenty than fouthward. 

Tiie remarkableft ifles and mountains for land-marks arc thefe : the higheft ifle is 
Sorica in the bay of Pennobfcot, but the three ifles, and the ifles of Matinack are 
much further in the fea: Metyuacus is alfo three plain ifles, but many great rocks: 
Monahigan is a round high ifle, and clofe by it Monanis, betwixt which is a finall 
harbour where we rid ; in DameriPs Hies is fuch another, Sagadahocke is known by 
Satquin, and four or five ifles in their mouth. Smith’s Ifles are a heap together, none 
-near them againft Accomintycus: the Three Turks Heads are three ifles, feen far tp 
feaward in regard of the headland. The chief headlands are only Cape Tragabigzanda 
and Cape Cod, now called Cape Janies and Cape Anne. 

The chief mountains, them of Pennobfcot, the twinkling mountain of Acocifco, the 
great mountain of Saffanow, and the high mountain of Maffachufet; each of which: 
you fliall find in the map, their places, form, and altitudes. The* waters are moft 
pure, proceeding from the entrails of rocky mountains; the herbs and fruits are of 
many forts and kinds, as alkermcs, currants, mulberries, vines, refpifes, gpofeberries, 
plumbs, walnuts, chefnuts, finall nuts, pumpeons, gourds, ftrawbjrrieSjkeaes, peas, 
and maize j a kind or two of flax, wherewith they make nets, lines, and ropes* both 
•finall and great,-yery ftrong for their quantities. 

»Va ' Oak 
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Oak is of which there is great^difference, t^^jrheye' 

it gfpweth, fir.pine, walnut, chefnut, birch* a(h, elm* cyprefs, cedar* mulberry, plumb* <■ 
tree, hazel, faftefi-as, and many other forts. * 

Eagles, grips, f divers forts, of hawks, cranes, geefe, brants, cormorants, ducks, 
cranes, fwans, fheldrakes, teal, mews, gulls, turkies, dive-doppers, and many other 
forts whqfe names I know not. 

Whales, grompus, porkpifees, turbet, fturgeon, cod, hake, haddock, cole, cufk of® 
fmallling, fliark, mackarel, herring, mullet, bafe, pinnacks, cunners, perch, eels, crabs, 
lobfters, mufcles, wilks, oyfters, clamps, periwinkles, and divers others, &c. 

Moos, a beaft bigger than a flag, deer red and fallow, beavers, wolves, fpxes both 
black and other, arougheunds, wild cats, bears, otters, martins, fitches, tnufquufl’u,"; 
and divers other forts of vermin whofe names I know not: all thefe and divers other 
good things do here for want of ufe ftill increafe and decreafe with little diminution, 
whereby they grow to that abundance, you fhall fcarce find any bay, fhallow, fliore or 
cove of fand, where you may not take many clamps or lobfters, or both, at your plea¬ 
sure, and in many places load your boat if you pleafe; nor iflps where you find not 
fruits, birds, crabs, and mufcles, or all of them ; for taking at a low. water cod, cufk, 
hollibut, fcate, turbet, mackarel, or fuch like,'are taken plentifully in divers fandy 
bays, ftore of mullet, bales, and divers other forts of fuch excellent filh as many as 
their net can hold: no river where there is not plenty of* fturgeon, or falmon, or 
both, all which are to be had in abundance obferving but their feafons but if a man 
will go at Chriftmas to gather cherries in Kent, though there be plenty in fummer, 
he may be deceived; fo here thefe plenties have each their feafons, as' I have 
expreffed; we for the moft part had little but bread and vinegar, and though the 
molt part of July when the fifhing decayed, they wrought all day, lay abroad in the 
ifles all night, and lived on what they found, yet were not fick: but I would wifh 
none long put hiinfelf to fuch plunges, except necqflity conftrain it: yet worthy is 
that perfon to ftarve that here cannot live if he have f'enfe, ftrength, and health, for 
there is no fuch penury of thefe bleffings in any place but that one hundred men 
may in two or three hours make their provifions for a day; and he that hath experience 
to manage thefe affairs with forty or thirty honeft induftrious men, might well under¬ 
take (if they dwell in thefe parts) to fubjedfc the favages, and feed daily two or three 
hundred men with as good com, fifh and fleflv as the earth hath of thofe kinds, and 
yet make that labour hut their pleafure, provided that they have engines that be 
proper for their purpofes. Who can defire more content that hath fmall means, or 
but only his merit to advance his fortune, than to tread and plant that ground he 
hath'purchafed by the hazard of his life; if he have but thf taftc of virtue and mag¬ 
nanimity, what to fuch a mind can be more pleafant than planting and building a 
foundation for his pofterity, got from the rude earth by God’s bleffing and his own 
induftry without prejudice to any, if he have any grain of faith or zeal in religion, 
what can he do lefs hurtful to any, or more agreeable to God, than to feek to convert 
thofe poor favages to know Chrift and humanity, whofe labours with diferetioa will 
triple require thy charge and pain; what fo truly fuits with honour and hopefty, as 
the difeovering things unknown, eredting towns, peopling countries, informing the 
ignorarit, reforming things unjuft, teaching virtue and gain to our native mother coun¬ 
try; a kingdom to attend her, find employment for thofe that are idle, becaufe they 
know not what to do: fo far from wronging any, as to caufe pofterity to remember 
thee* and remembering thee, ever honour that remembrance with praife ? Confiddr 
whatwere the beginnings and endings of the monarchies of the Chaldeans, the Syrians, 
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the GriscSadi' ai^ Rontans» but this one rule,; what was it they would biot dd :$>f the 
* good their, commonwealth, or thetr mother city ? For example, Rome, what madp 
her fuch a monarchefs, but only the adventures of her youth, not in riots athotriiej 
but in dangers abroad, and the juftice and judgment out of their experience ❖hen.’ 
they grew aged; what was their ruin and hurt but this, the excefs of idlenefs, the 
fondnefs of parents, the want of experience in magiftrates, the admiration* of theft* 
undeferved honours, the contempt of true merit, their unjuft jealoufies, their politic 
incredulities, their hypocritical feeming goodnefs and their deeds of fecret lewdnefs ; 
finally in fine, growing Only formal tempo rifts, all that their predeceffors got in many 
years they loft in a few days: thofe by Their pains and virtues became lords of the 
wuritl, they by their eafe and vices became Daves to their fervants. This is the difference 
betwixt the ufe of arms in the field and on the monuments of ftones, the golden age 
and the leaden age, profperity and mifery, juftice and corruption, fubftance and 
fhadows, words anil deeds, experience and imagination, making commonwealths, and 
marring commonwealths, the fruits of virtue, and the conclufions of vice. 

Then who would live at home idly, or think in himfelf any worth to live, only to 
eat, drink, and Deep, and fo die; or by confuming that carelefsly, his friends got 
worthily, or by ufing that miferably that maintained virtue honeftly, or for being 
defcended nobly, and ping with the vain vaunt of great kindred in penury, or to main¬ 
tain a filly (hew of bravery, toil out thy heart, foul and time bafely, by ftiifts, tricks, 
cards and dice, or by relating news of other men’s actions, {hark here and there for a 
dinner «r fupper, deceive thy friends by fair promifes and diffimulation, in borrowing 
where thou never meaneft to pay, offend the laws, fur-feit with excefs, burthen thy 
country, abufe thyfelf, defpair in want, and then coufin thy kindred, yea, even thy 
own brother, and wifh thy parents’ death (1 will not fay damnation), to have their 
eftates, though thou fee ft what honours and rewards the world yet hath for them, 
that will feek them and worthily deferve them. 

I would be forry to offend, or that any fhould miftake my honefl: meaning, for I 
wifti good to all, hurt to none: but rich men for the moil part are grown to that 
dotage through their pride in their wealth, as though there were no accident could 
end it or their life. 

And what hellilh care do fuch take to make it their own mifery and their countries* 
fpoil, cfpecially when there is moft neffi of their employment, drawing by all manner 
. of inventions from the prince and his honeft fubjecls, even the vital fpirits of their 
power and eftate, as if their bags or brags were fo powerful a defence, the malicious 
could not affault them, when they are the only bait to caufe us not only to be 
a {faulted, but betrayed ana murdered in our own fecurity ere wc will perceive it. 

May not the tniferable ruin of Conftantinople, their impregnable walls, riches and 
pleafures laft taken by the Turk, which were then but a bit in comparison of their 
mightinefs now, remember us of the effects of private covetoufnefs, at which time the 
good Emperor held himfelf rich enough, to have fuch rich fubjeds, fo formal in all 
oftcefs of vanity, all kind of delicacy and prodigality : his poverty when the Turk, 
befieged the citizens (whole merchandizing thoughts were only to get wealth) little 
conceiving the defperate refolution of a valiant expert enemy, left the Emperor fo 
long to his conclufions, having {pent all 4 he* had to pay his young raw difeontented 
foldiers, that fuddenly he, they, and their city were all a prey to the devouring Turks, 
•gnd what they would not fpare for the maintenance of them who adventured their 
i^ves to defend them, did ferve only their enemies to torment them, thieir firiends and 
^country, add all Chriftendom to this prefent day. Let this lamentable example 

remember 
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remember yott tbl&C»e' rich (feeing there are Futh great tyevfesin the wnSd tb r$b 
you) not grudge to lend foure proportion to brectf’them that have little, yetwilffn* & 
learn bow to defend you, for it is too late when the deed is doing. ' 

The Romans eftate hath been worfe than this, for the mere covetoufneFs and 
extortion of 'a few of them fo moved the reft, that not having any employment but 
cOntemplition, their great judgments grew to fo great malice,* as thcmfelves were fuf- 
ficient to deftroy themfelvcs by faction; let this move you to embrace employment, 
for thofe whofe educations, fpirits, and judgments, want but your purfes, not only to 
prelent fuch accuftomed dangers, but alfo to gain more thereby than you have; and 
you fathers that are either lb foylilhly fond,*' or fo miferably covetous, or fo wilfully 
ignorant, or fo negligently carelefs, as that you will rather maintain your childi'bp-M 
idle wantonnefs till they grow your mafters, or become fo bafely unkind that they*wilh 
nothing but your deaths, fo that both forts grow diffolute, and although you would 
wifli them any where to eft-ape the gallows and eafe your cares, though they fpend 
you here one, two, or three hundred pounds a year, you would grudge to give half 
fo much in adventure with them to obtain an eftate, which in a fmall time, but with 
a little afliftance of your providence, might be better than your own ; but if an angel 
fhould tell you any place yet unknown can afford fuch fortunes, you would not 
believe* it, no more than Columbus was believed there was any fuch land as is now 
the well known abounding America, much lefs fuch large regions as are yet unknown, 
as well in America as in A frica and Alia, and Terra Incognita. 

I have not been fo ill bred but I have tailed of plenty and pleafure, as well £8 want 
and mifery ; nor doth ncceflity yet, or occafion of difeontent, force me to thefe endea¬ 
vours, nor am I ignorant what fmall thanks I fhall have for my pains, or that many 
would have the world imagine them to be of great judgment, that can but blemirn 
thefe my defigns, by their witty objections and detraction, yet I hope my rcafons with 
my deeds will fo prevail with fome, that I fhall not Want employment in thefe affairs, 
to make the moft blind fee his own fenfeleffnefs and incredulity, hoping that gain will 
make them affect that which religion, charity, and the common good cannot. It were 
but a poor device in me to deceive myfolf, mu^i more the King and ftatc, my friends 
and country with thefe inducements, which feeing His Majefty hath given permiffion, 
Xjfyilh all forts of worthy, honeft, iziduftrious fpirits would underftand, and if they 
defire any further fatisfaftion, I will do my blft to give it, not to perfuade them to 
go only, but go with them; not leave them there, but live with them there: I will 
not fay but by ill providing and undue managing, fuch courfes may be taken may 
make us miferable enough: but if I may have the execution of what I have projected, 
if they want to eat, let them eat or never digeft me ; if I pdfcrm what I fay, 1 defire 
but that reward out of the gains may fuit my pains, quality, and condition, and if I 
abufe you with my tongue, take my head for fatisfaefion. If any diflike at the year’s 
eri 9 , defraying their charge, by my confent they fhould freely return; I fear not 
want of .company fufficient, were it but known what I know of thefe countries, and 
by the proof of that wealth I hope yearly to return, if God pleafe to blefs me from 
fuch accidents as are beyond my power in reafon to prevent; for 1 am not fo fimple 
to thinkathat ever fmy other motive than wealth will ever ereCt there a commonwealth, 
or draw company from their eafe and humours at home, to ftay in New England to 
•effeCt my purpofes. 

And left any fhould think the toil might be infupportable, though thefe thing* may 
bft ftpiby labour and diligence, I affure myfelf there are who delight extremely in 
that take muchmore paihs mfitgland to enjoy it* than I fhould do 

here 
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; and get I think they f&piifeJ got have ha|^ fot| fweet 
# cotiit^Di for oOr pleafure here is dill gainy in England charges and lofaj here aaf^ 
and liberty affords us that freely which in England we want, or it cofteth us diearly., 
What pleafure can be more than being tired with any occafion affiore, in planting 
vines, fruits, or herbs, in contriving their own grounds to the pleafure of their own 
minds, their fields, gardens, orchards, buildings, (hips, and other works, &c. ty recreate! 
♦themfelves before their own doors, in their own boats, upon the fea, where man, wo¬ 
man, and child, with a fmall hook and line, by angling, may take divers forts of excellent * 
fiffiat their pleafure; and is it not pretty fport to pull up twopence, fixpence, and twelve- 

? ence, as fall as you can hale and veer a line ? He is a very bad fiiher who cannot 
ilj in one day, with his hook and line, one, two, or three hundred cod, which, dreffed 
anti dried, if they be fold there for ten fhillings a hundred, though in England they 
will give more than twenty, may not both fervant, mailer, and merchant be well con¬ 
tent with this gain ? If a man work but three days in feven, he may get more than he 
can fpend, unlefs he will be exceedingly excefiivfe. Now that carpenter, mafon, gar¬ 
dener, tailor, fmith, failor, forger, or what other, may they not make this a pretty 
recreation, though they fiih but an hour in a day, to take more than they can eat in a 
week,' or if they will not eat it, becaufe there is fo much better choice, yet fell it or 
change it with the filhermen or merchants for any thing you want 5 and what fport 
doth yield a more pleafmg content, and lefs hurt and charge than angling with a hook, 
and crofling the fweet air from-afle to ifle, over the filent dreams of a cahn fea, wherein 
the mofl curious may find profit, pleafure, and content. 

Thus"though all men be not fifhers, yet ail men whatfoever may in other matters do 
as well, for neceffity doth in thefe cafes fo rule a commonwealth, and each in their 
feveral functions, as their labours in their qualities may be as profitable becaufe there is 
a necefiary mutual ufe of all. 

For gentlemen, what exercife fhould more delight them than ranging daily thefe un¬ 
known parts, ufmg fowling and fiihing for hunting and haw'king, and yet you (hall fee 
. the wild hawks give you fome pleafure in feeing them flop fix or feven times after one 
another an hour or two together, at the fkults of fifh in the fair harbours, as thofe a- 
fhore at a fowl, and never trouble nor torment yourfelves with watching, mewing, 
feeding, and attending them, nor kill horfe and man with running and crying. See you 
not a hawk; for hunting alfo, the woods, lakes and rivers afford not only chace 
fufficient for any that delight in that kind of toil or pleafure, but fuch beads to hunt, 
that befides the delicacy of their bodies for food, their fkins are fo rich, as they will 
recompence the daily labour with a captain’s pay. 

For labourers, if thofe that fow hemp, rape, turnips, parfnips, carrots, cabbage, and 
fuch like, give twenty, thirty, forty, fifty (hillings yearly for an acre of land, and meat, 
drink, and wages to ufe it, and yet grow rich: when better, or at lead as good ground 
may be had and cod nothing but labour j it feems drange to me any fuch (houkfgrow 
poor. 

JMy purpofe is not to perfuade children from their parents, men from their wives, 
nor fervants from their loaders; only fuch as with free confent may be*fpared: but 
that each parilh, or village, in city or country, that will but apparel their f^herlefs 
children of thirteen or fourteen years of age, or young married people that have fmall 
wealth to live on here, by their labour may live exceeding well. Provided always, that 
fird there be a fufficient power to command them, ftbufes to receive them, means to 
defend them, and meet provifions for* them, Jbr any place may be over-lain t and it is 
mpft neceflaiy to have a fortrefs (ere this- grow to practice), and diffident mailers of 
w. ■' *• ■ all-. 
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all neceffary, tnetthapcal qualities to take ten or twelve of them fbrappr»ntj«Bjthe 
mafteiuby this may quickly grow rich, thefe may Seam th^r trades themfelves to do * 
the like, to a general and an incredible benefit for king and country, matter and 
Servant. ‘' 

It would be a hiftory of a large volume to recite the adventures of the Spaniards and 
•Portugnefe, their affronts and defeats, their dangers and miferies, which with fuch 
^.incomparable honour and conftant refolution, fo far beyond belief, they have attempted 
•and endured in their difcoveries and plantations, as may well condemn us of too much 
.imbecility, floth, and negligence: yet the authors of thefe new inventions were held as 
. ridiculous for a long lime, as now are others that do but feek to imitate their un¬ 
paralleled virtues ; and though we fee daily their mountains of wealth (fprung frotijAfefe 
plants of their generous endeavours) yet is our fenfuality and untowardnefs fuefi and 
fo great, that we either ignorantly believe nothing or fo curioufly conteft to prevent 
we know not what future events, that we either fo negleft, or opprefs and difeourage 
the prefent, as we fpoil all in the making, crop all in the bloomingj and building upon 
fair fund rather than upon rough rocks, judge that we know not, govern that we have 
not, fear that which is not; and for fear fome fliould do too well, force fuch againft 
their wills to be idle, or as ill. And who is he hath judgment, courage, and anyin- 
du&ry or quality with underflanding, will leave his country, his hopes at home, 
his certain eftate, his friends, pleafures, liberty, and the preferment fweet Eng¬ 
land doth afford to all degrees, were it not to advance his fortunes by enjoying his 
deferts, whofe profperity once appearing, will encourage others: but it mult be cherifhed 
as a child, till it be able to go and underftand itfelf, and not corrected nor oppreffed 
above its ltrength, ere it know wherefore. A child can neither perform the office nor 
deeds of a man of ftrength, nor endure that affliction he is able; nor can an apprentice 
, at the firft perform the part of a mailer, and if twenty years be required to make a child 
a man, feven years limited an apprentice for his trade t iffcarce an age be fufficient to 
make a wife man a flatefman, and commonly a man dies ere he hath learned to be 
difereet; if perfection be fo hard to be obtained, as of neceflity there mull be pra&ice 
as well as theorick: let no man then condemn this paradox opinion, to fay that half 
feven years is 1’carce fufficient for a good capacity to learn in thefe affairs how to carry 
bitinfelf. And whoever fhall try in thefe remote places the ereCting of a colony, fhail 
flhd at the end of feven years occafion enough to ufe all his diferetioft: and in the in¬ 
terim, all the content, rewards, gains, and hopes will be neceffariiy required to b$ 
given to the beginning, till it be able to creep, to fland, and go, and to encourage defert 
by all pofiible means; yet time enough to keep it from running, for there is no fear it 
will grow too fall, or ever to any thing, except liberty, profit, honour, and profperity 
there found, more bind the planters of thofe affairs in devotion to effect it, than bon¬ 
dage, violence, tyranny, ingratitude, and fuch double dealing as binds free men to 
become flaves, and honeft men turn knaves, which hath ever been the ruin of the 
moft popular commonwealths, and it is very unlikely ever well to begin anew. 

Who feeth not what is the greateft good of the Spaniards, but thefe new conclufions 
in fearching thofe unknown parts of this unknown world; by which means hedives even 
into the very fecrets of all his neighbours, and the moft part of the world; and when 
thePoiftuguefeand Spaniard&had found the Eaftand Weft Indies, how many did condemn 
themfelves that did not accept of that honeft offer of noble Columbus, who upon our 
negle& brought them to it, perfuadingourfelvesthe world had no fuch places as they had 
found: and yet ever fiuce we find, they (till (from time to time) have found new lands, 
jie* nations, and trades, and $11 daily do fad, both in Alia, Africa, Terra Incognita, 
" and 
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and America* that there is neither foldier nor mechanic* from the. lord to the beggar, 

hut thafe parts affords them -all 4 employment, and difcharges their native foil of fo 
many thoufands of all forts, that elfe by their iloth, pride, and imperfe&ions, would 
Jong ere this hare troubled their neighbours, or have eaten the pride of Spain 
itfelf. ' . • 

Now he knows little that knows not England may well fpare many more people than 
Spain, and is as well able to fumifli them with all manner of neceffaries: and f<*W 
for all they have, they ceafe not ftill to fearch for that they have not, and know not; k 
is ftrange we Ihould be fo dull, as not maintain that which we have, and purfue that we 
know: furely, I am fure many would take it ill, to be abridged of the titles and honours 
f f tlleir predeceffors; when if but truly they would judge themfelves, look how inferior 
they are to their noble virtues, fo much they are unworthy of their honours and livings, 
which never were ordained for ihows and lhadows, to maintain idlenefs and vice, but 
to make them more able to abound in honour, by heroical deeds of a&ion, judgment, 
piety, and virtue. What was it both in their purfe and perfon they would not do for 
the good of their common-wealth, which might move them prefently to fet out their 
fpare children in thefe generous defigns; religion above all things ihould move us, 
efpecially the clergy, if we are religious, to fliew our faith by our works, in converting 
thofe poor favages to the knowledge of God, feeing what pains the Spaniards take to 
bring them to their adulfered faith. Honour might move the gentry, the valiant, and 
induitrious, and the hope and affurance of wealth, all, if we were that we would feem, 
and be,accounted; or be we fo far inferior to other nations, or our fpirits fo hr 
deje&ed from our ancient predeceffors, or our minds fo upon fpoil, piracy, and fuch 
villainy, as to ferve the Portugal, Spaniard, Dutch, French, or Turk, (as to the coft of 
Europe too many do) rather than our God, our king, our country, and ourfelves; 
excufing our idlenefs and our bafe complaints by want of employment, when here is 
fuch choice of all forts, and for*all degrees, in the planting and difeovering thefe North 
parts of American. 


My fecond Voyage to New England. 

IN the year of our Lord 1615, I was employed by many my friends of London* 
and Sir Ferdinando Gorges, a noble knight, and a great favourer of thofe a&ions, 
who perfuaded the Reverend Dean of Exeter, Do&or Sutcliffe, and divers merchants 
of the Well, to entertain this plantatipn. Much labour I had taken to bring the Lon¬ 
doners and them to join together, becaufe the Londoners have moll money, and the 
Weftern men are moll proper for filhing, and it is near as much trouble, but much 
more dancer, to fail from London to Plymouth, than from Plymouth to New Eng¬ 
land, fo that half the voyage would thus be faved, yet by no means I could prevail, 
fo defirous they were both to be lords of this filhing. Now to make my words more 
apparent by my deeds, to begin a plantation for a more ample trial of thofe conclu- 
fions, I was to have llaid there but with lixteen men, whofe names were; 


Thomas Dinner, 
Edward Stallings, 
Daniel Cage, 
Francis Abbot, 
John Coiling, 
Willian Ingram, 
David Cooper," 
John Partridge, 

VOL. XIII. 


► Gent. 

► Soldiers. 


Thomas Digby, 
Daniel Baker, 
Adam Smith, 
Thomas Watfpn, 
Walter Chiffel, 
Robert Miller, 
And two Boys, 

o o 


[Were to learn 
f to be Sailors. 


X fiGSW 



236 *M!TH*S NEW ENGLAND. 

I confefs l could ha^WHhed them as mahy thoufande, had'all other pfOvifione been 
in like proportionj nor would I have had fo few, tipuld I have had means for more;; 
yet would God have pleafed we had fafely arrived, I doubted not but to have per¬ 
formed more than l promifed, and that many thoufands ere this would have been there 
ere now. The main aflifiance, next God, I had to this fmall number, was my ac¬ 
quaintance amongft the favages, efpecially with Dohoday, one of their greateft lords, 
who had lived long in England, and another called Tantum, I carried with me from 
England, and fet on fhore at Cape Cod ; by the means of this proud favage I did not 
doubt but quickly to have got that credit amongft the reft of the favages and their 
alliance, to have had as many of them as I defired in any defign I intended, and that 
trade alfo they had by fuch a kind of exchange of their country commodities, 
both with eafe and fecurity might then have been ufed with him and divers others : 

I had concluded to inhabit and defend them againft the Tarentines, with a better 
power than the French did them, whole tyranny did enforce them to embrace my 
offer with no fmall devotion ; and though many may think me more bold than wife. 
In regard of their power, dexterity, treachery, and inconftancy, -having fo defperately 
affaulted and betrayed many others; I fay but this, (becaufe with fo many, I have 
many times done much more in Virginia than 1 intended here, when I wanted that 
experience Virginia taught me), that to me it feems no more danger than ordinary ; 
and though I know myfelf the meaneft of many thoufands,'whofe apprehenfive in- 
fpection can pierce beyond the bounds of my abilities, into the hidden things of nature, 
art, and reafon ; yet l entreat fuch, give me leave to excufe myfelf of fo mud} imbe¬ 
cility, as to fay, that 'in thefe eighteen years which I have been converfant with thefe 
affairs, I have not learned there is a great difference betwixt the directions and judg- 
nient of experimental knowledge, and the fuperficial conjecture of variable relation 1 
wherein rumour, humour, or mifprifion have fuch power, that ofttimes one is enough 
to beguile twenty, but twenty not fufficient to keep one' from being deceived. There¬ 
fore I know no reafon but to believe my own eyes before any man’s imagination, that is 
but wrefted from the conceits of my own projects and endeavours, but I honor with 
all affeCtion, the counfel and inftruCtions of judicial directions, or any other honeft 
advertifement, fo far to obferve, as they tie me, not to the cruelty of unknown events. 
TJ^fe are the inducements that thus drew me to negleCt all other employments, and 
fpend my time and belt abilities in thefe adventures, wherein though 1 have had many 
difeouragements, by the ingratitude of fome, the malicious flanders of others, thefalfe*^ 
neis of friends, the treachery of cowards, and flownefs of adventurers. 

Now you are to remember, as I returned firft from New England at Plymouth, I 
was promifed four good fhips ready prepared to my hand the next Chriftmas, and what 
conditions and content 1 would defire, to put this bufinefs in practice, and arriying at 
London, four more were offered me with the like courtefy. But to join the Londoners 
and them in one, was mod impoffible ; fo that in January,.with two hundred pounds in 
cafh for adventure, and fix gentlemen well furnifhed, I went from London to the four 
fhips were promifed me at Plymouth, but I found no fuch matter ; and the moft of 
thofe that had made fuch great promifes, by the bad return of the ihip went for gold, 
and their private emulations, were extinCt and qualified. Notwithftanding, at laft, with 
a labyrinth of trouble, though the greateft of the burden lay on me, and a few of my 
particular friends, I was furnifhed with a Ihip of two hundred tons, and another of 
fifty } but ere 1 had failed one hundred and twenty leagues, Ihe broke all her mafts, 

E umping e? h watch five or fix thoufand ftrokes ; only her fprit-fail remained to fpoon 
eford the wind, till wc'had re-accommodated a jury-maft to return for Plymouth, or 
founder in the feas. 

My 
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Mywc*adi»iral hefag Jpll* notknowingpf this, proceededher voyage ;npw with 
the remainder of thofe provifions,* I got out again in a ftnall bark of iixtytons with 
thirty men : for this of two hundred, and provision for feventy, which were the fistfeen 
before named, and fourteen other failors for the fhip ; with thofe l fet fail again thje 
four-andtwentieth of June, where what befell ins (becaufe my a&ions and writings 
are fo public to the world) envy ftill feeking to fcandalize my endeavours, and feeing ’ 
no power but death can flop the chat of ill tongues, nor imaginations of men’s 
minds, left my own relations of thofe hard events might by ibme conftructors be made 
doubtful, I have thought it beft to infert ths examinations of thofe proceedings, 
taken by Sir Lewis Stukeley, a worthy knight, and vice-aduxiral of Devonflfire, which 
yras as followeth : 

The Examination of Daniel Baker , late Steward to Captain John Smith, in the return of 
Plymouth, taken before Sir Lewis Stukely, Knight, the 8/,6 of December, 16x5. 

THE effeCfc in brjef was this : being chaced by one Fry an Englilh pirate, Edward 
Chambers the matter, John Minter his mate, Thomas Digby the pilot, and divers 
others importuned him to yield ; much fwaggering we had with them, more than the 
pirates, who agreed upon fuch fair conditions as we dafired, which if they broke, he 
vowed to fink rather tlian be abufed. Strange they thought it, that a bark of three- 
fcore tons with four guns fhould Hand upon fuch terms, they being eighty expert Tea¬ 
men, in an excellent fhip of one hundred and forty tons, and thirty-fix caff pieces and 
mureftrers. But when they knew our captain, fo many of them had been his foldiers, 
and they but lately run from Tunis, where they had ftolcn this fhip, wanted victuals, 
and in combultion amongft themfelves, would have yielded all to his protection, or 
wafted us any whither; but thofe mutinies occafioned us to reject their offer, which 
afterwards we all repented ; /or at Fuiall we met two French pirates, the one of two 
hundred tons, the other thirty : no difgrace would caufe our mutineers fight, till the 
captain offered to blow up the fhip rather than yield, till he had fpent all his powder : 
fo that together by the ears we went, and at lad got clear of them for all their fhot. 
At Flowers we were again chafed with four French men of war, the admiral one hun¬ 
dred and forty tons, and ninety men well armed ; the reft good fhips, and as well 
provided: much parly we had, but vowing they were Rochelers, and had a commiffion 
from the King only to fecure true men, and take Portuguefe, Spaniards, and pirates, 
and as they requefted, our captain went to fhew his commiffion, which was under the 
broad feal, but neither it nor their vows they fo much refpeCted, but they kept him, 
rifted our fhip, manned her with Frenchmen, and difperled us amongft their fleet 
within five or fix days they were increafed to eight or nine fail. At laft they furren- 
dered us our fhip, and moft of our provifions, the defe&s they promifed the next day 
to fixpply, and did. Notwithftanding, there was no way but our mutineers would 
for England, though we .were as near New England, till the major part refolved with 
our captain to proceed. But the admiral fending his boat for our captain, they efpying 
a.fail, prefently gave chace, whereby our mutineers finding an opportunity in the 
night ran away, and thus left our captain in his cap, breeches, and waiftcoat, alone 
among the Frenchmen : his clothes, arms, and what he had, our mutineers fhared 
among them, and with a falfe excufe, feigning for fear left he fhould turn man of 
war, they returned for Plymouth: fifteen of us being landmen, not knowing what 
they did. Daniel Cage, Edward Stalings, Walter Chifel, David Cooper, Robert 
Hiller, and John Partridge, upon oath affirms this for truth before the vice-admiral. 

go 2 Now 
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Now the whythe French detained me again* w» thefufpicie* this Chambers 

ana Mintergave them, that I would revenge myfelf lipon the Bank, or in Newfound* 
lapd, of all the French I could there encounter, and how I would have fired the fhip* 
had they not oveiyperfuaded me ; and that if I had but again my arms, I would rather, 
fink by,them, than they fhoukfhave from me but the value of a bifcuit; and many 
other, fuch like tales to catch but opportunity in this manner to leave me, and thus they 
returned to Plymouth, and perforce with the Frenchmen I thus proceeded. Being a 
fleet of,eight or nine fail, we watched for the Weft India fleet, till ill weather feparated 
us from the other eight: itill we fpent our time about the ifles of the Azores, where 
to keep my perplexed thoughts from too ranch meditation of my miferable eftate, I 
writ this difcourfe, thinking to have fentit to you of HisMajefty’s council by f<5me 
fhip or other, for I faw their purpofe was to take all they could. At laft we were chaled 
by one Captain Barra, an Englifh pirate in a ftnall fhip, with fome twelve pieces of 
ordnance, about thirty men, and near all ftarved. They fought by courtefy relief of 
us, who gave them fuch fair promifes, as at laft they betrayed Captain Wolliftonc, his 
Lieutenant, and four or five of his men aboard us, and then provided to take the reft 
perforce. Now my part was to be prifoner in the gun-room, and not to fpeak to any 
of them upon my life ; yet had Barra knowledge what I was. Then Barra perceiving 
well thofe French intents, made ready to fight, and Wolliftone as refolutely regarded 
not their threats, which caufed us demur upon the matter longer fome fixteen hours, 
and then returned them again Captain Wolliftone and all their prifoners, and fome 
vi&uals alfo upon a fmall compofition; but whilft we were bartering thus with .them, 
a carvill before our faces got under the cattle of Gratiofa, from whence they beat us 
with their ordnance. 

The next we took was a fmall Englifhman of Poole from Newfoundland: the great 
cabin at this prcfent was my prifon, from whence I could fee them pillage thefe 
poor men of all that they had, and half their fifh: when he was gone, they fold his 
poor clothes at the main-matt by an outcry, which fcarcc gave each man feven pence a 
piece. 

Not long after we took a Scot freighted from Saint Michael's to Briftow, he had 
better fortune than the other f for having but taken a boat’s loading of fugar, mar- 
melade, fuckets, and fuch like, we deferied four fail, after whom we flood, who furl¬ 
ing dteir main-fails attended us to fight, but our French fpirits were content 
. only'to perceive they were Englifh red croffes. Within a very fmall time after we ' 
chafed four Spanifh fhips that came from the Indict; we fought with them four or five 
hours, tore their fails and fides with many a fhot betwixt wind and weather, yet not 
daring to board them, loft them, for which all thefailors ever after hated the captain as 
a profefled coward. 

A poor carvill of Brazil was the next we chafed ; and after a fmall fight, thirteen 
or fourteen of her men being wounded, which was the better half, we took her 
with three hundred and feventy chefts of fugar, one hundred hides, and thirty thou- 
find rials of right. 

The next was a fhip of Holland, which had loft her confortsin the Streights of Ma¬ 
gellan, going for the South Sea: fhe was put roomy, fhe alfo thefe Frenchmen with fair 
promifes cunningly betrayed to come aboard them to ihew their cammiffion, and fo 
made prize of all: the moil of the Dutchmen we took aboard the admiral, and man¬ 
ned her with Frenchmen, that within tw 9 .Gr three nights after ran away with her for 
France^ the wounded Spaniards we fet on fhore on the ifle of Tercera, the reft we kept 
to falMSe carveL , ■ . 

Within 
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fuEtytOSSi 'i forghocSt we’fought«h«itook herewith one^bttfi^fttjM 
hundred hides, fifty chefts of docfiineaf, fourteen Coffers- of wedges of filver, eig&t . 
thousand rials of eight, and fix coffers of the King of Spaing treafure, befides the goo# 
pillage and rich coffers of many rich pafiengers. : 4 , 

Two months they kept me in this manner to manage their fights' agaioft the Spa# 
niards, and be a prifoher when they took any Englifh. Now, though the captain had oft 
broke his promife, which was to put me on fhore the ifles, or the next fhip he took ; 
yet at the laft he was contented I fhouldgo in the carvel of fugar for France, hitnfelf 
feeming^as refolved to keep the feas; but the next morning we all fet fail for France, 
and that night we were feparated from the admiral and the rich prize by a florin* 
Within two days after we were hailed by two Weft India men j but when they faw us 
waive them for the King of France, they gave us their broadfides, (hot through our 
main maft, and fo left us. Having lived now this fummer amongft thofe French men 
of war, with much ado we arrived at theGulion, not far from Rochelle: where, inftead 
of the great promifes thdV always fed me with, of double fatisfa&ion and full content,, 
and ten thoufand crowns was generally concluded I fhould have, they kept me five or 
fix days prifoner in the can’d, accufing me to be he that burnt their colony in New 
France; to force me to give, them a difeharge before the judge of the admiralty, and 
(land to their conrtefies for fatisfa&ion, or lie in prifon, or a worfe mifehief: indeed 
this was in the time of combuftion, that the Prince of Conde was with his army in the 
field, and#, every poor lord, or men in authority, as little kings of themfelyes : for 
this injury was done me by them that fet out this voyage, (not by the failors) for they 
were cheated of all as well as I, by a few officers aboard, and the owners on fhore. 

But to prevent this choice, in the end of fuch a ftorm that beat them all under 
hatches, I watched my opportunity to get afhore in their boat, whereunto, in the dark 
night, I fecretly got, and with a Half-pike that lay by me put adrift for Rat Ifle ; but 
the current was fo ftrong, and the foa fo great, I went adrift to fea, till it pieafed God 
the wind fo turned with the tide, that although I was all this fearful night of gufts and 
rain in the fea, the fpace of twelve hours, when many fhips were driven afhore, and 
divers fplit (and being with fculling and baling the water tired, I expe&ed each minute 
would fink me): at laft I arrived in any oozy ifle by Charowne, where certain fowlers- 
found me near drowned and half-dead with water, cold, and hunger. My boat I 


pawned to find means to get to -Rochelle^ where I underftood our man of war and the 
rich prize, wherein was tne capture called Monfieur Poyrune, and the thirty thoufand 
rials of eight we took in the carvel, was fplit, the captain drowned and half his com¬ 
pany the fame night, within fix or feven leagues of that place, from whence I efcaped 
in tne little boat, by the mercy of God, far beyond all men's reafon or my expedta-. 
tion arriving at Rochelle. Upon my complaint to the judge of the admiralty, I found 
many good words and fair promifes, and ere long many of them that efcaped drown¬ 
ing told me the news they heard pf my own death. Thefe f arrefting, their fevera! 
examinations did fo confirm my complaint, it was held proof fufficient. All which 
being performed according to their order of jiiflice, from under the judge's hand, I 
prefented it to Sir Thomas Edmonds, then ambaflador at Bourdeaux, where it was my 
chance to fee the arrival of the King’s great marriage brought from Spain. 

Here ft was my good fortune to meet my old fnend Mr. Crampton, that no left 
grieved at my lots, than willingly to his power did fbpply my warns j and I inuft con¬ 
fer* I was more beholden to the Frenchmen that efcatted drowning in the man of war. 
Madam Chanoyea at Rochelle, and the lawyers of Bourdeaux, than all the reft of 

my 
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tny countrymen I jfeeHn Fiance. Of the wreck of the rich prize, Tome three thou, 
land fix hundred crowns worth of goods came'kihbte,: and vitas fared with the carrel* 
which I did my beft to arreft: the Judge proraifed T would have juftice; what Will fie 
the conclufion as yet 1 know not. But under the colour to take pirates and the Weft 
Indiamen (becaufe the Spaniards will not fuffer the French to trade uTthe Weft Indies), 
.aniy goods from thence, though they take them upon the coaft of Spain, are lawful 
prize, or from any of his territories out of the limits of Europe; and as they be¬ 
trayed me, though I had the broad feal, fo did they rob and pillage twenty fail of Eng- 
liftmen more, befides them I know not of the fame year. 

Leaving thus my bufmefs in France, I returned to Plymouth, to find them who had 
thus buried me amongft the French; and not only buried me, but with fo much 
infamy.as fuch treacherous cowards could fuggeft to excufe their villaniesf r The 
chieftains of this mutiny that I could find, I laid by the heels, the reft like themfelves 
confeffed the truth, as you have heard. Now how I have or could prevent thefe acci¬ 
dents, having no more means, I reft at your cenfures ; but to proceed to the matter, 
yet muft I figh and fay, how oft hath fortune in the world (think I) brought flavery, 
freedom, and turned all diverfely. Newfoundland, 1 have heard at the firft, was held 
as defperate a lifting as this I proje£t for New England, Plaeentia, and the banks near 
alfo, as doubtful to the French ; but for all the difalters happened me, the bufinefs is 
the fame it was, and the five ftips went from London, whereof one was reported more 
than three hundred tons, found filh fo much, that neither lceland*man nor Newfound- 
land-man I could hear of hath been there, will go any more to either place. If they 
may go thither. So that upon the good return of my vice-admiral, this year are gone 
four pr five fail from Plymouth, and from London as many, only to make voyages of 
profit j whereas if all 'the Englilh had been there till my return, put all their returns 
together, they would fcarce make one a favour of near a dozen I could nominate, ex¬ 
cept one fentbySir Francis Popham; though there be filh fufficient, as I am perfuaded, 
to freight yearly four of five hundred fail, or as many as will go. For this fifhing 
ftretcheth along the fea-coaft from Cape James to Newfoundland, which is feven or 
eight hundred miles at the leaft, and hath his courfe in the deeps, and by the ftore, 
all the year long, keeping their haunts and feedings as the beafts of the air. But all 
men are not fuch as they ftould be, that have undertaken thofe voyages. All the 
Romans were not Scipios, nor Carthagenians, Hannibals; nor all the Genoefe, Co- 
lumbufes, nor all the Spaniards, Courtefes : had they dived no deeper in the fecrips 
of their difeoveries than we, or ftopped at firth doubts and poor accidental chances, 
they had never been remembered as they are, yet had they no fuch certainties to 
begin as we. 

But to conclude: Adam and Eve did firft begin this innocent work to plant the 
earth to remain to pofterity, but not without labour, trouble, and induftry. Noah and 
his family began again the' fecond plantation, and their feed, as it dill increafed, hath 
Hill planted new countries, and one country another, and fo the world to that eftate 
it is; but not without much hazard, travail, mortalities, difeontents, and many difaf- 
:ers. Had thofe worthy fathers, and their memorable offspring, not been more diligent 
for us now in thefe ages, than we are to plant that yet is unplanted for the after-livers: 
had the feed of Abraham, our Saviour Chrift and his apoftles, expofed themfelves to 
no more dangers to teach the gofpel than we, even we ourfelves had at this prefent 
time been as favage and a$ miferable as the moft barbarous favage yet uncivilized. 
The Hebrews and Lacedemonians, the Goths, the Grecians, the Romans, and the 
reft, what was it they would not undertake to enlarge their territories, enrich their 

# 8 fubje&s, 
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fttbje£b, refiR.t$«&, epmies ? Thofe that were the founders of thofe great monar¬ 
chies and .were iio ^y^d idle, golden pharifees, but indyirio^^^ 

fteeled publican?. They regarded more provifions and neceflaries for ■ theSr'|s4i%fc s 
than ja^ 6 ? 8 * riches, eale, or delight for themfelves; riches were their fervants, a«t 
their mafters. They ruled (as fathers, not as tyrants) their people as children, not as 
fiaves; there was no difailer could difcourage them; and let none think they incurred 
not with alf manner of incumbrances. And what hath ever been the work of the 
greateft princes of the earth but planting of countries, and civilizing barbarous 
and inhuman nations to civility and humanity, whofe eternal actions fill our hif- 
tones. 

Laftty, the Portugueze and Spaniards, whofe ever-living a&ions before our eyes will 
teftii 5 / with them our idlenefs and ingratitude to all pofterities, and the neglect of our 
duties in our piety and religion. We owe our God, our King, and country, and want 
of charity to thofe poor favages, whofe country we challenge, ufe, and pofiefs j except 
we be but made to ufe, and mar what our forefathers made, or but only tell what 
they, did, or eftcciri ou^felves too good to take the like pains. Was it virtue in them 
to provide that maintain us, and bafenefs in us to do the like for others ? Surely, no. 
Then feeing we are not bora for ourfelves, but each to help other, and our ablities 
are much alike at the hour of our birth, and the minute of our death: feeing our 
good deeds or our bad by«faith in Chrift’s merits, is all we have to carry our fouls 
to heaven or hell. Seeing honour is our life’s ambition, and our ambition after death 
to have an honourable memory of our life; and feeing by no means we would be 
abated of the dignity and glories of our predecelTors, let us imitate their virtues to be 
worthily their fucceflbrs. To conclude with Lucretius, 

Its want of rcafun, or its rcafon’s want 

Which doubts the mind and judgment, fo doth daunt 

Thai thofe beginnings makes men not to grant. 

John Smith writ this with his own hand. 


Here followeth a brief Difcourfc of the Trials of New England, with certain Obferva- 
tiom of the Hollanders' Ufe and Gain by fjhing , and the prefent State of that happy 
Plantation , begun by fixty weak Men, in the Tear of our Lord 1620; and hem to build 
$03 Elect of good Ships to make a little Navy Royal, by the former Author. 

HE faith that it is more than four-alid-forty years ago, and it is more than forty 
years ago fince he writ it,'that the herring bulfes out of the Low Countries, under the 
K'ng of Spain, were five hundred, befides one hundred Frenchmen, and three or four 
hundred fail of Flemings. The coaft of Wales and Lancashire was ufed by three hun¬ 
dred fail of ftrangers. Ireland at Baltamore freighted yearly three hundred fail of 
Spaniards, where King Edward the Sixth intended to have made a ftrong caftle, becaufe 
of the flraight to have tribute for fifliing. Black Rock was yearly filhed by three or 
four hundred fail of Spaniards, Portuguefe, and Biikaners. 

The Hollanders raife yearly by herring, cod, and ling, thirty thoufand pounds: 
Englilh and French, by lalt-filh, poor-john, falmons, and pilchards, three hundred 
thoufand pounds: Hamburgh and the Sound, for fturgeon, lobfters, and. eels, one 
hundred thoufand pounds: Cape Blank, for tunny ana mullet, by the Bifkaners and 
Spaniards, thirty thoufand pounds. 

That the Duke of Medina receiveth yearly tribute of the filhers, for tunny, mul¬ 
let, and porgos, more than ten thoufand pounds. Lubeck hath feven hundred {hips. 

Hamburgh. 



233 smith’s HEW ENGLAND. 

Hamburgh fix hundred. Embden, lately a fifldhg town, one tjjpuland tour hundred, 
whofe tiffibins fe^l&ung hath made them fo v 

land, not much greatef than Ybrkfliire, hath thirty waited towns, four hundredviliage#, 
and twenty thoufand fail of (hips and hoys; three thouiand fix hundred are filherapen. 
Whereof one hundred are doggers, feven hundred pinks and well-boafs, feven hundred 
fraUd-boats, britters, and tode-boats, with thirteen hundred bufles, befides three hun¬ 
dred that yearly fi(h about Yarmouth, where the fell their fifli for gold : and fifteen 
years ago they had more than an hundred and fixteen thoufand feafaring men. 

Thefe fi(hing-(hips do take yearly two hundred thoufand lafts of filh, twelve barrels 
to a laft, which amounts to three hundred thoufand pounds by the fifhermenV price, 
that fourteen years ago did pay for their tenths three hundred thoufand pounds* which 
venting in Pumerland, Spruftia, Denmark, Lefeland, Ruffia, Swethland, Germany, 
Netherlands, England, or elfewhere, &c. makes their returns in a year about three- 
fcore and ten hundred thoufand pounds, which is feven millions; and yet in Holland 
there is neither matter to build (hips, nor merchandize to fet them forth, yet by their 
induftry they as much increafe as other nations decay; but leaving thefe uncertainties 
as they are, of this I am certain: 

That the coaft of England, Scotland, and Ireland, the North Sea, with Ifland and the 
Sound, Newfoundland and Cape Blank, do ferve all Europe, as well the land towns as 
ports, and all the Chriftian lhipping, with thefe forts of ftapie fi(h, which is tranfported 
from whence it is taken many thoufand miles, viz. herring, falt-filh, poor-john, (lurgeon, 
mullet, tunny, porgos, caviare, buttargo. 

Now feeing all thefe forts of fi(h, or the moft part of them, may be had In a land 
more fertile, temperate, and plentiful of all neceffarics, for the building of (hips, boats, 
and houfes, and the nourifhment of man, the fcafons are fo proper, and the fiihings fo 
near the habitations we may there make, that New England hath much advantage of 
the moft of thofe parts, to lerve all Europe far cheaper than they can, who at home 
have neither wood, fait, nor food, but at great rates; at fea nothing but what they carry 
in their (hips an hundred or two hundred leagues from the habitation. But New 
England's fiihings is near land, where is help of wood, water, fruits, fowls, corn, or 
other refrelhings needful, and the Terceras, Madeiras, Canaries, Spain, Portugal, Pro- 
vaves. Savoy, Sicily, and all Italy, as convenient markets for our ,dry fi(h, green lift, 
fftirgeon, mullet, caviare, and buttargo, as Norway, Swethland, Lithuania, or Germany^ 
for their herring, which is here alfo in abundance for taking ; . they returning b|p 
wood, pitch, tar, foap-a{hes, cordage, flax, wax* and fuch like commodities; we wines, 
oils, fugars, filks, and fuch merchandizes as the Straits afford, whereby our profit 
may equalize theirs, befides the increafe of (hipping and mariners; and for proof 
hereof. 

In the year of our Lord 1614, you have read how I went from London; alfo the 
next year 1615, how four good (hips went to London, and 1 with two more from 
Plymouth,, with all our accidents, fucceffcs, and returns: in the year 1616, ere 1 re¬ 
turned from France, the Londoners, for all their Iofs by the Turks, fent four foipg 
more; four more alfo went from Plymouth; after I returned from France, I was 
perfuaded again to go to Plymouth with divers of my friends, with one hundred 
pounds for our adventures, befides our charges, but we found all things as untoward 
as before, and all their great promifes nothing hut air: yet to prepare the voyage againfl: 
the next year, having acquainted a great part of the ncfeility with it, and aihamed to lee 
die Prince His Highnefs, till I had done fonaewhat worthy his princely view, I fpent 
that fummer m vtfidng die pities and tjpwqj) Briftol, Exeter, fiaptoftaplie, Bodmin, 
■V' ' ' ' " r 5 . .'.Penn, 
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6 , jiving tHetn books and maps, ffiewmg ho#' 
ihadmade their voyages, and fornein lefsaftd 
•what good fuccefs; by which idritation they feemed fo well contented, as they , 
mifed twenty fail of fhips fhould go with me next yew, and in regard of my pa 
charge, and former Ioffes, the weftem commiffioners, in behalf of fhemfelves and dtp 
reft of the company, and them hereafter that fhall be joined to them ? contra&ed with 
me by articles indented under our hands, to be admiral of that country during my ' 
life, and in the renewing of their letters patent fo to be nominated. Half the fruits of 
our endeavours to be theirs, the reft our own; bang thus engaged, now the bufinefs 
is made plain and likely to profper, fome of them would not only forget me and their 
promifes, but alfo obfcure me, as if I had never been acquainted in the bufinefs, but 
I am not the firft they have deceived. - 

There were four good (hips prepared at Plymouth, but by reafon of their difagree- 
ment, the feafon fo wafted, as only two went forward, the one being of two hundred 
tons, returned well freighted to Plymouth, and her men in health, within five months : 
the other of fourfcore tons went for Bilbow with dry fifh, and made a good return. In 
this voyage Edward Rowcroft alias Stallings, a valiant foldier, that had beau with me 
in Virginia, and was with me alfo when I was betrayed by the French, was fent again 
in thofe fhips, and having'fome wrong offered him there by a Frenchman, he took 
him, and as he writ to me, went with him to Virginia with fifh, to trade with them for 
fuch commodities as they might fpare: he had not paft ten or twelve men, and knew 
both th 5 fe countries well; yet he promifed me the next fpring to meet me in New 
England, but the fhip and he both perifhed in Virginia. 

This year again divers fhips intending to go from Plymouth, fo difagreed, there 
went but one of two hundred tons, ^ho ftaid in the country about fix weeks, which 
with eight-and-thirty men and boys had her freight, which fhe fold at the firft penny 
for two thoufand one hundred, befides the furs, fo that every poor failor that 
had but a fingle fhare bad his charges and fixteen pounds ten {hillings for his [even 
months* work. Mr. Thomas Dirmire, an underftanding and induftrious gentleman, 
that was alfo with me amongft the Frenchmen, having lived about a year in Newfound¬ 
land, returning to Plymouth, went for New England in this fhip, fo much approved 
cf this country, that he ftaid there with five or fix men in a little boat; finding two 
1 * 1 ’ three Frenchmen amongft the favages who had loft their fhip, augmented his com¬ 
pany, with whom he ranged the coaft’to Virginia, where having been a year, in his 
back return to Virginia, he was fo wounded by the favages, he died upon it. Let not 
men attribute thefe their great adventures and untimely deaths to unfortunatenefs, but 
rather wonder how God did fo long preferve them with fo fmall means to do fo much, 
leaving the fruits’of their labours to be an encouragement to thofe our poor under¬ 
takings and as warnings for us not to undertake fuch great works with fuch fmall 
means, and this for advantage as they writ unto me, that God had laid this country 
open for us, and fiain the molt part of the inhabitants by civil wars and a mortal dif- 
eafe; for where I had feen one hundred or two hundred favages, there is fcarce ten to 
be found, and yet not any one of them touched with any ficknefe but one poor French¬ 
man that died: 

They fay this plague upon them thus fore tell. 

It wae bfecaufe they pleated not TantumwelL 

the Weft-country, to make trial this year orily to fifh, are gone fix or feven 
of"wliicli lam certainly informed made/o good 4 Voyage, that every lafior 
-miu. " 
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thanin*wenty months he fhould have gotten, ha 3 wag^imy K >. 

akhobghthefe former fhips have hot made fuch goodtrdyagesas they expected, 
i^Pif unMful men, that had not experienced diligence to fave thattfwy 

tobk, ribr take that there was, which now patience and practice hath brought-to a 
rrirfonablekind of perfefHon; in defpight of all detractors and calumniations the 
<Snrotry yet hath fatisfied all, the defect hath been in their ufing and abufing it, not 
in Melf nor mebat, , 

A due dcfert, for fortune makes provifion 
For knaves and fools, and men of bafe condition. 


Now all thefe proofs and this relation I now called New England’s trial. I caufed 
two or three thoufand of them to be printed ; one thoufand* with a great many maps 
both of Virginia and New England, I prefented to thirty of the chief companies in 
London at their halls, defiring either generally or particularly (them that would) to 
embrace it, and by the ufe of a ftock of five thoufand pounds; to eafe them of the 
fuperfluity of the moll of their companies that had but ilrengih and health to labour ; 
near a year‘1 fpent to underhand their refolutions, which was to rie a greater toil and 
torment than to have been in New England about my bufmefs, but with bread and 
water, and what I could get there by my labour; but, in conclufion, feeing nothing 
would be effected, I was contented as well with this lofs of time and charge as all 
the reft. 


A Plantation in New England. 

UPON thefe inducements fome few well-difpofed gentlemen and merchants of Lon* 
don and other places, provided two fhips, the one of ar hundred and threefcore tons, the 
other of threefcore and ten. They left the coaft of England the 2 2d of Auguft, with 
about a hundred and twenty perfons ; but the next day the leffer fliip fprung a leak, 
that forced their return to Plymouth, where difeharging her and twenty paffengers, 
with the greater fliip and one hundred paffengers, befides failors, they fet fail again 
£e 6th of September; and the 9th of November fell with Cape James; but being pef* 
tered nine weeks in this leaking unwholeforae (hip, lying *wet in their cabins, moftofc 
them grew very weak and weary of the fea; then, for want of experience, ranging tvll 
and again fix weeks before they found a place they liked to dwell on, forced to lie on 
the bare ground without coverture, forty of them died, and threefcore were left in 
very weak ftate at the fhip’s coming away about the 5th of April following, and 
arrived in England the 6th of May. Though the harbour be good, the fhore is fo 
fhallow, they were forced to wade a great way up to the knees in waiter, and ufed that 
that did them much hurt; and little fifli they found but whales, and a great,kind of 
itfufcle, fo fat that few did eat of them that were not fick. Thefe miferies occafioned 
fome difeord, and gave feme appearance of fa&ion; but all was fb reconciled, that 
they united themfelves by common confent under their hands, to a kind of combina¬ 
tion of a body politic, by virtue whereof to enaCt and conftitute laws and ordi¬ 
nances, and officers from time to time, as fhould be thought raoft convenient for their 
•'general good. • , • . 

; Sixteen or feventeen days they could do little for wlnt of their fballop, whic&wws 
yet Captain Miles Stanffifli, unto whom was joined in council Wiliam 
Bradfori Stephen Hopkins, and Edward Hilly, want well armed a&ore* and bythat 
■’ v : *'s • •••>• . -..time 




Mcred** »nr tH<^AD0. 


tfiemhyi 
whichwelay that night 


or fix 

tfes j then -thenight approaching, we mai 
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of w#ir» where we refrefhed ourfelves j then we went afhore and made a fire, that 
at thewip might perceive where we were, and fo marched to a place where wefuppofed 
Was a river; % the way we faw many vines* fafiafras, haunts of deer* and fowl, and fome 
fifty acres of plain ground had been planted by the Indians, where were fome of thrift 
graves; from thence we followed a path that brought us through three or four fields 
that had been planted that year; in one grave we digged we fo.und a bafket or two of 
Indiah com; fo much as we could carry we took with us, the reft we buried as we 
found it, and fo proceeded to the place we intended, but we found it not fuch ahar— 
bour as we expe&ed; and fo we returned, till the night caufed us to take up our 
lodging under a tree, where it rained fix or feven hours. The next morning as .we 
wandered, we paffed by a tree, where a young fprig was bowed down over a bough, 
and fome acorns ftrewed under it, which was one of their gins to catch a deer, andas 
we were looking at it, Bradford was fuddenly caught by the leg in a noofed rope, 
made as artificially as ours; as we pafled, we faw a leafh of bucks, fprung fome par¬ 
tridges, and great flocks of wild geefe and ducks, and fo we returned well wearied to 
our (hip. % 

Mr. Jones, our mafter, with four-and-thirty men, alfo went up and down in the froft 
and fng,w, two or three days in the extremity of the cold, but could find no harbour; 

* only among the old graves we got fome ten bufhels of corn, fome beans, and a bottle 
of oil; and had we not thus happily found it, we had had no corn for feed, fo that 
place we ever called Corn-Hill. The next day Mr. Jones, with the corn and our 
weafceft men, returned to the (hip; but eighteen of us quartered there that night, and 
in the morning following the paths, we found in the fnow, in a field, a greater hill, 
or grave, than the reft; digging it, we found firft a mat, under that a board three 
-quarters long, painted and carved, with three tins at the top like a coronet; between 
the mats alfo were bowls, trays, and dilhes, and fuch trafli; at length we founds a 
fair new mat, and under, that two bundles, the one bigger, the other lefs; in the 
greater we found a great quantity of fine red powder, like a kind of embalmment, and 
delded a ftrong but no oflenfive fniell, with the bones and fkull of a man that-had fine 
ellow hair ftill on it, and fome of the flefh unconfumed, a knife, a pack-needle, and two 
>r three old iron things were bound ifp in a Tailor’s canvas caffock, alfo a pair of cloth 
>reeches; in the lefs bundle we found likevvife of the feme powder, and the bones 
rnd head of a little child; about the legs and other parts of it were bound firings and 
>racelets of white beads; there was alfo a little bow, and fome other odd knacks; the 
>rettieft we took, and covered again the corps as they were. Not far from thence 
vere two of their houfes, where were a great deal of their miferable .houfehold 
tuff, which we left as we found, and fo returned to our boat, and lay aboard that 
light. ■ k 

Many arguments we had to make here our plantation or not; in the interim* Mrs. 
White was brought to bed of a young fon, which was called Perigrine: and« a failor 
fhootingae a whale, his piece flew in pieces flock and all, yet he had no hurt A foofifh 
boy difeharging his father’s piece hard by half a barrel of powder* and many people by 
it$ It pieafed God it cfcaped firing, fo that nohurt was done. „ 

iv'IBttt to make s more certain difcovery where to feat ourfelves, Captain Standifb, Mr. 
Carver, William Branford, Edward Winfloe, John Ipy* Edward Tilly, with diver# 
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eight or ten favageSTal 

'brMa»^e%iD(i?e.ca^ : tipltydlii ., . , 

■water,; tfcerilfort called it Grampus Bay. Ships aiay'ride well in ft, but all tbgfhore 
is very fl^eSsr Sifts of farid: at laft feven or eight of u* went srfhore, mSny fi«l wie 
fit# wjfcre‘the %?ages had inhabited, and a burial place incompafled with apaliztSo,fo 
we returned to our ihallop; in the night we heard a hideous cry and howling of wolveis 
and foxes: in the morning as we were ready to go into our Ihallop, one of our men 
being in the woods, came running crying, Indians, Indians; and with all their arrows 
flying amongft us, fome of our men being in the boat, and their arms alhore, fo well it 
chanced. Captain Standilh with two oi; three more difeharged their pieces till the reft 
were ready j one favage more ftout than the reft kept under a tree, till he had 
fhot three or four, arrows, and endured three or four mulket {hot; but at laft they 
ttlt fled: this was about break of day in the morning when they faw us, and we not 
them. 

Having the wind fair, we failed along the coaft eight or ten leagues, thinking to have 
girt to a harbour where one of our company had been, within right leagues of Cape 
Cod, for neither creek nor harbour in this bay we could find; and the wind fo in- 
creafed, our rudder broke, and our maft flew overboard, that ( we were in danger to be 
caft away; but at laft it pleafed God we were in an harbour we knew not, thinking it 
One we were acquainted with; this we found to be an iile where we rode that night, 
and having well viewed the land about it, and founded the bay to be a good ..harbour 
for our (hip, compared with good land, and in it two fair illes, where there is in their ‘ 
feafons innumerable (lore of all forts of filh and fowl, good water, much plain land, 
which hath been planted; with this news we returned to our fhip, and with the next 
fair Wind brought her thither, being but within the fight of Cape Cod; in the mean 
time Goodwife Alderton was delivered of a fon, but ‘dead bom. Upon the 28th of 
December, fo many as could went to work upon the hill, where we purpofed to build 
our platform for our ordnance, which doth command all the plain and the bay, and 
from whence we may fee far into the fea, and be eafily impaled; fo in the afternoon we 
went to meafure out thegrounds, anddivided our company into nineteenfamilies,allotting 
j|jl IVery perfon half a pole in breadth and three in length, and fo we caft lots where 
every man ihould lie, which we ftaked out, thinking this proportion enough at the firft* 
to impale for lodgings and gardens. 

Francis Billington, from the top of a tree, feeing a great water fome three miles from 
us in the land, went with the mailer's mate, and found it two great lakes of freih 
water, the bigger five or fix miles in circuit, and an ifle in it of a cable’s length fquare; 
the other three miles in compafs, full of filh and fowl, and two brooks ifiuing from it, 
which will be an excellent help in time for us, where they faw feven or eight Indian 
houfes, but no people. Four bring lent a mile or two from our plantation, two of them 
ftraggling into the woods was loft, for coming to a lake of water they found a great 
deer; having a maftiff bitch and a fpaniel with them, they followed fo far they could not 
find the way back; that afternoon it rained, and did freeze and fnow at night: their 
apparel was very* thin, and had no Weapons but two* fickles, nor any victuals, nor 
could they find any of the lavages habitations; when the night came they were much 
^yfrifjdexed that they had no other bed than the earth; nor coverture than the Ikies, but 
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Eons or«h«,ts*y y*e#% tb* ap it chanced came 90c mgh them, fo they W(e ^0 |be 
«ree that **treme cold sight* and in the naming travelling again, paffingc^^h^y 
brooka and woods, Mid stone place where the lavages had burnt four or five iff Ip 
in length, which is a fine champaign country, in the afternoon they difcovered the t*$> 
ifies in their bay, and fo that night nearfiunifhed they got to tbeifyplantation, feotn 
whence they had fern out men every way to feek them; that night tne houfe they had 
built and thatched, where lay their arms, bedding, powder, &c. took fire and w$s 
burnt. The coaft is fo fhoat the fhip rides more than a mile from the fort, but God be 
thanked no man was hurt though much was burnt. 

Atl this time we could not have conference with a favage, though we had many tunes 
feeu them and had many alarms, fo that we drew a council, and appointed Captain 
Standifh to have the command of all martial actions, but even in the time of confulta* 
don the favages gave an alarm: the next day alfo as we were agreeing upon his orders, 
came a tall favage boldly amongft us, not fearing any thing, and. kindly bid us welcome 
in Englilh j he wasa*Sagamo, towards the north, where the (hips ufe to fiih, and did 
know the names of mod of the mailers that ufed thither: fuch vi&uals as we had wc 
gave him, being the firft favage we yet could fpeak with, he told us this place where 
we were was called Patuxet, and that all the people three or four years ago there died 
on the plague : in a day br two we could not be rid of him, then he returned to the 
Maflafoyts from whence he came, where is fome fixty people, but theNawfits are ope 
hundred Itrong, which were they encountered our people at the firft. Two days after 
* this Samofet, for fo was his name, came again, and brought five or fix of the Mafia* 
foyts with him, with certain ikins, and certain tools they had got that we had left in the 
woods at their alarms : much friendfhip they promifed, and fo departed, but Samofet 
would not leave us, but feigned himfelf fick, yet at laft he went to entreat the favages 
come again to confirm a peace: now the third time, as we were confulting of oUr 
martial orders, two favages appeared, but when we went to them they vanifhed : not 
long after came Samofet and Squanto, a native of Patuxet, where we dwell, and one 
of them carried into Spain by Hunt, thence brought into England, where a good tupe 
he lived; and now here fignified unto us, their great Sachem of Mafiafoyt, with 
Quadaquina bis bi other, and all their men, was there by to fee us: not willing to fend 
^our governor, we fent Edward Wolliflo with prefents to them both, to know their 
jpminds, making him to underiland by his interpreters, how King James did felute him, 
and was his friend ; after a little conference with twenty of his men, he came over the 
brook to our plantation, where we fet him upon a rug, and then brought our governor 
to him with drums and trumpets; where after fome circumftances, for they ufe few 
compliments, wc treated of peace with them to this effed. 

That neither be nor any of his fhould injure or do hurt to any of us ; if they did, 
he fhould fend us the offender, that we might punifh him, and we would do the like 
to him: if any did unjuftly war againft lum, we would aid him, as he fhould us 
againft our enemies, and to fend to his neighbour confederates to certify them of this, 
that they might likewife be comprifed in thefe conditions, that when any of them came 
to ua, they fhould leave their bow and arrows behind them, as we would our,pieces 
when we came to them, all which the King feeqaed to like well of, and was applauded 
of his followers. In his perfon he is a very fully man, is his belt years, as able body, 
grave of countenance, and {pare of fpeech; in his attire little differing from the reft : 
<nftorall was done, the governor conducted him to the brook, hut kept ourhaftage 
. . . j nil 
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httpeople would have ftaid with us f hut vi^hald not permfcfiwtm, Only 
SamofetandSquantowe entertained kindly j as yet we have found they intend to keep 
prdtnife»for they have not hurt our men they have found {haggling in the woods, 
and( awe afraid af- their powerful adverfaries the Narrohigganfets, againft whom he 
trapes to make me of our help. The next day Squanto went a fifiling for eels, and in 
an hour he did tread as many out of the oofe with his feet as he could uft with his hand, 
not having any other inftrument. 

But that we might know their habitations fo well as they ours, Stephen Hopkins and 
Edward Winflo had Squantum for their guide and interpreter; to Packanokl, the 
habitation of the King of Maflafoyt, with a red horfeman’s coat for a prefent, to en¬ 
treat him by reafon we had not victuals to entertain them as we would, he would defend 
his people to much from vifitingus; and if he did fend, he fhould always fend with the 
anellenger a copper chain they gave him, that they might know he came from him, and 
alfo give them fome of his com for feed: that night they lodged at Namafcet, fome 
fifteen miles off j by the way we found ten or twelve women and children that ftiil 
would pefter us till we were weary of them, perceiving it is the matter of them, where 
victuals is to be gotten with mod eafe, there they will live; but on that river of Na- 
tnafchot have been many habitations of the favages that are dead, and the land lies 
wafte, and the river abounding with great plenty of fifli, and hath been much frequent¬ 
ed by the French. v 

The next day travelling with fix or feven Indians, where we were to wade over the" 
siver, did dwell only two old men of that nation then living, that thinking us ene¬ 
mies, fought the belt advantage they could to fight with us, with a wonderful lliew of 
courage; but when they knew us their friends they kindly welcomed us. After we 
came to a town of the Mafiafoyts; but at Pakanoki the King was not: towards night 
he arrived, and was very proud both of our meffage and prefents, making a great 
oration to all his people. Was not he Maflafoyt, commander of the country about nim, 
was not fuch a town his, and the people of it, and twenty towns more he named was 
his ? and fliould they not bring their fkins to us ? To which they anfwered, they were 
his and they would, vi&uals they had none, nor any lodging, but a poor plank or 
two, a foot high from the ground, whereon his wife and he lay at the one end, we at*, 
file other, but a thin mat upon them, two more of his chief men preffed by and uponP* 
us, fo that we were worfe weary of our lodging than of our journey. Although there 
is fuch plenty of fifh and fowl and wild beads, yet are they fo lazy they will not take 
pains to catch it till mere hunger eonftrain them, lor in two or, three days we had fcarce 
a meal's meat, whereby we were fo faint, we were glad to be at honie ; befides what 
for the fleas, and their howling and finging in the night in their houfes, and thfe 
mufquitoes without doors, our heads were as light for want of fleep, as our bellies 
empty for want of meat. The next voyage we made was in a fhallop with ten men to 
Nawut, fixteen miles from us, to fetch a boy was loft in the woods we heard was there, 
whom Afpinet their King, had bedecked like afevage, but very kindly he brought him 
to us, ana fo returned well to Fatuyet. ■'* 

Immediately after the arrival of the-lift fliip, they fent another of five-and-fifty tons 
to fupply them ; with feven-and-thirty perfons they fet fail in the beginnmg of July, 
btit being croffed by wefteriy wind?, it was the end of Auguft ere they could patfs Piy- 
tod arrived in New England at New Plymouth, now fo caned, the nth of 
‘ ; November, 
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>verty, ’month they ftaSd ere they'returned,^ 

3 e4 - j 1 «edlkf^raxid wallxmt, with about three hogftieadsjofr 

fkinsthe ijth of December ; and drawing near our coaft was fet on by tcT 
fet out by the Marquis of Cera; governor of Ifle Dieu, where they kept the 
imprifoned the mailer and company, took from them to the value&of five hut 
pounds, and after fourteen days fent them home with a poor fupply of vi&uals, their 
own being devoured by the Marquis and his hungry fervants. 

Now you are to underftand this thirty-feven brought nothing, but relied wholly on 
ns to make us more miferable than before, which the S&chem Couanacus no fooner un- 
derftood, but fent to Tufquantum our interpreter, a bundle of new arrows in a friake’s 
ikin ; Tufquantum being abfent, the mefienger departed; but when we underftood it 
was a direft challenge, we returned the ikin full of powder and (hot, with an abfolute 
defiance, which caufed us finifli our fortification with all expedition. Now betwixt our 
two favages, Tufquantum and Hobbamock, grew fuch great emulation, we had much 
ado to know which bdl to truil. In a journey we undertook, in our way we met a 
favage of Tufquantums, that had cut his face freih bleeding, to aflure us Mafiafoyt, our 
fuppofed friend, had drawn his forces to Packanokick to aflault us. Hobbamock as con* 
fidently allured us it was^felfe, and fent his wife as a fpy to fee; but when ihe perceived 
all was well, ihe told the King Mafiafoyt how Tufquantum had abufed him, divers 
favages alfo he had caufed to believe we would deilroy them, but he would do his bell 
to apggafe us; this he did only to make his countrymen believe what great power he 
had with us to get bribes on both Tides, to make peace or war when he would £ and 
the more to poflefs them with fear, he perfuaded many we had buried the plague in 
our ftore-houfe, which we could fend when we lifted whither we would ; but at laft 
all his knavery being difeovered, Mafiafoyt fent his knife with meffengers for his head 
or him, being his fubjeft ; with* much ado we appeafed the angry King and the reft of 
the favages, and freely forgave Tufquantum, becaufe he fpeaking our language we 
could not well be without him. 


A Journey to the Town of Namafcbct , in defence of the King of Mnffafoyt , agamjliht 
Narrohigganfes, and thefuppfcd Death of Squantum. 

> r '■ ■, 

A GREAT difference there was betwixt the Narrohigganfes and the Mafiafoyts, 
that had always a jealoufy ; Coubatant, one of their petty Sachems, was too converfant 
with the Narrohigganfes: this Coubatant lived much at Namafchet, and much ftormed 
at our. peace with his King and others; alfo at Squantum, and Tokamahamon, and 
Hobbamock our friends, and chief occafioners of our peace, for which he fought to 
murder Hobbamock ; yet Tokamahamon went to him upon a rumour he had taken 
Mafafoyt prifoner,, or forced him from his country, but the other two would not, but 
in private to fee if they could hear what was become of their King ; lodging atNamaf- 
chet they were difeovered to Coubatant, who furprizecj the hoafe and took Squantum, 
faying, if he were dead the Engliih had loft their tongues; Hobbamock feeing that, and 
Coubatant held a knife at his breaft, being a ftrong lufty fellow^rqke from them, and 
came to New Plymouth, full of foripw for Squantum, wha ho thought was gain. 

The next day we fent ten men with him armed, to be revenged of Coubatant, who 
conduced u$ near Namafchet, where werefted and refrcftied owrfelves tilt midnight, and 
then we befet the houfe as we had refolvedjthofe .that entered the houfe demgnded 
fpr , Coubatant ; but the lavages were half deadwithfear we charged themfilet- to 

& ftir* 
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ftir, for we came to hurt none hut Coubatant, for killing 'Squantum ; fos^ of them 
feeking to efcape were wounded: but at iaft perceiving our ends, they told us Couba- 
tant was gone, and all his men, and Squantum was yet living, and in the town; in this 
hurly-burly we difeharged two pieces at random, which much terrified all the inhabi¬ 
tants, except Squantum and Tokamahamon, who, though they knew not the end of our 
coming, yet affured themfelves of our honefty, that we would not hurt them. The 
women and children hung about Hobbamock, calling him, friend; and when they faw 
we would hurt no women, the young youths cried. We are women: to befhort, we kept 
them all, and whilfl we were fearching the houfe for Coubatant, Hobbamock had got to 
the top, and called Squantum and Tokamahamon, which catne unto us accompanied 
with others, fome armed, others naked, thofe that had bows we took them from them, 
promifing them again when it was day: the houfe we took for our quarter that night, 
and difeharged the prifoners, and the next morning went to breakfaft at Squantum’s 
houfe; thither came all them that loved us to welcome us, but all Coubatant’s faction 
was fled: then we made them plainly know the caufe of our coming, and if their King 
Maffafoyt were not well, we would be revenged upon the Narrobigganfets, or any that 
fhould do injury to Hobbamock, Squantum, or any of their friends; as for thofe were 
wounded we were forry for it, and offered our furgeon fhould heal them ; of this offer 
a man and a women accepted, that went home with us, accompanied with Squantum 
and many other known friends, that offered us all the kindnels they could. 

From the weft of England there are gone ten or twelve ihips to fifh, which were all 
well freighted ; thofe that came firft at Bilbow, made feventeen pounds a finglp fliare, 
befides beavers, otters, and martin’s (kins ; but fome of the reft that came to the fame’ 
ports, that were all ready furnilhed, fo glutted the market, that the price was abated ; 
yet all returned fo well contented, that they are preparing to go again. 

There is gone from the Weft Country only to fifh, five-and-thirty {hips, and about 
the laft of April two more from London, the one of'one hundred tons, the other of 
thirty, with fome ftxty paffengers to fupply the plantation. Now though the Turks and 
French have been fomewhat too bufy in taking our (hips, would all theChriftian princes 
be truly at unity, as His Royal Majefty our Sovereign King James defircth, feventy fail 
of good (hips were fuflicient to fire the moil of his coafts in the Levant, and make fuch 
ajjuard in the Straits of Hellefpont, as would make the great Turk hinifelf more afraid 
in Conftantinople; than the fmalleft red-crofs that erodes the feas would be, either of 
any French pickaroon, or the pirates of Algiers. 

t 

An Abjlratt of divers Relations fent from the Colony in New England\ July 1 6, 1622. 

SINCE the maflacre in Virginia, though the Indians continue their wonted friendfhip, 
yet we are more wary of them than before; for their hands hath been imbrued in 
much Englifli blood, only by too much confidence, but not by force, and we have had 
imall fupplies of any tiling but men. Here I muft intreat a little your favour to di- 
grefs, they did not kill the Englifh in Virginia, becaufe they were Chriftians, but for 
their weapons and copper, which were rare novelties; but now they fear we may beat 
them out of their dens, which lions and tigers will not admit but by force. But muft 
this be an argument for an Englifhman, and difeourage any in Virginia or New Eng¬ 
land ? No; for I have tried them both, as you may read at large in the Hiftory of Vir¬ 
ginia: notwithftanding fince 1 came from thence, the honourable company hath been 
humble fuitors to His Majefty, to get vagabonds and condemned men to go thither; 
naj^jfethe bufinefs hath been fo abufed, that fo-rauch fcorned was the name of Vir¬ 
ginia, 
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rinia, fome 414 Ranged ere they, would go*thither, and were: yetfbr all 

tlawpffioffpiW d^raqiqn, aisl. dJfSoorageiaentjl and this lamentable maffacre, rtiate 
is^nore honeft men now fuitprstd go, thanever hath been conftrained knaves.' And 
itjis not unknown to moft men of underftanding, how happy many.of thofe Coluajnera- 
have tboqght themfclves that they might be admitted} and yet pay for their paflagetO- 
go now 40 Virginia, and I fear me there goeth too many of thofe that have fhifted here- 
till they, could no longer; and they will ufe that quality there till they hazard all. 

To range this country of New England in like manner, I had but eight, as is faid, 
and amongft their bruit conditions, I met many of their filly encounters, and I give God ' 
thanks, without any hurt at all to me, or any with me. When your weft-country men 
were fo wounded and tormented with the favages, though they had all the politic * 
directions that had been gathered from all the fecret informations could be heard of* * 
yet they found little, and returned with nothing. > I fpeak not this out of vain-glory, 
as it may be fome gleaners, or fome who were never there may cenfure me} but to i 
let all men be allured by thofe examples, what thofe favages are that thus flrangely do 
murder and betray our. country men: but to the purpofe. 

The Paragon, with thirty-feven men lent to relieve them, mifearried twice upon out 
Englifh coart, w hereby they failed of their fupplies. It is true, there hath been taken 
one thoufand bafes at a draught} and in one night twelve hogiheads of herrings: but 
when they wanted all necetfaries both for fifhing and futtenance, but what they could 
get with their naked induftry, they endured moft extreme wants, having been now 
near two years without any lupply to any purpofe, it is a wonder how they fhould fub- 
^A-iTrBlh lefs fo to refift the favages, fortify thcmfelves, plant fixty acres of corn, 
bcfides their gardens that were well repienifhed with many ufual fruits. But in the 
beginning of July came in two fhips of Mr. Wefton’s, though we much wanted our- 
felvcs, yet we relieved them what we could; and to requite us, they deftroyed our corn 
and fruits then planted, and did what they could to have done the like to us. At laft: 
they were transported to "Wichagufcuffet at the Maffachufets, where they abufed the 
favages wori'e than us. We having neither trade, nor fcarce any thing remaining, God 
font in one Mr. Jones, and a fhip of Wefton’s had been at Monahigan amongftthe fifher- 
men, that for beaver-fkins and fuch merchandize as we had, very well refrefhed us, 
though at dear rates. Wefton left alfo his men, a fmall bark, and much good provi- 
fion, and fo fet fail for England: then we joined with them to trade to the fouthward 
fff Cape Cod, twice or thrice wc were forced to return} firft by the death of their 
governor, then the ficknefs of Captain •Standifn. At laft our governor Mr. Bradford 
undertook it hitnfclf to have found the pafftgc betwixt the fhoals and the main, -then 
Tufquantum our pilot died, fo that we returned to the Maffachufets, where we found 
the trade fpoiled, and nothing hut complaints betwixt the favages and thy* Englifh. At 
Nawfet we were kindly ufed, and had good trade, though we loft our barge, the fa¬ 
vages carefully kept both her wreck and fome ten hogfheads of corn three months, 
and fo we returned, fome by land, fome in the fhip. 

Captain Standifh being recovered, went to fetch them both, and traded at Namaiket 
and Monomcte, where the people had the plague, a place much frequented with 
Dupjh and French. Here the Sachem put a man to death for killing his fellow at 
play, wherein they are fo violent, they will play their coats from their backs, and alfo 
their wives, though many miles frqm them. But our provifion decaying, Standifh is 
fent to Mattachift, where they pretended their wonted love} yet it plainly appeared 
they intended to kill him. Efcaping thence, we went to Monomete, where we found 
nothing but bad countenances. Here one Wittuwamat, a notable villain, would boaft: 
vox. xni. i i how 
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bow many French and EnglUhlte had flam: this champion prefenting a dagr to Ac 
Sachem Canacum he had got from the Englifh, occasioned us to under|b$rid how they 
had contrived to murder all the Englifh in the land, hut having fuch a fair oppor¬ 
tunity, they would begin here with us. Their fcornful ufage made the captain fo 
paflionate to appeaie his anger and choler, their intent made many fair excufes for 
fatisfa&ion: Scar, a lufty favage, always feeming the moft to affcCt us, beflowed on us 
the beft prefents he had without any recompence, faying he was rich enough to beflow 
fuch favours on his friends, yet had undertaken to kill the captain himfelf; but our 
vigilances fo prevented the advantage they expected, we l'afely returned, little fufped- 
ing in him any fuch treachery. 

During this time a Dutch fhip was driven afhore at Maflafowat, whofe King lay very 
fick, now becaufe it is a general cuftom then for all their friends to vifit them, 
Mr. Winflow and Mr. Hamden, with Habamock for their guide, were font with fuch 
cordials as they had to falute him; by the way they fo often heard the King was dead, 
Habbamock would break forth in tliefe words, “ My loving Sachem, my loving Sachem, 
many have I known, bur never any like thee, nor (hall ever fee the like amongft the 
favages; for he was no liar, nor bloody and cruel like other Indians, in anger foon 
reclaimed, he would be ruled by reafon, not fcorning the advice of mean men, and 
governed his men better with a few ftrokes than others with many : truly loving where 
he loved, yea, he feared we had not a faithful friend left amongft all his countrymen, 
fhewing how oft he had reftrained their malicemuch more with nnich pailion he 
fpoke to this purpofe, till at laft we arrived where we found the Dutchmen but newly 
gone, and the houfe fo full we could hardly get in. By their charms they diftempereOt 
us that were well, much more him that was fick, women rubbing him to keep heat 
in him; but their charms ended, underftanding of us, though he had loft his fight, 
his underftanding failed not; but taking Winflow by the hand, faid, Art thou 
Winflow, oh Winflow, 1 fliall never fee thee again! Habamock telling him what 
reftoratives they had brought, he defired to tafte them; with much ado they got a 
little confection of many comfortable conferves into his mouth, as it difiblved he fwal¬ 
lowed it, then diffolving more of it in water, they leraped his tongue, which was all 
furred and fwoln, and wafhed his mouth, and then gave him more of it to eat, and in 
Jus drink, that wrought fuch an alteration in him in two'or three hours, his eyes opened 
to our great contents; with this and fuch broths as they there provided for hitn, it 
pleafed God he recovered : and thus the manner of his ficknefs and cure caufcd no 
fmall admiration amongft them. 

During the time of their ftay to fee his recovery, they had fent to New Plymouth 
for divers good things for him, which he took fo kindly, that he fully revealed all 
the former ca*fpiracies againft us, to which he had oft been moved ; and how *that 
all the people of Powmet, Nawfet, Succdnet, Mattachift, Manamet, Augawam; and 
Capawac, were joined to murder us; therefore as we refpe&ed our lives, kill them of 
Maflachufet that were the authors; for take away the principals and the plot will 
ceafe; thus taking our leaves, and arriving at our fort, we found our brave liberal 
friend of Pamet drawing Siandifli to their ambufeadoes, which being thus difeovered, 
we fent him away, as though he knew nor fufpetled any thing. Them at the Maffa- 
chufets, fome were fo wild they ferved the favages for victuals, the reft fent us word 
the favages were fo infolent they would affault them though againft their commiflion, 
fo fearful they were to break their commiflion, fo much time was fpent in confultatjons, 
they all were familhed, till Waffapinewat again came and told them theday of their 
Execution was at hand. 
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Then tfcey appointed Stantfifli with eight chofen men, under colour of trad# *0 
catch them &tneir own trapatt Maffachufet, and acquaint it with the Englifh in the 
town, where arriving, he found none in the bark, and moft of the reft without arms. 
Or fcaree cloaths, wandering abroad, all fo fenfelefsly lecure, he more than wondered 
they were not all flain; with- much ado he got the moft of them to their town. The 
favages Yufpe&ing their plots difcovered, Pcckfnot, a great man, and of as great a 
fpirit, came to Habamok, who was then amongft them, faying, Teil Standifh we 
know he is come to kill us, but let him begin when he dare. Not long after many 
would come to the fort and whet their knives before him, with' many braving fpeeches. 
One amongft the “reft was by Wittawamat, bragging he had a knife that on the handle 
had the picture of a woman’s face; but at home I have one hath killed both French and 
F.nglilh, and that hath a man’s face on it, and by-and-by thcfe two mud marry ; but 
this here by arid-by fhall fee, and by-and-by cat, but not fpeak; alfo Peckfnot being 
of a greater ftature than the captain, told him, though he were a great captain he was 
but a little man, and I, though, no Sachem, yet I am of groat ftrength and courage. 
Thefe things Standifli bore patiently for the prefent; but the next day feeing he could 
not get many of them together, but thefe two roarers, and two more being in a con¬ 
venient room, and his company about him, Standilh feized on Peckfnot’s knife then 
hanging about his neck, wherewith he flew him, and the reft flew Wittawamat and 
the other favage ; but the youth they took, who being brother to Wittawamat, and as 
villainous as himfclf, was hanged. It is incredible how many wounds they endured, 
at their wcappns without any fear or bruit, till the laft gafp. Habamok 
flood by all this time very filent ; but all ended, he faid, “ Yefterday Peckfnot 
bragged of his ftrength and ftature, but I fee you are big enough to lay him on the 
ground.” 

The town he left to the guard t of Wefton’s people: three favages more were flain; 
upon which rumour they all flea from their houfes. The next day they met with a 
file of favages that let fly their arrows, fliot for fhot, till Habamok (hewed himfelf, 
and then they fled. For all this, a favage boy, to (hew his innocency, came boldly 
unto us, and told us, had the Englilh fugitives but finifhed the three canoes they were 
making, to have taken the (hip, they would have done as much to all the Englifh, 
which was only the caufe they had forborne fo long. But now confuhing and con- 
fidering their eftates, thofe that went in the pinnace to Barty Kies to get pafifage for 
England, the reft to New Plymouth, where they were kindly entertained. The 
Sachem Obtakeeft, and Powas, and divers others were guilty, the three fugitives in 
their fury there flew; but not long after fo diftra&ed were thofe poor fcattered people, 
they left their habitations, living in fwamps, where with cold and infinite difeafes they 
endured much mortality, fuingjor peace, and crying. The God of England is angry 
with them. Thus you lee where God pleafes, as fome flourilh, others perilh. 

Now on all hands they prepare their ground, and about the middle of April, in a 
fair feafon, they begin to plant till the latter end of May; but fo God pleafed, that in 
fix weeks after the latter fetting theirTcarce fell any rain ; fo that the (talk was firft fet, 
began to ear ere it came to half growth, and the laft not like to yield any thing at all. 
Our beans alfo Teemed fo withered, we judged all utterly dead; that ndw all our hopes 
were overthrown, and our joy turned into mourning. And more to our forrow, we 
heard of the twice return of the Paragon, that now the third time was fent us three 
months ago, hut no news of her: only the figns of a wreck we faw on the coaft which 
we judged her. This caufed not every of us to enter into a private confideration 
betwixt God and our confidences, but moft folemnly to humble ourfelves before’the 

m 3 Lord 
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L’u'd by fading and praying, to relieve our deje&qd fpiptsbythe comforts his thirty- 
la the morning when we affembled all together, the (kies were as dep,|£aThe drought 
ns like to continue as ever; yet our exerdfe continued eight or nine* hours. 'Beirore 
our departure, - the (kies were al| over-caft, and on theftext morning diflitiled fuch fdifr, 
fweet, moderate fhowers, continuing fourteen days, mixe&with fuch feafonablo wither, 
as it was hard to fay, whether our withered corn or drooping affe&ions wfire moll 
quietened and revived ; fuch was the bounty and mercy of God. Of this the Indians, 
by the means of Habamok, took notice, who feeing us ufe this exercife in the midft of 
the week, faid; It was But three days fince Sunday, and defired to know the reafon 
which when he underflood, he and all of them admired the goodnefs of God towards 
us, fhewing the difference betwixt their conjurations and our prayers, and what ftorms 
and dangers they oft receive thereby. To exprefs our thankfulnpfs, we affembled 
together another day, as before, and either the next morning, or not long after, came 
iq two fhips to fupply us, and all their paffengers well except one, and he prefently 
recovered. For us, notwithftanding all thefe wants,, there ‘ was not a fick perfon 
amongft us. The greater fhip we returned freighted; the other we font to the 
fouthward, to trade under the command of Captain Altoin. So that God be thanked, 
’ we defire nothing, but what we will return commodities to the value. 

Thus all men find our great God lie, » 

Tnat never wanted nature, 

To teach his truth, that only he, 

Of every thing is author. 

* 

For this year front England is gone about forty fail of fhips, only to fifh ; and as I am 
informed, have made a far better voyage than ever. 

Now fome new great obfervers will have this an ifland, bccaufe I have written it is 
the continent: others report, that the people are lo bruit, they have no religion, where¬ 
in furely they are deceived ; for my part, I never heard of any nation in the world which 
had not a religion, deer, bows and arrows. They believe, as do the Virginians, of many 
divine powers, yet of one above all the reft, as the Southern Virginians call their chief 
god Kewafla, and that we now inhabit Oke; but both their kings Werowancc. The 
Maffachufets call their great god Kiehtan, and their kings thereabouts Sachems: the 
ai’enobfeotes their greateft power Tantum, and their kings Sagomos. Thofe where is 
this plantation, fay Kiehtan made all the other gods: alfo one man and one woman, 
and of them all mankind, but how they became,fo difperfed they know not. They fay, 
at firll there was no king but Kiehtan that dwclleth far vvcfterly above the heavens, 
whither all good men go when they die, and have plenty of all things. The bad men 
go thither allb and knock at the door, but he bids them go wandefr in endlefs want and 
mifery, for they fhall not flay there. They never fawJCiehtan, but they hold it a great 
charge and duty, that one age teach another; and to him they make feafts, and cry 
and ling for plenty and victory, or any thing is good. They have another power they 
call Hobamock, which we conceive the devil; and upon him they call to cure their 
wounds and difeafes: when they are curable, he perfuades them he fent them, becaufe 
they have difpkafed him j but if they be mortal, then he faith, Kiehtan lent them, 
..which makes thfem never call on him in their ficknefs. They fay' this Hobamock ap- 
' pears to them fometimes like a man, a deer, or an eagle, but moil commonly like a 
lhake; not to all, but only to their Powahs to cure difeafes, and Undefefi, whicn is one 
of the chief next the King, and fo bold in the wars, that they think no weapon can kill 
them : a»d thofe are fuch as conjure in Virginia, and caufe the people to do what they 
lift, %,-t ' * 
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. .JfcrjJwjr gdy$rmfirtt:. every Sachem is is not a king, but their great Sachems Kayo 
fivers Sa^iem under their proteCllon, paying them tribute, 4 nd dare make jjo>’#sr$ ‘ 
without his knowledge ; hut every Sachem taketh care for the widows, orphans, the 
aged, and maimed, nor will they take any to firft wife, but them in birth equal to jhem- 
felves, although they have m^iny inferior wives and concubines that attend on th& prin¬ 
cipal j, drom whom he never parteth, but any of the reft when they lift; they inherit *by 
fucceflion, and every one knows their own bounds. To his men, he giveth them, land, 
alfo bounded, and what deer they kill in that circuit, he hath the fore-part; but if in 
the water, only the lkin: but they acccount none a man till hp hath done fome notable , 
exploit: the men are mod employed in hunting, the women in flavery ; the younger 
obey*the elders: their names are variable; they have harlots and honeft women; the 
hariots never m 4 rry, or elfe are widows. They ufe divorcement, and the King com¬ 
monly puailheth all offenders himfelf: when a maid is married, ihe cutteth her hair, 
and keeps her head covered till it be grown again. Their arts, games, mufic, attire, 
burials, and fuch like, differ very little from the Virginians, only for their chronicles 
they make holes in the ground, as the others fet up great ftones. 

Out of the relations of Mr. Edward Winslow. 

Now I know the common queftion is, for all thofe miferies, where is the wealth they 
have got, or the gold orjilver mines ? To fuch greedy unworthy minds I lay 6nce 
again : the fea is better* 1 than the richefl: mine known, and of all the filhing-fhips that 
. went well provided, there is no complaint of lofs nor mifery, but rather an admiration 
’ of wealth, profit, and health. As for the land, were it never fo good, in two years fo 
idw’o? fuch final] experience living without fupplies fo well, and in health, it was an 
extraordinary blefling from God. But that with fuch fmall means they fhould fubfift 
and do fo much, to any underftanding judgment is a wonder. Notwithftanding, the 
vain expectation of prefent gain in fome, ambition in others, that to be great would 
have all elfc flaves, and the careleffnefs in providing fupplies, hath caufed thofe defail- 
ments in thofe plantations, and however fome bad conditions will extol the actions of 
any nation but their own ; yet if we may give credit to the Spaniards, Portuguefe, and 
French writings, they endured as many miferies, and yet not in twenty years effe&ed 
fo much, nay i'carce in forty. 

Thus you may fee plainly the yearly fuccefs from New England by Virginia, which 
hath been fo coftly to this kingdom, and fo dear to me, which either to fee perifh, or 
but bleed : Pardon me, though it paflionaic me beyond the bounds of modefty, to have 
been fufficiently able to forefee their 1 miferies, and had neither power nor means to 
prevent it. By that acquaintance I have with them, I call them my children : for they 
have been my wife, my hawks, hounds, my cards, my dice, and in total, my beft con¬ 
tent, as indifferent to my heart as my left hand to my right. And notwithftanding, all 
thofe miracles of difafters have croffed both them and me, yet were there not an Eng- 
lifhman remaining, as God be thanked, notwithftanding the maffacre, there are fome 
thoufands ; 1 would yet begin again with as fmall means as I did at firft, not that I have 
any fecret encouragement (I proteft) more than lamentable experience; for all their dif- 
coveries 1 have yet heard of, are but pigs of my oWn fow, nor more itrange to me than 
to hear one tell me he hath gone from Billingfgate and difeovered Gravefend, Tilbury, 
Queenborough, Lee, and Margate, which to thofe did never hear of them, though they 
dwell in England, might be made* fome rare fecrets and great countries unknown, ex¬ 
cept fome few relations of Mr. Dirmer. In England fome are held great travellers 
that have feen Venice and Rome, Madrid, Toledo, Seville, Algiers, Prague or Ragoufa, 
Cbnftantinople or Jerufalem,and the pyramids of Egypt; that think it nothing to go to 
, j Summer 
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§pmmer Hies or Virginia, which* is as far as any of them, and I hopejo dme wfR ptfave 
a ihore„profitabie and a more laudable journey j %s for the danger, you fee our ladies 
and gentlemen account it nothing now to go thither; and therefore ^hope all good 
men will better apprehend it, and not fuffer them to languifh in defpair, whom God lb 
wonderfully and oft hath preferred. **■ ^ 

Wjiat here I have writ by relation, if it be not right I humbly entreat your pardon?, 
but I have not fpared any diligence to learn the truth of them that have been aftors, 
or (hirers in thole voyages; in fome particulars they might deceive me, but in the fub* 
■fiance they could not: for few could tell me any thing, except where they filhed. But 
feeing all thofe have lived there, do confirm more than I have writ, 1 doubt not 
but all thofe teftimonies with thefe new-begun examples of plantation, will rnovd both 
city and country freely to adventure with me more than promifes. 

But becaufe fome fortune-tellers fay, I am unfortunate ; had they fpenutheir time 
as I have done, they would rather believe in God than their calculations, and perad- 
^veature have given as bad an account of their adtions ; and therefore t entreat leave 
to anfwer thofe objectors, that think it ftrange, if this be true, 4 have made no more 
ufe of it, reft fo long without employment, nor have no more reward nor preferment; 
to which I fay ; 

I think it more ftrange they (hould tax me, before they have tried as much as I have, 
both by land and fea, as well in Afia and Africa, as Europe* and America, where my 
commanders were aitors or fpe£lators, they always fo freely rewarded me, 1 never 
needed be importunate, or could I ever learn to beg: what there I got, 1 have fpent; 
yet in Virginia I ftaid, till I left five hundred behind me better provided than*everT" 
was, , from which blelfed Virgin (ere I returned) fprung the fortunate habitation of 
Summer Ifles. 

This Virgin’s Sifter, now called New England, at my humble fuit, by our mod 
gracious Prince Charles, hath been near as chargeable to me and my friends : for all 
which, although 1 never got a (hilling but it qoft me a pound, yet I would think my. 
felf happy could I fee their profperities. 

But if it yet trouble a multitude to proceed upon thefe certainties, what think you I 
undertook when nothing was known but that there was a vaft land ? 1 never had power 
and means to do any thing, though more hath been fpent in formal delays than would 
hagp done the bufinefs, but in fuch a penurious and miferable manner, a6 if I had gone 
a begging to build an univerfity ; where had men been as forward to adventure 
their purfes, and perform the conditions they promifed me, as to crop the fruits*of my 
labours, thoufands ere this had been bettered by thefe defigns. Thus betwixt the fpur 
of defire and the bridle of reafon, I am near ridden to death in a ring of defpair; the 
reins are in your lands, therefore I entreat you eafe me; and thofe that think I am 
either idle or unfortunate, may fee the caufe and know; unlefs I did fee better dealing, 

I have had warning enough not to be fo forward again at every motion upon their pro- 
mifes, unlefs I intended nothing but to carry news ; for now they dare adventure a 
fhip, that when I wait firft would not adventure a groat, fo they may be at home again 
by Michaelmas, which makes me remember and fay with Mr. Hackluit; Oh incredu 
lity, the wit of fools, that flovingly do fpit at all things fair ; a fluggard’s cradle, a 
coward’s caftle : How eafy it is to be an infidel ! But to the matter : By this all men 
may perceive, the ordinary performance of this voyage in five or fix months ; the 
plenty of filh is moft certainly approved $ and it is certain, from Canada and New Eng¬ 
land* within thefe fix years hath come near twenty thoufand beaver-fkins. Now had 
each pf thefe (hips tranfported but fome (mall quantity of the moft incrcafmg beafts, 

fowls. 
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fowlsi ' 4ndfe^da» as IprojeSed, by this time tKeir increafe might h$v«r 

been iufficieiltfiir more than one tnoufandtnen'j but the defireof prefent gaittHii 
many is fo viojrent, and the endeavours of many undertakers fo negligent, every one 
fo regarding tfeeir private gain, that it is hard to effed any public good, and impOfllMe 
to bring them into a body, |ult, or order, unlefs both honefty, as well as autfeitj 
and money, affift experience. But your home-bred engrolfing projedors will at laic 
find, there is a great difference betwixt faying and doing, or thofe that think their 
diredions can be as foon and eafily performed, as they can conceit them; or tharfheh* 
conceits are the fitted things to be put in pradice, or their countenances maintain plants 
anions. But to conclude, the fifhing will go forward whether you plant it or no |T 
wherttoy a cofony may be then tranfported with no great charge, that in ihort time might 
provide fuch weights, to buy on us there dwelling, as I would hope no ihip Ihould go 
or come empty from New England. 

The charge of this is only fair, nets, hooks, lines, knives, Irilh rugs, coarfe cloth,, 
beads, glafs, and fuch tralh, only for fifhing and trade with the lavages, befides Our 
own neceffary provifions, whole endeavours would quickly defray all this charge ; and 
the lavages did entreat me to inhabit where I would. Now all thofe Clips, till thefe 
laft two years, have been fifhing within a fquare of two or three leagues, and fcarce any 
one yet will go any further in the port they fifh in, where queftionlefs five hundred 
may have their freight as % well as elfewhere, and be in the market ere others can 
have the filh in their Ihips, becaufc New England’s fifhing begins in February, in 
Newfoundland not till the midfl of May ; the progreflion hereof tends much to the 
* auvauceinent of Virginia and the Summer Hies, whofe empty ihips may take in their 
freights there, and would be alfo in time of need a good friend to the inhabitants of 
Newfoundland. 

The returns made by the weftern men, are commonly divided in three parts; one 
for the owner of the Clip ; another for the mailer and his company ; the third for the 
victuallers, which courle being (till permitted,, will be no hindrance to the plantation,, 
as yet go there never fo many, but a means of tranfporting that yearly for little or no¬ 
thing, which otherwile will coft many hundreds of pounds. If a (hip can gain twenty,, 
thirty, fifty in the hundred ; nay three hundred for one hundred in feven or ten months,, 
as you fee they have done, fpondiug twice fo much time in coining and going as in 
flaying there : were 1 there planted, feeing the variety of the fifliings ferve the 
molt part of the year, and with a little labour we might make all the fait we need 
ufe, asTs formerly laid, and conceive*no reafon to diftruitof good fuccefsby God’s 
alii fiance; befides for the building of ihips, no place hath more convenient har¬ 
bours, ebb, nor flood, nor better timber ; and no commodity in Europe doth more 
decay than wood. 


Mr. Dee’s Opinion for the building of Ships. 

Mn. DEE recordeth in his Britiih Monarchy, that King Edgar had a navy of four 
thoufand fail, with which he yearly made his progflfs, about this famous monarchy of 
Great Britain, largely declaring the benefit thereof; whereupon he, projected to our 
molt memorable Queen Elizabeth, the erecting of a fleet of fixty fail, he called a little 
navy royal: .imitating that admired Pericles Prince of Athens, that could never fecure 
that tormented eftate, until he was lord and captain of the fea. At this none need 
Wonder, for who knows not Her Royal Majefty during h|r life, by the incredible ad¬ 
ventures of her royal navy, and valiant* foldiers and Teamen, notwithftanding all trea- 

* cheriea 
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chpries at home, the protesting and defending France and Holland* |nd reconquering 
Ireland ; yet all the ii?o*ld by iea and landboth feared or loved, and admired gooa 
Queen Elizabeth. # Both to maintain and increafe that incdmparable hbnour (God be 
thanked) to heir incomparable fucceffor, our mod Royal Lord and S^vereign King 
fames, this great philofopher hath left this to Iiis Majefty and his kingdom's confi- 
deraticjn: that if the tenths of the earth be proper to God, it is alfo due by fea. The 
King's highways are common to pafs, biit not to dig for mines or any thing : ,fo Eng¬ 
land's coafts are free to pafs but not to fifh, but by KisMajefty’s prerogative. “ 

Mf His Majefty of Spain permits none to pafs the Pope’s order for the Eaft and Weft 
aftdies, but by his permillion, or at their perils ; if all that world be fo juftly theirs, it 
is no injuftice for England to make as much life of her own Ihorcs as ftrangers.da, thdft 
pay to their own lords the tenth, and not to the owner of thofe liberties any thing to 
fpeak of, whole fubjccts may neither take nor fell any in their territories ; vyhich finall 
tribute would maintain this little Navy Royal, and not coft Ilis Majefty a penny, and 
yet maintain peace with all foreigners, and allow them more courtefy than any nation 
in the world affords to England. It were a lhamc to alledge, .that Holland is more 
worthy to enjoy our fiftiing as lords thereof, becaufe they have more /kill to handle it 
than we, as they can our wool and undreffed cloth, notwithftanding all their wars and 
troublefc-nie diforders. 

To get tnoney to build this navy, he faith, who would noffpare the one-hundredth 
penny of his rents, and the five-hundredth penny of his goods; each fervant that 
taketh forty {hillings wages, four-pence ; and every foreigner of feven years of age, 
four-pence for feven years ; not any of thefe but they will fpend three times fer 
in pride, wamennefs, or forne fuperfluity; and do any men love the fecurity of their 
eftates, that of themlelvcs would not be humble fuitors to His Majefty to do this of 
free will as a voluntary benevolence, or but the on'e-half of this (or lome fuch other 
courl'e, as I have prounded to divers of the companies), free from any conftrainf, 'tax, 
lottery, or impofuioa; fo it may be as honeftly and truly employed as it is projected, 
the pooreft mechanic in this kingdom would gain by it. Then you might build fliips 
of any proportion and numbers you plcafe, five times cheaper than you can do here, 
and have good merchandize for their freight in this unknown land, to the advwnce- 
njent of God's glory, his church and gofpel, and the ftrengthening and relief of a 
great part of Chriftendom without hurt to any, to the terror of pirates, the amaze¬ 
ment of enemies, the afliftance of friends, the fccuring merchants, and fo much in- 
creafe of navigation, to make England’s trade and (hipping as much as any nattons in 
the world, befides a hundred other benefits, to the general good of all true fubjefts, 
and would caufc thoufands yet unborn to blefs the time, and‘all them that firft put it 
in practice. 

Now left it ftiouid be obfeured as it hath been to private ends, or fo weakly under, 
taken by our overweening incredulity, that ftrangers may pofle/s it, whilft we contend 
for New England's goods, but not England’s good ; I have prefented it, as I have 
faid, to the Prince and nobility, the gentry and commonalty, hoping at laft it will 
move the whole land to know it and confider of it; fince I can find theni wood and 
half victuals, u'iib the aforefaid advantages: were this country planted, with what 
facility they may build and maintain this little navy royal, both with honour, profit, 
and content, and inhabit as good a country as any in the world within that parallel, 
which with my life and what I have, I will endeavour to effect, if God pi safe arid you 
ptrroit. But no man will go^fronrhence to have lefs freedom there than here, near 
adventure all they have to prepare the way for- them, will fcarce thank them for it; • 
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and it is too* wdJ known there have been fo many undertakers of patents* and rock 
taring of them, as hath bred no lefs difcouragement than wonder to hear fijych great 
promifes and^fo little performance; in the interim, you fee the French and Dutch 
already frequent it, and God forbid they in Virginia, or any of His Majefty’sfuBjje£fcv 
Should not have as free liberty as they. To conclude, were it not for Mr. Cherley, ana 
a few private adventurers with them, what have wo there for all thefe inducements? As 
for them whom pride or covetoufnefs lulleth afleep in a cradle of flothful careleffnefs, 
would they but confider how all the great monarchies of the earth have been brought ! 
to confufion, or but remember the late lamentable experiences of Conftantinople, and 
how many cities, towns, and provinces, m the fair rich kingdoms of Hungaria, Tran- 
fylvania, Wallachia, and Moldavia, and how many tboufands of princes, earls, ba¬ 
rons, knights, merchants, and others, have in one day loft goods, lives, and honours, 
or fold for Haves like beafls in a market-place, their wives, children, and fervants {lain, 
or wandering they knew not whither, dying or Jiving in all extremities of extreme 
miferies and calamities, furcly they would not only do this, but give all they have 
to enjoy peace and liberty at home, or but adventure their perfons abroad, to pre¬ 
vent the conclufions of a conquering foe, who commonly affaulteth, and beft pre¬ 
vailed where he findeth wealth and plenty moft armed with ignorance and fecurity. 

Though the true condition of war is only to fupprefs the proud and defend the in¬ 
nocent, as did that moft generous Prince Sigifmundus, Prince of thofe countries, 
againft them whom, under the colour of jufticeand piety, to maintain their fuperftuity 
t'.*'. --...bilious pride, thought all the world too little to maintain their vice, and undo 
them, or keep them from ability to do any thing that would not admire and adore their 
honours, fortunes, covetoufnels, falfehood, bribery, cruelty, extortion, and ingrati¬ 
tude, which is worfe than cowardice or ignorance, and ail manner of vilenefs, clean 
contrary to all honour, virtue, mid noblenels. 

John Smith writ this with his own hand- 


Here follow certain notes and obfervations of Captain Charles Whitboume con¬ 
cerning Newfoundland, which although every mafter trained up in fifhing can make 
their proportions of neceffaries according to their cuftom, yet it is not much amifs here 
to iufert them, that every one which defires the good of thofe actions know them alfo. 
Befides in his book, entitled * A Difcovery of Newfoundland, and the Commodities 
thereof,* you (hall find many excellent good advertifements for a plantation, and how 
that moft years this coaft hath been frequented with two hundred and fifty fail of His 
Majefty’s fubjeds, which fuppofing but fixty tons a-piece, one with another, they 
amount to fifteen thoufand tons, and allowing twenty-five men and boys to every bark, 
they will make five thoufand perfons, whofe labours return yearly to about one hun¬ 
dred and thirty-five; thoufand pounds fterling, befides the great numbers of brewers, 
bakers, coopers, flup-carpenters, net-makers, rope-makers, hook-makers, and the 
moft of all other mechanical trades in England. . 
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The charge of Jetting forth a Jbjp of one hundred, tons with forty perfons , both to make a 
* fijhing voyage , and increafe the plantation. 


SB. t. d. 

Imprimis, 10,000 weight of bif- 
cuit, at 15s. a cwt. - 82 10 o 

a6 TJjins of beer and cyder, at 

S 3 s. 4d. a tun, - - 69 7 o 

a Hogflieads of Englifh beef, 10 o o 
a Hogflieads of Irilh beef, - 500 

1 o Fat hogs, failed with fait, and 

calks, - - - - 10 10 o 

30 Bulhels of peafe, - -600 

2 Firkins of butter, - -300 

aoo Weight of cheefe, - 2 10 o 

1 Bufliel of muflard, - 060 

1 Hoglhead of vinegar, - 150 

Wood to drefs meat withal, 100 

1 Great copper kettle,. - 200 

«Small kettles, • -200 

a Frying-pans, - -034 

Platters, ladles, and cans, - 100 

A pair of bellows for the cook, 026 
Taps, borers, and funnels, - 020 

Locks for the bread-rooms, 026 

100 Weight of candles, - 2 io o 

130 Quarters of lalt, at 2s. the 

bulhel, - - - 10 4 o 

Mats and dinnage to lie under 

it, - - - - 2 jo o 

Saltlhovels, - - - o 10 o 

Particulars for the 40 perfons 
to keep 8 filhing boats at fea, 
with 3 men in every boat, 
employs 24, and 500 feet 
of elm boards of an inch 
thick, 8s. each one, - 200 

sooo Nails for the 8 boats, at 

13s. 4d. a 1000, - .168 

4000 Nails, at 6s. 8d. a 1000, 168 

2000 Nails, at 5d. a 100, - o 8 o 

500 Weight of pitch, at 8s. a 

100, - • - -200 

2000 of good orlop nails, - 250 

More for other fmall neceflaries, 300 
A barrel of tar, - - o jo o 

200 .Weight of black oakum, 1 o o 
Thrums for pitch maps, - 016 

Bowls, buckets, and pumps, 100 


SB. t. d. 

2 Brazen cocks, - -200 

Canvas to make boat-fails and 
fmall ropes, at 25s. for each 
fail, - - - - 12 10 o 

1 o Rod ropes, which con- 

a tain 600 weight, at 30s. the , 

100, - - - 10 o o 

12 Dozen of fifliing-lines, -'600 
24 Dozen of filhing-hooks, 200 
For fquid line, - -030 

For pots and liver maunds, 018 o 

Iron works for the boats’ rud¬ 
ders, - - - -200 

10 Kipnet irons, - - o 10 o 

Twine to make 'kipnets and 

gagging hooks, - -060 

10 good nets, at 26s. a net, 13 o o 

2 Saynes, a great and a lefs, 12 

200 Weight of fow-lead, - 100 

2 Couple of ropes for the fcans, 100 

Dry-fats to keep them in, 060 

Twine for, ( ftore, - -050 

Flalkets and bread-balkets, o 15 o 

For hair cloth, - - 10 o o 

3 Tuns of vinegar calk for 

water, - - - 1 6 8 

1 Dozen of deal boards, • 0100 

2 Barrels of oatmeal, - 160 

100 Weight of fpikes, - 250 

2 Good axes, 4 hand-hatchets, 

4 drawers, 2 drawing irons, o 16 o 

3 Yards of woollen cloth for 

cuffs, - - - o 10 o 

8 Yards of good canvas, - o 10 o 

A Grindftone or two, - 060 

2000 of poor-john to'fpend in 
going, - - - 6 10 o 

1 Hoglhead of aqua-vitae, - 400 

4 Arm laws, 4 hand faws, 4 

thwart faws, 3 augers, 2 
crows of iron, 3 fledges, 4 
ihod Ihovels, 2 pick-axes, 4 
mattocks, and 4 hammers, 5 0*0 

The total fum is - 420 11 o 

All 
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AH thefe provifions the mailer or purfer is to be accountable what is fpent and what is 
left, with thofe which lhall continue\here to plant j and of the forty thus provided for 
the voyage, ten may well be /pared to leave behind them, with five hundred weight 
of bifcuit, fixe hogiheads of cyder or beer, half a hogihead of beef, four fides of ary 
bacon, four bufhels of peafe| half a firkin of butter* half a hundred weight of cheefe, 
a peck of muflard-fced, a barrel of vinegar, twelve pounds of candles, two pecks of 
oatmeal, half a hogihead of aqua-vitae, two copper kettles, one brafs crock, one frying- 
pan, a grindftone, and all the “hatches, wood-hooks, faws, augers, &c., arid all"other 
iron tools, with the eight boats and their implements, and fpare fait, and what elfe 
they ufe, not in a readinefs from year to year, and in the mean time ferved them to 
help <o build their houl'es, cleanfe'land, and further their filhing whilft the fhips are 
wanting. 

By his ellimation and calculation thefe eight boats with twenty-two men in a fummer 
do ufually kill twenty-five thoufand filh for every boat, which may amount to two 
hundred thoufand, allowing a hundred and twenty fillies to the hundred j fometimes 
they have taken abovo thirty-five thoufand for a boat $ fo that they load not only their 
own Ihip, but provide great quantities for facks, or other fpare fhips which come 
thither only to buy the overplus: if fuch fhips come not, they give over taking any 
more, when fometimes there hath been great abundance, becaufe there are no fit 
houfes to lay them in tilf another year; now molt of thofe facks goeth empty thither, 
which might as well tranfpoit men’s provifion and cattle at an cafy rate as nothing, 
either to New England or Newfoundland, but either to tranfport them for nothing, or 
pay*'any great matter for their liberty to filh, will hardly effeft fo much as freedom as 
yet; nor can this be put in praftice, as I before faid, till there be a power there well 
planted and fettled to entertain and defend them, alfift and relieve them as occafion Ihall 
require, otherwife thofe ftnall divifions will effedl little, but fuch miferable conclufions 
as both the French and we too long have tried to our coils. Now commonly twohundred 
thoufand filh will load a Ihip of one hundred tons in Newfoundland, but half fo many 
will near do it in New England, which carried to Toulon or Marleillcs, where the 
cultom is finall, and the quintal lefs than ninety Englilh pounds, weight, and the price, 
when leaft, twelve Ihilliugs the quintal, which at that rate amounts to one thoufand 
three hundred and twenty pounds fterling; and the Ihip may either there be difeharged 
or employed, as hath been faid, to re-freight for England, fo that the next year Ihe may 
be ready to go her filhing-vOyage again at a far cheaper rate than before. 

To this add but twelve tons of train-oil, which delivered in Newfoundland, is ten 
pounds the ton, makes one hundred and twenty pounds, then it is hard if there be not 
ten thoufand of core-filh, which alfo fold there at five pounds the thoufand, makes 
fifty pounds, which brought to England, in fome places yields near half fo much more; 
but if at Marseilles it be J fold for Sixteen pounds the quintal, as commonly it is, and 
much dearer, it amounts to one thoufand feven hundred and fixty pounds; and 
if the boats follow the filhing till the 15th of O Sober, they may take eighty thoufand 
more,- which with their train in Newfoundland, at four pounds the thoufand, will 
amount to three hundred arid twenty pounds, which added to one thoufand three hun¬ 
dred and twenty pounds, with one hundred and twenty pounds for oil, and ten thou¬ 
fand of core-filh fifty pounds, and the overplus at Marfeilles, which will be four 
hundred and forty pounds, make the total two thoufand two hundred and fifty 
pounds, which divided in three parts, according to their cuflom, the viSualler hath for 
the former particulars, amounting to four hundred and twenty pounds, feven hundred 
and fifty-one pounds> fo all the charge defrayed, he gains three hundred and thirty- 
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one pounds eleven {hillings} then for the freight of the flilp there is feven hundred and 
fifty-one pounds, and fo much for the mafter and lifts company; which comparing with 
the voyages hath been made to New England, you may eafily find which is the better 
though both be good. 1 But now experience hath taught them at New Plymouth, that 
in April there is a fifli much like a herring that comes up into the filial brooks to 
fpawn, and where the water is not knee-deep, they will prefs up through your hands, 
yea, though you beat at them with cudgels, and in fuch abundance as is incredible, 
which they take with that facility, tjiey manure their land with them when they have 
occasion ; after thofe the cod alfo preffeth in fuch plenty, even into the very harbours, 
they have caught fome in their arms, and hook them fo fall, three men oft loadeth 
a boat of two tons in two hours, where- before they ufed moil to fifth in -deep 
water. 


The prefent State of New Plymouth, 

AT New Plymouth there is about one hundred and eighty perfons, fome cattle and 
goats, but many fwine and poultry, thirty-two "'dwelling-houles, whereof feven were 
burnt the laft winter, and the value of five hundred pounds in other goods; the town 
Is impaited about half a mile compafs. In the town upon a jiigh mount they have a 
fort well built with wood, loam, and ftone, where is planted their ordnance ; alfo a fair 
watch-tower, partly framed for the fentinel: the place,it feems,is healthful, for in thefe 
laft three years, notwithftanding their great want of mo/l neccffarics, there hat h no t 
one died of the firft planters ; they have made a falt-work, and with that fait preTerve 
the fifli they take, and this year hath freighted a /hip of one hundred and eighty tons, 
The governor is one Mr. William Bradford; their captain. Miles Standi/h, a bred foldier, 
in Holland; the chief men for their a/fiftance is Mr. Ifaac Alderton, and divers 
others, as occafion ferveth $ their preachers are Mr. William Brufter and Mr. John 
Layford. 

The moft of them live together as one family or houfehold, yet every man fol- 
loweth his trade and profe/fion both by fea and land, and all for a general flock, out 
of which they have all their maintenance, until there be a dividend betwixt the planters 
an^k the adventurers. Thofe planters are not fervants to the adventurers here, but 
have only councils of directions from them, but no injunctions or command, and all, 
the mailers of families are partners in land or whatfoever, fetting their labours again/!: 
the /lock, till certain years be expired for the divifin: they have young men and boys 
for their apprentices and fervants, and fome of them fpecial families, as /hip-carpenters, 
falt-makers, fifli-mafters, yet as fervants upon great wages. The adventurers which 
raifed the Hock to begin and fupply this plantation were about feventy, fome gentle¬ 
men, fome merchants, fome handicrafts men, fome adventuring great fums, fome 
finall, as their e/latcs and affeClion ferved. The general /lock already employed is 
about feven thoufand pounds, by reafon of which charge and many croffes, many of 
them would adventure no more, but others, that know fo great a defign cannot be 
effected without both charge, lofs and croffes, are refolved to go forward with it to 
their powers, which deferve no fmall commendations and encouragement. Thefe 
dwell mofl about London ; they are not a corporation, but knit together by a voluntary 
combination in a fociety without conftraint or penalty, aiming to do good and to plant 
religion; they have a prefident and treafurer, every year newly chofen by the moft 
voices, who ordereth the affairs of their courts and meetings, and with the a^ent of 
*he moft of them, undertaketh all ordinary bufineffes, but in more weighty affairs, the 
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aflent of the whefe company* ^required. There hath been (idling this year upon 
the coaft about fifty - Englifli (hips: and by Cape Anne there is a plantation a begin¬ 
ning by the Dorchefter men, which they hold of thofe of New Plymouth, who alfa 
by them have fet up a fifhing work; fome.xa Ik there is fome other pretended planta¬ 
tions, all whofe good proceedings the eternal God prated and preferve. And thefe 
have been the true proceedings and accidents in thofe plantations. 

Now to make a particular relation of all the ads and orders in the courts belonging 
unto them, of the annihilating old patents and procuring new, with the charge, pains, 
and arguments, the reafons of fuch changes, all the treaties, confultations, orations, 
and diffentions about the (haring and dividing thofe large territories, confirming of 
counfeHors, eledingall forts of officers, diredions, letters of advice, and their anfwers, 
difputations about the magazines and impofitious, fuiters for patents, pofitions for 
freedoms, and confirmations with complaints of injuries here, and alfo the mutinies, 
examinations, arraignments, executions, and the caufe of the fo often revolt of the 
favages at large, as many would have had, and it may be, fome do exped it would 
make more quarrels than any of them would willingly anfwer, and fuch a volume as 
would tire any wife man but to read the contents; for my own part, I rather fear the 
unpartial reader will think this rather more tedious than neceffary : but he that would 
be a praditioner in thofe ^ffairs, I hope will allow them not only needful but expedient: 
but however, if you pleaie to bear with thofe errors I have committed, if God pleafe 
I live, my care and pains (hall endeavour to be thankful; if I die, accept my good 
trill: if any defire to be further fatisfied, what defed is found in this, they (hall find 
fupplied in me, that thus freely have thrown myfclf with my mite into the treafury of 
my country’s good, not doubting but God will dir up fome noble fpirits to confider 
and examine if worthy Columbus could give the Spaniards any fuch certainties for his 
defign, when Queen Ifabel of Spain, fet him forth with fifteen fail, and though Ipro- 
mife no mines of gold, yet the warlike Hollanders let us imitate but not hate, whofe 
wealth and ftrength are good teftimonies of their treafury gotten by fifliing; and New 
England hath yielded already by general computation one hundred thoufand pounds at 
the lead:. Therefore honourable and worthy countrymen, let not the meannefs of the 
word fijl) diftalte you, for it will afford as good gold as the mines of Guiana or 
Potofi, with lefs hazard and charge, and more certainty and facility. 
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TRAVELS IN CANADA; 


BY THE BARON LAHONTAN.' 


TO HIS GRACE WILLIAM DUKE OF DEVONSHIRE, 

Lord Steward of Her Majefty’s Houfhold, Lord Lieutenant of the County of Derby, Chief Juftice in 
Eyre of all Her Majefty’s Forefts, Chaces, Parks, &c. Trent.North; one of the Lords of Her 
Majefty’s Moft Honourable Privy Council, and Knight of the Moft Noble Order of the Garter. 

. My Lord, 

S INCE I had the honour to prefent the King of Denmark’with the firft part of 
this book, I prefume to make a prefent of the latter to Your Grace. In making the 
firft dedication, I had no other inducement, than a due regard to the benefits 1 receiv’d 
from His Majefty’s favour ; and the fame motive with reference to Your Grace, has 
prompted me to make this acknowledgment of the undeferved favours you kindly vouch- 
fafed me. 

I did not dare to launch out into the praife of His Danilh Majefty, who has a juft 
title to all forts of encomiums ; by reafon that the little French I had has been forgot' 
among a fort of people, that take panegyrics to be affronts. ’Ijs with the fame view, 
my Lord, that I decline the pleafure of publifhing thofe diftinguifhing qualities, that 
place Your Lordlhip at the head of the moft accomplished Grandees of the world, and 
the moft zealous patriots of their country. 

I am, with all gratitude and veneration. 

My Lord, 

Your Grace's moft humble, and moft obedient fervant, 

LAHONTAN. 


THE PREFACE. 

H AVING flattered myfelf with the vain hopes of retrieving the King of France’s 
favour, before the declaration of this war, I was fo far from thinking to put thefe 
letters and memoirs to the prefs, that I defigned to have committed 'em to the flames, 
if that Monarch had done me the honour of reinftating me in my former places, with 
the good leave of’Mefirs. de Pontchartrainf, the father and the ion. 'Twas with that 
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The one Chancellor of France, and the other Secretary of State ; both of them tartly rich. 
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view that I negle&ed to put ’em in fitch a drefs as might now be wifhed for, for the 
fatisfaftion of the reader that gives himfelf the trouble to perufe ’em. 

Between the fifteenth and Sixteenth year of my age I went to Canada, and there 
took care to keep up a conftant correfpondencc by letters with an old relation, who 
had required of me a narrative of the occurrences of that country, upon the account 
of the yearly affiftance he gave me. ’Tis thcfe very letters that make the greateil 
pari of the firft volume. They contain an account of all that pafs’d between the Eng- 
lilh, the French, thelroquefe, and the other favage nations, from the year 1683 to 
1694. Together with a great many curious remarks, that may be of ufc to thofe who 
have any knowledge of the Englirn or French colonies. 

Thcwhole is writ with a great deal of fidelity ; for I reprefent things juft as they are. 

I neither flatter nor fpare any perfon whatfoever ; I attribute to the Iroquefe*, the 
glory they have purchafed on feveral occafions, though at the fame time I hate that 
rascally people, as much as horns and law-fuits. Notwithftanding the veneration I have 
for the clergy, I impute to them all the tnifchief the Iroquefe have done to the French 
colonies, in the courfe of a war that had never been undertaken, if it had not been for 
the councils of thefe pious churchmen. 

The reader is defired to take notice that the towns of New York are known to the 
French by their old names only, and for that reafon I was oblig’d to make ufe of the 
feme in ray letters, as well as my maps. They give the name of New York to all that 
country, that reaches from the fource of its river to the mouth, that is, to the ifland, 
upon which there {lands a city call’d in the time of the Dutch, Manathe, and now by 
the Englifh, New York. In like manner the plantation of Albany, that lies towards 
the head of the river, is call’d by the French, Orange. 

Farther ; I would not have the reader to take it amifs, that the thoughts of the 
favages are fet forth in an European drefs. The occalion of that choice proceeded 
from the relation I corrcfponded with j for that honeft gentleman ridiculed the meta¬ 
phorical harangue of the Grangulaf and intreated me not to make a literal tranflation 
of a language that was fo Huffed with fictions and favage hyperboles. It is for this 
reafon that all the diicourfes and arguments of thofe nations are here accommodated to 
the European ftyle and way of fpeaking ; for having complied with my friend’s requeft, 

I contented tnyfelf in keeping only a copy of the letters I writ to him, during my pil¬ 
grimage in the country of thefe naked philofophers. 

It will riot be improper to acquaint the reader, by the bye, that thofe who know my 
faults, do as little jultice to thefe people, as they do to me, in alleging I am a favage 
ntyfelf, and that that makes me fpeak fo favourably of my fellow-favages. Thefe 
obfervers do me a great deal of honour, as long as they do not explain themfelves, fo 
as to make me dire&Iy of the fame character with that which is tacked to the word 
favage by the Europeans in their way of thinking : for in faying only that I am of the 
fame temper with the favages, they give me, without delign, the character of the 
honefteit man in the world. It is an uncontcfted truth, that the nations which are 
not debauched by the neighbourhood of the Europeans, are ftrangers to the ineafures 
of mum and tuum, and to all laws, judges, and priefts. This cannot be called in 
queftion, fince all travellers that vifu thofe countries, vouch for its truth j and a great 
many of different profellions have given the world repeated affurances that it is fo. 
Now this being granted, we ought not to fcruple to believe, that thefe are fuch wife 

* Called by the Englilh in New York, Malak. f See Letter 7th. 
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and reafonable people. I take it, a man muft be quite blind who does not fee that 
the property of goods (I do not fpeak of the ingroffing of women) is the only fource 
of all the diforders that perplex the European focieties. Upon that consideration it will 
be eafy to perceive, that I have not fpoke wide in defcribing that wifdom and acutcnefs 
which fliines through the words and a&ions of thefe poor Americans. If all the world 
had accels to the books of voyages that are found in fome weU-ftocked libraries, they 
would find in above a hundred deferiptions of Canada, an infinity of difeourfes and 
arguments offered by the favages, which are incomparably ftronger, and more nervous 
than thofe I have infer ted in my memoirs. 

As for fuch as doubt of the inftinct and wonderful capacity of beavers, they need 
only to call their eyes upon the great map of America, drawn by the Sieur de Fir, and 
engraved at Paris in the year 1698 ; where they will meet with feveral furprizing things 
relating to thefe animals. 

While my book was printing in Holland, I was in England; and as foon as it ap¬ 
peared, feveral Englilh gentlemen of diftinguiflied merit, who underftand the French 
as well as their mother tongue, gave me to know, that they* would be glad to fee a 
more ample relation of the manners and cuftoms of the people of that continent, 
whom we call by the name of favages. This obliged me to communicate to thefe 
gentlemen the fubftancc of the feveral conferences 1 had in $hat country with a certain 
Huron, whom the French call Rat. While I flayed at that American’s village, I em¬ 
ployed my time very agreeably in making a careful collection of all his arguments and 
opinions ; and as foon as' I returned from my voyage upon the lakes of Canada, I 
fhewed my manufeript to Count Frontenac, who was fo pleafed with it, that he took** 
the pains to affift me in digefting the dialogues, and bringing them into the order they 
now appear in : for, before that, they were abrupt conferences without connexion. 
Upon the felicitation of thefe Englifh gentlemen, I have put thefe dialogues into 
the hands of the perfon who tranflated my letters and memoirs : and if it had not 
been for their prefling inflances, they had never feen the light; for there are but few 
in the world that will judge impartially, and without prepoflefiion of fome things con¬ 
tained in them. 

I have likewife c-ntrufled the fame tranflator with fome remarks that I made in 
Jlortuga! and Denmark, when I fled thither from Newfoundland. There the 
n-ader will meet with a defeription of Lifbon and Copenhagen, and of the capital city of 
Arragon. » 

To the tranflation of my firft volume, I have added an exa£t map of Newfoundland, 
which was not in the original. I have likewife corrected alrnofl all the' cuts of the 
Holland impreflion, for the Dutch gravers had murdered them, by not underflanding 
their explications, which were all in French. They have engraved women for men, 
and men for women j naked perfons for thofe that are clothed, and c contra. ~ As for 
the maps, the reader will find them very exa£t j and I have taken care to have the 
tra&s of my voyages more nicely delineated than in the original. 

I underftand by letters from Paris,that the two Meflieurs de Pontchartrain endeavour 
by all means to be revenged upon me for the affront they fay I gave them in publifhing 
jome trifling /logics in my book, that ought to have been concealed. I am likewife in¬ 
formed, that I have reafon to be apprehenfive of the refentment of feveral ecclefiaftics, 
who pretend I have infulted God in eenfuring their conduct. But fince I expefted 
nothing lefs than the furious refentment both of the one and the other, when I put this 
book to the prefs; I had time enough to arm myfelf from top to toe, in order to make 
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head againft them. It is my comfoij, that I have writ nothing but what I make good 
by authentic proofs; befxdes, that I could not havefaid lefs of them than I have done; 
for if I had not tied myfelf up to the direft thread of my difcourfe, I could have made 
digreffions, in which the conduct both of the one and the other would have appeared 
to be prejudicial to the repofe of the fociety, and the public good. I had provocation 
enough to have treated them in that manner; but my letters being addreffed to an old 
bigotted relation of mine, who fed upon devotion, and dreaded the influence of the 
court; he ftill befeeched me to write nothing to him that might difoblige the clergy 
or the courtiers, for fear of the intercepting of my letters. However, I have advice 
from Paris, that feme pedants are fet at work to lath me in writing ; and fo I muft: 
prepare to ftand the brunt of a fhower of affronts, that will be poured upon me in a few 
days. But it is no matter ; I am fo good a conjurer, that I can ward off any ftorm 
from the fide of Paris. I laugh at their threats ; and fince I cannot make ufe of my 
fword, I’ll wage war with my pen. 

This I only mention, by the by, in this my Preface to the Reader, whom I pray 
the Heavens to crown with profperity, in preferving him from having any bufinefs to 
adjuft with moft of the minifters of (late, and priefts; for let them be never fo faulty, 
they’ll ftill be faid to be in the right, till fuch time as anarchy be introduced amongfl: 
us, as well as the Americans, among whom the forryeft fellow thinks himfelf a better 
man than a Chancellor of France. Thefe people are happy in being fcreen'd from 
the tricks and fhifts of minifters, who are always matters wherever they come. I envy 
the flate of a poor favage, who tramples upon laws, and pays homage to no fceptre. 

I with I could fpend the reft of my life in his hut, and fo be no longer expofed to the 
chagrin of bending the knee to a fet of men that facrifice the public good to thejr 
private intereft, and are born to plague honeft men. The two minifters of ftate I have 
to do with, have been folicited in vain, by the Duchefs of Lude, Cardinal Bouillon, 
Count Guifcar, Mr. De Quiros, and Count D’Avaux: nothing could prevail, though 
all that is laid to my charge confifts only in not bearing the affronts of a governor, 
whom they protect; at a time when a hundred other officers who live under the impu¬ 
tation of crimes, infinitely greater than mine, are excufed for three months abfence 
from court. Now the reafon is, that they give lefs quarter to thofe who have the 
misfortune to difpleafe the two Meffieurs De Ponchartrain, than to fuch as aft con¬ 
trary to the King’s orders. 

But after all my misfortunes, I have this to folace me, that I enjoy in England a 
fort of liberty that is not met with elfewhere: for one may juftly fay, that of all the 
countries inhabited by civilized people, this alone affords the greateft perfection of 
liberty; nay, I do not except the liberty of the mind, for I am convinced that the 
Englifh maintain it with a great deal of tendernefs: fo true it is, that all degrees of 
ilavery are abhorred by this people, who fliew-their wifdom in the precautions they 
take to prevent their finking into a fatal fervitude. 
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LAHOHTAn’s TRAVELS p CANADA* 


LETTER I. 

Dated at the Port of Quebec, Nov. 8, 1683. 

Containing a Defcription of the Pajfage from France to Canada , with fome Remarks' upott 
the Coafls , Channels , &r., and the Variation of the Needle. 

Sir, 

I AM furprized to find that a voyage to the New World is fo formidable to thofe 
who are obliged to undertake it; for I folemnly proteft, that it is far from being what 
the world commonly takes it for. It is true the paffage is in feme meafure long,' but 
then the hopes of viewing an unknown country, atones for the tedioufnefs of the 
voyage. W hen we broke ground from Rochelle, I acquainted you with the reafons 
that moved Mr. Le Fevre de la Barre, governor-general of Canada, to fend the Sicur 
Mahu, a Canadefe, to France; and at the fame time gave you to know, that he had 
refolved upon the utter deftru&ion of the Iroquefe, who are a vefy warlike and lavage 
people. Thefe barbarians befriend the Englifti, upon the account of the fuccours 
they receive from them; but they are enemies to us, upon the apprehenfion of being 
deftroyed by us fome time or other. The General I fpoke, of but now, expedted 
that the King would fend him feven or eight hundred men; but when w r e let out 
from Rochelle, the fealbn was fo Jar advanced, that our three companies of marines 
were reckoned a fufficient venture. 

I met with nothing in our paifage that was difagrceable, abating for a ftorm that 
alarmed us for fome days, upon the precipice of the bank of Newfoundland, where 
the waves fwell prodigioufly, even when the winds are low. In that ftorm our frigate 
received fome rude Ihocks from the fea ; but in regard that fuch accidents are ufual 
in that voyage, they made no imprefiion upon the old feafoned lailors. As lor my 
part, I could not pretend to that pitch of indifference, for having never made fuch a 
voyage before, I was fo alarmed in feeing the waves mount up to the clouds, that I 
made more vows to Neptune than the brave Idomcnasus did in his return from the 
wars of Troy. After we made the bank, the waves funk, and the wind dwindled, 
aiyjkthe fea became fo fmooth and ealy, that we could not work our fliip. You can 
fcarce imagine what quantities of cod-filh were caught there by our feamcn in the 
fpace of a quarter of an hour, for though we had thirty-two fathom water, yet the 
hook was no fooner at the bottom than the filh was caught, fo that they had nothing 
to do but to throw in and take up without interruption: but after all, fuch is the mif- 
fortune of this lilhery, that it does not fuccecd but upon certain banks, which are 
commonly paft over without flopping. However, as we were plentifully entertained 
at the colt of thefe fifties, fo fuch of them at continued in the fea made fufficient 
reprifals upon the corpfe of a captain and of feveral foldiers, who died of the feurvy, 
and were thrown overboard three or four days after. 

In the meantime the wind veering to the weft-north-weft, we were obliged to lay by 
for five or fix days; but after that it chopped to the north, and fo we happily made 
Cape Rafe, though indeed our pilots were at a lofs to know where we were, by 
reafon that they could not take the latitude for ten or twelve days before. You may 
cafily imagine that it was with great joy that we heard one of our failors call from the 
top-maft, Land, land, juft as St. Paul did when he approached to Malta, tgu, 
rij* ipu: for you muft know that when the pilots reckon they approach to land, they 
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life the precaution of fending up feilors to the top-maft, in order to fome difcovery, 
and thefe failors are relieved every two hours till night comes, at which time they 
furl their fails if the land is not yet defcried, fo that in the night-time they fcarce 
make any way. From this it appears how important it is to know the coaft, before 
you approach to it; nay, the paiTengers put fuch a value upon the difcovery, that 
they prefent the firfl difcoverer with fome piftoles. In the meantime you’ll be pleafed 
to obferve, that the needle of the compafs, which naturally points to the north, turns 
upon the bank of Newfoundland, 23 0 towards the north-weft, that is, it points there a 
degree nearer to the weft than north-north-weft. This remark we made by our com¬ 
pafs of variation. 

defcried the cape about noon, and in order to confirm the difcovery, ftood in 
upon it with all fails aloft. At laft, being affured that it was the promontory we looked 
for, an univcrfal joy was fpread throughout the fliip, and the fate of the wretches that 
we had thrown overboard was quite forgot. Then the failors fet about the chriftening 
of thofe who had never made the voyage before; and indeed they had done it fooner, 
if it had not been for the death of our above-mentioned companions. The chriftening 
I fpcak of, is an impertinent ceremony, praftifed by feafaring tnen, whofe humours 
are as ftrange and extravagant as the element itfelf, upon which they foolilhly truft 
themfelves. By virtue pf a cuftom of old ftandfng, they profane the facrament of 
baptifm in an unaccountable manner. Upon that occafion the old failors being 
blackened all over, and difguifed with rags and ropes, force the greener fort that have 
never palled fome certain degrees of latitude before, to fell down on their knees, and 
to fwear upon a book of fea-charts, that upon all occafions they will pra&ife upon 
others, the fame ceremony that is then made ufe of towards them. After the adminif- 
tering of this ridiculous oath, they throw fifty buckets full of Water upon their head, 
belly, and thighs, and indeed, all over their bodies, without any regard to times or 
feafons. This piece of folly is chiefly practifed under the equator, under the tropics, 
under the polar circles, upon the bank of Newfoundland, and in the Streights of 
Gibraltar, the Sund, and the Dardanelles. As for perfons of note or character, they 
are exempted from the ceremony, at the expence of five or fix bottles of brandy for 
the Ihip’s crew. 

Three or four days after the performance of this folemnity, we difeovered Cape 
Raye, and fo made up to St. Lawrence Bay, in the mouth of which we were becalmed 
for a little while, and during that calm we had a clearer and pleafanter day than any 
we had feen in the palfegc. It looked as if that day had been vouchfafed us by way 
of recompence for the rains, fogs, and high winds that we encountered by the way. 
There we few an engagement between a whale and a fword-filh*, at the diftance of a 
gun-fhot from our frigate. We were perfe&ly charmed when we law the fword-filh 
jump out of the water in order to dart its fpear into the body of the whale, when 
obliged to take breath. This entertaining Ihow lafted at leaft two hours, fometimes 
to the ftarboard and fometimes to the larboard of the lhip. The failors, among whom 
fuperftition prevails as much as among the Egyptians, took this for a prefege of fome 
mighty ftorm; but the prophecy ended in two or three days of contrary winds, during 
which time we traverfed between the illand of Newfoundland and that of Cape Breton. 
Two days after we came in fight of the illand of Fowls, by the help of a north-eaft 
wind, which drove us from the mouth of St. Lawrence Bay to the Ifle of Anticofti, 

* Efpadon, a filh between ten and fifteen feet long, beiog four feet in circumference, and having in 
iti feout a fort of faw which ii four feet long, four inches broad, and Cut lines thick. 
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upon the bank of which we thought to have been caft away,'by nearing it too much. 
In the mouth of that river we fell into a fecond calm, which was followed by a con* 
trary wind, that obliged us to lie by for fome days. At laft we made Tadouflac, by 
gradual approaches, and there came to an anchor. 

This river is four v leagues broad where we then rode, and twenty-two at its mouth, 
but it contracts itfelf gradually as it approaches to its fource. Two days after the 
wind {landing eaft, we weighed anchor, and being favoured by the tide, got fafe 
through the channel of the Red Ifland, in which the currents are apt to turn a veffel 
on one iide, as well as at the ifland of Coudrcfs, which lies fome leagues higher. 
But upon the coaftof the laft ifland, we had certainly ftruck upon the rocks if we. had 
not dropped an anchor. Had the {hip been caft away at that place we might eafily 
have faved ourfelves : but it proved fo, that we were more afraid than hurt. Next 
morning we weighed with a frefh gale from the eaft, and the next clay after came to 
an anchor over againft Cape Tourtnente, where we had not above two leagues over, 
though at the fame time it is a dangerous place to thofe who are unacquainted with the 
channel. From thence we had but feven leagues failing to the port of Quebec, where 
we now ride at anchor. In'our paffage from the Red Ifland to this place, we faw 
fuch floats of ice, and fo much fnow upon the land, that we were upon the point of 
turning back for France, though we were not then above thirtr leagues off our defireci 
port. We were afraid of being flopped by the ice, and fo loft ; but thank God we 
efcaped. 

We have received advice, that the governor has marked our quarters for our troops 
in fome villages or cantons adjacent to this city; fo that I am obliged to prepare to go 
afliore, and therefore mult make an end of this letter. I cannot as yet give you any 
account of the country, excepting that it is already mortally cold. As to the river, 
I mean to give you a more ample defeription of it, when I come to know it better. 
We are informed that Mr. De la Salle is juft returned from his travels, which he 
undertook upon the difeovery of a great river that falls into the Gulf of Mexico, and 
that he embarks to-morrow for France. He is perfectly well acquainted with Canada, 
and for that rcafon you ought to vifit him if you go to Paris this winter. I am. 

Sir, yours, &c. 


LETTER II. 

Dated at the Canton of Beaupre, May 2, 1684. 

Containing a Defeription of the Plantations of Canada , and the Manner in which they 
were JirJl formed: as alfo an Account of the Tranfportation of Whores from France to 
that Country ; together with a View of its Climate and Soil . 

Silt, 

AS foon as we landed laft year, Mr. De la Barre lodged our three companies in 
fome cantons or quartern in ttie neighbourhood of Quebec. The planters call thefe 
places Cotes, which ® France fignifics no more than the fea-coaft; though in this 
country, where the names of town and village are unknown, that word is made ule of to 
exprefs a feignory or manor, the houfes of which lie at the diftance of two or three 
hundred paces one from another, and are feated on the brink of the river of St. Lau¬ 
rence. In earnelt, Sir, the boors of thofe manors liye with more eafe and conveniency 
than an infinity of the gentlemen in France. I am out indeed in calling them boors, for 
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that name is &s little known here as in t Spain; whether it be that they pay no taxes, and 
enjoy the liberty of hunting and fifbing, or that the eafinefs of their life, puts them 
upon a level with the nobility. The pooreft of them have for arpents * of ground.in 
front, and thirty or forty in depth: the whole country being a continued foreft of lofty 
trees, the flumps of which muft be grubbed up before they can make ufe of a plough. 

It is true, this is a troublefome and chargeable talk at firfl; but in a fhort time after they 
make up their Ioffes; for when the virgin ground is capable of receiving feed, it yields 
an increafe to the rate of an hundred-fold. Com is there fown in May, Mid reaped 
about the middle of September. Inftead of threfhing the fheafs in the field, they con- 
vey<iem to bams, where they lie till the coldefl feai'on of the winter, at which time the 
grain is more eafily difengaged from the ear. In this country they likewife fow peafe, 
which are much efteemed in France. All forts of grain are very cheap here, as well as 
butchers meat and fowl. The price of wood is airnoft nothing, in comparifon with the 
charge of its carriage, which after all is very inconfiderable. 

Moll of the inhabitants are a free fort of people that removed hither from France, and 
brought with them but little money to let up withal: the reft are thofe who were 
foldiers about thirty or forty years ago, at which time the regiment of Carignan was 
broke, and they exchanged a military poll for the trade of agriculture. Neither the 
one nor the other paid auy thing for the grounds they poffefs, no more than the officers 
of thtfe troops, who marked out to themfelves certain portions of unmanured and 
woody lands; for this vaft continent is nothing elfe than one contiuucd foreft. The 
governors-gencral allowed the officers three or four leagues of ground in front, with as 
much depth as they pleated; and at the fame time the officers gave the foldiers as much 
ground as they pleafed, upon the condition of the payment of a crown per arpent, by 
way of fief. 

After the reform of thefe troops, fcveral fhips were fent hither from France, with a 
cargo of women of an ordinary reputation, under the direction of fome old ftale nuns, 
who ranged them in three claffcs. The veftai virgins were heaped up, (if I may fo 
fpcak) one above another, in three different apartments, where the bridegrooms Angled 
out their brides, juft as a butcher does an ewe from arnongft a flock of fheep. In thefe 
three fcraglios, there was fuch variety and change of diet as could fatisfy the raoftr 
whimfical appetites; for here was Ionic big, fome little, fome fair, fome brown, fome fat 
and fome meagre; in fine, there was luch accommodation that every one might 
be fitted to his mind: and indeed the market had fuch a run, that in fifteen days time, 
they were ail difpofed of. I am tokl, that the fatteft went off beft, upon the apprehen- 
ilon that thefe being lefs aftive, would keep truer to their engagements, and hold out 
better againlt the nipping cold of the winter: but after all, a great many of the he¬ 
ad venturers found themfelves miftaken in their meafures. However, let that be as it 
will, it affords a very curious remark,namely, that in fome parts of the world, to which 
the vicious European women are tranfported, the mob of thofe countries does ferioully- 
believe that their fins arc fo defaced by the ridiculous chriftening I took notice of before, 
that they are looked upon ever after as ladies of virtue, of honour, and of untarnifhed . 
condudt of life. The J'parks that wanted to be married made their addreffes to the above 
mentioned governeffes, to whom they were obliged to give an account of their goods 
and eltates before they were allowed to make their choice in the three feraglios. 
After the choice was determined, the marriage was concluded upon the fpot, in the 

* An arpeot is a fpot of ground, containing one hundred perches fjuare, each of which is eighteen 
f;et long. 
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prefence of a priell, and a public notary; and the next day the governor-general 
bellowed upon the married couple a bull, a cow, a hog, a fow, a cock, a hen, two 
barrels of fait meat, and eleven crowns; together with a certain coat of arms called by 
the Greeks The officers having a nicer tafte than the foldiers, made their ap¬ 

plication to the daughters of the ancient gentlemen of the country, or thofe of the 
richer fort of inhabitants; for you know, that Canada has been poffcffed by the 
French above an hundred years. 

In this country every one lives in a good and a well fumiffied houfe; and moll of 
the houfes are of wood, and two (lories high. Their chimnies are very large, by reafon 
of the prodigious fires they make to guard themfelves from the cold, which is .there 
beyond all meafure, from the month of December to that of April. During that fpace 
of time, the river is always frozen over, notwithftanding the flowing and ebbing of the 
fea; and the fnow upon the ground is three or four feet deep; which is very llrange 
in a country that lies in the latitude of 47 0 and fome odd minutes. Moll people 
impute the extraordinary fnow to the number of mountains with which this vail con¬ 
tinent is replenilhed. Whatever is in that matter, I mull take notice of one thing, 
that feems very llrange, namely, that the -fumtner days are longer here than at Paris. 
The weather is then fo clear and ferene, that in three weeks time you (hall not fee a 
cloud in the horizon. 1 hope to go to Quebec with the firff opportunity; for 1 have 
orders to be in a readinefs to embark within fifteen days for Monreal, which is the 
city of this country, that lies farthell up towards the head of the river. I am. 

Sir, yours, &c. 


LETTER III. 

Dated at Quebec, May 15,1684* 

' Containing an ample Dcfcription of the City of Quebec , and of the 1 Jland of Orleans. 

Sir, 

BEFORE I fetoutfor Monreal, I had the curiofity to view the ifland of Orleans, 
which is feven leagues in length, and three in breadth : it extends from over againll 
<*peT ourmente, to within a league and a half of Quebec, at which place the river 
divides itfelf into two branches. The (hips fail through the South Channel; for the 
North Channel is fo foul with Ihelves and rocks, that the fmall boats can only pals that 
way. The ifland belongs to a General Farmer of France, who would make out of it a 
thoufand crowns of yearly rent, if himfelf had the management of it. It is furrounded 
with plantations that produce all forts of grain. 

Quebec is the metropolitan of New France, being almoll a league in circumference; 
it lies in the latitude of 47 0 12'. The longitude of this place is uncertain, as well as 
that of feveral other countries, with the leave of the geographers, that reckon you up 
one thoufand two hundred leagues from Rochelle to Quebec, without taking the pains 
to meafure the courfe: however, I am fure that it lies but at too great a dillance from 
France for the lhips that are bound hither; for their paffage commonly lafts for two 
months and a half, whereas the homeward-bound lhips may in thirty or forty days failing 
eafily make the Belle Ille, which is the lurell and moll ufual land that a (hip makes 
upon a long voyage. The reafon of this difference is, that the winds are eafterly for 
one hundred days of the year, and welterly for two hundred andfixty. 


• Horns, 
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Quebec is divided into the upper and lower city. The merchants live hi the latter, 
for the conveniency of the harbour: upon which they have built very fine houfes, three 
ftory high, of a fort of ftone that is as hard as marble. The upper or high city is full 
as populous and as well adorned as the lower. Both cities are commanded by a caftle, 
that Hands upon the higheft ground. This caftle is the refidence of the governors, arid 
affords them not only convenient apartments, but the nobleft and molt extenfive profpeft 
in the world. Quebec wants two effential things, namely, a key and fortifications: 
though both the one and the other might be eafily made, confidering the conveniency 
of /tones lying upon the fpot. It is incompaffed with feveral fprings, of the bed frem 
waterin the world, which the inhabitants draw out of wells; for they are fo ignorant 
of tn£ hydroftatics, that not one of them knows how to convey the water to certain 
bafins, in order to raife cither flat or fpouting fountains. Thofe who live on the river- 
fidc, in the lower city, are not half fo much pinched with the cold as the inhabitants of 
the upper; befides that the former have a peculiar conveniency of tranfporting in boats, 
corn, wood, and other neceffaries to the very doors of their houfes: but as the latter are 
more expofed to the injuries of the cold, fo they enjoy the benefit and plcafure of a 
cooler l'ummer. The way which leads from the one city to the other is pretty broad, 
and adorned with houfes on each fide j only it is a little deep. Quebec ftands upon a 
very uneven ground ; and, its houfes are not uniform. The intendant lives in a bottom, 
at fotne fmall diftance from the fide of a little river, which, by joining the river of St. 
Lawrence, coops up the city in a right angle. His houfe is the palace in which the 
fovereign council affembles four times a week; and on one fide of which we fee great 
magazines of ammunition and provifions. There arc fix churches in the high city: 
the cathedral confilts of a bi/hop, and twelve prebendaries, who live in common in the 
chapter-houfe, the magnificence and architefture of which is truly wonderful. Thefe 
poor prie/ls are a very good fort of people; they content themfelves with bare necef- 
iaries, and meddle with nothing But the affairs of the church, where the lervicc is per¬ 
formed after the Roman way. The fecond church is that of the Jefuits, which ftands 
in the center of the city ; and is a fair, /lately, and well lighted edifice. The great 
altar of the Jefuits’ church is adorned with four great cylindrical columns of one ftone; 
the ftone being a fort of Canada prophyry, and black as jet, without either fpots or veins. 
Thefe fathers have very convenient and large apartments, beautified with pleafant 
gardens, and feveral rows of trees, which are fo thick and bu/hy, that in fummer one 
might take their walks for an ice-houfe: and indeed we may fay without ftretching, 
that there is ice not far from them, for the good fathers are never without a referve in 
two or three places, for the cooling of their drink. Their college is fo fmall, that at 
the belt they have fcarcc fifty fcholars at a time. The third church is that of the Recol¬ 
lects, who, through the interceflion of Count Frontenac, obtained leave of the King to 
build a little chapel, (which I call a church) notwithftanding the remonftrances of Mr, 
He Laval, our biihop, who, in concert with the Jefuits, ufed his utmoft efforts for ten 
years together to hinder it. Before the building of this chapel, they lived in a little 
hofpital that the bi/hop had ordered to be built for them; and fome of them continue 
there /till. The fourth church is that of the Urfelines, which has been burned down 
two or three times, and /till rebuilt to advantage. The fifth is that of the Hofpital- 
order, who takeja particular care of the fick, though themfelves are poor, and but ill 
lodged. 

The fovereign council is held at Quebec. It confifts of twelve counfellors of Ca- 
paly de Spada % who are the fupreme judicature, and decide all caufes without appeal. 

* See the explication table. 
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The intendant claims a right of being prefidentjfo the council; but in the juftice-hall 
the governor-general places himfelf fo as to face him, the judges being fet on both 
Tides of them, fo that one would think they are both prefidenis. While Monfieur tie 
Frontenac was in Canada, he laughed at the pretended precedency of the intendants; 
nay, he ufed the members of that affembly as roughly as Cromwell did the parlia¬ 
ment of England. At this court every one pleads his own cuufe, for folicitors or 
barrifters never appear there ; by which means it comes to pals, that law-fuits are 
-quickly brought to a period, without demanding court-fees or any other charges from 
the contending parties. The judges, who have but four hundred livres a year from the 
King, have a difpenfation of not wearing the robe and the cap. Befides this tribunal, 
we have in this country a lieutenant-general, both civil and military, an attornej'-geue- 
ral, the great provoft, and a chief-juftice in eyre. 

The way of travelling in the winter, whether in town or country, is that of fledges 
drawn by horfes; who are fo infenfible of the cold, that 1 have feen fifty or fixty of 
them in January and February (land in the fnow up to their breaft, in the midft of a 
wood, without ever offering to go near their owner’s houfe. l<\ the winter-time they 
travel from Quebec to Monreal upon the ice, the river being then froz- -i over; and 
upon that occafion thefe fledges will run you fifteen leagues a day. Olliers have their 
fledges drawn by two maftiff dogs, but then they are longer by the way. As for their 
way of travelling in fuminer, 1 (hall tranfmit you an account of it, when I come to 
be better informed. I am told that the people of this country will go a thoufand 
leagues in canoes of bark ; a description of which you may exped, as loon as I have 
made, ufe of them. 'The eafterly winds prevail here commonly in the fpring and au¬ 
tumn ; and the wefterly have the afeendant in winter and fuminer. Adieu, Sir: I mult 
now make an end of my letter, for my matter begins to run ihort. All 1 can fay is, 
that as foon as I am better inftruded in what relates to the commerce, and the civil 
and ecclefiaftical government of the country, I will tranfmit you fuch exad memoirs 
of the fame, as (hall give you full fatisfadion. Thefe you may exped with the firlfc 
opportunity; for in all appearance our troops will return after the conclufion of the 
campaign that we are now going to make in the country of the Iroqucfe, under the 
command of Monfieur de la Barre. In feven or eight days time I mean to embark for 
aMonreal; and in the meantime am going to make a progrefs to the villages to the 
Scilleri, of Saut de la Chaudiere, and of Lorete, which are inhabited by the Abe- 
nakis and the Hurons. Thefe places are not above three or four leagues off; fo that 
I may return with eafe next week. As for the manners of the people, I cannot pre¬ 
tend to deferibe them fo foon; for a juft obfervation and knowledge of thefe things 
cannot be compaffed without time. I have been this winter at hunting with thirty or 
forty young Algonkins, who were well-made clever fellows.'- My delign in accompa¬ 
nying them was to learn their language, which is mightily efteemed in this country; 
for all the other nations for a thoufand leagues round (excepting the Iroquefe and the 
Hurons) underftand it perfedly well; nay, all their cefpcdive tongues come as near 
to this, as the Portuguefe does to the Spanifh. I have already made myfelf mafter of 
fome words with a great deal of facility; and they being mightily pleafed in feeing a 
granger ftudy their tongue, take all imaginable pains to inftruft me. 

I am, Sir, yours, &c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER IV. 

Dated atMonrcal, June 14, 1684. 

Containing a brief Dcfcription of the Habitations of the Savages in the Neighbourhood of 
Quebec: of the River of Saint Lawrence , EsV. as far up as Monreal: of a curious 
way of ffhing Eels, and of the Cities ofFois Rivieres and Monreal: together with an 
Account of the Conduct of the Forejl Rangers* or Pedlars . 

\ S,R ’ 

BEFORE my departure from Quebec, I vifited the adjacent villages inhabited by 
the favages. The village of Lorete is peopled by two hundred families of Hurons, 
who were converted to Chriflianity by the Jefuits, though with a great deal of reluc- 
tancy. The villages of Sillcry and of Saut de la Chaudiere, are compofed of three 
hundred families of Abenakis, who are likewife Chriftians, and among whom the 
Jefuits have fettled miflionaries. 1 returned to Quebec time enough, and embarked 
under the conduit of a mailer, that would rather have had a lading of goods than of 
foldiers. The north-call winds wafted us in five or fix days to Trois Rivieres, which 
is the name of a finail city, fcated at the dillance of thirty leagues from hence. That 
city derives its name from three rivers, that fpring from one channel, and after con¬ 
tinuing their divilion for fome fpace, re-unite into a joint ftreatn, that falls into the 
river of Saint Lawrence, about half a quarter of a league below the town. Had we 
failed all night the tides would have carried us thither in two days time; but in regard 
that the river is full of rocks and /helves, we durft not venture upon it in the dark ; 
fo we came to an anchor every night, which did not at all dil'pleafe me; for in the 
courfe of thirty leagues (notwithstanding the darknefs of the night) it gave nni an 
opportunity of viewing an infinite number of habitations on each fide of the river, 
which are not above a mulket-lhot dillant one from another. The inhabitants that are 
fettled between Quebec and fifteen leagues higher, diverted me very agreeably with 
the fifhing of eels. At low water they ftretch out hurdles to the lowelt water-mark; 
and that fpace of ground being then dry by the retreat of the water, is covered over 
and (hut up by the hurdles. Between the hurdles they place at certain diftances in- 
llruments called ruches, from the rcfetnblance they bear to a bee-hive; befides bas¬ 
kets and little nets belagged upon a pole, which they call bouteux and bouts de quic- 
vres. Then they let all itand in this falhion for three months in the fpring, and two 
in the autumn. Now as often as the tide comes in, the eels looking out for lhallow 
places, and making towards the fhore, croud in among the hurdles, which hinder them 
afterwards to retire with the cbh-water; upon that they are forced to bury themfclves 
in the above-mentioned engines, which are fometitnes fo overcrammed, that they break. 
When it is low water the inhabitants take outthefe eels, which are certainly the biggell 
and the longeft in the world. They fait them up in barrels, where they will keep a 
whole year without lpoiling : and, indeed, they give an admirable relilh in all fauces; 
nay, there is nothing that the council of Quebec defires more, than that this filhery 
ihould be equally plentiful in all years. * , 

Trois Rivieres is a little paltry town, feated in the latitude of 46° $ it is not fort:'- 
fied neither with flone nor pales. The river to which it owes its name takes its rife an 
hundred leagues to the north-weft, from the greateft ridge of mountains in the uni- 

* Courcurs de Bois. Sec the explication table, 
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verfe. The Algonkins, who arc at prefent an cy-atic fort of favages, and, like the 
Arabs, have no fettled abode; that people, I fay, feklom ftraggle far from the banks 
' * ‘ ‘ 1 "“se*cellent beaver-hunting. In former times the 
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i goes by the name of Villemaric, or Monrcal, lies in the latitude 
“Sees, bring feated in an ifland of the fame name, which is about 
I fourteen leagues long. The directors of the fiuninary of Saint 
|«e the proprietors of the tiland, and have the nomination of a 
, . at&er magiftrttes f pay, is* former times, they had the privilege of 

aafljrir jl wfesmsr. This little town, lies dll open without any fortification utht r 
' ^ ‘ * but >*• fituatjbq isfo advantageous, notwithllanding that it Hands 

J grotmd, that it might eafily be made an impregnable polt. 
ace, which raps fa&fibj foe ooufes on one fide of this town, 

; reafo4pf fol flsp|fe£for about half a quarter of a league 
It UkOitf the governor of the town, who 
jft to grot fifty thouland in a few 
““he bailiff of the town gets but 
merchants are the only per- 
the gl.cat lakes of Canada 
tity of^beaversjflrins, to^bc 

from hence every ytar fevcral canoes foil of merchandize, which they difpole of 

, among 


upon i 
*1 he ril| 
is not 
higher) 
has bi 
years, 
little b 
Tons 
come i 


ths 















LAHONTAN's TRAVELS IN CANADA. 2 6 J 

among all the lavage nations of the .continent, by way of exchange for beaver Ikins. 
Seven or eight days ago I faw twenty-five or thirty of thefe canoes return with heavy 
cargoes ; each fcanoe was managed by two or three men, and carried twenty hundred 
weight, c. forty packs of beaver Ikins, which are worth a hundred crowns a-piece. 
Thefe canoes had been a year and eighteen months out. You would be amazed if you 
faw how lewd thefe pedlars are when they return; how they feaft and game, and how 
prodigal they are, not only in their cloaths, but upon women. Such of them as are 
married have the wifdom to retire to their own houles ; but the bachelors aft juft as 
our Eaft Indiamen and pirates are wont to do; for they lavilh, cat, drink, and play 
alknvay, as long as the goods hold out; and when thefe are gone, they even fell their 
emo.wulery, their lace, and their cloaths. This done, they are forced to go upon a 
new voyage for fubfiftence. 

The direftors of the feminary of St. Sulpitius, take care to fend miflionaries hither 
from time to time, who live under the direftion of a fuperior, that is very much refpec- 
ted in the country. They have apartments allotted for them in a ftately, great, and 
pleafant houfe, built of freeftone. This houfe is built after the model of that of St. 
Sulpice at Paris, and the altar Hands by itfelf, juft like that at Paris. Their feignories 
or cantons that lie on the fouth fide of the ifland, produce a confiderable revenue; for 
the plantations are good, and the inhabitants are rich in corn, cattle, fowl, and a thou, 
land other commodities) for which they find a market in the city; but the north part 
of the ifland lies wafte. Thefe direftors would never fuffer the Jefuits or Recollefts to 
difplay their banners here; though it is conjeftured that at the long run they will 
be forced to confent to it. At the diftance of a league from the town, I faw at the 
foot of a mountain, a plantation of Iroquefe Chriftians, who are inftrufted by two 
priefts of the order of Sulpitius; and I am informed of a larger and more populous 
plantation on the other fide of the river, at the diftance of two leagues from hence, 
which is taken care of by Father firuyas the Jefuit. I hope to fet out from hence, as 
foon as M. de la Barre receives advice from France; for he defigns to leave Quebec 
upon the arrival of the firft Ihip. I refolve to go to Fort Frontenac, upon the lake 
that goes by the fame name. If l may credit thofe who have been formerly in aftion 
again!! the Iroquefe, I Khali be able upon my return from this campaign, to inform 
you of fome things that will feem as ftrange to you, as they will be duagreeable to 
myfelf. 

1 am. Sir, yours, &c. 


LETTER V. 

Dated at Monreal, June r8, 1684. 

In which is contained a Jhort Account of the Iroquefe, with a View of the War and Peace 
they made with the French , and of the Means by which "it was brought about. 

Sir, 

I WROTE to you but four days ago, and did not think to have heard from you fo 
foon; but this morning I met with a very agreeable furprifal, in receiving a packet 
addrefl'ed to me by your brother. You may be fure I was infinitely well pleated, in 
being given to underftand what has paffed in Europe fince I left it. The knowledge 
of the affairs of Europe is comfortable to one that is doomed to another world, fuch 
as this is j and I cannot but acknowledge myfelf infinitely indebted to you, for the 

mm 2 exaftnefis 



468 LAIIONTAN's TRAVELS IN CANADA. 

I 

exactnefs of your Intelligence. Inafmuch as yoy require of me an Recount of tficr 
Iroquefe, and would have me to prefent you with a juft view of their termer and govern¬ 
ment ; I would willingly fatisfy and oblige you in that or any other point: but in regard 
that I am obliged to let out for Fort Frontenac the day after to-morrow, 1 have not 
time to inform myfelf of things, or to confult thofc who have been in the country be¬ 
fore : io that all 1 can do at prefent, is only to acquaint you with what 1 have learned 
this winter, from perfons that have fojourned twenty years among them. As foon as 
I have an opportunity of enlarging my knowledge upon that head, by a more imme¬ 
diate converfation with theinfclves, you may aflure yourfelf that I will impart it to you- 
In the mean time be pleafed to accept of what follows. 

Thefe barbarians are drawn up in five cantons, not unlike thofe of the Stifles. 
Though thefe cantons are all of one nation, and united in one joint intereft, yet they 
go by different names, viz. the Tibnontouans, the Goyogoans, the Onnoragues, the 
Onoyouts, and the Agnies. Their language is almoft the fame, and the five village s 
or plantations in which they live, lie at thf diftance of thirty leagues one from another, 
being all feated near the fouth fide of the lake of Ontario, or of Frontenac. Every year 
the five cantons fend deputies to aflift at the Union fcaft, and to fmoak in the great 
calumet, or pipe, of the five nations. Each village or canton contains about fourteen 
thoufand fouls, i. c. fifteen hundred that bear arms, two thoufynd fuperannuated men, 
four thoufand women, two thoufand maids, and four thoufand children : though in¬ 
deed forne will tell you, that each village has not above ten or eleven thoufand fouls. 
There has been an alliance of long Handing between thefe nations and the Englifli, and 
by trading in furs to New York they are fupplied by the Englifli with arms, ammuni¬ 
tion, and all other neceflaries at a cheaper rate than the French can afford them at. 
They have no other confideraion for England or France, than what depends upon the 
occafion they have for the commodities of thefe two nations ; though after all they give 
an over-purchafe, for they pay for them four times mofe than they are worth. They 
laugh at the menaces of our kings and governors, for they have no notion of drpend- 
ance, nay, the very word is to them inlupportable. The look upon thcmf’elves as 
fovereigns, accountable to none but God alone, whom they call the Great Spirit. They 
waged war with us almoft always, from the firft fcttlement of our colonies in Canada, 
t* the firft years of the Count of Frontenac’s government. Meflieurs de Courfelleu 
and de Traci, both of them governors-general, made head againft the Agnies upon the 
Champlain Lake, in winter as well as in fummer; but they could not boaft of any 
great luccefs. They only burnt their villages, and carried oil’ lbme hundreds of their 
children, of whom the above-mentioned Iroquefe Chriftians are fprung. It is true, they 
cut off' ninety or an hundred warriors; but in compenfation for that, feveral Cana- 
dans, and feveral foldiers of the regiment of Carignan, being unprovided againft the 
unfufferable cold of the climate, loft their limbs, and even their life itl'elf. Count 
Frontenac, who fucceeded M. Courfelle, perceiving that the barbarians had the ad¬ 
vantage of the Europeans, as to the waging of war in that country ; upon this appre- 
henfion, 1 fay, he declined fuch fruitlel’s expeditions, which were very chargeable to 
the King, and ufed all his efforts to difpofe the favages to a fincere and lading peace. 
This judicious governor had three things in view: the firft was to encourage the 
greateft part of the French inhabitants, who would have abdicated the colony, and 
returned to France, if the war had continued. Ill’s fccond topic was, that the couclu- 
fion of a peace would difpofe an infinity of people to marry, and to grub up the trees, 
upon winch the colony would be better peopled and enlarged. The third argu¬ 
ment that diffuuded him from carrying on the war, was a defign of purfuing the 
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dlfcovery of the lakes, and of the favages that live upon their banks, in order to fettle 
a commerce with them, and at the fame time to engage them in our interefts, by good 
alliances, in cafe of a rupture with the Iroquefe. Upon the confidcration of thefe 
reafons, he fent fome Canadans by way of a formal embafly to the Iroquefe tillages, in 
order to acquaint them, that the King being informed that a groundlefs war was 
carried on againft them, had font him from France to make peace with them. At the 
fame time the atnbaifadors had orders to flipulate all the advantages they could obtain 
with reference to the commerce. The Iroquefe heard this propoi'al with a great deal 
of fatisfailion ; for Charles II. King of England, had ordered his governor in New 
Yo^ to represent to them, that if they continued to wage war with the French, they 
were Ruined, and that they would find themfelves crufhed by the numerous forces that 
were ready to fail from France. In elfecl, they promifed to the ambalfadors that four 
hundred of their number lliould meet Count Frontenac, attended by an equal number 
of his men, at the place where Fort Frontenac now (lands. Accordingly, fome months 
after, both the one and the other met at the place appointed, and fo a peace was con¬ 
cluded. M. de la Salle was very ferviceable to this governor, in giving him good and 
feafonable advice, which I cannot now enter upon, being obliged to make fome pre¬ 
parations for my voyage. When the campaign is over, you may expecl to hear from 
me. In the mean time, | 

1 am, Sir, yours, See. 


L E T T F. R VI. 

Dated at Monreal, June 20, 16S4. 

firing an ample Defcription of the Canoes made of Birch-Bark , in which the Canadans 
perform all their Voyages ; witjj an Account of the Manner in •which they are made 
and managed. 

Sir, 

I THOUGHT to have fet out as this day; but in regard that our complement of 
great canoes is not yet brought up, our voyage is put oil"for two days. Having fo much 
loifuro time upon my hands, I have a mind to employ it in prefenting you with a fhort 
view of thefe (lender contrivances in which the Canadans perform all their voyages : 
and this will furnilh you an idea of the voiture of this country. 1 faw but now above 
an hundred canoes, lome great and fome little; but confidcring that the former arc 
only proper for martial expeditions, and long voyages, 1 lhall confine my defeription to 
that fort. Even the great ones are of different fixes; for they run from ten to twenty- 
eight feet long. Indeed the lead of all hold but two perfons fet upon their breech, as 
in a cofiin, and are apt to overfet, if the palfengers move to one lido or the other: but 
tiiofe of a larger fixe will eafily afford (towage for fourteen perfons; though they are 
commonly manned only with three men, when they arc: employed in tranlportiiig pro- 
vilions and merchandize ; and even then they will carry twenty hundred weight. The 
largell fort are fafo and Heady, when they are made of the bark of the birch-tree, which 
comes olF with hot water in the winter time. The greated trees atford the bed barks 
for canoes; but oftentimes the bark of one tree is not fuilicient. The bottom of the ' 
boat is all of one piece, to which the lidos arc fo artfully fewed by the favages, that the 
whole boat appears as one continued bark. They are trimmed and llrengthencd with 
wicker wreaths, and ribs of cedar wood, which are ahnod as light as cork; the wreaths 
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are as thick as a crown-piece; but the bark has me thicknefs of two crowns] and the 
ribs are as thick as three. On the two fides of tire boat there run from one end to the 
other two principal head-bars, in which the ends of the ribs areenchafed, and in which 
the fpars jflte made fail, that run acrofs the boat and keep it compact. Thefe boats have 
twenty inches in depth, that is from the upper edge to the platform of the ribs; their 
length extends to twenty-eight feet, and the width at the middle rib is computed to be 
four feet and a half. They are very convenient upon the account of their extreme 
lightnefs, and the drawing of very little water; but at the fame time, their brittle and 
tender fabrick. is an argument of an equivalent inconveniency; for if they do but to.uch 
or grate upon done or land, the cracks of the bark fly open, upo n which the water gets 
in, and fpoils the provifions and merchandize: every day there is fome new chink or 
feam to be gummed over. At night there are always unloaded, and carried on ihore, 
where they are made fall with pegs, left the wind ftiould blow them away: for they are 
fo light that two men cany them upon their Ihoulders with eafe. This convenience of 
lightnefs and eafy carriage renders them very ferivceable in the rivers of Canada, which 
are full of cataracts, water-falls, and currents: for in thefe rivers we are obliged either 
to tranfport them over-land where fuch obftrudtions happen, or elfe to tow them along 
where the current is not over rapid, and the fhore is acceflible. Thefe boats are of no 
ufe for the navigation of lakes; for the waves would fwallow them up, if they could 
not reach the Ihore when a wind arifes. It is true the inhabitants venture in them for 
four or five leagues from one ifland to another; but then it is always in calm weather, 
and nothing is made ufe of but oars; for befldes the rifque of being over-let, the goods 
are in danger of being damaged by the water, efpecially the furs which are the moft 
valuable part of the cargo. When the feafon ferves, they carry little fails; but if the 
wind be but a little brifk, though they run right afore it, it is itnpofliblc to make any ufe 
of it without running the rilk of fhipwreck. If their courfe lies diredly fouth, they 
cannot put up fail without the wind ftands at one of the eight points, between north-well 
and north-eaft; and if a wind happens to fpring any where elfe, (unlefs if , comes from 
the land which they coaft along) they are obliged to put into the Ihore witty all pofiible 
expedition, and unload the boat out of hand till fuch time as a calm returns.', 

As for the working of thefe boats, the canoe-men ply fometiines on ttyeir knees, 
t namely, when they run down the fmall water-falls; fometimes Handing, when they 
ftem a current, by fetting the boat along with poles, and fometimes fitting, viz. in 
fmooth and ftagnating water. The oars they make ufe of are made of n'taple-wood, 
(there is a rude print in the original.) The blade of the oar is twenty inches 
long, fix inches broad, and four lines thick, the handle is about three foot long 
and as big as a pigeon’s egg. When they have occaflon to run up rjgainft rapid 
currents, they make ufe of poles made of pine-wood, and the fetting of the; boat along 
with thefe is what they call piquer de fond. The canoes have neither fterr'i nor prow, 
' for they run to a point at both ends, neither have they keels, nails, or jwgs, in the 
whole uru&ure. The fteerfman, or he who conns the boats, rows without i nterruption 
as well as the reft. The common purchafe of fuch a boat is eighty crov/ns j but it 
does not laft above five or fix years. 

This day I have received advice that M. de la Barre has raifed the mil r itia in the 
neighbourhood of Quebec, and that the governor of this iiland has received orders to 
have that of the adjacent cantons in readmefs to march. ‘ 

7 I am, Sir, ycj»urs, &c. 
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LETTER VIL 

Dated at Monreal, Nov. 2, 1684. 

'he^^ttfe of the River of St. Lawrence, from Monreal to the fit ft great 
fjjada, with the Water falls, Catarafis, and Navigation of that Rmr as 
frontcnac, and the Advantages that accrue ft om it. Togithcr with a cn cum- 
Eggjgtfrf the Expedition of M. de la Baric, the govanoi-guicral, agatnjl 
|||||K speeches he madi, the Repins he received, and the final Aicmmoda- 


:ampaign, and I am now returned in fafety to 
iftory ot our campaign, be plcafed to know th${ 
iny lad, I embarked on board of a eanoe that 
n» Every canoe contained two foMferW 
f me river till we arrived’at'Saut de 
l&cfrit • ttSdeHvfiter-fall, btit fb 
‘water up^to their 

kd the Cafcades, when* we were forced to turn 
out and carry our boats and baggage overland about half a quarter of a league. It is 
true, we might have towed our boats aguind the dream in this place with foine 
labour, but there was a cataiad a little above it, which they call le Catarafteduliou. 

I had taken up a notion that the qnly difficult) of lading up the ri\er confuLd in the 
tumble ot land-canlage: but when I came to be a lpechtor of the matter, I found 
that the Hemming of the cumins whether 111 towing of the 1 moes, or in fctting them 
along with poles was tquallj laboiious. About hvc or fix leagues higher we to 
the water-falls cdled Sauts dcs (Wires, and du Builfon, where we were, fiafjgM W 
tianfport our boats five hundred paces overland. Some leagues abov&*lHf w® 
•nteied the lake ot St. 1 m am is, which is faid to be twenty leagues in circBttl| 9 Ntpee» 
and having ciofled it, met with as Itrong currents as before, particularly Xt a fid*, 
callt 1 Loo > Saut, where we hail ricourle to land-carriage for half a league. Then 
we wtie U iced to diag up the boats againft the rapid lb cam, and after t great 4pjB 
ol fatigue came at hit to a pafs called la Galcte, bom whence we had bpt twenty 
lcagui s lulling to Foit Fromeiiac. This pafs was the lad difficulty we hftd to 
mount, lor abo\c it th< water was as dill as that of a pool, and then OUT WSterpga- 
plied with their o?:s indcad of pole's. 

1 he Maringouins, which we call Midges, are unfufferablf‘fHWblefotne (R 
countries of Canada. We were haunted with fuch cloud® them* that Wf ^thought 
to be 1 at up, anel fmoking being the only artifice that could keep them remedy 

was worfe than the difeafe: in the night-time the people 

in bowers or aibouis, made after the following manner■ ^^Swjj^^nto < i hyftin ffilL 
dakeo or little brancMp of trees, at a 'To to form 

a lcmiurcular figure, jk which they put a quilt and bcxUela ifcfff coverukInwove etaki 
&«* that/al|pf <» ground on 


ft, cover 


is to form 
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We landed at Fort Frontenac after twenty iktys failing, and immediately upon our 
arrival, M. Duta, our cormnander-in-chief, viewed the fortifications of the place, and 
three large barks that lay at anchor in the port. We repaired the foi tifica'ions in a 
very little time, and fitted up the three barks. This lort was a iquare, confiding of 
large curtains flanked with four little baftions ; thefe flanks had but two battlements, 
and the walls were fo low, that one might eafily climb upon them without a 1 aider. 
After M. do la Salle concluded the peace with the Iroquefe, the King belt owed upon 
him and his heirs the property of this place : but he was fo negligent, that inftead of 
enriching himfelf by the commerce it might have aflbrdcd, he was confnlerably out of 
pocket upon it. To my mind this fort is fituated ve v y advantageouily lor a "trade 
with the five Iroquefe nations, for their villages lie in the neighbourhood of fhe lake, 
upon which they may tranfport their furs in canoes with more eafe than they can 
carry them overland to New York. In time of war I take it to be indelenfible, for 
the catara&s and currents of the river are fuch, that fifty Iroquefe may there flop 
five hundred French, without any other arms but Hones. Do but confider. Sir, that 
for twenty leagues together the river is fo rapid, that we dare not fet the canoe four 
paces off the fhorc; befides, Canada being nothing but a foreft, as I intimated above, 
it is impoffible to travel there without falling every foot into ambufeades, cfpecially 
upon the banks of this river, which are lined with thick woods, that render them inac- 
ceflible. None but the favages can fkip from rock to rock, anil fcour through the 
thickets as it were an open field. If we were capable of fuch adventures, we might 
inarch five or fix hundred men by land to guard the canoes that carry the provifions ; 
but at the fame time it is to be considered, that before they arrived at the fort, they would 
confume more provifions than the canoes can carry, not to mention that the Iroquefe 
would Hill out-number them. As to the particulars relating to the fort, I fliall take 
notice of them when I come to give a general deicription of New France. 

While we continued at Fort Frontenac, the Iroquefe who live at Gancouffc and 
Ouente, at the diftance of feven or eight leagues from thence, threw in upon us harts, 
roebucks, turkies, and lifh, in exchange for needles, knives, powder and ball. 
Towards the end of Auguft, M. dc la Barre joined us, but he was dangeroully ill of 
a fever, which raged in like manner among moft of his militia, fo that only our three 
Companies were free from ficknefs. This fever was of the intermitting kind, and the 
ccmvulfivc motions, tremblings, and frequency of the pulfe that attended the cold fit, 
were fo violent, that mod of our fick men died in the fecund or third fit; their blood 
was of a blackifh brown colour, and tainted with a fort of yellowilh ferutn, not unlike 
pus or corrupt matter. M. dc la Barre’s phyfician, who, in my opinion, knew as 
little of the true caufes of fevers as Hippocrates or Galen, and a hundred ‘ihouland 
befides; this mighty phyfician, 1 fay, pretending to trace the caufo of the fever I now 
fpeak of, imputed it to the unfavourable qualities of the air and the aliment. Ilis 
plea was, that the exceflive heat of the fcafon put the vapours or exhalations into an 
over-rapid motion; that the air was fo over-rarifiod, that we did not fuck in a fufficicnt 
quantity of it, that the ftnall quantity we did receive was loaded with infects and 
impure corpufculums, which the fatal neceflity of refpiration obliged us to fwallow, 
and that by this means nature was put into diforder: he added, that the ufc of 
brandy and fait meat loured the blood, that this foumefs occafioncd a fort of coagula¬ 
tion ol the chyle and blood, that the coagulation hindered it to circulate through the 
heart uuL a due degree of celerity, and that thereupon there enfued an extraordinary 
fermentation, which is nothing elfe but a fever. But after all, to my mind, this 
gentleman’s lyltun was too much upon the Iroquefe drain ; for at that rate the dif- 

temper 
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temper muft have feized all without: <&linftion, whereas neither our foldiers nor the 
feafoned Canadans were troubled with if, for it raged only among the militia, who 
bong unacquainted with the way of fetting the boats with poles, were forced at every 
turn tp get into the water and drag them up againft the rapid ftream: now, the waters 
of that country being naturally cold, and the heat being exceffive, the blood might 
thereupon freeze by way of antiperiftafis, and fo occafion the fever I fpeak of, pur¬ 
suant to the common maxim, omnis repentina mutatio eji periculofa , Le. « All fudden 
changes are of dangerous confequence.' 

As fopn as M. de la Barre recovered, he embarked in order to continue his march, 
though he might have eafily known, that after halting fourteen or fifteen days at that 
fort, when the feafon was fo far advanced, he could not pretend to compafs the end 
of his expedition. We rowed night and day, the weather being very calm, and in five 
or fix days came before the river of famine, where we were forced to put in upon the 
apprehenfion of a florin. Here we met with a canoe that M. Dulhut had fent from 
Miflilimakinac, with advice, that purfuant to orders he had engaged the Hurons, 
Outaouas, and fome other people, to joinjhis army ; in which he had above two 
hundred brave foreft rangers*. This news was very acceptable to M. de la Barre; 
but at the fame time he was very much perplexed ; for I am perfuaded he repented 
ofteaer than once, of his qptering upon an expedition that he forefaw would prove fuc- 
cefslefs; and to aggravate the danger of his enterprize, the Iroquefe had at that time 
an opportunity to fall upon us: in fine, after a mature confideration of the confe- 
quences, and of the difficulties that flood in the way, he fent back the canoe to 
M. Dulhut, with orders to difmifs the foreft rangers and favages immediately, wherever 
he was, an| by all means to avoid the approaching to his troops. By good luck 
M. Dulhut had not yet reached Niagara, when he received thefe orders $ with which the 
favages that accompanied him were fo dilfatisfied, that they threw out all manner of 
invedives againft the French natidh. 

As foon as M. de la Barre had difpatched this canoe, he fent M. le Moine to the 
village of the Onnantagues, which lay about eighteen leagues up the river. This 
M. le Moine was a gentleman of Normandy, and highly efteemed by the Iroquefe, 
who called him Akoueffan, i. e. the Partridge. His orders were, to endeavour by 
all means to bring along with him fome of the old-ftanders of that nation ; and ac¬ 
cordingly he returned in a few days, accompanied with one of their moft confidcrable 
grandees, who had a train of thirty young warriors, and was diftinguiihed by the title 
of the grangula. As foon as he debarked, M. de la Barre fent him a prefent of 
bread and wine, and of thirty falmon-trouts, which they fifhed in that place in fuch 
plenty that they brought up a hundred at one call of a net: at the fame time he 
gave the Grandee to underftand, that he congratulated his arrival, and would be glad 
to have an interview with him after he had relied himfelf for fome days. You muft 
know that he had ufed the precaution of fending the fick back to the colony, that 
the Iroquefe might not perceive the weaknefs of his forces ; and to favour the ftrata* 
gem, M. le Moine represented to the Grangula, that the body of the army uras left 
behind at Fort Frontenac, and that the troops he faw in our camp, were the general’s 
guards; but unhappily one of the Iroquefe that had a fmattering of the French tongue, 
having ftrolled in the night-time towards our tents, overheard what we faid, and fo 
revealed the fecret. Two days after their arrival, the Grangula gave notice to M. de 


* See Coureun dc Bois ia the Table. 
N N 
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la Barre, that he was ready for an Interview; an^ accordingly,*!* hour being appointed, 
the whole company appeared. , , 

The Gpuagula fat on the'-feaft fide, being placed'at the head of Ins men, frith his 
pipe in hk mouth» and the great calumet of pea^e before him, Hfe was yery attendve 
to the following harangue, pronounced by our interpreters ; which'you cannot 
well undarftand, without a previous explication of die calumet, and the colters that it 
mentions. 

The, calumet of peace is made of certain ftones, or of marble, whether red, black, 
or white. The pipe or flalk is four or five foot long ; the body of the calumet is 
eight inches long, and the mouth or head in which the tobacco is .lodged, is three 
inches in length; its figure approaches to that of a hammer. The red calumets are 
moft efteemed. The favages make ufe of them for negotiations and ftate affairs, and 
efpecially in voyages; for when they have a calumet in their hand, they go where they 
will in fafety. The calumet is trimmed with yellow, white and green feathers, and 
has the fame effeQ; among the favages that the flag of friendihip has amongft us } for 
to violate the rights of this venerable pipe, is among them a flaming crime, that will 
draw down mifehief upon their nations. As for the colicrs, they are certain fwathes 
of two or three foot in length, and fix inches in breadth ; being decked with little 
beads made of a certain fort of fliclls that they find upon the fea-fhore, between New 
York and Virginia. Ihcfe beads are round, and as thick as a little pea: but they 
are twice as long as a grain of corn : their colour is either blue or white ; and they 
are bored through juft like pearl, being run after the fame manner upon firings that 
lye fideways one to another. Without the intervention of thefo coliors, there is no 
bufinefs to be negotiated with the favages ; for being altogether unacquainted with 
writing, they make ufe of them for contrafts and obligations. Sometimes they keep 
few an age the coliers that they have received from their neighbours ; and in regard 
that every colier has its peculiar mark, they learn from the old nerfous, the circum- 
ftances of the time and place in which they were delivered j but after that age is over, 
they are made ufe of for new treaties. 


M. do la Barre*s Harangue was to this Purpofe. 

“ The King, my mafter, being informed that the five Iroquefe nations have for a 
long time made infractions upon the me.’lures of peace, ordered me to come hither 
with a guard, and to fend Akoucflan to the canton of the Onnotagues, in order to 
an interview with their principal leaders, in the neighbourliood of iny camp. This 
great Monarch means, that you and I fhould fmoak together in the great calumet of 
peace, with the provifo, that you engage in the name of the Tfonnpntouans, Goyo- 
guans, Onnotagues, Onnoyoutes, and Agnics, to make reparation; to his fubjedts, 
and to be guilty of nothing for the future that may occafion a fatal rupture. 

The Tfonnontouans, Govogouans, Qnnotagues, Onnoyoutes and Agnies, have 
ftripped, robbed, and abufed all the foreft rangers, that travelled in the way of trade 
to the country of the Illinefe, of the Oumamis, and feveral other nations, who are 
my mafter’s children. Now this ufage being in high violation of the treaties of peace 
concluded with my predeceffor, I am commanded to demand reparation, and at the 
feme time to declare, that in caie of their refufal to comply with my demands, or of 
relapfing into the like robberies, war is pofitivcly proclaimed.” 

7 


This 
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. Holier mfyf *ny Words good. 

" Warriors of thefe fife nations Have introduced the Engfift to the lakes, 

betfyrfpag to file King, my matter, and into the country of thofe nations to whom my 
mauler is a father: This they haVe done with a defign to ruin the commerce of hie' 
fubje&s, and to obligfe thefe nations to depart from their due allegiance; notwith- 
ttand the renionftrances of the late governor of New York, who faw through the 
danger that both they and the Engliih cxpofi-d themfelvcs to. At prefent I am willing 
to forget thofe aftions ; but if ever you be guilty of the like for the future, I have cx- 
prefs orders to declare war.’* 

This Colter warrants my Words. 

“ The fame warriors have made fevcral barbarous incurfions upon the country of 
the Illinefe and the Oumamis. They have mastered men, women, and children ; 
they have taken, bound, and carried off an infinite number of the natives of thofe coun¬ 
tries, who thought themfelves fecure in their villages in a time of peace. Thefe 
people are my matter’s children, and therefore mutt hereafter ceafe to be your Haves. 

I charge you to reftorc them to their liberty, and to fend them home without delay ; 
for if the five nations refufe to comply with this demand, I have exprefs orders to 
declare war.” 


This Colter makes my Words good. 

«« This is all I had to fay to the Grangula, whom I defire to report to the five na¬ 
tions, this declaration, that my 'matter commanded me to make, lie wiihes they had 
not obliged him to fend a potent army to the Fort of Cataracouy *, in order to carry 
on a war that will prove fatal to them : and he will be very much troubled, ifk fo 
falls out, that this fort, which is a work of peace, mutt be employed for a prifon to 
your militia. Thefe mifehiefs ought to be prevented by mutual endeavours : the 
French who arc the brethren and friends of tne five nations, will never difturb their 
repofe, provided they make the fatisfa&ion I now demand, and prove religious 
obfervers of their treaties. I wifh my words may produce the defired effett; for if 
they do not, I am obliged to join, the governor of New York, who has orders from 
the King, his matter, to alfitt me to bum the five villages, and cut you off.” 


This Colter confirms my Word. 

While M. de la Barre’s interpreter pronounced this harangue, the Grangula did 
nothing but look upon the end of his pipe : After the fpccch was finifhed, he rofe, 
and having taken five or fix turns in the ring that the French and the favages made, he 
returned to his place, and (landing upright, fpoke after the following manner tor the 
general, who fat in his chair of ftate; * ,, 

f ** Chmontiot, 1 honour you, and all the warriors that accompany me do th^ fame : 

* The French call it Fort Frantcnae. 
t Thw title they give to the governor-general of Canada. 
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Your interpreter hasinade an end of his difcot&fe, and how I come to begin mine. 
My voice glides to your ear 7 pray hften to tty worob. 

“ Onnontio, in fetting out from .Quebec* you muft needs have; &n^ad^|iat^he 
fcorching ‘betas' of the fun had burnt down theforefts which render, otir. country im* 
^acceifible t i ihe French; or elfe that the inupdatlctts . : of the. .lake had;furroiii3^^flitr 
cottages, and confined us as pnfoners. This certainly was ypur thought} and it could 
be, nothing elfe but the cunpfity of feeing a burnt or drowned rountry, that moved 
you to undertake a journey luthen But now you have an opportunity of being un¬ 
deceived ; for i, and my warlike retinue come to aflure you, that the Tfonontouans, 
Goyogouans, Onnotagues, Onnoyoutes and Agnies, are not yet deftroyecL I return 
you thanks in their name, for bringing into their country the calumet of peice that 
your predeceffor received from their hands. At the fame time l congratulate your 
happinefs in having left under ground* the bloody axe, that has been ip often dyed 
with the blood of the French. I muft tell you, Onnontio, 1 am not afleep, my eyes 
are open ; and the fun that vouchfafes the light, gives me a clear view of a great 
captain at the head of a troop of foldiers, who fpeaks as if he were afleep. He pre¬ 
tends that he does not approach to this lake with any other view than to fmoak with 
the Onnotagues in the great calumet; but the Grangula knows better things, he fees 
plainly that the Onnontio meant to knock them on the head/ if the French arms had 
not been fo much weakened. N 

“ I perceive that the Onnontio raves in a camp of Tick people, whofe lives the great 
fpirit has faved, by vifiting them with infirmities. Do you hear, Onnontio, our 
women had taken up their clubs ; and the children and the old men had vifited your 
camp with their bows and arrows, if our warlike men had not flopped and difarmed 
them, when Akoueffan, your ambaffador, appeared before-my village. But 1 have done, 
I'll talk no more of that. 

“ You muft know, Onnontio, we have robbed no Frenchmen, but thofe who 
fupplied the Illinefe and the Oumamis (our enemies) with fuzees, with powder, and 
with ball: thefe indeed we took care of, becaufe fuch arms might have coft us our 
life. Our conduft in that point is of a piece with that of the Jefuits, who ftave all the 
barrels of brandy that are brought to our cantons, left the people getting drunk fhould 
knock them in the head. Our warriors have no beavers to give in exchange for all 
fne arms they take from the French } and as for the old fuperannuated people, they 
do not think of bearing arms. 


This Colter comprehends my Word. 

u We have conduced the Englifh to our lakes t» m order to traffic with the Outa- 
ouas, and the Hurons; juft as the Algonkins conduced the French to our five cantons, 
in order to carry on a commerce that the Englifh lay claim to as their light. We are 
bom freemen, and have no dependence either upon the Onnontio or the Corlarf. 
We have a power to go where we pleafe, to condud who we will to the places we re* 
fort to, and to buy and fell where we think fit. If your allies are your flaves or chil* 
dren, you may even treat them as fuch, and rob them of the liberty of entertaining 
any other nation but your own." 


This 


*' Bunring the axe fignifiet peace. " f They pretend to the property of the lakes, 
t Coriar u the title of the gorenior of New York. 

5 
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T&w Colter contains my Word* 

+ 

« We fell upon the IlHttde and the Outnamis, becaofe they cut down the trees of 
peace that ferved for limits or boundaries to our frontiers. They came to hunt bea¬ 
vers upon our lands; and Contrary to the cuftom of all the ravages, have carried off 
whole flocks *, both male and lentale. They have engaged the Chaouanons in their 
intereft, and entertained them in their country. They fupplled them with fire-arms, 
after the concerting of ill defigns againft us. We have done lefs than the Englifh and 
the, French, who without any right have ufurped the grounds they are now pofiefied 
of; aqd of which they have diflodged feveral nations, m order to make way for their 
building of cities, villages, and forts.’* 

This Colier contains my Word. 

A I give you to know, Onnontio, that my voice is the voice of the five Iroquefe 
cantons. This is their anfwer; pray incline your ear, and liften to what they re- 
prefent. 

“ The Tfonontouans, Goyogouans, Onnotagues, Onnoyoutes, and Agnies declare, 
that they interred the axte t at Gataracouy, in the prefence of your predecefior, in the 
very centre of the fort, and planted the tree of peace in the fame place, that it might 
be carefully preferved; that it was then ftipulated, that the fort ihouid be ufed as a 
place of retreat for merchants, and not a refuge for foldiers; and that inftead of arms 
and ammunition, it fiiould be made a receptacle of only beaver-ikins and merchandize 
goods. Be it known to you, Onnontio, that for the future you ought to take care, 
that fo great a number of martial men as I now fee being (hut up in lo fmall a fort,*do 
not ilifie and choak the tree of, peace. Since it took root fo eafily, it muft needs be 
of pernicious confequence to flop its growth, and hinder it to fhade both your coun¬ 
try and ours with its leaves. 1 do affure you, in the name of the five nations, that 
our warriors fhall dance the calumet dance under its branches; that they ihall reft in 
tranquillity upon their mats J, and will never dig up the axe to cut down the tree of 
peace, till iuch time as the Onnontio and the Corlar do either jointly or feparately offer to 
invade the country, that the Great Spirit has difpofed of in the favour of our anceftors.’ 1 

This Colier contains my Word ; and the other comprehends the Power granted to me by 

the five Nations. 

Then the Grangula addrefled himfelf to Mr. Le Moine, and fpoke to this pur- 
pofe: 

“ Akoueflan, take heart, you are a man of fenfe j. fpeak and explain my meaning j. 
be fure you forget nothing, but declare all that thy brethren and thy friends reprefem, 
to thy chief Onnontio, by the voice of the Grangula, who pays you all honour and 
refpefk, and invites you to accept of this prefent of beavers, and to affift at his feaft 
immediately. 

“ This other prefent of beavers is fent by the five nations to the Onnontio.” 

« 

• Among the ravages it ia a capital crime to deiiroy all the beavers of a fettlement. 

t Interring the axe, figaifiea the making of a peace; and the digging oi it up, imports a declaration* 

of war. t 

t This phrafe fignifies keeping the peace. 

As 



As foon as the Grasgiik had dbrie, M.Iiel^jneMd the leiWts t^t ^e jjSirefent 
explained his anfwer to M. De.^ Banre % ,^ f ihe^eupcforetired to his tent, and 
ftorined and bluftered, till foraebody dame ^ r^Kfe'- * d to. hm ^t lroca.proves 
■Jtifftft l^eH^do^r be.' * l!h4 froqueife are. always upon extremes.* iTheGiarieiila 
danced after the Jroquefe manner, by way of prelude to; 

he.regaied jfeveral of the Friench. Two days after, he and his martialrenhue retutjied 
to't&ev&ttn country, and our army fet hut for Monreal." . As foon as tjhe General was 
board, together with the few healthy men that remained, the canoes were dif* 
pcrfed, for the militia ftraggled here and there, and every one made the beft of his 
way h ome. Our three companies, indeed, kept together, becaufe all of us, both 
officers and foidiers, were carried in flat-bottomed boats, made of deal, on purjJbfe for 
iour ufe.- However, I could have wifhed to have run down the falls and cataradts hi 
the feme canoe that brought me up, for every body thought we fhould have been call 
away at thefe paffes, which are full of eddies and rocks; and it was never heard be- 
fore that fuch precipices were paffed with deal boats, either upwards or downwards. 
But we were forced to run all hazards, and had certainly been iwallowed up in thofe 
mountains of water, if "we had not obliged feveral canoes to fhoot the catarafts at the 
head of our boats, in order to fhew us the way, at the fame time we had prepared 
obr ioldiers forrowing and lhieving upon occaiion. Do byt confider, fir, that the 
currents run as fait as a cannon-ball, and that one falfe ftroke of the oar would have 
run us unavoidably upon the rocks ; for we. are obliged to fleer a zig-zag courfe, pur- 
fuant to the thread of the dream, which has fifty windings. The boats which are 
loaded arefometimes loft in thofe places; but after all, though the rifle we run be 
' Very .great, yet by way of coxqpenfation one has the fatisfa&ion of running a great way 
injk little time; for we run from Galete to this town in two days’ time, notwithftand- 
Ing that we crofted the two ftagnating lakes I took notice of before. 

As foon as we landed we received advice that the Chevalier de Calliers was come to 
fupply the room of M. Perrot, the governor of this place. M. Perrot has had feve- 
ral feuffles with M. De Frontenac and Mr. De la Barre, of which you may expert a 
further account, when I am better informed. All the world blames onr General for 
bis bad fucceis: it is talked publicly, that his only defign was to cover the fending of 
feveral canoes to traffic with the lavages in thofe lakes for beaver-ikins. The people 
Btere are very bufy in wafting over to court a thoufand calumnies againft him; both 
the clergy and the gentlemen of the long robe write to his difad vantage. Though, 
after all, the whole dharge is falfe, for the poor man could do no more than he did. 
Juft toow I was informed, that Mr. Hainaut, Mr. Montortier, and Mr. Durivau, three 
captains of fhips, are arrived at Quebec, with a defign to pafs the winter there, and 
to affift him as counfellors ; and that the laft of thefe three has brought with him aa 
independent company, to be commanded by himfelf. 

>;J fhall have no opportunity of writing again before the next fpring; for the laft 
ihips that arg to return for France this year, are now ready to fail. I am, Sir, 

, Yours, && 


LETTER 
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BETTER' VIH. 

Dated at Monfeal, June a 8,' t68$* 

i m 

Rcprefenting thf fortifications of Monreal, and the indifcreet Zeal of the Priejls , who 
are Leras of that 'Town: with'a Defcription of Chambli, and of the Commerce of the 
Savages upon the great Lake. 

Sir, 

I* HAVE juft received yours, by a fmall veffel of Bourdeaux, loaded with wine ? 
which is the firft that came to Queocc this year. I am mightily plcafed to hear that 
the King has granted to M. de la Salle four fhips, to go upon the difeovery of the 
Mouth of the Miffifippi; and cannot but admire your curiofity in deliring to know 
the occurrences of this place, and how I fpent my time iii the winter. 

M. de Callieres was no fooner poffcffcd of his government, than he ordered all the 
inhabitants of tbs town, and of the adjacent country, to cut down and bring in great 
ftakes of fifteen feet in length,* to fortify the town. During the' winter, thefe orders were 
purfued with fo much application, that all things are now ready for making the in- 
dofure; in which five cjr fix hundred men are to be employed. 1 fpent part of the 
winter in hunting with the Algonkins, in order to a more perfect knowledge of their 
language, and the reft I fpent in this place, with a great deal of uneafinefs j for here 
we cannot enjoy ourfelves either at play or vifiting the ladies, but it is presently car* 
ried to the curate’s ears, who takes public notice of it in the pulpit. His zeal goes fo 
far as even to name the perfons} and fipce he refufes the facrament of the holy fupper 
to ladies of quality, upon the moft flender pretences, you may eafily guefs at the otner 
flops of his indiferetion. You cannot imagine to what a pitch thefe ecclefiaftical lends 
have ferewed their authority: they excommunicate all the maiks j and v herever they 
fpy them, they run after them to uncover their feces, and abufe them m a reproachful 
manner; in fine, they have a more watchful eye over the conduct of the girls and 
married women than their fathers and hufbands have. They cry out againft thofe that 
do not receive the facrament once a month ; and at Eafter they oblige all forts of per¬ 
fons to give in bills to their confefiors. They prohibit and bum all the books that 
treat of any other fubjefl but devotion. When I think of this tyranny, I cannot but 
be enraged at the impertinent zeal of the curate of this city. This inhuman fellow 
came one day to my lodging, and finding the romance of the Adventures of Petronius 
upon my table, he fell upon it with an unimaginable fury, and tore out almoft all the 
leaves. This book I valued more than my life, becaufe it was not cdftrated j and in¬ 
deed 1 was fo provoked when 1 law it all in wrcck,that if my landlord had not held me, 
I had gone immediately to that turbulent paftor’s houfe, and would have plucked out 
the hairs of his beard with as little mercy as he did the leaves of my book. Thefe ani¬ 
mals cannot content themfelves with the ftudying of men’s actions, but they muft like, 
.wife dive into their thoughts. By this fketch, Sir, jou may judge what a pleafant life 
we lead here. 

The 30th of the laft March the ice melted; and the river being then open, I ^as 
fent with a fmali detachment to Chambli: for commonly the fun refumes its vigour 
here much about that time. Chambli ftands on the brink of a bafin, about five or fix 
leagues off this place: that bafin is two leagues in circumference, and receives the lake 
of Champlain by a water-fell that is a league and a half in length: out of which there 
. > arifes- 
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arifes a river that difembogues at Sorel into the .river of St. Lawrence, as I intimated 
above in my fourth letter. In former times this place had a great trade in beaver-fkins, 
which is now decayed: for the Soccokis, the Mahingans, and the Openangos, ufed 
formerly to refort thither in Ihoals, to exchange their furs for other goods; but at pre- 
fent they are retired to the Englifh colonies, to avoid the purfuit of the Iroquefe. The 
Champlain lake, which lies above that water-fall, is eighty | leagues in-circumference. 
At the end of this lake we met with another, called St. Sacrament, by which one rnay 
go very eafily to New York, there being but a land-carriage of two leagues from thence 
to the river DuFer, which falls into the Manathe. While I was at Chambli, I faw two 
canoes loaded with beaver-fkins pafs privately by that way; and it was thought they 
were fent thither by M. de la Barrc. This fmuggfing way of trade is exprcfsly pro¬ 
hibited : for they are obliged to carry thefe {kins before the office of the company, where 
they are rated at an hundred and fixty per cent, lefs than the Englifh buy them at in 
their colonies. But the little fort that hands at the bottom of the water-fall, upon the 
brink of the bafm of Chambli, being only Angle pallifadoes, it cannot hinder people to 
pafs that way; efpecially confidering that the profpeft of fo great a profit renders the 
pafiengers the more daring. The inhabitants of the adjacent villages are very much ex- 
pofed to the incurfions of the Iroquefe in time of war. Notwithflanding the weaknefs 
of the fort, I continued in that place a month and a half, and ( then I returned hither, 
where M. de la Barre arrived fome days after; being accompanied with M. Hen- 
naut, M. Montortier, and M. du Rivau. Much about the fame day there arrived 
twenty-five or thirty canoes, belonging to the Coureurs de Bois, being homeward-bound 
from the great lakes, and laden with beaver-fkins. The cargo of each canoe amounted 
to forty packs, each of which weighs fifty pounds, and will fetch fifty crowns at the far¬ 
mer's office. Thefe canoes were followed by fifty more of the Outaouas and Hurons, 
who come down every year to the colony, in order to make a better market than they 
can do in their own country of Miffilimakinac, which lies on the banks of the lake of 
Ilurons, at the mouth of the lake of the Illinefe. Their way of trading is as follows: 

Upon their firfl arrival, they encamp at the diflance of five or fix hundred paces from 
the town. The next day is fpent in ranging their canoes, unloading their goods, and 
pitching their tents, which are made of birch bark. The next day after, they demand 
audience of the governor-general; which is granted them that fame day in a publ-'c 
fflhce. Upon this occafipn, each nation makes a ring for itfelf; the fax-ages fit upon 
the ground with their pipes in their mouths, and the governor is feated in an a mied 
chair; after which, there ftarts up an orator or fpeaker from one of thefe nations, who 
makes an harangue, importing, “ that his brethren are come to vifit the governor- 
general, and to renew with him their wonted friendfhip : that their chief view is, to 
promote the intereft of the French, fome of whom being unacquainted with the way of 
traffick, and being too weak for the tranfporting of goods from the lakes, would he 
unable to deal in beaver-fkins if his brethren did not come in perfon to deal with them 
in their own colonies: that they knew very well how acceptable their arrival is to the 
inhabitants of Monreal, in regard of the advantage they reap by it: that in regard the 
beaver-fkins are much valued in France, and the French goods given in exchangeare of 
an inconfiderable value, they mean to give the French fufficient proof of their readinefs 
to fumifh them with what they defire fo earneftly: that by way of preparation for 
anbther year’s cargo, they are come to take in exchange fufees, powder and ball, in 
order to hunt great numbers of beavers, or to gall the Iroquefe, in cafe they offer to 
diflurb the French fettlcments; and, in fine, that in confirmadon of their words, they 
throw a purcelian colier with fome beaver-fkins, to the Kitchi-Okima (fo they call the 

governor 
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governor general) whofe prote&ion they lay claim to in cafe of any robbery or abufe 
committed upon them in the town. 

The fpokefman having made an end of his fpeech, returns to his place, and takes up 
his pipe; and then the interpreter explains the fubftance of the harangue to the gover¬ 
nor, who commonly gives a very civil anfwer, efpecially if the prefent be valuable: in 
confideration of which, he likewife makes them a prefent of fome trifling things. This 
done, the favage rifes up, and return to their huts to make fuitable preparations for the 
enfuing truck. 

The next day the favages make their flaves carry the lkins to the houfes of the mer¬ 
chants, who bargain with them for fuch cloaths as they want. All the inhabitants of 
Monreifl arc allowed to traffic with them in any commodity but wine and brandy ; 
tnefe two being excepted upon the account that when the favages have got what they 
wanted, and have any lkins left, they drink to excefs, and then kill their flaves; for 
when they are in drink, they quarrel and fight; and if they were not held by thofe who 
are fober, would certainly make havock one of another. However, you muff obferve, 
that none of them will* touch either gold or filvcr. It is a comical fight, to lee them 
running from fliop to fliop, ftark naked, with their bow and arrow. The nicer fort of 
women are wont to hold their fans before their eyes, to prevent their being frightened 
with the view of their ugly parts. But thefe merry companions, who know the brifk 
ihe-merchants as well as we, are not wanting in making an offer, which is fometimes 
accepted of, when the prefent is of good mettle. If we may credit the common report, 
there are more than one or two of the ladies of thh country, whofe conftancy and 
virt ue has held out ngainft the attacks of fevcral officers, and at the fame time vouch- 
fafed a free accefs to thefe nafty lechers. It is prefuined their compliance was the effeft 
of curiofity, rather than of any nice rclifh ; for, in a word, the favages are neither 
brifk nor conflant. But whatever is in the matter, the women are the more excufable 
upon this head, that fuch opportunities are very unfrequent. 

As foon as the favages have made an end of their truck, they take leave of the go¬ 
vernor, and f'o return home by the river of Outaouas. To conclude, they did a great 
deal of good both to the poor and rich ; for you will readily apprehend, that every body 
turns merchant upon fuch occafxons. 

I am. Sir, yours, &c. 


LETTER IX. 

Dated at Bouchcrville, O&ober 2, 16S5. 

Being an Account of the Commerce and Trade of Monreal: of the Arrival of the Marquis 
of Denonville with fome Troops ; and of the Recalling of M. dc la Barre. With a 
curious Dcfcription of certain Liccnjh for trading in Beaver-Jhins in the remote 
Countries. 

Sir, 

I RECEIVED your fecond letter three weeks ago, but could not fend a fpeedier 
anfwer, by reafon that none of our lhips have fet fail for France. Since you want 
to know the nature of the trade of Monreal, be pleafed to take the following account: 

Almoft all the merchants of that city ail only on the behalf of the Quebec merchants, 
whofe fa&ors they are. The barks which carry thither dry commodities, as well as 
wine and brandy, are but few in number; but then they make feveral voyages in one 
vol. xiii. 0 o year 
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year from the one city to the other. The inhabitants of the ifland of Monrea.l. and the 
adjacent cantons, repair twice a year to the city of Monreal, • where they buy commo¬ 
dities fifty per cent, dearer than at Quebec. The favages of the neighbouring coun¬ 
tries, whether fettled or erratic, carry thither the {kins of beavers, elks, caribous, 
foxes and wild cats; all which they truck forfufees, powder, lead and other ncceffaries. 
There every one is allowed to trade; and indeed it is the heft place for the getting of an 
eftate in a fhorfetime. All the merchants have fuch a perfect good und jrftanding one 
with another, that they all fell at the lame price. But when the inhabitants of the 
country find their prices exorbitant, they raife their commodities in proportion. The 
gentlemen that have a charge of children, efpecially daughters, are obliged to be good 
hulbands, in order to bear the cxpence of the magnificent cloaths with which they are 
fet off; for pride, vanity, and luxury reign as much in New France as in Old France. 
In my opinion, it would do well, if the King would order commodities to be rated at a 
reafonable price, and prohibit the foiling of gold or filver brocadoes, fringes, and rib¬ 
bands, as well as points and rich laces. 

The Marquis of Denonville is come to fucceed M. de la Barre in the quality of 
governor-general; for the King has recalled M. de la Barre, upon the acculation 
laid agaiuft him by his enemies. To be fure, you who are in France, know better than 
I, that M. de Denonville was maitre de camp to the Queen’s regiment or dragoons, 
which place he fold to M. Mercey when the King bellowed this government upon him; 
and, that he brought with him fome companies of marines, belkles his lady and his 
children; for it feems, the danger and inconveniencies that attend fuch a long and 
troublefome voyage, made no impreflion upon her. This governor Hayed at firlt fome 
weeks at Quebec, after which he came to Monreal, with five or fix hundred men of 
regular troops, and fent back the Captains Ilainaut, Montortier, and Du Rivo, with 
fevcral other officers. Ills army is now in winter quarters all round Monreal. My 
quarters are at a place called Bouchcrville, which lies at the difiance of three leagues 
from Monreal. 1 have been here fifteen days, and in all appearance {hall live more 
happily than in the town, abating for the folitude ; for at leafl I {hall have no other 
oppofition to encounter in the cafe of balls, gaming, or feafling, but the zealous freaks 
of a filly prieft. I am informed, that the governor has given orders to complete the 
► fortifications of Monreal, and is now ready to embark for Quebec, where our governors 
commonly pafs the winter. The favages I fpoke of in my Lift, met the Iroquefc upon 
the great river of the Outaouas, who informed them that the Engliflt were making 
preparations to tranfport to their villages in Miffilimakinac, better and cheaper com¬ 
modities than thofc they had from the French. This piece of news did equally alarm 
the gentlemen, the pedlars called courcurs debois, and the merchants; who at that 
rate, would beconfiderable lofers ; for you muft know, that Canada fubfilt only upon 
the trade of lkins or furs, three-fourths of which come from the people that live round 
the great lakes: fo that if the F.nglifli fhould put fuch a defign in execution, the whole 
country would fuffer by it; efpecially confidering, that it would fink certain licenfes ; 
an account of which vs ill be proper in this place. 

Thefe licenfes are granted in writing by the governors-gencral to poor gentlemen 
and old officers who have a charge of children. They are difpofed of by the King’s 
orders; and the defign of them is to enable fuch perfons to feud commodities to thefe 
lakes. The number of the perfons thus impowered ought not to' exceed twenty-live 
in one year; but God knows how many more have private licenfes. All other perfons, 
of what quality or condition foever, are prohibited to go or fend to thefe lakes, without 
fuch licenfes, under the pain of death. Each licenfe extends to the lading of two great 

8 canoes; 
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canoes; and whoever procures a whole or a half licenfe for himfclf, may either make 
ufe of it himfelf or fell it to the higheft bidder. Commonly they are brought at fix 
hundred crowns a piece. Thofe who purchafe them, are at no trouble in finding pedlars 
or foreft-rangers to undertake the long voyages, which fetch the mod confidcrabje gains, 
and commonly extend to a year and fometimes more. The merchants put into the 
two canoes ftipulated in the licenfe, fix men with a thoufand crowns worth of goods, 
which are rated to the pedlars at fifteen per cent, more than what they are fold for in 
ready money in the colony. When the voyage is performed, this fum of a thoufand 
crowns commonly brings in feven hundred per cent, clear profit, and l’omctimes more, 
fombtimes lefs; for thefe fparks called coureurs dc bois bite the favages mod dexter- 
oufly, and the lading of two canoes, computed at a thoufand crowns, is a purchafe for 
as many beaver-fkins as will load four canoes: now, four canoes will carry a hundred 
and fixty packs of (kins, that is, forty a piece; and reckoning each pack to be worth 
fifty crowns, the value of the whole amounts to eight thoufand crowns. . As to the 
repartition of this extravagant profit, it is made after the following manner: in the firft 
place, the merchant takes out of the whole bulk fix hundred crowns for the purchafe 
of his licenfe; then a thoufand crowns for the prime coll of the exported commodities. 
After this, there remains fix thoufand four hundred crowns of furplufage, out of which 
the merchant takes forty, per cent, for bottomry, which amounts to two thoufand five 
hundred and fixty crowns; and the remainder is divided equally among the fix 
coureurs de bois, who get little more than fix hundred crowns a piece ; and indeed I 
muft fay it is fairly earned ; for their fatigue is inconceivable. In the mean time, you 
mult remark, that over and above the foregoing profit, the merchant gets twenty-five 
per cent, upon his beaver-fkins by carrying them to the office of the farmers general, 
where the price of four forts of beaver-fkins is fixed. If the merchant fells thefe fkins 
to any private man in the country for ready money, he is paid in the current money of 
the country, which is of lefs value than the bills of exchange that the director of that 
office draws upon Rochel or Paris; for there they are paid in French livres, which are 
twenty fols, whereas a Canada livrc is but fifteen fols. This advantage of twenty-five 
per cent, is called Ic benefice ; but take notice, that it is only to be had upon beaver- 
fkins; for if you pay to a Quebec merchant four hundred Canada livres in filver, and 
take from him a bill of exchange upon his correfpondent in France, his correfpondent 
will pay no more than three hundred French livres, which is a juft equivalent. 

This is the laft intelligence I fhall give you for this year, which has already brought 
in a very cold autumn. The Quebec fhips muff fet fail in the middle of November, 
purfuant to the wonted cuftom. 

I am. Sir, yours, &c. 


LETTER X. 

Dated at Boucherville, July 8, 1686. 

Relating the Arrival of M. de Cbampigni , in the room of M. de Mcules, who is 
recalled to France ; the Arrival of the Troops that came along with him ; the Curiofity 
of the Rackets , and the way of hunting Elks ; with a Defcription of that Animal. 

Sir, • 

THOUGH I have not heard from you this year, yet I will not flight this oppor¬ 
tunity of writing to you. Some fhips from France are arrived at Quebec, and have 

002 brought 
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brought over M. de Champigni Noroua, with fome companies of marines. He comes 
to fupply the place of M. de Meules, whom the King recalls upon the unjuft com¬ 
plaints that are made of him. He is charged with preferring his private intereft to the 
public good; but the charge is falfe, and he will eafily clear himfelf. 1 am apt to be¬ 
lieve he may have carried on fome underhand commerce, but in fo doing he injured 
nobody ; nay, on the contrary, he has procured bread for a thoufand poor creatures, 
that without his aflillance would have ftarved for hunger. This new intendant is de¬ 
fended of one of the moil; illuftrious families of the robe in France. He is faid to be 
a man of honour, and fame entitles his lady to a diftinguifhing merit. I underftand, 
he and M. Denonville are bound fpeedily for Monreal, where they mean to take a 
review of the inhabitants of this ifland, and of the neighbouring cantons. Probably, 
they take fuch precautions, in order to foinc new effort againft the Iroquefc. Laft 
winter we had no new occurrences in the colony. 1 fpent the whole winter at the 
hunting of orignals or elks along with the favages, whofe language I am learning, as 
I have intimated to you feveral times. 

The hunting of elks is performed upon the fnow, with a kincl of rackets adapted 
to the purpofe. Thefe rackets are two feet and a half long, and fourteen 
inches broad ; their ledges are made of a very hard wood, about an inch thick, that 
fattens the net juft like a tennis-racket, from which they differ only in this, that thole 
for the tennis are made of gut-ftrings, whereas the others are made of little thongs 
of the fkins of harts or elks. In the cut you may perceive two little lpars of wood, 
which run acrofs, to render the net firmer and ftiffer. The hole that appears by the 
two latchets is the place in which they put the toes and fore-part of the foot; fo that 
it is tied faff by the two latchets, which run twice round about the heel, and every ftep 
they make upon the fnow, the fore-part of the foot finks into that hole, as often as 
they raife their heel. By the help of this contrivance they walk falter upon the fnow 
than one can do with fhoes upon a beaten path; and indeed it is fo neceflary for them, 
that would be otherwife impoflible not only to hunt and range the woods, but even to 
go to church, notwithftanding they are fo near, for commonly { the fnow is three or 
four feet deep in that country during the winter. Being obliged to march thirty or 
forty leagues in the woods, in purfuit of the above-mentioned animals, i found that 
the fatigue of the journey equalled the pleafure of it. 

* The orignal is a fort of elk, not much different from that we find in Mufcovy; it is 
as big as an Auvergne moyle, and much of the fame fhape, abating for its muzzle, its 
tail, and its great flat horns, which weigh fometimes three hundred and fometitnes 
four hundred weight, if we may credit thofe who pretend to have, weighed them; this 
animal ufually relorts to planted countries; its hair is long and brown, and the {kin is 
ftrong and hard, but not thick. The flefh of the orignal, efpecially that of' the female 
fort, eats delicioufly, and it is faid, that the far hind foot of the female kind is a cure 
for the falling-ficknefsj it neither runs nor fkips, but its trot will almoft keep up with 
the running of a hart. The favages affure us, that in fummer it will trot three days 
and three nights without intermiffion. Thefe fort of animals commonly gather into a 
body towards the latter end of autumn, and the herds are largeft in the beginning of 
the fpring, at which time the fhe-ones are in rutting, byt after their heat is over they 
all difperfe themfelves. We hunted them in the following manner: firft of all, we 
went, forty leagues to the northward of the river of St. Lawrence, where we found a 
little lake of three or four leagues ifl circumference, and upon the banks of that lake 
we made huts for ourfelves of the barks of trees, having firft cleared the ground of the 
ihow that covered it. In our journey thither we killed as many hares and wood-hens 
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68 we could eat. When we had fitted up our huts the favages went out upon the dif- 
covery of the elks, fome to the northward and fome to the fouth, to the diftance of two 
or three leagues from the huts. As foon as they difcovered any frefli foot-fteps, they 
detached one of their number to give us notice, to the end, that the whole company 
might have thepleafure of feeing the chace. We traced thefe foot-fteps fometimes for one 
andfometimesfortwoleagues, and then fell in with five, ten, fifteen or twenty elksinabody; 
which prefently betook themfelves to flight, whether a part or in a body and funk into the 
fnow up to their breaft. Where the lnow was hard and condeulhted, or where the 
froft following wet weather had glazed it above, we came up with them after the chace 
of a*quarter of a league; but when the fnow was foft or juft fallen, we were forced to 
purlue,them three or four leagues before we could catch them, unlefs the dogs hap¬ 
pened to ftop them where the lnow was very deep. When we came up with them, the 
lavages fired upon them with fufccs. If the elks be much enraged, they will fometimes 
turn upon the favages, who cover themfelves with boughs in order to keep oft' their 
feet, with which they would crufli them to pieces. As foon as they are killed, the 
favages make new huts upon the fpot, with great fires in the middle; while the Haves 
are employed in flaying them, and ftretching out the Ikins in the open air. One of the 
foldicrs that accompanied me, told me one day, that to withftand the violence of the 
cold, one ought to have his blood compofed of brandy, his body of brafs, and his eyes 
of glafs; and I mud fay,lie had fome ground for what he fpoke, for we were forced to 
keep a fire all round us, all the night long. As long as the fleih of thefe animals laft, 
the favages fcldom think of ftirring; hut when it is all confumed, they then look out 
for a new difeovery. Thus they continue to hunt, till the fnow and the ice are melted. 
As loon as the great thaw commences it is hnpoflible for them to travel far; fo that 
they content themfelves with the killing of hares and partridges, which are very nume¬ 
rous in the woods. When the rivers are clear of the ice, they make canoes of the elk- 
ikins, which they fow together Very cafily, covering the learns with a fat fort of earth 
inftead of pitch. This work is over in four or five days time, after which they return 
home in the canoes with all their baggage. 

This, Sir, was our diverfion for three months in the woods. We took fifty-fix elks,, 
and might have killed twice as many, if we had hunted for the benefit of the fkins. 
In the fummer feafon the favages have two ways of killing them, both of which are 
equally troublefome. One confifts in hanging a rope-gin between two trees, upon a 
pafs furrounded with thorns ; the other is compafled by crawling like fnakes among 
the trees and thickets, and approaching to them upon the leeward fide, fo that they 
may be Ihot with a fuzee. Harts and caribous are killed both in fummer and winter 
after the fame manner with the elks, excepting that the caribous, which are a kind of 
wild affes, make an eafy efcape when the fnow is hard, by virtue of their broad feet,, 
whereas the elk finks as fall as he rifes. In fine, I am fo well pleal'ed with the hunting 
of this country, that 1 have rcfolved to employ all my leifure-time upon that exercife.. 
The favages have promifed, that in threfe months time I fiiall fee other forts of chaces, 
which will prove lefs fatiguing, and more agreeable. 

I am. Sir, yours, &c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XI. 

Dated at Boucherville, May 28, 1687. 

Being a curious Dcfcription of the Hunting of divers Animals. 

Sir, 

YOU complain that the Iaft year you received but one of my letters, dated July 8 , 
and with the fame breath affure me, that you writ two to me, neither of which is come 
to hand. I received a letter from you this day, which is fo much the more acceptable, 
thatl thought you had been dead, and that I find you continue to give proof of your 
remembrance of me. I find, by your letter, that you have an agreeable relifh for the 
curious elk-hunting in this country, and that a further account of our other hunting 
adventures would meet with a welcome reception. This curiofity, indeed, is worthy 
of fo great a huntfman as yourfelf; but at prefent I mull beg your excufe as to the 
beaver-hunting, for I know nothing of it yet but by hearfay. 

In the beginning of September, I fet out in a canoe upon fcveral rivers, marfhes, 
and pools, that diicmbogue in the Champlain Lake, being accompanied with thirty 
or forty of the favages that are very expert in {hooting and hunting, and perfedlly 
well acquainted with the proper places for finding water-fowl, deer, and other fallow 
hearts. The firft port we took up was upon the fide of a marfh or fen of four or five 
leagues in circumference ; and after we had fitted up our huts, the favages made 
huts upon the water in feveral places. Thefe water-huts arc made of the branches 
and leaves of trees, and contain three or four men : for a decoy, they have the {kins 
of geefe, buftards, and ducks, dried and fluffed with hay, the two feet being made 
fart with two nails to a finall piece of a light plank, which floats round the hut. This 
place being frequented by wonderful numbers of geefe, ducks, buftards, teals, and 
an infinity of other fowl unknown to the Europeans ; when thefe fowls fee the fluffed 
{kins fwimming with the heads erefted, as if they were alive, they repair to the fame 
• place, and fo give the favages an opportunity of {hooting them, either flying or upon 
the water ; after w'hich the favages get into their canoes and gather them up. They 
have likewife a way of catching them with nets, ftretched upon the furface of the water 
at the entries of the rivers. In a word, we eat nothing but water-fowl for fifteen 
days ; after which we rcfolved to declare war againft the turtle-doves, which are fo 
numerous in Canada, that the bifhop has been forced to excommunicate them oftencr 
than once, upon the account of the damage they do to the product of the earth. 
With that view, we embarked and made towards a meadow, in the neighbourhood of 
which the trees were covered with that fort of fowl, more than with leaves ; for juft 
then it was the feafon in which they retire from the north countries, and repair to the 
fouthern climates j and one would have thought, that all the turtle-doves upon earth 
had chofe to pafs through this place. For the eighteen or twenty days that we {laid 
there, I firmly believe that a thoufand men might have fed upon them heartily, without 
putting themfdves to any trouble. You inuft know, that through the middle of this 
meadow there runs a brook, upon which 1 and two young favages fliot feveral fnipes, 
rayles, and a certain fort of fowl called bateus de faux, which is as big as a quail, arid 
eats very delicioufty. 

In the fame place we killed fome mufk-rats, or a fort of animals which referable a 
rat in their fhape, and are as big as a rabbit. The {kins of thefe rats are very much 
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valued, as differing but little from thofe of beavers. Their tefticles fine!! fo ftrong of 
mufk, »that no civet or antelope that Afia affords, can boaft of fuch a ftrong and fweet 
fmell. We fpied them in the mornings and evenings, at which time they ufually ap» 
pear upon the water with their nofc to the windward, and betray thcmfelves to the 
huntfmen, by the curling of the water. The foutcraux, which are an amphibious 
fort of little pole-cats,,arc catchcd after the fame manner. I was likewife entertained 
upon this occafion, with the killing of certain little beafts, called fiflleurs, orwhiftlers, 
with allufion to their wonted way of whiftling or whizzing at the mouth of their holes 
in fair weather. They are as big as hares, but fomewhat fliorter ; their flefh is good 
for* nothing, but their Ikius are recommended by their rarity. The favages gave me 
an opportunity of hearing one of thefe creatures whiftle for an hour together, after 
which they (hot it. To gratify the curiofity 1 had to fee fuch diverfity of animals, 
they made a diligent fearch for the holes or dens of the carcaionx, and having found 
fomeat the diilance of two or three leagues from the fen upon which we were ported, 
they conducted me to the place. At the break of day we planted ourfdves round the 
holes, with our bellfes upon the ground *, and left fome Haves to hold the dogs a 
imilket-fliot behind us. As foon as thefe animals perceived day-light, they came out 
of their holes, which were immediately flopped up by the favages, and upon that the 
dogs fetched them up with cafe. Wc faw but two of them, which made a vigorous 
defence againft the dogs, but were ftrangled after a difpute of half an hour. Thefe 
animals are not unlike a badger, only they are bigger, and rtiore mifehievous. Though 
our dogs'(hewed a great deal of courage in attacking the carcaioux, they betrayed 
their cowardice the next day in a rencounter with a porcupine, which we fpied upon a 
little tree. To obtain the pleafure of feeing the porcupine fall, we cut down thejtree ; 
but neither the dogs nor we durft go near it. The dogs only barked and jumped round 
it; for it darted its long and hard hair, like fo many bodkins, three or four paces off. 
At laft we pelted it to death, and put it upon the fire to burn off its darts ; after which 
we fealded it like a pig, took out the entrails, and roafted it ; but though it was very 
fat, I could not relifii it fowell as to comply with the ail’ertiou of the natives, who allege, 
that it eats as well as a capon or a partridge. 

After the turtle-doves bad all parted over the place, in queft of their fouthern re¬ 
treats, the favages offered to fend fome of their number with canoes to conduct me 
home, before the rivers and lakes were frozen over ; for thcmfelves were to tarry out 
for the elk-hunting ; and they imagined that the cold and harddiip attending that ex- 
ereife hail made me fick of it the year before. However, we had then a month good 
before the commencement of the froft, and in that interval of time, they proffered to 
entertain me with more diverting game than any I had loon before. They propofed 
to go fifteen or fixteen leagues iurther up the country, a (Turing me, that they knew of 
a certain place that had the mod advantageous limation in the world, both for plea¬ 
fure and profit, and that afforded great plenty of otters, of the (kins of which they 
meant to make a great cargo. Accordingly we pulled down our huts, and having 
embarked in our canoes, failed up the river, till we came to a little lake of two leagues 
in circumference, at the end of which wc faw another greater lake, divided from this 
by an ifthmus of one hundred and fifty paces in length. Wc pitched our huts at the 
diftance of a league from that ifthmus; and fome of the favages fifhed for trouts, 
while the reft were employed in laying traps for the otters upon the brinks of the lake. 
Thefe traps are made of live (lakes placed in the form of an oblong quadrangle, fo as 
to make a little chamber, the door of which is kept up, and fupported by a flake. 
To the middle of this (take they tie a ftring which paffes through a little fork, and has 
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a trout well fattened to the end of it. Now, when die otter comes on fhore, and fees 
this bait, he puts above half his body into that fatal cage, in order to fwallow the filh ; 
but he no fooner touches, than the uring to which it is made fail, pulls away the ftake 
that fupports the door, upon which an heavy and loaded door falls upon his reins and 
quaihes him. During our pilgrimage in that part of the country, the favages took 
above two hundred and fifty Canada otters, the Heins of which are infinitely prettier 
than thofe of Mufcovy or Sweden. The belt of them, which are not worth two 
crowns in this place, are fold in France for four or five, and fometimes for ten, if 
they are black and very rough. As foon as the favages had fet their traps, they gave 
orders to their Haves to go round the lake every morning, in order to take out the 
amphibious animals. Alter that they conduced me to the above-mentioned ifthmus, 
where I was furprissed to fee a fort of a park or fence made of trees, felled one upon 
another, and interlaced with thorns and branches ; with a quadrangular indofure of 
ftakes at the end of it, the entry of which was very narrow. They gave me to know, 
that they ufed to hunt harts in that place, and promifed to divert me with the fiiew as 
foon as the inclofures were a little mended. In effect, they carried me two or three 
leagues off, upon fuch roads as had nothing on either fide but fens and marlhcs ; and 
after they had difperfed themfelves, fome on one hand and fome on the other, with a 
dog for every man, I faw a great many harts running to and qgain, in qudt of places 
of fafety. The favage that I kept company with, allured me, that he and I had no 
occafion to walk very fait, becaufc he had taken the ftraightelt and the neareft road. 
Before us we faw above ten harts, which were forced to run back, rather than throw 
themfelves into the marlh, of which they could never get clear. At laft, after walk¬ 
ing a 4 great pace, and running now and then, we arrived at the park, and found the 
favages lying flat upon the ground all round it, in order td lhut up the entry of the 
ftake inclofure as foon as the harts entered. We found thirty-five harts in the place, 
and if the park had been better fenced, we might Have had above fixty; for the 
nimbleft and lighted of them Ikipped over before they came to enter the inclofure. 
We killed a great many of them, but fpared the dams, becaufe they were great with 
young. I alked of the favages the tongues and the marrow of the harts, which they 
gave me very readily. The flclh was very fat, but not delicious, excepting fome few 
bits about the ribs. But after all, this was not our only game ; for two days after wc 
watt a bear-hunting, and the favages, who fpend three parts of four of their life in 
hunting in the woods, are very dexterous at that exercife, efpecially in ling ling out 
the trunks of the trees upon which the bears nettle. 1 could not but admire their 
knowledge in that point, when, as we were walking up and down in a forett, at the 
didance of an hundred paces one from another, 1 heard one favage call to another, 
Here's a bear. 1 alked them how he knew there was a bear upon the tree which he 
knocked with his axe ; and they all replied, that it was as cafily dittinguilhed as the 
print of an elk’s foot in the fnovv. For five or fix times they never miffed ;• fof after 
they had knocked two or three times upon the trunk of the tree, the bear canicout of 
its hole, and was prefently Ihot. The Canada bears are extreme black, but not mif- 
chievous, for they never attack one, unlefs they be wounded or fired upon. They 
are fo fat, efpecially in' the autumn, that they can fcarce walk. Thole which we 
killed were extremely fat, but their fat is good for nothing but to be burnt, whereas 
their fleih, and, above all, their feet, are very nice vidluals. The favages affirm, 
that no flclh is fo delicious as that of bears ; and indeed, 1 think thcjMare in the right 
of it. "While we ranged up and down in quell of bears, we had the pleafure of fpying 
fome martins and wild-cats upon the branches of the trees, which, the lavages (hot in 
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the head to preferve their ikin. Bat the moil comical thing I faw, was the ihipidity 
of the wood-hens, which fit upon the trees in whole flocks, and are killed one after 
another, without ever offering to ftir. Commonly the/avages ihoot at them with ar¬ 
rows, for they fay they are not worth a fhot of powder, which is able to kill an elk or 
an hart. I have plied this fort of fowling in the neighbourhood of our cantons or 
habitations in the winter time, with the help of a dog who found out the trees by fcent, 
and then barked ; upon which I approached to the tree, and found the fowls upon the 
branches. When the thaw came, I went two or three leagues further up the lake, in 
company with fome Canadefe, on purpofe to fee that fowl flap with its wings. Believe 
me. Sir, this fight is one of the greateft curiofities in the world ; for their flapping 
makes a noife much like that of a drum all about, for the fpace of a minute or there¬ 
abouts ; then the noife ceafes for half a quarter of an hour, after which it begins 
again. By this noife we were directed to the place where the unfortunate moor-hens 
fat, and found them upon rotten moffy trees. By flapping one wing againft the other, 
they mean to call their mates; and the humming noife that enfues thereupon may be 
heard half a quarter o*f a league oft'. This they do only in the months of April, 
May, September and Odober; and, which is very remarkable, the moor-hen never 
flaps in this manner, but upon one tree. It begins at the break of day, and gives over 
at nine o’clock in the morning, till about an hour before funfet that it flutters again 
and continues fo to do till night; I proteft to you, that I have frequently contented 
myfelf with feeing and admiring the flapping of their wings without offering to fhoot 
at them. 

Befides the pleafure of fo many different forts of diverfion, I was likewife enter¬ 
tained in the woods with the company of the honeft old gentlemen that lived in former 
ages. Honed Homer, the deniable Anacreon, and my dear Lucian, were my infeparable 
companions. Aridotle too defired paffionately to go along with us, but my canoe was 
too little to hold his bulky equipage of peripatetic fyllogifms: fo that he was even fain 
to trudge back to the Jefuits, who vouchfafed him a very honourable recepdon. I had 
a great deal of reafon to rid myfelf of that great philofopher’s company; for his ridi¬ 
culous jargon and his fenfelefs terms would have frighted the favages out of their wits. 
Farewell, Sir, I am now arrived at once at the end of my game and my letter. I have 
heard no news from Quebec, where they continue to make mighty preparations for 
fome confidcrable enterprize. Time will difcover a great many things, an account of 
which I mean to tranfmit to you by the Ihips that are to leave this harbour in the end 
of autumn. I conclude with my ufual compliment. 

Yours, &c. 


LETTER XII. 

Dated at St. Helens, over againft Monreal, June 8,1687. 

The CbevSlier de VauJreil arrives in Canada with fome Troops. Both the Regular 
Troops and the Militia are pojled at St. Helens , in readincjs to march againft the 
Iroquefe. 

Sir, 

I HAVE fuch a budget-full of news, that I know not where to begin. I received 
letters but now from M. Senelay’s office; by which I have advice, that orders are fent 
to M. Denoaville to allow me to go for France upon my private concerns. No 
vol. xm. p p » longer 
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longer fince than yefterday, he told me I Oiould have leave to go after the campaign is 
over. My relations write, that the procuring this leave cod them a grot deal of pains; 
and that the fooner I come toJParis, it will be the better for me. 

The governor arrived at Monreal three or four days ago, with all the militia of the 
country, who lie now encamped along with our troops in that ifland. M. D’Amble- 
mont has been at Quebec this month, with five or fix fecond-rate fhips, having failed 
from Rochelle thither in twenty-eight days. He brought over with him ten or twelve 
companies of marines, who are to guard the colony, while we invade the Iroquefe 
country. It is faid, that laft year M. Denonville fent feveral Canadefe, that were 
known and efteemed by the favages, our allies, who live upon the banks of the lakes, 
and the adjacent countries, with orders to engage them to favour our dcfign of •extirpa¬ 
ting the Iroquefe. In the winter he made magazines of ammunition and proviiions, 
and now he has fent feveral canoes, laden with provifions, to Fort Frontenac, and given 
orders for the bfiilding of an infinite number of fuch boats as I defcribed in my fourth 
letter, for the tranfporting of our twenty companies of marines. The militia who are 
encamped in this ifland along with our troops, make fifteen hundred men, and are 
joined by five hundred of the converted favages that live in the neighbourhood of Que¬ 
bec and the ifland of Monreal. The Chevalier Vaudreuil, who is come from France 
to command our troops, is rcfolved to appear in the field, nptwiihftanding the fatigue 
of his paflfage to Canada; and the governor of Monreal is of the fame mind. M. de 
Champigni, the intendant of this country, went from hence to Fort Frontenac two days 
ago. The day after to-morrow M. de Denonville means to march at the head of his 
little army, being accompanied with an ancient Iroquefe, that is very much refpeded 
by the Five Cantons. The hiftory and various adventures of this old gentleman are too 
tedious to bear a relation in this place. Every body is apprehenfive that this expedi¬ 
tion will prove as fuccefslefs as that of M. de la Barre : and if their apprehenfions are 
not difappointed, the King lays out his money to no purpofe. For my own part, when 
I refled upon the attempt we made three years ago, I cannot but think it impolfible for 
us to fucceed. Time will difcover the confequences of this expedition ; and perhaps 
we may come to repent, though too late, of our complying with the advice of fomc 
difturbers of the public peace, who projed to enlarge their private fortunes in a general 
commotion. I lay this down for an uncontefted truth, that we are not able to defiroy 
The Iroquefe by ourfelves: befides, what occafion have we to trouble them, fince they 
give us no provocation ? However, let the event be what it will, I ffiall not fail, upon 
my return, to tranfmit you a journal of our adions, unlefs it be, that I embark for 
Rochelle, and deliver it myfelf. In the mean time, believe me to be, Sir, 

Yours, &c. 


LETTER XIII. 

Dated at Niagara, Auj*. a, 1687. 

Reprefenting the unfavourable IJfue of the Campaign made in the Iroquefe Country; the 
Difcovery of an Ambufcade ; and the ijfuing of Orders for the Author to march with a 
Detachment to the great Lakes. 

Sir, 

IT has been a maxim in all ages, that the events of things, are not always anfwerable 
to menV expectations: when men form to themfelves a promising profped of com- 
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paffing their ends, they frequently meet with the* mortification of feeing themfelves 
difappointed. This I fpeak by way of application to tnyfelf; for inftead of going for 
France, pursuant to the contents of the letter I writ to you two months ago, I am 
now obliged to ftraggle to one end of the world, as you will find by the following 
journal of our expedition, 

' Wc broke up from St. Helens much about the time I fpoke of in my laft. M. de 
Champigni went before us with a ifrong guard, and arrived in a canoe at Fort Fron- 
tenac, eight or ten days before we came up. As foon as he arrived, he font two or 
three hundred Canadefe to furprize the villages of Kente and Ganeouffe, which lie at 
the diftance of feven or eight leagues from the fort, and are inhabited by a fort of Iro- 
quefe, that deferved no other ufage than what they met with. Our Canadefe had no 
great difficulty in maftering them ; for they lurprifed them when they lead thought of 
any alarm, and brought them prifoners to Fort Frontenac, where they were tied to 
polls, with cords round their necks, hands, and feet. We arrived at the fort on the 
firft of July, after the encountering of feveral difficulties among the water-falls, cataraSs, 
and currents, that 1 formerly deferibed to you in my account of M. de la Barre’s 
expedition. We were more perplexed in this voyage than the former; for our boats 
were fo heavy, that we could not tranfport them over land as we did the canoes, but 
were obliged to drag thejn up through the impracticable pafles with the force of men 
and ropes. Immediately upon our debarking, I went ftraight to the fort, "/here I faw 
the miferable prifoners in the above-mentioned pofture. The fight of th ; ‘; piece of 
tyranny filled me at once with companion and horror j but, in the inesfti time, the 
poor wretches fung night and day, that being the cultomary practice of the people of 
Canada when they fall inio the hands of their enemies. They complained, ** that they 
were betrayed without any ground ; that in compenfation for the care they had taken 
ever fmee the peace to furnilh the garrifon with filh and venifon, they were bound and 
tied to polls, and whipped in fucfii a manner, that they could neither ileep, nor guard off 
the flies; that the only requital they met with for procuring to the French a commerce 
in the Ikins of beavers and other animals, was, to be doomed to llavery, and to fee their 
fathers, and the ancient men of their country, murdered before their eyes. “ Are thefe the 
Frfench,” faid they, “ that the Jefuits cried up fo much for men of probity and honour ? 
Even the cruelleft fort of death that imagination itfelf can reach, would be nothing to 
us in comparifon with the odious and horrible fpcftacle of the blood of our ancellors, 
that is fhed fo inhumanly before our eyes. Afluredly, the five villages will revenge our 
quarrel, and entertain an everlalling and jull refentment of the tyrannical ufage we 
now meet with.” I made up to one of thefe wretches that was about five-and-twenty 
years old, and had frequently regaled me in his hut, not far from the fort, during 
my fix weeks fervice in that place, in the year of M. de la Barre’s expedition. This 
poor man being mailer of the Algonkin language, I gave him to know, that I was 
heartily grieved to fee him in that diftnal polture; that I would take care to have 
viXuals and drink conveyed to him twice a day, and would give him letters for my 
friends at Monreal, in order to his being ufed more favourably than his companions. 
He replied, that he faw and was very well acquainted with the horror that moli of the 
French were affeXed with, upon the view of the cruelty they underwent; and that he 
fcomed to be fed, or ufed more civilly than his fellow-prifoners. He gave me .an ac¬ 
count of the manner in which they were furprifed, and how their ancellors were maf- 
facred; and truly, I do not believe that any one can be touched with more cutting and 
bitter reflexions than this poor man was, when he recounted the many fervices he 
had done the French, during the whole courfe of his life: at laft, after many fighs 
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and groans, he bowed down his head* and wrapped hhnfdf up infiledte. Quapte 
poteji narrat , reftabant ultima fievit. Blit this was not the only thing that affe&ed me, 
when I beheld the mifery of thefe innocent creatures: Ifawfome youngfavages of 
our fi<Je bum their fingers with fire in their lighted pipes; which provoked me to 
threfh them foundly; but I was feverely reprimanded for my pain6* and confined to 
my tent for five or fix days* where I only repented that I had not dealt my blows in 
a double meafure. Thefe favages refented the matter fo highly, that they ran prefently 
to their huts, and flew to their fufees, in order to kill me; nay, all that could be 
done was fcarce fufficient to appeafe them ; for the difpute came to that height, that 
they would have left us, if it had not been that our men allured them I was drunk *, 
that all the French were prohibited to give me either wine or brandy, and that Idhould 
certainly be imprifoned as foon as the campaign was over.. However* the poor 
wretches, the prifoners, were carried to Quebec; from whence they are to be 
fent to the French gallies. Much about that time, the Sieur de la Foreft, one of M. 
de la Salle’s officers, arrived at the fort in a great canoe, being conduced thither by 
right or ten coureurs de bois. He gave M. de Denonville to underftand, that a party of 
the Illinefe and the Oumamis waited for the Hurons and the Outaouas at the lake of 
St. Claire, in order to join them, and 'to march with joint forces to the river of the 
Tfonontouans, that being the place of their general rendezvous. He added, that in 
the lake of the Hurons near Milfilimakinac, M. de la Durantais, affifted by the 
favages, our. allies, had taken an Englilh company, conducted by fome Iroquefe, who 
had fifty thousand crowns worth of goods in their canoes, to be difpofed of in exchange 
with the nations that dwell upon thefe lakes; as alfo, that M. Dulhut had taken 
another Englilh convoy, being afiifted by the coureurs de bois, and the favages, who 
had fhared the former capture; and that he had kept the Englilh and Iroquefe as pri¬ 
foners, as well as their commander, who was called Major Gregory; in fine, he 
reprefented to M. de Denonville, that it was high time for him to let out from Fort 
Frontenac, if he meant to appear at the general rendezvous, where the auxiliary troops 
fent from the lakes, would arrive very fpeedily. The next day, being the third of July, 
the Sieur de la Foreft embarked again for Niagara* and fteered to the north fide of the 
lake. At the fame time we embarked and flood to the oppofite fide of the lake, being 
floured by the calms which in that month are very common. 

cy good luck our whole body arrived almoft at one and the fame time in the river 
of tne Tfonontouans; and upon that occafion, the favages, our allies, who draw 
predictions from the moft trifling accidents* ihewed their wonted fuperftition in taking 
this for an infallible prefage of the utter deftruCtion of the Iroquefe. Though after 
all, they proved falfe prophets, as you will find by the fequel of this letter. The fame 
night that we landed, we hauled our canoes and boats out of the water, and fet a 
ftrong guard upon them. This done, we built a fort of ftakes or pales, where we 
left the Sieur Dorvillers with four hundred men to guard our Slipping and baggage. 
The next day, a young Canadefe, called Fontaine Marion, was unjuftly (hot to death. 
His cafe ftood thus: having travelled frequently all over this continent* he was per¬ 
fectly well acquainted with the country, and with the favages of Canada ; and after 
the doing of feveral good fervices to tne King* defired leave from the governor-gene¬ 
ral to continue his travels, in order to carry on fome little trade ; but his requeft was 
never granted. Upon that, he refolved to remove to New England, the two crowns 
being then in peace. The planters of New England gave him a very welcome recep* 

* Atnsog Hie &r*g<» drunken perrons are abnyiexcu&di fer the bottle stones far all crime*. 
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tion; for he wasan a&ivefeliow, and one that underftood alraoft all the languages of 
the favages; Upon this cenfideretion, he was employed to condud the two Engltfh 
convoys I fpoke of but now, and had the misfortune to be taken along with them* 
Now, to my mind/ the ufage he met with from us was extreme hard; for, we are in 
peace with England; and befides, that crown lays claim to the property of the Lakes 
of Canada. 

The next day we began our march towards the great village of the Tfonontouans, 
without any other provifions than ten bifcuits a man, which every one carried for him* 
feif. We had but feven leagues to march in a great wood of tall trees, upon a fmooth 
even ground. The coureurs de bois, with a party of the favages, led the van, and 
the reft,of the favages brought up the rear, our regular troops and our militia being 
polled in the middle. The firft day the army marched four leagues, and the advanced 
guards made no difcovery. The fecond day our advanced parties marched up to the 
very fields of the village without perceiving any thing, though they pad within a 
piftol-fhot of five hundred Tfonontouans, who lay flat upon the ground, and fuffered 
them to pafs and repafs without moleftation. Upon their intelligence we marched up 
with equal precipitation and confufion, being buoyed up with the apprehenfion that the 
Iroquefe had fled, and that, at lead, their women, children, and fuperannuated perfons 
would fall into our hands. When we arrived at the bottom of the hill, upon which 
the ambufeade was placed, at the diftance of a quarter of a league from the village, 
they began to raife their wonted cry, which was followed by the firing of fome muf- 
kets. Had you but feen. Sir, what diforder our troops and militia were in amidft the 
thick trees, you would have joined with me, in thinking that feveral thoufands of 
Europeans are no more than a fufficient number to make head againft five hundred 
barbarians. Our battalions were divided into ftraggling parties, who fell into the right 
and left, without knowing where they went. Initead of firing upon the Iroquefe, we 
fired upon one another. It was fo no purpofe to call in the folaiers of fuch and fuch a 
battalion, for we could not fee thirty paces off j in fine, we were fo difordered, that 
the enemy were going to clofe in upon us with their clubs in their hands, when the 
favages of our fide having rallied, repulfed the enemy, and purfued them to their vil¬ 
lages with fo much fury that they brought off the heads of eighty, and wounded a great 
many. In this a&ion we loft ten favages, and a hundred French. We had twenty or . 
two-and-twenty wounded, in which number was the good Father Angeleran the Jefuit, 
who received a mufket-fhot in thofe parts which Origen chofe to lop off, in order to 
qualify himfelf for inftru&ing the fair fex without the difturbance of paflion, or the 
danger of fcandal. When the favages brought in the heads of their enemies to 
M. de Denonville, they afked him why he halted, and did not march up ? He made 
anfwer, that he could not leave his wounded men behind, and that he thought it proper 
to encamp, that the furgeons might have time to drefs their wounds. To obviate this 
pretence, the favages offered to make litters for the tranfporting of them to the village, 
that lay but a little way off. But our general did not approve of their advice; upon 
which, notwithftanding bis remonflrances, they drew up into a body, and though they 
confifted of ten different nations, agreed in a joint refolution of purfuing their enemy, 
in hopes of taking, at leaft, their women, their old men, and their children. Our 
general being, acquainted with their refolution, gave them to know, that he eameftly 
defired they would reft for one day, and not depart from his camp, and that thenext 
day he would burn their villages, and flarye them to death by fpoiling their crops. 
But they took this compliment fo ill, that moll of them returned to their own country; 
remonfmttmg, « Thatthe French came out to fetch a walk, rather than to wage war* 

fince 
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fince they would not take the advantage of the bell opportunity in the world; that 
their ardour, like a flaih of fire, vyas\extmguiihed as loon as kindled; that it Waaa 
fruitlefs adventure to draw together fo many warriors, from all parts, to bum fome 
huts of bark, that the enemy could rebuild in four days ; that the Tfonontouans did 
uot matter the (polling of their corn, for that the other Iroquefe nations were able to 
fupply them; and in fine, that fince they had joined the French twice together to no 
purpofe, they would never truft them for the future, in fpite of all the remonftrances 
they could make.” Some are of opinion, that M. de Denonville ought to have gone 
farther ; and others affirm, that it was impoffible for him to do more than he did ; 
for my part, 1 (hall not venture upon any decifion of the matter ; thofe who fit at the 
helm, are mod liable to be perplexed. To purfue the bare matter of fadt; we 
marched next day to the great village, and carried our wounded men upon litters, 
but we found nothing there but a(hes; for the Iroquefe had burnt the village them- 
felves, by way of precaution. Then we fpent five or fix days in cutting down the 
Indian com with our (words. From thence we marched to the two little villages of the 
Thegaronhies and the Danoncaritaoui, which lay about two 'or three leagues off. 
Having done the like exploits there, we returned to the lake fide. In all tbefe villages 
we found plenty of horfes, black cattle, fowl and hogs. All the country round 
afforded us a very charming, pleafant, and even profpefl:. The fore .'is through which 
we marched were replenifhed with oak, wallnut, and wild efiefnut-trees. 

Two days after we embarked for Niagara, which lay thirty leagues off, and arrived 
there in four days. As foon as the troops had debarked, wejemployed them in making 
a fort of pales with four baftions, which was finifhed in three days. Here we mean 
to leave an hundred and twenty foldiers under the command of M. des Bergeres, with 
ammunition and provifions for eight months. The fort (lands on the fouth fide of the 
ftreight of Herrie Lake, upon a hill j at the foot of which, that lake falls into the lake 
of Frontenac. Yefterday the favages, our allies, took* leave of M. de Denonville, and 
made a fpeech after their ufual manner ; in which, among other things, they in- 
finuated, that they were pleafed to fee a fort fo conveniently placed, which might 
favour their retreat upon any expedition againft the Iroquefe ; that they depended upon 
his promife, of continuing the war till the five nations fhould be either dcflroycd or 
difpoffeffed of their country; that they eamcftly defired that part of the army (hould 
4 &ke the field out of hand, and continue in it both winter and fumtner, for that they 
would certainly do the fame on their part $ and in fine, that forafmuch as their alli¬ 
ance with France was chiefly grounded upon the promifes the French made of liftening 
to no propofals of peace, till the five nations fhould be quite extirpated, they there¬ 
fore hoped they would be as good as their word ; efpecially confidering that a ceffation 
of arms would fully the honour of the French, and infallibly difengage their allies. 
M. de Denonville gave them fre(h affurances of his intention to carry on the war, in 
fpite of all the efforts of the Iroquefe ; and in a word, protefted that he would pro- 
fecute this defign fo vigqroufly, that in the end thefe barbarians (hould be either quite 
cut off, or obliged to (hift their feats. 

The general called for me that very day, and acquainted me, that in regard I under* 
ftood the language of the favages, 1 was to go with a detachment to cover their coun¬ 
try, purfuant to their requeft. At the fame time he affured me, he would inform the 
court of the reafons that moved him to detain me in Canada, notwith(landing that he 
had orders to give me leave to go home. You may eafily guefs, Sir, that 1 was thun- 
der-ftruck with this news, when I had fed myfelf all along with the hopes of return¬ 
ing to France, and promoting my intereft, which is now fo much thwarted. However, 

I was 
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I was forced to be contented ; for the greater power bears the fway all the world over. 
Purfuantto my orders, I made all fuitable preparations for my voyage, without iofs of 
time. I took leave of my friends, who fingled out the beft foldiers tor me; and made 
me prefentsof cloaths, tobacco, books, and an infinity of other things that they could 
fpare without any inconveniency, becaufe they were then upon their return to the 
colony, which affords every thing that one can defire. By good luck, I brought my 
aftrolabe with me from Monreal, which will enable me to take the latitudes of this 
lake, and to make feveral other ufcful obfervations ; for, in all appearance, I lhail be 
be out two years or fuch a matter. The men of my detachment are briik proper fel¬ 
lows, and my canoes are both new and large. I atn to go along with M. Dulhut, 
a Lyon&gcntleman, who is a perfon of great merit, and has done his King and his coun¬ 
try very confiderable ferviccs. M. de Tonti makes another of our company ; and a 
company of lavages is to follow us. M. de Denonville will fet out for the colony by 
the north fide of the lake of Frontenac, in two or three days. He defigns to leave at 
Fort Frontenac a number of men and ammunition equal to what he leaves here. 

I herewith tranfmit fbme letters for my relations, which I beg you would convey to 
their hands. If i meet with any opportunity. I’ll fend you a journal of my voyage 
the next year. In the mean time, 

lam. Sir, yours, &c* 


LETTER XIV. 

Dated at Miffilimakinac, May 26, 1688. 

The Author leaves Niagara* and has an Encounter with the Iroquefe at the end ' of th e 
Land-carriage. The After-part of bis Voyage. A Dcfcription of the Country. He 
arrives at Fort St. Jofeph in -the Mouth of the Lake of Hurons. A Detachment of 
the Hurons arrive at the fame Place. After an Engagement , they fet out for Miffili¬ 
makinac. A Jlrange Adventure of M. de la Salle's Brother. Miffilimakinac 
deferibed. 

Sir, 

I AM at a lofs to determine whether it is owing to ftupidity, or greatnefs of mind, 
that the lofs of my eftate, which I infallibly forefee, doos not at all affect me. Your 
letter is but too fhrewd a confirmation of my prophecy. However, I cannot but 
purfue your feafonable advice in writing to court; in the mean time fuffer me to fatisfy 
my promife, in prefenting you with a relation of my voyages. 

I embarked at Niagara Auguft 3d, on board a canoe manned with eight foldiers of my 
detachment; and after running three leagues againft the current of the ftreight, came 
that lame day to the place where the navigation flops. * There I met with the Sicur 
Grifolon de la Tourette, brother to M. Dulhut, who had ventured to come from 
Miffilimakinac with a fingle canoe to join the army. The 4th we commenced our great 
land-carriage to the fouthward, being obliged to tranfport our canoes from a league and 
a half below the great Fall of Niagara, to half a league above it. Before we got at any 
beaten or level path, we were forced to climb up three mountains, upon which an 
hundred Iroquefe might have knocked us all on the head with ftones. While we were 
employed in this tranfport fervice, we were alarmed twice or thrice; which cautioned 
us to keep a ftrift guard, and to tranfport our baggage with all poffible expedition. 
Nay, after all our precautions, wc were forced to leave one-half of our baggage about 

half. 



LAHONTAN'S TEAVKM IN CANADA. 




you judge. Sir, if we had not fome res^bn to be alarmed; and whether we would ftand 
to facrifice all to the natural nrindole of felf-orefen«tian : though indflfidJES were in 
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eywji were knocked on the head by our canoe-men that were planted all round 'die 
ifiands. After our arrival at the fort, of which I was ordered to take poffeffion, 
'14. Dulh ut and M. de Torn! had^ftiiiKl to fell thfemfelves for feme days, as ufcf! as 
"the favages that accompanied Us. This fort, which was built by M. Dulhut, upr 
garriloned upon his own charges by the coureurs de bois, who had taken cari% 
fow in it fome buihels of Turkey wheat, which afforded a plentiful crop, that proved 
of great ufe to me. The garrifon furrendered their poft very cheerfully to my 
detachment; and then purfued their commerce with our favages, hr every one had 
leave to go where he pleafed. This gave me an opportunity of fending two canoes 
under a^ guard of foldiers, to difpofe of a great roll of tobacco of two?hundred weight, 
that M/Dulhut had kindly prefented me with; for that honed gentleman informed 
me, that my foldiers might eafily purchafe com in exchange for tobacco, fooner than 
for any other commodities. I am obliged to him as long as I live; but I am much 
afraid the treafurer of the navy will make him no better compenfation for this piece of 
fervice, than for a thoufand other difburfements upon the King's account. The 
foldiers I fent with the tobacco, returned in the latter end of November, and brought 
with them the Reverend Father Avenau the Jefuit, who found no Occafion to trouble 
liimfelf with preaching up abftinence from meat in the time of Lent. They brought 
advice, that a party of theflurons being prepared to march out of their villages, to attack 
the Iroquefe beaver-hunters, would fpeedily repair to the fort to reft themfeives. In 
the mean time I waited with impatience for the arrival of one Turcot, and four more 
of the coureurs de bois, who were to come to me in the be ginning of December, 
along with fome other huntfinen that M. de Denonville had pronufed to fend me $ 
but hearing nothing of them, and our commons being at that time very fhort, I 
fhould have been very much pinched if four young Canadefe who were expert huntf- 
men, had not tarried with me alf winter. The above mentioned party of the Hurons 
arrived December 2 d, bring headed by one Saentfouan, who left me his canoe and his 
baggage, to keep till he returned; for he could not poflibly continue his navigation 
longer, upon the account that the furface of the water began then to be covered with 
ice. Thefe favages chofe to march over land to the fort of Niagara, where they 
expc&ed to receive intelligence before they entered the country of die Iroquefe. 
'They marched ten days, i. e. fifty leagues without feeing one fouL But at laft 
their fcouts perceived the footfteps of tome huntfinen, which they traced at a great 
pace for a whole night, the fnow being then a foot deep. Towards the break of day 
they returned, and gave notice to their fellow-adventurers, that they had discovered 
fix huts, with ten men lodged in each of them. Upon this intelligence the whole 
party made a bait, in order to paint their faces, to prepare their arms, and to conceit 
proper meafures. The attack was fo formed that two men made foftly up to the 
two doors of the huts with their clubs in their hands, to knock down any one that 
offered to come out, while the reft were employed in firing their pieces. And die 
adtion was crowned with wonderful fuccefs; for the Iroquefe bring furprifed and fhut 
up in their bark prifons, there were but two out of fixty-four that made their efcape j 
and thefe two being naked and deftitute of fire-arms, could notbut perifli in the 
woods. Three of the Hurons indeed were killed upon the fpot, but to atone for that 
lofs, the aggreffors carried off fourteen prifoners, and four women. This done, they 
marched bade to my fort with all pofiible expedition. Among the captive Saves, there 
were three who had made part of the number of the one thoufand Iroqusefe that thought 
to have furprifed us the year before, when we were employed in the great land-car¬ 
riage at Niagara. They gave us to underftand, that the fort of Niagara was blocked 
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up by eight hundred Iroquefe, who meant to appear before my port without any 
delay. This troublefome piece of news galled me to the laft degree, for feat* of being 
reduced to extremities; and with that view I was a Very nice hufband of what corn I 
had left. I was not apprehenfive of being attacked by them, for the favages never 
fight fairly, neither do they ever attempt to pull up pallifadoes; but I was afraid that 
they would ftarve us out by cramping our huntfmen in their due range. However, 
the Hurons continuing fifteen days in myfort to refrefh themfelves, I ufed the precaution 
of engaging them to aflift iny huntfmen in providing meat: but as foon as they 
took leave of me in order to return home, our hunting was at an end, and the gates 
were kept fhut. # 

At laft, finding that my provifions were almoft out, I refolvcd to go to Milfilirrrkioac, 
to buy up com from the Hurons and the O'utaouans. Accordingly, having leii fome 
foldiers to guard the fort in my abfence, I embarked with the r *ft of my detachment 
onthe firft of April, with a gentle fouth-eaft gale ; by the help of which we in fen fib I v 
crofted the bay of Saguinan. That little gulph is fix hours over, and in the middle of 
of it there are two little iflands, which afford a very feafonablc lhdt<r when a wind 
arifes in the crofting over. Before you have crofted this bay, the coaft is all along foil 
of rocks and fhelves, one of which that 1 faw was fix leagues broad : but above it the 
coaft is clean and low, efpecially towards the fand-river, which lies half-way between 
that bay and a place called 1* Anfe du Tonnere. Now' this laft place is reckoned 
thirty leagues off" the bay. Having palled that, we had but thirty leagues more to fail ; 
which we did without any danger, but the help of an eaft-fouth-call gale, that fwelled 
the waves prodigioufly. In the mouth of the Illinefc lake wc met the party of the 
Hurons that I mentioned before; and four or five hundred Ontaouas, who were bound 
home, after having fpent the winter in hunting of beavers upon the river of Saguinan. 
Both they and we were forced to lie by in that place lor three or four days, by reafon 
of the ice: after which the lake was cleared, and wc crofted it together. When the 
Hurons came afhore, they confulted among themfelves how to difpofc of their Haves: 
after which they made a prefent of one of them to ML de Juchereau, who commanded 
in that place; but the poor wretch was prefently Ihot to death. Another of them was 
prefented to the Outaouas, who granted him his life, for fuch reafons as you would 
eafily apprehend, if you wace better acquainted with the policy and cunning of that 
fort of men, whom you now take for beafts. 

I arrived in this place on the 18 th of April, and my uneafinefs and trouble took 
date from the day of my arrival; for 1 found the Indian corn fo fcarcc by reafon ol 
the preceding bad harveils, that I defpaired of finding half fo much as I wanted ; but 
after all, I am hopeful, that two villages will furnilh me with almoft as much as I have 
occafion for. M. Cavelier arrived here May 6, being accompanied with his nephew', 
Father Anaftafe the recoiled, a pilot, one of the favages, and feme few Frenchmen, 
which made a fort of a party-coloured retinue. Thefe Frenchmen were fome of thofe- 
that M. de la Salle had conduded upon the difeovery of Miflifipi. They gave out, 
that they are fent to Canada, in order to go to France, with fome difpatches from 
M. de la Salle to the King: but we fufped. that he is dead, becaufe he does not 
return along with them. I (hall not fpend time in taking notice of their great journey 
over-land ; which, by the account they give, cannot be lefs than eight hundred 
leagues. 

Millilimakinac, the place I am now in, is certainly a place of great importance. It 
Hes in the latitude of forty-five degrees, and thirty minutes: but as for its longitude, I : 
Ipf e. nothing to fay of it, for reafons mentioned in my fecond letter. It is not above 
T half 
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IbuXf a league diftant from the lllinefe lake, an account of which, and indeed qf all the 
other lakes, you may expeft elfewhere. Here the Hurons, end Outaouas have each 
of .them a village ; the one befcjg fevered from the other hy a Angle paliifedpe: but 
the Outaouas are beginning to tu-ild a fort upon a hill, that. Hands but one thoufand. 
or twelve hundred paces off. flu's precaution they were prompted to by the murder 
of a certain Huron, called Sandaojuires, who was affaffinated in the Saguinan river by 
four young Outaouas. In this place the Jefuits have a little houfe, or college adjoin¬ 
ing to a fort of a church, and inclo/cd with pales that feparate it from the village of 
the Hurons. Thefe good fathers Javiih away all their divinity and patience to no 
purpofe, in converting fuch ignorant infidels; for all the length they can bring them 
to, is, that oftentimes they wUl deftre baptifm for their dying children, and fome few 
fuperannuated perfons confent to receive the facrament of baptifm, when they find 
themfelves at the point of death. The coureurs de bois have but a very fmall fettle- 
ment here; though at the fame time it is not inconfiderable, as being the ftaplc of all 
the goods that they truck with the fouth and the weft favages} for they cannot avoid 
palling this way, when they go to the feats of the lllinefe, and the Oumamis, or to the 
Hay des Puants, and to the river of Mifiifipi. The (kins which they impo'h from thefe 
different places, muft lie here fome time before they are tranfported to the colony. 
Miffilimakinac is fituated,very advantageouily ; for the Iroquefe dare not venture with 
their forry canoes, to crofs the ftreight of the lllinefe lake, which is two leagues over; 
befides that the lake of the Hurons is too rough for fuch llender boats: and as they 
cannot come to it by water, fo they cannot approach to it by land, by reafon of the 
marfhes, fens, and little rivers, which it would oe very difficult to crols; not to men¬ 
tion that the ftreight of the lllinefe lake lies ftill in their way. 

You can fcarce believe. Sir, what vaft fhoals of white filh are caught about the 
middle of the channel, between the continent and the iHe of Miffilimakinac. The 
Outaouas and the Hurons could never fubfift here without that filhery; for they are 
obliged to travel about twenty leagues in the woods, before they can kill any harts or 
elks, and it would be an infinite fatigue to carry their carcafes to far over-land. This 
fort of white filh, in my opinion, is the only one in all thefe lakes that can be called 
good ; and indeed it goes beyond all other forts of river filh. Above all, it has one 
fingular property, namely, that all forts of fauces fpoil it, fo that it is always eat either 
boiled or broiled, without any manner of feafoning. In*the channel I now fpeak of, 
the currents are fo ftrong, that they fometimes fuck in the nets, though they are two 
or three leagues off. In fome feafons, it fo falls out that the currents run three days 
eaftward, two days to the weft, one to the fouth, and four northward; fometimes 
more, and fometimes lefs. The caufe of this diverfity of currents could never be 
fathomed, for in a calm, they will run in thefpace of one day, to all the points of the 
compafs, i. e. fometimes one way, fometimes another, without any limitation of time; 
fo that the decifion of the matter muft be left to the difciples of Copernicus. Here the 
favages catch trouts as big as one*s thigh, with a fort of filhing hook made in the form 
of an awl, and made faft to a piece of brais wire, which is joined to the line that reaches 
to the bottom of the lake. This fort of filhery is carried on not only with hooks, but 
with nets, and that in winter, as well as in fummer: for they make holes in the ice at 
a certain* diftance one from another, through which they conduct the nets with poles, 
l^he Outaouas and the Hurons have very pleafant fields, on which they fow Indian 
com, peafe, and beans, befides a fort of citruls, and melons, which differs much 
from ours, and of which 1 ftiall take occafion to fpeak to another place. Sometimes 
thefe favages fell their com very dear, efpecially when the beaver-hunters happens not 

QH to 
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to take welh Upon which occafion they make fufficient reprifals upon us for the ex¬ 
travagant price of our commodities. 

As foon as I have brought up fixty facks of com, each of which may weigh fifty 
pound, I am to march with my detachment alone to St. Mary’s Fort, in order to engage 
the Sauteurs or the inhabitants of Saut Saint Marie, to join the Outaouas; after which 
we mean to march with joint forces to the country of the Iroquefe. Befides thefe, 
there is a party of a hundred Hurons ready to march, under the command of the great 
leader Aaario, whom the French call the Rat; but they do not march our way. I 
lhaU write to you with the firft opportunity after my return from this expedition. Per¬ 
haps the Jefuits will fend your letters for me along with M. Dcnonville’s to Fort 
St. Jofeph, where I am to refide, I fhall expe& their arrival with the utmoft impa¬ 
tience. In the mean time I fend you a letter directed to M. de Seignelay, the purport 
of which I have here fubjoined. It w ill be a very- fenfiblc obligation laid upon me, if 
you vouchfafe to believe that I always am, 

Sir, yours, &c. 


The Letter directed to M. Dc Seignelay. 

Honoured Sir, 

I AM the fon of a gentleman that fpent three hundred thoufand crowns in deepen- 
ag the water of the two Caves of Bearn: he had the good luck to compafs his end by 
onveying a great many brooks to thefe two rivers; and the current of the Adour was by 
hat means fo far ftrengthened as to render the bar of Bayonne paflable by a fifty-gun 
hip, whereas in former times a frigate of ten guns durfl not venture over it. It was in 
onfideration of this great and fuccefsful attempt that lljs Majefty granted to my father 
nd his heirs for ever, certain duties and taxes, amounting to the lum of three thoufand 
ivres a year. This grant was confirmed by an ad of the council of ftate, dated 
anuary 9 , 1658 , figned BofTuet, collated, &c. Another advantage accruing to the 
Ling and the province from my father’s fervices, confifts in the bringing down of mails 
nd yards from the Pyrenean mountains, which could gever have been effected if he 
ladnotbyhiscare, and by the difburfing of immenfefums, enlarged the quantity of water 
n the Gave of Oleron to a double proportion. Thefe duties and taxes, which had been 
uftly entailed upon him and his heirs, ceafed to be ours when he died; and to inflame 
he difgrace, I loft his place, viz. that of being an honorary judge of the parliament of 
*au, and chief juftice in eyre for the province of Bearn; all which were mine by inhe- 
itance. Thefe Ioffes are now followed by an unjuft feizure that fome pretended credi- 
ors have made of the barony of La Hontan, of a piece of ground that lies contiguous 
a it, and of a hundred thoufand livres that lay in the hands of the chamber of Bayonne, 
.’hefe faithlefs creditors have no other reafon to fue me, but that I am now in the fag 
nd of the world, and that they are rich, and fupported by the credit and protection of 
he parliament of Paris, where they hope to make good their unjuft pretentions in my 
blence. Laft year 1 obtained leave to return to France, in order to take care of this 
natter; but now M. de Deuonville has fent me with a detachment to thefe lakes; 
rom whence I humbly petition that your honour would vouchfafe me leave to come 
tome the next year, and at the fame time honour me with your protection. 

1 am, with ail poffible refpeft, Your Honour’s, &c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XV. 

Dated at MiflHimakinac, Sep. 18, 1688. 

Defcribing the Fall called Saut St. Marie, where the Author perfuadesthe Inhabitant* to 
join the Ontaouas , and march again/t the Iroquefe. And containing an Account of the 
Occurrences of the Voyage between that Plate and Miffilimakinac. ‘ 

Sir, 

I AM now returned from the Iroquefe country, and have quitted the Fortof St. Jofeph 
againft my will. I cannot allow myfelf to doubt, but that you took care of the letter 
dire&ed for M. de Seignelay, which T transmitted to you three months ago. 

I fet out from hence in my canoe, June 2 j and after my arrival at the water-fall 
called Saut Sainte Marie, I perfuaded forty young warlike fellows to join the party of 
the Outaouas that I mentioned in my laft. This Saut Sainte Marie is a cataraft, or 
rather a water-fall of two leagues in length, which gives vent to the waters of the upper 
lake, and at the bottom of which, not far from the Jefuit’s houfe, there is a village of 
the Outchipoues, alias Sauteurs. This place is a great thoroughfare for the coureurs 
de bois that trade with the northern people, who ufually repair to the brinks of that 
lake in the fummer. The continual fog that rifes from the upper lake, and fpreads 
oyer the adjacent country, renders the ground fo barren that it hears no corn. The 
13th of the lame month I fet out from the above-mentioned village, being accompanied 
by the forty young Sauteurs, who embarked in five canoes, each of which held eight 
men. The 16th we arrived at the iile of Detour, where my foldiers and the party of 
tlie Outaouas had tarried for me two days. The firft: day was fpent by the Outaouas 
and the Sauteurs in warlike feafts, dancing, and finging, purfuant to their wonted 
cuftom : the next day we all* embarked, and traverfing from ifle to ifle, made the 
ifland of Manitoualin in four days. This ifland is twenty-five leagues long, andfeveir 
or eight broad. In former times it waspoflelfed by the Outaouas of Talon, called the 
Otontagans j who were diflodged by the progrefs of the Iroquefe, that has ruined fo* 
many nations. We coafted upon that ifle a whole day; and being favoured by a calm, 
eroded from ifle^to ifle till we ni®He the call fide of l£e lake. In this paflage we eroded 
between two iflands that were fix leagues diftant the one from the other; and upon 
that occafion our watermen, who were not ufed to venture lb far out in their flender 
boats, were fain to tug hard at their oars. The favages flood out at firft, and refufed 
to venture fo far from land, for they would rather have gone fifty leagues about }■ but af 
laft I over perfuaded them, by reprefenting that I would have been very loth to venture- 
my own perfon, if I had not been fufliciently provided againft all danger by an exa£t 
knowledge of the winds and the ftorms. The calm continuing, we made the river of 
Theonontate on the 35th. The next day there fprung up a gale from the weft-fouth- 
weft, which kept us back for four or five days; but our flop was of no great advantage; 
to us, for it rained fo heavily, that we could not hunt. This country is the ancient feat 
of the Hurons, as it appears from the name they give to their nations in their own 
language, viz. Theonontateronons, i. e. the inhabitants of Theonontate. Butaftqr the 
Iroquefe had upon divers occafions, taken and defeated great numbers of them, the reft 
quirted the country to avoid the like fate. We rc-embarked on the 39th, and on the lft 
of July arrived at Fort St. Jofeph, where the foldiers I had left waited for us with:great 1 
impatience. Having landed fame lacks of com at the fort, we fet out again on the 3d; 
of July, and purfuedour courfe with all diIigence,*Si order to an early appearance in< 
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the Iroquefe-country. We failed through the ft nut or neck, and flood to the fouth 
•fide of the lake Erie; and being favoured by the weather, arrived on die 17th in the 
river Conde, which ! (hall have occafion to take notice of in describing the lakes of 
-Canada. Immediately, upon our landing, the favages fell to work in. cutting, down 
trees, and making a redoubt of flakes, or pales, for tne Security of our canoes and bag¬ 
gage, and for a me retreat to ourfelves in cafe of necellity. 

The 20th they marched, each man being provided with a light covering, a bow, and 
fome arrows, (or elfea fufec) and a little bag containing ten pound weight of the flour 
of the Indian corn. They thought it molt convenient to keep to the banks of the 
river,-upon which the Goyogoans are wont to ftflx for fturgeon; For. that filh, which is 
'fix feet in length, comes out of the lakes in hot weather, and fwiins up the* rivers. 
They had refolved likewife, if they found the country clear to march up and furprize 
the villages of the Goyogoans: but they were foon eafed of that trouble, for they had 
not marched two days when their fcouts deferied three hundred Iroquefe; and on the 
ether hand, the Iroquefe Spied them to Such purpofc, that the,' fcouts efcaped very 
narrowly, and had much ado to return to the body of the party, which immediately 
betook themfelves to flight. I was mightly furprized when I heard the centinel of our 
redoubt cry out, Aux armes , our men are beaten and purfued; but I was yet more fur- 
prized when I faw the fugitives run at full fpeed, when there yvas nobody behind them. 
When they came up, they were all filent for half an hour, purfuant to their ufe and 
-wont; after which their leader recounted to me the particulars of the adventure. I 
thought at firft that their advanced guards had miftook the number of the enemies; 
for I knew that the.Outaouas had not the reputation of too much courage; but the 
next day a party of the Iroquefe appeared in fight of our redoubt, which gave the 
occafion to believe that they were in the right of it. Nay, this truth was afterwards 
confirmed by a certain Have called Chaouanon, who made his efcape to the redoubt, and 
aifured me, that the Iroquefe were not lefs than four hundred; to which he added, 
that they expeded to be joined by fixty more that had marched fome months before 
• to the country of the Oumamis. He informed us farther, that while the Marquis de 
Deionville was concerting meafurcs for a peace with the five nations, an Englilhman, 
of the name of Aria, accompanied with fume others, ei^eavoured to difluade them from 

« eace, by orders from the governor of New York. In the mean tithe the favages 
aving prefled me to aflifl at a council of war, they propofed to lie by for a fair wind, 
and then to embark. They reprefent, that they defigned to fail to the end of the lake, 
where they would infallibly light upon t|pe fixty Iroquefe that Lp&ationed above; but 
withal, that they could not agree Jo fet out in a calm, becaufe that after their quitting 
the redoubt, and launching our, a contrary wind migh| force them afhore, where their 
throats might be cut if the enemy purfuea them. 1 ‘replied, that it was then fuch fine 
weather, that we had nothing to exped but calms ;• that if we tarried longer in this 
place, our enemies would thereby gain time to make canoes in order tp a purfuit: that 
fince the fimmrablencfs of the wind was fo uncertain, we ought to embark without lofs 
of time; that we. might fail in the night and feulk in the day time behind rocks and 
points of land; and, that by this means the eiumy would beat -a-* lofs to know whether 
we ftood to the fouth or to the north fide ofthe lake. The favages made anfwer, that 
it was true their tarrying might be every way prejudicial; but it was equally true, that 
any, expedient was dangerous; however, they cemented to embark along with us, and 
forthatend gummed their canoes. We embarked on. the a^th at night, ped the weather 
.fcepg fair, clear, and calm, madea«pt deal of way.tjiat 

we came to ananenor,defigning toileep for threepr fogrhouxs, f>ut 
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stitto flar out of the Uanoee." About midnight we weighed oar little wroodenanchors, 
and one 1 half of the men rowed while the other was at reft. Thus did we continue ter 
fleer vrtth a great deal of precaution and care* rowing all night, and lying by all day. 

July: 28th, when we were lying almoft all afleepin a creek of a little ifland, the watch* 
deferying fome canoes that made towards us, waked fome favages- that had' gone afhore 
tofleep the more conveniently. The noife having alarmed us all, we prefemly made 
eurfelvesready to get in head of thefe canoes; but at the fame time, though' we wenr 
but half a league oft; we could not diflinguifh who they were, by reafon that the fun- 
beams falling perpendicularly, made the furface of the water look like a looking-glafs. 
Indeed there being but two of them, we reckoned they were manned with Iroquefe, 
and that each-of them contained at leaft twenty men ; upon which fufpicion, the leader 
of the Sauteurs offered to go aihore with his men, and poit himfelf at the entry of a 
wood,, from whence he would' foftly follow the canoes without being difeoversd, until - 
fuch time as we forced them aihore. At the fame time he propofed that the Outaouas 
and my detachment fhould fuffer them to be within a mufket-fhot pfthe ifland before we 
difeovered ourfelves, or offered to give them chafe, upon the apprehenlion that if we 
followed them clofer, they would- be fo far from getting on fhore, that they would- 
fight as defperatc, and chufe rather to be killed or drowned than to be taken. 'I bis 
propofal was liked, and «every thing was managed accordingly. As fooa as our un¬ 
known enemy perceived us, they made the fhore with all imaginable precipitation ; and 
juft when they were going to knock their prifoners on the head, the Sauteurs fell upon 
them, but miffed of their aim in taking them all alive; for they fought to the laft gafp, 
like men that knew no medium betwixt conqueft and death. Una faJtu viftis nullum 
fperare falutem. This engagement itappened while we landed ; however, the Sauteurs 
came off with honour, for they loft only four men, and of twenty Iroquefe they killed 
three, wounded five, and took the reft prifoners, fo that not one of them efcaped. 
Idle Iroquefe had along with them eighteen flaves of the Oumamis, who were all 
wounded, and feven big-bellied women, from whom we had intelligence that the reli¬ 
ef their party were then upon their return by land upon the banks of the lake, having 
thirty-foUr prifoners, of both fexes ; and that they could not then be far offi Where 
this intelligence was laid befoz# us, the Outaouas were of the opinion that we fhould 
reft fatisfied with the feats vve had done, upon the plea that the above-mentioned four 
hundred Iroquefe would certainly get before us. On the other hand; the Sauteum 
maintained that they had rather perifh than fail to attempt the refeue of thefe prifoners, 
and the defeat of the whole party; and that if nobody would fecond them, they would 
make the attempt by- themfclves. The bravery of this refutation obliged me to en¬ 
courage and edge on the Outaouas. I remonftrated to them, that in regard the Sau¬ 
teurs engroffed the glory of the former aftion, they had more reafon than we to 
decline the rifque of a fecond engagement, that if we refuted to back them, our 
cowardice would cover us with everlafting infamy ; and, that in order to render the 
attack more fecure, we ought to ufe a fpeedy precaution in finding out fome point or 
elbow of land where our canoes, t our baggage, and .our prifoners might be lodged fafe. 
The’Outaouas had a great deal of relu&ancy to the matter; however, after confulttng 
among themfelves,. they complied with the propofal, more for fhame, than-out of true 
TOurage. Having laid down that joint refolution, we made up a little fort of a fence, 
m feven or eight hours, and then fent out fcouts on all hands', while the main body was 
in readings |p:march Upon the firftalarm; > 

Augnft 4; two of bur fptes returhed upon full fpeed, to acquaint us that the Ifoquefd 
werenot sieve three, leagues off,; and that theyadvancedtowards us antLwithal, that 
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upon the road there "was a little brook, upon which an ambufcade might be conveniently 
laid. This advice animated our favages fo much, that they run immediately to take 
poffeffion of that advantageous poll; but they knew not how to make the right ufe of 
it. The Outaouas were too hafty in firing ; and by (hooting at too great a diftance, 
gave all the enemies an opportunity of making their efcape, abating for ten or twelve 
whofe heads were brought into the little fort where I (laid. The Haves indeed were 
all retaken, and fo refcued from the cruelty of thefe tigers ; which encouraged us to 
reft falisfied. When the expedition was over, we flowed thefe poor wretches in our 
•canoes, and fleered with all expedition to the ftrait or neck of the lake of Huron, 
which we made on the 13th. We enjoyed a great deal of pleafure in ftetnming the 
current of that ftreight; the iflands of which, that I mentioned above, were Covered 
with roe-bucks. This opportunity we did not flight; nor did we grudge our flopping 
upon thefe iflands for eight days ; during which time we were bulled in hunting, and 
refrelhed ourfclves with plenty of excellent fruit that was fully ripe. Here the wounded 
and retaken prifoners had an opportunity of refling, and of drinking the broth of 
fevcral forts of meat; and wc had time to broil as much meat as wc could flow in our 
canoes, not to mention the great number of turkeys that we were obliged to eat upon 
•the fpot, for fear that the heat of the i'cafon would fpoil them. 

In that fpace of time the poor wounded lavages were carefully purged with fuch 
roots as the Americans are well verfed in ; which 1 mean to explain to you in its proper 
time and place ; and they wanted not good rcitoratives of jelly-broth. The 24th we 
re-embarked, and arrived at night at Fort St. Jofeph, where I found a party of eighty 
•Oumamis, commanded by one Michitonka, who being lately returned from Niagara, 
expe&ed my arrival with the utrnoft impatience. HVhen I landed, I was furprized to 
fee the fort crammed with favages; but on the other hand, they were equally aftonilhed 
to find it) our company their countrymen, to whofe hard fortune they had been alto¬ 
gether ftrangers. The joyful meeting filled the air with acclamations, and panegyrics 
rung all about to an extravagant degree. 1 wifh, Sir, you had been there to partake 
of the pleafure of fo fine a (how ; had you been prefent, you would have joined with 
me in owning that all our French rhetoric cannot reacn fuch pithy and fignificant 
figures, efpecially upon the fcore of hyperboles, as made up the bulk of the harangues 
qj^l fongs that thefe poor people uttered with rapture and tranfport. Michitonka 
acquainted me, that after he went to the fort of Niagara, with a defign to make fome 
expedition into the country of theTfonontouans, he found that the (curvy had made 
fuch a terrible havoc in that fort, that it had fivept off the commander, and all the 
foldiers, bating twelve, who had the good luck to get over it, as well as M. dc Ber¬ 
geres, who by the advantage of a hale conftitution, had hemmed the raging violence of 
that diftemper. He informed me farther, that M. Bergeres having refolved to fet out 
with his twelve men for the fort of Frontenac, had defired of him a reinforcement of 
fome young Oumamis, which was granted him ; that after M. Bergeres had em¬ 
barked, himfelf marched over-land to the country of the Onnontagues, where he re¬ 
joined the reinforcement he had granted to M. de Bergeres, and underftood from 
them, that during the winter the feurvy had carried oft*as many foldiers at Fort Fron¬ 
tenac as at Niagara; and, that M. de Dcnonville was negociating a peace with the 
Iroquefe, 

Thft goveruor of fort Frontenac had requefted Michitonka to engage in no enter- 
orifer and to return home with his men ; upon which that leader being in full march 
homeward, was attacked by three hundred Onnontagues, whom he durft not engage 
othrewife than ih a running light, by which he loft four men. Being informed of all 
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thefe circumftances, I confultcd with the three different nations that were then pofted 
in my fort. After a mature reflection upon the intelligence that was laid before them, 
they catne to this resolution ; that fmee the Marquis de Denonville had a mind to clap 
up a peace, and the fort of Niagara was abdicated, the fort 1 then commanded would 
be of no ufe; that fince 1 had neither provifions nor ammunition for above two months, 
1 fliould be obliged at the end of thefe two months to retreat to the place from whence 
] now write ; that at that time of the year our navigation would be uneaiy and dan¬ 
gerous ; that in regard I lay under an indifpen/ible ncccfiny of making tny retreat, it 
was of no great moment whether I marched oil' two months fooner or later ; and, in 
fine, that fince I had received no frefh orders, nor no fuccours, it was my bufinefs to 
go off ajpng with them, 'l itis refolution, which was a fuflicient argument to fway me, 
afforded matter of joy to the foldiers, who were afraid of being obliged to a more 
rigorous courfe of abflinrnce in that poll than they had formerly undergone; for 
the moafures of a critical abftincnce do not fit well upon a foldier s ftomach ; in fine, 
purfuant to our joint rcfoh.tion, we fet fire to the fort on the 27th, and embarked that 
fame day., and keeping clofe to the fouth fltore of the lake that I took notice of in my 
Lit, arrived here on the toth of September. The Oumamis marched over-land to 
their own country, and carried with them the wounded, who were then in a condition 
to marc). 

Upon my arrival in this* place, I found here M. de la Durantay, whom M. Denon- 
villc has invclted with the commiilion of commander of the coureurs de bois that 
trade upon the lakes, and in the fouthern countries of Canada. The governor has 
lent me orders to return to the colony if the feafon and other circumftances permit; 
or to tarry here till the fpring, if I forefee infurmountabie difficulties in the paffage. In 
the mean time he has lent me efforts to anfwcr the pay of my detachment, and to fub- 
firt them in the winter. Thefe orders would be extremely acceptable to me, if I could 
but contrive how to return to the colony; but that feems to be abfolutely impoffible ; 
and both the French and the favages agree that it is lb. There are in that paflage fo 
many water-falls, cataracts, and places where there is a neceflity of tedious land-car¬ 
riages, that I dare not run fuch hazards with my foldiers, who cannot work the boats 
but upon flagrant water. Upon that confideration I have thought it more proper to 
halt here till the next year ; at which time 1 defign to take the advantage of the com¬ 
pany of fume Frenchmen and favages, that promife to take into each of their canoes 
one of my men. In the mean time, I am upon the point of undertaking another voy¬ 
age, for I cannot mew rnyfelf up here all this winter. I defign to make the bell ufe 
of my time, and to travel through the fouthern countries that I have fo often 
heard of, having engaged four or five good huntfmen of the Outaouas to go along with 
me. 

The party of the Ilurons that I mentioned in the beginning of my letter, returned 
hither two months ago, and brought with them an Iroqucfe Have, whom their leader 
prefented to M. de lnchcreau, the late colonel of the coureurs de bois, and whom 
that colonel ordered to be immediately fhot. The crafty leader a&ed upon that oc- 
cafion a very cunning and malicious part, the fatal confequcnces of which I eafdy 
forefec : he entruffed nobody with the fecret but myfelf; for he is my true friend, 
and he knows that I am his ; howeyer, I rauft go no farther upon this matter, left 
my letter fliould be intercepted. Though after all, if the blow were not already given, 
or if it were pofiible to remedy it, my friendfhip fhould not hinder me from acquaint¬ 
ing M. de Denonville with the intrigue, that he might get clear of it as well as he 
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could. If it pleafes God to allow me a fafe return to France, I {hall tell you the ftory 
by word of mouth. 

I underftand by your laft, that the King has preferred his almoner, the abbot of 
St. Valiers, to the bilhoprick of Quebec ; and that this bifliop was confecrated in 
St. Sulpice’s church. This piece of news would be very welcome to me, if I thought 
he would be lefs rigid than M. de Laval, his predeceffor. But what likelihood is there 
that the new bifhop will be of a tradable temper ? If it is true that he has refufed other 
good bifliopricks, he mail be as fcrupulous as the'monk Dracontius, that St. Athana- 
fius cenfures for not accepting of a prefentation to a bilhoprick that was offered him ; 
in fine, if he is of that fcrupulous temper, his critical ftri&nefs will fcarce go down 
in this country j for the people are already tired out with his predeceffor’a excom¬ 
munications. 

I am. Sir, yours, &c. 


LETTER XVI. 

Dated at Mifiilimakinac, May 28. 1689. 

Containing an Account of the Author's Departure from and Return to Mijfilimakinac. 
A Dcfcription of the Bay of Puanis, and its Villages. Ati ample Dcfcription of the 
Beavers ; followed by the Journal of a remarkable Voyage upon the Long River, and a 
Map of the adjacent Country. 

Sir, 

THANK God, I am now returned from my voyage upon the Long River, which 
falls into the river of Miflifipi. I would willingly have traced it up to its fource if 
feveral obftacles had not flood in my way. I fe; out from hence the 24th of 
September accompanied with my own detachment, and the five huntfmen I mentioned 
in my laft ; who indeed did me a great deal of fervice. All the foldiers were provided 
with new canoes loaded with provifions and ammunition, and fuch commodities as are 
proper for the favages. The wind, which flood then in the north, wafted me in three 
days to the bay of Pouteouatamis, that lay forty leagues off. The mouth of that bay 
► is in a manner choaked with ifles, and the bay itfelf is ten leagues broad, and twenty- 
five leagues long. 

The 29th we came to a little deep fort of a river, which difcmbogucs at a place 
where the water of the lake fwells three foot high in twelve hours, and decreafes as 
much in the fame compals of time. Our tarrying there three or four days gave me an 
opportunity of making this remark : the villages of the Sakis, the Pouteouatamis, and 
fome Malominis, are fcated on the fide of that river, and the Jefuits have a houfe or 
college built upon it. This is a place of great trade for fkins and Indian com, which 
thefe favages fell to the coureurs de bois, as they come and go, it being the nearelt 
and mod convenient paffage to the river of Miflifipi. The foil of this country is fo 
fertile that it produces (in a manner without agriculture) our European com, peafe, 
beans, and feveral other fruits that are not known in France. As foon as l landed, 
the warriors of thefe three nations came by turns to my apartment, to regale me with 
the calumet dance, and with the captain’s dance; the former being a fignification of 
peace and friendfhip, and the latter of refpe£t and efteem. I returned the compliment 
with a, prefent of fome rolls of Brafil tobacco, which they value mightily, and fome 
firings 61 Venice beads, with which they embroider their coats. Next morning I was 
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invited to a feaft with one of the three nations; and after having fent to them fome 
dilhes and plates, purfuant to the cuftom of the country, I went accordingly about 
noon. They began with congratulating my arrival, and after I had returned them 
thanks, fell a Tinging and dancing one after another, in a particular manner, of 
which you may expeft a circumftantial account when I have more leifure. The 
finging and dancing lafted for two hours, being feafoned with acclamations of joy and 
jells, which made up part of their ridiculous mufic. After that the Haves came to ferve, 
and all the company fat down after the Eaftem falhion, every one being provided with 
his mefs, juft as our monks are in the monaftery halls. 

Firft.of all, four platters were fet down before me, in thefirft of which there were 
two white filh only boiled in water; in the fecond, the tongue and breaft of a roebuck 
boiled; in the third, two wood-hens, the hind feet or trotters of a bear, and the 
tail of a beaver, all roafted ; and the fourth contained a large quantity of broth made 
of feveral forts of meat. For drink they gave me a very pleafant liquor, which was 
nothing but a fyrup of maple beat up with water; but of this more elfewhere. The 
feaft lafted two hours j after which I intreated one of the grandees to ling for me; for 
in all the ceremonies made ufe of among the favages, it is cuftomary to employ another 
to aft for them. I made this grandee a prefent of fome pieces of tobacco, in order to 
oblige him to aft my part^till night. Next day, and the day after, I was obliged to go 
to the fealls of the other two nations, who obferved the fame formalities. The moil 
curious thing I faw in the villages was ten or twelve tame beavers, that w’ent and 
came like dogs from the rivers to the cottages, without ftraggling out of the road. 
I alked the favages if thefc anitnals could live out of the water; and received this anfwer, 
that they could live aftiore as well as dogs, and that they had kept fome of them above 
a year, without fuffering them to go near the rivers: from whence I conclude, that 
the cafuifts are out in not ranging ducks, geefe, and teals in the number of amphi¬ 
bious animals, as the naturalifts are wont to do. I had heard the fame ftory from 
feveral Americans before ; but being apprehenfive that there were different fpecies of 
beavers, I had a mind to be better informed: and indeed there is a particular kind of 
them, which the favages call the terreftrial, or land-beaver ; but at the fame time they 
tell you, thefe are of a different fpecies from the amphibious fort; for they make holes 
or dens in the earth, like rabbits or foxes, and never go near the water, unlefs it be to 
drink. They are likewife called by the favages, the lazy or idle kind, as being 
expelled by the other beavers from the kennels in which thefe animals are lodged, to 
the number of eighty. Thefe kennels I mean to deferibe afterwards; in the mean time 
1 only take occafion to acquaint you, that the idle fort being unwilling to work, are 
expelled by the others, juft as wafps are by bees; and are fo teafed by them, that 
they are forced to quit the kennels, which the better and more induftrious race huddles 
up to themfelves in the fens. This fupine beaver refembles the other fort in its 
figure, excepting that the hair is rubbed off the back and the belly, which is 
occafioned by their rubbing againft the earth when they return to, or ftir out from 
their holes. 

The writers of natural hiftory are very much out, in fancying that the beavers cut 
off their own tefticles, when purfued by the huntfmen; for that which the phyficians 
call caftoreum, is not lodged in the tefticies, but in a certain bag that nature feems 
to have formed on purpofe for thefe animals, and this bag they make ufe of to clear 
their teeth, after the biting of fome gummy fhrub. But fuppofing the tefticles to be 
the proper receptacle of the caflor, we muft ftill concave that it is impoffible for a 
beaver to pull out his tefticles, without rending the nerves of the groin, in which they 
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are feated juft by the fharebone. It is manifeft that Elian and feveral other naturalifts, 
were fcarce acquainted with .beaver-hunting; for had they known any thing of the 
matter, they would never have talked of the purfuing of thefe animals, which never 
go from the fide of the pond where the kennels are built; and which dive under water 
upon the lead noife, and return to their dens when the danger is over. If thefe 
creatures were but fenfiblc of the reafon for which war is declared again!! them, they 
would flea themfelves alive; for it is the (kin only that the huntftnen want, the value 
of the caftor being nothing in companion with that. A great beaver is twenty-fix 
inches long, from the hind head to the root of the tail. It is about three foot and eight 
inches round, its head is feven inches long and fix broad ; its tail is fourteen inches long, 
and fix broad, and about the middle it has the thicknefs of an inch and two linen. The 
figure of the tail is oval; the fcalc with which it is covered, and which performs the 
office' of what the phyficians call the epidermis, or fcarf-lkin, is an irregular hexagon. 
The beaver carries upon its tail the clay, the earth and other materials of which they 
make their banks and kennels, or huts, by a wonderful inftintl. Its ears arc fliort, 
round and hollow; its legs are five inches long, its feet fix inches and eight lines, and 
its paws arc three inches and a half from the heel to the end of the great toe. 1 ts 
paws arc formed much like a man's hand, and they make ufc of them in feeding as 
apes do. The five toes are joined like thofe of a duck, with a membrane of a flate 
colour. It eyes are of the letter lizc, in proportion to the bulk of its body, and bear 
the figure of a rat’s eyes. Before its muzzle there are four fore-teeth or cutters, viz. 
two in each jaw, as in a rabbit, bcfidcs which it has fixleen grinders, that is, eight 
In the upper, and as many in the lower mandible. The cutters are above an inch 
long, and a quarter of an inch broad, being very ftrong and ffiarp like a cutlas ; for 
a beaver aflifted by its affociatcs, (if I may fo call its fellow-beavers) cuts down trees 
as big as a hogfliead; which I could never have believed, if I had not obferved 
with my own eyes, about twenty trunks of trees cut down in that faffiion. A beaver 
has two lays of hair; one is long, and of a filming black colour, with a grain as big 
as that of man’s hair ; the other is fine and fmocth, and in winter fifteen lines long : 
in a word, the lalt is the fine!! down in the world. The fkin of fuch a beaver as I 
have now deferibed, will be two pound weight, but the price varies according to the 
^joodnefs. In winter and autunm the flefh of a beaver cats very well, if it be roafled. 
Thus, Sir, I have prefented you with an exaft defeription of thefe reputed amphi¬ 
bious animals which make fuch ftru&ures, that all the art of man can fcarce equal. 
Upon another occafion perhaps I may give you a circumftantial account of their 
wonderful ftrudture, which I decline at prefent, becaufe the digreflion would be too 
tedious. 

To return to my voyage. After our arrival in the bay of Ponteouatamis, we bid 
adieu to the navigation upon the lakes of Canada; and fetting out September 30, ar¬ 
rived October a, at the foot of the fall of Kakalin, after {lemming fome little currents in 
the river of Puants. The next day wc accompliflied the final! land-carriage, and on 
the 5th arrived before the village of Kikapous, in the neighbourhood of which I en¬ 
camped the next day, in order 10 receive intelligence. That village ftands upon the 
brink of a little lake, in which the favages fifli great quantities of pikes and gudgeons. 
I found only thirty or forty men fit for war in the place, for the reft were gone a 
beaver-hunting fome days before. The 7th I rcimbarked, and rowing hard, made in the 
evening the little lake o! Malominis, where we killed bucks and buftards enough for 
fupper. We went a dm re that night, and built huts for ourfelves upon a point of land 
that flioots out; by break of day I went in a canoe to the village, and after an hour's 
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conference with fome of the favages, prefented them with two rolls of tobacco, and 
they, by way of acknowledgement, made me a prefent of two or three facks of oat¬ 
meal : for the fides of the lake are covered with a fort of oats, which grow in tufts, 
with a tall (talk, and of which the favages reap plentiful crops. The 9th I arrived at 
the foot of Outagamis fort, where I found but few people; however, they gave me a 
very kind reception, for after dancing the calumet before the door of my hut, they 
made me a prefent of venifon and fifh. Next day they conveyed me up the river, to 
the place where their folks were hunting the beavers. The 1 ith we embarked, and 
landed the 13th upon the fliore of a little lake, where the head of that nation refided. 
After we had reared up our huts, that general gave me a vifit, and enquired which way 
I intended to move. 1 made anfwer, that 1 was fo far from defigning to march toward 
the Nadoueflious. his enemies, that I fhould not come near them by one hundred 
leagues; and to confirm the innocence of my intentions, I prayed him to fend fix 
warriors to accompany me to the Long River, which I defigned to trace up to its fource. 
lie replied, that he was extremely glad to find that I carried neither arms nor cloaths 
fo the Nadoueflious ; that he faw I had not the equipage of a coureur de bois, but that 
on the contrary, I had fome difeovery in my view. At the fame time he cautioned me 
not to venture too far up that noble river, by reafon of the multitudes of people that 
1 would find there, though they have no ftomach for war: he meant, that fome nume¬ 
rous party might furprize me in the night-time. In the mean time, inflead of the fix 
warriors that I defired, he gave me ten, who underftood the lingua, and knew the 
country of the Eokoros, with whom his nation had maintained a peace of twenty years 
Handing. I ftaid two days with this general, during which time he regaled me nobly, 
and walked about with me to give me the fatisfa&ion of obferving the difpofure of the 
cottages of the beaver-hunters ; a defeription of which you may expett in another 
place; I prefented him with a fufee, twelve flint ftones, two pounds of powder, four 
pounds of ball, and a little axe, and I gave each of his two fons a great coat, and a roll 
of Brafil tobacco. Two of the ten warriors that he gave me, could fpcak the language 
of the Outaouas, which I was well pleafed with ; not that I was a ftrangcr to their own 
language* for between that and the A Igonkin there is a great difference, but in regard 
that there were feveral words that puzzled me. My four Outaouas were tranfported 
with this little reinforcement, and were then fo encouraged, that they told me above 
four times, that we might venture fafely fo far as the plantation of the fun. I em¬ 
barked with this finall guard the rCth about noon, and arrived that night at the land- 
carriage of Ouifconffnc, which we finiflied in two days, that is, we left the river of 
Puants, and tranfported our canoes and baggage to the river Ouifconffnc, which is not 
above three quarters of a league diffant, or thereabouts. I fhall fay nothing of the 
river we left, but that it was muddy, full of (helves, and inclofed with a deep coaft, 
marflies, and frightful rocks. 

The 19th we embarked upon the river Ouifconffnc, and being favoured by a flack 
current, arrived in four days at the place where it empties itfelf into the river Mifli- 
fipi; which is about half, a league broad in that part. The force of the current, and 
the breadth of that river is much the fame as that of the Loire. It lies north-eaft and 
fouth-weft, and its fides adorned with meadows, lofty trees and firs. I obferved but 
two illands upon it, though there may be more, which the darknefs of the night hid 
from us as we came down. The 23d we landed upon an iffand in the river Miflifipi, 
over againft the river 1 fpoke of but now, and were in hopes to find fome wild-goats 
there, but had the ill-fortune to find none. The day after we croffed to the other fide 
of the river, founding it every where, as we had done the day before, and found nine 
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feet water in the {hallowed place. The 2d of November we made the mouth of the 
Long River, having firft ftemmed feveral rapid currents of that river, though if was 
then at the lowed ebb. In this little paffage we killed feveral wild beeves, which we 
broiled, and catched feveral large dabs. On the 3d we entered the mouth of the Long 
River, which looks like a lake full of bull-ru(hes ; we found in the middle of it a 
narrow channel, upon which we deered till night, and then lay by to fljiep in our canoes. 
In the morning I enquired of my ten Outagamis, if we had far to fail before we were 
clear of the rufhes, and received this anfwer, that they had never been in the mouth of 
that river before, though at the fame time they affured me, that about twenty leagues 
higher the banks of it were clad with wood and meadows. But after all, we did not 
fail fo far, for about ten o’clock next morning the river became pretty narrow; and the 
fhore was covered with lofty trees; and after continuing our courfe the reft of that 
day, we had a profpeft of meadows now and then. That fame night we landed at a 
point of land, with a defign to drefs our broiled meat, for at that time we had none 
frefli. The next day we flopped at the firft ifland we faw, in which we found neither 
man nor beaft ; and the evening drawing near, I was unwilling to venture far into it, 
fo we even contented ourfelves with the catching of fome forry fifh. The 6th a gentle 
gale fprung up, which wafted us to another iflaud about twelve leagues higher, where 
we landed. Our paffage to this place was very quick, notwitlj {landing the great calm 
that always prevails upon the river, which I take to be the leaft rapid river in the world. 
But the quicknefs of the paflage was not the only furprifal, for I was amazed that I faw 
no harts, nor bucks, nor turkaes, having met with them all along in the other parts of 
my difeovery. The 7th the fame wind drove us to a third ifland, that lay ten or twelve 
leagues off the former, which we quitted in the morning. In this third ifland our 
favages killed thirty or forty pheafants, which I was not ill pleafed with. 

The 8th the wind proving unferviceable to us, by renfon that it was intercepted by 
hills covered with firs, we plied our oars: and about two in the afternoon, deferied on 
the left hand large meadows, and fome huts at the diftance of a quarter of a league 
from the river. Upon this difeovery, our favages and ten of the foldiers jumped upon 
the fhore, and direfcled their courfe to the houfes, where they found fifty or fixty huntf- 
men prepared to receive them, with their bows and arrows. As foon as the huntfinen 
-•heard the voice of the Outagamis, they threw down their arms, and prefented the com¬ 
pany with fome deer that they had juft killed, which they likewife helped to carry to my 
canoes. The benefactors were fome of the Eokoros, who had left their villages, and 
come thither to hunt. I prefented them, more out of policy, than acknowledgment, 
with tobacco, knives and needles, which they could not but admire. Upon this, they 
repaired with expedition to their villages, and gave their affociatcs to underftand, what 
a good fort of people they had met with; which had fo much influence, that the next 
day towards the evening, there appeared upon the river fide above two thoufand favages, 
who fell a dancing as foon as they deferied us; thereupon, our Outagamis went 
afhore, and after a fhort conference, fome of the principal favages embarked on board 
of our canoes, and fo we all fleered to the chief village, which we did not reach till 
midnight. I ordered our huts to be made up on a point of land near a little river, at the 
diftance of a quarter of a league from the village. Though the favages preffed ine ex¬ 
tremely to lodge in one of their villages, yet none went with them but the Outagamis, 
and the four Outaouas, who at the fame time cautioned the favages not to approach to 
our camp in the night time. Next day I allowed my foldiers to refrefh and reft them- 
felves; and went myfelf to vifitfhe grandees of this nation, to whom I gave prefents of 
knives, feiffars, needles and tobacco. They gave me to underftand, that they were 
1 infinitely 
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infinitely well pleafed with our arrival in their country, for that they had heard the 
favages of other nations fpeak very honourably of the French. I took leave of them on 
the 12th, and fet out with a convoy of five or fix hundred favages, who marched upon 
the fhore, keeping pace with our canoes. We paffed by another village that lay to tfle 
right hand, and flopped at a third village that was five leagues difiant from the firfl, 
but did not difembark; for all that I defigned, was to make a prefent to the leading 
men of the village, from whom I received more Indian corn, and broiled or dried meat, 
than 1 occafion for. In fine, I puffed from village to village without flopping, unlefs it 
were to incamp all night, or to prefent the favages with fome trinkets ; and fo fleered 
on to the laft village, with a defign to get fome intelligence. As foon as we arrived at 
the end of this village, the great governor, who indeed was a venerable old gentleman, 
fent out hunters to bring us good cheer. He informed me, that fixty leagues higher I 
fhould meet with the nation of the Effanapes, who waged war with him; that if it had 
not been for their being at war, he would have given me a convoy to their country ; 
that, however, he meant to give up to me fix Haves of that country, which I might carry 
home, and make ufe of as I law occafion; and that in failing up the river, I had nothing 
to fear, but the being furprized in the night-time. In fine, after he had inffrufled me 
in feveral very ufeful circumflances, 1 immediately made every thing ready for my 
departure. The commanders of this people acquainted me that they had twelve villages 
peopled by twenty thou fand warriors; that their number was much greater before the 
war, which they waged at one time with the Nadoneffis, the Panimoha, and the Effa- 
napes. The people are very civil, and fo far from a wild favage temper, that they have 
an air of humanity and fweetnefs. Their huts are longf, and round at the top, not 
unlike thofe of our favages, but they are made of reeds and bulrufhes, interlaced and 
cemented with a fort of fat earth. Both the men and women go naked all over ex¬ 
cepting their privities. The women are not fo handfome as thofe who live upon the 
lakes of Canada. There feems to be fomething of government and fubordination among 
this-people; and they have their houfes fortified with the branches of trees, and 
fafcincs flrengthened with fat earth. 

The 2i(l we embarked at the break of day, and landed that night in an ifland 
covered with Hones and gravels, having paffed by another at which I would not put in, 
becaufe I would not flight the opportunity of the wind, which then Hood very fair. 
Next ejay the wind Handing equally fair, we fet out and continued our courfe all that 
day, and the following night; for the fix Effanapes informed us, that the river was 
clean, and free from rocks and beds of fund. The 23d we landed early in the morn¬ 
ing on the right fide of the river, in order to careen one of our boats that fprung a 
leak. While that was doing, we dreff fome venifon that had been prefented me by the 
commander of the laff village of the Eokoros; and the adjacent country being re- 
plenifhed with woods, the favages of our company went a {hooting in the foreflsj but 
they faw nothing but fmall fowls, that they did not think fit to fhoot at. As foon as we 
re-embarked, the wind fell all of a fudden, and fo we were forced to ply the oars; but 
moff of the crew having flept but little the night before, they rowed but very faintly, 
which obliged me to put in at a great ifland two leagues ihigher; the fix Eflanapes 
flaves having informed me, that this ifland afforded great plenty of hares, which I found 
to be true. Thefe animals had a lucky infiindl in taking fbelter in this ifland, for there 
the woods arefo thick, that we were forced to fet fire to feveral places, before we could 
cHflodge them. 

Having made an end of our game, my foldicrs fed heartily, and thereupon fell fo 
found alleep that I could fcarce get them waked upon a faife alarm, occafioned by a 
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herd of wolves that made a noife among the thickets upon the continent. We re¬ 
embarked next day at ten o’clock in the morning, and did not run above twelve 
leagues in two days, by rcafon that the favagesofour company would needs walk along 
the river fide with their guns, to fhoot gcel'e and ducks; in which they had very good 
fuccefs. After that we encamped juft by the mouth of a little river on the right hand, 
and the Effanapes flaves gave me notice, that the firft of their villages was not above 
fixteen or eighteen leagues off. Upon this information, I lent, by the advice of the 
favages of our company, two of the Haves to give notice of our arrival, 1 he 26th we 
rowed brilkly, in hopes to reach the firft village that day; but being retarded by the 
huge quantities of floating wood that we met in feveral places, we were forced to con¬ 
tinue all night in our canoes. The 27th about ten or eleven o’clock we approached to 
the village, and after putting up the great calumet of peace upon the prow of our’eanoes, 
lay upon our oars. 

Upon our firft appearance, three or four hundred Effanapes came running to the 
fhore, and, after dancing juft over againft us, invited us aihore. As foon as we came 
near the fliore, they began to jump into our canoes; but 1 gave them to know by the 
four Effanapes flaves, that I defired they fhould retire, which they did immediately. 
Then I landed, being accompanied with the favages of our company, namely, the 
Outagamis and the Outaouas, and with twenty foldiers. At the lame time 1 gave 
orders to my ferjeants to land and poft centries. Aswc flood upon the fliore, all the 
Effanapes proftrated themfelves three or four times before us, with their hands upon 
their foreheads; after which we were conveyed to the village with fuch acclamations of 
joy as perfe&ly ftunned us. * Upon our arrival at the gate, our conductors flopped us, 
till the governor, a man of fifty years of age, marched out with five or fix hundred 
men armed with bows and arrows. The Outagamis of iny company perceiving this, 
charged them with infolence in receiving ft rangers with their arms about them, and 
called out in the Eokoros language, that they ought to lay down their arms. But the 
Effanapes flaves that 1 had fenl in the day before, came up to me, and gave me to under- 
ftand, that it was their cuftom to Hand to their arms on fuch occations, and that there 
was no danger in the cafe. However, the obftinate Outagamis obliged us to retire im¬ 
mediately to our canoes: upon which the leading officer, and the whole battalion, flung 
their bows and arrows afide all on a fudden. Then I returned, and our whole company 
Entered the village with their fufees in their hands, which the favages admired mightily. 
The leader of the favages conducted us to a great hut, which looked as if nobody had 
lived in it before. When I and my twenty foldiers had entered the place, they flopped 
the Outagamis, affirming, that they did notdeferve the privilege of entering within the 
cottage of peace, fmee they had endeavoured to create a difference, and occafion a war 
between us and the Effanapes. In the mean time I ordered my men to open the door, 
and to call out to the Outagamis, that they fhould offer no manner of injury: but the 
Outagamis inftead of coming in, preffed ineto return with all expedition to the canoes, 
which accordingly I did without lofs of time, and carried with me the four Effanapes 
flaves, in order to leave them at the firft village we came to. We had no fooncr 
embarked, than the two other flaves came to acquaint me that the governor would flop 
me in his river; but the Outagamis made anfwcr, that he could not do that without 
throwing a mountain into it; in fine, we did not ftand to difpute the matter; and 
though it was then late, we rowed ftraight to the next village, which lay about three 
! ’eggues off. During the time of this paffage, I ufed the precaution of taking from my 
■ our an exa & information of the conftitution of their country, and particularly of 
thrives fipjdjve^e. They having allured me, that the capital canton was feated upon 
v 'cs ^4 a lor 
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fort of a lake, I took up a refolution of not flopping at the other villages, where *1 
Ihould only lofe time, and lavifli my tobacco, apd (leering dire&ly to the metropolitan, 
in order to complain to their generalilfirao. 

We arrived at the capital canton on tne 3d of November, and there met with a 
very honourable reception. The Oufagamis of our company complained of the af¬ 
front they had received ; but the head general being already informed of the matter, 
made anfwer, that they ought to have carried off the governor or leading officer, 
and brought him along with them. In paffing from the firft village to this, we run 
fifty leagues, and were followed by a proceffion of people, that were much more 
fociable than the governor that offered tis that affront. After our men had fitted up 
our huts at the diftance of a cannon-ihot from the village ; we went in a joint body 
with the Outagamis and the Outaouas, to the cacique of that nation ; and in the mean 
time the Effanapes (laves were brought before him by ten of my foidiers. I was 
actually in the prefence of this petty King, when thefe (lftvcs fpent half an hour in 
proftrating themfelvcs feveral times before him. I made him a prefent of tobacco, 
knives, needles, feiflars, two firelocks with (lints, fome hooks, and a very pretty 
cutlas. He was better fatisfied with thefe trifling things, which he had never feen 
-before, than I could have been with a plentiful fortune. He teftified his acknowledg¬ 
ment of the gift, by a caunter-prefent that was more folid, though not much more 
valuable, as confiding of peafe, beans, harts, roe-bucks, geefe and ducks, of which 
he fent great plenty to our camp j and indeed, we were extremely well fatisfied with 
fuch a feafor.able prefent. He gave me to know, that, fince I defigned to vifit the 
Gnacfitarcs, he would give me a convoy of two or three hundred men : that the 
Gnacfitares were a very honed fort of people j and that both they and his people were 
linked by a common intereft in guarding of the Mozeemlek, 'which were a turbulent 
and warlike nation. He added} that the nation lad mentioned were very numerous ; 
that they never took the field without twenty thoufand men at lead : that to reprefs 
the incurfions and infults of that dangerous enemy, the Gnacfitares and his nation had 
maintained a confederacy for fix-and-twenty years; and that his allies (the Gnacfitares) 
were forced to take up their habi&tion in iflands, where the enemy cannot reach them* 

I was glad to accept of his convoy, and returned him many thanks. I aiked four 
pirogues of him, which he granted very frankly, allowing me to pick and chufe that 
number out of fifty. Having thus concerted my meafures, I was refolyed to lofe no ‘ 
time ; and with that view ordered my carpenters to plane the pirogues ; by which 
they were thinner and lighter by one half. The poor innocent people of this country 
could not conceive how we worked with an axe ; every droke we gave they cried out, 
as if they had feen fome new prodigy ; nay, the firing of pidols could not divert them 
from that amazement, though they were equally drangers both to the pidol and the 
axe. As foon as my pirogues were got ready, I left my canoes with the governor or 
prince, and begged jo f him that they might remain untouched by any body ; in which 
point he was very faithful to me. 

I cannot bitf acquaint yo,u in this place, that the higher I went up the river, I met 
with more diferetion from the favages. But in the mean time I mud nek &ke leave of 
the lad village, without giving fome account of it. It is bigger than ail the reft, and 
is the refidence of the great commander or generaliffimo, wfaofe apartment is built by 
iefelf towards the fide of the lake, and furrounded with fifty other apartments, in 
which all his relations are lodged. When he walks, his way is ftrewed with the leaves 
of trees; but commonly he is carried by fix (laves. His royal robes ere of the fame 
magnificence with thofe of the commander of the Okoros : for he is naked all over, 
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fexcepting hfe lower parts, which are covered with a large fcarf rpade of the bark of 
trees. The large extent of this village might juftly entitle it to the name of a city. 
The houfes are built almoft like ovens, but they are large and high ; and molt of 
them are of reeds cemented with fat earth. The day before I left this place, as I was 
walking about, I faw thirty or forty women running at full fpeed; and being furpnzed 
with the fpe&acle, fpoke to the Outagamis to order my four Haves to fee what the 
matter was ; for thefe flaves were my only interpreters in this unknown country. 
Accordingly they brought me word, that it was fome new married women, who were 
running to receive the foul of an old fellow that lay dying, h rotn thence I concluded, 
that the people were Pythagoreans : and upon that^pprehenfion, alkcd theft how the) 
came to eat animals, into which their fouls might be transfufed ; but they made anfvver, 
that the tranfmigration of fouls is always confined to the refpe£tive fpccies, fo that the 
foul of a man cannot enter into a fowl, as that of a fowl cannot be lodged in a qua¬ 
druped, and fo on. Thfi Okoros, #f both fexes, are fully as bandfome and as clever, 

as this people. , . ' .... . . . 

December the 4th, I took leave of this village, having ten foldiers on board oi 
my pirogue, befides the ten Oumamis, the four Outaouas, and the four Efianapes 
(laves, that 1 have mentioned fo often. Here ended the credit and authority of the 
calumet of peace, for the Gnacfitares are not acquainted with that fymbol of concord. 
The firfl day we had enough to do to run fix or feven leagues, by reafon of the bul- 
rufhes with which the lake is encumbered. Ihe two following days we failed .twenty 
leagues. The 4th day a wefl-north-weff wind furprized us with fuch a boilferous 
violence, that wc were forced to put afhore, and lay two days upon a Tandy ground, 
where we were in danger of ftarying for hunger and cold; for the country was fo 
barren, that we could not find a chip of wood wherewith to warm ourfelvcs, or to 
drefs our victuals } and as far as our eye could reach, there was nothing to be feen 
but fens covered with reeds and clay, and naked fields. Having endured this hard- 
(hip we let out again, and rowed to a little iflaud, upon which we encamped, but found 
nothing there but green fields ; however, to make fome amends, we fifhed up great 
numbers of little trouts, upon which we fed very heartily. At luff, after failing 
fix days more, we arrived at the point, or lands-end, of that ifiand which you fee 
4 narked in my map with a flower-de-luce. It was then the 19th clay of December, 
and we had not yet felt all the rigorous hardships of the cold. As foon as I had landed 
and fitted up my tents or huts, 1 detached my Efianapes flaves to the firft of the three 
villages that lay before us ; for I had avoided flopping at fome villages in an iiland upon 
which wc coafled in the night-time. The flaves returned in a great alarm, occafioned 
by the unfavourable anfwer they received from the Gnacfitares, who took us for Spa¬ 
niards, and were angry with them for conducting us to their country. I fhall not be 
minute in every particular that happened, for fear of tiring your patience. It is fuf- 
ficient to acquaint you, that upon the report of my flaves, 1 immediately embarked, and 
polled myfelf in another ifland that lay in the middle between the great ifland and the 
continent; but I did not fiifler the Efianapes to be in my camp. In the mean time the 
Gnacfitares lent expeditious couriers to the people that live eighty leagues to the fouth- 
ward of them, to defire they would fend fome of their number to examine us ; for that 
people were fuppofed to be well acquainted with the Spaniards of New Mexico.^. 1 he 
length of the journey did not difeountge them, for they came as cheerfully as if it had 
been upon a national concern ; and after taking a view of our clothes, ourfwords, our 
fuzees, our air, complexion, and manner of fpeech, were forced to own that we were 
not true Spaniards. Thefe confiderations, joined to the account I gave them of the 
reafons upon which I undertook the voyage, of the war we were engaged in againtt 
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Spain, and of the country to the eaftward that we poffeffed; thefe, I fay, hadfonuich 
influence, as*p undeceive them. Then they invited me to encamp in their if]and, and 
brought me a fort of grain not unlike our lentils, that grows plentifully in*that country.’ 

I thanked them for their invitation, and told them, that I would not be obliged to dk» 
trull them, ndr give them any occafion to diftruft me. However, I eroded with my 
favages and ten foldicrs well armed ; and after breaking the ice in certain places (for 
it had frozen hard for ten or twelve days,) I landed within two leagues of one of their 
villages, to which I walked up by land. It is needlefs to mention the particulars of 
the ceremony with which I was received, it being the fame with what 1 del'cribcd upon 
other occaftbns ; I (hall only take occafion to acquaint you, that my prefents made a 
wonderful impreflion upon the minds of thefe people, whom I fhall call a rafcally rabble, 
though at the fame time they are the politeft nation I have yet feen in this country. 
Their governor bears the figure of a king more than any of the other commanders of 
the favages. lie has an abl’olute dominion over all the villages which are deferibed in 
my map. In this and ihe other iflands I faw large parks, or inclofures, flocked with 
wild beeves for the ufe of the people. I had an interview for two hours together with 
the governor, or the cacique; and almofl our whole conference related to the Spaniards 
of New Mexico, who, as he allured me, were not diftant from his country above 
eighty tazous, each of wfiich is three leagues. I muft own indeed, I was as curious 
upon this head as he was ; and I wanted an account of the Spaniards from him, as 
much as he did from me ; in fine, we reciprocally informed one another of a great 
many particulars relating to that head. He reqtieftcd me to accept of a great houfe that 
was prepared for me j *and his firft piece of civility confided in calling in a great many 
girls, and preffing me and my retinue to ferve ourfelves. Had this temptation been 
thrown in our way at a more feafonable time it had proved irrefiftible ; but it was not 
an agreeable mefs for paflengers that were enfeebled by labour and want. Sine Ccrerc 
et Dace bo friget Vemu, After he made us fuch a civil pf offer, the favages, upon my 
inftance, reprefented to him, that my detachment expected me at a certain hour, and 
that if 1 ftaid longer, they would be in pain for me. This adventure happened on the 
7th of January. 

Two days after, the cacick came to fee me, and brought with him four hundred of 
his own fubjefts, and fou$ Mozeemlek favages, whom I took for Spaniards. My 
miftake was occafioned by the great difference between thefe two American nations ; 
for, the Mozeemlek favages were clothed, they had a thick bufhy beard, and their 
hair hung down under their ears ; their complexion was fwarthy, their addrefe was 
civil and fubmiflive, their mien grave, and their carriage engaging. Upon thefe con- 
fiderations I could not imagine that they were favages, though after all I found myfelf 
midaken. Thefe four Haves gave me a defeription of their country, which the Gnacfi- 
tares reprefented by way of a map upon a deer’s lkin; as you fee it drawn in this map. 
Their villages ftand upon a river that fprings out of a ridge of mountains, front which 
the long river likewife derives its fource, there being a great many brooks there which 
by a joint confluence form the river. When the Gnacfitares have a mind to hunt wild 
beeves, they fef out in pirogues, which they make ufe of till they come to the crofs 
marked thus ( + ) in the map, at the confluence of two little rivers. The hunting of 
the wild bulls, with which all the valleys are covered in fnmmer, is fometinjes the occa¬ 
fion of a cruel wart for the other crofs (+) which you fee in the map, is one of the 
boundaries or limits of Mozeemlek; and if either of thefe two nations advances but 
a little beyond their limits, it gives rife to a bloody engagement. The mountains I 
fpoke of but now, are fix leagues broad, and fo high that one mud cad an infinity of 
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■wmdmgs andtamings beforehe cancrofs tbem. Bears and wild beafls are their only 
inhabitants. k ' ■. 

The Mozettnlek nation is numerous and puiffant. The four /laves of that country 
informed me jthat at the diftance of one hundred and fifty leagues from the place where 
I then was, their principal river empties itfelf into a fait lake of three hundred Itagues , 
in circumference, the mouth of which is about two leagues broad : that the lower part 
of that river is adorned with fix noble cities, furrounded with ftone cemented with 
fat earth: that the houfcs of thefe cities have no roofs, but are open above like a 
platform, as you fee them drawn in the map: that befides the above mentioned cities, 
there were above an hundred towns, great and fmall, round that fort of fea, upon 
which they navigate with fuch boats as you fee drawn in the map: that^the people of 
that country made fluffs, copper, axes, and feveral other manufactures, which the 
Outagamis and my other interpreters could not give me to underftand, as being alto¬ 
gether unacquainted with fuch things: that their government was defpotic, and lodged 
in the hands of one great head, to whom the reft paid a trembling fubmiflion: that the 
people upon-that lake call themfelves Tahuglauk, and are as numerous as the leaves of 
trees, (fuch is the expreffion that the lavages ufed for an hyperbole:) that the 
Mozeemiek people fupply the cities or towns of the Tahuglauk with great numbers 
of little calves which they take upon the abovc-mentioned-mountains; and, that the 
Tahuglauk make ufe of thefe calves for feveral ends; for, they not only eat their flefh, 
but bring them up to labour, and make cloaths, boots, &c. of their lkins. They 
added, that it was their misfortune to be taken priibners by the Gnacfitares in the war 
which had lafted for eighteen years; but, that they hoped a peace would be fpeedily 
concluded, upon which the prifoners would be exchanged, purfuant to the ufual 
cuftom. They gloried in the poffeffion of a greater mcafure of rcafon than the 
Gnacfitares could pretend to, to whom they allow ne more than the figure of a man; 
for they look upon them as beads otherwife. To my mind, their notion upon this 
head is not fo very extravagant; for I obferved fo much honour and politenefs in the 
converfation of thefe four. Haves, that I thought I had to do with Europeans: but, 
after all, I muft confefs that the Gnacfitares are the mod traftable nation I met with 
among all the favages. One of the four Mozecmlck flaves had a reddifh fort of a copper 
medal hanging upon his neck, [from the iigure it* appears to be Japanefe.] I had 
it melted by M. l)e Ponti’s gunfmith, who uaderftood fomething of metals;. but it 
became thereupon heavier, and deeper coloured, and withal fornewhat tradable. I 
defired the flaves to give me a circumftantial account of thefe medals; and accordingly 
they gave me to underftand, that they arc made by the Tahuglauk, who are excellent 
artizaus, and put a great value upon fuch medals. I could pump nothing farther out 
of them, with relation to the country, commerce and cuftoms of that remote nation. 
All they could fay was, that the great river- of that nation runs all along welhvard, 
and that the fait lake into which it falls, is three hundred leagues in circumference, and 
thirty in breadth, its mouth ftretching a great way to the fouchward. I would fain 
have fatisfied my curiofity, in being an eye-witnefs of the manners and cuftoms of the 
Tahuglauk; but that being impracticable, I was forced to be inftruded at fecond 
hand by thefe Mozeemlek flaves; who affured me, upon the faith of a lavage, that 
the Tahuglauk wear their beards two fingers breadth long: that their garments reach 
down to .their knees ; that they cover their heads with afharp pointed cap; that they 
always wear a long flick or can? in their hands, which is tipped, not unlike what we 
ufe in Europe; that they wear, a fort of boots upon their legs which reach up to 
the knee j •pat their women never (hew themfelves, which perhaps proceeds from the 
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fame principle that prevails in Italy and Spain; and, in fine, that this popple arealways 
at war with the puiffant nations that are feated in the neighbourhood of the lafa» $ but 
withal, that they never difquiet the flrolling nations that fall in their way, by reafoh 
of their weaknefs: an admirable leffon for fomc princes in the world, who are 10 much 
intent upon the making ufe of the ftrongeft hand. 

. This was all I could gather upon that fubjeft. My^uriofity prompted me to defire a 
more particular account; but unluckily I wanted a good interpreter; and having to 
do with feveral perfons that did not well underftand. themfelves, I could make nothing 
of their incoherent fuftian. I prefented the poor miferable Haves with fomething in 
proportion to the cuftom of that country, and endeavoured to perfuade them to go with 
me to ‘Canada, by making them fuch offers as in their efteem would appear like 
mountains of gold; but the love they had for their country ftifled all perfugiions j 
fo true it is, that nature reduced to its juft limits cares but little for riches. * 

In the mean time it began to thaw, and the wind chopped about to the fouth-weft ; 
upon which I gave notice to the great cacique of the 'Gnacfitares, that I had a mind 
to return to Canada. Upon that occafion I repeated my prefents ; in compenfation 
of which, my pirogues were flowed with beef as full as they could hold. This done, 
I embarked, and crofted over from the little ifland to the continent, where I fixed a great 
long pole, with the amis of France done upon a plate of lead. I fet out the 26th of 
January, and arrived fafe on the 5th of February in the country of the Eflanapes. We 
had much more ploafure in failing down the river than we had in going up ; for we 
had the agreeable diverfion of feeing feveral huntfmen Ihooting the water-fowl, that 
are plentif ul on that river. Ydh mult know, that the ftream of the long riveris all along 
very flack and eafy, abating for about three leagues between the fourteenth and fifteenth 
village; for there indeed its current may be called rapid. The channel is fo ftraight, 
that it fcarce winds at all from the l^pad to the lake. It is true it is not very pleafant; 
for moft of its banks have a difmal profpcdl, and the water itfelf has an ugly tafte; but 
then its ufefulncfs atones for fuch inconveniencies ; for, it is navigable with the greateft 
eafe, anil will bear barks of fifty ton, till you come to that place which is marked 
with a fleur-de-lis in the map, and where I put up the poft that my foldiers chriftened 
La Hontan’s Limit. March 2, I arrived in the Miflifipi, which was then much deeper 
and more rapid than before* by reafon of the rains and land-floods. To fave the 
labour of rowing; we thendeft our boats to the current, and arrived on the 10th in 
the ifland of Rencontres, which took its name from the defeat of four hundred Iroquefe 
accompliftied there by three hundred Nadoueffis. The ftory of the encounter is briefly 
this : a party of four hundred Iroquefe having a mind to furprife a certain people in 
the neighbourhood of the Otentas (of whom more anon) inarched to the country of 
the Iilinele, where they built canoes, and were furnifhed with provifions. After that 
they embarked upon the river Miflifipi, and were dilcovercd by another little fleet 
that was failing down the other fide of the fame river. The Iroquefe .^rolled over 
immediately to that ifland, which is fince called Aux Rencontres, The Nadoueffis, 
i. e. the other little fleet, being fufpicious of fome ill defign* without knowing what 
people they were, (for. they had no knowledge of the Iroquefe but by hear-fay); upon, 
this fufpicion, I fay, they tugged hard to come up with them. The two armies polled 
themfelves upon the point of the ifland, where the two crofles are put down in the map 
and as foon as the Nadoueffis came in fight, the Iroquefe cried out in tbe lllinefe 
language, Who are ye ? to which the Nadoueffis anfwered, Some body: and putting 
the like queftion to the Iroquefe, received the fame anfwer. Then the Iroquefe put 
this queftion to them. Where are you going ? To hunt beeves, replied the Nadoueffis. 

But, 
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Buty/pr&y, fawthe Nadoueflis, what is your bufinefs ? To hunt men, replied the 
Iroquefe. Itus well, fays the Nadoueflis, we are men, and fo you need go no farther. 
Upon this chattefige the two parties difembarked, and the leader of the Nadoueflis 
cut his canoes to pieces; and after reprefenting to his warriors that they behoved 
either to conquer or die, marched up to the Iroquefe; who received them at firft 
qnfet with a cloud of arrows: nut the Nadoueflis having flood their firft difchazgc, 
which killed them eighty men, fell in upon them with their clubs in their hands, 
before the others could charge again j and fo routed them entirely. This engage¬ 
ment lafted for two hours, and was fo hot,^ that two hundred and fixty Iroquefe tell 
upon the fpot, and the reft were all taken prifoners. Some of the Iroquefe indeed 
attempted to make their efcape after the attion was over; but the victorious general 
fent ten or twelve of his men to purfue them in one of the canoes that he had taken ; 
and accordingly they were all overtaken and drowned. The Nadoueflis having 
obtained this victory, cut off the nofes and ears of two of the clevereft prifoners j and 
fupplying them with fulecs, powder and ball, gave them the liberty of returning to 
their own country, in order to give their countrymen to underftand that they ought 
not to employ women to hunt after men any longer. 

The 12th we arrived at the village of the Otentas, where we took in a plentiful pro- 
vifion of Turkey corn, of which thefe people have great ftere. They informed us, 
that their river was pretty rapid, and took its rife from the neighbouring mountains ; 
and that the upper part of it was adorned with feveral villages inhabited by the people 
called Panimaha, Paneaffa, and Panetonka. But confidering that 1 was ftraitened for 
time, and that I faw no probability of learning what I Wanted to know with reference 
to the Spaniards, I took leave of them the next day, which was the 13th, and in four 
days time, by the help of the current and our oars, made the river of the Miffouris. 
This done, we fUn up againft the ftream of thatufiver, which was at leaft as rapid as 
the Mifiifippi was at that time ; and arrived oh the 18th at the firft village of the Mif- 
? fouris, where I only flopped to make the people fome prefents that procured me a hun¬ 
dred turkeys, with which that people are wonderfully well flocked. After that, we 
rowed hard againft the ftream, and landed next night near the fecond village. As 
foon as I arrived, I detached a ferjeant with ten foldiers to convoy the Outagamis to the 
Ullage, while the reft of my crew were bufied in fitting up our huts and unloading our 
canoes, It happened unluckily that neither the foldiers nor the Outagamis could make 
the favages underftand them ; and tij^p latter were juft ready to fall upon them, when 
an old fellow cried out, that the ftrangers were not without more company, for that 
he had difeovered our huts and canoes. Upon this, the foldiers and the Outagamis 
Retired in a great confirmation, and advifed me to keep a ftrong guard all night. 
About two o’clock in the morning two men approached to our little camp, and called, 
in IUinefe, that they wanted an interview; upon which the Outagamis, being ex¬ 
tremely w«# fatisfied that there was fomebody among them who could underftand what 
they faid, replied in IUinefe, that they flioulu be very welcome as foon as the fun ap¬ 
peared in the horizon. Nevcrthelefs, the Outagamis refented the former affront fo 
much, that they importuned me all night long to fetfire to the village, and put all the 
fcoundrel inhabitants to'the fword. I made anfwer to them, that it was our bufinefs to 
be wifer than they, and to bend our thoughts, not upon a fruitlefs revenge, but 
Upon the difeovery that we were then in queft of. At the break of day the two ad¬ 
venturers of the night came Up to us, and after putting interrogatories 10 us for the 
fpace of two hours, invited us to come up to their village. The Outagamis replied, 
that'the bead car governor of their nation ought to have faluted us fooner j ana this 
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obliged them to go back to give him notice. After that we. faw nobody for three 
hours; but at laft, when our impatience was juft beginning to boil, we perceived the 
governor, who accofted us in a trembling pofture. He was accompanied with fome of 
his own men, who were loaded with broiled or dried meat, facks of Turkey or Indfan 
com, dried raifins, and fome fpeekled or party-coloured buck.&inS. In confideration 
of this prefent, I made them another of lefs confequeace. Then I brought on a con¬ 
ference between the Outagamis of my company and the two night-meffengers, in order; 
to make fome dilcovery of the nature of the country ; but they ftill (lopped our 
mouths witli this anfwer, that they knew nothing of the matter, but that the other 
nations that lived higher up, were able to inform us. Had I been of the fame mind 
with tho Outagamis, we had done noble exploits in this place ; but I confidered that 
it was my bufinefs to purchafe the knowledge of feveral things, which I could not obtain 
by burning die village. To be ihort, we re-embarked that fame day, about two o’clock 
in the afternoon, and rowed about four leagues up the river, where we made the river 
of the Ofages, and epcainped by its mouth. That night we had feveral falfe alarms 
from the wild beeves, upon which we made fufficient reprifals afterwards ; for the next 
day we killed many of them notwithftanding that it rained fo heavily that we could 
fcarce dir out of our huts. Towards the evening, when the rain was over, and while 
we were trani'porting two or three of thefe beeves to our little camp, we efpied an army 
of the favages upon a full march towards us. Upon that, my men began to entrench 
thenifelves, and to unload their pieces with worms, in order to charge them afrefh j 
but one of the pieces happening to go off, the whole body of the enemy difappeared, 
fome draggling one way and fome another ; lor thefe people were upon the fagae foot 
with the nations that live upon the Long Riverj forafmuch as neither of them had ever 
feen or handled fire-arms. However, this adventure moved the Outagamis fo much, 
that to fatisfy them, 1 was obliged to re-embark that very night, and return the fame 
way that I came. Towards midnight we came before a village, and kept a profound 
(Hence till day-break, at which time we rowed up to their fort; and upon our entering 
there, and difeharging our pieces in the air, the women, children, and fuperannuated 
men were put into l'uch a condernation, that they run from place to place calling out for 
mercy. You mud know, all their warriors were abroad, and it was a body of them 
that offered to attack us the day ‘before. The .Outagamis perceiving the condernation 
of the women and children, called out, that they behoved to depart the village, and 
that the women (liould have time to take up their cMdrcn. Upon that the whole crew 
turned out, and we let fire to the village on all fides*This done, we purfued our courfe 
down that rapid river, and entered the river Miflifipi on the .25th, early in the 
morning ; the 26th, about three o’clock in the afternoon, we deferred three or four 
hundred favages employed in the hunting of beeves, which (warmed in all the meads to 
the weftward. As foon as the hunters (pied us, they made a fign that we (hould make 
towards them. Being ignorant who, or how numerous they were, we made a halt at • 
firft, but at laft we put in about a mulkct-fliot above them, calling out to them that 
they (hould not approach to us in a body. Upon that, four of their number came up io 
us with a finding countenance, and gave us to know, in the lllincfe language, that 
they were Akanfas. We could not but credit their report, for they had knives and 
feiffars hanging upon their necks, and little axes about them, which the Iilinefe 
prefent them with when they meet ; in fine, being afi'ured that they were of that na¬ 
tion, which M. de la Salle and feveral other Frenchmen were intimately acquainted 
with, we landed at the fame place ; and they entertained us firft with dancing and 
tinging, and then with all forts of meat. The next day they (hewed us a crocodile that 
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% head two days before, by a ftratagem that you'll find described 
that, they gave us the diverfion of a hunting-match ; for k 
is cuftomary yritti them, when they mean to divert themfelves, to eaten the beeves ^y 
the different rhdthods laid down in this cut? I put fome queftions to them relating .to 
theSpaniards, but they could not refolve them. All that I learned from them was, 
that the Miflburis and the Ofages are numerous and mifehievous nations, equally void 
both of courage and honefty; that their countries were watered with very great rivers; 
and, in a word, were too good for them. 

After we had fpent two days with them, we purfued our voyage to the river 
Ouabach, taking care to watcli the crocodiles very narrowly* of which they had told 
, us incredible ftories. THfe next day we entered the mouth of that river, anctfounded 
it, to try the truth of what the favages reported of its depth. In effect, we found there 
three fathom and a half water; but the favages of our company alledged, that it was 
more fwelled than ufually. They all agreed, that it was navigable an hundred leagues 
up, and I wifhed heartily, that my time had allowed me to run up to its fource ; but 
that being unfeafonablc, 1 failed up again!! the ftream,. till we came to the river of the 
Illinefe, winch we made on the 9th of April with fome difficulty, for the wind was 
againfl us the firft two days, and the currents were very rapid. 

All I can fay of the river Miffifippi, now that I am to Jake leave of it, f is, that its 
narroweft part is half a league over, and* the fhalloweft is a fathom and a half deep ; 
and that according to the informadon of the favages, its ftream is pretty gentle for 
feven or eight months of the year. As for fhelves or banks of fand, I met with none 
in it. *It is full of ifles which look like groves, by reafon of the great plenty of trees, 
and in the verdant feafon of the year a$ford a very agreeable profpect. Its banks are 
woods, meadows and hills. I cannot be pofitive, whether it winds much in other 
places; but as far as I could fee, its courfe is very different from that of our rivers in 
France ; for I muft tell you, by the way, that all the rivers of America run pretty 
ftraight. 

The river of the Illinefe is intitled to riches, by virtue of the benign climate, and of 
the great quantity of deer, roe-bucks, and turkies that feed upon its banks; not to 
mendon fevcral other beafts and fowls, a deferipuon of which would require an entire 
‘ volume. If you faw but my journal,, you would be fick of the tedious pardculars of 
our duly adventures both in hunting and fifhing divers fpecies of animals, and in ren¬ 
counters with the favages. In fo ert, the laft thing I (hall mention of this river, is, 
that the banks are replenifhed witlWtn infinity of fruit-trees, which we faw in a difraal 
condition, as being ftripped of their verdure; and that' among thefe fruit-trees there 
are many vines which bear moft beautiful clufters of very large grapes. I ate fome of 
thefe grapes dried in the fun, which had a moft delicious tafte. The beavers are as 
unfrequent in this, as in the long river, where I faw nothing but otters, of which the 
people make furs for the winter. 

I fet out fijom the Illinefe river on the 10th of April, and by the help of a weft-fouth- 
weft wind, arrived in fix days at the fort of Crevecoeur, where I met with M. de Tond, 
who received me with all imaginable civility, and is juflly refpe&edand honoured by the 
Iroquefe. I flayed three days in this fort, where there were thirty coureur* de bois 
l that traded with the Illinefe., The 20th I arrived at the village of the Illinefe; and to 
’Men the drudgery of a great land-carriage of twelve great leagues, engaged four 
hundred men to tranfport our baggage, which they didin tne fpace of four days, bring 
<®copra|ged by .a bribe of a great roll of Brazil tobacco, an hundred pound weight of 
fowler, twbt^undred weight of ball, and fome arms, which! gave to the moft confider- 
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table men of their number. The 44th I arrived at Chekakou, where my Outagamis 
took leave of me in order to return to their own country, being very well fatisfied with a 
prefent l made them of fome fufees, and fopie piftols. The a5th 1 re-embarked, and by 
rowing hard in a calm, made the river of the Oumamis on the 28th, there I met four 
hundred warriors, upon the very fame place where M. de la Salle had formerly built a 
fort. Thefe warriors were then employed in burning three Iroqucfe, who, as they faid, 
deferved the puni/hment; and invited us to lhare in the pleafure of the /how : for the 
favages take it very ill if one refufes the diverfion of fuch real tragedies. The tragical 
fpectacle made me /brink, fpr the poor wretches were put to inconceivable torture; 
and upon that I refolval to rc-embark with all expedition; alledging for an apology, 
that my men had great (lore of brandy with them, and would certainly make them- 
felves drunk, in folemnifnig their victory, upon which they would be apt to commit 
diforders, that I could not poflibly preveut. Accordingly I went immediately on board, 
and after coafling along the lake, eroded the bay de l’Ours, and landed at Miffiii- 
makinac the 22d. 

I am informed by the Sfcur. de S. Pierre de Rapantigni, who travelled from Quebec 
hither upon the ice, that M. de Dcnonvillc has taken up a refolution of making a peace 
with the Iroqucfe, in which he means to comprehend the other nations that are his 
allies ; and with that view had given notice to his allies, that they /hould not infeft the 
Iroquefe. He acquaints me further, that M. de Denonville has fent orders to the 
governor of this place, to perfuade the Rat, (one of the commanders of the Iiurons,) to 
go down to the colony, with a defign to have him hanged ; and that the favage general 
being aware of the defign, has made a public declaration, that he will go thimer on 
purpofe to defy him. Accordingly, he defigns to fet out to-morrow with a great body 
of Outaouas, and l'ome coureurs de bois, under the command of M. Dulhut. As for 
the /oldiers of my detachment,' I have difperfed them in feveral canoes among the 
favages and the coureurs de bois; but having fome bufine/s to adjuft in this place, I 
am obliged to tarry myfelf feven or eight days longer. 

This. Sir, is the true account of my little voyage. I have related nothing but the 
effential circumftances; choofing to overlook the reft, which are fo trifling as to be 
unworthy of your curiofity. As for the lllinefe lake, it is three hundred leagues in 
circumference, as you may fee by the fcale of leagues upon the map. It is feated in 
an admirable climate; its banks are cloathed with fine and tall trees, and have but few 
meads. The river of the Oumamis is not wonh your regard. The bay de l’Ours qui 
dort, is of an indifferent large extent, and receives the river upon which the Outaouas 
are wont to hunt beavers every third year ; in fliort, it has neither /helves, rocks, nor 
banks of fand. The land which bounds it on the fouth fide, us replenifhed with roe¬ 
bucks, deer, and turkeys. Farwcll, good Sir, and affure yourfelf, that it will always 
be a fenfible pleafure to me, to amufe you with an account of the greateft curiofities I 
meet with. 

But now'. Sir, I hope you will not take it ill, that the relation I here give you, is only 
an abridgment of my voyage ; for, in earneft, to be minute upon every particular 
Curiofity, would require more time and leifurc than I can fpare. 1 have here fent you a 
view of the fubftantial part, and lhall afterwards hope for an opportunity of recounting 
to you by wmrd of mouth, an infinity of adventures, rencounters, and obfervations, 
which may call up the reflefling faculty of thinking men. My own thought is too 
fuperficial to philofophize upon the origin, the belief, the manners and cuftoms of fo 
many favages, or to make any advances w ith reference to the extent of this continent 
to the weft ward. 1 have contented myfelf with offering fome thoughts upon the caufes. 
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of the bad fttccefs of the difcoveries, that feveral experienced men have 
attempted in America, both by fea and land: and 1 flatter myfelf, that my 
thought^ upon that Head are juft.' The frefh inftances of M. de la Salle, and feveral 
other unlucky difcbverers, may afford a fuffieient and feafonable caution to thofe, who 
for the future (hall undertake to difcover all the unknown countries of this new world* 
It is not every one that is qualified for fuch an enterprise, non licet omnibus adire 
Corintbunu It were an eafy matter to trace the utmoft limits of the country that lies to 
the weft of Canada, provided it be gone about in a proper method. In the firft place, 
inftead of canoes, I would have fuch adventurers to make ufe of certain Hoops of a 
peculiar ftrudure, which might draw but little water, and be portable, as being made of 
light wood, and withal carry thirteen men, with thirty-five or forty hundred weight of 
ftowage, and be able to bear the ihock of the waves in the great lakes. Courage, 
health, and vigilance, are not fuflicient of themfelves to qualify a man for fuch adven¬ 
tures ; he ought to be poffeffed of other talents, which are rarely met with in one and 
the fame perfon. The conduct of the three hundred men that accompanied me upon 
this difcovery, gave me a great deal of trouble. It requires a large flock of induftry 
and patience to keep fuch a company up to their duty. Sedition, mutinies, quarrels, 
and an infinity of disorders frequently take place among thofe, who being in remote and 
folitary places, think they have a right of ufing force againft tjjeir fuperiors. , -One muft 
diffembJe, and even ftiut his eyes upon occafion, lead the growing evil fhould be 
inflamed: the gentleft methods are the lureft for him that commands in chief; and if 
any mutiny or feditious plot is in view, it is the bufinefs of the inferior officers to ftifle 
it, by perfuading the mutineers that the difcovery of fuch things to the commanding 
officer would create a great deal of uneafinefs. So, the chief officer muft Hill make 
as if he were ignorant of what paffes, unlefs it be, that the flame breaks out in his 
prefence; then indeed he lies under an indifpenfible obligation of inflicting fpeedy and 
private punilhment, without his prudence dire&s him to put off the execution, upon an 
apprehenfion of fome pernicious confequences that may enfue thereupon. In fuch 
voyages he muft overlook a thoufand things, which upon other occafions he has all 
reafon to puniih. He muft counterfeit a downright ignorance of their intrigues with 
the fhe-favages, of their quarrels among themfelves, of their negligence in not mounting 
the guard, and not obferving the other points of duty; in a word, he muft pretend to 
^Jnow nothing of an infinity of fuch diforders, as have no direft tendency to a revolt. 
He ought to ufe the precaution of Angling out a fpy in his little army, and reward him 
handfomcly for a dexterous intelligence as to all that happens; to the end thak he may 
remedy the growing diforders either dire&Iy or indire&ly. This fpy may, by good 
management, and due fecrecy, find out the ringleader of a club or cabal} and when 
the commanding officer has received fuch fatisfa&ion upon the matter, that there is no 
room left to doubt of the criminal’s demerit, it will then be very convenient to make 
away with him, and that with fuch management, that nobody fhould know what became 
of him. 

Farther, he ought to give them tobacco and brandy now and then, to afk their advice 
upon fome occafions, to fatigue them as little as poffible, to call them up to dance and 
make merry, and at the fame time to exhort them to live in a good underftanding with 
one another. The beft topic he can make ufe of for enforcing their duty, is religion, 
and the honour of their country, and this he ought to defcant upon himfelf; for though 
I have a great deal of faith in the power of the clergy, yet I know that fort of men 
does more harm than good in voyages of this nature j and for that reafon I would 
choofe to bit' without their company. The perfon who undertakes to go upon a dif¬ 
covery 
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covery ought to be very nice and cautiousin the choice of his men; for every one 
is not fit for his bufinefe. His men ought to be between thirty and forty years of age, 

peaceable temper, of an aftive and oold fpirit, and inureftc 


t 

to 


of a dry conftitution, of a 
the fatigues of voyages. The whole retmue mull confift of three hundred men; and 
of that number there muft be fome fhip-carpenters, gunfmiths, and fawyers, with all 
their tools; befides huntfmen and fiftiermen, with their tackling. You muft likewife 
have furgeons among them ; but their cheft ought to contain nothing but razors, lan¬ 
cets, external medicines for wounds, orvietan and fenna. All the men of the detach¬ 
ment ought to be provided with buff-coats and boots to turn the arrows; for, as I 
intimated above, the favages of the unknown countries are ftrangers to fire-arms. They 
muft be armed with a double-barrelled gun, a double-barrelled piftol, and a good long 
fword. The commanding officer muft take care to provide a fufficient quantity of the 
fkins of deer, elks, and beeves, in order to be fewed together, and hung round his camps 
upon certain flakes fixed at convenient diftances from one another. 1 had as many as 
would go round a fquare of thirty feet every way, for each fkin being five feet deep, and 
almoft four feet broad, I made two pieces of eight fkins a-piece, which were raifed and 
extended in a minute. Befides thefe, he ought to carry with him fome pot-guns of 
eight foot in length, and fix in breadth ; with two hand-mills for grinding the Indian 
com, nails of all fizes, pickaxes, fpades, hatchets, hooks, foap, and cotton to make 
candles of; above all, he muft not forget to take in good ftore of powder, brandy, 
Brafil tobacco, and fuch things as he muft prefent to the favages whofe country he 
difcovers ; add to this cargo, an aftrolabe, a femicircle, feveral fea-compaffes, fome 
fimple and fome of variation, a loadftone, two large watches of three inches diameter; 
pencils, colours, and paper for making journals and maps, for the defigning of land- 
creatures, fowl, fifh, trees, plants, grain, and, in a word, whatever feems worthy of 
his curiofity. I would likewife advife him to carry with him fome trumpeters and 
fiddlers, both for animating his retinue, and railing the admiration of the favages. With 
this equipage, Sir, a man of fenfe, conduft, and action, I mean, a man that is vigilant, 
prudent, cautious, and above all, patient and moderate, and qualified for contriving 
expedients upon all occafionS; a man, I fay, thus qualified, and thus fitted out, may 
boldly go to all the countries that lie to the weft of Canada, without any apprehenfioa 
of danger. As for my own part, I ferioufly declare, that if I were poueffed of all 
thefe qualities, I Ihould eftcem it my happinefs to be employed upon fuch an enterprife, 
both for the glory of His Majefty, and my own fatisfa&ion : for the continued diverfity 
of objetts did fo charm me in my voyages, that I had fcarce time to refledl upon the 
fatigue and trouble that I underwent. I am. Sir, 

Yours, &c. 


LETTER XVII. 

Dated at Quebec, Sept. 28, 1689. 

The Author Jets out from Miffilimakinac to the Colony , and deferibes the Country , Rivers , 
and Rajjcsy that he faw by the Way. The Iroquefe make a fatal Incurjion into the 
Ijlond of Monreal; Fort Frontenac is abandoned ; Count Frontenac is fent to Canada , 
and the Marquis of Denonville is recalled. 

Sir,' 

I WRIT to you from Miffilimakinac on the a 8th of May. I left that place June- 
the 8th, and fet out for Monreal, accompanied with twelve Outaouas, who were 

t t 2 divided 
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divided into twocanqtes, and rowed very hard. The 33d 1 overtook the: eonreara 
de bois in the river Creufe, who had got the ftart of me for feme days. Mr.Dalhut 
ufed his utmoft efforts to diffuade me from going further with fo weak a retinue. He 
would have had the to go down along with him, and remonftrated to me, that if my 
twelve condu&ors perceived either in the land-carriage or upon the rivers, any thing 
that might call up an apprehenfion of falling into the hands of the Iroquefe, they would 
defert me and the canoes, and fly to the woods to avoid the enemy. I rejected his 
advice, though I had like to have repented of my refolution not long after ; for ac¬ 
cording to his predi&ion, my canoe-men threatened to run away to the forefts, at the 
hill called Long Saut: and, indeed, if they had done it, I had followed them, upon 
the reflexion, that of two evils a man ought to choofe the lead;; but this ftorm blew 
over. In the great river of the Outaouas, not far from tjie river of Lievre, I met M. 
de St. Helene at the head of a party of the coureurs de bois, who was bound for Hud- 
fon’s Bay, in order to retake fome forts that the Englilh had feized upon. He ac¬ 
quainted me with the Prince of Orange’s expedition for England; and gave me to 
underftand, that upon his arrival, King James retired to France, and that the Prince 
was proclaimed King ; which feemed to prefage a bloody and fliarp war in Europe. 
I allure you, Sir, this piece of news furprized me extremely ; and notwithftanding that 
I had it from the mouth of a man whofe word I rely very much upon, yet I had all 
the difficulty in the world to make rnyfelf believe that a revolution of fuch importance 
could be accomplilhed in fo fliort a time, without the effufion of blood ; efpecially, 
confidering what a ftri& alliance there was between our court and the court of England, 
and how much it was the intereft of both thefe monarchs to give mutual affiftance to 
one another. July the 9th I arrived at Monreal, after venturing down feveral fearful 
catara&s in the river of the Outaouas, and enduring the hardlhips of fifteen or twenty 
land-carriages, fome of which are above a league in length. 

The navigation is pretty fure from Miffilimakinac to the river des Francois; for in 
coafting along the Lake of Hurons, we meet with an infinity of illands, which ferve for 
a Ihelter. But in going up that river, there is fome difficulty; for it has five catara&s 
which oblige us to turn out and carry all over-land for thirty, fifty, au<J a hundred 
paces. Having palled that river, we entered the lake of the Nepiccrinis, from whence 
we are forced to tranfport our canoes and baggage two leagues over-land, to another 
qfcer which has fix or feven water-falls that we commonly Ihoot. From that river we 
have another land-carriage to the river Creufe, which falls with rapid currents into 
the great river of the Outaouas, near a place called Mataouan. We continue our 
courfe upon this great river, till we come to the point of the ifland of Monreal, where 
it is loft in the great river of St. Lawrence. Thefe two rivers join one another with 
very gentle ftreams, and quitting their fearful channels, form the little Lake of 
St. Louis. I thought to have loft my life at the fall, called the Fall of St. Louis, 
about three leagues from Monreal; for our canoe having overfet in the eddy, l was 
carried by the current to the foot of that cataraft, from whence the Chevalier de Vau- 
dreuil dragged me out by a great chance. The canoes and the ikins belonging to the 
fix favages were loft ; and one of the favages was drowned. This is the only time I 
was in danger through the whole courfe of my voyages. As foon as I landed here, I 
repaired with diligence to a tavern to refrefli rayfqjlf, and to make up the Ioffes I had 
fuftained by a necefiary abftinence. The next day I waited upon M. de Denonvilfe 
and M. de Chatnpigni, to whom I gave an account of my voyages, and withal, gave 
,in tbp news that a great company of the coureurs de bois and favages would arrive very 
fpeedily j which they did accordingly, after fifteen days. The Rat I mentioned above, 

8 came 
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came down hither, and returned home riotwithftandin^ th# threats that were levelled 
againft him. By this adventure, he (hewed that he laughed at their intrigues. But now 
that I have mentioned his name, I cannot forbear mentioning a malicious ftratagem that 
this cunning favage made ufe of laft year, to prevent the conclufion of a peace between 
M. de Denonville and the Iroquefe. 

This favage is the general and chief counfellor of the Hurons} he is a man of forty 
years of age, and brave in his way. When he found himfelf prefled and importuned 
by M. de Denonville, to enter into the alliance concluded in the year 1687, that I» 
took notice of before; he at laft complied with his defire, with this referve, that the 
war fliould not be put to an end till the Iroquefe were totally routed. This claufe the 
govemor,promifed to makegood, and gave him afluranccs to that purpofe on the 3d of 
September, in the fame year, which happened about two days before I fet out from 
Niagara upon my voyage to the great lakes. Thisfavage general relying upon M. de De- 
nonville’s promiie, marched from Miflilimakinac at the head of an hundred warriors, as I 
infinuatsd in my 14th letter, in order to invade the Iroquefe country, and atchieve fome 
glorious feats among them. In the mean timej to carry on his defign the more cautioufly, 
he thought it proper to pafs by the way of Fort Frontenac, where he might receive fome 
intelligence. I Jpon his arrival at this fort, the governor told him, that M. de Denonville 
was negotiating a peace with the five Iroquefe nations, whofc amhaffadors and hoftages he 
expe&ed id a fiiort time in order to conclude and ratify the peace, he having orders 
to conduct them to Monreal: and that upon that confideration, it was moft proper for 
him and his warriors to return home, and to pafs no further. The favage general was 
mightily furprifed with this unexpected piece of news; cfpecially confidering that by the 
means of that peace he and his nation would be given up as a facrifice for the welfare 
of the French. When the governor had made an end of his remonftrance, the Rat 
acknowledged, that what he offered was very reafonable, but withal, that inftead of 
following his advice, he would go and tarry for the Iroquefe ambaffadors and hoftages 
at the catarafts, by which they were obliged to pafs. He had not tarried there above 
five or fix days before the unhappy deputies arrived with a train of forty young men, 
who'were all either killed or taken as they difembarked. The prifoners were no fooner 
fettered than this crafty general of the Hurons reprefented to them, that the French 
governor had fent him notice to take up that poft, in order to lie in wait for a party 
of fifty warriors, that were to pafs that way at a certain fet time. The Iroquefe being 
much furprifed with the apprehenfion of the pcrfidioulnefs that he charged upon 
M. de Denonville, acquainted the Rat with the defign upon which they came. Upon 
that the Rat counterfeited a lbrt of rage and fury; and to play his cards the better, 
flew out in invectives' againft M. de Denonville, declaring, that fome time or other he 
would be revenged upon that governor, for making him the inftrument of the moft. 
barbarous treachery that ever was aCted. Then he fixed his eyes upon all the prifoners, 
among whom was the chief ambaffador called Theganeforens, and fpoke to this pur¬ 
pofe j Go, my brethren, though I am at war with you, yet I releafe you, and allow 
you to go home. It is the governor of the French that put me upon this black a&ion, 
which I fhall never be able todigeft, unlefs your five nations revenge themfelves, and 
make their juft reprifals. ~ This was fufficient to convince the Iroquefe of the fincerity 
of his words; and they affured him upon the fpot, that if he had a mind to make a 
feparate peace, the five nations would agree to it: however, the Rat having loft one 
man in this adventure, kept an Iroquefe Have to fupply the place of the man he had 
loft: and after furnilhing the,prifoners with guns, powder, and ball, in order to their 
return homeward, marched to Miflilimakinac, where he prefented the French governor 
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with die Save that he brought off. The poor wretch was no fooner delivered than he 
was condemned to be Slot; for at that time the Trench garrifon did not know that 
M. de Denptivflie defigned to dap up a peace with the Iroquefe. The condemned 
prifoner gave an account of his adventure, and that of the ambaffadors; but the French 
thought that the fear of death made the fellow talk idly, and were confirmed in that 
thought, by hearing the Rat and his men fay, that he was light-headed; inforauch, 
that the poor fellow was put to death notwithftanding all the reafons he could offer. 
The fame day that he was ihot, the Rat called, an old Iroquefe Have that had ferved 
him a long while, and told him, he had refolved to allow him the liberty of returning 
to his own country, and fpending the reft of his days among his friends and country¬ 
men. At the fame time he gave him to know, that fmce he had been an eye-witnefs 
of the barbarous ufage that his countryman had met with from the French, notwithftand¬ 
ing what he offered in his own defence, it behoved him to acquaint his countrymen 
with the blacknefs of that aftion. The manumitted Have obeyed his orders fo 
pun&ually, that foon after the Iroquefe made an incurfion, at a»time when the governor 
did not dream of any fuch thing, for he had ufed the precaution of giving the 
Iroquefe to underftand, that he difallowed of the Rat’s treachery, infomuch that he had 
a mind to have him hanged; and upon this profpeft, expedted hourly ten or twelve 
deputies to conclude the peace he fo much defired. , 

In effeft the deputies did come, but neither their number nor their defign was 
fuitable to what the governor had promifed to himfelf. Twelve hundred warriors 
landed at the lands-cnd of the ifland of Monreal, and burnt and facked all the planta¬ 
tions in that quarter: they maflacred men, women, and children; and Madame de 
Denonville, who was then at Monreal with her hufband, did not think hcrfelf fafe in 
that place. A general conftemation was fpread all about; for the barbarians were not 
above three leagues from Monreal. They burnt 'all the adjacent fettlcments, and 
blocked up two forts. M. de Denonville fent out a detachment of a hundred foldiers 
and fifty favages to oppofe them, being unwilling to fparea greater number out of the 
city: but all the men of the detachment were either taken or cut in pieces, excepting 
twelve favages, one foldier, and M. de Longueil who commanded the party, and was 
carried off by the twelve favages after his thigh was broke: the other officers, namely, 
the Sieurs de la Raberre, Denis, la Plante, and Villedene, were all taken prifoners. 
In a word, the barbarians laid almoft the whole ifland wafte, and loft only three men, 
who having drank to excefs of the wine they found in the plantations, were decoyed 
into a fort by a Canadefe cow-keeper, that had been their Have for fome years. As 
foon as the three unfortunate Iroquefe arrived in the fort, they were thrown into a 
cellar to ileep themfclves fober; and queftionlefs, as foon as they waked they repented 
of their exceffive drinking. When they waked, they fell immediately to finging j and 
when the garrifon offered to fetter them, and carry them to Monreal, they flew to fome 
clubs that lay in the cellar, and made fuch a vigorous and brave defence, that the 
garrifon was forced to fhoot them upon the fpot. The cow-keeper being brought 
before M. de Denonville, he told him, that the breach made by the Rat’s contrivance 
was irreparable; that the five Iroquefe nations refented that adventure with fo much 
warmth, that it was impoflible to difpofe them to a peace in a fhort time $ that thtsy 
were fo far from being angry with that Huron for what he did, that they were willing 
to enter into a treaty with him, owning that he and his party had done nothing but 
what became a brave map and a good ally. Doubtlefs this fetal incurfion was a great 
furprifal to M. de Denonville, and afforded him a copious field for refledtlon. It was 
already impoflible to continue the poffeffion of Fort Frontenac; wfiere they began to 
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want provisions, and which could not be relieved without expofing a great many men 
to the danger of the partes or catarads, which 1 have mentioned fo often. There yttka 
a downright neceffityof calling out the garrifon and blowing up the fort; but the 
difficulty lay in finding a man to carry orders to that effed to the governor, for nobody 
durft undertake it, till the Sieur Peter de Arpentigni offered to go all alone through 
the forefts; and accordingly he went and did his bufinefs fuccelsfully. The orders 
were extremely welcome to M. de Valrenes,the governor of the fort for the time; who, 
upon the receiving them, run a mine under the four baftions, which, with the powder 
he put in, was reckoned fufficient to blow it up. This done, he embarked, and came 
down the river through the catarads to Monreal, where he found M. de Denonville, 
and accompanied him hither. That officer did not only abdicate the Fort of Frontenac, 
but fet fire to the three great barks that they ufed to ply with upon the lake, both to 
awe the Iroquefe in time of war, and to convey commodities to them in time of peace. 
M. de Denonville aded a prudent part in relinquishing both this fort and that of 
Niagara; for, in earneft, thefe two ports are indefenfible, by reafon of the inacceffible 
cataracts, upon which an ambufcadoof ten Iroquefe may repulfea thoufand Frenchmen 
by the throwing of Stones. But after all I mult own, that the welfare and prefervation 
if our colonies had an abfolute dependancc upon thefe two forts, which feemed to 
infure the utter deftrudioq of the Iroquefe; for they could not Stir out of their villages 
to hunt or to fiSh, without running the rifque of having their throats cut by the favages 
in alliance with us, who being then affured of a fafe retreat, would have made continual 
incurfions into the country of thofe barbarians: and by this means, the Iroquefe 
being unprovided with beaver-Skins to be given in exchange for guns, powder, ball, 
and nets, would be Starved to death, or at leart, be obliged to depart their 
country. 

In the end of September M.,de Bonaventure, captain and owner of a merchant 
flap, arrived in this port, and brought the news of M. de Frontenac’s reinftalment in 
the place of governor-general of Canada, and of the recalling of M. de Denonville, 
whom the Duke de Beauvilliers has recommended to the King, for the place of fub- 
governor to the princes his grandfons. Some people are uneafy at the recalling of 
this governor j and it is faid, that the reverend fathers the Jefuits, fall under the num¬ 
ber of the malcontents; for if we may credit the reports of the country, they con¬ 
tributed in a great mcafurc to the recalling of M. de Frontenac feven or eight years 
ago, by ading in concert with the intendant of Chefneau, and fupreme council, and 
drawing up accufations againrt him which had the delired effed; though now the 
King mews that he is undeceived, by reinstating that gentleman onfce more in this 
government. In the mean time the ftatefmen of the country that are moft guilty, know 
not how to drefs this kettle of fiSh ; S'or they make no question but the new governor 
will retain a juft refentment of what is part ; but the gentlemen, merchants, and other 
inhabitants, are making preparations for folemnizing his arrival, which they exped 
with as much impatience as the Jews do the Meffiah's. The very favages that live in the 
Skirts of the colony. Shew an uncommon joy upon the hopes of his return; and indeed, 
we need not think it Strange, for that governor drew eSleem and veneration not only 
Mrotn the French but from all the nations of this vaft continent, who looked upon him 
as their guardian angel. M. de Denonville begins to pack up his baggage, and that in 
offed, is all I can fay of him. It is none of my bufinefs to meddle with an infinity of 
affairs that relate to the gentleman’s private intereft. As to the queftion, whether 
he has managed well or ill, during thecourfe of his government, or whether he was 

a loved 
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loved or hated i, I know nothing df the matter. 1 am at a lofe to know whether he 
kept a good or farry able, for indeed I was never at it. Adieu. 

I make account to fet out for Rochel, when the veflel that brings our new governor 
returns for Franco. 

I am, Sir, yours, &c. 


LETTER XVIII. 

* Dated at Quebec, Nov. 15, 1689. 

Giving an Account of M. de Frontcnads Arrival , his Reception , his Voyage to Monreal , 

and the repairing of Fort Front erne. 

Sir, 

THE intelligence you give me of the adjudging of the lands of Lahontan, would 
have driven me to defpair, if you had not allured me at the feme time, that I might 
recover it after a century of years, (if I had the misfortune to live fo long,) upon the 
condition of reimburfing to the poffeffor the fum that he paid for it, and of proving 
that I was actually in the King’s fervice in the remote parts of the world when that 
edate was fold. To fpeak to the purpofe, M. de Frontenae has countermanded the 
leave I had to go for France, and has offered me a free accefs to his pocket and his 
table. All the arguments I offered have no influence upon him, and fo 1 am bound 
to obey. 

This new governor arrived at Quebec the 15th of O&ober, He came on fhore at 
eight o’clock at night, and was received by the fupreme council, and all the inhabitants 
inarms, with flambeaux both in the city, and upon the harbour, with a triple difeharge 
of the great and fmall guns, and illuminations in all the windows of the city. That 
fame night he was complimented by all the companies of the town, and above all, by 
the Jefuits, who upon that occafion made a very pathetic fpeech, though the heart had 
lefs hand in it than the mouth. The next day he was vifited by all the ladies, whofe 
inward joy appeared in their countenances, as much as in their words. Several per- 
fons made fire-works, while the governor and his retinue fung Te Dcum in the great 
jdiurch. Thefe folemn demondrations of joy increafed from day to day, fill the new 
governor fet out for Monreal; and the conduct of the people upon this head afforded 
fignal proofs of the fafisfaftion they had in his return, and of their reding affined 
that his wife conduit and noble fpirit would preferve the repofe and tranquillity that 
he always kept up during his fird ten years’ government. All the world adored him, 
and diled him Rcdemptor Patrice; to which title he had a jud claim, for all the inha¬ 
bitants of thefe colonies agree, that when he came fird to Canada, he found all things 
inconfufion and didrefs. At that time the Iroquefe had burnt all the plantations, and 
cut the throats of fomethoufandsof the French ; the farmer was knocked on the head 
in his field; the traveller was murdered upon the road, and the merchant ruined for 
want of commerce : all the planters were pinched with famine, the war rendered the 
country defolate; and, in a word, New France had infallibly perifhed, if this gover- , 
nor had not made that peace with the barbarians, that I fpoke of in my fifth letter. 
The bringing of that peace to bear was an aftion of greater importance than you can 
well imagine ; for thefe barbarians grounded all their wars upon a perfonal enmity, 
whereas the European ruptures depend more upon intered than upon pure revenge. 

* * M.de 
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M. l^'Sti^yaKew, the Bifhop of Qod}«. «rriyed likewifepn the 
port. f$e Ittfembarked in the preceding' Spring, on board «f a bark 
hired totfanfport him to Acadia, to Newfoundland, and to the other countnworhis 
diccefe. M. de Frontenac, our governor, fet out for Monreal in a canoe, four or five, 
days after his arrival; and I had the honour to accompany him. All endeavours were 
ufed to diffuade him from undertaking that voyage, when thefeafon was focold, mid 
fo far advanced : for, as 1 informed you before, the ice is thicker and ftronger here in 
Q&ober than it is at Paris in January, which is very ftrange. Notwithftanding all the 
remonftrances drawn from the hardfhtns and inconveniencies of the voyage, he flighted 
the fatigues of the water, and threw nimfelf into a canoe in the fixty-eighth year of 
his age j nay, he took the abdication of Fort Frontenac fo much to heart, that he 
had gone ftraight thither, if the nobility, the priefts, and the inhabitants of Monreal* 
had not entreated him, with joint fupplications, not to expofe his perfon to the danger 
of the falls and catarafts that lie in that paffage. In the mean time fome gentlemen of 
Canada, followed by a hundred coureurs de bois, under the command or M. Mantet, 
ventured upon the voyage, with intent to learn the flare of the fort. I acquainted you 
in my laft letter, that M. de Valrenes had blown up the walls of the fort, when ho 
made his retreat; but by good luck, the damage was not fo great as it was taken to be ; 
for the party commanded by M. Mantet, have already reared up the ruinous wall to the' 
height of fbme fathoms, and will continue to work upon the repair of the fort all this 
winter. This news M. de Frontenac received laft night, which was the fixth after his 
return to this city. 

I had forgot to tell you, that he brought with him out of France, fome of thofe 
Iroqucfe that M. de Denonville had fent to the galleys, as I intimated ip my fhirteenth 
letter j the reft having perifhed in their chains. Of all thefe unfortunate barbarians 
that he has brought back, the moil confiderable is one that goeS by the name of 
Oreouahe. He was not ufed as a galley Have, in regard that he was the leader of the 
Goyoguans, and the governor has lodged him in the caftle, in coniiJeration of the 
efteem he fhews both for M. de Frontenac, and for the French nation. Some flatter 
themfelves with the hopes, that fome accommodation with the five Iroquefe nations may 
be cffeSed by his mediation; and for that end propofals of peace are now in agitation ; 
but I have three good reafons for predi&ing, that fuch a defign will prove abortive. 
I have already laid thefe reafons before M. de Frontenac, who gave me to know, that 
after the departure of the fhips, he would difeourfe with me upon that head. 1 fhall not 
offer at the particulars of his interview, with Monfieur and Madam de Denonville, till 
fuch time as you and I have an opportunity of talking under the rofe. Some officere 
accompany M. de Denonville and his Lady to France, in hopes of being preferred. 
In all probability the ihips will fet fail to>morrow, for we have now a fair and gentle 
wcftcrly gale; befides, that the feafpn for quitting this port, isalmoftfpent. 

I am. Sir, yours, &d 
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LETTER XIX. 

Dated atMonreal, Oftobcr 2, 1690, 

Relating the Attempts upon New England and New'Tork ; a fatal Embajfy fcnt by the 
French to the Iroquefe ; and an ill-concerted Enterprifc of the Englijh and the Iroquefe, 
in marching by Land to attack the French Colony. 

Sir* 

ABOUT fifteen days fince, a fhip of Rochel, laden with wine and brandy, ar¬ 
rived in this harbour ; and the captain took care to convey a letter from you to my 
hands. As to your defire of having a circumftantial account of the trade of Canada, 
I cannot fatisfy it at prefent, for I am not as yet fo thoroughly acquainted with all its 
branches. But I allure you, that fotne time or other I lhall fend you fuel) memoirs, 
as will give you fatisfa&ion upon that head. In the mean time, I hope you will be con¬ 
tented with an account of what paffed in this country fince the date of my laft. 

As foon. as M. Denonville fet out from Quebec upon his return to France, 
M. de Frontenac took poffeflion of the fort, which is the common refidence of our 
governor-general, and ordered one of our bell: architects to make preparations for re¬ 
building it as foon as he could. ' 

In the beginning of this year, M. D’Iberville attempted to pillage a fmall village in 
New York, called by the Iroquefe Corlar, which name they likewife give to all the 
governors of that Englilh colony. This gentleman, who is a Canadefe, was attended 
by five hundred coureurs de bois, and the like number of favages; and the whole 
party made the expedition over fnow and ice, notwithftanding they had three hundred 
leagues to march backward and forward, and that the roads were very rugged and 
troublefome. M. D’Iberville met with wonderful fucccfs, for after he had pillaged, 
burnt, and facked that little village, with the adjacent cantons, he fell in with a party 
of an hundred Iroquefe, and defeated them entirely. Much about the fame 
M. de Portneuf, another Canada gentleman, marched out at the head of three hun¬ 
dred men, one half favages, and the other half coureurs de bois, with intent to poffels 
himfelf of a fort belonging to the Englilh, called Kenebeki, which ftands upon the fea 
•dfeoaft of New England, towards the frontiers of Acadia. The garrifon of this fort 
made a brave defence, but there being great quantities of grenadoes and other fire¬ 
works thrown in upon them, while the favages (contrary to their cuftom) fealed the 
palifadoes on all hands, the governor was obliged to furrender upon diferetion. It is 
faid, that in this atlion the coureurs de bois did their duty very bravely, but the enter- 
prize had proved fuccefslefs without the affiftance of the favages. 

As foon as the rivers were navigable, M. de Frontenac offered to fend me with pro- 
pofals of peace to the Iroquefe; but I made anfwer, that fince his pocket and table 
had been free to me during the winter, I could not imagine that lie had a mind to be 
rid of me fo foon. Being obliged by this reply to unfold my meaning, I remonftrated 
to him, that the King of England having loft his crown, and war being proclaimed, the 
governors of New England and New York, would infallibly ufe their utmoft efforts to, 
excite thefe banditti to redouble their incurfions j that for that end they would furrulh 
them with ammunition gratis, and even join them, in order to attack our towns; and 
above all, that the intrigue of the Rat had fo provoked them, that, in my opinion, it 
was impolfible to appeafe them, , Upon thefe confiderations, I humbly befeeched, 

5 him 
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him to have fome other perfonin his view, in cafe he perfifteAin his clefign of making 
a trial of that nature. The Chevalier Do was fingled out for this fatal embs®y,b£ing 
attended by one Colin, as interpreter of the Iroquefe language, and two young Cartaaans. 
They fet out in a canoe, and when they came in fight of the village of the Onnontagues, 
were received with the honourable falvo of feveral good blows, and conduced with the 
fame ceremony to the village. Such a reception could not but be difagreeable to the 
gentleman that came to make offers of peace. The ancient men, being quickly affem- 
bled, thought it moll proper to fend them back with a favourable anl'wer, and in the 
mean time to engage fome of the Agnies and Onnoyotcs, to lie in wait for them at the 
cataracts of the river, and there kill two, fending the third back to Quebec, and carry¬ 
ing the? fourth to their village, where there would be found fome Englifli that would 
fhoot them, that is, that would give them the fame ufage as the Rat did to their ambaf- 
f'adors: fo true it is, that that action Hicks in their ftomachs. This project had actually 
been put in execution, if it had not been for fome of the planters of New York, who 
were then among die barbarians, having come thither on purpofe to animate them 
againft us. Thelc planters knew fo well how to influence the barbarians, that were 
already bent upon revenge, that a company of young barbarians burnt them all alive, 
excepting the Chevalier Do, whom they tied hand and foot, and fent him bound to 
Bolton, with a defign to,pump out of him a view of the condition of our colonies and 
forces. This piece of news we received two months after by fome Haves that made 
their efcape from the Iroquefe; and M. de Frontenac, when furprized with fuch difmal 
news, declared, that out of twenty captains that offered to execute that commiflion, 
and would have taken the employment for an honour, I was the only one that had been 
capable of forefeeing its bad fuceefs. 

June the 24th, I embarked for this place in a fluggilh brigantine, that the captain of 
the governor’s guards had caufed to be built the foregoing winter. This venerable 
veffel had the honour to lodge the intendant and his lady ; and all of us being in no 
hafte, fpent ten or twelve days by the way, and feafted like kings every night. M. de 
Frontenac marked out a fort in his paffage to the city of Trots Rivieres, which I fpoke 
of before. Fifteen days after our arrival in this place, a certain favage whofe name was 
Plake, came and gave us notice, tkat he had difeovered a body of a thou fand Englifli, 
and live hundred Iroquefe, that marched up to attack us. Upon this intelligence, all our 
troops croffed over to the meadow of Medalaine, oppofite to this city, and there encamped, 
in conjunction with three or four hundred favages that were our allies, in order to give 
the enemy a warm reception. Our camp was no fooner formed, than M. de Frontenac 
detached two or three fmall parties of the favages to obferve the enemy. Thefe parties 
came foon back, after having furprized fome ftraggling Iroquefe at hunting on the 
confines of Chatnplaine lake: the prifoners informed us, that the Englifli being unable 
to encounter the fatigues of the march, and unprovided with a fufEcient flock of pro- 
vifions, both they and the Iroquefe were returned to their own country. This account 
being confirmed by other favages, our troops decamped, and marched back to this 
place, from whence I was detached fome days after to command a party that was to 
cover the reapers of fort Roland, which lies in this ifland. When the harveft was over 
I returned to this place, along with the Hurons and the Outaouas, who had come down 
from their own country, in purfuit of their ufual trade in Ikins; an account Of which you 
had in my eighth letter. Thefe traders continued here fifteen days, and then marched 
home. 

Thisj 
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This, Sir, is a fummaMjlf all our occurrences of moment fincethe laft year. About 
fifteen days Ke^ce l thmF to fet out forQjuebec, in M. de Ffontenap’s brigantine. I 
conclude withtiiyvuual compliment, 

’ ' ■ Sir, yours, &c. 

LETTER XX. 

Dated at Rochel, January 12,1691* 

Being a Relation of a Second and very important Expedition of the F.nglijb by .Sea; in 
which it contained a Letter written by the Englifh Admiral to Count Frontenac , with 
the Governor*t verbal Anfw&r. As alfo an Account of the Author's Departure for 
France. 

Sir, 

I AM arrived at laft at Rochel, from whence I now tranfmit you a relation of all 
that palled in Canada, fince the date of my laft letter. In the fpace of a few days after 
that date, M. de Frontenac received advice that a ftrong fleet of Englilh Hups amounting 
to thirty-four fail, was feen near Tadouflac. Immediately he got on board of his bri¬ 
gantine, and ordered all the troops to embark in canoes and Ipoats, and to row night 
and day to prevent the enemy; all of which was happily put in execution, At the 
fame time he gave orders to M. de Callieres, to bring down as many of the inhabitants as 
poffibly he could. We rowed with fuch expedition, and diligence, that we arrived the 
3d day at Quebec. As foon as M. de Frontenac debarked, he viewed the wcakeft ports, 
and ordered them to be fortified without lofs of time: he railed batteries in fevcral 
places, and though in that capital city we had but twelve great guns, and but little am¬ 
munition, yet he feemed to be refolutely bent upon an obstinate refinance to the efforts 
of the enemy’s fleet, which in the mean time ftood catching of flies, at the diftance of 
two leagues from Quebec. We took the advantage of their flow approaches, and worked 
incefiautly to put ourfelves in a pofture of defence. Our troops, our militia, and our 
confederate lavages, came up to us on all hands. It is certain, that if the Englifh 
admiral had made his defeent before our arrival at Quebec, or even two days after, he 
had canied the place without ftriking a blow; for at that time there was not two 
ffhndred French in the city, which lay open, and expofed on all hands; but inrtead of 
doing that, he cart anchor towards the point of the ifland of Orleans, and loft three days 
in confuhing with the captains of the fhips, before they came to a refolution. He took 
the Sieur Joliet with his lady and his mother-in-law, in a bark in the river of St, 
Laurence. Three merchantmen from France, and one laden with beaver-fkius from 
Hudfon’s Ray, entered the river of Saguenay, by the way of Tadouflac, where they 
feuiked, and after hauling their guns afhore, raifed very good batteries. To be fhort, 
the officers of the enemy’s fleet came to a refolution after the lofs of three or four days 
in ufelefs confutations, during which time wc were joined on all hands by great num¬ 
bers of inhabitants and foldiers. Purfuant to the refolution of the councils of war, the 
Englifh admiral, namely, Sir William Phips, fent put his floop with a French flag upon 
its prow, which made up to the city with found of trumpet. Upon this, M. de Frontenac 
fent out another with a French officer to meet it, who found an Englifh major in the 
floop, who gave him to underftand, that he had the charge of a letter from his general, 
(0 the governor of Canada, and hoped he might be allowed to deliver it himfelb Upon 
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that the French officer took him into his floop, and having bHVblded 1 ^^ CG|u 2 u^d 
him to the governor’s chamber; where his face being uncovered, hedelivered ftima 
letter, the fubftance of which was this-: . * . ;r 

« I, Sir William Phlps, general of the forces of New England, by lea and land, to 
Count Frontenac, governor-general of Quebec, by orders from, and in the name of 
William jll. and Mary, King and Queen of England, am come to make myfelf mailer 
of this country. But in regard that I have nothing fo much in view, as the preventing 
of the effufion of blood, I require you to furrender at diferetion, your cities, callles, 
forts, towns, as well as your perfons; alluring you at the fame time, that you lhall meet 
with all manner of good ufage, civility and humanity. If you do not accept of this 
propofal without any reftridtion, I will endeavour, by the afliftance of Heaven, on which 
I rely, and the force of my arms, to make a conqueft of them. I expect a pofitive 
anfwerin writing in the fpace of an hour; and in the mean time give you notice, that 
after the commencement of hollilities, I lhall not entertain any thoughts of accommo¬ 
dation. 

(Signed,) ** William Phips.” 

After the interpreter had tranllated the letter to M. de Frontenac, who was then 
furrounded with officers, he ordered the captain of his guards to make a gibbet before 
the fort, in order to hang the poor major, who in all appearance underftood French, 
for upon the pronouncing of this fatal fentcnce, he was like to fwoon away; and 
indeed I mull fay, the major had fome reafon to be affe&ed, for he had certainly been 
hanged if the bifhop and the intendant, who, to his good luck, were then prefent, had 
not interceded on his behalf. M. de Frontenac pretended, that they were a fleet of 
pirates, or of perfons without oommiffion, for that the King of England was then in 
France. But at lad the governor being appeafed, ordered the major to repair forth* 
with on *board of his admiral, againll whom he could defend himfelf the better, for 
not being attacked. At the fame time he declared, that he knew of no other King of 
Great Britain than James II., that his rebellious fubjedts were pirates, and that he 
dreaded neither^their force nor their threats. This faid, he threw Admiral Phips’s 
letter in the major’s face, and then turned his back upon him. Upon that the poor 
ambaflador took frefh courage, and looking upon his watch, took the liberty to alk 
M. de Frontenac, if be could not have his anfwer in writing before the hour elapfed. 
But the governor made anfwer with all the haughtinefs and difdain imaginable, that 
his admiral deferved no other anfwer than what flew from the mouth of cannons and 
mulkets. Thefe words were no fooner pronounced, than the major was forced, to take 
his letter again, and being blindfolded, was reconducted to his floop, in which he rowed 
towards the fleet with all expedition. 

The next day about two in the afternoon, fixty Hoops were fentalhore with ten or 
twelve hundred men, who Hood upon the fand in very good order. After that the- 
Hoops went back to the Ihips, and brought alhore the like complement of men, which 
was afterwards joined by a third complement of the fame number. Asfoon as thefe 
troops were landed, they began to march towards the city with drums beating and 
colours flying. Thisdefcent was made over againll the ille of Orleans, about a league 
and a half below Quebec ; but it was not fo expeditious but that our confederate 
lavages, with two hundred coureurs de bois, and fifty oificers, had time to pod them* 
felves in a copfe of thick brambles, which lay half a league off the place of landing. 

It being impoflible for fo (mail a • party to come to an open battle with a numerous 

enemy. 
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enemy, they were fongpro fight after the manner of the favages, that is, to lay am- 
bufeadoes from place to place in the copfe, which was a quarter of. a league broad. 
This way of waging war proved wonderfully fuccfcfsful to us, for our men being polled 
in the middle of the copfe, we fuffered the Englilh to enter, and then fired upon them, 
lying fiat upon the ground till they fired their pieces ; after which we fprung up, and 
drawing into knots here arid there, repeated our fire with fuch fuccefs that the Englifh 
militia perceiving our favages, fell into confufion and difordcr, and their ^battalions 
were broke; infomuch, that they betook themfelves to flight, crying out, Indians, 
Indians, and gave our lavages the opportunity of making a bloody flaughter among 
them ; for we found three hundred men left upon the fpor, without any other lofs on 
our fide than that of ten coureurs de bois, four officers, and two favages. ' 

The next day the Englilh landed four pieces of brafs cannon mounted like field- 
pieces, and fought very bravely, though they were very ill difeiplined. It is certain 
there was no want of courage on their fide, and their want of fuccefs mull be imputed 
to their unacquaintance with military difciplinc, to their being enfeebled by the fatigues 
of the lea, and to the ill coudu&.of Sir William Phips, who upon this enterprise 
could not have done Ids than he did, if he had been engaged by us to Hand Hill with 
his hahcls in his pockets. This day palled over more peaceably than the next, for 
then the Englilh made a frelh attempt to force their pafiage/hrough the copfe, by the 
help of their artillery ; but they loll three or four hundred more in the attempt, and 
were forced to retire with all diligence to the landing-place. On our fide we loll 
M. de St. Ilelcne, who died of a wound in his leg, and about forty Frenchmen and 
favages. This victory animated us fo much, that we purfued the Englilh to their 
camp, and lay all night flat upon the ground juft by it, with a defignto attack itby break 
of day ; but they hived us the labour, for they embarked about midnight with fuch 
confufion, that we killed fifty more of them, rather by chance than by dexterity, while 
they were getting into their boats. When day came, we tranlported to Quebec their 
tents anu their cannon, which they had left behind them; the lavages being in the mean 
time employed in ftripping the dead in the wood. 

The fame day that the defccnt was made. Sir William Phips weighed and came to 
an anchor with four great Ihips, at the dillance of a mulket-lhot from the lower city, 
where we had only one battery of fix or eight pounders. There he cannonaded for 
twenty-four hours fo handfomely, that the fire of the great guns equalled that of the 
final 1 arms. The damage they did to the roofs of the houfes amounted to five or fix 
piftoles ; for, as I informed you in my fix'll letter, the walls of the houfes are fohard 
that a ball cannot pierce them. 

When Sir William Phips had made an end of thefe glorious exploits, he fent to 
demand of IVi. de Frontenac feme I nglifh prilbners in exchange for the Sieur Joliet, 
with his wife and his mother, and feme fcamen, which was forthwith put in execution. 
This done, the fleet weighed anchor and fleered homeward. As fuon as the three 
merchantmen that lay fkulking in the river of Saguenay, faw the fleet running below 
Tadoufl’ac with full fail before a wefterly gale, they put their guns aboard, and pur- 
fuing their voyage with great fatisfaclion, arrived at Quebec on the 12th of November, 
litey had icarcc put their cargo on (hore, when the bitter cold covered the river with 
ice, which damaged their Ihips fo much, that they were forced to run' them affiore. 
This troublelome froft was as uncafy to me as to M. de Frontenac, for then 1 faw that I 
was obliged to pals another winter in Canada, and M. de Frontcnac was at a lofs to 
contrive a way of fending the King advice of this enterprize; but, by good luck, there 
came all of a fudden a downfall of rain, which was followed by a thaw, and w'as 
* equally 
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equally acceptable to us both. Immediately the governor oftgered an ranged frigate 
to be rigged and,, fitted out; which was done accordingly with fuch difpatch that the 
ballaft, fails, ropes, and mafts were all in order almoft as foon as the orders were 
given out. When the frigate was ready to fail, the governor told me, that the making 
df France as foon as ever I could, would be a piece of important fervice; and that I 
ought rather' to perifh than to fuffcr myfelf to be taken by the enemy, or to put in at 
any port whatfoever by the way: at the fame time he gave me a particular letter to 
M. de Seignelay, the purport of which was much to my advantage. 

I put to feathc 20th of November, the like of which was never feen in that place 
before. At the ifle <>f Coudres we cfcaped luckily, for there the norlh-eaft wind blew 
fo hard t upon us, that after we had dropped anchor, we thought to have been fplit in 
pieces in the night-time. The reft of our paflage was good enough, for we encoun¬ 
tered but one ftorm till we arrived at this place. Indeed we met with contrary wind, 
about an hundred and fifty leagues off the coaft of France, which obliged us to traverfe, 
and lie by for a long time ; and it was for this reafon that our paflage was fo long.' 

1 hear you are now* in Provence, and that M. de Seignelay is gone upo*>a voyage to 
the other world, which is of a quite different nature from that I have juft performed. 
In earneft, Sir, his death is the laft misfortune to the navy of France, to the colonies 
of the two Americas, and to me in particular, fince M. de Frontenac’s recommenda¬ 
tory letter is thereby rendered ufelefs to me. 

I am, Sir, yours, &c» 
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CONTAINING 

A "GEOGRAPHICAL DESCRIPTION OF THAT VAST CONTINENT j THE 
CUSTOMS AND COMMERCE QF THE INHABITANTS, &c. 


Sir, 

I N my former letters I preferred you with a view of the EnglHh < and French colonies, 
the commerce of Canada, the navigation upon the rivers and lakes of that coun¬ 
try, tffe courle of failing from Europe to North America, the fcveral attempts made by 
the Engliih to matter the French colonics, the incurfions of the French upon New 
England, and upon the Iroquefe country: in a word, Sir, 1 have revealed a great 
many things, that for reafons of ttate or politics, have been hitherto concealed ; info- 
much, that if you were capable of making me a facrifice to your refentinent, it is now 
in your power to ruin me at court, by producing my letters. 

All that I writ in the foregoing letters, and the whole fubttance of the memoirs I 
now fend you, is truth as plain as the l'un-fhine. I flatter no man, and Ifpare nobody. 
I fcorn to be partial; I bellow due praife upon thofc who are in no capacity to ferve 
me, and I cenfure. the conduct of others, that arc capable of doing me an injury by 
indirect methods. I am not influenced by that principle of intereft and party-making, 
that is the rule of fome folks words. I facrifice all to the love of truth, and write with 
no other view, than to give you a juft reprefeutation of things as they are. It^is 
beneath me to mince or alter the matter of foci, contained either in the letters I fent 
■you fome ten or twelve years ago, or in thefe memoirs. In the courfe of my voyages 
and travels, I took care to keep particular journals of every thing; but a minute re¬ 
flation of all particulars would be irkfome to you, befides, that the trouble of taking 
a copy of the journals, before I have an opportunity of fhewing you the original, 
would require more time than I can well fpare. In thefe memoirs you will find as 
much as will ferve to form a perfect idea of the vaft continent of North America. In 
Che courfe of our correfpondence from the year 1683, to this time, I fent you five- 
and-twenty letters, of all which I have kept a double very carefully. My only view 
in writing of thefe letters, was to inform you of the moft effential things ; for I was 
unwillmg to perplex and confound your thoughts, with an infinity of uncommon 
things, that have happened in that country. If you will confult my maps, as you 
read the abovementioned letters, you will find a juft reprefentation of all the places I 
have fpoken of. Thefe maps are very particular, and I dare affure you, they are the 
corre&eft yet extant. My voyage upon the Long River, gave me an opportunity of 
making that little map, which I fent you from MiffiJimakinac ip 1699, with my fixteepth 
letter. It is true, it gives only a bare defeription of that river, and the river of the 
Miffouris ; but it required more time than I could fpare, to make it more completes 
by a knowledge of the adjacent countries, which have hitherto been unknown to ail tfe. 
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world as well as' that great liver, and which I would never have vifited, if I had not 
been fully inftru&ad in every thing that related to it, and convoyed by a good guard. 

I have placed the Hip of Canada at the front of thefe memoirs, and defire that favour 
of you, that you would hot (hew it to anybody under my name. To the latter part I 
have fubjoined an explicadoi| of the marine, and other difficult terms, made ufe of in 
my letters, as well as in thefe memoirs; which you will pleafe to confult, when you 
meet with a word that you do not underftand. 


A Jhort Defeription of Canada. 


You will think, Sir, that I advance a paradox, when I acquaint you that New France, 
commonly called Canada, comprehends a greater extent of ground than the half of 
Europe: but pray mind what proof I have for that affertion. You know that Europe 
extends fouth ana north, from the 35th to the 72nd degree of latitude, or, if you will, 
from Cadiz to the North Cape on the confines of Lapland; and that its longitude 
reaches from the 9th to the 94th degree, that, is from the River Oby to the Weft Cape 
in Yflandia. But at the fame time, if we take the greateft breadth of .Europe, from 
eaft to weft, from the imaginary canal, (for inftance) between the Tanais and the Volga, 
to Dinglebay in Ireland, it makes but 66 degrees of longitude, which contain more 
leagues than the degrees allotted to it towards the polar circle, though thefe are more 
numerous, by reafon that the degrees of longitude are unequal; and iince we are 
wont to meafure provinces, iflands, and kingdoms by the fpace of ground, I am of 
the opinion, that we ought to make ufe of the fame ftandard with refpeft to the foug 
parts of the world. The geographers who parcel out the earth in their ciofets, ac¬ 
cording to their fancy ; thefe gentlemen, I fay, might have been aware of this advance, 
if they had been more careful. But, to come to Canada. 

All the world knows, that Canada reaches from the 39th to the 65th degree of lati¬ 
tude, that is,from the fouth fiide of the lake Errie, to the north fide of Hudfon’s Bay; 
and from the 284th to the 336th degree of longitude, viz. from the river Miffifipi 
to %ape Rafe, in the ifland of Newfoundland. I affirm, therefore, that Europe has 
but, 11 degrees of latitude and 33 of longitude more than Canada, in which I com¬ 
prehend the ifland of Newfoundland, Acadia, and all the other countries that lie to the 
northward of the river St. Laurence, which is the pretended great boundary that 
fevers the French colonies from the Englifli. Were I to reckon in all the countries 
that He to the north*weft of Canada, I mould find it larger than Europe: but I confine 
myfelf to what is difeovered, known, and owned ; I mean, to the countries in which 
th£ French trade with the natives for beavers, and in which they have forts, mag azines , 
miffionaries, and finall fettlements. 


.. It is above a century and a half fince Canada was difeovered. John Verafan was 
the firft difeoverer, though he got nothing by it, for the favages eat him up. James 
Cartier was the next that went thither; but after failing with his (hip above Quebec, he 
returned to France, with a forry opinion of the country. At laft, better failors were 
employed in thedifeovery, and traced the river of St. Laurence more narrowly: and 
about the beginning of the laft century, a colony was fent thither from Rouen, which 
fettled there after a great deal of oppofition from the natives. At this day the colony 
is fo populous, that it is confjputed 4 o contain one hundred and eighty thoufand fouls. 
I have already given you fome account of that country in my letters, and therefore 
finaiH now only point to the rooft noted places, and take notice ofyrbat may gratify 
ymir curiofity beyond what you have yet heard. 
vot. xm. : xx We 
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We jure at a loTs to find the head of the river of St. Laurence, for though we have 
traced it (even or eight hundred leagues up, yet we could never reach its fource; the 
remoteft plaice that the coureurs de bois go to, being the lake Llhemipigon, which 
difembogues into the Upper Lake, as the Upper Lake does into the lake of Hurons, 
the lake of Hurons into, that of Errie alias Conti, and that of Errie into the lake of 
Frontenac, which forms this laft great river, that runs for twenty leagues with a pretty 
gentle dream, and fweeps through thirty more with a very rapid current, till it reaches 
the city of Monreal j from whence it continues- its courfe with fome moderation to 
the city of Quebec; and after that, fpreads out, and enlarges itfelf by degrees to its 
mouth, which lies a hundred leagues further. If we may credit the north-country 
lavages, this river takes its rife from the great lake of the Ailinipouals, which they give 
out to be larger than any of the lakes I mentioned but now, being fituated at the dis¬ 
tance of fifty or fixty leagues from the lake of Lenemipigon. The river of St. Lau¬ 
rence is twenty or twenty-two leagues broad at its mouth, in the middle of which there 
is an iiland called Anticofti, which is twenty leagues long. This illand belongs to the 
Sieur Joliet, a Canadan, who has built a little fortified magazine upon it, to guard his 
goods and his family from the incurfions of the Eikimaux, of whom more anon. He 
deals with the other favage nations, namely, the Mantagnois and the Papipanachois in 
arm's and ammunition, by way of exchange for the fkins f ,of fea-wolves or lea-calves, 
and fome other furs. 

Over again!! this ifland, to the fouthward of it, we find the ifle called L’lfle Percee, 
which is a great rock with a paffage bored through it, in which the Hoops can only 
pafs. In time of peace the Bifcayans of France, and the Normans, ufed to filh for cod 
at this place; for here that filh are very plentiful, and at the fame time larger, and more 1 
proper for drying than thofe of Newfoundland. But there are two great incon- 
veniencies that attend the filhing upon this illand ; one is, that the (hips ride in great 
danger, unlefs they have good anchors and ftrong cables} another inconvenience is, 
that this place affords neither gravel nor Hint-Hones to ftretch out the filh upon before the 
fun, and that the filherinen are forced to make ufe of a fort of hurdles. * 

. There are other filhing-places befides this, which lie fome leagues higher up upon 
the fame fide of the river. Such is that called Gafpc, where the /hips’ crews fonic- 
times trade in Ikins with the Gafpefians, to the prejudice of the proprietors, of this 
river. The other places for cod-filh lie toward Monts Notre Dame, in the little bays 
or rivers that empty themfelves into the river of St. Laurence. 

On the other fide of the river there lies the wide-extended country of Labrador, or 
of the Eikimaux, who are fuch a wild barbarous people, that no means whatfoever have 
hitherto been able to civilize them. One would think that good old Homer had this 
people in his view when he fpeaks of the Cyclops j for the chara&er of the one fuits 
the other admirably well, as it appears from thefe four verfes, in the ninth book of his 
Odyffy, which are lo pretty, that I cannot forbear inferting them in this place. 

Ti/V »» S’ bt c&yojot) fiuhrQCpt art 

M ■ at/ i/ixt tuttjt nUnot 

£1 enrext y>.*$u£o !xn Si/xinm Si txarsi 

Usttiut iiS’ ua aXAtJ ut 

That is; this people do not perplex themfelves with voluminous laws, and vexatious 
fuits; they deHgnt only in the tops of mountains, and deep caves, and every one cpn- 
v " - 1 fines 
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fipes fits care, to the management of hw own family, without troubling his head about 
his neighbour. The Danes were the firft difcoverers of this country, which is full of 
ports, havens anobays, that the Quebec barks refort to in the fummer, in order to 
truck with the favages for the Ikins of fea-calves. The commerce I fpeak of, is carried 
on after this manner* As foon as the Quebec barks come to an anchor, thefe devils 
come on board of them in their little canoes made of the ikins of fea-calves, in the form 
of a weaver’s ihuttle, with a hole in the middle of it, refembling that of a purfe, in 
which they (low themfelves with ropes, fitting fquat upon their breech. Being fet in 
ibis falhion, they row with little ilices, fometimes to the right, and fometimes to the left, 
without bending their body for fear of overfetting. As foon as they are near the bark, 
they hold, up their Ikins upon the end of the oar, and at the fame time make a demand 
of Jo many knives, powder, ball, fufees, axes, kettles, &c. j in fine, every one fhews 
what he has, and mentions what he expeds in exchange: and fo when the bargain is 
concluded, they deliver and receive their goods upon the end of a ftick. As thefe 
pitiful fellows ufe the precaution of not going on board our boats, fo we take care not 
to fufl’er too great a number of canoes to furround us; for they have carried off oftener 
than once, fome of our fmall vefiels, at a time when our feamen were bufied in hauling 
in the fkins, and delivering out the other goods. Here, we are obliged to be very 
vigilant in the night.timc, for they know how to make great (loops, that will hold thirty 
or forty men, and run as fall as the wind: and it is for this reafon that the Malouins, 
who fifh for cod at Petit Nord, and the Spaniards who follow the fame fifhery at 
Portochoua, are obliged to fit in long barks to fcour the coaft and purfue themj for 
alrnoft every year they furprize fome of the crew on fhore, and cut their throats, and 
fometimes they carry oft' the veftel. We are affured that their number of warriors, or 
men that bear arms, amount to thirty thoufand; but they are fuch cowardly fellows 
that five hundred Cliftinos from Hudfon’s bay, ufed to defeat five or fix thoufand of 
them. They are poflefled of a very large country, extending from over againftthe ifles 
of Mingan to Hudfon’s Streight. They crofs over to the iftnnd of Newfoundland 
every day, at the ftreight of Belle Iflc, which is not above feven leagues over; but they 
never come fo far as Placentia, for fear of meeting with other favages there. 

Hudfon’s Bay adjoins to this terra of Lambrador, and extends from the 5 2° 3 o' to 
the fixty-third of latitude. The origin of its name was this Captain Henry Iludfon, 
an Englishman by birth, obtained a (hip from the Dutch, in order to trace a paftage to 
CHina'through an imaginary ftreight to the northward of North America. He had firft 
formed a defign of going by the way of Nova Zcmbla; but upon feeing the memoirs of a 
Danifh pilot, who was a friend of his, he dropped that thought. This pilot, namely, 
Frederick Anfchild, had fet out from Norway, or Yflandia, fome years before, with a 
defign to find out a paftage to Japan by Davis, s Streight, which is the chimerical ftreight 
I fpoke of. The firft land he deferied was Savage Bay, feated on the north fide of the 
terra of Labrador} then fweeping along the coaft, he entered a ftreight, which about 
twenty or thirty years afterwards, $as chriftened Hudfon’s Streight. After that, fleer¬ 
ing to the weftward, he came upon fome coalts that run north and fouth ; upon which 
he flood to the north, flattering himfelf with the hopes of finding an open paftage to 
crofs the fea of Jeffo; but after failing to the latitude of the polar circle, and running 
the rifle of perifhing upon the ice, (I,do not know how often,) without meeting with any 
paftage or open fea, he took up a resolution of turning back ; but the feafon was then 
fo far advanced, and the ice fo covered up the Surface of the water, „t|*at he; was forced 
to jput into Hudfon’s Bay, and winter there in a harbour, where feveral favagesfumifhed 
his Cfew with provifions and excellent fkins. As foon as the fea was open, he returned 
to Denmark. Now, Captain Hudfon being afterwards acquainted with this Dane, 

X x a undertook 
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undertook jboitaJs' ttf-attempt > fltfhgp: toAreiglft of 

JDavis,; but the enterprise failed, & welt &s that "of one Button, and frme others. Hqw- 
viever, Hudfon put into the bay that now goes by bis name, where he received a great 
quantity of (kins from the favages; after that, he difcovet^d New Holland,‘which is 
.now called New York, and fome other countries retaining to New England: upon the 
whole, it is not fair to call this ftreight and this bay by the name of Hudfon ;• in regard 
that the abovementioned Dane, Frederick Anfchild,was the firil difcoverer of them j he 


being the firft European that defcricd the countries of North America, and chalked but 
the way to the others. Upon this Hudfon’s journals, the Englifh made feveral attempts 
to fettle a commerce with the Americans. The great quantity of beaver-ikins and other 
fqrs that he purchafed of the favages while he wintered in the bay, put the notion into 
the heads of fome Englifh merchants, who thereupon formed a company for the carrying 
on of this new commerce. With this view, they fitted out fome fhips under the com¬ 
mand of Captain Nelfon, who loft fome of them in the ice not far from the ftreight 
having efcapcd narrowly himfelf. However, he entered the bay, and placed himfelf at 
the mouth of a great river, which rifes towards the lake of the Afunpouals, and.falis 
into the bay at a place where he built a redoubt, and ^mounted fome cannon upon it. 
.In the fpace of three or four years after the Englifh made fome other little forts near 
that river, which proved a confiderable baulk to the commence of the French, who found 
that the favages who ufed to deal with them in furs on the north fide of the Upper Lake, 
were not then to be feen. 


It came to pafsin procefsof time, but how I cannot tell, that one Ratifibn, and one 
Grozileer, met, in that great lake, fome Gliftinos, who promifed to conduct them to 
the bottom of the bay, where the Englifh had not yet penetrated. In effett, the 
Cliftinos were as good as their word ; for they fhewed them the place they fpoke of, 
befides feveral other rivers upon which there was a fair profpeQ: of making fuch fettle- 
ments as would carry on a great trade in fkins with feveral favage nations. Thefe two 
“Frenchmen returned to the Upper Lake, the fame way that they went, and from thence 
made the beft of their way to Quebec, where they offered to the chief, merchants of the 
place, to carry fhips to Hudfon’s Bay; but their projeft was rejected; in fine, having 
met with this repulfe, they went to France, in hopes of a more favourable hearing at 
court: but after the prefenting of memorial upon memorial, and fpending a great deaf 
of money, they were treated as whimfical fellows. Upon that occafion the Ring of 
England’s ambaflador did not lofe the opportunity of perfuading them to go to L 5 ndon, 
where they met with fuch a favourable reception, that they got feveral fhips, which they 
carried to the bay, not without difficulty, and built feveral forts in different places, that 
did great fervice in promoting the commerce. Then the court of France repented, 
though too late, that they did not give ear to their memorials; and finding no other 
remedy, refolved to diflodge the Englifh at any rate. In effeft, they attacked them 
vigorpufly by fea and land, and difpofTefled them of all their forts, excepting Fort Nelfon; 
where they could not expect fuch an eafy conqueff. Some years after, the Engfifh 
refolved to ufe their utmoft efforts to retake thefe pofts; and their refolution was 
crownfd with fuccefs, for they diflodged the French in their turn; and at this day the 
French are making preparations to repay them m their own coin. 

That country is fo cold for feven or eight-montft|of the year, that the fea freezes ten 
feet deep, the trees and the very ftones fplit; thefnow is ten or twelve feet deep upon the 
jgroimd, for abovedix months of the year, and during that feafon no body can Air out 
without running the rifle of having their nofe, ears and feet mortified by the 
cold. jj The paffage from Europe to that coUntryisfodifficult and dijgerous, by reafon 
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^^^^3^‘aihm^ibU'Owm^ hwf^jieed*to$sp laft d^g!t^pf3gi^%(0r be 

'l^lmd ;fooli4bpheight* that undertakes fuai: a wretched voyage. v' 

i It is now time to pafs from Hudfon’s Bay, to the Superior or Upper Lake. itjs 
eafier to make this voyage upon paper than to go a&uaily through it j for you imft 
fail almoft a hundred leagues up the river of Machakandibi, which is fo rapid and full of 
catarafts, that a light canoe worked by fix watermen, fhall not fail them under thirty or 
fhirty-five days. At the head of this river we meet with a little lake of the fame name, 
from whence we are obliged to a land-carriage of feven leagues, to get at the river of 
-Michipikoton, which we run down in ten or twelve days; though at the fame time'we 
have feveral land-carriages upon it: for going down this river we pafs feveral catara&s, 
where *we are obliged either to carry our canoes by land, or to drag them back again. 
Thus we arrive at the Upper Lake, which is reckoned to be five hundred leagues in> 
circumference, including the windings of the creeks and little gulphs. litis little freihr 
water fea is calm enough from the beginning of May to the end of September. The 
fouth fide is the fafeft tor the canoes, by reafon of the many b$ys and* little rivers, where 
one may put in, in cafe of a ilorm. There is no fettled favage*nation upon the brinks of 
the lake, that I know of. It is true indeed, that in fummer, feveral northern nations 
come to hunt andfifh in thefe parts, and bring with them the beaver- fkins they have got 
m the winter, in order tc^ truck with the coureurs de bois, who do not fail to mfifet them 
there every year. The places where the interview happens, are Bagouafch, JLemipifaki, 
and Chagouamigon. It is fotne years fince M. Dulhut built a fort of pales or flakes 
upon this lake, where he had large magazines of all forts of goods. That fort was 
called Camaniftigoyan, and did confiderable differvicc to the Englifh fettlements in 
Hudfon’s Bay; by jreafon that it faved feveral nations the trouble of tranfporting their 
ikins to that bay. Upon that lake we find copper mines, the metal of which is fo fine 
and plentiful, that there is not*a feventh part loft from the ore. It has fome pretty large 
iflands, which are replenifhed with elks and wild- affes; but there isfcarce any that goes 
to hunt upon them, by reafon of the danger of eroding fiver: in fine, this lake abounds 
with fturgeons, trouts, and white fifh. The climate is almoft unfufferably cold for fix 
months of the year; and the fnow joined to the froft, commonly freezes the water of the 
lake for ten or twelve leagues over. 

From the Superiour or Upper Lake, I fleered to that of Hurons, to which I allot four 
hundred leagues in circunfFerence. Now to make this lake, you mult fail down by 
tfie fell called Saut St. Mary, which I deferibed in my fifteenth letter. This lake 
is fituated in a fine climate, as you will perceive from the map. The north fide of 
k is befl for the navigation or canoes, by reafon of the frequency of ifles which 
Afford fhelter in bad weather. The fouth fide is pleafanter and more convenient for the 
hunting of deer, which are-there very plentiful. The figure of this lake comes near 
to an equilateral triangle. Of all its ifles, that called Manitoualin is the moft con¬ 
fiderable, being above twenty leagues long, and ten broad. In former times,, the 
' Outaouas of the nations of Talon and Sable dwelt in it; but the dread they were under 
tipon the account of the Iroquefe, obliged both them and, their neighbours to retire, to- 
Miflilimakinac. That part of the continent that feces this ifland, is inhabited by the; 
Nockes and the Miffitagnes, in. two different villages which are twenty leagues dulant 
one from the other. Towards the eafl end of this ifland, we fall in with .the' river 
ides Francois, which I took notice of in my fixteenth letter.. Jfc.ts, ,ik’h«b&ci. as tee 
. Seine is at Paris, and runs not above forty leagues in length;fj^ its fource in the 
Hake Nepieerini, to its mouth. To the norih-iyefl of this nyjft there lies the bay of 
Toranto, which is twenty on> five-andftwetHy leagues longhand fifteep. broad at its 

■ mouth.. 



MEMOIRS OF WORTH AMERICA. 


mouth. This b*y leqeives a river tha filings froin a little lake of the fame name. Rod 
form fereral catara&s that are equally impra&caifie both upon the afcent and defceht. 
Upon the fide of this river you will fee a man’s head marked in my map, which fignifiea 
a large village of the Hurons, that was deftroyed by the Iroquefe. You may go froth 
the fpurceofthis river to the Lake Frontenac, by making a land-carriage to the river 
of T&naouate, that falls into that lake. Upon the fouth fide of the Bay of Toronto, 
you fee the fort called Fort Suppofe, which I mentioned in my twenty-third letter, and 
about thirty leagues to the ibuthward of that, you find the country of Theo- 
nontate, which being formerly inhabited by the Hurons, was entirely depopulated by 
the Iroquefe. 

From thence I pafs direttly to my fort, without amufing you with the different 
landfcapes 1 met with in the fpace of thirty leagues. That fort I have fpoke fo often 
of already, that without flopping there, l (hall run dire&ly to the Bay of Sakinac, 
reckoning it needlefs at the fame time to take any notice of the many fhelvcs and 
rocks that lie hid under the water for two leagues off the coaft.. This bay is fixteen 
or feventeen leagues long, and fix broad at its mouth; in the middle of which we meet 
with two little iflands, that are very ferviceable to the paffengers } for if it were not for 
the cqnveniency of putting in there, they would be obliged for the mofl part, rather to 
march quite round the bay, than to run the hazard of crofting^ dire&ly over in a' canoe. 
The river of Sakinac falls into the bottom of the bay. This river runs fixty leagues 
in length, with a gentle current, having only three little cataracts that one may fhoot 
without danger. It is as broad as the Seine is at Seve bridge. Once in two years the 
Outaouas and the Hurons are wont to hunt great quantities of beavers upon the con¬ 
fines of the river of Sakinac. Between the river I now fpenk of; and Miflilimakinac, 
we meet with no place that is worth our regard. As for Miflilimakinac itfelf, I have 
already imparted to you all that I can fay of that pofl, which is of fo great importance 
to our commerce, and at the fame time fent you a draught of it. 1 (hall therefore 
purfue my courfe to the Lake Errie, remembering that I deferibed the Illincfc lake in 
my fixteenth letter. 

The lake Errie is juflly dignified with the illuflrious name of Conti; for affuredly it 
is the finefl lake upon earth. You may judge of the goodnefs of the climate, from the 
Jptitudes of the countries that furround it. Its circumference extends to two hundred 
and thirty leagues; but it affords every where fuch a charming'profpeft, that its banks are 
decked wfth cak-trees, elms, chefnut-trees, walnut-trees, apple-trees, plum-trees, and 
nines which bear their fine clufters up to the very top of the trees, upon a fort of 
ground that lies as fmooth as one’s hand. Such ornaments as thefe are fufficient to 
give rife to the mofl agreeable idea of a landfcape in the world. I cannot exprefs what 
▼aft quantities of deer and turkies are to be found in thefe woods, and in the vaft meads 
that ue upon the fouth fide of the lake. At the bottom of the lake, we find wild 
beeves upon the banks of two pleafant rivers that difembogue into it, without catarads 
or rapid currents. It abounds with fturgeon and white fi(h; but trouts are very fcarce 
in it, as well as the other filh that we take in the lakes of Hurons and Iilinefe. It is 
clear of Ihelves, rocks, and banks of fand; and has fourteen or fifteen fathom water. 
The favagesaffure us, that it is never difturbed with high winds, but in the months of 
December, January, and February, and even then bjgft feldom, which indeed I aim 
very apt to believe, for we had but very few ftorms when I wintered in my fort in 1688 ; 
though the fort lay open to the Lake of Hurons. The banks of this lake are commonly 
frequented by none but warriors, whether the Iroquefe, the Iilinefe, the Oumamis, &c. 
and it is very dangerous to flop there. By this means it comes to pafs, that the flags. 
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rte-bucks, an4, turkies run in great bodies up and down thefliore, all round the lake. 
Id former times the Errierohons and the Anaaftogueronons^ lived" upon the confines : of 
the lake, but they were extirpated by the Iroquefe, as well as the other nations marked, 
ixriihe map. 

Upon the north fide ofthe lake we defery a point of land that ihoots fifteen leagues 
into the main ; and about thirty leagues beyond that to the eaftward, we meet with a 
ftnall river that takes its rife near the Bay of Ganaralke, in the Lake of Frontenac 5* 
and would afford a fliort paffage from the one lake to the other, if it were not encum¬ 
bered with catarads. From thence to the ftreight or mouth of the lake, you have 
thirty leagues ; the ftreight being a league over, and fourteen leagues long. Upon 
this ftreight you fee Fort Suppol'e marked in the map, which is one of the forts that I 
mentioned in my 23d letter. From that imaginary fort to the river of Conde, we have 
twenty leagues. 

The river of Conde runs fixty leagues in length without catarads, if we may credit 
the favages; who affured me, that one may go from its fource to another river that falls 
into the fea, without any other land-carriage than one of a league in length, between 
the river and the other. I faw only the mouth of the firft river, where our Outaouas 
tried their limbs, as I told you in my fifteenth letter. The iflands that you fee marked 
in the map at the bottom of the Lake Errie, are rcpleniflied with roe-bucks and with 
fruit trees which nature bas generoufly provided, in order to entertain the turkies, 
pheafanis, and deer with their fruit. In fine, if there were a clear and free paffage for 
veffels from Quebec to this lake, it might be made the fineft, the richeft, and the moft 
fertile kingdom in the world; for over and above all the beauties l have mentioned, 
there are excellent filver mines about twenty leagues up the country, upon a certain 
hill, from whence the favages brought us great lumps, that have yielded that precious 
metal with little wafte. , 

From the Lake Errie, I fteer'my courfe to that of Frontenac, which I could not 
forbear to fpeak of in my i’eventh and feventeenth letters. This lake (as I intimated 
above) is two hundred and eighty leagues in circumference, its figure is oval, and its 
depth runs between twenty and twenty five fathom. On the fouth fide it receives feveral 
little rivers, particularly thofe of the Tfonontouans, of the Onnontagues, and of the 
Famine; on the north fide it is joined by the rivers of Ganaralke and of Teonontate. 
Its fides are decked with taH trees, and the ground is indifferent even and level, for it 
has-no fteep coafts. On the north fide we meet with feveral little gulfs. You may go 
from this lake to that of Hurons, by going up the river Tanaouate, from whence you 
have a land-carriage of fix or eight leagues to the river of Toronto, which falls into it. 
You may likewife have a paffage from the Lake of Frontenac, to that of Errie, through 
the Bay of Ganaralke, by making a land-carriage from thence to a little river that is full 
of catarads. The villages of the Onnontagues, Tfonontouans, Goyogouans, and 
Onnoyoutes, are not far diftant from the Lake of Frontenac. Thefe Iroquefe nations 
are very advantageoufly leated. They have a pleafant and fertile country; but they 
want roe-bucks and turkies, as well as filh, of which their rivers are altogether deftitute, 
infomuch that they are forced to filh in the lake, and to broil or dry their filh with a 
fire, in order to keep them and-tran/port them to their villages. They are in dike 
manner forced to range out of their own territories, in queft of beaver in the winter time, 
either towards Ganaralke, or to file fides of the Lake of Toronto, or elfe towards the 
great river ofthe Outaouas; where it would be an eafy matter .icut all their throats, 
lw purfuing the courfe I laid dqwn in my letters. 1 nave already touched upon the 
£orts of Frontenac and Niagara; as well as upon file river of St. Lawrence, which here 
. $ takes 
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takes leave of the lakes,and purfues a more compa£|'cdurfe to Monrealand Quebec* 
where its waters mingling with thofe of the fea become fo brackifh that they are not 
drinkable. * 

It femains only to give you a defcription of Acadia, and the iiland of Newfoundland, 
which are two countries that differ widely from one another. The coaft of Acadia 
extends from KenCbeki, one of the frontiers of New-England, to l’lfle Percee, near 
‘the mouth of the river of St. Laurence., This fea-coaft runs almoft three hundred 
leagues in length, and has upon it two great navigable bays, namely, the bay called 
Francoife, and the bay des Chaleurs. It has a great many little rivers, the mouths of 
which are deep, and clean enough for the greateft ihips. Thefe rivers would afford a 
plentiful falmon-fifhery, if there was any body to undertake it; and moil of .them as 
well as the gulphs that lie before them, furniih fuch cods as we take at the ifle Percee. 
For in the funimer time, that fort of fiih make fnto the coaft in flioals, efpecially about 
the iflands of Cape Breton and of St. John. It is true, the latter has no harbours, and 
the former has none that receive any veffel above the burden of a bark; but if thefe 
two iflands were peopled, the inhabitants might fit out flnops to manage the fifhery j 
.and towards the latter end of Auguft, when the fifli are cured and ready, the ftiips 
might come to an anchor near the land, and fo take them in. Two gentlemen of the 
.name of Amour of Quebec, have a fettlement for beaver-hunting upon the river of 
St. John; which is a very pleafant river, and adorned with r fields that are very fertile 
in grain. It is navigable for twelve leagues up, from its mouth. Between the point 
■of Acadia, and the ifland of Cape Breton, there is a channel or fireight about two 
leagues in breadth, which'is deep enough to carry the greateft Ihips in France. It is 
.called the Pals des Canceaux, and would be much more frequented than it is, if the 
merchantmen bound to Canada, would fet out from France about the 15th of March ; 
for then they might pafs that way, being affured of a clear paffage at all feafous 
of the year, whereas the channel of Cape de Raye*, is oftentimes covered with ice 
an April: and by this contrivance, the ftjips would arrive at Quebec in the beginning 
of May; 

Moft of the countries of Acadia abound with corn, peafe, fruit and puife; and have 
.a plain diftin&ion of the four feafons of the year, notwithftanding that it is extremely 
cold for three months in winter. Several places of Acadia afford mafts as ftrong as 
* thofe we have from Norway; and if there were occafion, all forts of Ihips might be 
built there: for if you will believe the carpenters, the oak of that country is better than 
ours in Europe. In a word, it is a very fine country; the climate is indifferently tem¬ 
perate, the air is pure and wholefome, the waters clear and light, and there is good 
accommodation for hunting, {hooting and fiihing. The animals that we meet with 
there moft commonly are beavers, otters, and fea-calv«s, all of them being very 
numerous. Thofe who love meat are indebted to the doftors, who perfuaded the popes 
to metamorphofe thefe terreftial animals into fifli j for they are allowed to eat of them 
without fcruple in the time of Lent. To be plain, the knowledge I have of that country 
makes me forefee that the Englifh will be mailers of it fome time or other. I could 
give very plaufible reafons for the prophecy. They have already begun to ruin the 
commerce that the French had with the favages, and in a fhort time, they will compafs 
its intire deftru&ion. The French they will prize their goods .too high, though they 
are not fo good as thofe of the Englifli; and yet ttte ,Ersgli{h fell their commodities 
cheaper. It were a pity that we mould tamely leave 1 to the Englifh a country, the 
conqueft of which they have attempted fo often, .in confideration of our fir-trade and 
cod-tubing. It is impofiible to hinder them to poflefs themfelves of the fettlements 

upon 
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upon the coaft of Acedia, by realign that they lie at fuch a diftance from one another; 
fo that they will certainly fucceed in fuch enterprizes, as indeed they have done 
already. The French governors, they act with the fame view as many of thofe who 
are’employed, in polls beyond fea. They look upon their place as a gold-mine given 
them, in order to enrich themfelves; fo that the publick good mult always march 
behind private intereft. M. de Meneval fuffered the Engliih to poffefs themfelves of 
Port Royal, becaufe that place was covered with nothing but fmgle paliifadoes. 
But why was it not better fortified ? I can tell you the realon ; he thought he had 
tinie enough to fill his pockets before the Engliih would attack it. This governor 
fucceeded to M. Porrot, who was broke with difgracc, lor having made it his chief 
bufinels io enrich himi'elf; and after returning to France, went back again with feveral 
Blips laden with goods, in order to let up for a private merchant in that country. 
While M. Pcrrot was governor, he fullered the Engliih to poflefs themfelves of 
feveral advantageous polls, without offering to Itii*. His chief bufinefs was to go in 
barks from river to river, in order to traffic with the favages : and after he was dif- 
graced, he was not contented with a commerce upon the coafts of Acadia, but lvould 
needs extend it to the Engliih plantations; but it coll him dear, for forne pirates 
fell in with him, and after leizing his barks, ducked hiinfelf, upon which he died 
immediately. 

The three principal fa\%ge nations that live upon the coafts of Acadia are the 
Abenakis, the Mikemak, and the Canibas. There are feme other erratic nations, 
who go and come from Acadia to New England, and go by the names of Mahingans, 
Soccokis, and Openango. The firll throe (having fixed habitations) are entirely in 
the interellsof the French ; and 1 mult fay, that in time of war they gall the Engliih 
colonies with their incurfions fo much that we ought to take care to perpetuate a 
good underltanding between them and us. The baron of Saint Calteins, a gentleman 
of Oleron in Bearn, having lived among the Abenakis after the lavage way, for above 
twenty years, is fo much refpccted bv the favages, that they look upon him as their 
tutelar god. He was formerly an officer of the Carignan regiment in Canada’"; and 
upon the breaking of that regiment, threw himi'elf among the lavages, whole Language 
he had learned. He married among them after their faftiion, and preferred the forefts 
of Acadia to the Pyrenaean mountains that encompafs the place of his nativity : for 
the firll years of his abode with the favages he behaved himi'elf fo as to draw an 
inexpreffiblc efteein for them. They made him their great chief or leader, who is in 
a manner the fovereign of the nation ; and by degrees he has worked himfelf into fuch 
a fortune, which any man but he would have made ul'e of, as to draw out of that country 
above two or three hundred thoufand crowns, which he has now' in his pocket, in good 
dry gold. But all the ufe he makes of it is, to buy up goods for prefents to his fellow 
favages, who upon their return from hunting, prefent him with beaver-fkins to a 
treble value. The governors-general of Canada keep in with him, and the governors 
of New England are afraid of him. He has feveral daughters, who are all of them 
married very handl’omely to Frenchmen, and had good dowries. l ie has never changed 
his wife; by which means he meant to give the favages to underftand, that God 
does not love inconftant folks. It is faid, that he endeavoured to convert thefe poor 
people, but his endeavours proved fuccel'siefs ; fo that it is in vain for the Jefuits to 
preach up the truths of Chriilianity to them ; though after all, thefe good fathers are 
not difeouraged; nay, they think that the adminiftering of baptifm to a dying child 
is worth ten times the pains and uneafinels of living among that people, 
vox., xm. v y 
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Port Royal, the capital or the only city of Aca<$a, Is In effect no more than a little 
paltry town, that is fomewhat enlarged fince the war broke out in 1689, by the 
acceflion of the inhabitants that lived near Bofton, the metropolitan of New England. 
A great many of thefe people retired to Port Royal upon the apprehenfion that the 
Englilh would pillage them, and carry them into their country. M. de Meneval 
furrendered this place to the Englilh, as I faid before; he could not maintain fuch a 
poll with the handful of men that he had, becaufe the pallifadoes were low, and out 
of order. He made a capitulation with the commander of the party that made the 
attack ; but the Englilh officer broke his word to him, and ufed him both ignominoufly 
and harfhly. Port Royal is feated in the latitude of 44 degrees and 40 minutes, upon 
the edge of a very fine bafin, which is a league broad, and two leagues long,, having at 
the entry about fixtecn or eighteen fathoms water on one fide, and fix or fcvcn on the 
other; for you mu ft know that the ifland called l’lfle aux Chevres, which ftands in 
the middle, divides the channel into two. There is excellent anchorage all over the 
bafin *, and at the bottom of it there is a cape or point of land that parts two rivers, at 
which the tide rifes ten or twelve feet. Thefe rivers are bounded by pleafant meads, 
which in fpring and autumn arc covered with all forts of frefh water-fowl. In fine. 
Port Royal is only a handful of houfes two ftory high, and has but few inhabitants of 
any note. It fubfifts upon the traffick of the fkins which the fitvagcs bring thither to 
truck for European goods. In former times the farmer’s* company had magazines in 
this place, which were under the care of the governors. I could eafily mention fome 
of them, if I were not apprehenfive that thefe memoirs may be feen by others befides 
yourfelf. 

The ifland of Newfoundland is three hundred leagues in circumference. It lies at 
the diftance of fix hundred and fifty leagues from France, and forty or fifty leagues from 
the bank of the fame name. The fouth fide of the ifland belongs to the French, who 
have fcveral fettlements there for the fifhing of cod.' The eaft fide is inhabited by the 
Englilh, who are poflefled of feveral conliderable polls, fituated in certain ports, bays, 
and havens, which they have taken care to fortify. The weft of the ifland is wafte, and 
it was never yet poflefled. The ifland is of a triangular figure, and is full of mountains 
and impracticable forefts. It has fome great meadows, or rather heaths, which are 
covered with a fort of mofs inftead of grafs. The foil of this country is good for nothing, 
as being a mixture of gravel, fand and Hones; fo that the fifhery was the only motive 
that induced the French and the Englilh to fettle there. It affords great ftore of game, 
water-fowl, partridges and hares; but as for the flags, it is almoft impoffiblc to come at 
them, by reafon that the mountains are fo high, and the woods fo thick. In this ifland, 
as well as in that of Cape Breton, we find porphyry of feveral colours; and care has 
been taken to fend to France fome pieces of it for a pattern, which were found to be very 
pretty, only they were hard to cut. I have feen fome of them that were red ftreakeu 
with green, and feemed to be extremely fine; but the mifehief is, it fplirs fo when 
it is taken out of the quarries, that it cannot be made ufe of, but by way of 
incruftarion. 

This ifland of Cape Breton affords likewife black marble, or a fort of brefche with 
grey veins, which is hard and not eafily polilhed. This Hone is apt to fplit, for it is not 
equally hard, and it has knots in it. There are no fettled favages in the ifland of New¬ 
foundland. It is true, the Elkimaux do fometimes crofs over to it at the ftreight of 
Belle lfle in great Hoops, with intent to furprife the crew of the filhermen upon the 
coaft called Petit Nord. Our fettlements are at Placentia, at the ifland pf St, Peter, and 
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in the bay of Trepaffez. From Cape Rafe to Chapeau Rouge the coaft is very 
clean, but from Chapeau Rouge to Cape Raye the racks render it dangerous. 
There are two considerable inconveniences, that attend the landing upon this 
ifland. In the firft place, the fogs are here fo thick in the fummer, for twenty 
leagues off into the main, that the ableft and moll expert failor dare not ftand into the 
land while they laft 5 fo that all {hips are obliged to lie by for a clear day, in order to 
make the land. The fecond inconveniency, which is yet greater, proceeds from 
the currents which run to and again, without any perceivable variation, by which means 
the fhips are fometimes drove in upon the coaft, when they reckon upon ten leagues 
offing. . But, which is worft of all, the infenfible motion of the rolling waves throws 
them infenfibly upon the rocks, which they cannot poffibly avoid, for want of ground 
to anchor upon. It was by this means that the King’s ffiip, the Pretty, was loft in 1692, 
as well as a great many others upon feveral occafions. 

Of all our fcttlements in North America Placentia is the poft of the greateft import¬ 
ance and fervice to the King, in regard that it is a place of refuge to the fhips that are 
obliged to put into a harbour, when they go or come from Canada, and even to thofe 
which come from South America, when they want to take in frefti water or provifions, 
and have fprung their mails, or been damaged in a ftorrn. This place is fituated in the 
latiude of 47degrees and fom(iminutcs,almoft at the bottom of the bay that goes by the 
fame name. The bay is tenor twelve leagues broad, and twenty odd leagues long. The 
fort (lands upon the fide of a neck or narrow ftreight, which is fixty paces over and fix 
fathoms water deep. The (hips that enter into the port are obliged to graze, (fo to 
fpeak) upon the angle of the bullions. The port or harbour is a league long, and a 
quarter of a league over: before the port there is a large, fine road, which, is a league 
and a half wide : but lies fo bleak to the north-weft and weft-north-weft winds, the 
ftrongeft and mod boifterous windS that are, that neither cables nor anchors, nor large 
flout fhips can withftand their furious fhocks 5 though indeed thefe violent ftorms 
fcldom happen but in the latter end of autumn. The fame year that the Pretty was loft, 
the King loft another of 69 guns, called the Good, in this road ; and if the four or five 
other (hips that belong to the fame i’quadron, had not taken the precaution of fleer¬ 
ing into the port, they had certainly underwent the fame fate. This road then which is 
only expofed to the north-weft and weft-north-weft winds, has fotne hidden rocks on 
the north fide, befides thofe at Point Yerte, where feveral of the inhabitants are W'ont 
to fiffi. All thefe things you may fee plainly upon the plan that I fent you along with 
my 23d letter. 

Commonly there comes thirty or forty fliips from France to Placentia every year, 
and fometimes fixty. Some come with intent to fifli, and others have no other defign 
than to truck with the inhabitants, who live in the fummer-timeon the other fide of the 
fort. The ground upon which their houfes ftand, is called La grand Grave, for in 
cffe& they have nothing but gravel to fpread their cod-fifh upon, in order to have them 
dried by the fun after they are falted. The inhabitants and the French fiffiermen fend 
their {loops every day two leagues off the port to puri’ue the fiffiery ; and fometimes 
the Hoops return fo over-loaded, that they are in a manner buried in the water. You 
cannot imagine how deep they fink, and it is impofiible you ffiould believe it unlefs you 
faw it. The fiffiery commences in the beginning of June, and is at an end about the 
middle of Auguft. In the harbour they catch a little fort of a fiffi, which they put upon 
their hooks as a bait for the cod. 

Placentia is in great want of gravel, which occafions the thinnefs of the inhabitants. 
If the governors preferred the King’s fervice to avarice they might make it a con- 
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fiderable poft, and a,great many would make gravel-walks at their own charge; but as 

• long as the governors prey upon the fortunes of private men under the fair pretence of 

the King’s fervice, which is always in their mouths, I cannot fee that this fettlement 
will ever be enlarged or improved. Does not the governor difgrace his Prince, and 
fink the charatter of his poft, in turning filherman, merchant, vintner, and atting in the 
way of a thonfand meaner and more mechanical trades ? Is not this a piece of tyranny ? 
To force the inhabitants to buy what goods they want out of fuch and fitch a Ihip, and 
to fell their cod to fuch other fliips as the governor is intcrefted in, and that as a princi¬ 
pal owner ; to appropriate to hitnfelf the rigging and tackle of the fliips that are call 
away upon the coaft, to ftop the crew of merchantmen for his own filhery, to fell 
habitations or fettlcments, to ftifie the bidding up for eflefts fold by way of auction that 
he may ingrofs them by his foie authority, to change the provifions laid up in magazines 
for his Majefty’s troops, to carry oft'the good biicuit and put bad in the room of it, 
to make fo much beef and bacon for the fubfiftence of the g:\rrilbn, to force the inha¬ 
bitants to fend their fervants and carpenters to fomc work in which his Majefty’s 
fervice is lefs concerned than his own pocket: thefe, I fay, are things that I take to be 
plain infractions of the orders iflutxl forth by Lewis the XIV.; thefe are abufes that 
muft be redrefled, if we would have the King to be well ferved: and yet there is nothing 
done in if. For my part, I am unacquainted with the reqfon of the delay ; thole that 
have a mind to know had beft afk the deputies of Monfieur de P **'*. 1 am fully per- 

iuaded, that all thefe piracies do not come to the King’s ears, for he is too juft to fuller 
them. 

To conclude, Placentia bearsneither corn, nor rye, nor peafc,forthe foil is good for 
nothing; not to mention, that if it were as good and as fertile as any in Canada, yet 
nobody would give themfelves the trouble to cultivate it; for one man earns more in 
cod-fiftiing in one fummer than ten would do in thef way of agriculture. In the great 
bay of Placentia there are fonie little harbours, (befidcs that of the fort) which the 
Bifcay filhermen refort to. Such are the little and the great Burin, St. Laurence, 
Martir, Chapeau Rouge, &c. 

A Lift of the Savage Nations of Canada. 

Thofc in Acadia. 


The Abenakis. 
The Micmac. 

The Canibas. 
The Mahingans. 
The Openangos. 
The Soccokis. 
The Ecechemins. 


I Thefe are all of them good warriors: they are more attive and 
^ lefs cruel than the Iroquefe. Their language differs a little 
| from that of the Algonkins. 

J 


The Nations that lie upon the River of St. Laurence, from the Sea to Monreal'• 
The Papinachois. ) 

The Mountaneers. > Thefe fpeak the Algonkin language. 

The Gafpefians. j 

The Hurons of Loreto, the Iroquefe tongue. 

The Abenakis of Scilieri. ? , n , ., ,. , 

The Algonkins. $ rhe A1 6 onkin language. 


The 
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The Agnies of the fell celled Saut St. Louis; they fpeak the Iroquefe language, and 
are good warriors. , 

The Iroquefe of the mountain of Monreal; they fpeak the Iroquefe language, ami 
are a brave people. 


Thofe upon the Lake of Hurons. 


The Hurons, the Iroquefe language. 
The Outaouas. 1 


The Algonkin language. 


The Nockes. 

The Millifagues. 

The Attikamck. 

The Outekipoues, alias Sauteurs; good warriors. 


Upon the Illincfe Lake, and the adjacent Country. 


Some Illinefe at Chegakou. 

The Oumamis; good warriors. 
The Matkoutcns. , 

The Kikapous; good warriors. 
The Outagamis; good warriors. 
The Malomiinis. 

The Ponteouatamis. 

The Ojatinons; good warriors. 
The Sakis. 


•N 


[■They fpeak the Algonkin language, and are a 
[ fprightly active fort of people. 


In the Neighbourhood of the Lake of Frontenac. 

The Tfonontouans. j 

The Goyoguans. > Thefe fpeak a different language from the Algonkin. 
The Onnotagues. ) 

The Onnoyoutes and Agnies, at a fmall diftance. 


Near the River of the Outaous. 

The Tabitibi. *1 

The Monzoni. J 

The Machakandibi. (They fpeak the Algonkin language, and all of them 

The Nopemen d’Achirini. [ are very cowardly. 

The Nepifirini. 

The Temilkainink. 


To the North of Mijffipi , and upon the Confines of the Upper Lake , and Hudfon’s Bay. 


The Nadoueffis. 
The Affimpouals. 
The Sonkalkitons. 
The Ouadbatons. 
The Atintons. 


^ Thefe fpeak Algonkin. 


The 
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The Cliftinos; brave warriors ^ 
and a&ive brifk men. > Thefe fpeak Algonldn. 

The Ekimaux. ) 


A Lift of the Animals of the South Countries of Canada. 

’Wild beeves. 

Little flags or harts. 

Roebucks of three different fpecies. -- 
Wolves, fuch as we have in Europe. 

Lynxs, fuch as we have in Europe. 

Michibichi, a fort of baftard tyger. 

Weafels, ] fuch as wc have in Europe. 

Afh-coloured fqiurrels. 

Hares, ^ 

Rabbits, > fuch as we have in Europe, 

Badgers, j 

White beavers, very fcarce. 

Reddifh bears. 

Muik rats. 

Reddifh foxes, as in Europe. 

Crocodiles in the Miffifipi. 

Offa, an animal like a hare, upon the Miffifipi. 


A Lift of the Animals of the North Countriis of Canada. 

Orignals or elks. 

Caribous or wild Aflcs. 

Black foxes. 

Silver-coloured foxes. 

JV. fort of wild-cats, called enfans du diable, or the devil's children. 

Carcajous, an animal not unlike a badger. 

Porcupines. 

Fontereaux, an amphibious fort of little pole-cats. 

Martins. 

Pole-cats, fuch as we have in Europe. 

Black bears. 

White bears. 

Siffleurs, an animal that makes a whizzing noife. 

Flying fquirrels. 

White hares. 

Beavers. 

Otters. 

Muik-rats. 

Suiffe fquirrels, or a fort of fquirrels whofe hair refembles a Suiffe’s doublet. 
Great harts. 

Sea-wolves or calves. 


A Defcription 
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A Defcription of fuch Animals or Beqfls as arc not mentioned in the Letters . 

THE Michibichi is a fort of tiger, only it is lefs than the common tiger, and 
not fo much fpeckled. As foon as it defcries a man, it runs away, and climbs up 
the firft tree it meets with. It attacks all brute animals whatfoever, and conquers 
them with cafe; and, which is very lingular and peculiar to it above all other ani¬ 
mals, it runs in to the allillance of the favages, when they purfue bears and wild 
beeves ; upon fuch occafions it makes as if it were afraid of nobody, and Tallies out 
with fury upon the hunted animal. The favages call thefe animals fort of manitous, 
that is,, fpirits that love men ; and it is upon that fcore they efteem and refpecl them 
to fuch a degree that they would choofe rather to die than to kill one of them. 

The white beavers are much valued upon the account of their being uncommon, 
though, at the fame time, their hair is neither fo large nor fo fine as that of the com¬ 
mon beavers. As there are but few of thefe white beavers, fo thofe which are quite 
black are very fcarce. 

The reddilh bears are mifehievous creatures, for they fall fiercely upon the huntftnen, 
whereas the black ones fly from them. The former fort are lefs, and more nimble 
than the latter. 

The crocodiles of Milftfipi are exa&Iy the fame with thofe of the Nile and other 
places. I have fecn that crocodile that is at Engolifma in Aquitaine, and find that it 
has the fame figure with thefe, only it is fomewhat lefs. The molt ufual method that 
the lavages have for taking them alive is to throw great wreaths or cords made of the 
bark of trees with a running-knot upon their neck, the middle of their body, their 
paws, &c. After they are thus feized, they (hut them up between ten or twelve flakes, 
and there tie them after their belly is turned upwards. While they lie in this poflure 
they flay them without touching their head or their tail, and give them a coat of fir- 
bark, to which they fet fire, having cut the ropes that kept them fafl. Upon fuch 
occafions thefe animals make a fearful howling and crying. To conclude, the favages 
are frequently fwallowed up by thefe creatures, whether in fwimming over a river, or 
in fleepirig upon its banks. Ariolto in the 68th diapafon of his 15th fong, gives this 
defcription of a crocodile: 


Vive fub lito c dentro a la Riviera, 
l'-i Corpi Umam’ fon le foe vivandc, 
De le prrfone rnifere c ircaute, 

Di viamlauti e d’infelice nautc. 


That is, it lives both in the river and upon its banks; it fquaflics people with its 
murdering tooth j it feeds upon the bodies of poor travellers, of unfortunate paffengers 
and Jailors. 

The oila are little animals like hares, and ref?mble them in every thing excepting 
the ears and hind-feet. They run, and cannot climb. Their females have a bag under 
their belly, where their young ones enter upon a purfuit, in order to fave themfelves 
along with the mother, who immediately betakes herfclf to flight. 


* The animals of the fouth countries. 


The 
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The filver-coloured foxes* are of the fame fhape with thofe of Europe, a»’wefl as 
the black ones. The black ones are very fcarce, and whoever catches one, is fure to 
fell it for its weight in gold. This fpecies is met with only in the coldeft countries. 

The white bears are a monftrous animal, and extraordinary long; their head has a 
formidable afpeft, and their hair is very large and thick ; they are lo fierce, that they 
will come and attack a Hoop in the fea, with feven or eight men in it. It is laid, that 
they will fwim fix or feven leagues without typing tired. They live upon fifli and Ihell 
upqn the fea-fhore, from whence they fcldom Itragglc far. I never favv but one of 
them in my life-time, which had certainly torn me to pieces if I had not fpied it at a 
diftance, and fo had time to run back for Ihelter.to Fort Lewis at Placentia. 

The flying-fqnirrels are as big as a large rat, and of a greyilh white colour., They 
are as drowly as thofe of the other fpecies are watchful. They are called flying-fquir- 
rels, in regard that they fly from one tree to another, by the means of a certain Ikin 
which flrctches itfelf out in the form of a wing' when they make thofe little flights. 

The white hares are only fuch in winter, for as foon as the fpring comes on, they 
begin to turn greyilh, and by degrees recover the fame colour as our hares have in 
France, which they hold till the end of autumn. 

The SuilTe fquirrels are little animals, refembling little rats. The epithet of Suiffe 
is bellowed upon them, in regard that the hair which covers their body is Itreaked 
with black and white, aud refembles a Suifle’s doublet; and*that thefe breaks make a 
ring on each thigh, which bears a great deal of refemblance to a Suiflfc’s cap. 

The large flags are neither larger nor thicker than thofe we have in Europe ; but 
they are called large in proportion to two other fpecies of harts that frequent the four It¬ 
em countries. The lefTer fort affords the moft delicious meat. 

The fea-wolves, . which fome call fea-calves, are as big as maltiffs. They are ahnoft 
always in the water, or at leaft they never go far from the fca-fide. Thefe animals 
do not walk fo much as they crawl, for when they raile thcmfelves out of the water, 
they only creep upon the fand or clay. Their head has the form of an otter’s head, 
and their feet, which have no legs, refemble thofe of a goofe. The female kind bring 
forth their young ones upon the rocks, or upon fome little iflands, juft by the fea. 
The fea-wolves live upon fifli, and refort to cold countries. There is a prodigious 
number of them about the mouth of the river of St. Lawrence. 

As for the remaining animals of Canada, 1 gave you an account of them in my let¬ 
ters. I will not offer to fhew you what methods the fa vases take to catch or kill all 
thefe animals, for fuch an undertaking would be endlefs. This l can allure you of in 
die general, that they rarely go a hunting to no purpofc, and that they make no ufe 
of their dogs but in the hunting of elks, and fometimes in hunting of beavers, 
ns you (hall fee under the head of the diverfions of hunting and Ihooting among the 
favages. 

A Lift of the Fowl or Birds that frequent the South Countries of Canada . 
Vultures. 

Huards, a river-fowl as big as a goofe. 

Swans, 

Black geefe. 

Black ducks, 


fuch as we have in Europe. 


* The animals or beads of the north countries. 


Plungeons, 
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Coot? 008 * | fuch as we have in Europe. ■ 

Rayles, 

Turkeys. 

Red partridges. 

Pheafants. 

Large eagles. 

Cranes, ^ * 

Blackbirds, > fuch as we have in Europe. 

Thruflies, j 
Wood*pigeons. 

Parrots. 

Swallows ^ as we ^ ave " l Europe.* 

Several forts of birds of prey that are not known in Europe. 

Nightingales unknown in Europe, as well as feveral other little birds of different 
colours, particularly that called oifeau mouche, a very little bird rcfembling a fly} and 
great quantities of pelicans. 


The Birds of the North Countries of Canada . 

Bullards, } c u . • r 

While grt-ele, J fuch « we ta,e E " ro i K - 
Ducks, often or twelve forts. 

Teals. 

Sea-mews. 

Grelans. 

Sterlets. 

Sea-parrots. 

Moyatks. 

Cormorants, 

Heath-cocks, 

Snipes, 

Plungeons, 

Plovers, 

Lapwings, j>fuch as we have in Europe. 

Horns, 

Courbeious, 

The water- 
fowl called 
Chevalier, j 

Bateurs de Faux, a fowl as big as a quail. 

White partridges. 

Large black partridges. 

Reddilh partridges, 

Woodhcns. 

Turtle doves. 

White ortolans, a bird no bigger than a lark. 

VOL. xi n ’ X 7 


Sterlings, 
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Sf] ruch as we have in Europe. 

Vultures. 

Spar-hawks, 

Merlins, 

Swallows, 

Bees de Scie 

A Tabic of the Infcfis that are found in Canada. 

Adders. 

Afps. 

Rattlc-fnakeg. 

Lowing frogs. 

Gnats, or midges. 

Gad-bees. 

Brulots, or burning hand-worms. 

A Defcription of fuch Birds as are not accounted for in my Lett , 

THE huards # are a frcfli-water fowl as big as a goofe, and as dull and heavy 
as an afs. They have black and white feathers, a pointed beak, and a very*(hort 
neck. They only duck or dive in the fummer, for they cannot ufe their wings; and 
in that feafon the favages take the diverfton of furrounding them with feven or eight 
canoes, difperfed here and there, and fo obliging them to dive down, when they offer 
to come up to take breath. The favages have enteitained me feveral times with this 
agreeable amufement, during the couri'e of the voyages l made with them. 

The red partridges’are wild and little, and much different from the red partridge 
we have in Europe, as well as the pheafant, whofe feathers being of a white colour 
with black fpecks, make a very agreeable diverfity. 

The largeft eagles we find in this country are no bigger than fwans. Their head 
and their tail is white, and they have frequent engagements with a fort of vultures, 
that commonly have the better of it. In our voyages we had frequent occafions of 
feeing thefe engagements, which laft as long as the eagle can keep up the force of its 
wings. 

The parrots are met with in the Ilinefc country, and upon the river of Miflifipi. 
They are very fmall, and are the fame with thofe that we bring from Brazil and 
Cayenne. 

That fort of nightingale that I faw is of a peculiar form ; for it is of a Idler fize than 
the European, and of a bluilh colour, and its notes are more diverfified; befides, that 
it lodges in the holes of trees, and four or five of them do commonly keep together 
upon the thickeft trees, and with joint notes warble over their fongs. 

The flylike bird is no bigger than one’s thumb, and the colour of its feathers ft fo 
changeable, that it is hard to fallen any one colour upon it. They appear fometimes 
red, lometimes of a gold colour,' at other times they are blue and red; and properly 
fpeaking, it is only the brightnefs of the fun that makes us infenfible of the change of 
its gold and red colours. Its beak is as iharp as a needle. It flies from flower to 

■ 4 

* The fowl or bird* of the Southern Countrie*. 
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j»like ours in Europe, 
a fort of a duck. 


flower, 
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flower, I&e a bee, and by its fluttering fucks the flowery fap. Sometimes about npon 
it pitches upon the lutle branches of plum-trees or cherry-trees. I have fent fomb 
ofth em dead to France, it being impoffible to keep them alive ; and they were looked 
upon as a great curiofity. 

There are ten or twelve forts of ducks* in this country. Thofe called branchus, 
are the fmalleft indeed, but they are much the prettied. The feathers upon their 
neck look fo bright, by virtue of the variety and livelinefs of their colours, that a 
fur of that nature would be invaluable in Mufcovy or Turkey. They owe the name 
of branchus to their refting upon the branches of trees. There is another fpecies cf 
ducks in this country, that are as black as jackdaws, only their beak and the circle of 
their eyes are red. 

The fea-mews, grelans and fterlets, are fowls that fly inceflantly over fcas, lakes, 
and rivers, in order to catch little filh. Their flelh is good for nothing, befides that, 
they have no fubdance of body, though they feern to be as big as pigeons. 

The fca-parrots bear the name of parrots, upon the account that their beak is of the 
fame form with that of the land parrot. They never quit the fea or the Ihore ; and 
are always flying upon the furface of the water, in quell: of little filh. Their colour is 
black, and their fize is much the fame with that of a pullet. There are great num¬ 
bers of them upon the bank of Newfoundland, and near the coad of the ifland, 
which the fcamen catch with hooks covered with a cod’s roe, and hung over the prow 
of the fit ip. 

The moyacks are a fort of fowl, as big as a goofe, having a Ihort neck, and a 
broad foot; and which is very Itrange, their eggs are half as big again as a fwan’s, 
and yet they are all yolk, and that fo thick, that they mud be diluted with water before 
they can be ufed in pancakes. , 

The white partridges are as big as our red partridges. Their feet are covered with 
fuch a thick down that they referable thofe of a young rabbit. They are only feen in 
the winter time, and fome years they are fcarcc feen at all; though on the other hand, 
in other years they are fo plentiful, that you tnay buy a dozen lor ninepence. This 
is the mod dupid animal in the world ; it fits upon the fnow, and differs itfelf to be 
knocked on the head with a pole, without offering to dir. I am of the opinion, that 
this unaccountable numbnefsis occafioned by its long flight from Greenland to Canada. 
This conje&ure is not altogether groundlefs, for it isobferved, that they never come in 
flocks to Canada, but after the continuance of a north or north-ead wind. 

The black partridges arc truly very pretty. They are bigger than ours ; and their 
beak, together with the circle of the eyes and the feet, are red ; their plumage being 
of a Ihining black colour. Thefe animals are very proud, and feem to have a fenfe of 
their beauty as they walk. They arc but very uncommon, as well as the reddiih 
partridges, which referable quails in their bulk and brilknefs. 

'1 he white ortolans are only met with in winter ; but I am of the opinion, that their 
feathers are naturally ol a white colour, and that they retrieve their natural colour iii 
the places they retire to, when they difappear in Canada. They are indifferent good 
to eat when they'are fat, but that they feldom are. In the winter great quantities of 4 
them are catched about the barns, with nets dretched out upon the draw. 

* The birds of the Northern Countries. 

A Defcription. 
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A Dcfcription of the Infcfts of Canada. 

THE adders of Canada do no harm at all. The afps indeed are very dangerous, 
whenlthe people bathe in the ftagnating water towards the fouth countries. The rattle- 
fnake or founding ferpent is fo called, in regard that at the extremity of its tail it has a 
fort of a cafe, containing certain bones which make fuch a noife when the ferpent 
creeps along, that it is heard thirty paces off. Thefe ferpents betake themfelves to 
flight when they hear the found of men’s feet, and commonly fleep in the fun either 
in green fields, or open woods. They never fling but when they are trod upon. 

The lowing-frogs are fo called with refpeft to their croaking, which founds like the 
lowing of an ox. Thefe frogs are twice as large as thofe wc have in Europe. The 
Canada gad-bees are a fort of flies about twice as big as bees, but of the fame form 
with a common fly. They fling only between noon and three o’clock in the after- 
noon; but then they do it fo violently that they fetch blood. However it is only upon 
certain rivers that they are met with. 

The brulots are a fort of hand-worms, which cleave lo hard to the tkm, that their 
pricking occafions the fame fenfe, as if it were a burning coal, or a fpark of fire. 
Thefe little animals are iraperceivable, though at the, lame time they are pretty 

numerous. 


The Names of the Fijh in the River of St. 

Canada. 


Balenots, or little shales. 

A filh almoft as big as a whale, called 
fouffleur. 

White porpoifes. 

Salmon, fuch as we have in Europe. 

Eels. 

Macrel, as in Europe. 

Herrings. ' 

Gafperots, afmall filh like a herring. 
Eafes. 

Shad-filh. 

Cod-filh. 


Lawrence , from its Mouth to the Lakes of 
da. 

Plaices , 

Smelts. 

Turbots. 

Pikes. 

The gold-coloured filh. 

Roaches. 

Lampreys. 

Merles, or fea-tench. 

Thornbacks. 

Cungars. 

Sea-cows, a kind of porpoifes- 


The Shell Fijh. 

Little lobfters. Cockles. 

Crab-filh. Mufcles. 


The Fijh that are found in the Lakes of Canada , and in the Rivers that fall into them * 

• Sturgeons. Eels. 

The armed filh. Mullets. 

Trouts. Carp. 


White-filh 
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White-fifli. . 

A fort of herrings. 
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Gull-fifh. 

Gudgeons. 


The Fijh found in the River of MiJJifrpu 


Pikes, fuch as we have in Europe. Tench. 

Carps. Perches. 

Dabs, and feveral others that are not known in Europe. 


A.Dcfcription of the Fijh that are not mentioned in the Letters . 

• 

THE balenot * is a fort of a whale, only it is lefs and more fleflty, and does not yield 
oil in proportion to the northern whales. This fUh goes fifty or fixty leagues up the 
river. 

The fouflleurs are much of the fame fize, only they are fhorter and blacker. When 
they mean to take breath after diving, they fquirt out the water through a hole behind 
their head after the fame manner with the whales. Commonly, they doge the {hips in 
the river of St. Lawrence. 

The whitqj>orpoifes are as big as oxen. They always go along with the current; 
and go up with the tide till they come at frefli water, upon which they retire with the 
ebb water. They are a ghaftly fort of animals, and are frequently taken before 
Quebec. 

The gafperots are a ftnall fifli, not unlike a herring. In the fummer time they make 
into the ihore in fuel’ fhoals, that the cod-fifhers take as many of them as ferves for bait 
for that fifhery. Thefe filherinen do likevvife make ufe of herrings, when the feafon 
obliges them to put into the fliore to fpawn. In a word, all the filh that are made ufe 
of for a bait to make the codfilh bite at the hook, are called boete in the fifliermen’s 
dialect. 

The gold-coloured fifh are nice food. They are about fifteen inches long ; their 
feales are yellow, and they are valued very high. 

The fea-cows, which are a fort of porpoifes, arc bigger than the Normandy beeves. 
They have a fort of paws cut like a gooi'e’s foot, their head refembtes that of an otter; 
and their teeth, which are two inches thick, and nine inches long, are reckoned the 
fined, ivory that is. It is faid that they range wide of the fhore, towards fandy and 
marlhy places. 

The lobfters of this river feem to be exa&ly the fame with thofe we have in Europe. 

The cockles are of a piece with thofe we have upon the coaft of France, excepting 
that they are larger, and have a more agreeable taite, though their flefli feems to par*- 
take more of crudity and indigeftion. 

The mufclesof this river are prodigious large, and tafte very well ; but it is next to 
an impoflibilitytocat them without breaking one’s teeth, byreafon of their being Huffed' 
with pearl; I call it pearl, though the name of gravel or fand may be more proper, 
with refpett to its value, for 1 brought to Paris fifty or fixty of the largeft and finefl:, 
which were rated only at a penny a-piece ; notwithfianding that we had broke above 
two thoufand mufclcs to make up that number. 

The lake-fturgeons are commonly five or fix foot long; but I once faw one of ten 
foot, and another of twelve in length. The favages catch them with nets in the 

* Thofe between the mouth of the river and the lake*. 

winter. 
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winter, and grapples ilithe fummcr. It isfaid, they have a certain fort of flelh about thdir 
head, that taftes like beef, mutton, and veal; but I have eat of it fcveral times, andi 
Jigver could obferve any fuch thing j which makes me look upon the allegation as' 
chimerical. 

The filh-in-armour is about three foot and a half long. It is defended by fuch 
ftrong and hard fcales, that it is impoffible for any other fifh to hurt it. Its enemies 
are trouts and roaches, but it is admirably well provided for the repulling of their 
attacks, by virtue of its pointed fnout, which is a foot long, and as hard as its Ikin. 
It eats very well, and its flefh orfublfance is as firm as it is white. 

The lake dabs or landings are not above a foot long', but they are very thick all 
over. They are called barbues in French, which an allulion to a certain fort ofbeards 
that hang down from the fide of their muzzle, and are as 1% as ears of corn. Thofe 
which we find in the river of Miffifipi are of a monflrous fizc. Both the one 
and the other are catched with a hook, as well as with a net; and make very good 
victuals. 

The Miffifipi carps are likewife of an extraordinary fize, and admirably well tailed. 
They are of the fame* form with ours. In the autumn they put in towards the ffiore, 
and are eafily catched with a net. 

The largeft trouts we meet with in the lakes are five foot? and a halPlong, and of 
one foot diameter. Their Belli is red, and they are catched with great hooks made 
faff to pieces of wire. 

The filh catched in the lakes are better than thofe we take at fea, or in the rivers, 
particularly the white filh, which, for goodnefs and nice eating, are far beyond all the 
other fpecies. The favages that live upon the fides of thofe little frelh-water leas 
prefer the broth' of filb, to meat-broth, when they are jndilpofed. This choice they 
ground upon experience ; whereas the French, on the other hand, find that venilon 
broth is at once more fubftantial and reftorative. 

The rivers of Canada are replenuhed with an infinity of other filhes, that are not 
known in Europe. The filh catched in the north country rivers are different from 
thofe of the fouth ; and thofe taken in the Long river, which difembogues into the 
mer of Miffifipi, favour fo rank of mud and clay, that it is impoffible to eat of them ; 
abating for a fort of little trouts that the favages take in the adjacent lakes, which make 
a tolerable mefs. 

The rivers of the Otentafs and the Miffouris produce fuch odd lhaped filhes that 
it is impoffible to deferibe them without they were drawn upon paper. Thefe fillies 
tafte but forrily, and yet the favages love it mightily, which I take to proceed from their 
knowing no better. 


The Trees and Fruits of the South Countries of Canada. 


Red oak 668 * | as vve ^ ave * n Eur0 P c * 
Bitter cherry-trees. 

^.fh-trecs. 

Linden-trees ,} fuch 115 we have in Euro P c * 
Nut-trees of two forts. 

Chefhut-trees. 


Plum-trees. 

Cherry-trees. 

Hazel-trees, fuch as wc have in Europe. 
Vines. 

A fort of citrons. 

Water melons. 

Sweet citruls. 

Wild goofeberries. 


Apple-trees. 



Apple-tret*. 

Pear-trees. 
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Pine-apples. 

Tobacco, fuch as our Spaniih tobacco. 


The Trees and Fruits of the North Countries of Canada. 


White oak. 

Cedar-trees. 

Red oak. 

Afpin-trees. 

Birch-trees. 

White wood. 

Bitter cherry-trees. 

Alder-trees. 

Mapple-trees. 

Maiden-hair. 

Pine-tites. 

Strawberries. 

Epinettes. 

Rafpberries. 

Fir-trees of three forts. 

Goofeberries. 

Perufies. 

Bluets. 


A Defcription of the above-mentioned Trees and Fruits. 

YOU muft remark, that all the wood of Canada is good of its kind. The trees 
that Hand expofed to the north winds are apt to be influenced by the froft, as it appeal* 
from the chops and chinks that it occafions. 

The bitter cherry-tree has a hard and whitifli wood with a grey bark. Some of 
them arc as tali as the loftieft oaks, and as big as a hoglhead. This tree grows ftraight; 
it has an oval leaf, and is made ufc of in beams, rafters, and other carpenter’s work. 

The mapplc-trce is much of the fame height and bulk; but it has a brown bark, 
and the wood'is reddilh. It bears ho refemhlancc to that fort we have in Europe. It 
yields a fap, which has a much pleafanter tafte than the belt lemonade or cherry-water, 
and makes the whollbmeft drink in the world. This liquor is drawn by cutting the 
tree two inches deep in the wood, the cut being run Hoping to the length of ten or 
twelve inches ; at the lower end of this gafh, a knife is thrufl into the tree flopingly, 
fo that the water running along the cut or gafh, as through a gutter, and felling upon 
the knife that lies acrofs the channel, runs out upon the knife, which has veflels placed 
underneath to receive it. Some trees will yield five or fix bottles of this water a dav i 
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no narm to tne tree. Ut Uns lap they make fugar and fyrup, which is fo valuable, 
that there cannot be a better remedy for fortifying the ftomach. It is but few of the 
Inhabitants that have the patience to make mdpple-water; for as common and ufual 
things are always flighted, fo there is fcarce anybody but children that give themfelves 
the trouble of gafliing thofe trees. To conclude, the north country mapples have 
more fap than thofe of the fouth countries; but at the fame time the fap is not fo 
fweet. 

There arc two forts of nut-trees in this country. The one bears round, and the 
other long, nuts ; but neither of them is good for any thing, no more than the' wild 
chefnuts that grow in the Ilinefe country. 

The apples that grow upon fome of their apple-trees eat well when they are coddled, 
but they are good for nothing when they are raw. Upon the Miffifipi, indeed, there 
is a fort of apples that have a talle not unlike that of fome European apples: the pears 
are good, but very fcarce. r 

The 
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The cherries are (mail, and extremely red; and though their tafte is not good, yet 
the roe-bucks like them fo well, that in the fummer-time they fcarce ever irnfs to lie 
under the cherry-trees all night long, cfpecially if it blows hard. 

This country affords three forts of excellent plums, which bear no refemblance to 
ours either in figure or colour. Some are long and fmall, fome are round and thick, 
and fome very little. 

The vines twine round the trees to the very top; and the branches of thofe trees 
are fo covered with grapes, that one would take the grape to be the fruit of the tree. 
In fome countries of North America the grape is little, but very well tailed; but 
towards the Miflifipi it is long and thick, and lo is the duller. There has been fome 
wine preffed from the grapes of that country, which, after long Handing, became as 
fweet as canary, and as black as ink. 

The citrons of North America are fo called only becaufe their form refembles that of 
our citron. Inftcad of a rind, they have only a fingle (kin. They grow upon a plant 
that rifes three feet high, and docs not bear above three or four at a time. This fruit 
is as wholefome as its root is dangerous; for the one is very healthy, and the juice of 
the other is a mortal fubtile poifon. While I (laid at Fort Frontenac, in the year 1684, 
I faw an Iroquefe woman take down this fatal potion, with a delign to follow her dc- 
ceafed hufband; after Hie had taken leave of her friends, and lung the death-fong, 
with the formalities that arc ufual among thefe blind wretches. The poifon quickly 
worked the defired effed ; for this widow', who in Europe would be jultly looked upon 
as a miracle of conltancy and fidelity, had no fooner {wallowed the murdering juice, 
then file fell into two or three (hivering fits, and fo expired. 

The water-melons, called by the Spaniards Algiers melons, are round and thick like 
a ball; fome are red, and fome white; and the kernels, \yhich are very large, arc fome- 
times black, fometimes red; as for their tafte it is exactly the fame with that of the 
Spanilh or Portuguefe melons. 

The citruls of this country are fweet, and of a different nature from thofe of Europe; 
and I am informed, that the American citruls will not grow in Europe. They are as 
big as our melons, and their pulp is as yellow as faffron. Commonly they are baked 
4P ovens, but the better way is to roalt them under the embers as the favages do. 
Their tafte is much the fame with that of the marinelade of apples, only they are 
fwceter. One may eat as much of them as he pleafes, without fearing any diforder 
from them. 

The wild goofeberries are good for nothing but for comfits ; but that fort of comfits 
are feldom made, for fugar is too dear in Canada to be employed for fuch ufes. 


A Defcriplion of the Trees and Fruits of the Northern Countries. 

THE Canada birch-trees are much different from thofe we have in fome provinces 
of France; both for bulk and quality. The favages make canoes of their bark, fome 
of which is red, and fome white; but both are equally proper for that ufe. That 
which has the feweft veins and chaps is the bell; but the red bark makes the fined 
fhow. There are fome little bafkets made of the young birches, that are much efteemed 
in France; and books may be made of them, the leaves of which will be as fine as 
paper. This I can fpeak by experience, for 1 have frequently madg ufe of them for 
want of paper, in writing the journal of my voyages ; nay, I remember I have feen, in 
a certain library in France, a manufeript of the gofpel of St. Matthew, written in Greek 
upon this fort of bark; and which is yet more furprifmg, I was then told, that it had 

been 
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been writtenRbwfeathoufend years; and at the fame time I dare fwear, that it Vas 
the genuine birch-bark of New France, which in all appearance was not then dif> 

covered. ^ 

The pine-trees are very talf, ftrait, and thick; and are made ufe of for mads, which/ 
the King’s pinks do oftentimes transport to France. It is faid, that fomc of thefe trees 
are big enough to ferve for a mail of a firft-rate fliip. 

The Epinette is a fort of a pine, with a fharper and thicker leaf. It is made ufe of in 
carpenters work, and the matter which drains from it, frnells as fweet as intenfe. 

There are three forts of firs in this country, which are fawed into deals by certain 
nulls, that the Quebec merchants have caufed to be built in fome places. 

The Peruffe is the profpereft of all green woods for the building of lhips, upon the 
confideration that it is comparer and has clofer pores, fo that it does not 1‘oak or drink 
in the moifture as much as others. 

Here are two forts of cedar, namely, the white and the red ; but one mud view them 
narrowly before he can diftinguilh them, by reafon that both of them have much the 
fame fort of bark. Thefe trees are low, bufhy, and full of branches and little leaves, 
refembling the tag of a lace. The wood of this tree is almoft as light as cork ; and the 
favages make ufe of it in the wreaths and ribs of their canoes. The red fort looks 
admirably wH!, and may tje made into houfehold goods, which will retain an agreeable 

fmell for ever. ... 

The afps are little flmibs which grow upon the fides of pools or rivers; and in a 
word, in moift and marlhy countries. This wood is the common food of the beavers, 
who, in imitation of the ants, take care to make a collection of it round their huts in the 
autumn, which ferves them forfuftenance when the ice iinprifons them in winter. 

The white wood is a middling fort of a tree, that is neither too big nor too little. It 
is almoft as light as cedar and a? cafily worked upon. The inhabitants of Canada make 
little canoes of it, for filhing and eroding the rivers. 

Maidenhair is as common in the forefts of Canada, as fern is in thofe of France, and 
is efteemed beyond that of other countries \ infomuch, that the inhabitants of Quebec 
prepare great quantities of its fyrup, which they fend to Paris, Nants, Rouan, and fe- 
veral other cities in France. * 

Strawberries and ralberries are wonderfully plentiful in Canada, and taftc extremely 
well. We meet likewife with fome white goofeberries in this country; but they ferve 
for no ufe, unlefs it be to make a fort of vinegar of them, that is very ftrong. 
n The bluets are certain little berries not unlike final 1 cherries, only they are black, 
and perfeftly round. The plant upon which they grow is as big as a ralberry-bulh. 
Thefe berries ferve for feveral ufes, after they are dried in the fun, or in an oven; lor 
then they make confits of them, or put them into pies, or inful'c them in brandy. The 
north country favages make a crop of them in the fununer, which affords them very 
feafonable relief, efpecially when their hunting comes Ihort. 

A Genital View of the Commerce of Canada. 

I COME now to give a brief and general account of the commerce of Canada, which 
I have already touched upon in my letters. The Normans were the firft that' fet up this 
trade, and ufuallvthey fet out from Havre de Grace or Dieppe ; but the Rochcllers 
have now workejRhem out of it, for as much as the Rochcl lhips furnilh the inhabitants 
of the continent with the neceffary commodities. There are likewife fome lhips fent to 
Canada from Bourdeaqx and Bayonne, with wines, brandy, tobacco, and iron. 

The lhips bound from France to that country pay no cuftom for their cargo, whether 
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fo clearing in Frai^ie, tor In their entries at Quebec; abating for f theBrazil tdblico 
which pays fivefolsa pound 5 that is to fay, a rpll of four hundred pound weight pays 
a hundred livres by way of entry, to the office of the farmers general. ~ 

Moft of the Slips go laden to Canada, and return light or empty. Some indeal 
bring home peafe when they are good cheap in the colony, and others take in a cargo 
of plants and boards: others again go to the ifland of Cape Breton, and there take iua 
cargo of pit-coal, which they carry to the iflands of Martinieo or Gaudaloupe, where 
the refining of fugars occafions a great confumption of coals. But thofe mips which 
either belong, or are recommended to the topping merchants of the colony, ait 
freighted with /kins, which turn to a great account. I have feen fome (hips unload at 
Quebec, and then fleer to Placentia, to take in cod-fifii, which they purchafed with ready 
money j but generally fpeaking, there is more loft than got by that way of trading. 
The merchant that has carried .on the greatefl trade in Canada is the Sieur Samuel 
Beraon of Rochel, who has great warehoufes at Quebec, from which the inhabitants of 
the other towns are fupplied with fuch commodities as they want. It is true, there are 
fome merchants at Quebec who are indifferently rich, and fit out {hips upon their own 
bottom, that ply to and again between France and Canada; and thefe merchants have 
their correfpondents at Rochel, who fend out and take in every year the cargoes of. 
their fhips. ‘ * 

There is no difference between the pirates that fcour the teas and the Canada mer¬ 
chants, unlefs it be this, that the former fometimes enrich themfelves all of a fudden by 
a good prize; and that the latter cannot make their fortune without trading for five cr 
fix years, and that without running the hazard of their lives. I have known twenty 
little pedlars that had not above a thoufand crowns flock when I arrived at Quebec, in 
the year 1683, and when I left that place had got to the tune of twelve thoufand 
crowns. It is an unqueftioned truth, that they get fifty per cent, upon all the goods 
they deal in, whether they buy them up upon the arrival of the Blips at Quebec, or 
have them from France, by way of commifiion ; but over and above that, there are 
fome little gaudy trinkets, fuch as ribbands, laces, embroideries, tobacco-boxes, watches, 
and an infinity of other baubles of iron-ware, upon which they get a hundred and fifty 
per cent, all colls clear. # 

In this country ahogfhead of Bourdeaux wine, which contains two hundred and fifty 
bottles, is worth about forty French livres, in time of peace, and fixty in time of war. A 
hogfhead of Nants or Bayonne brandy, will fetch eighty or a hundred livres.''to-the 
taverns a bottle of wine cofts fix French fous, and a bottle of brandy is fold for twenty. 
As for dry commodities, their price rifes and falls upon occafion. Brazil tobacco is 
worth forty fous a pound by way of retail, and thirty-five by wholefale. Sugar will 
fetch at leaft twenty fous a pound, and fometimes twenty-five or thirty. 

The earlieft fhips that come from France, fet out commonly in the latter end of April, 
or the beginning of May; but to my mind, they might fhorten their voyage by one half, 
if they put to fea about the middle of March, and then fweeped along the north coafl of 
the A^prcs iflands; for in thofe feas the fouth and fouth-?||j, winds commonly blow from 
the beginning of April to the end of May. I have mentioned this feveral times to the * 
fnoft expert pilots; but they ftill put me off with the plea, that they dare not fleer that 
courfe for fear of fome rocks: and yet thefe rocks are not to be met with but in their 
Charts. I have read fome deferiprions of the ports, roads, and coafts jf th efe iflands, aid 
ofjhe adjacent feas, done by the Portuguefe, which make no mentiojpf the. {halves that: 
Rr^'Chalked down in all our charts: on the contrary, they affirm that the coafl of thefe 
iflanda is altogether clear, and that for twenty leagues off into tlje main thefe imaginary 
rocks were never met with. 

k. A* 
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As arrive at, Quebec, the merchants of that city* 

their fgsftdra tt' the other towns, load their barks with goods in order to tranfpoiiifi them 
to thefe oiher towns. Such merchants as aft for themfelves at Trois Rivierps,or 
Mbnreal, they come down in perfon to Quebec to market for themfelves, and then put 
their effects on board of barks, to be conveyed home. If they p$y for their goods in: 
{kins, they buy cheaper than if they made their payments in money or letters of exa*. 
change; by reafon that the feller gets confiderably by the (kins when he returns to 
France. Now, you muft take notice, that all thefe fldns are bought up from the inha¬ 
bitants, or from the favages, upon which the merchants are considerable gainers. To 
give you an inftance of this matter; a perfon that lives in the neighbourhood of Quebec 
carries a cjozen of martin’s (kins, five or fix fox’s (kins, and as many {kins of wild cats, 
to a merchant’s houfe, in order to fell them for woollen cloth, linen, arms, ammunition, 
&c. In the truck of thefe {kins the merchant draws a double profit, one upon the 
{'core of his paying no more for the (kins than one-half of what he afterwards fells them 
for in the lump to the fa&ors, for the Rochel fliips j and the other by the exorbitant 
rate he puts upon the goods that the poor planter takes in /exchange for his {kins. If 
this be duly weighed, we will not think it {(range, that thefe merchants have a more 
beneficial trade than a great many other tradefmen in the world. In myfeventh and 
*eightbetters I related the particulars of the commerce of this country, especially that 
which the inhabitants cany on with the favages, who fupply them with the {kins of 
beavers and other animals. So that now it remains only to give you an inventory of 
the goods that are proper for the favages, and of the {kins which they give in exchange, 
together with their neat prices. 


Short and light fufees. 

Powder. 

Ball and cut lead, or fmall {hot. 

Axes, both great and fmall. 

Knives with their (heaths. 

Sword-blades to make darts pf. 

Kettles of all fuses. 

Shoemaker’s awls§ 

FHh-hooks of all fizes. 

Flint {(ones. 

Caps of blue ferge. 

Shirts made of tne common Britany linen. 
Woolfted {lockings (hort and coarfe. 


Brazil tobacco. 

Coarfe white thread for nets. 

Sewing thread of feveral colours. 
Pack-thread. 

Vermillion. 

Needles, both large and final!. 

Venice beads. 

Some iron heads for arrows, but Tew of 
them. 

A fmall quantity of foap. 

A few fabres or cutlaffes. 

Brandy goes off incomparably well. 


The Names of the Skins given in Exchange with their Rates. 

THE fldns of winter beavers, alias Mufcovy beavers, are worth per 
pound, in the farmer-general’s warehoufe, - 
The fldns of fat beavers, the hair of which falls off while the favages 
make ufe of them, per pound, - . . 

Of beavers taken in autumn, per pound, - - 0 - 

Of dry or common Reavers, per pound, - - . 

Offumraer beaversfper pound, • • . 
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The {kin of a white him* is not to -be valued no more than that of 
fox that is quite black, * , 

The fkins of filver-coloured foxes a-piece, - - - 

Of common foxes in good order, - 

Of the common martins, 

Of the prettied fort of martins, - . 

Of red and fmooth otters, .... 

Of the winter and brown otters, or more, ... 
Of the fined black bears, .... 

The Ikins of elks, before they are dreffed, are worth per pound, about 
The (kins of dags are worth per pound, about 

The wild cats, or enfans de diable, a-piece/ ... 

Sea-wolves, a-piece or more, - 

Pole cats and weafels, - - - - 

Mufk rats, ...... 

Their tedicles. 

Wolves, - 

The white elk fkins, i. e. thofe dreffed by the favages, a-picce, 

A dreffed hart’s fkin is worth 

A caribous, ..... 

A roe-buck’s, ..... 
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To conclude, you mud take notice, that thefe fkins are upon fome particular occafions 
dearer than I rate them, but the difference is but very fmall, whether under or over. 


An Account of the Government of Canada in general. 

IN Canada, the politic, civil, ecclefiadical and military goverments,’are all in a manner 
one thing, in regard that the wifed governors have fubje&ed their authority to that of 
the ecclefiadics; and fuch governors as would not embark in that filtered, have found 
their pod fo uneafy that they have been recalled with difgrace. I could jpdance in feveral, 
who for not adhering to the fentiments of the bifhop and the Jefuits, and for refufing to 
lodge their power iif the hands of thefe infallible gentlemen, have .been turned out, and 
treated at court like hot-headed incendiaries. M. de Frontenac was one of this number 
who made fuch an unhappy exit; for he fell out with M. Duchefnau, intendant of that 
country, who finding himfelf prote&ed by the clergy, indudrioufly infulted that illudri- 
ous general, and the general was forced to give way, under the weight of an ecclefiadical 
league, by reafon of the fprings they fet at work againd him, in oppofition to all the 
principles of honour and confcience. 

The governor-generals that mean to negleQ: no opportunity of advancing or enrich¬ 
ing themfelves, do commonly hear two mafles a-day, and are obliged to confefs once 
in four-and-twenty hours. He has always clergymen hanging about him wherever he 
goes, and indeed, properly fpeaking, they are his counfellors. When a governor is 
thus backed by the clergy, the intendants, the under-governors, and the fovereign 
council, dare not ceqfure his conduct, let it be never fo faulty j for the protection of 
the ecclefiadics fhelters him from all the charges that can be laid againdhim. 

Hie governor-general of Quebec has twenty thoufand crowns a-year, including the 
payoffis company of guards, and the particular government of tne fort. Over and 

above 
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above this income,. the faitoersof the beaver-fklns makehim aprefent ofa thoufand 
crowns a-year; his wines, and all his other provifions imported from France, pay no 
freight; not to mention, that by certain ways and means he fucks as much money 
%ut of _the country as all the above-mentioned articles amount to. The intendant has 
* eighteen thoufand livres a-year, but the Lord knows what he makes otherwife. I 
have no mind to touch there, for fear of being ranked among thofe detractors who 1 
fpeak the truth too fmcerely. The bifhop’s incomes are fo fmall, that if the King were 
not graciouily pleafed to add to his bimopric fome other benefices in France, that 
reverend prelate would be reduced to as Ihort commons as a hundred of his character 
are in the kingdom of Naples. The major of Quebec has fix hundred crowns a-year ; 
the governor of Trois Rivieres has a thoufand,' and the governor of Monreal is al¬ 
lowed two thoufand. A captain has a hundred and twenty livres a-month, a lieutenant 
ninety livres; a reformed lieutenant is allowed but forty, and a common foldier’s pay 
is fix fous a*day, of the current money of the country. 

The people repofe a great deal of confidence in the clergy in this country as well as 
elfewhere. Here the outward Ihew of devotion is ftridlly obferved, for the people 
dare not abfent from the great mafies and fermons without a lawful excufe. But after 
all, it is at the time of divine fervice that the married women and maids give their 
humours a full loofe, as being allured that their hufbands and mothers are bufy at 
church. The priefls call people by their names in the pulpit ; they prohibit under the 
pain of excommunication, the reading of romances and plays, as well as the ufe of 
malks, and playing at ombre or lanfquenet. The Jefuits and the Recollets agree as ill 
as the Molinifts and the Janfenifts. The former pretend that the latter have no right 
to confefs. Do but look back to my eighth letter, and there you will fee fome inftances 
of the indifcrect zeal of the ecclefiaflics. 

The governor-general has thfi difpofal of all military polls. He bellows companies, 
lieutenancies, and under-lieutenancies, upon who he pleafes, with His Majefty’s 
gracious approbation ; but he is not allowed to difpofe of particular governorfliips, or 
of the place of a lord lieutenant of a province, or of the major of any town. He is 
empowered to grant to the gentry and the other inhabitants, lands and fertlements all 
over Canada; but thefe grants mull be given in concert with the intendant. He is 
likewife authorized to give five-and-twenty licences a-year to whom he thinks fit, for 
trading with the favage nations of that vaft continent. He is invefted with the power 
of fufpending the execution of fentences againft criminals; and, by virtue of this re¬ 
prieve, can eafily procure them a pardon if he has a mind to favour them. But he 
cannot difpofe of the King’s money without the confent of the intendant, who is the 
only man that can call it out of the hands of the treafurer of the navy. 

The governor-general cannot be without the fervice of the Jefuits, in making 
treaties with the governors of New England and New York, as well as with the Iro- 
quefe. I am at a lofs to know whether thefe good fathers are employed in fuch fer- 
vices upon the fcore of their judicious cgunfels, and their being perfectly well ac¬ 
quainted with the country and the King’s true interefts ; or upon the confidcration of 
their fpeaking fo a miracle, the languages of fo many different nations, whofe interefts 
are quite oppofite ; or out of a fenle ofthat condefeenfion and fubmiffion that is due to 
thefe worthy companions of our Saviour. 

The member? of the fupreme council of Canada, cannot fell or convey their places to 
their heirs, or to any body elfe, without the King’s approbation ; though at the fame 
time their places may be worth not fo much as the place of a lieutenant to a company of 
foot. When they have nice points under their confideration, they ufually confult the 
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priefts or Jefuit&t and tflany caufe comes before them, in which thefe good fathers are 
interested, they are fure not to be call, unlefs ir.be fo very black that the cunningeft 
lawyer cannot give it a plaufible turn. 1 have been informed by feveral perfons, 
the Jefuits drive a great trade in European commodities, and Canada fkins; but 1 catr 
fcarce believe it, or at leaft, if it be fo, they mull have correfpondents and faflors that 
are as clofe and cunning as themfelves; which can never be. 

The gentlemen of that country are obliged to be very cautious in carrying even with 
the ecclefiaftics, in refpeft to the good or harm that the good fathers can indirectly 
throw in their way. The 'bilhop and the Jefuits have fuch an influence over the 
govemors-general, as is fufficient to procure places to the children of the noblemen or 
gentlemen that ari^devoted to their fervice, or to obtain the licences that I fpoke 6f in my 
eighth letter. It is likewife in their power to ferve the daughters of fuch gentlemen, by 
finding them agreeable and rich hufbands. The meaneft curates mull be managed 
cautioufly, for they can either ferve or differve the gentlemen in whofe feignories they * 
are no more than millionaries, there being no fixed cures in Canada, which indeed is a 
grievance that ought to be rcdrcffed. The officers of the army are likewife obliged to 
keep up a good correfpondence with the ecclefiaftics, for without that it is impoifible 
for them to keep their ground. They mult not only take care that their own conduct 
be regular, but likewife look after that of thefoldiers, by preventing the diforders they 
might commit in their quarters. 

Commonly the troops are quartered upon the inhabitants of the cotes, or feignories 
of Canada, from O&ober to May. The mailer of the houfe fumiflies his military 
gueft only with utenfils, and employs him all the while at the rate of ten fous a day, 
befides his vidluals, in the cutting of wood, grubbing up of grounds, rooting out 
flumps, or the threlhing of com in a barn. The captain gets likewife by their work, 
for to make them difcount the half of their pay to him,‘he orders them to come thrice 
a week to exercife their arms at his quarters. Now their habitations being diflant four 
or five arpents from one another, and one cote or feignory being two orfhree leagues 
in front, the foldiers choofe rather to give the captain a fpill, than to walk fo far in 
the fnow and the dirt: and the captain takes it very confcientioufly, upon the plea that 
Volenti non fit injuria. As for fuch foldiers as are good tradcfinen, he is fure of putting 
Ittheir whole pay In his pocket, by virtue of a licence that he gives them to work in the 
towns, or any where elfe. In fine, mod of the officers marry in this country, but 
God knows what fort of marriages they make, in taking girls with a dowry, confiding 
of eleven crowns, a cock, a hen, an ox, a cow, and fometimes a calf. I knew feveral 
young women, whofe lovers, after denying the fad, and proving before the judges 
the fcandalous converfation of their miftreffes, were forced, upon the perfuafion of 
the ecclefiadics, to fwallow the bitter pill, and take the very fame girls in marriage. 
Some officers indeed marry well, but there are few fuch. The occafion of their 
marrying fo readily in that country proceeds from the difficulty of converfing with 
die foft fex. After a man has made four visits to a young woman, he is obliged to 
unfold his mind to her father and mother; ne mud then either talk of marriage, or 
break off all correfpondence; or if he does not, both he and fhe lies under a fcaridal. 
In this country a man cannot vifit another man’s wife, without being cenfured as if her 
hufband was a cuckold. In fine, a man can meet with no diverfion here, but that of 
trading, or eating, or drinking. Though after all, there are fome intrigues carried on 
feb* with the fame caution as in Spain, where the virtue of the ladies confifts only in 
difjuifing the matter handfomely. 

Now, 


*5 
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Now, that l am upon the fubje^. of'auKris^s, ! cah^ot^oit^a^ to acquaint you with 
a comical adventure that happened tp a young captain, who was prefled to many 
againft his will; becaufcall his companions and acquaintance* were already buckled, 
yfhis young officer having made fome vifits to a*counfellor , s daughter, he was defired 
to tell what errand he came upon} and M. de Frontenac himfelf being related to the 
young lady, who is certainly one of the moft accomplifhed ladies of this age, ufed his 
iitmoft efforts to engage the captain to marry her. The captain being equally well 
■* pleafed with a free accefs to the governor’s table, and the company of the lady 
whom he met there not unfrequently ; the captain, I lay, being equally fond of thefe 
two advantages, endeavoured to ward off the defign, by alking fome time to confider 
of it. Accordingly, two months were granted him; and after that # time was expired 
he had ftill a mind to let out his traces, and fo defired two months more, which were 
granted him by the bilhop’s interceffion. When the laft of thefe two was at an end, 
the cavalier began to be appsphenfive that he was in danger of lofing both his good 
cheer and the agreeable company of the lady. However he was obliged to be prefent 
at a treat that Mr. Nelfon (the Engliffi gentleman I fpoke of in my twenty-third letter) 
gave to the two lovers, as well as the governor, the intendant, the bilhop, and fome 
other .perfons of note: and this generous Englifh gentleman having a kinanefs for the 
young lady’s father, and her brethren, upon the fcore of their trading with one another, 
made an offer of a thoufand crowns to be paid on the wedding-day, which, added'to 
a thoufand that the bilhop oflered,and a'thoufand more which 1he had of her own, befides 


feven cr eight thoufand that M. de Frontenac offered' in licences, not to mention the 
certain profpeft of preferment; all thefe items, I fay, made the marriage very advan- 
tageous to the captain. After they had done eating, he was preffed to fign the contraft, 
but made anfwer, that he had drank fome bumpers of heady wine, and his head was 
not clear enough for weighing the conditions of the contract; io that they were forced 
to put off the matter till the next day. Upon this delay he kept his chamber, till 
M. de Frontenac, at whofe table he ufed to eat, fent for him, in order to know his 


mind immediately. Then there was no room Icft.for Ihuflling ; there was a neccffity 
of giving a pomive anfwer to the governor, who fpoke to him in plain and precife 
terms, and at the fame time reminded him of the favour they had {hewn him, in allow* 
ing him fo much time to confider of the propofed marriage. The young officer replied 
very fairly, Thar any man that was capable of marrying after four month’s delibera¬ 
tion, was a fool in buckling too. “ 1 now fee,” fays he, “ what I am; the eager defire 
1 had of going to church with Mademoifelle D-—- has now convinced me of my folly : 
if you have* refpett for the lady, pray do not fuffer her to many a young fpark that 
is fo apt to take up with extravagant and foolifh things. As for my own part, Sir, I 
proteCt fincerely, that the little reafon and free judgment that is left me, will ferve to 
comfort me upon the Iofsof her, and to teach me to repent of having defired to make 
her as unhappy as myfelf.” This difeourfe furprifed the bilhop, the governor, the 
intendant, and in general all the other married officers, who defired no:hing more 
than that he fhouid be caught in the noofe as well as they; fo true it is, that 
Solamen miferis /ados babuijfe doloris. As they were far from expecting any fncfo 
retra&ution, fo the poor reformed captain fuffered for it; for fome time after 
M. de Frontenac did him a piece of injuftice, in bellowing a vacant company over 
his head, upon Madam de Pouchartrain’s nephew, notwithftanding that the court had 
fent orders on his behalf; and this obliged him to go for France along with me, in the 
year 1692. 


To 
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To refume the thread of my difcourfe, you mult know, that the Canadefe or Creoles, 
are a robuft- brawny well-made people; they are ftrong, vigorous, a&ive, brave and 
indefatigable ; in a word, they want nothing but the knowledge of polite letters. They 
are j efumptuotis, and very full of jhemfelves; they value thetnfelvcs beyond all tnfc 
nations of the earth, and, which is to be regretted, they have not that veneration for 
their parents that is due. Their complexion is wonderfully pretty. The women are 
generally handfomc; few of them are brown, but many of them are at once wife and 
lazy. They love luxury to the laft degree, and ftrive to out-do one another in catching 
hufbands in the trap. 

There is an infinity of diforders in Canada that want to be reformed. The firft 
ftep of a true Reformation muff be that of hindering the ecclefiaftics to vifit the 
inhabitants fo often, and to pry with fuch impertinence into the minutclt affairs of the 
family ; for fuch practices are frequently contrary to the good of the fociety, and that 
for reafons that you are not ignorant of. The next thing to be done, is to prohibit 
the officers to flop the foldiers pay, and to enjoin them to discipline their men every 
holy-day, and every Sunday. In the third place, the commodities ought to be rated 
at a reafonable price, fo that the merchant may have his profit, without exacting upon 
the inhabitants and the ravages. A fourth article of reformation, would confifl in prohibit¬ 
ing the exporting from France to Canada, of brocados, gold and filver galloons or rib¬ 
bands, and rich laces. In a fifth place, the governor-general ought not to fell licences for 
trading with the lavages of the great lakes ^ Sixthly, there ought to be fixed courts. In 
the feventh place, they want to have their militia modelled and difeiplined, that, upon 
occafion, they may be as ferviceable as the regular troops. For an eighth article, the 
fetting up manufactories for linen, fluffs, &c. would be very ufeful. But the mod 
important alteration would confift in keeping the governors, the intendants, the fupremc 
council, the bifhops and the Jefuits, from fplitting into" factions, and making clubs one 
againff another; for the confequences of fuch divifions cannot but thwart His Majeffy’s 
fervice, and the peace of the public. Were this but happily effected, that country 
would be as rich again as it is now. . 

I wonder, that inftead of banifhing the Proteftants out of France, who in removing 
to the countries of our enemies, have done fo much damage to the kingdom, by 
carrying their money along with them, and fetting up manufactories in thofe countries; 

I wonder, I fay, that the*court did not think it more proper to tranfport them to Canada. 

I am convinced, that if they had received pofitive affurances of enjoying a liberty of 
confcicnce, a great many of them would have made no fcruple to go thither. Some 
have replied upon this head, that the remedy had been worfe than the difeafe; in regard 
that fome time or other they would not have failed to expel the catholics by the afliftance 
of the Englifh : but 1 reprel'ented to them, that the Greeks and Armenians, who are 
Subject to the grand Seignior, and at the fame time are of a nation and religion that is 
different from that of the Turks; I reprel'ented, I fay, that thefe diffenting fubjeCts 
did Scarce ever implore the aid of foreign powers, in order to rebel and fhake off the 
yoke. In fine, we have more reafon to believe, that if the Huguenots had been 
trrnfported to Canada, they had never departed from the fealty they owed to their 
natural Sovereign. But let that be as it will, I do but fpeak as that king of Arragon 
did, who boafted, tha ! if God had deigned to confult him, he could have given him 
feafonuhlc advice with reference to the Symmetry and the.courfes of the ftars ; for, in 
like maru.er I do affirm, that if the council of ftate had followed my Scheme, in the 
ft>ace of thirty or forty years, New France would have become a finer and more 
flourishing kingdom than Several others in Europe. 

A Difcour/t 
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A Dtfcojtrfe of the Interejl of the French , and of the Englijh , in North America 

gJNCE New France and New England* fubfift only upon the cod filhery and the 
fur trade, it is the intereft of thefe two colonies to enlarge the number of the fljips 
‘employed in the filhery, and to encourage the favages to hunt and llioot beavers, by 
fumilhing them with what arms and ammunition they have occafion for. It is well 
Ijnown, that there is a great confumption of cod-filh in the fouthern countries of Europe, 
and that few commodities meet with a better and readier market, efpecially if they are 
good and well cured. 

Thofe who alledge that the deftru&ion of the Iroqucfe would promote the intereft 
of the colonies of New France, are ftrangers to the true intereft of that country; for 
if that were once accomplilhedj the favages, who are now the French allies, would 
turn their greateft enemies, as being then rid of their other fears. They would not 
fail to call m the Englilh, by reafon that their commodities are at once cheaper and 
more efteemed than ours’ ; and by that means the whole commerce of that wide country 
would be wrefted out of our hands. 

I conclude therefore, that it is the intereft of the French to weaken the Iroquefe, 
but not to fee them entirely defeated. I own, that at this day they are too ftrong, 
infomuch that they cut the ahroats of the favages, our allies, everyday. They have 
nothing lefs in view than to cut off all the nations they know, let their fituation be 
never fo remote from their country. It is our bufinefs to reduce them to one half of 
the power they are now poffeffed of, if it were poflible ; but we do not §0 the right 
way to work. Above thefe thirty years their ancient counfellors have ftill re- 
monftrated to the warriors of the five nations, that it was expedient to cut off all the 
favage nations of Canada, in order .to ruin the commerce of theFrench, and after that to 
diflodge them of the continent. With this view they have carried the war above four 
or five hundred leagues off their country, after the deftroying of fevcral different na¬ 
tions in feveral places, as I (hewed you before. 

It would be no difficult matter for the French to draw the Iroquefe over to their fide, 
to keep them from plaguing the French allies, and at the fame time to engrofs all the 
commerce with the five Iroquefe natiohs, that is now in the hands of the Englilh in 
New York. This might be eafily put in execution, provided the King would allow ten 
thoufand crowns a-year for that end. The method of effc&ing it is this : in the 
firft place, the barks that were formerly made ufe of about Fort Frontenac, muft be 
rebuilt, in order to convey to the rivers of the Tfonontouans and the Onontagues, 
fuch commodities as are proper for them, and to fell them for the prime coll in France. 
Now this would put the King to the charge of about ten thoufand crowns for freight; 
and I am perfuaded, that upon that foot the Iroquefe would not be fuch fools as to 
carry fo much as one beaver to the Englilh colonies, and that for four reafons. The 
firft is, that whereas they muft tranfport them fixty or eighty leagues upon their backs 
to New York, they have not above feven or eight leagues travelling from their own 
villages to the banks of the lake of Frontenac. For a fecund reafon, it is manifeft 
that the Englilh cannot poffibly let them have their commodities fo cheap, without 
being confiderable lofers, and that thereupon every merchant would drop that fort of 
trade. The third is drawn from the difficulty of having fubfiftence upon the road 
between the Iroquefe villages and New,York; for the Iroquefe go thither in great 
bodies, for fear of being furprized; and I acquainted you before federal times, that 
there is no veniion in that fide of the country. The fourth reafon is this, in marching 
* - vol. xm, 3 B . fo 
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fo far from th$ir villages, they exppfe their wives^, their children, and their fuperan* 
nuated men, for a prey to their enemies, who upon that occafion may either kill them 
or carry them off j and of this we have two inftances already. Over and above the 
cheapnefs of our commodities, it would like wife be requifite that we made them pre- 
fents every year, and at the fame time entreated them not to difturb the repofe of our 
coUfederate favages, who are fuch fools as to wage war one with another, hiftead of 
entering into a joint league in oppofiticn to the Iroquefe, the molt redoubted of their 
enemies, and thofe whom they have molt reafon to fear. In a word, if we wouhl 
manage our affairs with the Iroquefe to the bell advantage, we ought to put in execu¬ 
tion that projcfl: that I mentioned in my twenty-third letter. 

To alledge that thefe barbarians have a dependance upon the Englifli^ is a foolilh 
plea ; for they are fo far from owning any dependance, that w hen they go to*New 
York toIruck their fkins, they have the confidence to put rates upon the goods they 
have occafion for, when the merchants offer to raife their price. I have intimated 
already feveral times that their refpeft for the Englifli is racked to the occafion they 
have to make ufe of them ; that this is the only motive which Induces them to treat the 
Englifli as their brethren, and their friends; and that if the French would fill them 
the neceffaries of life, as well as arms and ammunition, at cafier rat .s, they would not 
make many journies to the Englifli colonies. This is a confidcraiion that ought to be 
chiefly in our view; for if we minded it to the pur pole, they would be cautious of 
infulting our favage confederates, as well as ourfelves. The govemors-general of 
Canada would do well to employ the fenfible men of the country that are acquainted 
with our confederates, in prefling them to live in a good correlpondence with one ano¬ 
ther, without waging war among themfelves ; for molt: of the (oni hern nations worm 
out one another infenfiblv, which affords matter of joy to the Iroquefe. Now, it 
were an eafy matter to prevent this fatal mouldering, by threatening to give them no 
further fuppliesof commodities in their villages. To this precaution, we ought to add 
that of endeavouring to engage two or three nations to live together ; the Outaouas, 
for inftance, with the Hurons; the Sakis with the Pouteouatamis alias Puants. It 
all thofe nations who are embarked in a confederacy with us, would but agree one with 
another, and put up their quarrels, they would give themfelves w holly to the hunting 
of beavers, which would tend to the enlarging of our commerce ; and befides, they 
would be in a condition of making one joint body, when the Iroquefe offered to attack 
either one or the other. 

It is the intereft of the Englifli to perfuade thefe nations that the French have nothing 
lefs in view than to deftroy them as loon as they meet with an opportunity; that the 
growing populoufncfs of Canada is a fufficient ground of alarm, that they ought to 
avoid all commerce with the French, for fear of being betrayed in any way whatfoever; 
that to hinder the repairing of Fort Frontenac, and the rebuilding of barks for that lake, 
is to them a thing of the lad importance, by reafon that the French might in four-and- 
twenty hours make a defeent from thence to their villages, and carry off their ancient 
tnen, their women, and their children, at a time when the warriors might be engaged 
in the hunting of beavers; that they would promote their own interelt by waging war 
with the French from time to time, by ravaging the feignories and fettlements m th <5 
upper part of the country, in order to oblige the inhabitants to abdicate the colony, and to 
difeourage thofe who would othefwife remove out of France, and fettle in Canada; and 
in fine, that in time of peace it would be very proper to flop the coureurs de bois at the 
catara&s of the Outaouas river, and to feize the arms and ammunition that they carry to 
the favages upon the lakes, . . * 

Farmer, 
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Farther, if the Englilh would purfue their meafures to the heft advantage, they ought 
to engage 'the Tfonontouans or the Goyoguans to go and fettle upon the banks of the 
lajke Errie, near the mouth of the river of Conde j and at the fame time they ought to 
build a fort there, with fome long barks or brigantines: for this is the molt convenient 
and advantageous port of all that country, and that for an infinity of reafons whiejp am 
obliged to conceal. Befides this fort, they fhould build' another at the mouth of the 
River*' des Francois; and then it ^ould be abfolulely impoflible for the coureurs de 
bois to reach the lakes. 

They ought likewife to engage the favages of Acadia in their intereft; which they 
may do with little charge. The planters of New England fhould mind this, as well 
as the fortifying of the ports in which they fifh their cod. As for the fitting out 
of fleets to deftroy the colony, I would not advife the Englilh to give themfelves that 
trouble; for fuppofing they were alfured of luccefs, it is but fome places that can be 
reckoned worth the while. 

To conclude, I muft.fay the Englifh in thefe colonies are too carelefs and lazy; the 
French coureurs de bois are much readier for enterprizes, and the Canadelb are certainly 
more vigilant and more active. It behoves the inhabitants of New York to enlarge their 
fur trade by well concerted enterprizes ; and thofe of New England, to render the cod 
fifhing more beneficial to the colony, by* taking fuch meafures as many other people 
would, if they were as advantageoufiy feated. I do not intend to fpeak of the limits of 
New France and New England, for they were never well adjufted; though indeed it 
would foem that in feveral treaties of peace between thefe two kingdoms, the boundaries 
were in a manner marked out in fome places. Whatever is in that matter, the decifion 
of it is too nice a point for one that cannot open his mind without pulling an old houfc 
upon his head. 


A TABLE EXPLAINING SOME TERMS. 


A 

ASTROLABE is a mathematical inftrument that 
can fcarce be ufed in the ocean hy tea foil of the 
waves. There are two forts of them. The firft 
are made til'e of by Eatt-India malLrs, at a time 
when the fea is as fmooili as the face of a looking- 
glafs. '1 his fort is ferviceable in taking the 
height of the fun, by the means of txvo little pins, 
which are bored ft) as to have two dioptnek per¬ 
forations, that ferve to conduit the rajs of light 
to that luminary. The latter are fuch as the 
mathematicians commonly make ufe of for aftro- 
romical obfervations, and are furnifhed with 
azimuths, almucantaras, loxodromick tables, and 
the conccntrick and excentrick tables of the 
fphere. 

B 

Bank of Newfoundland, or bank in general, is a tiling 
ground in the fea, which fttoots like a hat beyond 
the other brims. The bank of Newfoundland 
has thirty or forty fathom water, and is paved 
with cod-fifh.# 


Bafw, is a head of ftagnating water, not unlike a 
pool or lake. 

Boutcux fignifies little nets belagged to the end of a 
Hick. The iilhermen make ufe of them to catch 
filh upon a Tandy ground, and efpecially eels, upon 
the fide of St. Laurence river. > 

Bouts de Quivret are nets not unlike boutcux, which 
ferve for the fame ufe. 

Broiling ground fignifies the weighing anchor and 
putting to fea. 

Bngentine, a fmall vcfTcl of one deck, built of light 
wood, which plies both with oars and fails. It is 
equally fharp at prow and poop, and is built for 4 
quick failer. 

C 

Calumet in general fignifies a pipe, being a Norman 
word, derived from chalumeau. The lavages do 
not underltand this word, for it was introduced to 
Canada by the Normans when they firft fettled 
there ; and nas Kill continued in ufe amongft the 
French planters. The calumet or pipe is called 

a 2 in 
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m the Iroquefe language ganondaoe, and by the 
Other fmge nations poagan. 

Canadefe or Canadians, are the natives of Canada, 
iprung from a French father and mother. In 
theiflands of South America, the natives born of 
■Bh parents are called Creoles. 
Cafl^tPefpada, a Gafcogne title which the people 
of that province gave in former times by way of 
irony to the members of the fupreme council of 
Canada, becaufe the iirit counfellors wore neither 
robe nor fword, but walked very gravely, with a 
cane in their hands, both in the city of Quebec, 
and in the hall. 

Cajjfa tete, figniiies a club, or a head-breaker: the 
lavages call it a (Tati ouitick, oultick Ggnifying the 
head, andaflan to break. 

Channel is a fpacc of pretty deep water, between two 
banks, or between two Ihores Commonly the 
channels are inclofed by flats, and for that reafon 
buoys or mails are fixed upon them, in order to 
dircdl the pilots, who deer either by thefe marks, 
or by founding, for they would run the rifque of 
loofing their (hips, if they did not keep cxadlly 
to the channel. 

Coaft along, fee Sweep. 

Compaft of Variation. It is larger than the or¬ 
dinary compaftes, and ferves to point out the 
inequal motions of the needle, whch leans always 
to the north-eaft in the other hemifpherc, whereas 
it ftill plies to the north-weft iu this, 1 mean on 
this fide the equinoctial line. The needle 
touched with the loadftone departs from the true 
north a certain number of degrees to the right and 
left; and mariners compute the degrees of its 
departure by the means of an alhidada, and a 
thread which divides the glafs of the compafs into 
two equal parts, and fo (hews the variation of the 
needle at lunfct, that being the true proper time 
for making the obfervation ; for at iun-rifing, 
and at noon, one may be deceived by refrac¬ 
tions, &c. 

joureurt de Coii, i. e. Fore!! Rangers, are French 
or Canadefe, fo called from employing their 
whole life in the rough exercife of t ran (porting 
merchandize goods to the lakes of Canada, and 
to all the other countries of that continent, in 
order to trade with the favages; and in regard 
that they run in canoes a thoufand leagues up the 
country, notwithilauding the danger of the fea 
and enemies, I take it, they fhould rather be 
called coureurs de rifques, thau coureurs de Lois. 


Eddy, or boiling water, is little watery mountains 
that rife at the foot of water-falls or cataracts, 
juft as we fee the water plays in the cifterns of 
water-works. 

Edge of a bank, is the ihclving part of it that runs 
deep like a wall. 


Fathom, among the French is the meafareoffix feet. 
Fea ,9 of Union,, a term ufed by the Iroquefe to fig- 
nify the renewing of the alliance between the five 
Iroqucfe nations. 

Flats, are a ridge of rocks running under water from 
one itatiou to another, and riling within five or 
fix foot at lead of the furfacc of rhat^element, 
loAas to lundcr (hips, harks, See. to float upon 
them. . 

Freight, (ignifics in this book the cargo, though in 
other cafes it iignifics likewife the hire or fare. 
Furl the Sailt, fignifies the drawing tjiem up to a 
heap towards the topmall, not long ways as we 
do the curtains of a bed, but from below up¬ 
wards. Tin's is done by two ropes, that draw up 
the fail as a firing does a purfe. 

• H 

Head Pars are two round pieces of wood, reaching 
on each fide from one end of a canoe to the 
other. Thefe are the fupporters of the canoe, for 
the riba and fpats are made fall upon them. 

. K 

Keel of a (hip, is along piece of the ftrongefl wood, 
or at lead fevcral pieces joined together, to bear 
the great weight of alt the other timber. 

Kitchi Okima, is the general name for the governor- 
general of Canada among all the favages, whofc 
languages approach to that of the Algoiikins. 
Kitchi Signifies great, and Okima, captain. The 
lroquefc-and Iiuruus call the governor-general 
Onnoniio. 

L 

Latitude. Every body knows that it imports the 
elevation of the pole, or the dillancc from a fixed 
point of the equator. 

Land carriage figniiies the tranfporting of canoes by 
laud from the foot to the head ot a catarad, or 
from one river to another. 

Light Ships are fuch as are empty without any cargo 
Pa 

Poop i.i the ihrn or after-part of the (hip, in which 
the rudder is fixed. 

Precipice of a bank, fee Edge. 

Prow is the head or fore-part of a (hip, which cuts 
, the water fird. 

<L. 

Charter. Though the word quarter in a maritime 
fenfeis not well explained, J put the meaning of it 
to be this. The north quarter comprehends the 
fpace that lies between noith-wed and north-eaft. 
The eaft quarter runs from north-end to fouth-eaft. 
The fouth quarter comprehends that part of the 
heavens that (alls between fouth-eaft and fouth-weft: 
and the wed quarter extends from fouth-weft to 
north-weft. 

f Befitting 
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R 

Refitting ofafhip, fignifies the repairing and drdCng 
of it, andputting.it into a condition to fail, by putting 
in new planks, caulking the fear's, &c. 

Rihs of a Canoe, are much like thofe of a pink, 
only there is this difference, that they line the canoe 
only on theinfide from one head-bar to another, upon 
which they are inchafed. They have the thicknefs 
of three crowns, and the breadth of four inches. 

Ruche, an inftrument for fifliing reihmbliug a bee¬ 
hive. 

S 

Scurvy, is a corruption of the rnafs of blood. 
There arc two forts of it; one called the land 
feurvy, which loads a man with infirmities that gra¬ 
dually bring him to his grave j the other is the fea 
feurvy, which infallibly kills a man in eight days 
uulcfs he gets aihorc. 

Shieve, i. e. row the'wrong way, in order to aflift 
the ilccrfman to tteer the boat, and to keep the boat 
in the channel. 

Shoot. To ihoot a water-fall or cataraft, implies 
the running a boat down thefc dangerous precipices, 
following the it ream of the water, and lteeriug very 
nicely. 

Sledges are a conveniency for travelling, built in an 
oblong quadrangular form, upon two pieces of wood, 
which arc four feet long, and fix feet broad; upon 
the wood there are fcveral pieces of cloth or hide 
nailed to keep the wind off. Tbefe two pieces of 
wood are very hard, and well fmoothed, that they 
may Hide the better on fnowor ice.' Such are the 
boric fledges. But thofe drawn by dogs arc open, 
and made of two little pieces of hard, fnwoth, and 
Shining wood,.which aiehali an inch thick, five feet 
lung, and a foot and a half broad. 
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Spars, arc little pieces of cedar wood, of the thfek- 
nefs of a crown, and the breadth of three inches, 
and as long as they can be made. They do the 
famefervice to a canoe, that a good lining doe* to a 
coat. 

Stand in for Land, fignifies to fail dirMH&owards 
it. ^ 

Stterajhip, imports the managing of a (hip by the 
means of a rudder, (as we do a horfe with a bridle) 
when there is wind enough to work her; but if 
there be no wind, a (hip is more unmoveable than a 
gouty peifon in an elbow-chair. 

Sim a tide or the current of a river, i. e. to fail 
agaiull the current, or to (leer for the place from 
whence the tides or currents come. 

Strike, to itrike the fails or flag fignifies the lower¬ 
ing ol them, whether it be to fubmit to an enemy, 
or by reafon of high winds. 

Sweep a coalt, fignifies to fail along the coaft fide 
at a rcafouable difiancc. 

T 

7 " op-gallant-mafis are two little mads fet upon the 
two top-maUs, and have two fails fitted for them. 

Top fade are two fails fitted for the two top mads, 
which Hand diredtly above the two great malls. 

Traverfe. To traverfe fignifies failing zigzag, or 
from fide to fide as a drunken man reels, when the 
wind is contrary, for then they are obliged to tack 
fometimes to the right and fometimes to the left, 
keeping as near to the wind as they can, in order to 
make what way they can, or at leail to prevent their 
lofing ground. * 

Tree of Peace, a fymbolick metaphor for peace 
itfclf. 
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TRAVELS INTO NORTH AMERICA; 

CONTAINING 

ITS NATURAL HISTORY, AND A CIRCUMSTANTIAL ACCOUNT OF ITff 
PLANTATIONS AND AGRICULTURE IN GENERAL, 

WITH THE ' 

Civil, Ecckfmjlical, and Commercialfate of the Country, the Manners of the Inhabitants , ami fcveral 
curious and important Remarks on various Subjects. 

BY PETER KALM, 

Profcffor of Oeconomy in the Univerfity of Mo in Swedifli Finland, and Member of the Swedifli 

Royal Academy of Sciences. 


Transited into Englifn by John Reinhold Forster, F. A. S. 


THE PREFACE. 

P ROFESSOR KALM’s Travels through North America, were originally written 
in the Swedifli language, but foon after tranflated into German by the two 
Murray’s, both of whom are Swedes, and one a pupil of I)r. Linnasus, from which 
we may conclude that this tranflation correfponds exactly with the original. 

Baron Sten Charles Bielkc, Vice-prefident of the Court of Jufticc in Finland, was 
the firft who made a propofal to the Royal Academy of Sciences at Stockholm, to 
end an able man to the northern parts of Siberia and Iceland, as places which are 
jartly under the fame latitude with Sweden, and to make there l'uch obfervations and 
tolleftions of feeds and plants, as would improve the Swedifli hulbandry, gardening, 
nanufaftures, arts and feiences. Dr. Linmeus found the propofal juft, but he 
bought that a journey through North America would be yet of a more extenfive 
itility, than that through the before-mentioned countries; for the plants of Ame- 
•ica were then little known, and not fcientifically deferibed; and by fcveral trials, 
t feemed probable that the greateft part of the North American plants would 
>ear very well the Swedifli winters; and what was more important, a great many 
American plants promifed to be very ufcful in hufbandry and phyfic. 

Thus far this journey was a mere fcheme; but as Captain Triewald, a man well 
mown for his abilities in England, gave his Obfervations on the Cultivation of Silk 
in a feries of Memoirs to the Royal Academy of Sciences, and mentioned therein a 
land of mulberry-tree, which was difeovered by Dr. Linnmus, and which bore the 

* From the Second Edition, London (772, * vols. 8vo. 

rigour* 
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rigours of the Swedilh climate as well as a fir or pine tree; this drcumftanee revived 
the propofal of fuch a journey in the year 1745. Count Teffin, a nobleman of 
eftablifliod merit both i^ the political and learned world, becoming prefident of the 
Royal Academy, it was unanimoufly agreed upon to fend Profeffor Kalm to North 
America. The expences were at firft a great obftacle ; but the Royal Acadefllt wrote 
to the three univerfities to aflift them in this great and ufeful undertaking. 3 obo fent 
firft her fmall contribution, Lund had nothing to fpare, but Upfala made up this de¬ 
ficiency bv a liberal contribution. 

Count Piper was entreated to give a family exhibition to Mr. Kalm, which he 
readily proinifed ; but as the academy had obtained from the convocation of the 
university of Upfala and the magiftrates of Stockholm, another exhibition of the 
family*of Helmsficld for Mr. Kalm, Count Piper refufed to grant his exhibition, as 
being contrary to the ftatutes of the univerfity and without any precedent, that one 
perfon fliould enjoy two exhibitions. The prefent King of Sweden being then Prince 
Royal, fucceffor to the throne, and chancellor of the univerfity, wrote to the convoca¬ 
tion, and cx prefled'his willies to have from the treafury of the univerfity for fo ufeful 
a purpofe, about onethoufand plates, or about one hundred and fifty pounds fterling. 
The univerfity complied gencroufly with the defirc of her chancellor, and gave orders 
that the money fliould be paid to the Royal Academy. The board for promoting 
manufactures gave three-hundred plates, or about forty-five pounds. Mr. Kahn fpent 
in this journey his falarv, and befides very near one hundred and thirty pounds of his 
own fortune; fo that at his return he found himfclf obliged to live upon a very fmall 
pittance. I he reft of the expences the academy made up from her own fund. 

We on purpofe have given this detail from Mr. Kahn’s long preface, to (hew the 
reader with what public ipirit this journey has been fupporred in a country where mo¬ 
ney is fo fcarce. and what a patriotic and laudable ardour for the promotion of fcicnces 
in general, and cfpecially of natural hiftory and hufhandry, animates the univerfities, 
the public boards, and even the* private perfons, in this cold climate, which goes fo 
far, 1 hat they chui'e rather to fpend their own private fortunes, than to give up fo^bene¬ 
ficial and ufeful a fcheme. We have the fame inftance in Dr. Haffdquift, who with a 
fickly and confumptivc conftitution, went to Alia Minor, Egypt, and Paleftine, and 
collected fuch great riches in new plants and animals, that Dr. Linnaeus’s fyftern would 
never have contained fo many fpecies, had he not made ufe of thele treafures, which 
the Oueen of Sweden generouily bought, by paying the debts of Dr. Haflfelquift, who 
died in his attempt to promote natural hiftorv. The reverend Mr. Ofbeck, in his voy- 
a<rc to China, made an infinite number of ufeful and interefting observations at the 
expence of *1iis whole falary, and publilhcd them by the contributions of his parilh. 
The reverend Mr. Toreen died by the fatigues of the fame voyage, and left his letters 
publifhed along with Olbeck, as a monument of his fine genius, and fpiric for pro¬ 
moting natural hiilory. We here look upon the expences as trifling, but they are not 
fo in Sweden, and therefore are certainly the belt monuments to the honour of the 
nation and the great Linnaeus, who in rclpect to natural hiftory is the primum mobile 
of that country. 

Profclfor Kalm having obtained leave of bis Maj’fly to be abfent from his poft as 
profeffor, and having got a paffport, and recommendations to the feveral Svvedifh 
minifters at the courts of London, Paris, Madrid, and at the Hague, in order to ob¬ 
tain paffports for him in their refpedlive dates, fet out from Upfala, the 16th of 
Oftober 1747, accompanied by Lars Yungftroem, a gardener well (killed in the 
knowledge of plants and mechanics, and who had at the fame time a good hand for* 

drawing 
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drawing, whom he took into his fervipe. Hethenfet fail from Gother&urgh,ih« 
nth of December, but a violent hurricane obliged the fhip he was in to take ihek^lrv* 
in the harbour of Grcemftad in Norway, from which place he made excurfionstb 
Arendal and Chriftianfand. He went again to fea February the 8th, 1748, and ar¬ 
rived a||bondon the 17th of the fame month. He Haiti in England till Auguft 15th, 
in which interval of time he made excurfions to Woodford in Efl'ex, to "Little Gad- 
defden in Hertfordfhirc, where William Ellis, a man known by his publication^,in 
hufbandry, lived, but whofc practical hufbandry Mr. Kahn found not to be equal to the 
theory laid down in his writings; he likewife faw Ivinghoe in Buckinghamshire, Eton, 
and feveral other places, and all the curiofities and gardens in and about London : at 
laft he went on board a fhip, and traverfed the ocean to Philadelphia in Penfylvania, 
which was formerly called New Sweden, where he arrived September the 26th. The 
reft of that year he employed in collecting feeds of trees and plants, and fending them 
up to Sweden ; and in feveral excurfions in the environs of Philadelphia. The winter 
he paffed among his countrymen at Raccoon in New Jcrfcy. The next year, 1 749, 
Mr. Kalm went through New Jerfey and New York, along the river Hud Ion, to Al¬ 
bany, and from thence, after having eroded the lakes of St. George and Champlain, 
to Montreal and Quebec, he returned that very year, again!! winter, to Philadelphia, 
and fent a new cargo of feeds, plants, and curiofities to Sweden. I11 the year 1750, 
Mr. Kalm faw the weftera parts qf Penfylvania and the coa'f o! New Jerfey; Yung- 
ftroem ftaid in the former province all the fummer for the collection of feeds ; and 
Profeffor Kalm in the mean time pafied New York and the Blue Mountains, went to 
Albany, then along the river Mohawk to the Iroquele nations, where lie got acquainted 
with the Mohawks, Oneidas, Tulkaroras, Onandagas, and Kayugaws. He then 
viewed and navigated the great lake Ontario, and fawthe celebrated fall at Niagara. 

In his return from his fummer expedition, he croffcd the‘Blue Mountains in a different 
place, and in October again reached Philadelphia. 

In 175 r, he went at Newcaftle on board a (hip •for England, and after a paflage, 
fubjeCt to many dangers in the moft dreadful hurricanes, he arrived March the 27th, 
in the Thames, and two days after in London. He took paflage for Gothenburglr 
May the 5th, and was the 16th of the fame month at the place of his deltination, and * 
line 13th of June he again arrived at Stockholm, after having been on this ufeful expe¬ 
dition three years and eight months. He has fince aflumed the profeflbrfhip at Aobo, 
where, in a i’mall garden of his own, he cultivates many hundreds of American plants, 

. as there is not yet a public botanical garden for the ufe of the univerfity ; and he with 
great expectation wilhes to fee what plants will bear the climate, and bear good and 
ripe feeds fo far north. He publiflied the account of his journey by intervals, for want 
of encouragement, and fearing the expsnees of publiihing at once, in a country where 
few bookfellers are found, and where the author does very often embrace the bufmefs 
of bookfeller, in order to reimburfe hiinfelf for the expences of his publication. A 
paflage crofs the Atlantic ocean is a new thing to the Swedes, who are little ufed to it, 
unlefs they go in the few Eaft India (hips of their country. Every thing therefore was 
new to Mr. Kalm, and he omitted no circumftance unobferved which are repeated in 
all the navigators from the earlier times down to our own age. It would be a kind of 
injuftice to the public, to give all this at large to the reader. All that part deferibing 
England and its curiofities and hufbandry we omitted. The particulars of the paflage 
from England to Penfylvania we abridged : no circumftance interefting to. natural ha* 
tpry or to any other partof literature has^een omitted. From his arrival atP^ladelphia . 
we give the original at large, except where we omitted fometrifliflgtjrcumftances, 

7 ■ viz* - 
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•;*P3(^l«n^ the art of making apple-dumplings, and feme mtfte of 
$eTame nature, which ftruck that Swedifli gentleman with their novelty; 

My , Kahn makes ufe of ,ihe Swedifli meafure ; its foot is to the Englilh fbol^Sts 
1134*0 1350. For his meteorological obfervations he employed the thermometer <of 
PrpfeSor Celfius, generally made ufe of in Sweden, and his was of CeHius^t«rsi 
making; the interval from the point of freezing to the point of boiling, water, is 
equajjy divided in this thermometer into one hundred parts. In the names of plants, 
we have chiefly employed after his directions the Linntean names, in the laft edition of 
his Spec. Plantarum , and Syjlema Nature, vol. ii. But as his deferiptions of animals, 
plants, and minerals are very fliorr, he promifes to give them at large fome time hence 
Latin work. 

'e gives you his obfervations as they occurred day after 4 day, which makes him a 
ful relater, notwithftanding it takes away all elegance of ftyle, and often occaftons 
to make very fudden tranfitions from fubje&s very foreign to one another, 
t laft he arms himfelf with a very noble indifference againft the criticifm of feveral 
»le, founded on the great aim he had in view by his performance, which was 
afs than public utility. This he looks upon as the true reward of his pains and 
nces. 

he map, and drawings of the American birds and animals were not in the orig inal , 
:opied from original drawings, and real.birds and animals from North America. 
r e find it neceffary here to mention, that as many articles in Mr. Kalm’s travels 
ired illuftrations, the publilher has taken the liberty to join here and there fome 
s, which are marked at the end with F. The other notes not thus marked were 
ly communicated by the publilber’s friends. 


PETER KALM’S TRAVELS. 

A UGUST the 5th, 1748, I with my fervant Lars Yungftrcsm (who joined to his 
abilities as gardener, a tolerable Ikill in mechanics and drawing) went at Gravef- 
end on board the Mary gaily, Captain Lawfon, bound for Philadelphia ; and though 
it was fo late as fix o'clock in the afternoon, we weighed anchor and failed a good way 
down the Thames before we again came to anchor. 

Aug. 6th. . Very early in the morning we refumed our voyage, and after a few 
hours failing we came to the mouth of the Thames, where we turned into the channel 
and foiled along the Kentilh coaft, which confifts of fteep and almoft perpendicular 
chalk hills, covered at the top with fome foil and a fine verdure, and including ftrata 
of flints, as it frequently is found in this kind of chalk hills in the reft of England ; and 
We were delighted in viewing ont hem excellent com fields, covered for the greateft „ 
part with wheat, then ripening. > ” 

Af fix o’clock at night, we arrived at Deal, a-little well known town, fituate at the 
entrance of a bay expofed to the fouthem and eafterly winds. Here commonly, the 
outward-bound fhipsprovide themfdves with greens, frefli vi&uals, brandy, and many 
njore'iarticles, trade, a filhery, and in the laft war the equipping of privateers. 
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the tide was dojy I few numbers of fifiiermen referring to jftfe- 
fendyJhallow places, where they find round fniall eminences caufed by the 'mtoisipiit*- 
of the log worms, or fea worms, (lumbrici marini Linn.) yho live in thediwes residing 
to thefe hillocks, fometimes eighteen inches deep, and they are then dug out with a 
finall-three-tacked, iron fork, and ufed as baits. 

- Aug. 5 th, At three o’clock we tided down the channel, paffed Dover, and faw 
■ plainly the opinion of the celebrated Camden in his Britannia confirmed, that Jiere 
England had been formerly joined to France and Flanders by an ifthmus. Both 
lhores form here two oppofite points $ and both are formed of the fame chalk hills, 
which have the fame configuration, fo that a perfon acquainted with the Euglifh courts 
and approaching thofe of Picardy afterwards, without knowing them to be fueji, would 
Certainly take them to be theEnglifh ones,* 

Aug. 9th—12th. We tided and alternately failed down the channel, and parted 
Dungenefs, Fairlight, the lfle of Wight, Portfmouth, the peninfula of Portland and 
Bolthead, a point behind which Plymouth lies ; during all which time we hud very 
little wind. 

Aug. 13th. Towards night we got out of the Englilh channel into the Bay of 
Bifcay., 

Aug. 14th. We had contrary wind, and this increafed the rolling of the (hip, for 
it is generally remarked that the Bay of Bifcay has the gveateft and broadeft waves, 
which are of equal fize of thofe between America and Europe ; they arc commonly 
half an Englifh mile in length, and have a height proportionable to it. The Baltic and 
the German ocean has on the contrary fhort and broken waves. 

Whenever an animal is killed on board the fhip, the Tailors commonly hang fpjne 
frefh pieces of meat for a while into the fea ; and it is faid, it then keeps belter. 

Aug. 15th. The fame fwell of the fea Hill continued, but the waves began to 
fmooth, and a foam fwimming on them was faid to forebode in calm weather a con¬ 
tinuance of the fame for feme days. 

About noon a north-eafterly breeze fprung up, and in the afternoon it blew more, 
and this gave us a fine fpectacle ; for the great waves rolled the water in great flieets, 
in one dire&ion, and the north-eafterly wind curled the furface of thofe waves quite in 
another. By the beating and dafhing of the waves againft one another, with a more 
than ordinary violence, we could, fee that we parted a current, whofe direction the 
captain could not determine. 

Aug. 16th—21 ft. The fame favourable breeze continued to our great comfort and 
amazement, for the captain obferved that it was very uncommon to meet with an eaft- 
erly or north-eafterly wind between Europe and the Azores (which the failors call the 
Weftern Iflands) for more titan two days together; for the more common wind is here 
a wefterly one; but beyond the Azores they find a great variety of winds, efpecially 
about this time of the year; nor do the wefterly winds continue long beyond thefe 
ifles ; and to this it is owing, that when navigators have parted the Azores, they think 
they have performed one-half of the voyage, although in reality it be but one-third 
‘part. Thefe ifles come feldom in fight j for the navigators keep off them, on account 
of the dangerous rocks under water furrounding them. Upon obfervation and cOm- 
parifon of the journal, we found that -we were in forty-three degrees twenty-four 
minutes north latitude, and thirty and a half degrees weft longitude from London. 


* The fame opinion hat been confirmed by Mr. Buflbn in hit Hift. Natofejk. <, 
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^««£it.nooh $$laffwr^vii^ tiihstt in tweatjr-lbur frcweE^yi 
nay^ a |pilt^-weft wind j and vpdri thy ieliq|i^(ing into the feaTons of his ft) 4 " 
wijil certainty. He pointed at fome clouds in the fouth-weft, whofe poin 
Wirdsnorth-eaft, and faid they were occafioned by a wind from the oppqfite <juaiet(t. 
At this time I was told we were about half way to Penfylvania. $ h ; “ ■ 

Aug. 43d. About feven o’clock in the morning the expefted fouth-weft wind 
fprflng up, and foon accelerated our coitrfe fo much that we went at the rate of eight 
knots an hour. 

Aug. 44th. The wind Ihifted and was in our teeth. We were tdld by fome of the 
' crew to expe£t a little ftorm, the higher clouds being very thin and ftriped and fcat- 
tered about the Iky like parcels of combed wool, or fo many ikains of yarn, which they 
faid forbodc a ftorm. Thefe ftriped clouds ran north-weft and fouth-eaft, in the#dt - 
reel:ion of the wind we then had. Towards night the wind abated and we had a per¬ 
fect calm, which is a fign of a change of wind. 

Aug. 25th and 26th. A weft wind fprung up and grew ftronger and ftronger, fo 
that at laft the waves wafhed our deck. j 

Aug. 47th. In the morning we got a better wind, which went through various 
points of the compafs, and brought on a ftorm from north-eaft, towards night. 

Our captain told me an obfervation founded on long experience, viz. that though 
the winds changed frequently in the Atlantic ocean, efpecially in fummer time, the 
'mod frequent, however, was the weftern ; and this accounts for the pafiage from Ame¬ 
rica to Europe commonly being fhorter than that from Europe to America. Befides 
this, the winds in the Atlantic during fummer are frequently partial, fo that a ftorm 
may rage on one part of it, and within a few miles of the place little or no ftorm at all 
may be felt. In winter the winds are more conftant, extenfive, and violent; fo that 
the fame wind reigns on the greater part of the ocean for a good while, and caufes 
greater waves than in fummer. 

Aug. 30th. As I had obferved the night before fome ftrong flafhes of lightening 
without any fubfequent clap of thunder, I enquired of our captain, whether he could 
afiign any reafons for it. He told me thefe phenomena were pretty common, and the 
^confequence of a preceding heat in the atmofphere; but that when lightenings were 
obferved in winter, prudent navigators were ufed to reef their fails, as they'are by this 
fign certain of an impendent ftorm; and fo likewife in that feafon, a cloud riling .from 
the north-weft is an infallible forerunner of a great tempeft. 

Sept. 7th* As we had the firft day of the month contrary wind, on the fecond it 
fhiftea to the north, was again contrary the third, and fair the fourth and fol¬ 
lowing days. The fifth we were in forty degrees, three minutes, north latitude, and 
between fifty-three and fifty-four degrees weft longitude from London. 

Befides the common waves rolling with the wind, we met on the fourth and fifth 
Jnftant with waves coming from fouth-weft, which the captain gave as a mark of a 
former ftorm from that quarter in this neighbourhood. 

' Sept. 8th. Wc crofted by a moderate wind, a fea with the higheft waves we mel on 
the whole pafiage, attributed by the captain to the divifion between the great ocean aftd 
tile inner American gulf} and foon after we met with waves greatly inferior to thofe 
we obferved before. 

Sept. 9th, In the afternoon we remarked that in fome places the colour of the fea 
(which had been hitherto of a deep blue) was changed into a paler hue; fome of thefe 
l{yots werebpurfQU' ftripes of twelve or fourteen fathoms breadth, of a pale green colour,* < 
which is fuppofed to be caufed by {he fand, or, as fome lay, by the weeds under water * 

3 c a Sept, 
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2 th. WefVfasrebecalmed thatday, and as w^'in tWs frtuati^^ 
fufpe&ed to be a Spanfth privateer, otfe fear was very great; bat 
t after our arrival at Philadelphia, the fame Ihte arrive, and heard t 


ftfetedays after our arrival at Philadelphia, the fame fhijp arrive, and heard that they 
feeing us, had been under the fame apprehenfions with ourfelves. - . . ? 

Sepbxgth. Captain Lawfon, who kept his bed for the greater part of the voyage, 
on account of an indifpofition, affured us yefterday we were in all appearance very near 
jtaherica: but as the mate was of a different opinion, and as the failors could fee np 
land from the head of the mart, nor find ground by the lead, we fleered on dire&ly to*. 
Wards the land. * About three o’clock in the morning, the captain gave orders to heaye 
the lead, and we found but ten fathom; the fecond mate himfelf took the lead, and 


called out ten aud fourteen fathoms;' but a moment after the fhip (truck on<he fand, 
and this (hock was followed by four other very violent ones. The conftcrnation was 
incredible, and very juftly might it be fo; for there were above eighty perfons on 
board, and the fhip had but one boat: but happily our (hip got off again, after having 
been turned. At day-break, which followed loon after, (for the accident happened half 
an hour pall four) we faw the continent of America within a Swedilh mile before us; 
thecoaft was whitifh, low, and higher up covered with firs. We found out, that the 
fend we (truck on, lay oppofite Arcadia, in Maryland, in thirty-feven degrees, fifty 
minutes, north latitude. 

. We coafted the fhores of Maryland all the day, but not*being able to reach Cape 
Hinlopen, where we intended to take a pilot on board, we cruized all night before the 
bay of Delaware. The darknefs of the night made us expedt a rain, but we found that 
only a copious fall of dew enfued, which made our coats quite wet, and the pages of a 
book, accidentally left open on the deck, were in half an hour’s time after fun-fetting 
likewife wet, and-we were told by the captain and the failors, that both in England and 
America a copious dew was commonly followed by a hoi and lultry day. 

Sept. 14th. We faw land on our larboard in the weft, which appeared to be low, 
white, fandy, and higher up the country covered with firs. Cape Hinlopen is a head 
of land running into the fea from the weftern (bore, and has a village on if. The 
eaftem fhore belongs here to New Jerfey, and the weftern to Penfylvania'. The bay 
of Delaware has many fands, and from four to eleven fathom water. 

The fine woods of oak, hiccory, and firs, covering both (hores, made a fine appear¬ 
ance, and were partly employed in (hip-building at Philadelphia; for which purpofe 
svery year fome Englifh captains take a paifage in autumn to this town, and (uperin- 
tend the building of new (hips during winter, with which they go to fea next fpring: 
rad at this time it was more ufual than common, as the French and Spanilh privateers 
lad taken many Englifh merchant (hips. / 

A lirtle after noon we reached the mouth of Delaware river,-which is here about 


three Englifh tniles broad, but decreafes gradually fo much, that it is fcarcely a mile 
broad at Philadelphia. 

Here we were delighted in feeing now and then between the woods fome farm-houfes, 
furrounded with corn-fields, paftures well flocked with cattle, and meadows covered ;' 
with fine hay; and more than one fenfe was agreeably affe&ed, when the wind brought': 
to us the fineft effluvia of odoriferous plants and flowers, or that of the frelh made 
hay: thefe agreeable fenfations and the fine feeuery of nature on this continent, fo 
new to us, continued till it grew quite dark. j 

I will return to fea, and give the reader a (hort view of the variqus iiccuij^ces 
beterghje to natural hiftofy, during our croffirig the’ ocean, 


feeds (Fucus Iiim.) we Taw,: 


and 17th, a kind wi 
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fimilarity r t< a hunch of bnid&stied together 1 ; ithcfe bunches wereof tR# the 

fifi^apd i$a^hitecolour. Near , the coaft of America, within the 
September the nth, we metlikewife with feveral fea-weeds, one fpeciesof which '&& 
called by the failors rock-weed; another kind looked like a firing of pearls, and too* 
ther was white, about a foot long, narrow, every where equally wide and cuite^ftrait. 
From Auguft the 24th to September the nth, we faw no other weeds but thofe com- 
monly going under the name of gulf-weed, becaufe they are fuppofed to come from the 
Gulf of Florida; others call it Sargazo, and Dr. Linnteus, fucus natans. Its fialk is 
very (lender, rotundato-angulated, and of a dark green; it has mafly branches, and 
each of them has numerous leaves difpofed in a row ; they are extremely thin, are fer- 
rated, and are a line or a line and a half wide, fo that they bear a great refemblance to 
the leaves of Iceland mofs, their colour is a yellowifli green. Its fruit, in a great mea» 
fure, refembles unripe juniper berries, is round, greenilh yellow, almoft fmooth on the 
dutfide, and grows under the leaves on Ihort footftalks of two or three lines length j 
under each leaf are frpm one to three berries, but I never have feen them exceed that 
number. Some berries were final!, and when cut were quite hollow, and confifted ol 
a thin peel only, which is calculated to communicate their buoyancy to the whole plant. 
The leaves grow in proportion narrower, as they approach the extremities of the 
branches: their upper fidcs are ftnooth, the ribs are on the under fides, and there 
like wife appear fmall roots’of two, three, or four lines length. I was told by our 
mate, that gulf-weed, dried and pounded, was given in America to women in child* 
bed, and befides this, it is alfo ufed there in fevers. The whole ocean is as if it were 
covered with this weed, and it mutt alfo be in immenfe quantities in the Gulf of Florida, 
from whence all this driving on the ocean is faid to come. Several little (hells, pointed 
like horns, and efeharse or horn-wracks are. frequently found on it: and feldom is there 
one bundle of this plant to be nlet with, which does not contain either a minute ihrimp 
pr a fmall crab, the latter of which is the cancer minutus of Dr. Linnaeus. Of thefe I 


cclic&cd eight, and of the former three, all which I put in a glafswith water: the little 
ihrimp moved as fwift as an arrow round the glafs, but fometimes its motion was (low, 
and fometimes it flood dill on one fide, or at the bottom of the glafs. If one of the 
little crabs approached, it was feized by its fore paw's, killed and fucked; for which 
reafon they were careful to avoid their fate. It was quite of the (hape of a (hrimp y in 
fwiratning it moved always on one fide, the fides and the tail moving alternately. It 
w.jjj> capable of putting its fore paws entirely into its mouth; its antenna were in con¬ 
tinual motion. Having left thefe little fhrimps together with the crabs during night, 
1 found in the morning all the crabs killed and eaten by the fhrimps. The former 
moved when alive with incredible fwiftnefs in the water. Sometimes, when they were 
qtfite at the bottom obthe glafs, with a motion fomething like to that of a puceron or 
podura of Linnaus, they came in a moment to the furface of the water. In fwira- 
mihg they moved all their feet very clofe, fometimes they held them down as other 
dribs do, fometimes they lay on their backs, but as foon as the motion of their feet 
ceafed, they always funk to the bottom. The remaining fhrimps I preferred in fpiritsi, 
and the lofs of jpy little crabs was foon repaired by other fpecitnens which are fe 
plentiful in each of the floating bundles of gulf-weed. For a more minute deferipttan 
of which I mufit refer the reader to another work I intend to publifh. In fame places 
we faw a crab of the fize of the lift, fwimming by the continual motion of its feet, 
which being ,at reft, the animal began immediately to fink. And one time I met 
wkh a great ^pd crawfilh or lobfter, t oating on the furface of the lea. 

Blubbers, or medufse Lhm., we found of three kinds; the (irit is the medufa aurita 
. v v,. aTv- • jll -• ^ *•. , Lina. } 
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Linn.} it & TOu^j^purple-coloured, openslikeabag, arid kvjt rTT Tift iff % jrgirii jmr 
white tinge ; Theirfize varies from one inch diameter to fix inchest they 1 haye sm 
ri&ftling 2nd bunting quality, which other blubbers have, fuch for inftance as ace^oti the 
costft of Norway, and in the ocean. Thefe we met chiefly in the channel, and in the 
BayofBifcay. 

After having eroded more than half of the ocean between Europe and America, we 
tnet with a kind of blubber, which is known tofailors by the name of the Spanifh or 
Portugueze man of war; it looks like a great bladder* or the lungs of a quadruped, 
comprefled on both fides, about fix inches in diameter, of a fine purple-red colour, and 
when touched by the naked Ikin of the human body, it caufes a greater burning than 
any other kind of blubber. They are often overturned by the rolling of the waves, 
but they are again Handing up in an inftant, and keep the Iharp or narrow fide uppermoft. 

Within the American gulf we faw not only thefe Spanilh men of war, but another 
kind too, for which the failors had no other name but that of a blubber. It was of the 
fize of a pewter plate, brown in the middle, with a pale margin, yvhich was in continual 
motion. 


Of the lepas anatifera Linn. I faw on the 30th of Auguft a log of wood, which 
floated on the ocean, quite covered. Of infers I law in the channel, when we were in 
figftt of the Ifle of Wight, feveral white butterflies, very like to the Papilio Braflica: Linn. 
They never fettled ; and by their venturing at fo great a dilfttnce from land they caufed 
us juft aftonilhment. 

Some common flies were in our cabbin alive during the whole voyage, and it cannot 
therefore be determined whether they were originally in America, or whether they 
came over with the Europeans. 

Of cetaceous filh we met with porpeffes, or as fome failors call them, fea-hogs* 
(delphinus phocaena Linn.) firft in the channel, and then they continued every where 
on this fide the Azores, where they are the only fifh navigators met with; but beyond 
thefe Hies they are feldom feen, till again in the neighbourhood of America we faw them 
equally frequent to the very mouth of Delaware river. They always appeared,, in 
Steals, foiqe of which confifted of upwards of an hundred individuals} their fwimming 
was very fwift, and though they often fwam along fide of our fhip, being taken as it 
were with the noife caufed by the fliip cutting the waves, they however foon outwent 
her, when they were tired with ftaring at her. They are from four to eight feet long, 
have a bill like in Ihape to that of a goofe, a white belly, and leap up into the air fre¬ 
quently four feet high, and from four to eight feet in length j though their fnormg 
indicates the effort which a leap of that nature coils them. Our failors made many 
vain attempts to ftrike one of them with the harp iron from the forecaftle, when they 
caste within reach, but their velocity always eluded their Ikill. 

. Another cetaceous filh, of the dolphin kind t, with which we met, is called by the 


• The n»me of porpefle it certainly derived from the name Porcopefce, given to this genu* by the Ita¬ 
lians | and it is remarkable that almoit all the European nations confpired in calling them fea-hogs, their 
name ..being in German tneer fchwcin 1 the Danilh, Swedilh, and Norvegian, maifuin, from whence the 
French borrowed their marfouiu. The natives of Iceland rail them fuinbuaU. e. a fwine-whale, and fi» 
likewife the Slavonian nations have their Swinia Morflcaya. Whether this confent arifeg from their rooting 
the fand at the bottom of the fea in queft of fand-cels and fea-worms like fwinc, or from the vail Q uantit y 
Af lard furrounding their bodies, is uncertain. F. 

>• f Mr. K>atm is certainly miftaken in reckoning the bottle-nofe amongft the Dolphin kfod t it hit no 
ttfthin its mouth as nil the fiih of that chda have, and therefore belongs to the firft order of the. whales, or 
Utah that are without teeth. See Mr. Pennant’s Britifh Zoology, voh iii. p. 43,, where it. ft called the beak- 
M wfaftf' and very well deferibedi n drawing i» fceuintbe explanatory table, n. L Jtarfclpi hwould not 
hriapiopcr to sail it Boston aropullau. ?♦_,;•/ , 

• V- " ' V :■■■ *' ' • Atfkwi 
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t great fh©als,haB>* head like a bottle, 
fometimes eaten. * Thefe fifh are very large, and fome fully t 
lon^|“t%e!r fiiap& and manner of tumbling and fwimming, make them nearly 
to porpeffes. They are to be met with every where in the ocean from the ch; 
the very neighbourhood of America. 

One whale we faw at a diftance, and knew it by the water whiUh it fpouted up. 

A dog-fifh of a confiderable fize followed the {hip for a little while, but it was fopn 
oat of fight, without our being able to determine to which fpecies it belonged: this wap 
the only cartilaginous fifh we faw on the whole paffage. 

Of the honey fifh, we faw feveral beyond the Azores, but never one on this fide of 
thofe ifles; one of them was of a large fize, and we faw it at a diftance; the failors 
called it an albecor, and it is Dr. Linnaeus’s fcomber thynnus. 

The dolphin of the Englifh is the dorado of the Portuguefe, and Dr. Linnaeus calls 
It coryphasna hippuris; it is about two feet and a half long, near the head fix inches, 
deep, and three inches broad ; from the head the dolphin decreafes on all fides towards 
the tail, where its perpendicular depth is one inch and a half, and its breadth hardly one 
inch. The colour of the back near the head is a fine green on a filver ground, but near 
the tail of a deep blue; the belly is white, and fometimes mixed with a deep yellow, on 
the fides it has fome round pale brown fpots. It has fix and not feven fins as was 
imagined; two of them are on the breaft, two on the belly, one at the tail extending to 
the anus, and one along the whole back, which is of a fine blue: when the fifh is juft: ■ 
taken the extremities of the moft oktward rays in the tail were eight inches, one from, 
another. Their motion when they fwatn behind, or along fide of the fhip, was very flow, 
and gave a fair opportunity to hit them with the harpoon, though foine are taken with a 
hook and line, and a bait of chicken bowels, finall fifh, or pieces of his own fpecies, or 
the flying fifh, which latter are their chief food: and it is by their chafing them, that 
the flying fifh leave their element to find fhelter in one to which they are ft rangers. 
The dolphins fometimes leap a fathom out of the water, and love to fwim about cafks 
and logs of wood, that fometimes drive in the fca. They are eaten with thick butter, 
wherf boiled, and fometimes fried, and afford a palatable food, but rather fo^newhat dry. 
In the bellies of the fifh of this fpecies which we caught, feveral animals were found, 
viz. an oftracion: a little fifh with blue eyes, which was yet alive, being juft the mo¬ 
ment before i'wauowed, and meafuring two inches in length; another little fifh; :a 
curious marine infe&, and a flying filh, all which not yet being damaged by digeftion, 

I preferved in fpirits. 

The flying fifh (exocoetus volitans Linn.) are always feen in great fhoals, fame- 
times of an hundred or more getting at once out of the water, being purfued by greater 
fifh, and chiefly by dolphins; they rife about a yard, and even a fathom above the 
iifater in their flight, but this latter height they only are at, when they take their flight. 
from the top of a wave; and fometimes, it is faid, they fall on the deck of fliips. The 
greateft diftance they fly is a good mufket fliot,, and this they perform in lefs than half 
ft minute’s time; their motion is foraevvhat like that of the yellow-hammer, (Embetfea 
Citrinella Linn-) It is very remarkable that I found the courfe they took always to he 
againft the wind, and though I was contradi&ed by the failors, who affirmed that they 
went at any direction, I neverthelefs was confirmed in my opinion by a careful obferva- 
taon during the whole voyage, according to which they fly conftantly either dire&ly 
agaihft the w'md, or fomewhat in an oblique dire&ion*. 

' # • In Mr. Pennant’s Britiih Zoology; yoL Hi. p. »8a«, is thf beft account of this filh to be met with t and » 
in hit Britiih Zoology, illuflrated by plates and brief expknatibnsi itpkte xiiv., a good and exaA drawing 
etf.thefifij, the upper figure reprefcatingitiu front, the lower fide ways. F. 

■ W# ' 
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-- r r&~ ‘‘ Ae fifh eaHjsd Bohefcft,: (Scomber Pelamys Linn Jthey 

v nfe jaiftoakyAtinting ■ tome fraallerfilh, which chafe opfed a noife iiktf t^thi6pf a 
eafcade, becaufe they were all fwimming clofe in a body : but they always kebt but of 
the teach of our harpoons. . .' ; ;-s.k 

n an ‘^ S5 °T replies?- we met twice with a turtle, one of which was 

fleffphgj the other Aram without taking notice of our fliip: both were of two feet 
diameter. r 

fiirds are pretty frequently feen on the ocean, though aquatic birds are more com* 
tnon than land birds. 

_ ^e P etre l (Procellaria Pclagica Linn.) was our companion from the channel to the 
imrsa of America.. Flocks ot this bird were always about our Ihip, chiefly in Jthat part 
of the fea, which being cut by the Ihip, forms a 1‘mooth furface, where they frequently 
feern to fettle, though always on the wing. They pick up or examine every thing that 
falls accidentally from the ihip, or is thrown over-board : little fifh feem to be their chief 
food; m day-time they are filent, in the dark, clamorous; they are reputed to forebode 
a^ftorm, for which reafon the failors difliking their company, complimented them with 
. e J ? at ? e w hches; but they are as frequent in fair weather, without a ftorm follow- 
aig their appearance. To me it appeared as if they ftaid fometimes half an hour and 
longer under the waves, and the failors allured me they did. They look like fwallows, 
and like them, they Ikitn fometimes on the water. * 

The Shearwater (Procellaria Puffinus Linn.) is another fea-bird, which we faw every 
where on our voyage, from the channel to the American coalls; it has much the appear¬ 
ance and fize of the dark gray fea-gull, or of a duck; it has a brown back, and com¬ 
monly a white ring round its neck, and a peculiar flow way of flying. We plainly faw 
fome of thefe birds feed on fifh. 

The lropic Bird (Phaeton asthereus Linn.) has very'much the fliape of a gull, but 
two very long feathers, which it'has in its tail, diftinguilh it enough from any other 
bird; its flight is often exceedingly high: the firft of .this kind we met was at about 
forty degrees north latitude and forty-nine or fifty degrees of weft longitude from London* 

Comn am,Gulls (Larus canus Linn.) we faw, when we were oppofite the Land’s £nd,| 
the.moft wefterly cape of England, and when, according to our reckoifxftg, we w<ar 
oppofite Ireland. 

1 ems (Sterna hirundo Linn.) though of a fomewhat darker colour than the commo: 
ones, we found after the forty-firft degree of north latitude and forty-feventh degre 
welt longitude from London, very plentifully, and fometimes in flocks of fome hundreds 
fometimes they fettled, as if tired, on our fhip. 

, l ^ e American gulph we difeovered a fea-bird at a little diftance from th 
flup, which the failors called a Sea-hen. 

i kand-birds are now and then feen at fea, and fometimes at a good chance from an 
land, fo that it is often difficult to account for their appearance in fo un&\nmon a place 
Auguit the 18th, we faw a bird which fettled on out 1 Ihip, and was piyeftly like th 
great titmoufe, (Parus major Linn.) upon an attempt to catch it, itwit behind th 
tails, and could never be caught. 

« obferved fome land-birds flying about our Ihip, which we took jfo. 

Sma Martins (Hirundo riparia Linn.) fometimes they fettled on, our Ihip, or on : the 
L W r re °* ? grcyito brown colour on their back, their breaft white, 
tttt^iewhat furcated j a heavy fliower of rain drove them afterwardsaway* 
fl ? ttere ? ***?«• theittp, swdfote^mesftteieled^ 
feveraUim^itappt^hed.v,, windows,aa^lt'wtewillfogto 
taite wetter there. Thefe cafes happened about fatty degrees of xforth latitude and 
■; . f :V ' r between 
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betw^/^^*fes , !fn' ; 'J«^: forty-nine degrees weft fortjgitude from London, ^Rstfygfo 
al^Mwenty degrees longitude,or more than nine hundred and twenty lea mii^pfean' 
any femfwhaifoever. < . 

Sept. 10th. Within the American gulph a large bird, which we took for an owl,;; 
and likewife a little bird, fettled on our fails. 

Sept. lath. A wood-pecker fettled on our rigging: its back was of a fpeckled 
grey, and it feemed extremely fatigued, And another land-bird of the pafferine claisj 
. endeavoured to take fhelter and reft on our fliip. 

Before I entirely take leave of the fea I will communicate my obfervations on two 
curious phenomena. , - 

In the channel and in the ocean we faw, at night-time, fparks of fire, as if flowing 
on the water, efpecially where it was agitated, fomctimesone fingle fpark fwatn for the 
fpace of more than one minute on the ocean before it vanilhed. The failors obferved. 
them commonly to appear during and after a ftorm from the north, and that often the 
fea is as if it were full of fire, and that fome fuch lhining fparks would likewife (tick to 
the mails and fails. 

Sometimes this light had not the appearance of fparks, but looked rather like the 
phol'phorefcence of putrid wood. 

The Thames water which made our provifion of freih water, is reputed to be the 
beft of any. It not only fettled in the oak calks it is kept in, but becomes in a little 
time {linking, when flopped up; however, this naufeous finell it foon Jofes, after being 
filled into large ftone jugs, and expofed to the open freih air for two or three hours 
together. Often the vapours arifing from a calk which has been kept clofe and flopped 
up for a great while take fire, if a candle is held near them when the calk is opened; 
and the Thames water is thought to have more of this quality than any other; though 
I was told that, this even happened with any other water in the fame circumftances. 

Now I can refume my narrative; and therefore obferve, that we afterwards failed on 
the river with a fair wind, pretty late at night. In the dawn of the evening we paffed 
fy Newcaftle, a little town on the weftem fliorc of the river Delaware. It was already 
fo dark that we could hardly know it, but by the light which appeared through fome: 
of the windovdt The Dutch are faid to have been the firft: founders of this ^place, 
which is therefore reckoned the moil, ancient in the country, even more ancient than. 
Philadelphia. But its triidc can by no means be compared with the Philadelphia trade, 
though its fituation has more advantages in feveral refpefts; one of which is, that the 
river feldom freezes before it, and confequently ihips- can come in and go out at any 
time. But near Philadelphia it is almoft every winter covered with ice, fo that naviga- 
lidn is interrupted for fome weeks together. But the country about Philadelphia and 
farther up, being highly cultivated, and the people bringing all their goods to that 
place:, Newcaftle mull always be inferior to it. 

I mentioned that the Dutch laid the foundations of this town. This happened at 
the.time when this country was as yet fubjeft to Sweden. But the Dutch crept in,; * 
and intended by degrees to difpoflefs the Swedes, as a people who had taken pofleffion 
of their property. They fuccccded in their attempt, for the Swedes not being able to 
bear with this encroachment, came to a war in which the Dutch got the better. But • 
they did, not enjoy the fruits of their victory long; for a few years after, the Engliili 
came and deprived them of their acquifuion, and have ever fince continued in the 
undifturbed poflefljon of the country. Somewhat later at night we call anchor, the 
pilot not viehtunn^ to up the river in,the dark, feveral lands being in 

the-way,-''’ . ,.V ^ 

voi. Ttm. 3 d . Sept. 
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Vfiylge up tfie river. " The country was inhabit®! altnoft every Wh^on tsip-'fides. 
'phefarra-hoUfes were however pretty far afunder. About eight o’clock in the mqming 
wefailedbythe little town of Chefter, on the weftern fide of the river. Ih this i^» 9 
©ur inate, who was bom in Philadelphia, (Hewed me the places which the Swedes (till 
inhabit. . - ^ • 

At laft we arrived in Philadelphia about ten o’clock in the morning. We had not 
been more than fix weeks, or (to (peak more accurately)'not quite forty-one days on 
our voyage from Gravefend to this place, including the time we fpent at Deal, in fup- 
plying ourfelves with the neceffary frefh provifions, &c.; our voyage was therefore 
: reckoned one of the (horteft, for it is common in winter-time to be fourteen or more 
Weeks in coming from Gravefend to Philadelphia. Hardly any body ever had a more 

5 >leafant voyage over this great ocean than we had; Captain Lavvfon affirmed this 
everai times, nay, he allured us he had never feen fuch calm weather in this ocean, 
though he had croffed it very often. The wind was generally fo favourable that a 
boat of a middling fize might have failed in perfect fafety. The fea never went over 
our cabin, and but once over the deck, and that was only in a ftvell. The weather 
indeed was fo clear that a great number of the Germans on board dept on the deck. 
The cabin windows needed not the lhutters. All thefe are circumftances which 
ihow the uncommon goodncfs of the weather. 

Captain Lawfon’s civility increafed the pleafure of the voyage. 

As foon as we came to the town and had call anchor, many of the inhabitants came 
on board, to enquire for letters. They took all thofe which they could carry, either 
for themfelves or for their friends. Thofe which remained, the captain ordered to be 
^carried on (hore and left at a coffee-houfe; by this means he was rid of the trouble 
of delivering them himfelf. I afterwards went on (hore with him; but before 
he went, he ftri&ly charged the fecond mate to let no one of the German refugees 
out of the (hip, unlefs he paid for his paffage, or fOmebody elfe paid for him, or 
bought him. 

On my leaving London, I received letters of recommendation froa^Mr. Abraham 
Spalding, Mr. Peter Collinfon, Dr. Mitchel, and others, to their fWnds here. It 
Was eafy for me therefore to get acquaintance. Mr. Benjamin Franklin, to whom 
Penfylvania is indebted for its welfare, and the learned world for many new difeoveries 
in ele&ricity, was the firft who took notice of me, and introduced me to many of his 
friends. He gave me all neceffary inftru&ions, and (hewed me his kindnefs on many 
©ccafions. 

I went ito-day, accompanied by Mr. Jacob Bengfton, a member of the Swedifh con- 
fiftory, and the fculptor Guftavus Heffelius, to fee the town and the fields which lay 
before it. (The former is brother to the Rev. Meffrs. Andrew and Samuel Heffelius, 
both minifters at Chriftiana in New Sweden, and of the late Dr. John Heffelius in the 
provinces of Nerik and Wermeland). My new friend had followed his brother Andrew 
MI1711 to this country, and had fince lived in it. I found that I was now come into 
a new world. Whenever I looked to the ground, I every where found fuch plants as 
l had never feen before}, when! faw a tree, I was forced to flop, and aik thofe who 
accompanied me,-how it was called. The firft plant which (truck my eyes was an 
Hpdropogon, or a kind .of grafs; and grafs is a part of botany 1 always delighted in. 
I^t^ feized with terror at the thought of ranging fo many new and iml^o^h parts 
gf ^u^al history. At firft I only #&&&%&&. ipow 
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, „ w& ajaseer/who was aquaker; ai)d l n».^th 

„,_,, --y-..,^^-....- people m jhwhoufe, fgch as molt people'of this profefittai'.(.^ 5SJBj; " J 
|o-Yungftrcem,,the'cbmpahiond£my voyage, had a room, 
fced^i aueridance, and threetheals a-day,if we chofe to have fo many, for 0* 
fillings per week in Penfyl vania currency. But wood, waihing, and wine, if require^, 
were to be paid for befides. Tt'V’ 

Sept, the 16 th. Before I proceed I mult give a fhort defcription of Philadelphia 
which I fhall frequently mention in the fequel of my travels. I here put down; 
feveral particulars which I marked during my flay at that place, as a help to my 


inemory. 

Philadelphia, the capital of Penfylvania, a province which makes part of what for¬ 
merly was called New Sweden, is one of the principal towns in North America; and , 
next to Boflon the greateft. It is iituatcd almoft in the centre of the Englilh colonies* 
and its lat. is thirty-nine deg. and fifty min. but its weft long, from London near: 
feventy-five deg. 

This town was built in the year 1683, or as others fay, in 1682, by the well-known 
quaker Wiliam Pen, who got this whole province by a grant from Charles the Second, 
King of England, after Sweden had given up its claims to it. According to Pen's 
plan, the town was to have been built upon a piece of land which is formed by the 
union of the rivers Delaware and Skulkill, in a quadrangular form, two Englilh miles 
long and one broad. The eaftem fide would therefore have been bounded by the 
Delaware, and the weflern by the Skulkill. They had actually begun to build houfes 
on both thefe rivers, for eight capital flreets, each two Englilh miles long, and fixteen 
leflfer flreets (or lanes) acrofs them, each one mile in length, were marked out with a 
considerable breadth, and in flraight lines. The place was at that time almoft an entire 
wildernefs covered with thick forefts, and belonged to three Swedifh brothers called 
Sven’s Saener (fons of Sven) who had fettled in it. They with difficulty left the 
place; the fituation of which was very advantageous. But at laft they were perfuaded 
to it by Pen, who gave them a few Englilh miles from that place, twice the fpace of 
country theyinhabited. However Pen himfelf, and his descendants after him, have 
confiderablyjjplened the ground belonging to them, by repeated menfurations, under 
pretence that they had taken more than they ought. : ^ , 

But the inhabitants could not be got in fufficient number to fill a place of fuch 
extent. The plan therefore about the river Skulkill was laid afide till more favourable 
circumftances fhould occur, and the houfes were only built along the Delaware. This 
river Hows along the eaftem fide of the town, is of great advantage to its trade, and 
gives a fine profpeft. The houfes which had already been built upon the Skulkill 
yrere tranfplanted hitherto by degrees. This town accordingly lies in a very pleafant 
country from north to fouth along the river. It meafures fomewhat more than an 
Engfifh mile in length; and its breadth in fome places is half a mile or more. The 

S ound is flat and confifts of fand mixed with a little clay. Experience has fhewh that 
e air of this place is very healthy. 1 

; The flreets are regular, fine, and moft of them are fifty foot, Englilh meafure, 
broad. Axch-ftreet meafures fixty-fixfeet in breadth, and Market-ftreet, or the prin¬ 
cipal ftreet where the market is kept, near a hundred. Thofe which run longitudinally, 
or from nqrfh to fouth are feven, exclufive of a little one, which runs along the river, 
to the fouth of the tnfurket, and is called Water-ftreet. The lane$ 4 which go acrofs, 

..and tp'fagm Icpth the Delaware to the Skulkill, are eight in number. 

They do not go quite j&Hreaflrto weft, but deviate a -M-itle from that dire&ion. ' AU 

■ 3 d a the 
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tHdf fttteete e$cepttwo <vhich are neareft to the river, run in a ptaight line, and mike 
right angles at the interfe&ions } feme are paved, others are not, arid it feaaa lef* 
neceflary fincC the ground is fandy, and therefore foon abforbs the wet. Buffi moil 
of the ftreets is a pavement of Hags, a faihom or more broad, laid before the houfes, 
and polls put on the nutftde three or four fathom afunder. Under the roofs are gutters 
which are carefully connected with pipes, atld by this means, thole who walk under 
them when it reins, or when the fnow melts, need not fear being wet by the dropping 
from the roofe. 

The houfts make a good appearance, are frequently fevcral Hones lpgh, and built 
either ol bricks or of ftone ; but the former are more commonly uied, fmee bricks are 
made before the town, and are well burnt. The ftone which has been employed in the 
building of other houfes is a mixture of black or grey glimmer, running in undulated 
veins, and of a loofe, and quite (mail grained limeltone, which runs fcattcred between 
the bendings of the other veins, and are of a grey colour, excepting here and there fotne 
lingle grains of fand of a paler hue. The glimmer makes the gtreated part of the ftone, 
but the mixture is fometimes of another kind, as I fhall relate hereafter under the 
article, eleventh of O&ober. This ftone is now got in great quantitii s in the country, 
is eafily cut, and has the good quality of not attracting the moifturc in a wet feafo'n. 
Very good lime is burnt every where hereabouts for malonry. 

The houfes are covered with fhingles. The w'ood for th’is purpofe is taken from the 
cupreflus thyoides Linn, or a tree which Swedes here call the white juniper tree, and 
the Englifh, the white cedar. Swamps and tnorafles formerly were full of them, but 
at prefent thefe trees are for the grcatell part cut down, and no attempt has as yet been 
made to plant new ones. The wood is very light, rots Ids than any other in this 
country, and for that reafon is exceeding good for roofs, for it is no) too heavy for the 
walls, and will ferve for forty or fifty years together. * But many people already begin 
to fear, that thefe roofs will in time be looked upon as having been very detrimental 
to'the city. For being fo very light, moll people who have built their houfe. of ftone 
or"bricks, have been led to make their walls extremely thin. But at prefent this kind 
of wood is aknoll entirely deftroyed. Whenever therefore in procefj^of time thele 
roofs decay, the people will be obliged to have rccourfe to the hcaffif materials of 
tiles, or the like, which the walls will not be ftrong enough to bear. The roof will 
therefore require fupports, or the people be obliged tq pull down the walls and to 
build new ones, or to take other fteps for fecuring them. Several people have already 
m late years begun to make roofs of tiles. 

Among the public buildings I will firft mention-churches, of which there are fevcral, 
for God is ferved in various ways in this country. 

i. The Englilh cllablifhed church {lands in the northern part of the town, at fomc 
diflance from the market, and is the fmeft of all. It has a little inconfiderable 
fteeple, in which is a btll to be rung when it is time to go to church, and on burials. 

It has likewife a dock which ftrikes the hours. This building which is called Chrift 
Church, was founded towards the end of the laft century, but has lately been rebuilt and 
more adorned. It has two minifters who get the greateft part of their falafy from 
England. In the beginning of this cenjpfy, the Swedilh minifter the Rev. Mr. Rud- 
.mann, peiformed the functions of a clergyman to the Engli/U.congregation for near two 
years, durii g the abfence of their own clergyman. * 

The Swedish church, vfrhidi is otherwile called the church of Weekacko, is on 
the fouthern part of the town, and almoft without it dn the river's fide, and its fitnation 
b therefore more agreeaole than-that of any other* I fhall have an opportunity of 
. 7 deferibing 
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itfogre igadty, yrftfa lmauipeajc tne swedes in particuiarv w^t^m in 

T; 3^R#Gera»an Lutheran church is on dte north-weft fide of the town. Qn$„. . 
riyii in America it bad a little it eeple, but that being put up by an ignorant archfti 
^before the walls of the church were quite dry, they leaned forwards by its weight', 
ind therefore they were forced to pull it down again in the autumn of the year ij$q. 
About that time the congregation received a fine organ from Germany. They h{&® 
only one minifter, who likewife preaches at another Lutheran church in Germantown, 
He preaches, alternately one Sunday in that church, and another in this. The firft; 
clergyman which the Lutheraus had in this town, was the Rev. Mr. Muhlenberg, who 
. laid the foundations of this church in 1743, and being called to another place af ¬ 
terwards, the Rev. Mr. Brunholz from Slefwick, was his fuceeffor, and is yet here. 
Both thefe gentlemen were fent to this place from Hall in Saxony, and have been 
a great advantage to it by their peculiar talent of preaching in an edifying manner* 
A little while before this church was built, the Lutheran Germans had no clergyman 
for themfelves, fo that the every*w here beloved Swedifh minifter at Weekacko, Mr. 
Dylander, preached likewife to them. He therefore preached three fermons every 
Sunday; the firft early in the morning to the Germans ; the fecond to the Swedes; 
and the third in the afternoon to the Englifh; and befides this, he went all the week 
into the country, and inflrbded the Germans who lived feparately there. He there¬ 
fore frequently preached fixteen fermons a-week. And after his death, which hap¬ 
pened in November 1741, the Germans firft wrote to Germany for a clergyman for 
themfelves. This congregation is at prefent very numerous, fo that every Sunday 
the church is very much crowded. It has two galleries, but no veftry. They do 
not fing the collects, but read them before the altar. 

. 4. The old Prefbyterian chuVch is not far from the market, and on the fouth fide 
. of Market-ftreer. It is of a middling fize. and built in the year 1704, as the inferip- 
tion on the northern pediment fhews. The roof is built almoft hemifpherical, or at 
leaf! forms a hexagon. The whole building ftands from north to fouth, for the Prefbyte- 
rians do not regard, as other people dp, whether their churches look towards a cer¬ 
tain point offP heavens or not. 

5. The new Prefbyterian church was built in the year 1750, by the new-lightsia 
the north-weftern part of the town. By the name of new-lights, are underftood the 
people who have, from different religions, become profelytes to the well known 
Whitefield, who in the years 1739, 1740, and likewife in 1744 and 1745, travelled 
through almoft all the Englifh colonies. His delivery, his extraordinary zeal, and . 
other talents fo well adapted to the intelleds of his hearers, made him fo popular that 
be frequently, efpecially in the two firft years, got from eight thoufand to twenty 
thoufand hearers in the fields. His intention in thefe travels was to colled money 
for an orphans’ hofpital which had been ereded in Georgia. He here frequently 
cdlleded feventy pounds ftet ling at one ferrnpn; nay, at two fermons which he 
preached in the year 1740. both on one Sunday, at Philadelphia, he got an hundred 
tod fifty pounds. The profelytes of this man, or the above-mentioned new-lighjh, 
are at prefent merely a fed of Prpfbyterians. For though Whitefield was originally 
a clergyman of the Englifh church, yet he deviated by little and little from her doc? 
trines \ and on arriving in the year 1744 at Bofton in New England, he difputed 
with t|c Brjefbvteriat«s about their dodrines fo much that he almoft entirely embraced 
them. For WWrefield was no great difputant, and could therefore eafily be led by. 

.\.-o4 ,'r\. ^ . -thefe 
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thigfceapnlii^^ tjiey would tave jiijp. Thi*fa 

ter fbf in America caufed his audience to be lefs nuttieroug than during the fir ft . ^ The 
new-hghts bpflt firft, in the year 1741, a great houfe in the weftera part bf't^ouriftj 
to hold divine fervice in. But a divifion arifmg amongft them after the departure of 
Whitefield, and befides on other accounts, the building was fold to the town in the 
beginning of the year 1750, and deftined fora fchool. The new-lights then built a 
church which I call the new Prefbyterian one. On its eaftem pediment is the fol¬ 
lowing infcription in golden letters: Templum Prejbyterianum, annucnte Nttmine , crec- 
turn. Anno Dom. MDCCL. 

6 . The old German reformed church is built in the weft-north-weft part of the town, 
and looks like the church in the Ladugoordfield near Stockholm. It is not.yet finifh- 
ed, though for feveral years together, the congregation has kept up divine fervice in 
it. Thefe Germans attended the German fervice at the Swedilh church, whilft the 
Swedifh minifter, Mr. Dy lander, lived.—But as the Lutherans got a clergyman for 
themfelves on the death of the lad, thofe of the reformed church made likewife pre¬ 
parations to get one from Dordrecht j and the firft who was fent to them, was the 
Jtev. Mr. Slaughter, whom 1 found on my arrival. But in the year 1750, another 
clergyman of the reformed church arrived from Holland, and by his artful behaviour 
lb inunuated himfelf into the favour of the Rev. Mr. Slaughter's congregation, that 
the latter loft ahnoft half his audience. The two clergyman then difputed for feveral 
Sundays together about the pulpit; nay, people relate that the new comer mounted 
die pulpit on a Saturday, and ftaid in it all night. The other being thus excluded, 
the two parties in the audience, made themfelves the fubjeft both of the laughter and 
4>f the fcorn of the whole town, by beating and bruifmg each other, and committing 
other exceffes. The affair was inquired into by the magiftrates, and decided in favour 
of the Rev. Mr. Slaughter, the perfon who.had been Ubufed. 

7. The new reformed church was built at a little diftance from the old one by the 
party of the clergyman who had loft his caufc. This man however had influence 
enough to bring over to his party almoft the whole audience of his antagonift, at the 
end of the year 1750, and therefore this new church will foon be ulelels. 

8. 9. The Quakers have two meetings, one in the market, and the other in the 
northern part of the town. In them are, according to the cultom of this people, 
neither altars, nor pulpits, nor any other ornaments ufual in churches; but only feats 
and fome fconces. They meet thrice every Sunday in them, and befldes that at cer¬ 
tain times every week or every month. I fhall mention more about them here* 
after. 


10. The Baptifts have their fervice in the northern part of the town. 

11. The Roman Catholics have in the fouth-weft part of the town a great houfe, 
which is well adorned within, and has an organ.. 

1 a. The Moravian Brethren have hired a great houfe, in the northern part of the 
town, in which they performed the fervice both in German and in Engliih ; not only 
twice Of three times every Sunday, but likewife every night after it is grown dark. 
But in the winter of the year 1750, they were obliged to drop their evening meet¬ 
ings ; fome wanton young fellows having feveral times difturbed the congregation, 
by an inftrument founding like the note of a cuckoo; for this noife they made In a 
dark comer, not only at the end of every ftanza, but likewife ait that of every 
file, whilft they were finging a hymn. 
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Thofe jp| th\£ngKfb Quakfcirs, and the Getfm^#the 

refo$ifeed*eligiori, nave each of them their burying-places on one fide out of t@im| jand 
not near their churches, though the firft of tfaefe fometimes make an exception. £11 
the others bury their dead in their church-yards, and the Moravian Brethren' v.b^y 
where they can. The negroes are buried in a particular place out of town. ’ ■{ 

I now proceed to mention the other public buildings in Philadelphia. 

The town-hall, or the place where the affemblies are held, is fituated in the wefte$a, 
part of the town ; it is a fine large building, having a tower with a bell in the middle 
and is the greateft ornament to the town. The deputies of each province meet in it 
commonly every October, or even more frequently, if circumftances require it, in order, 
to confider of the welfare of the country, and to hold their parliaments or diets in mi¬ 
niature. There they revife the old laws, and make new ones. 

On one fide of this building (lands the library, which was firft begun in the year 
1742, on a public fpirited plan, formed and put in execution by the learned Mr. Frank¬ 
lin ; for he perfuaded firft the moft fubftantial people in the town to pay forty (hillings 
at the outfet, and afterwards annually ten (hillings, all in Penfylvania currency, towards 
purchafing all kinds of ufeful books. The fubfcribers are entitled to make ufe of the 
books. Other people are likewife at liberty to borrow them for a certain time, but 
muft leave a pledge, and pay eight-pence a week for a folio volume, fix-pcnce for a 
quarto, and four-pence for all others of a fmaller fize. As foon as the time allowed 
aperfonfor the perufal of the volume is elapfed, it muft be returned, or he is fined. 
The money arifmg in this manner is employed for the falary of the librarian, and for 
purchafing new books. There is already a fine collection of excellent work^, moft of 
them Englifh, many French and Latin, but few in any other language. The fubfcribers 
were fo kind to me, as to order, the librarian, during my (lay here, to lend me every 
book which I (hould want, without requiring anv payment. The library was open 
every Saturday from four to eight o’clock in the afternoon. Befides the books, feveral 
mathematical and phyfical mftruments, and a large collection of natural curiofities, were 
to be feen in it. Several little libraries were founded in the town on the fame footing 
or nearly wh$i this. 

The court-houfe (lands in the middle of Market-ftreet, to the weft of the market j 
it is a fine building, with a little tower in which there is a bell. Below and round 
about this building the market is properly kept every week. 

The building of the academy is in the weftern part of the town. It was formerly, 
as I have before mentioned, a meeting-houfe of the followers of Whitefield; but they 
fold it in the year 1750, and it was deliined to be the feat of an univerfity, or to exprefs 
myfclf in more exad terms, to be a college; it was therefore fitted up to this purpofe. 
The youths are here only taught thofe things which they learn in our common 
fchools *, but in time, fuch lectures are intended to be read here as are ufual in real, 
univerfities. 

1 At the clofe of the laft war, a redoubt was ereSted here, on the fouth fide of the 
{own, near the river, to prevent the French and Spanilh privateers from landing. But 
this was done after a very ftrong debate. For the Quakers oppofed all fortifiCatioItt, 
as contrary to the tenets of their religion, which allow not Chriftiansto make war, either 
offenfive or defenfive, but direct them to plate their truft in the Almighty alone. 
Several papers were then Handed about for and againil the opinion. But me enemy’s 
privateers having taken feveral veffels belonging to the town, in the river, many of the 
Quakers, if not all of them, found it reafonable to forward the building of the fortifka-* 
tion at much as poffible, at lead by a fupply of mopey. 
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all the natural advantages tof the town its temperate ; climate is the moft eonfr- 
defable, the winter not being over fevere, and its duration buf limit, axld. . A^pixner 
not too hot; the country round about bringing forth thofe fruits in the greateft plenty, 
which are raifed by hufbandry. 'l heir September and O&dber are like the beginning., 
of the Swedifh Auguft. And the firft days in their February are frequently as pieal'ant 
as the end of April and the beginning of May in Sweden. Even their coldeft days in 
fome winters have been no feverer than, the days at the end of autumn are in the 
imiddlemoft parts of Sweden, and the fouthern ones of Finland. 

The good and clear water in Philadelphia is likewife one of its advantages. For 
though there are no fountains in the town, yet there is a well in every houfc, and fe- 
veral in the ftreets, all which afford excellent water for boiling, drinking, wafting, and 
other ufes. The water is commonly met with at the depth of forty feet. The water 
of the river Delaware is likewife good. But in making the wells, a fault is frequently 
committed, which in feveral places of the town fpoils the water, which is naturally 
good; I (hall in the fequel take an opportunity of lpeaking further about it. 

The Delaware is exceeding convenient for trade. It is one of the greateft rivers in 
the. world: is three Englifh miles broad at its mouth, two miles at the town of Wil¬ 
mington, and three quarters of a mile at Philadelphia. This city lies within ninety or 
an hundred Englifh miles from the fea, or from the place where the river Delaware 
difcliarges itfelf into the bay of that name. Yet its depth is*hardly ever lefs than five 
or fix fathoms. The greateft fhips therefore can fail quite up to the town, and anchor 
in good ground in five fathoms of water, on the fide of the bridge. The water here 
has no longer a faltifh tafte, and therefore all dcftru&ivc worms which have fattened 
themfelves to the fhips in the fea, and have pierced holes into them, either die, or drop 
off, after the fhip has been here for a while. 

The only difad vantage which trade labours under here is the freezing of the river 
almoft every winter for a month or more. For during that time the navigation is en¬ 
tirely flopped. But this does not happen at Bofton, New York, and other towns 
which are nearer the fea. ' 

The tide comes up to Philadelphia, and even goes thirty miles higher, to Trenton. 
The difference between high and low water is eight feet at Philadelphia. 

The catarafls of the Delaware, near Trenton, and of the Skulkill, at fome diftance 
from Philadelphia, make thefe rivers ufelefs further up the country, in regard to the 
conveyance of goods either from or to Philadelphia. Both muft therefore be carried 
ori waggons or carts. It has therefore already been thought of to make thofe two 
rivers navigable in time, at leaft for large boats and fmall veffcls. 

. Several fhips are annually built of American oak, in the docks which are maitg in 
different parts of the town and about it; yet they can by no means be put in coni- 
parifon with thofe built of European oak, in point of goodnefs and duration. 

I he town carries on a great trade both with the inhabitants of the country, and to 
other parts of the world, efpccially to the Weft Indies, South America, and the An¬ 
tilles ; to England, Ireland, Portugal, and to feveral Englifh colonies in North America* 
Yet none but Englifh fhips are allowed to come into this port. 

Philadelphia reaps the greatpft profits from its trade to the Weft Indies: for thither 
the inhabitants fhip almoft every day a quantity of flour, butter, fleflj, and other victuals, 
timber, plank, and the like. In return they receive either fugar, molaffes, rum, indigo, 
mahoganj, and other goods, or ready money. The true mahogany, which grows in 

lamaica, is at prefent almoft all cut down. ' « 



ItALStV TtqAVZLS «* WORTH AJUXRieA, 

They fond berth "Weft India goods and their own productions to England ; thd&Mr 
are aH ^prts of woods, efpecially black walnut, and oakplanks for (hips; ftipg fPhf, 
built, iron, hides, and tar. Yet this latter is properly bought in New Jerfey, the 
of which province are confequently more ruined than any others. Ready money is tik&p 
wife fent over to England; ‘from whence in return they get all Tons of goods them 
manufactured, viz. fine and coarfe cloth, linen, iron ware, and other wrought metals,'; 
and Eaft India goods; for it is to be obferved, that England fupplies Philadelphia with' 
almoft all (tuffs and manufactured goods which are wanted here. * 

A great quantity of linfeed goes annually to Ireland, together with many of the fhips 
which are built here. Portugal gets wheat com, Hour, and maize which is not ground, 
Spain fometimes takes fome corn. But all the money which is got in thefe feveral 
countries, muft immediately be font to England, in payment for the goods which are 
got from thence, and yet thofe fums are not fufficient to pay all the debts. 

But to fhew more exactly what the town and province have imported from England, 
in different years, I (hall here in fort an extract from the Englifh cuflom-houfe books, 
which I got from the engineer Lewis Evans, at Philadelphia. This gentleman had 
defired one of his friends in London to fend hitn a complete account of all the goods 
fhipped from England to Peufylvania in feveral years. He got this account, and 
though the goods are not enumerated in it, yet their value in money is calculated. 
Such extrafts from the cuflom-houfc books have been made for every North American 
province, in order to convince the Englifh parliament, that thofe provinces have taken 
greater quantities of the goods in that kingdom ever fince they have turned their money 
into bills. 

I have taken the copy from the original itfelf; and it is to be obferved that it begins 
with the Chriflmas of the year tj22, and ends about the fame time of the year 1747. 
In the firft column is the value* of the foreign goods, the duty for which has already 
been paid in England. The fecond column (hews the value of the goads manufactured 
in England, and exported to Pcnfylvania, And in the laft column thefe two fums are 
added together, but at the bottom each of the columns^ caft up. 

But this table does not include the goods which are annually fhipped in great quan¬ 
tities to Penf) Ivania from Scotland and Ireland, among which is a great quantity of 
linen. 
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The Value of the Goods annually /hipped from England to Penfylvaoia. 


The Year, 
from one 
Chriftmas 
to another. 

foreign Goods fot 
which the duty hae 
already been paid, 
and which therefore 
only require receipts. 

' 

Englifh manufac¬ 
tured Goods. 

1 

The Sums of thefc 
two preceding co- 
lumns added together. 
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10 
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7 

5 
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>7 

4 
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18 

9 

44260 

l6 

I 
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15240 

>4 

4 

26457 

>9 

3 

41698 

13 

7 

>733 

i 3>87 

O 

8 

27378 

7 

5 

40585 

8 

J 

>734 

19648 

15 

9 

34743 

12 

I 

54392 

7 

10 

>73 J 

18078 

4 

3 

30726 

7 

1 

48804 

11 

4 

1736 

2 345 6 

>5 

11 

38057 

2 

5 

' 61513 

18 

4 

>737 

14517 

4 

3 

4»73 

2 

4 

56690 

6 

7 

> 73 8 

20320 

>9 

3 

41129 

5 

O 

61450 

4 

3 

>739 

9041 

4 

5 

45411 

7 

6 

54452 

11 

11 

1740 

10280 

2 

0 

46471 

12 

9 

56751 

14 

9 

* 74 > 

12977 

18 

10 

78032 

>3 

I 

91010 

11 

11 

1742 

14458 

6 

3 

60836 

>7 

I 

75295 

3 

4 

>743 

19220 

I 

6 

60120 

4 

.10 

7934 * 

6 

4 

>744 

14681 

8 

4 

47595 

18 

2 

62214 

6 

6 

>745 

>3043 

.. 8 

8 

4>*37 

2 

3 

54280 

10 

11 

>746 

18103 

12 

7 

55595 

>9 

7 

73699 

12 

2 

>747 

8585* 

fc>+ 

11 

73819 

2 

8 

82404 

>7 

7 

Total 

343.789 

16 

O 

969*049 

1 • 

6 

1,312.858 

'7 

6 


The whole extent of the Philadelphia trade may be comprehended from the number 
if Ihips which annually arrive at and fail from this town. I intend to inl'ert here a 
able of a few years, which I have taken from the gazettes of the town. The Ihips 
:oming and going in one year, are to be reckoned from the twenty-fifth of March of 
that year to the twenty-fifth of March of the next. 


The Year. 

Ships arrived. 

Ships failed 

* 735 - - 

- “ *99 - 

- - 212 

1740. - 

. . 307 - 

- - 208 

1741. - 

- - 292 

- - 309 

1744. - 

- - 229 

- - 271 

1745- - 

- - 280 

- - 3 C1 

J 746. 

- - 273 - 

- - 293 


* But*it is touch to be feareti that the trade of Philadelphia, and of all the Enghjh 
colonics, will rather decreafe than increafe, in cafe no provifion is made to prevent it. 
1 mall hereafter plainly (hew upon whit foundation this decreafe of trade is likely to 

tv 
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'me town sot only foraKhe8 moft of the inhabitants of Penfylvania with thego^ds 
wT iirfr they want; butnuinbers of the inhabitants of New Jer% come every 
catty on a great trade. * 

The town has two great fairs every year j one in May, and the other in November* 
both on the fixteenth days of thofe two months. But befides thefe fairs, there ano 
every week two market days, viz. Wednefday and Saturday. On thofe days the 
country people in Penfylvania and New Jerfey bring to town a quantity of vidluals, and 5 
other productions of the country, and this is a great advantage to the town. It is 
therefore to be wifhed that the like regulation might be made in our Swediih towns. 
You are fure to meet with every produce of the feafon, which the country affords, 
on the market-days. But on other days they are in vain fought for. 

Provifions are always to be got frefh here, and for that reafon mod of the inha¬ 
bitants never buy more at a time than what will be fuiHcient till the next market-day. 
In fummer there is a market almoft every day; for the victuals do not keep well in 
the great heat. There are two places in the town where thefe markets are kept; but 
that near the court-houfe is the principal. It begins about four or five o’clock in the 
morning, and ends about nine o’clock in the forenoon. 

The town is not enclofed, and has no other cuftom-houfe than the great one for the 
fhips. . 

The governor of the whofe province lives here; and though he is nominated by the 
heirs of Pen, yet he cannot take that office without being confirmed by the King of 
England. 

The quakers of almoft all parts of North America, have their great affembly here 


once a year. 

In 1743, a fociety for the advancement of the fciences was ere&ed 1 here. Its ob¬ 
jects would have been the curiofities of the three kingdoms, of nature, mathematics, 

. phyfic, chemiftry, oeconomy, and manufactures. But the war, which enfued imme¬ 
diately, flopped all defigns of this nature, and iince that time, nothing has been done 
towards eftablifhing any thing of this kind. 

The declination of the needle wa^here obferved on the thirtieth of October 1750, 
old ftyle, to be five degrees and forty-five minutes weft. It was examined by the new 
meridian, which was drawn at Philadelphia in the autumn of the fame year, and extend¬ 
ed a mile in length. By experience it appears, that this declination leffens about a 
degree in twenty years* time. 

The greateft difference in the rifing and falling of the barometer is, according to 
the oofervations made for feveral years together by Mr. James Logan, found at 28' 59 
and 30* 78. 

Here are three printers; and every week two Englifh, and one German newfpaper 
is printed. 

In 1732, on the fifth of September, old ftyle, a little earthquake was felt here about 
noon, and at the fame time at Bofton in New England, and at Montreal in Canada, 
which places are above fixty Swedifh miles afunder. 

In November 1737, the well known Prince from Mount Lebanon, Sheich Sidi, 
came to Philadelphia, on his travels through moft of the Englifh American colonies. 
And in the fame year a fecond earthquake was felt about eleven o’clock at night, on ' 
the feventh of December. But it did not continue above half a minute, and yet it was 
felt, according to the accounts of the gazettes, at the fame hour in Newcaftle, New 
Yqrky New Lotion, Bofton, and other towns of New England. It had therefore 
likewife reached feYeial miles. 

„ 3 t 2 The. 



’396 ' iCalm’s i%.av£us n4 ^d»ytt AM£&reA. 

The Count Sinzendbrf • arrived here in the December of the year 1741,and' con¬ 
tinued till the *next fpring. His ubcommon behaviour perfuaded many Engtifhmen 
of rank, that he was difordered in his head. 

I have not been able to find the exa£t number 0/ the inhabitants of Philadelphia. 
In the year 1746, they were reckoned above ten thoufand, and fince that time their 
number is incredibly increafed. Neither can it be made out front the bills of mor¬ 
tality, fince they are not kept regularly in all the churches. I ihall, however, men¬ 
tion fome of thofe which appeared either in the gazettes or in bills printed on pur- 
pore. 


Year. 

Dead. 

1730. 

227 

* 738 * 

250 

* 739 - 

350 

1740. 

290 


Year. 

Dead. 

1741. *> 

345 

1742. 

409 

* 743 - 

425 

1744. 

410 


Year. 

Dead 

* 745 * 

4&0 

1748. 

672 

1749. 

758 

I 75 °* 

7 16 


From thefe bills of mortality it alfo appears, that the difeafes which are the moll 
fatal, are confumptions, fevers, convulfions, pleurifies, haemorrhages, and dropfies. 

The number of thofe that are born cannot be determined, fince in many churches 
no order is obferyed with regard to this affair. The Quakers, who are the mod nu¬ 
merous in this town, never baptize their children, though they take a pretty exaft 
account of all who are born among them. 

It is likewife impofiible to gueis at the number of inhabitants from the dead, becaufc 
the town gets fuch great fupplies annually from other countries. In the fummer of the 
year 1749, near twelve thoufond Germans came over to Philadelphia, many of whom 
fiaid in that town. In.the fame year the houfes in Philadelphia were counted, and 
found to be two thoufand and feventy-fix in number.' 

The town is now quite filled with inhabitants, which in regard to their country, 
religion, and trade, are very different from each other. You tnect with excellent 
mailers in all trades, and many things are made here full as well as in England. Yet 
no manufactures, efpecially for making fine cloth, *are eftabliflied. Perhaps the reafon 
is, that it can be got with fo little difficulty from England, and that the breed of flieep 
which is brought over, degenerates in procefs of time, and affords but a coarfe wool. 

Here is great plenty of provifions, and their prices are very moderate. There are 
no examples of an extraordinary dearth. 

Every one who acknowledges God to be the creator, preferver, and ruler of all 
things, and teaches or undertakes nothing againft the ftate, or again ft the common 
peace, is at liberty to fettle, ftay, and carry on his trade here, be his religious prin¬ 
ciples ever fo ftrange. No one is here molefted on account of the erroneous principles 
of the do&rine which he follows, if he does not exceed the above-mentioned bounds. 
And he is fo well fecured by the laws in his perfon and property, and" enjoys fuch 
liberties, that a citizen of Philadelphia may in a manner be faid to live in' his houfe Eke 
a king. 

On a careful confideration of what I have already faid, it will be eafy to conceive 
how this city ihould rife fo fuddenly from nothing, into fuch grandeur and perfe&ion, 
without fuppofing any powerful monarch’s contributing to it, either by punching 
the wicked, or by giving great fupplies in money $ and yet its fine appearance, good 
tabulations, agreeable fituation,* natural advantages, trade, riches and power, are by 
no means inferior to thofe of any, even of the inoft ancient towns in Europe, fchas 



• Head of the Motor! to Brethren. 

*■ 8 ' 


F. 


not 



397 


X^M^t TfcMrBLi lN NORia AMERICA. 

ftotfjeeri nedefl^ to Ibrcef people to come and fettle here j on the contrary,, foreigners 
of different languages have left their country, houfes, property, and relaip^|pc! 
ventured over wide and ftormy feas* in order to come hither. Other countries, 
•Which have been peopled for a long fpace of time, complain of the fmall number jof 
their inhabitants. But Penfylvania, which was no better than a defart in the year 
t68r, and hardly contained five hundred people, now vies withfeveral kingdoms hi 
Europe in number of inhabitants. It has received numbers of people, which o t h e r 
countries, to their infinite lofs, have either negle&ed or expelled. 

A wretched old wooden building, on a hill near the river fomewhat north of the 
Wickako church, belonging to one of the Sons of Sven, of whom, as before men¬ 
tioned, fhe ground was bought for building Philadelphia upon, is preferved on pur- 
pofe, as a memorial of the poor ftate of that place before the town was built on it. Its 
antiquity gives it a kind of fuperiority over ail the other buildings in town, though in 
itfclf the word of all. This hut was inhabited, whilft as yet flags, deers, elks, and 
beavers, at broad day-light, lived in the future ftreets, church-yards, and market* 
places of Philadelphia. The noife of a fpinning wheel was heard in this houfe, before 
the manufactures now edablifhed were thought of, or Philadelphia built. But with all 
thefe advantages, this houfe is ready to fall down, and, in a few years to come, it 
will be as difficult to find fhe place where it flood, as it was unlikely at the time of its 
eredion, that one of the greateft towns in America Ihould in a fhort time Hand clofe 
up to it. 

Sept. 7th. Mr. Peter Cock, a merchant of this town, affured me that he had lad 
week himfelf been a fpeclator of a fnake’s fwallowing a little bird. This bird, which 
from its cry has the name of cat-bird, (inufcicapa carolinenfis, Linn.) flew from one 
branch of a tree to another, jmd was making a doleful tupe. At the bottom of the 
tree, but at a fathom’s diflance from the ftem, lay one of the great black fnakes, with 
its head continually upright, pointing towards the bird, which was always fluttering 
about, and now and then fettling on the branches. At firfl it only kept in the top- 
mod branches, but by degrees it came lower down, and even flew upon the ground, 
and hopped to the place where the fnake lay, which immediately opened its mouth,, 
caught the bird, and fwallowed it ; but it had fcarce finilhea its repad before 
Mr. Cock came up and killed it. I was afterwards told that this kind of fnakes was 
frequently obferved to purfue little birds in this manner. It is already well known that 
the rattle-fnakc does the fame. 

As I walked out into the fields I found feveral European and even Swedifli , 
plants growing there. But thofe which are peculiar to America,, are much more * 
numerous. 

The Virginian maple grows in plenty on the fhores of the Delaware. The Englifh 
In this country call it either buttonwood, or waterbeech, which latter name is mod 
ufual. The Swedes call it watienbok, or wafbok. It is Linnaeus’s platanus occiden- 
tails. See Catdby’s Nat. Hid. of Carolina* vol. i. p. 56. t. 56. It grows for the 
greateft part in low places, but efpecially on the edge of rivers and brooks. But thefe 
trees are eafily transplanted to more dry places, if they be only filled with good foil;, 
and as their leaves are large, and their foliage thick, they are planted about the houfes 
and in gardens, to afford a pleafant fhade in the hot feafon. Some of the Swedes had 
boxes, pails, and the like, made of the bark of this tree by the native Amer icana . They 
fay that thofe people, whild they were yet fettled here, made little dilhes of this bark, 
for gathering whortleberries. This tree likewife grows in marihes, orinfwampy 
Adds, where aih and red maple commonly grow. They are frequently as tall ancr 

‘ • ’ thick. 
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chick as the beft of oui*fir trees. The feed ftaya on them till spring, but in the. 
middle of April the pods open ahd fhed the feeds. Query, Whether they are $ot 
ripe before that time, and confequently fooner fit for fowing ? This American maple 
is remarkable for its quick growth, in which it exceeds all other trees. There are fuch 
numbers of them on the low meadows between Philadelphia and the ferry at Glou- 
cefter, on both fides of the road, that in fummer time you go as it were through a 
fhady*walk. j n that part of Philadelphia Which is near the Swedifh church, fome 
great trees of this kind ftand on the banks of the river. In the year 1750, on the 
15th of May, I faw the buds ftill on them ; and in the year 1749 they began to dower 
on the eighth of that month. Several trees of this fort are planted at Chelfea, near 
London, and they now, in point of height, vie with the talleft oak. 

Sept. 18th. In the morning I went with the Swedilh painter, Mr. Heflelius, to the 
country feat of Mr. Bartram, which is about four Engliih miles to the fouth of Phila¬ 
delphia, at fome difiance from the high road to Maryland, Virginia, and Carolina. 
I had therefore the firft opportunity here of getting an exad knowledge of the ftate 
of the country, which was a plain covered with all kinds of trees with deciduous 
leaves. The ground was fandy, mixed with clay; but the fand feemed to be in greater 
quantity. In fome parts the wood was cut down, and we faw the habitations of fome 
country people, whofe corn-fields and plantations were round their farm-houfes. The 
wood was full of mulberry-trees, walnut-trees of fevcral kindS, chefnut-trees faffafras, 
and the like. Several forts of wild vines clafped their tendrils round, and climbed up 
to the fummits of the highefi trees; and in other places they twined round the en- 
clofures, fo thick, that the latter almofi funk down under their weight. The per- 
fimon, or diofpyros Virginiana, Linn. fp. pi. p.1510, grew in the marfhy fields 
and about fprings. Its littje apples looked very well already, but are not fit for eating, 
before the froft has affe&ed them, and then they have* a very fine tafte. Heffelius 
gathered fome of them, and defired my fervant to tafte of the fruits of the land; but 
this poor credulous fellow had hardly bit into them, when he felt the qualities they 
have before the froft has penetrated them. For they contracted his mouth fo that he 
could hardly fpeak, and had a very difagreeable tafte. This difgufted him fo much 
that he was with difficulty perfuaded to tafte of it during the whole of our ftay in 
America, notwithftanding it lofes all its acidity, and acquires an agreeable flavour in 
autumn and towards the beginning of winter. For the fellow always imagined, that 
though he fhould eat them ever fo late in the year, they would ftill retain the fame 
difagreeable tafte. 

To fatisfy the curiofity of thofe who are willing to know how the woods look in this 
country, and whether or no the trees in them arc the fame with thofe found in our 
forefts, I here infert a fmall catalogue of thofe which grow fpontaneoufly in the woods 
which are neareft to Philadelphia. But I exclude fuch fhrubs as do not attain any con- 
fiderable height. I (hall put that tree firft in order, which ismoftplentful, andfo on 
with the reft, and therefore trees which I have found but fingle, though near the town, 
will be laft. 

1. Quercus alba, the white oak, in good ground. 

2. Quercus rubra, or the black oak. 

3. Quercus Hifpanica, the Spanifh oak, a variety of the preceding. 

! 4» Jugluns alba , hiccory, a hand of walnut tree, of which three or four varieties we 
^ be, pet with. 

tiubus occidentalis, or American blackberry fhrub» 

• 'WV" 7 /• "v; 6. Jeer 
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6 . Acer rubrm, the maple tree with red flowers, in fwanfos. 

' 7. Rhus glabra, the fmooth leaved fumach, in* the woods, on highgladttjRnd: 
old com fiejds. 

8. Vitis, labrufca and Vulfina , vines of feveral kinds. . 

9 . Sambuctu Canadenfis, American elder tree, along the hedges and on glades* ' 

10. Quercus pbellos , the fwamp oak, in morafics. 

11. Azalea lutca , the American upright honeysuckle, in the woods in dry places* 

12. Cratagus Crus galli, the Virginian azarole, in woods. 

13. Vaccinium —-, a fpecies of whortleberry fhrub. 

14. Quercus prinus , the chefnut oak, in good ground. 

15. Camus Jiorida, the cornelian cherry, in all kinds of ground. 

16. Liriodcndron Tultpifera, the tulip tree, in every kind of foil. 

17. Prunus Virginiana, the wild cherry tree. 

18. Vaccinium -, a frutex whortleberry, in good ground* 

19. Prinos veriicillatusf the winterberry tree, infwamps. 

20. Platanus occidentalism the water-beech. 

21. Nyjfa aquatica, the tupeb tree, on fields and mountains. 

22. Liquidambar Jlyracijlua , fweet gum tree, near fprings. 

23. Bctula Alnus , alder, a variety of the Swediih; A was here but a ihrub. 

24. Fagus ca/lanca , the chefnut tree, on corn-fields, pafturcs, and in little woods. 

25. “Juglans nigra , the black walnut tree, in the fame place with the preceding tree:. 

26. Rhus radicalism the twining fumach, climbed along the trees. 

27. Acer Ncgundom the aih-lcaved maple, in morafics and fwampy places. 

28. Prunus domejlica , the wild plum tree. 

29. Ulmus Americana , the white elm. 

30. Prunus fpincfam floe ihrub, in low places. 

31. Laurusfajfafras, the faffafras tree, in a loofe foil mixed with land. 

32. Riba nigrum , the currant tree, grew in low places and in marihes. 

33. Fraxtnus excelftor , the afh tree, in low places. 

34. Smilax laurifolia , the rough bind weed with the bay leaf, in woods and on pales 
or enclofures. 

35. Kalmia latifolia, the American dwarf laurel, on the northern fide of moun* 
tains. 

36. Morn rubra , the mulberry tree, on fields, hills, and near the houfes. 

37. Rhux vernix, the poifonous fumach, in wet places. 

38. Quercus rubra, the red oak, but a peculiar variety. 

39. Hamamclis virginica, the witch hazel. 

40. Diop/pyros Virginiana, the perfimon. 

41. Pyrus coronaria, the anchor tree. 

42. Junipcrus Virginiana , the red juniper, in a dry poor foil. 

43. Laurus ajlivalis, fpice wood, in a wet foil. 

44. Carpinus ojlrya, a fpecies of horn beam, in a good foil. 

45. Carpinus bctulusm a horn beam, in the fame kind of foil with the former. 

46. Fagus fyhatica , the beech, likewife in good foil. 

\ 

a * Dr. Lionseu* mentions only one fpecies of Nyifa, namely Nyffa aquatica5 Mr.-Kalm does not met), 
tioa the name ot the fpecies, hut if his is not a different fpecies, it mail at kail be a variety, fince he fays 
it grows on hills, whereas the aquatica grows in the water. F. 

47. Juglans ' 
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47.. Juglans fpedes of walnut tree, on hills near rivers % called by the 

Swedes buttemuftrse. * 

48. Pinus Americana, Penfylvanian fir tree, on the north fide of mountains, and in 
Wallies f. 

.49. Betula lenta , a fpecies of birch, on the banks of rivers. 

50. Cephalantus occidentalism button wood, in wet places. 

51. Pinus tada, theNewJerfey fir tree, op dry Tandy heaths. 

52. Cercis Canadenfis , the fallad tree, in a good foil. 

53. Robinia pfeudacacia 9 the IocuR tree, on the corn-fields. 

54. Magnolia glauca, the laurel-leaved tulip tree, in mariby foil. 

55. Tilia Americana , the lime tree, in a good foil. 

56. Gleditfia triacantbos , the honey locuft tree, or three-thorned acacia, in the fame 
foil. 

57. Celtis occidentalism the nettle tree, in the fields. 

58. Annona muricata, the cuftard apple, in a fruitful foil. 


We vifited feveral Swedes, who were fettled here, and in very good circumftanccp. 
One of them (Andrew Rambo) has a fine houfc built of Rone, two Rories high, and 
A great orchard near it. We were every where well received, and ftayed over night 
with the above-mentioned countryman. We faw no othef marks of autumn than 
that feveral fruits of this feafon were already ripe. For befides this, all the trees 
were yet as greew* and the ground Rill as much covered with flowers, as in our futn- 
mer. Thousands of frogs croaked all the night long in the mar flies and brooks. 
The locuRs and grafhoppers made likewife fuch a great noife, that it was hardly pof- 
fible for one perfon to underfiand another. The trees too were full of all forts of 
birds, which by the variety of their fine plumage delighted the eye, while the infinite 
variety of their tunes were continually re-echoed. 

The orchards, along which we palled to-day, were only enclofed by hurdles. But 
they contained all kinds of fine fruit. We wondered at iirR very much when our 
leaaer leaped over the hedge into the orchards, and gathered feme agreeable fruit for 
us. But our aRonilhment was Rill greater, when we faw that the people in the 
garden were fo little concerned at it, as not even to look at us. But our companion 
told us, that the people here were not fo exaft in regard to a few fruits, as they are 
in other countries where the foil is not fo fruitful in them. We afterwards found 
very frequently that the country people in Sweden and Finland guarded their tyrnips 
more carefully, than the people here do the moR exquifite fruits. 

Sept, 19th. As I walked this morning into the fields, I obferved that a cdjwws dew 
was fallen; for the grafs was as Wet as if it had rained. The leaves of the plants 
and trees had contracted fo much moiRure that the drops ran down. I found on this 
occafion that the dew was not only on the fuperior, but likewife on the inferior fide 
of the leaves. I therefore carefully confidered many leaves both of trees and of 
other plants; both of thofe which are more above, and of thofe which are nearer to 
the ground. But, I found in all of them, that both tides of the leaves were equally 
bedewed, except thofe of the verbafeum t -thapfus, or great mullein, which, though 
their fuperior fide Was pretty well covered with the dew, yet their inferior had but a 
little. 
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’ Every countryman, even a common peafant, has commonly* an orchstr# fl^r,.hw 
houfe, in which all forts of. fruit, fuch as peaches, apples, pears, cherries, and pfl#i i i^' 
are in plenty. The peaches were now almoft ripe. They are rare in Europe, p£Sy ■ 
ticularly in Sweden; for in that country hardly any people befides the rich tafte theft). 
But here every countryman had an orchard full or peach trees, which were covered 
with fuch quantities of fruit, that we could fcarcely walk in the orchard without tread-, 
ing upon thofe peachds which were fallen off j many of which were ufually left on 
the ground, and only part of them fold in town, and the reft was confumed by the 
family and ltrangers. Nay this fine fruit was frequently given to the fwine. 

This fruit is however fometimes kept for winter ufe, and prepared in the following 
manner. -The fruit is cut into four parts, the ftone thrown away, and the fruit put 
upon a thread, on which they aro expofed to the funfhine in the open air, till they 
are fufficiently dry. They are then put into a veffel for winter. But this manner 
of drying them is not very good, becaufe the rain of this feafon very eafily fpoils 
and putrifies them, whilft they hang in the open air. For this reafon a different 
method is followed by others, which is by far the moil eligible. The peaches are as 
before cut into four parts, are then either put upon a thread, or laid upon a board, 
and fo hung up in the air when the fun mines. Being dried in fome meafure, or 
having loft their juice by jhis means, they afe put into an oven, out of which the 
bread has but juft been taken, and are left in it for a while. But they are foon taken 
out and brought into the frefli air; and after that they are agaip put into the oven, and 
this is repeated feveral times, till they are as dry as they ought to be. ^For if they were' 
dried up at once in the oven, they would Ihrivel up too much, and lofe part of their 
flavour. They are then put up and kept for the winter. They are either baked into 
tarts and pyes, or boiled and prepared as dried apples and pears are in Sweden. Several 
people here dry and preferve their apples in the fame manner as their peaches. 

The peach trees were, as I am told, firft planted here by the Europeans. But at 
prefent they fuccecd very well, and require even lefs care than our apple and pear trees. 

The orchards have leldom other fruit than apples and peaches. Pear trees are 
fcarce in this province. They have cherry trees in the orchards, but commonly on? 
the fides of them towards the houfe, or along the enclofures. Mulberry trees are 
planted on fome hillocks near the houfe, and fometimes even in the court-yards of the: 
houfe. The black walnut trees, or Juglans nigra, grow partly on hills, and in fields 
near the farm-houfes, and partly along the enclofures; but moft commonly in the 
forefts. No other trees of this kind are made ufe of here. The chefnuts are left in 
the fields; here and there is one in a dry field, or in a wood.' 

The Hibifcus efculentus, or Okra*, is a plant which grows wild in the Weft Indies,, 
but is planted in the gardens here. The fruit, which is a long pod, is cut whilft it is 
green, and boiled in foups, which thereby become as thick as pulfe. This diili is 
reckoned a dainty by fome people, and efpecially by the negroes. 

Capficum annuutn, or Guinea pepper, is likewife planted in gardens. When the 1 
fruit is ripe it is ahnoft entirely red, it is put to a roafted or boiled piece of meat, a 
little of it being ftrewed upon it, or mixed with the broth. Befides thin, cucumbers- 
are pickled with it. Or the pods arc pounded whilft they are yet tender* arid being 
mixed with fait are preferved in a bottle; and this fpice is ftrewed over roafted or boil¬ 
ed meat, or fried fifh, and gives them a very fine tafte. But the fruit by jtfelf is as 
biting as common pepper. 

* In MUler’* Gardener'* Diftiooary, it is called Kctrak Indies fulio ficus, fru&u pcatagono, recurve,, 
cfejaknto, graciliori,ct longiori. 

vol. xm. ' 3 b This 
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This country contains many fpeciesofthe plant which Dr; LinnffiuscaUsRhus, and 
the molt common is the Rhus foUis pinnatis ferratis lanceolatis retrinque nudis, or the 
Rhus glabra. The Englilh call this plant Sumach. But the Swedes here haveno 
particular name for it, and therefore make ufe of the Englilh name. Its berries or 
fruits are red. They are made ufe of for dying, and -afford a colour like their own. 
This tree is like a weed in this country, for if a corn-field is left uncultivated for feme 
few years together, it grows on it in plenty, fince the berries are fpread every where by 
the birds. And when the ground is to be ploughed, the roots flop the plough very 
much. The fruit ftays on the fhrub during the whole winter. But the leaves drop 
very early in autumn, after they are turned reddifh, like thofe of our Swedilh mountain 
alh. The branches boiled with the berries afford a black ink like tindure. .The boys 
eat the berries, there being no danger of falling fick after the repaft; but they are very 
four. They feldom grow above three yards high. On cutting the ftem, it appears 
that it contains nothing but pith. I have cut feveral in this manner, and found that 
fome were ten years old; but that molt of them were above one year old. When the 
cut is made, a yellow juice comes out between the bark and the wood. One or two of 
the molt outward circles are white, but the innermolt arc of a yellowilh green. It is 
'eafy to diftinguilh them one from another. They contain a very plentiful pith, the 
diameter of which is frequently half an inch, and fometimes more. It is brown, and 
fo loofe that it is eafily pufhed out by a little flick, in the 'fame manner as the pith of 
the elder tree, rafpberry, and blackberry, bulhes. This fumach grows near the enclo- 
fures, round the^feorn-fields, but efpecially on fallow ground. The wood feemed to 
bum well, and made no great crackling in the fire. 

Sept. 20. In the morning we walked in the fields and woods near the town, partly 
for gathering feeds, and partly for gathering plants^ for my herbal, which was our 
principal occupation; and in the autumn of this year, we fent part of our collodion to 
England and Sweden. 

A fpecies of Rhus, which was frequent in the marfhes here, was called the poifo* 
tree by both Englilh and Swedes. Some of the former gave it the name of fwamp- 
fumacn, and my countrymen gave it the fame name. Dr. Linnams in liis botanical 
works calls it Rhus Vernix. Sp. pi. r. 3R0. Flor. Virgin. 45. An incifion being 
made into the tree, a whitifh yellow juice, which has a naufeous finell, comes out be¬ 
tween the bark and the wood. This tree is not known for its good qualities, but great¬ 
ly fo for the effed of its poifon, which though it is noxious to fome people, yet does 
not in the leaft affed others. And therefore one perfon can handle the tree as he 
pleafes, cut it, peel off its bark, rub it or the wood upon his hands, fmell at it, fpread 
the juice upon his fkin, and make more experiments, with no inconvenience to himfelf; 
another perfon, on the contrary, dares not meddle with the tree while its wood is frefh, 
nor can he venture to touch a hand which has handled it, nor even to expofe himfelf to 
the fmoke of a fire which i$ made with this wood, without foon feeling its bad effeds; 
for the face, the hands, and frequently the whole body, fwellsexceffively, and is afleded 
with a very acute pain. Sometimes bladders or blifters arife in great plenty, and make 
the fick perfon look as if he was infeded by a leprofy. In fome people the external 
thin (kin, or cuticle, peels off in a few days,’as is the cafe when a perfon has fealded or 
burnt any part of his body. Nay, the nature of fome perfons will not even allow them 
to approach the place where the tree grows, or to expofe themfelves to the wind, when 
it carries the effluvia or exhalations of this tree with % without letting them feel the in¬ 
convenience of the fwelling, which I have j uft now deferibed. Their eyes are fometimes 
lhut up for one, or two and more days together, by the fwelling. I know two blethers. 
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one of whom could without danger handle this tree in what manner he pleafed, whereas 
the other could not come near it without fwelling. A perfon fometimes does not know 
that hehas touched this poifonous plant, or that he has been near it, before his face and 
hands (hew it by their fwelling. 1 have known old people who were more afraid of this 
m tree than of a viper; and I was acquainted with a perfon who, merely by the noxious ex¬ 
halations of it, was fwelled to fuch a degree that he was as ftiff as a log of wood, and 
was turned about in his bed. 

On relating, in the winter of the year 1750, the poifonous qualities of the fwamp 
fumach to my Y ungftroem, he only laughed, and looked upon the whole as a fable, 
in which opinion he was confirmed by his having often handled the tree the autumn 
before, cut many branches of it, which he had carried for a good while in his hand, 
in order to preserve its feeds, and put many into the herbals, and all this Without 
feeling the lead inconvenience. lie would therefore, being a kind of philofopher in 
his own way, take nothing for granted of which he had no fufficient proofs, efpecially 
aarhe had* his own experience in the dimmer of the year 1749, to fupport the contrary 
opinion. But in the next fummer his fyftem of philofophy was overturned, for his 
hands fwelled, and he felt a violent pain and itching in his eyes, as foon as he touched 
the tree, and this inconvenience not only attended him when he meddled with this kind 
of fumach, but even when he had any thing to do with the rhus radicans, or that 
fpecics of famach wiiich climbs along the trees, and is not by far fo poifonous as the 
former. By this adventure he was fo convinced of the power of the poifon tree, that 
I could not eafily perfuade him to gather more feeds of it for me. Blit he not only felt 
the noxious efle&s of it in dimmer, when he was very hot, but even in winter, when 
both he and the wood were cold. Hence it appears, that though a perfon be fecured 
againft the power of this poifon.l'or forne time, yet, that in length of time, he may be 
affe&ed with it, as well as people of a weaker conftitution. * 

1 have likewife tried experiments of every kind with the poifon tree on myfelf. I 
have fpread its juice upon my hands, cut and broke its branches, peeled off its bark, 
and rubbed my hands with it, froelt at it, carried pieces of it in my bare hands, and 
repeated all this frequently without feeling the baneful effects fo commonly annexed 
to it; but I however once experienced that the poifon of the fumach was not entirely 
without effect upon me. On a hot day in dimmer, as I was in dime degree of perfpi- 
ration, I cut a branch of the tree, and carried it in my hand for about half an hour 
together, and fmclt at it now and then. I felt no effects from it till in the everting ; 
but next morning I awoke with a violent itching of my eye-lids, and the parts there¬ 
abouts ; and this was fo painful, that I could hardly keep my hands from it. It ccafed 
after I had waftied my eyes for a w hile with very cold water; but my eye-lids were 
very ftiff all that day; at night the itching returned; and in the morning as I awoke, 
I felt it as ill as the morning before, and I ufed the fame remedy againft it. However* 
it continued almoft for a whole week together, and my eyes were very red, and my 
eye-lids were with difficulty moved during all that time. My pain ccafed entirely 
afterwards. About the fame time, I had lpread the juice of the tree very thick upon 
my hand. * Three days after they occafioned blifters, which foon went off without 
affe&ing me much. 1 have not experienced any thing more of the effe&s of this p lan t-, 
nor had I any defire fo to do. However, I found that it could not exert its power upon 
me when I was not perfpiring. 

I haye never heard that the poifon of this fumach has been mortal; but the pa»*n 
ceafes after a few days duration. The natives formerly made their flutes of this tree, 
becaufe it has a great deal of pith. Sqpae people allured me, that a perfon fullering 
* - 3 r a from. 
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from itsnoifome exhalations, would eafily recover by fpreacling a mixture of the wood 
burnt to charcoal, and hog’s lard, upon the fwelled parts. Some afferted that they 
had really tried this remedy. In fome places this tree is rooted out, on purpofe that its 
poifon may not affeft the workmen. 

I received, as a prefent, fevcral curiofities belonging to the mineral kingdom, which, 
were colle&ed in the country. The following were jhofe which were mod worth 
attention. The fird was a white and quite tranfparent chrydal*. Mpny of this kind 
are found in Penfylvania, in fevers 1 kinds of done, efpccially in a pale-grey limeftone. 
The pieces are of the thicknefs and length of the little finger, and commonly as tranf¬ 
parent as poffihle. But I havelikewife got cryftals. here, of the length of a foot, and 
of the thicknefs of a middle-fized man’s leg. They were not fo tranfparent as the 
former. 

The cubic pyrites of Bifhop Browallius f, was of a very regular texture ; but its 
cubes were different in fize, for in foine of the cubes the planes of the fides only 
amounted to a quarter of an inch, but in the biggeft cubes they were full two incHtes. 
Some were exceedingly glittering, fo that it was very eafy to be perceived that they 
confided of fulphureous pyrites ; but in fome, one or two fides only glittered fo well, 
and the others were dark-brown. Yetjapd of thefe marcafites had this fame colour 
on all the fides. On breaking them i|||r Ihewed the pure pyrites. They are found 
near Lancader in this province, and fometimes lie quite above the ground ; but com¬ 
monly they are found at the depth of eight ^et or more from the furface of the ground, 
on digging wells and the like. Mr. Heffeltus had feveral pieces of this kind of done, 
which he made ufe of in his work. He fird burnt them, then pounded or ground them 
to a powder, and at lad rubbed thelm dill finer in the ufual way ; and this afforded him 
a fine reddiih-brown colour. 

Few black pebbles areYound in this province, which on die other hand, yields many 
kinds of marble, efpccially a white one, with pale-grey blunh fpots, which is found in 
a quarry at the didance of a fewEngliih miles from Philadelphia, and is very good for 
working, though it is not one of the fined kind of marbles. They make many tomb- 
ftones and tables, enchafe chimneys and doors, floors of marble flags in the rooms, 
and the like, of this kind of marble. A quantity of this commodity is (hipped to dif¬ 
ferent parts of America. 

Mufcovy glafs J is found in many places hereabouts, and fome pieces of it are pretty 
large, and as fine as thofe which are brought from Ruflia. I have feen fome of them 
which were a foot and more in length ; and I have feveral in my collection that are 
nearly nine inches fquare. The Swedes on their fird arrival here made their windows 
of this native g lafs. 

A pale grey fine limeftone §, of a compaCt texture, lies in many places hereabouts, 
and affords a fine lime. Some pieces of it -are fo full of fine tranfparent crydals, that 

* Nitrum cryftallus montana, Linn. Syft. Nat. 3. p. 84. Cryftallus hexagona pellucida non colorata, 
Wallcriuit’s Mineralogy, p. 100. Cry ft alius montana, colourlefs cryftal. Fortier's Introd. to Mine- 
alogy, p. 13. 

t Pyrites cryflallinus, Linn. Syft. Nat. 3. p. 113. Marcliafitae hexacdricae teflelares. ■» Walkrius’s 
Mineralogy, p. 211. Marcafite, vel cryftalli pyritacei, Marcafites. Forfter’s Introd. to Mineralogy, 
P- 39 . - 

| Mica membranacea, Linn. Syft. Nat. 3. p; 58. Mica membranacea pellucidiffima Jkxilis alba. Wal- 
erius's Min. p.120. Ruffian glafs, Mufcovy gkfs, ifinglafs, Viirum ruthcnicum, Vitrum Mari*. For- 
ler'a-jtntrod. to Mineralogy, p. 18. , 

yMarwor-rude, Linn. Syft. Nab 3. 0.41. Calcareus particulisfcintillsntibus, Wall. Min, p. 39. Cal- 
aretts fcmtillaBl^ glittering limeftone. Forfter’s Intrp^to Mineralogy, p. 9. 
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almoft half of the ftone confifts of nothing elfe. But befides this limeftone, theymake 
lime near the fea-lhore from oyfter fhells, and bring it to town in winter, which isfajd 
to be worfe for mafonry, but better for white-waflung than that which is got from the 
limeftone., . H> . 

Coals have not yet been found in Penfylvania, but people pretend to have feen them 
higher up in the country amollg the natives. Many people however agree that they are 
met with in great quantity more to the north, near Cape Breton *. 

The ladies make wine from foine of the fruits of the land. They principally take 
ftwhite and red currants for that purpofc, fince the flirubs of this land are very plentiful 
in the gardens, and fucceed very well. An old failor, who had frequently been ; in 
Newfoundland, told me that red currants grew wild in that country in great quantity. 
They likewife make a wine of ftrawberries, which grow in great plenty in the woods," 
but are fourer than the Svrcdifh ones. The Amlrican blackberries, or rubus occiden¬ 
tal's, arc likewife made ufe of for this purpofe, for they grow every where about the 
fields, almoft as abundantly as thirties in Sweden, and have a very agreeable tafte. In 
Maryland a wine is made of the wild grapes, which grow in the woods of that province. 
Rafpberries and cherries which are planted on .purpofe, and taken groat care of, like¬ 
wife afford 4 very fine wine. It is unn«4j|l to give ai * account of the manner of 
making the currant wine,* for in Sweden tfiPart is in higher perfection than in North 
America. 

Sept. 2t ft. The common privet, orliguftrum vulgare, Linn, grows among the 
bulhes in thickets and woods; but I cannot determine whether it belongs to the indi¬ 
genous plants, or to thofe which the Englilh havq, introduced, the fruits of which the ■ 
birds may have difperfed every where. The enclofures and pales are generally made 
here of wooden planks and polls; but a few good ceconomiljs, having already thought 
of fparing the woods for future times, have begun to plant quick-hedges round their 
fields; and to this purpofe they take the above-mentioned privet, which they plant in a 
little bank, which is thrown up for it. The foil every where hereabouts is a clay mixed 
with fand, and of courfc very loofe. The privet-hedges however, are only adapted to 
the tamenefs of the cattle and other animals here; for the hogs all have a triangular 
yoke about their necks, and the other cattle are not very unruly. But in fuch places 
where the cattle break through the enclofures, hedges of this kind would make but a 
poor defence. The people who live in the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, are obliged 
to keep their hogs enclofed. 

In the afternoon, I rode with Mr. Cock to his country feat, about dine miles from 
the town, to the north-weft. 

The country on both fides of the road was covered with a great foreft. The trefes 
were all with annual leaves, and I did not fee a Angle fir or pine. Moft of the trees 
were different forts of oak; but we likewife law chefmit, walnut, locuft, and apple 
trees, with hiccory, blackberry bulhes, and the like. The ground ccafed to be fo 
even as it was before, and began to look more like the Englilh ground, diverfified 
with hills and vallies. We found neither mountains nor great ftones, and the wood 
was fo much thinned, and the ground fo uniformly even, that we could fee a great 
.way between the trees, under which we rode without any inconvenience, for there 

* This baa been confirmed, fince Cape Breton is in tbe hands of the Engliih; and it is reported that 
the ftrata of coals run through the whole ifle, and fome balfet out to-day near the fea-lhorr, fo that this 
ifle will afford immenfe tteafures of coals, when the government will find it convenient to have thou dug* 
foi the benefit of the nation. F. 
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were no bulhesto flop us. In fome places, where the foil was thrown. up, We faw 
fome little ftones of that kind of which the houfes here are fo generally built. I intend 
to defcribe them in the fequd. 

As we went on in the wood, we continually faw, at moderate diftances, little fields 
which had been cleared of the wood. Each of thefe was a farm. Thefe forms were 
commonly very pretty, and a walk of trees frequently le&from them to the high-road. 
The houfes were all built of brick, or of the ftone which is here commonly met with. 
Every countryman, even though he were the pooreft peafant, had an orchard with 
apples, peaches, chefnuts, walnuts, cherries, quinces, "and fuch fruits, and fbmetimes 
we faw the vines climbing along them. The vallies were frequently provided with 
little brooks which contained a cryltal ftream. The corn, on the fides of ’the road, 
was almoft all mown, and no other grain befides maize and buckwheat was ftanding. 
The former was to be met with near e&ch farm, in greater or Idler quantities; it grew 
very well and to a great length, the ftalks being from fix to ten feet high, and covered 
with fine green leaves. Buckwheat like wife, was not very uncommon, and in fome 
places the people were beginning to reap it. I intend, in thefequel, to be more par¬ 
ticular about the qualities and ufe of thefe kinds of corn. 

After a ride of fix Englifh miles, we came to Germantown ; this town has only one 
ftreet, but is near two. Englilh miles long. It is for the grcafdt part inha6ited by Ger¬ 
mans, who from time to time come from their country to North America, and fettle 
here, becaufe they enjoy fuch privileges, as they are not poffdTed of any where elfe. 
Moft of the inhabitants are manufacturers, and make almoft every thing in fuch quan¬ 
tity and perfection, that in a fhort time this province will want very little from Eng¬ 
land, its mother country. Moft of the houfes were built of the ftone which is mixed 
with glimmer, and found every where towards Philadelphia, but is more fcarce further 
on. Several houfes however were made of brick. They were commonly two ftories 
high, and fometimes higher. The roofs confided of Ihingles of the white cedar wood. 
Their fhape refembled that of the roofs in Sweden, but the angles they formed at the 
top were either obtufe, right angled, or acute, according as the hopes were fteep or 
eafy. They fometimes formed either the half of an oCtagon, or the half of a do¬ 
decagon. 

Many of the roofs were made in fuch a manner that they could be walked upon, 
having a baluftrade round them. Many of the upper ftories had balconies before 
them, from whence the people had a profpecl into the ftreet. The windows* even 
tbofe in the third ftory, had fliutters. Each houfe had a fine garden. The town had 
three churches, one for the Lutherans, another for the Reformed Proteftants, and the 
third for the Quakers. The inhabitants were fo numerous, that the ftreet was always 
lull. The Baptifts have likewife a meeting-houfe. 

Sept. 2 2d. After I had been at church, I employed the remainder of the day in 
converfing with the moft confiderable people in town, who had lived here for a long 
while, and I enquired into the curiofities hereabouts. 

Mr. Cock had a fine fpring near his houfe; it came from a fandy hill, and afforded 
water enough conftantly to fill a little brook. Juft above this fpring Mr.*Cock 
had ere&ed a building from thofe above-mentioned glittering ftones, into which were 
put many jugs and other earthern veffels full of milk: for it kept very well in cold 
water during the great heat with which the fummer is attended here. '. * 

I afterwards met with many houfes which were fituated like this, on fprings, and 
therefore were deftined to keep the meat and milk frelh. 

Almoft all the enclofures round the corn-fields and meadows hereabouts, nnere made^ 
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xjf planks fattened in a horizontal direction. I only perceived a hedge of privet in one 
Angle place. The enclofures were not made like ours; for the people here take pofts 
from four to fix feet in height, and make two or three holes into them, fo that thefe 
was a diftance of two feet and above between them. Such a poft does the fame fer- 
vice as two, and fometimes three poles are fcarce Efficient. The polls were fattened 
in the ground, at two or tlu$e fathoms diftance from each other, and the holes hi 
them kept up the planks, which were nine inches, and fometimes a foot broad, and 
lay above each other from one poft to the next. Such an enclofure therefore looked 
at a diftance like the hurdles in which we cnclofe the fheep at night in Sweden. They 
were really no clofer than hurdles, being only deftined to keep out the greater animals, 
fuch as caws and horfes. The hogs are kept near the farm-houfes every where about 
Philadelphia, and therefore this enclofure does not need to be made clofer on their 
account. Chefnut-trees were commonly made,, ufe of for this purpofe, becaufe this 
wood keeps longeft againft putrefaftion; and an enclofure made of it can Hand for 
thirty years together. But where no chefnut wood was to be got, the white and likewife 
black oaks were taken for that purpofe. Of all kinds of wood, that of the red cedar 
holds out the longeft. The greateft quantity of it is bought up here ; for near Phi¬ 
ladelphia it is not plentiful enough to be tpadc ufe of for enclosures; however, 
there are many enclofures near the town made if this wood. 

The beft wood for fuel,* in every body’s opinion, 1! the hiccory, or a fpecies of wal¬ 
nut ; for it heats well, but is not good for enclofures, fincc it cannot well 
withftand putrefaflion when it is in the open air. The white and black 
oaks arc next in goodnefs for fuel. The woods with which Philadelphia is 
furrounded, would lead one to conclude, that fuel mail be cheap there. But it 
is far from being fo, becaufe > thc great and high foreft near the town is the pro¬ 
perty of fome people of quality and fortune, who do not regard the money which they 
could make of them. They do not fell fo much as they require for their own ufe, ana 
much lefs would they fell it toothers. But they leave the trees for times to come, expect¬ 
ing that wood will become much more fcarce. However, they fell it to joiners, coach 
makers, and other artifts, who pay exorbitantly for it. For a quantity of hiccory of 
eight feet in length, and four in depth, and the pieces being likewife four feet long, 
they paid at prefent eighteen (hillings of Penfylvanian currency. But the fame quan¬ 
tity of oak only came to twelve {hillings. The people who came at prefent to fell 
wood in the market were peafants, who lived at a great diftance from the town. Every 
body complained that fuel, in the fpace of a few years, was rifen in price to many times 
as much again as it had been ; and to account for this, the following rcafons were 
given: the town is increafed to fuch a degree, as to be four or fix times bigger arid 
more populous than what fome old people have known it to be, when they were 
young. Many brick-kilns have been made hereabouts, which require a great quantity 
of wood. The country is likewife more cultivated than it ufed to be, and confequcntly, 
great woods have bgen cut down for that purpofe, and the farms built in thofC places 
likewife confume a quantity of wood. Laftly, they melt iron out of the ore, in feveral 
places about the town, and this work always goes on without interruption. For thefe 
reafoiii it is concluded, in future times, Philadelphia will be obliged to pay a great price 
for wood- 

The wine of blackberries, which has a very fine tafte, is made in the following man¬ 
ner. ‘The juice of the blackberries is preffed out and put into a veffel, with half a 
gallon of this juice, an equ&l quantity of water is well mixed. Three pounds of brown ^ 
wear ar&added to this mixture, which mutt then ftand for a while, and after that it is 

fit 
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fit for ufe. Cherry tyine is made in the fame manner ; but care triad be taken- that 
when the juice is preffed out, the ftones be not crufhed, for they give the wine a bad 
tafte. 

They make brandy from peaches here, after the following method: the fruit is cut 
afunder, and the-ftones arc taken out; the pieces of fruit arc then put into a veffel, 
where they are left for three weeks or a month, till they are quite putrid; they are 
then put into a diftilling veffel, and the brandy is made and afterwards diftilied over 
again. This brandy is not good for people who have a more refined tafte, but it is qply 
for the common kind of people, fuch as workmen and the like. 

Apples yield a brandy, when prepared in the fame manner as the peaches. But 
for this purpofe thofe apples are chiefly taken which fall from the tree before they 
are ripe. 

The American night-fhade, or phytolacca decandra, Linn. S. N. grows abundantly 
near the farms, on' the high road, in hedges aud bufhes, and in feveral places in the 
fields. Whenever I came to any of thefe places I was lure of finding this plant in 
great abundance. Moft of them had red berries, which greWun bunches, and looked 
very tempting, though they were not at all fit for eating. Some of thefe plants were yet 
in flower. Infqpie places, fuch as in the hedges, and near the houfes, they fometimes 
grow two fathoms high, but in th$ fields were always low; yet I could no where per¬ 
ceive that the cattle had eaten of it. A German of this place, who was a confe&ioacr, 
told me, that the dyers gathered the roots of this plant and made a fine red dye of them. 

Here are feveral fpecies of fquirrels. The ground fquirrels, or feiurus ftriatus 
Linn. S. N. are commonly kept in cages, becaufe they are very pretty ; but they cannot 
be entirely tamed. The greater fquirrels, or feiurus cinereusj Linn. S. N. frequently 
do a great deal of mifehief in the plantations, but particularly deftroy the maize. For 
they climb up the ftalks, cut the cars in pieces, and eat only the loofe and fweet kernel, 
which lies quite in the infide. They fometimes cotne by hundreds upon a inaize-field, 
and then deftroy the whole crop of a countryman in one night. In Maryland therefore 
every one is obliged annually to bring four fquirrels, and their heads are given to the 
furveyor, to prevent deceit. In otherprovinces every body that kills fquirrels received two¬ 
pence a-piece for them from the public, on delivering the heads. Their flefli is eaten 
and reckoned a dainty. Thefkins are fold, but arc not much cflectned. Squirrels are 
the chief food of the rattle-fnakerftond other fnakes ; and it was a common fancy with 
the people hereabouts, that when the rattle-fnake lay on the ground, and fixed its eyes 
upon a fquirrel, the latter would be as it were fafeinatod, and that though it were on 
_tlm uppermoft branches of a tree, yet it would come down by degrees, till it leaped 
inro the fnake’s mouth. The fnake then licks the little animal feveral times, and 
makes it wet all over with its fpittle, that it may go down the throat eaficr. It then 
fwallows the whole fquirrel at once. When the fnake has made fuch a good meal, it 
lies down to reft without any concern. 

The quadruped, which Dr. Linnaeus, in the Memoirs of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences, has deferibed by the name of urfus cauda elongata, and which he calls urfus 
lotor, in his Syftema Naturae, is here called raccoon. It is found very frequently, and de- 
ftroys manychickens. It is hunted by dogs; and when it runs upon a tree to fave itTclf, a 
man climbs upon the tree after it and lhakes it down to the ground, where the dogs kill 
it; The flelh is eaten, and is reputed to tafte well. The bone of its male parts, is^ade 
. ufeof for a tobacco-ftopper. The hatters purchafe their fkins, and make hats out of the 
hair, which are next in goodnefs to beavers. The tail is worn round the neck in winter, 
and therefore is likewife valuable. The racco'on is frequently the food of fnakeaL 

n ^ Seme 
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Some afferted that near the river Potomack in Virginia, a great quantity 

of oyfter-lhells here to be met with, and that they themfelves mid feen whole moun- 
tains of them. The place where they are found is faid to be about two Englilh miles 
diftant from the fea-lhore. The proprietor of that ground burns lime out of them. 
This ftratum of oyfter-lhells is two fathoms and more deep. Such quantities of Ihells 
havehkewife been found in other places, efpecially in New York, on digging in the 
ground, and in one place, at the diftance of fome Englilh miles from the fea, a vaft 
quantity of oyfter-lhells, and of other Ihells, was found. Some people conjeftured that 
thPnatives had formerly lived in that place, and had left the Ihells of the oyfters which 
they had confumed, in fuch great heaps. But others could not conceive how it hap¬ 
pened th?t they were thrown in fuch immenfe quantities all into one place. 

Every one is of opinion that the American favages were a very good-natured people, 
if they were not attacked. Nobody is fo ftri& in keeping his word as a favage. If 
any one of their allies come to vifit them, they Ihew him more kindnefs, and greater 
endeavours to ferve him, than he could have expedted from his own countrymen. 
Mr. Cock gave me the following relation, as a proof of their integrity. About two 
years ago an Englilh merchant travelling among!! the favages, in order to fell them 
neceflanes, and to buy other goods, was fecretly killed, without the murderer’s being 
found out. But about a year after, the lavages found out the guilty perfon among!! 
themfelves. They immediately took him up, bound his hands on his back, and thus 
fent him with a guard to the governor at Philadelphia, and fent him word, that they 
could no longer acknowledge this wretch (who had been fo wicked towards an Englilh- 
,nan) as their countryman, and therefore would have nothing more to do with him, 
and that they delivered him up to the governor, to be punilhed for his villany as the 
laws of England direft. This Indian was afterwards hanged at Philadelphia. 

Their good natural parts are’ proved by the following account, which many people 
have given me as a true one. When they fend their ambafladors to the Englilh colo¬ 
nies, in order to fettle things of confcquence with the governor, they fit down on the 
ground, as focm as they come to his audience, and hear with great attention the 
governor’s demands, which they are to make an anfwer to. His demands are fometimes 
many ; yet they have only a flick in their hand, and make their marks on it with a 
knife, without writing any thing elfe down. But when they return the next day to 
give in their refolutions, they anfwer all the governor’s articles in the fame order in 
which he delivered them, without leaving one out, or changing the order; and give 
fuch accurate anfwers, as if they had an account of them at full length in writing. 

Mr. Sleidorn related another ftory, which gave me great pleafure. He faid he hjd 
been at New York, and had found a venerable old American favage amonglt fcveral 
others in an inn. This old man began to talk with Sleidorn as foon as the liquor was 
getting the better of his head, and boafted that he could write and read in Englilh. 
Sleidorn therefore defired leave to alk a queftion, which the old man readily granted. 
Sleidorn then alked him, whether he knew who was firft circumcifed ? and the old man 
immediately anfwered. Father Abraham 5 but at the fame time alked leave to propofe 
a queftion in his turn, which Sleidorn granted} the old man then faid, who was the 
firft qhaker ? Sleidorn faid it was uncertain, that fome took one perfon for it, and fome 
another; but the cunning old fellow told him, you are miftaken, fir; Mordecai was 
the firft quaker, for he would not take off his hat to Haman. Many of the lavages, 
who &e yet heathens, are faid to have fome obfeure notion of the deluge. But I am 
convinced, from my own experience, that they are not at all acquainted with it. 
vat* 30 I met 
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I met with people here who maintained that giants had formerly lived in thefe parts, 
and the following particulars confirmed them in this opinion. A few years ago fome 
people digging in the ground, met with a grave which contained human bones of an 
aftonifhing fize. The tibia is faid to have been fourteen feet long, and the os femoris 
to have meafured as much. The teeth are likewife faid to have been of a fize pro¬ 
portioned to the reft. But more bones of this kind have not yet been found. Perfons 
{killed in anatomy, who hare feen thefe bones, have declared that they were human 
bones. One of the teeth has been fent to Hamburgh, to a perfon who colle&ed natural 
curiofities. Among the favages, in the neighbourhood of the place where the bmtes 
were found, there is an account handed down through many generations from fathers to 
children, that in this neighbourhood, on the banks of a river, there lived a .very tall 
and ftrong man, in ancient times, who carried the people over the river on his back, 
and waded in the water, though it was very deep. Every body to whom he did this 
fcrvice gave him fome maize, fome {kins of animals, or the like. In fine, he got his 
livelihood by this means, and was, as it were, the ferryman of thofe who wanted to pafs 
the river. * 

The foil here confifts for the greateft part of fand, which is more or lefs mixed with 
clay. Both the fand and the clay are of the colour of pale bricks. To judge by ap¬ 
pearance the ground was none of the beft ; and this conjecture was verified by the 
inhabitants of the country. When a corn-field has been obliged to bear the fame kind 
of com for three years together, it does not after that produce any thing at all, if it be 
not well manured, or fallowed for fome years. Manure is very difficult to be got, 
and therefore people rather leave the field uncultivated. In that interval it is covered 
with all forts of plants and trees; and the countryman, in the meanwhile, cultivates a 
piece of ground which has till then been fallow, or he chufes a part of the ground 
which has never been ploughed before, and he can in both cales be pretty fure of a 
plentiful crop. This method can here be ufed with great convenience ; for the foil 
is Ioofe, fo that it can eafily be ploughed, and every countryman has commonly a great 
deal of land for his property. The cattle here are neither houfed in winter, nor 
tended in the fields, and for this reafon they cannot gather a fufficient quantity of 
dung. 

The cattle were originally brought from Europe. The natives have never had any, 
and at prefent, few of them care to get any. But the cattle degenerate by degrees here, 
and become fmaller j for the cows, horfes, lheep, and hogs, are all larger in England, 
though thofe which are brought over are of that breed. But the firlt generation de- 
creafes a little, and the third and fourth is of the fame fize with the cattle already com¬ 
mon here. The climate, the foil, and the food, altogether contribute their {hare 
towards producing this change. 

It is remarkable that the inhabitants of the country, commonly fooner acquire 
underftanding, but likewife grow fooner old than the people intEurope. It is nothing 
uncommon to fee little children giving fprightly and ready anfwers to queftions that 
are propofed to them, fo that they feem to have as much underftanding as old men. 
But they do not attain to fuch an age as the Europeans; and it is almoft an unheard of 
thing, that a perfon bom in this country, fhould live to be-eighty or ninety yearsfof 
age. . But I only fpeak of the Europeans that fettled here ; for the favages:, or firft 
inhabitants, frequently attained a great age, though at prefent fuch examples are 
uncommon, which is chiefly attributed to the great ufe of brandy, which the ftHagcs 
. have learnt of the Europeans; Thofe who are born in Europe attain a greater age here 
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' than thofe who are bom here of European parents. In the laft war it plainly appeared 
that thefe new Americans were by far lefs hardy than the Europeans in expeditions, 
fieges, and long fea-voyages, and died in numbers. It is very difficult for them to ufe 
themfelves to a climate different from their own. The women ceafe bearing children 
fooner than in Europe. They feldom or nevgf r have children after they are forty or 
forty-five years old, and fome leave off in the thirtieth year of their age. I enquired" 
into the caufes of this, but no one could give me a good one. Some faid it was owing 
to tjjie affluence in which the people live here. Some afcribed it to the inconftancy and 
changeablcnefs of the weather, and believed that there hardly was a country on earth 
in which the weather changes fo often in a day as it does here. For if it were ever fo 
hot, one could not be certain whether in twenty-four hours there would not be a piercing 
cold; nay, fotnetimes the weather will change five or fix times a day. 

The trees in this country have the fame qualities as its inhabitants. For the Ihips 
which are built of American wood, are by no means equal in point of ftrength, 
to thofe which are built in Europe. This is what nobody attempts to contradict. 
When a fit ip, which is built here, has ferved eight or twelve years, it is worth little; 
and if one is to be met with which has been in ufe longer, and is yet ferviceable, it is 
reckoned very aftonifliing. It is difficult to find out the caufes from whence this 
happens. Some lay the fault to the badnefs of the wood; others condemn the method 
of building the Ihips, which is to make them of trees which are yet green and have had 
no time to dry. i believe both caufes are joined, for I found oak, which at the utmoft 
had been cut down about twelve years, and was covered by a hard bark ; but upon 
taking oil this bark, the wood below it was almofl: entirely rotten, and like flour, fo that 
I could rub it into powder between my fingers. How much longer will not our 
European oak {land before it moulders! 

At night we returned to Philadelphia. 

Sept. 23d. Their are no hares in this country, but fome animals which are a medium 
between our hares and rabbits, and make a great devaftation whenever they get into 
fields of cabbages and turnips. 

Many people have not been able to find out why the North American plants, which 
are carried to Europe and planted there, for thegreateft part flower fo late, and do not 
get ripe fruit before the froft overtakes them, although it appears from fevcral accounts 
of travels, that the winters in Penfylvania, and more fo thofe in New' York, New 
England, and Canada, are full as fevere as our Swediffl winters, and therefore are 
much feverer than thofe which are felt in England. Several men of judgment charged 
me for this reafon to examine and enquire into this phenomenon with all poflible 
care. But I fhaU, inftead of an anfwer rather give a few remarks which I made upon 
the climate and upon the plants of North America, and leave my readers at liberty 
to draw the conclufions. 

1. It is true, that the winters in Penfylvania, and much more thofe in the more 
northern provinces, are frequently as fevere as our Swedifh winters, and much colder 
than the Englilh ones, or thofe of the fouthern parts of Europe. For I found at 
Philadelphia, which is above twenty degrees more foutherly than feveral provinces in 
Sweden, that the thermometer of profeflbr Celfius fell twenty-four degrees below .the 
freezing point in winter. Yet I was aflured that the winters I fpent here were none 
of the coldeft, but only common ones, which I could likewife conclude from the 
Delaware’s not being frozen ftrong enough to bear a carriage at Philadelphia during 
my flay, though this often happens. On confidering the breadth of the river, which 
1 have already mentioned in my defcription.of Philadelphia, and the difference between 

30a high 
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high and low water, which is eight Englifh feet; it will pretty plainly appftar, that a 
very intenfe froft is required to cover the Delaware with fuch thick ice. 

a. But it is likewife true, that though the winters are fevere here, yet they are 
commonly of no long duration} and I can juftly fay, that they do not continue above 
two months, and fometimes even lefs at Philadelphia j and it is fomething very 
uncommon when they continue for three months together, infomuch that it is put into 
the gazettes. Nearer the pole the winters are fomewhat longer, and in the quite 
northern parts they are as long as the Swedifh winters. The daily meteorological 
obfervations which I have made during my ftay in America, and which are annexed to 
this work, will give more light in this matter. 

3. The heat in fummer is exceflive, and without intermiflion. I own I have fecn 
the thermometer rife,to nearly the fame degree at Aobo in Finland. But the 
difference is, that when the thermometer of profeffor Celfius rofe to thirty degrees 
above the freezing point, once in two or three fummers at Aobo, the fame thermo¬ 
meter did not only, for three months together, Hand at the fame degree, but even 
fometimes rofe higher, not only in Penfylvania, but likewife in New York, Albany, 
and a great part of Canada. During the fummers which I fpent at Philadelphia, the 
thermometer has two or three times rifen to thirty-fix degrees above the freezing 
point. It may therefore with great certainty be faid, that in Penfylvania, the greateft 
part of April,- the whole of May, and all the following mdnths till October, are like 
‘our Swedifh months of June and July. So exceflive and continued a heat muff cer¬ 
tainly have very great effects. I here again refer to my meteorological obfervations. 
It muft likewife be aferibed to the effe&s of this heat that the common melons, the 
water melons, and the pumpions of different forts, arc fown in the fields without any 
bells or the like put over them, and yet are ripe as early as July; further, that cherries 
are ripe at Philadelphia about the 25th of May, and £hat in Penfylvania the wheat is 
frequently reaped in the middle of June. 

4. The whole of September, and half, if not the whole of October, are the finpft 
months in Penfylvania ; for the preceding ones are too hot. But thefe reprefent our 
July and half of Auguft. The greateft part of the plants are in flower in September, 
and many do not begin to open their flowers before the latter end of this month. I 
make no doubt that the goodnefs of the feafon, which is enlivened by a clear fky and 
a tolerable hot fun-flunc, greatly contributes towards this laft effort of Flora. Yet 
though thefe plants come out fo late, they are quite ripe before the middle of October. 
But I am not able to account for their coming up fo late in autumn ; and 1 rather afk, 
why do not the centaurea jacea, the gentians, amarella, and centaurium of Lin¬ 
naeus, and the common golden rod, or l'olidago virgaurca, flower before the end of 
fummer ? or why do the common noble liverwort, or anemone hepatica, the wild 
violets (viola martia, Linn.) the mezereon (daphne mezereum, Linn.) and other 
plants fhew their flowers fo eariy in fpring ? ;It has pleafed the Almighty Creator 
to give to them this difpoiiuun. The weather at Philadelphia during thefe months 
is ftiewn by my meteorological tables. I have taken the greateft care in my obferva¬ 
tions, and have always avoided putting the thermometer into any place where the fun 
could fhine upon it, or where he had before heated the wall by his beams; fo# in 
thofe cafes my obfervations would certainly not have been exadt. The weather during 
our September and O&ober is too well known to want an explanation. * 

c. However 

* 

• The Englifh reader, who is perhaps not fo well acquainted with the weather of the Swedifh autumn, 
may form an idea of it, by having recourfe to the Cakndarium Florae, or the botanical and ceconomical 

almanack 
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5. However there are fome fpontaneous plants in Penfylvania, which do not every 
year bring their feeds to maturity before the cold begins. To thefe belong fome fpecies 
of gentiana, of afters, and others. But in thefe too the wifdomof the Creator has 
wifely ordered every thing in its turn. For altnoft all the plants which have the quality 
of flowering fo late in autumn, are perennial, or fuch as, though they have no feed to 
propagate themfelves, can revive by (hooting hew branches and ftalks from the fame 
root every year. But perhaps a natural caufe may be given to account for the late 
growth of thefe plants. Before the Europeans came into this country, it was inhabited 
by lavage nations, who pra&ifcd agriculture but little, or not at all, and chiefly lived 
upon hunting and fifhing. The woods, therefore, have never been meddled with, ex¬ 
cept that fometimes a fmall part was deftroyed by fire. The accounts which we have 
of the firft landing of the Europeans here, Ihew that they found the country all over 
covered with thick forefts. * From hence it follows, that, excepting the higher trees, 
and the plants which grow in the water or near the fhore, the reft mull, for the great- 
eft part, have been obliged to grow, perhaps for a thoufand years together, in a made, 
either below or between the trees, and they therefore naturally belong to thofe which 
are only peculiar to woody and lhady places. The trees in this country drop their leaves 
in fuch quantities in autumn, that the ground is covered with them to the depth of four 
or five inches. Thefe leaves lie a good while in the next fummer before they moulder, 
and this mull of courfe hinder the growth of the plants which are underuhe trees, at the 
fame time depriving them of the few rays of the fun, which can come down to them 
through the thick leaves at the top of the trees. Thefe caufes joined together make 
fuch plants flower much later than they would otherwife do. May it not therefore be 
faid, that in fo many centuries thefe plants had at laft contra&ed a habit of coming up 
very late, and that it would now require a great fpace of time to make them lofe this 
habit, and ufe them to quicken their growth ? 

Sept. 24th. Wc employed this whole day in gathering the feeds of plants of all 
kinds, and in putting fcarce plants into the herbal. 

Sept. 25th. Mr. Helfelius made me a prefent of a little piece of petrified wood, 
which was found in the ground here. It was four inches long, one inch broad, and 
three lines thick. It might plainly be feen that it had formerly been wood. For in 
the places where it had been polilhed, ail the longitudinal fibres were eafily diftinguilh- 
able, fo that it might have been taken for a piece of oak which was cut fmooth. My 
piece was part of a ftill greater piece. It was here thought to be petrified hiccory. 
I afterwards got more of it from other people. Mr. Lewis Evans told me, that on the 
boundaries of Virginia, a great petrified block of hiccory had been found in the ground, 
with the bark on it, which was likewife petrified. 

Mr. John Bartratn, an Englilhman, who lives in the country, about four miles from 
Philadelphia, has acquired a great knowledge of natural philofophy and hiftory, and 
feems to be born with a peculiar genius for thefe fciences." In his youth he had no 
opportunity of going to fchool. But by his own diligence and indefatigable application 
he got, without inltruftion, fo far in Latin, as to underftand all Latin books, and even 
thofe which were filled with botanical terms. He has, in feveral fucceffive years* made 
freqgfnt excurfions into different diftant parts of North America, with an intention of 
gathering all forts of plants which are fcarce and little known. Thofe which he found 


almanack of Sweden, in Dr. Linnaeus’s Amcen. Academ. and in Jit. StQlinadcct’t Swcdifh trade, 
tranflated from the Amccn. Acad, ad edition. F. 


* Vide liackluyt’s Colled. Voy. in. 34$. 
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he has planted in his own botanical garden,'and likcwife fent over their feeds or frelh 
roots to England. We owe to him the knowledge of many fcarce plants, which he firft 
found, and which were never known before. He has (hewn great judgment, and an 
attention which lets nothing efcape unnoticed. Yet with all thefe great qualities, he is 
to be blamed for his negligence; for he did not care to write down his numerous and 
ufeful obfervations. His friends at London once obliged him to fend them a (hort 
account of one of his travels, and they were very ready, with a good intention, though 
not with fufficient judgment, to get this account printed. But this book did Mr. 
Bartram more harm than good; for as he is rather backward in writing down what he 
knows, this publication was found to contain but few new obfervations. It would not 
however be doing juftice to Mr. Bartram’s merit, if it were to be judged of by this 
performance. He has not filled it with a thoufandth part of the great knowledge which 
he has acquired, in natural philofophy and hiftory, imperially in x*egard to North 
America. I have often been at a lo(s to think of the fources, from whence he got 
many things which came to his knowledge. I likcwife owe him many things, for he 
poflefled that great quality of communicating every thing he knew. I (hall, therefore, 
in the fequel, frequently mention this gentleman. For I fliould never forgive myfelf 
if I were to omit the name of the firft: inventor, and claim that as my own invention 
which I learnt from another perfon. 

Many mufclc-lhells, or mytili anatini, are to be met with 4 on the north-weft fide of 
the town, in the clay-pits, which were at prefent filled with water from a little brook in 
the neighbourhood. Thefe mufcles feem to have been wafhed into that place by the 
tide, when the water in the brook was high. For thefe clay-pits are not old, but were 
lately made. Poor boys fometimes go out of town, wade in the water, and gather great 
quantities of thefe (hells, which they fell very eafily, they bring reckoned a dainty. 

The Virginian azarole, with a red fruit, or Linnaeus’s crataegus crus galli, is a fpecics 
of hawthorn, and they plant it in hedges, for want of that hawt horn, which is commonly 
ufedfor thispurpofe in Europe. Its berries are red, and of the fame fizc, (hape, and 
tafte, with thofeof our hawthorn. Yet this tree does not feem to make a good hedge, 
for its leaves were already fallen, whilft other trees (fill preferved theirs. Its fpines are 
very long and (harp; their length being two or three inches. Thefe fpines are applied 
to fome inconfiderable ufe. Each berry contains two ftones. 

Mr Bartram affured me, that the North American oak cannot refift putrefa&ion for 
near fuch a fpace of time as the European. For this reafon, the boats (which carry all 
forts of goods down from the upper parts of the country) upon the river Hudfon, which 
is one of the greateft in thefe parts, are made of two kinds of wood. That part- which 
mud always be under water, is made of black oak; but the upper part, which is now 
above and now under water, and is therefore more expofed to putrefaction, is made of red 
cedar, or juniperis Virginiana, which is reckoned the molt hardy wood in the country. 
The bottom is made of black oak, becaufe that wood is very tough. For the river 
being full of ftones, and the boats frequently running againlt them, the black oak 
gives way, and therefore docs not eafily crack. But the cedar would not do for this 
purpofe, becaufe it is hard and brittle. ' The oak likewifeis not fo much attack*^by 
putrefaction, when it is always kept under water. -v' 

In autumn, I could always get good pears here; but every body acknowledges that 
this fruit would not fucceed well in the country. 

All.my obfervations and remarks on the qualities of the rattle-fnake, are infetted in 
* Th T 1 °“' s fo e SwediflPhcadcmy of fciences, for the year 1752, p. 316, and for 
£ or ^, a nY53> P* 54j and thither I refer the reader.* 

1 •. "cal, &c. cafes and experiments, translated from the Swedilh, London 1758. p. 282. P- 

Bears 
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Bears are very numerous higher up in the country, and do much mifqhiet. Mr. 
Bartram told me, that when a bear catches a cow, he kills her in the following man¬ 
ner : he bites a hole into the hide, and blows with all his power into it, till the animal 
fwells exceffively and dies; for the air expands greatly between the flelh and the hide.* 
An old Swede, called Nils Guftave’s fun, who was ninety-one years of age, faid, that 
in his youth, the bears had been very frequent hereabouts, but that they had feldom 
attacked the cattle: that whenever a bear was killed, its flefh was prepared like pork, 
and that it had a very good taftc ; and the flefh of bears is ftill prepared like ham, on 
the river Morris. The environs of Philadelphia, and even the whole province of Pen- 
fylvania in general, contain very few bears, they having been extirpated by degrees. 
In Virginia-they kill them in fcveral different ways. Their flefh is eaten by both rich 
and poor, fince it is reckoned equal in goodnefs to pork. In fome parts of this pro¬ 
vince, where no hogs can be kept, on account of the great iftimbers of bears, the people 
are ufed to catch and kill them, and to ufe them inftead of hogs. The American 
bears, however, are faid to be Ids fierce and dangerous tfian the European ones. 

Sept. 26th. The broad plantain, or plantago major, grows on the high-roads, 
foot-paths, meadows, and in gardens, in great plenty. Mr. Bartram had found this 
plant in many places on his travels, but he did not know whether it was an original 
American plant, or whether jthc Europeans had brought it over. This doubt had its 
rife from the lavages (who always had an extenfive knowledge of the plants of the 
country) pretending that this plant never grew here before the arrival of the Euro¬ 
peans. They therefore gave it a name which fignities, the Englifhman’s foot; for they 
fay, that where a European had walked, there this plant grew in his foot-fteps. 

The chcnopodium album, or gpofefoot with fmuated leaves, grows in plenty in the 
gardens. But it is more fearce near the houfes, in the ftreets, on dunghills, and corn¬ 
fields. This Items to fliew, that it is.not a native of America, but has been brought 
over amongft other feeds from Europe. In the fame manner it is thought that the 
tanfey, (tanacetum vulgarc, Linn.) which grows here and there in the hedges, on the 
roads, and near houfes, was produced from European feeds. 

The common vervain, with blue flowers, or verbena officinalis, was fhewn to me by 
Mr. Bartram, not far from his houfe, in, a little plain near Philadelphia. It was the only 
place where he had found it in America; and for this reafon I fuppofe it was likewise 
fown here amongft other European feeds. 

Mr. Bartram was at this time building a houfe in Philadelphia, and had funk a 
cellar to a confiderable depth, the foil 1 of which was thrown out. I here obferved 
the following ftrata: the upper loofe foil was only half a foot deep, and of a dark 
brown colour. Under it was a ftratum\ of clay, lb much blended with fand, that it 
was in greater quantity than the clay itljclf; and this ftratum was eight feet deep. 
Thefe were both brick coloured. The next ftratum confifted of little pebbles mixed 
with a coarfe fand. The ftoncs confiftdih either of a clear, or of a dark quartz; f 

* ’This, has all the appearance of a vulgar error ^neither does the fuccceding account of the American 
b 1 g carnivorous, agree with the observations cltyie moft judicious travellers, who deny the faft. P. 

iwever, it might be feafible to reconcile b^H opinions. For Europe has two or three kinds of 
b . fpecies of which is carnivorous, the other ‘ii only on vegetables: the large brown foecies, 
with iu fmall variety, are rt puled to be carnivorous, f fc black fpecies is merely phytivorous. in cafe 
therefore both fpecies are found in North America, i| v V»uld be very eafy to account for their being both 
carnivorous and not. F. f I 

t Quartzum hyalinum, Linn. Syft. Nat. 5. p. 6y. (kg uartzmn folidu&pellucidum, Wallerii Miner. 91. 
The common quart*, Fortier's Mineralogy ,'p. 16. one d quartzum coloratum, Linn. Syft. Nat. j. p. 65. 
Quartzum folidum opacum coloratum. Wall. Min. 99^ The impure quarts, Forft. Min. p. 16. 

IT they 
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they were quite fmooth and roundilh on the outfide, and lay in a ftratum which was 
a foot deep. Then the brick-coloured clay mixed with fand appeared again. Bat 
the depth of this ftratum could not be determined. Query, Could the river formerly 
have reached to this place and formed thefe ftrata ? 

Mr. Bartram has not only frequently found oyfter-lhells in the ground, but like- 
wife met with fuch (hells and fnails, as undoubtedly belong to the fea, at the diftance 
of a hundred and more Englilh miles from the lliore. He has even found them on 
the ridge of mountains which feparate the Englifli plantations from the habitations of 
the favages. Thefe mountains, which the Englilh call the blue mountains, are of 
confiderable height, and extend in one continued chain from north to fouth, or from 
Canada to Carolina. Yet in forae places they have gaps, which are as it Were broke 
through, to afford a paffage for the great* rivers, which roll down into the lower 
country. 

The caflia chamsecrifta grew on the roads through the woods, and fomclimes on 
uncultivated fields, efpecially when flirubs grew in them. Its leaves are like thole of 
the fenfitive plant, or mimofa, and have likewife the quality of contracting when 
touched, in common with the leaves of the latter. 

The crows in this country are little different from our common crows in Sweden., 
Their (ize is the fame with that of our crows, and they .are as black as jet in every 
part of their body. I faw them flying to-day in great numbers together. Their 
voice is not quite like that of our crows, but has rat,her more of the cry of the rook, or 
Linnaeus’s corvus frugilegus. 

Mr. Bartratta related, that on his joumies to the northern Englifli colonies, he had 
difeovered great holes in the mountains on the banks of rivers, which, according to 
his defeription, muft exaftly have been fuch giants’, pots, # as are to be met with in 
Sweden, anti which I have deferibed in a particular differtation read in the Royal 
Swedifti Academy of Sciences. Mr. Bartram has likewife addreffed fome letters to 
the Royal Society at London upon this fubje^l. For fome people pretended that 
thefe holes were made by the favages, that t^hoy might in time of war hide their 
corn and other valuable effects in them. Bu he wrote againft this opinion, and ac¬ 
counted for the origin of thefe cavities in Ac following manner: When the ice 
fettles, many pebbles (tick in it; in fpring, Jivhen the fnow melts, the water in the 
rivers fwells fo high that it reaches above the place where thefe holes are now found 
in the mountains. The ice therefore will ,f courfe float as high. And then it 
often happens that the pebbles which were c/ontaincd in it ever fmee autumn, when 
it firft fettled on the banks of the river, Ql out of the ice upon the rocky bank, 
and are from thence carried into a cleft or^crack by the water. Thefe pebbles arc 
then continually turned about by the watei QJ which comes in upon them, and by this 
means they gradually form the hole. The'^water at the fame time polilhes the (lone 
by its circular motion round it, and heln to make the hole or cavity round. It is 
certain that by this turning and tolling fZ'e (lone is at laft unfit for this purpofe: 
but the river throws commonly every fprOj other Hones inftead of it into the^aiy, 
and they are turned round in the fame nj/ at ner. By this whirling, both the 
and the Hone afford either a fine or a cos e fand, which is walhtxi away by theater, 
when in fpring, or at other times, it is hif enough to throw its waves into the cavity. 
This was the opinion of Mr. Bartram af“ ut the origin of thefe cavities. The Royal 

* In Sweden, and in the north of Germany, tfeietound holes in rivers, with a ftony or rocky bed, whicl 
the whirling of the water hat made, are called the nta ’ P° u » thefe holes are likewife mentioned in Mr 
Oofley’s new obfervations on Italy, VoJ. i. p. 8„ ,F. 

flati Socict 
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Society of Sciences at London, has given a favourable reception' to, and approved of 
them*. The remarks which I made in the fummerof the year 1743, during toy 
ftay at Land’s-Ort, in my country, will prove that I was at that time of the fame opi¬ 
nion, in regard to thefe holes. I have fince further explained this opinion in a letter 
to the*Rpyal Academy of Sciences; and this letter is (till preferved in the Academy’s 
Memoirs, which have not yet been publifhed. But there is great reafon to douDt, 
whether all cavities of this kind, in mountains, have the fame origin. 

Here are different fpecies of mulberry trees, which grow wild in the forefts of 
North and South America. In thefe parts the red mulberry trees are more plentiful 
than any other. However, Mr. Bartram affured me, that he had likewife feen the 
white mulherry trees growing wild, but that they were more fcarce. I alked him, 
and feveral other people of this country, why they did not fet up (ilk manufactures, 
having fuch a quantity of mulberries, which fucceed fo eafily ? For it has been ob» 
ferved, that when the berries fall upon the ground, where it is not compact, but loofe, 
they foon put out feveral fine delicate (hoots. But they replied, that it would not be 
worth while to erect any filk manufactures here, becaufe labour is fo dear. For a 
man gets from eighteen pence to three (hillings and upwards, for one day’s work, and 
the women are paid in proportion. They were therefore of opinion, that the culti¬ 
vation of all forts of corn, of hemp, and of flax, would be of greater advantage, and 
that at the fame time it did not require near fo much care as the feeding of (ilk-worms. 

By the trials of a governor in Connecticut, which is a more northern province than 
New York, it is evident, however, that filk-worms fucceed very well there, and that 
this kind of mulberry trees is very good for them. The governor brought up a great 
quantity of filk worms in his court-yard} and they fucceeded fo well, and fpun lo 
much filk, as to afford him a Efficient quantity for clothing himfclf and ail his 
family. 

Several forts of vines likewife grow wild hereabouts. Whenever I made a little 
excurfion out of town, I faw them in numerous places climbing up trees and hedg^. 
They clafp around them, and cover them fometimes entirely, and even hang down 
on the (ides. This has the fame appearance, at a diftance, as the tendrils of hops $ 
climbing along trees. I enquired of Mr. Bartram, why they did not plant vineyards, 
or prefs wine from the grapes of the wild vine ?, But they anfwered, that the fame 
objeClion lay againft it, which lies againft the ereCtion of a filk manufacture, that the 
neceffary hands were too fcarce, and it therefore was more rational to make agricul¬ 
ture their chief employment. But the true reafon undoubtedly is, that the wine 
which is preffed out of mod: of the Norli* American wild grapes, is (our and (harp, 

■ and has not near fuch an agreeable tafteW that which is made from European grapes. 

The Virginian wake robin, or arum vi elinicum, grows in wet places. Mr. Bartram 
told me, th . the favages boiled the fpadiieand the berries of this flower, and devoured 
it as a great dainty. When the berries d*e raw, they have a har(h, pungent tafte, 
which they lofe in great meafure upon bo, ting. 

The farothra gentianoides grows abundantly in the fields, and under the bulhes, in 
drj3|fendy ground near Philadelphia. It looks extremely like our whortleberry 
ftiiUP&hen they firft begin to green, and when the points of the leaves are yet red. 
Mr. Bartram has fent this plant to Dr. Dillenius; but that gentleman did not know 
where he (hould • 6 « it. It is reckoned a very good traumatic, and this quality Mr. 

* How far this approbation of the Royal Society ought to be credited; ia to be understood from the 
adverttfemeoia pubhmed at the bead of each new volume of the Philofophicil Tranfa&iont. F. 
vol. xin. 3 h Bartram 
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Bartratn himfelf experienced; for being thrown and kicked by a viribw horfe, in 
fuch a manner as to have both his thighs greatly hurt, he foiled the farothra, and ap¬ 
plied it to his wounds. It not only immediately appealed his pain, which before had 
been very violent, but he likewife, by its affiftance, recovered in a fhort time. 

Having read, in Mr. Miller’s botanical di&ionary, that Mr. Peter Collinfon had a 
particular larch tree from America in his garden, I afked Mr. Bartram whether he was 
acquainted with it ? He anfwered, that he had fent it himfelf to Mr. Collinfon; that it 
only grew in the eaftem parts of New Jerfey, and that he had met with it in no other 
Englifh plantation. It differs from the other fpecies of larch trees, its cones being much 
lefs. 1 afterwards faw this tree in great plenty in Canada. 

Mr. Bartram was of opinion, that the apple tree was brought into America by the 
Europeans, and that it never was there before their arrival. But he looked upon 
peaches as an original American fruit, and as growing wild in the greateft part ol 
America. Others again were of opinion, that they were firft brought over by the Eu¬ 
ropeans. But all the French in Canada agreed, that on the banks of the river 
Miflifippi, and in the country thereabouts, peaches were found growing wild in great 
quantity"*. 

Sept. 27 th. The tree which the Englilh here call perfimon, is the diofpyros 
virginiana of Linnaeus. It grows for the greateft part in^wet places round the water- 
pits. 1 have already mentioned, that the fruits of this tree are extremely bitter and 
fliarp before they are quite ripe, and that being eaten in that ftate, they quite contract 
one’s mouth, and have a very difagreeable talfe. But as foon as they are ripe, which 
does not happen till they have been quite foftened by the froft, they are a very agree¬ 
able fruit. They are here eaten raw, and feldom any other way. But in a great 
book, which contains a description of Virginia, you meet with different ways of pre¬ 
paring the perfimon, under the article of that name. Mr. Bartram related, that they 
were commonly put upon the table amongft the fweet-mcars, and that fome people 
made a tolerably good wine of them. Some of thefe perfimon fruits were dropped on 
the ground in his garden, and were almoft quite ripe, having been expofed to a great 
degree of the heat of the fun. We picked up a few and tailed them, and I muft own 
that thofe who praifed this fruit as an agreeable one, have but done it julticc. It really 
deferves a place among the moft palatable fruit of this country, when the froft has 
thoroughly conquered its acrimony. 

The verbafeum thapfus, or great white mullein, grows in great quantity on roads, 
in hedges, on dry fields, and high meadows of a ground mixed with fand. The 
Swedes here call it the tobacco of the favages, but owned, that they did not know 
whether or no the Indians really ufed this plant inftead of tobacco. The Swedes are 
ufed to tie the leaves round their feet and arms when they have the ague. Some of 
them prepared a tea from the leaves, for the dyfentery. A Swede likewife told me, 
that a decodion of the roots, was injeded into tne wounds of the cattle which are full 
of worms, which killed thefe worms, and made them fall out f. 

• Thomas Herriot, ftrvant to Sir Walter Raleigh, who was employed by him to examine jgto the 
produ&ions of North America, makes no mention of the peach among the other fruits he defemW} and 
M. du Pratz, who has given a very good account of Louiflana abithe MifIKippi, fays, that the natives got 
their peaches from the Fnglifh colony of Carolina, before the French fettled there. P. 

f Thefe worms are the larvas of the oeftrus or gadfly, whicliglrpoCts its eggs on the back of cattle, am! 
the larvas being hatched from thefe egg a, caufe great forr ;in they live till they arc ready fo< then 
change. In the fouth of lluffia they uic, for the fameSolea in rithe dccoftion of Kratrum, or the white 

, hellebore. F. *-*. ■ ■ > 
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Sept*,28th. The meadows which au-e furrounded by wood, and were at piefent 
mown, have a fine lively verdure. On the contrary, when they lie on hills, or in open 
fields, or in fome elevated*fituation, efpecially fo that the fun may be able to aft upon 
them without any obftacles, their grafs looks brown and dry. Several people from 
Virginia told me, that on account of the great heat and drought, the meadows and 
pastures almoft always had a brown colour, and looked as if they were burnt. The 
inhabitants of thofe parts do not therefore enjoy the pleafure which an European feels ' 
at the fight of our verdant, odoriferous meadows. 

The American nightlhade, or the phytolacca decandra, grows abundantly in the 
fields, and under the trees, on little hills. Its black berries are now ripe. We ob- 
ferved to-day fome little birds with a blue plumage, and of the fize of our hortulans 
and yellow hammers (emberiza citrinella and emberiza hortulanus) dying down from 
the trees, in order to fettle upon the nightlhade and eat its berries. 

Towards night I went to Mr. Bartram’s country feat. 

Sept. 29th. The gnaphalium margaritaceum grows in aftonilhing quantities upon 
all uncultivated fields, glades, hills, and the like. Its height is different according to 
its 'different foil and fituation. Sometimes it is very ramofe, and fometimes very little. 

It has a ftrong, but agreeable frnell. The Englilh call it life everlafting; for its flowers, 
which confift chiefly of dry,Jlhining, filvery leaves (folia calycina) db not change when 
dried. This plant is now evlsry where in full bloffom. But fome have already loft the 
flowers, and are beginning to drop the feeds. The Englilh ladies were ufed to gather 
great quantities of this life everlafting, and to pluck them with the ftalks. For they 
put them into pots with or without water, amongft other fine flowers which they had 
gathered both in the gardens and in the fields, and placed them as an ornament in the 
rooms. The Englilh ladies in general are much inclined to have fine flowers all the 
fummer long, in or upon the chimneys, fometimes upon a table, or before the windows, 
cither on account of their fine appearance, or for the fake of their fweet feent. The 
gnaphalium abovementioned was one of thofe which they kept in their rooms during 
the winter, becaufe its flowers never altered from what they were when they flood 
in the ground. Mr. Bartram told me another ufe of this plant. A decottion of the # 
flowers and ftalks is ufed to bathe any pained or bruifed part, or it is rubbed with the 
plant itfelf tied up in a bag. 

Inftead of flax feveral people made ufe of a kind of dog’s bane, or Linnaeus’s 
apocynum cannabinum. The people prepared the ftalks of this plant, in the fame 
manner as we prepare thofe of hemp or flax. It was fpun, and feveral kinds of Huffs 
were woven from it. The favages are faid to have had the art of making bags, fifhing- 
nets, and the like, for many centuries together, before the arrival of the Europeans. 

1 alked Mr. Bartram whether he had obferved in his travels that the water was 
fallen, and that the fea had formerly covered any places which were now land. He 
told me, that from what he had experienced he was convinced that the greateft part. 
of this country, even for feveral miles together, had formerly been under water. The 
reafons which led him to give credit to this opinion were the following: 

1, On digging in the blue mountains, which are above three hundred Englilh miles 
diftlbt from the fea, you find loofe oyfter and other forts of fhells; and they are alfo 
likewife to be met with in the vallies formed by thefe mountains. 

2. A vaft quantity of petrified fhells are found iq limeftone, flint, and fandftone, on 

the fame mountains. Mr. Bartram affured me at the fame time, that it was incredible 
what quantities of them there were in the different kinds of ftones of which the moun¬ 
tains confift. * 

3. The 
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3» The fame (hellsare likewife dug ingreat quantity, quite entire and nottnoaldereti, 
in the provinces of Virginia' and Maryland, as alfo in Philadelphia and in Ne# York. 

4. On digging wells (not only in Philadelphia, but likewife in other places) the peo¬ 
ple have met with trees, roots, and leaves of oak, for the greateft part not yet rotten, at 
the depth of eighteen feet. 

5. The belt foil and the richefl: mould is to be met with in the vallies hereabouts. 
Thefe vallies are commonly eroded by* a rivulet or brook ; and on their declivity a 
mountain commonly rifes, which in thofe places, where the brook paffes clofe to it, 
looks as if it were cut on purpofe. Mr. Bartram believed that all thefe vallies formerly 
were lakes ; that the water had, by degrees, hollowed out the mountain, and opened a 
paffage for itfelf through it; and that the great quantity of flirne which is contained in 
the water, and which had 1'ubfided to the bottom of the lake, was the rich foil which is 
at prefent in the vallies, and the caufe of their great fertility. But fuch vallies and 
cloven mountains are very frequent in the country, and of this kind is the peculiar gap 
between two mountains, through which a river takes its courfe, on the boundaries of 
New York and Penfylvania. The people, in a jeft, fay, that this opening was made by 
the devil, as he wanted to go out of Penfylvania into New York. 

6. The whole appearance of the blue mountains plainly (hews, that the water 

formerly covered a’part of them. For many are broken in a peculiar manner, but the 
higheft are plain. f 

7. When the favages are told that (hells are found on thefe high mountains, and that 
from thence there is reafon to believe that the fca muft formerly have extended to them, 
and even in part flown over them ; they anfwer, that this is not new to them, they 
having a tradition from their ancestors among them, that the fea formerly furrounded 
thefe mountains. 

8. The water in rivers and brooks likewife decreafes. Mills, which fixty years ago 
were built on rivers, and at that time had a fufficient fupply of water altnod all the year 
long, have at prefent fo little, that they cannot be ufed, but after a heavy rain, or when 
the (how melts in fpring. This decreafc of water, in part, arifes from the great 
quantity of land which is now cultivated, and from the extirpation of great forefts for 
that purpofe. 

q. The fea-(hore increafes likewife in time. This arifes from the quantity of fand 
continually thrown on (hore from the bottom of the fea, by the waves. 

Mr. Bartram thought that fome peculiar attention (hould be paid to another thing 
relating to thefe obfervations. The (hells which are to be found petrified on the 
northern mountains, are of fuch kinds as at prefent are not to be got in the fea, in 
the fame latitude, and they are not fiflied on the (hore, till you come to South Carolina. 
Mr. Bartram from hence took an occafion to defend Dr. Thomas Burnet’s opinion, 
that the earth, before the deluge, was in a different pofition towards the fun. He 
likewife aiked whether the great bones, which are fometimes found in the ground in 
Siberia, and which are fuppofed to be elephants bones and tulks, did not confirm 
his opinion. For at prefent thofe animals cannot five in fuch cold countries; 
but if, according to JDr. Burnet, the fun once formed different zones abdut our 
earth, *from thofe it now makes, the elephant may eafily be fuppofed to have live*! in 
Siberia *. However, it feerns that all which we have hitherto mentioned, may have 

been 

* The bones and tulks of elephants are not only found in, Ruflia, but alfo in the canton of Bsftl in 
t SwifEerjand, in the dominions of the Marquis of Bareuth in Franconia, and more inftanccs are found in the 
Fro tog sea of the celebrated Leibnitz. Lately, near the river Ohio, have bccndifcovcred a great number 

of 
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be«Q the effeft of different caufes. To thofe belong the yniverfial deluge, the mtrreafe 
of land; which is merely the work of time, and the changes of the courfe of 
rivers, which, when the lnow melts, and in great floods, leave their firft beds, and 
form new ones. 

At fome diftance from Mr. Bartram’s country houfe, a little brook flowed through 
the wood, and likewife ran over a rock. The attentive Mr. Bartram heredhewed me 
feveral little cavities in the rock, and we plainlffaw that they mud have been generated 
In the manner I before dcfcribed, that is, by fuppofing a pebble to have remained in a 
cleft of the rock, and to have been turned round by the violence of the water, till it, 
had formed fuch, a cavity in the mountain. For on putting our hands into one of thcfe 
cavities, ,we found that it contained numerous fmall pebbles, whofe furface was quite 
finooth and round. And thefe ftones we found in each of the holes. 

Mr. Bartram fliewed me a number of plants which he had collected into a herbal 
on his travels. Among thefe were the following, which likewife grow in the 
northern parts of Europe, of which he had either got the whole plants or only broken 
branches. 

1. Bctula alba, the common birch tree, which he had found on. the Cats Hills. 

2. Bctula nana. This^fpecies of birch grows in feveral low places towards the 
hills. 

3. Comarum palujlre, in the meadows, between the hills.in New Jerfey. 

4. Gentiana lutca, the great Gentian, from the fields near the mountains. It was 
very like our variety, but had not fo many ftpwers under each leaf. > 


of ikeletons of elephants, with their tufks, and very remarkable grinders, dill (licking in their jaw-bones, 
were fent to the Briiifh Mufeum; the late Dr. Littleton, bilhop of Carlifle, alfo lodged fome teeth, 
flicking in their jaw-bones, in the Mufeum of the Royal Society, which were brought from Peru. The 
rivers Chatunga and Indighirka, in Siberia, are remarkable for affording, on their banks, great quantities 
of bones and tufks of elephants, which being preferred there by the great froft, and in the fhort fummer of a 
few weeks, the rain being rare, thefe tufks are commonly fo frefh that they are cmployeJ in Ruffia as- 
coramon ivory, on account of the great quantity brought from thefe places to Ruffia ; fome of them were 
eight feet long, and of three hundred pounds weight. There have been found grinders of nine inches 
diameter. But the American grinders of elephants from near the Ohio are yet more remarkable, on 
account of their being provided with' crowns at their tops, fuch as arc only found 111 the carnivorous animals, 
and fuch as feed on hard bones or nuts; whilfl, on the contrary, elephants, at prefent feeding on grades 
and foft vegetables, have no fuch crowns at the tops of their grinders, Livy, it is true, makes a 
didinftion between the Afintic or Indian elephants, and the African ones ; and remarks the latter to be 
inferior to the former in iize and vigour ; hue whether the teeth in thefe animals are fo much different from 
thofe of the other variety, has never been attended to. This circumllance of the difference in the fulfil 
grinders of elephants, from thofe in the living ones, and the place where thefe ikeletons were found in, 
viz. Siberia, Germany, and America, where at prefent no elephants are to be met with, opens a wide 
field to conje&ures, in regard to the way hy which thefe animals were carried to thofe fpots. The flood 
in the deluge perhaps has carried them thither: nor is it contrary to reafon, hiftory or revelation, to 
believe thefe ikeletons to be the remainders of animals which lived on the furface of this globe anterior to 
the Mofaic creation ; which may be confidered only as a new modification of the creatures living on ftps 
globe, adapted to its prefent date, under which it will remain until eircumitances will make a new change 
nfpeffary, and then our globe will, by a new creation or revolution, appear more adapted to its date, 
and be flocked with a fet of animals more fuitable to that (late. Every man ufed to phitofophy anc 
rcafoning will find that this plan gives a grand idea of the Creator, his ceconomy and management of the 
univerfe ; and moreover, it is conformable to the meaning of the words of a facred writer, who fays ; 
Pfal.civ. a9, 30. “ Thou hided thy Face and they (fmall and great beads) are troubled; thou takefl 
away their bteath, they die, and return to their dild. Thou Handed forth thy fpirit, they are created; 
and thou renewed the face of the earth." See Dr. Hunter’s remarks on the above-mentioned teeth in tb< 
Philofophical Trsnf, Vol.lviii, F. ! 

c. Linneea 
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5. Jjnnaa borealis , from (he mountains in Canada. It creeps along thelgnoiind^' 

6 . Myrieagale , from the neighbourhood of the river Sufquehanna, where/H grows 
ina'wet foil. .• 

7. Pqtentilla fruticofa , from the fwampy fields and low meadows between the river 
Delaware, and the river New York. 

8. Trientalis Europaa, from the Cats Hills. . 

9. Triglocbin maritimum , from the Talt fprings towards the country of the five 
nations. 

Mr. Bartram Ihewed me a letter from Eaft Jerfey, in which he got the following 
account of the difcovery of an Indian grave. In the April of the year 1744, as fomc 
people were digging a cellar, they came upon a great none, like a tomb-ftone, which 
was at lall got out with great difficulty; and about four feet deeper under it, they met 
with a large quantity of human bones and a cake of maize. The latter was yet quite 
untouched, and feveral of the people prefent tailed it out of curiofity. 'From thele 
circumftances it was concluded, that this was a grave of a perfon of note among the 
favages. For it is their cuftora to bury along with the dcceafed meat and other, 
things which he liked bed. The {tone was eight feet long, four feet broad, and even 
fome inches more, where it was broadeft, and fifteen inches thick at one end, but 
only twelve inches at the other end. It confided of the fame coarfe kind of done that 
is to be got in this country. 1’here were no letters nor other characters vifiblc 
on it. 

The Corn which the Indians chiefly»cultivate is the maize, or zea mays, Linn. 
They have little corn fields for that purpofe. But befides this, they likewife plant a 
great quantity of fqualhes, a fpecies of pumpions or melons, which they have always 
cultivated, even in the remoted ages. The Europeans Fettled in America got the 
feeds of this plant, and at prefent their gardens are full of it; the fruit has an agree¬ 
able tade when it is well prepared. They are commonly boiled, then crulhed (as we 
ufed to do with turnips when we make a pulfe of them) and foine pepper or other 
fpice thrown upon them, and the difh is ready. The Indians likewife fow feveral 
kinds of beans, which for the greated part they have got from the Europeans. But 
peafe, which they likewife fow, they have always had atnongd them, before any 
foreigners came into the country. The fquafhes of the Indians, which. now are like¬ 
wife cultivated by the Europeans, belong to thofe kinds of gourds (cucurbits) which 
ripen before any other. They are a very delicious fruit, but will not keep. I have 
however feen them kept till pretty late in winter. 

Sept. 30th. Wheat and rye are fown in autumn about this time, and commonly 
reaped towards the end of June, qr in the beginning of July. Thefe kinds of corn, 
however, arefometimes ready to be reaped in the middle of June, and, there are even 
examples that they have been mown in the beginning of that month. Barley and 
oats are fown in April, and they commonly begin to grow ripe towards the end of 
July. Buck-wheat is fown in the middle or at the end of July, and is about this time, 
or fomewhat later, ready to be reaped. If it be fown before the above-menaoned 
time, as in May, or in June, it only gives Sowers and little or no corn. 

Mr. Bartram and other people afiured me, that mod of the cows, which the Engliih 
have here, are the offspring of thofe which they bought of the Swedes, when they 
were mailers of the country. The Engliih themfelves are faid to have brought over „ 
but few. The Swedes either brought their cattle from home, or bought, them of the 
Dutch, who were then fettled here. 


Near 
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Nsar'the town, I few an ivy or hedera helix, planted againft the wall of a ftone 
building, which was fo covered by the fine green leaves of this plant, as almoft to con¬ 
ceal the whole. It was doubtlefs brought over from Europe, for I have never per- 
ceived it any where elfe on my travels through North America. But in its ftead I have 
often Teen wild vines made to run up the walls. 

I afked Mr. Bartram whether he had observed that trees and plants decreafed in 
proportion as they were brought further to the north, as Catefby pretends; he 
anfwered, that the queftion fliould be more limited, and then his opinion would prove 
the true one. There are fome trees which grow better in fouthern countries, and 
become lefs as you advance to the north. Their feeds or berries are fometimes brought 
into colder climates by birds and by other accidents. They gradually decreafe in 
growth, till at laft they will not grow at all. On the other hand, there are other 
trees and herbs which the wife Creator deftined for the northern countries, and they 

f ;row there to an amazing fize. But the further they are tranfplanted to the fouth 
he lefs they grow, till at laft they degenerate fo much as not to be able to grow at 
all. Other plants love a temperate climate, and if they be carried either fouth or 
north they will not fucceed well, but always decreafe. Thus for example, Penfyl* 
vania contains fome trees which grow exceedingly well, but always decreafe in pro¬ 
portion as they are carried further off either to the north or to the fouth. 

I afterwards, on my travels, had frequent proofs of this truth. The faffafras, which 
grows in Penfylvania, under forty degrees of latitude, and becomes a pretty tall and 
thick treq, was fo little at Ofwego and Fort Nicholfon, between forty-three and forty- 
four degrees of latitude, that it hardly reached the height of two or four feet, and was 
feldom fo thick as the little finger of a full grown perfon. This was likewife the cafe 
with the tulip tree. For in Pt'nfylvania it grows as high as our talleft oaks and firs, 
and its thicknefs is proportionable to its height. But about Oi’wego it was not above . 
twelve feet high, and no thicker than a man’s arm. The fugar maple, or acer fac- 
charinum, is one of the moft common trees in the woods of Canada, and grows very 
tall. But in the fouthern provinces, as New Jerfey and Penfylvania, it only grows on 
the northern fide of the blue mountains, and on the fteep hills which are on the banks 
of the river, and which are turned to the north. Yet there it does not attain to a 
third or fourth part of the height which it has in Canada. It is neediefs to mentiou 
more examples. 

Oft. i ft. The gnats, which are very troublefome at night here, are called muf- 
quetoes. They are exaftly like the gnats in Sweden, only fomewhat lefs j and the* 
defeription which is to be met with in Dr. Linnaeus’s Syftema Naturae, and Fauna 
Suecica, fully agrees with them, and they are called by him culex pipiens. in day¬ 
time or at night they come into the houfes, and When the people are gone to bed they 
begin their difagreeable humming, approach always nearer to the bed, and at laft fuck 
up fo much blood, thar they can hardly fly away. Their bite caufes blifters in 
people of a delicate complexion. When the weather has been cool for fome days, 
the gnufquetoes difappear; but when it changes again, and efpecialiy after a rain, they 
gsdher frequently in fuch quantities about the houfes that their numbers are aftoni/h- 
ing. The chimneys of the Englifh, which have no valves for /hutting them up, afford 
the gnats a free entrance into the houfes. In fultry eVfenings, they accompany the 
cattle in great fwarms from the woods to the houfes, or to town, and when they are 
drove before the houfes the gnats fly in wherever they can. In the greateft heat of 
fummer, they are fo numerous in fome places that the air Teems to be quite full Of" 
them, efpecialiy near fwatnps and ftagnate waters, fuch as the river Morris, in New 
'.t Jerfey*. 
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Jerfey. The inhabitants therefore make a fire before their houfes, to expef^fe dif- 
agreeable guefts by the fmoke. The old Swedes here faid that gnats had formerly 
been much more} numerous that even at prefent they fwarmed in vaft quantities on 
the fea fhore, near the fait water ;*and that thofc which troubled us this autumn in 
Philadelphia were of a more venomous kind than they commonly ufed to be. This 
laft quality appeared from the blifters which were formed on the fpots where the 
gnats had inferred their fling. In Sweden I never felt any other inconvenience from 
their fling than a little itching, whilft they fucked. But when they flung me here at 
night, my face was fo disfigured by little red fpots and blifters, that I was almoft 
alhamed to fhew myfelf. 

1 have already mentioned fomewhat about the enclofurcs ufual herej I now add, 
that moft of the planks which are put horizontally, and of which the cnclofures in the 
environs of Philadelphia chiefly confift, are of the red cedar wood, which is here 
reckoned more durable than any other. But where this could hot be got either whijfc 
or black oak fuppficd its place. The people were likewife very glad if they could g« 
cedar wood for the polls, or elfe they took white oak or chefnut, as I was told by Mr. 
Bartram. But it feems that that kind of wood in general docs not keep well in rhe 
ground for a confiderable time. I faw Fome ports made of chefnut wood, and put 
into the ground only the year before, which were already fop- the greatefl part rotten 
below. 

The faflafras-tree, or laurus faflafras, Linn, grows in abundance in the country, and 
Hands fcattered up and down the woods, and near bufhes and enclofurcs.* On old 
grounds which are left uncultivated, it is one of the firft that comes up, and is as plen¬ 
tiful as young birches are on thofe Swedifh fields, which are formed by burning the 
trees which grew on them*. The faflafras grows in'adryloofe ground, of a pale 
brick colour, which confifts, for the greatefl part, of fand, mixed with fome clay. It 
feems to be but a poor foil. The mountains round Gothenburg, in Sweden, would 
afford many places rich enough for the faflafras to grow in, and I even fear they would 
be too rich. I here faw it both in the woods amidft other trees, and more frequently 
by itfelf along the cnclofures. In both it looks equally frefh. I have never feen it on 
wet or low places. The people here gather its flowers, and ufe them inftead of tea; 
but the wood itfelf is of no ufe in occonomy ; for when it is fet on fire, it caufes a con¬ 
tinual crackling without making any good fire. The tree fpreads its roots very much, 
and new fhoots come up from them in fome places; but thefe fhoots arc not good for 
1 tranfplanting, becaufe they have fo few fibres befides the root which connefts them to 
the main item that they cannot well ftrike into the ground. If therefore any one 
would plant faffafras-trees, he mud endeavour to get their berries, which, however, is 
difficult, fince the birds eat them before they are half ripe. The cows are very greedy 
after the tender new {hoots, and look for them every where. ,J 

The bark of this tree is ufed by the women here in dying worfted a fine lafting 
orange colour, which does not fade in the fun. They ufe urine inftead of alum in 
dying, and boil the dye m a brafs boiler, becaufe in an iron veffel it doe? not yi^ fo 
fine a colour. A woman in Virginia has fuccefsfully employed the berries of the faf- 
fafras againft a great pain in one of her feet, which for three years together, {he had to 

• In Mr. Ofbecfc’s Voyage to China, vol. i. p. 50, in a note, an account is given of this kind of land, 
which the Swedes call Swedicland; where it is obferved, that the trees being bnrnt, their aihes afford ma¬ 
nure fufficient for three years, after Which they arc left uncultivated again, till, after twenty or more 
years, a new generation of trees being produced on them, the countify people bum .them, and cultivate the. 
euuntiy for three years again. F. . . 

fitch 
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fuch a dftgrtt, that it almoft hindered her from walking. She was advifed to broil the 
berries bPfeffafras, and to rub the painful parts of her foot with the oil, which bv this 
means would be got from the berries. She did fo, but at the fame time it made her 
vomit; yet this was not Efficient to keep her from following the prefcription three 
times more, though as often as flie made ufe thereof, it always had the fame effeft 
However, flie was entirely freed from that pain, and perfe&ly recovered 
A black woodpecker with a red head, or the picus pileatus, Linn, is’frequcnt in the 
Penfylvanian forefts, and (lays the winter, as I know from my own experience. It is 
reckoned among thofe birds which deftroy the maize, becaufe it fettles on the ripe ears 
and deftroys them with its bill. The Swedes call it tillkroka ; but ail other wood! 
peckers, thofe with gold yellow wmgs excepted, are called hackfpickar in the Swodifli 
language. I intend to defenbe them all together more exaftly in a particular work. 

I only obferve here, that almoft all the different fpecies of woodpeckers are verv 

* ous to the maize, when it begins to ripen; for by picking holes in the membran- 
id the ear, the ram gets into it, and caufes the ear, with all the corn it contains to 
rot. * 

oa. 3. In the morning I fet out for Wilmington, which was formerly called Chrif- 
tma by the Swedes, andl is thirty Englijh miles to the fouth-weft of Philadelphia. 
Three miles behind Philadelphia I paffed the river Skulkill in a ferry, beyond which the 
country appears almoft a continual chain of mountains and vallies. The mountains 
have an eafy Hope on all Tides, and the vallies are commonly croffed by brooks with 
cryftal ftreams. The greater part of the country is covered with feveral kinds of deci- 
duous trees ; for I fcarcely faw a Angle tree of the fir kind, if I except a few red cedars. 
The forelt was high, but open below, fo that it left a free profpeft to the eye and no 
under-wood obftruaed the paffage between the trees. It would have been eafy in fome 
places to have gone under the branches with a carriage for a quarter of a mile, the trees 
ftahdmg at great diftances from each other, and the ground being very level. In fome 
places little glades opened, which were either meadows, paftures, or corn-fields • of 
which latter fome were cultivated and others not. In a few places feveral houles were 
built clofe to each other; but for the greateft part they were fingle. In part of the 
fields the wheat was already fown in the Englifli manner without trenches, but with 
furrows pretty clofe together. I fometimes faw the country people very hufy in fow- 
ing their rye. Near every farm-houfe was a little field with maize. The inhabitants 
hereabouts were commonly either Englifli or Swedes. 

All the day long I faw a continual variety of trees ; walnut-trees of different forts, 
which were al full of nuts ; chefnut-trecs quite covered with fine chefnuts; mulberries 
faffafras, liquidambar, tulip trees, and many others. * 

■ Several fpecies of vines grew wild hereabouts. They run up to the fummits of the 
trees, their clutters of grapes and their leaves covering the ftems. I even faw fome 
young oaks five or fix fathoms high, whofc tops were crowned with vines. The 
ground is that which is fo common hereabouts, which I have already deferibed viz 
a day mixed with a great quantity of fand, and covered with a rich foil or vegetable 
eartbf* The vines are principally feen on trees which ftand fingle in corn-fields, and at 
the end of woods, where the meadows, paftures, and fields begin; and Kkewife along 
the enclofures, where they cling with their tendrils round the trees which ftand there. 
The lower parts of the plant are full of grapes, which hang*below the leaves, and were 
* now almoft ripe, and had a pleafant fourifli tafte. The country people gather them in 
great quantities, and fell them in the town. They are eaten without further prepara¬ 
tion ; and commonly people are prefented with them when they come to pay a vifit. 
vox., mu. 3I The 
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The loll does not feem to be deep hereabouts, for the upper black ftratum is hardly 
two inches. This I had an occafion to fee, both in fuch places where the ground is dug 
up, and in fuch where the water, during heavy ihowera of rain, has made cuts, which 
are pretty numerous here. The upper foil has a dark colour, and the next a pale 
colour like bricks. I have obferved every where in America, that the depth of the 
upper foil does not by far agree with the computation of fome people, though we can 
almoft be furc, that in fome places it never was ftirred fince the deluge. I Ihall be more 
particular in this refpeft afterwards *. 

The datura ftramonium, or thorn apple, grows in great quantities near all the vil¬ 
lages. Its height is different according to the foil it Is in; for in a rich foil it grows eight 
or ten feet high, but in a hard and poor ground, it will feldom come up to f}x inches. 
This datura, together with the phytolacca, or American nightlhade, grow here in thofe 
places near the gardens, houfes, and roads, which in Sweden are covered with nettles 
and goofe-foot, which European plants are very fcarce in America. But the datura 
and phytolacca are the worft weeds here, nobody knowing any particular ufe. of thelp 

•-The learned Dr. Wallerius, in In’* Mineralogy, § 8. in the note to the article humus communis atra, 
mentions, that fome people wete of opinion, that the mould of our globe in created gradually from the 
yeatly putrefa&ion of plants and their parts, especially in fuel) places as had been uncultivated ever finee 
the deluge; and that thus, in a hundred years, half an inch of mould was produced. But he obferves, in 
the fame time, that this obfervaiion was not at all exaft; for as the commdn mould feldom exceeds a foot, it 
mull front thence follow, that fmee the deluge no mote than 2400 years were elapfcd, though the feripture 
chronology reckons upwards of 4000 years fince that event: befides this, he remarks, that mould always 
becomes more dry and comprtifcd, where it is out of the reach of rain and fnow ; and where it is expofed 
to rain, it is carried off to lower places, and therefore incrcafes and decreafes according tc the qualities of 
its local lituatinn. Moreover, vegetables, it is known, profper the bed where mould is found. As the 
furface of our globe has been coveted with vegetables fince the deluge, they mull have had a mould to 
grow in ever fince that time; confequently it is highly probable, that there mud have been a mould cover¬ 
ing the furface of our globe ever fince the fird origin. I (hould be led, by fome other confiderations, to 
doubt of the infallibility of this rule for the increafe of mould. In Ruilia, on this fide the river Volga, are 
high and extenfivc plains, which have been uncultivated ever fince the deludgc; for, we know from hidory, 
that the Scythians, Sarmatians, Huns, Chazers, aud Mogols, were fucceilivcly the maders of thefe vad 
countries, and were altogether nomadic nations, who lived without agriculture: the country has been 
without wood fince time immemorial, nor could there even fpring up any wood whatfoever, fince its ramb¬ 
ling poflefibrs every fpring fet fire to the old dry grafs, in order to make room for the new grafs, which, in 
the latter end of May, I found came up very near to my wade. thefe vad defart plains I faw every 
where covered with at lead two feet mould; may, in fome places it amounted to four feet} this would 
give, according to the farmer rule of half an inch per century, 480c years, in the fird indance ; and, in the 
iccond, 9600 years ; and therefore (hews, that this rule for calculating the increafe of mould is very preca¬ 
rious. The chemical analytis of plants (hews, that they confid of water, earth, acid, alkali, oil, and an in¬ 
flammable principle, independent of the laft fubftancl, and called by a late German chemid, the caudic: 
thefe fubilances mud enter yearly the new plants, and make their fubdance, and arc as it were regenerated 
in thefe new plants, after being fet at liberty from the ftru&ure of the lad year’s plants by putiefadion, or 
by fire.' Mould; chemically examined, has the fame analogous parts. Acid and caudic are plentifully con¬ 
tained, in the common air, and may alfo eafily be redored to the mould, and thus circulate through a new 
fyftem of plants. Wrter comes Iikewife from rain and fnow, out of our atmofphere; alkaline and oily 
particles, or a kind of foap, arc the only things wanting, which, when added with the former to any fubtle 
earth, will make a good mould; and tnefe are produced by putrefaftion or fire, from vegetable and animal 
fubilances, and are the great promoters of vegetation. 

But the great quedion is, from whence thefe various fubdianccs, neccflary for vegetation, originalty^pame ? 
To believe they are produced from putrified vegetables, is . begging the quedion, and making a circulus 
vitiofus in the argument. There is therefore no evafion ; they were certainly produced by the great 
Creatol; of the univerfe, and endowed with fuch qualities as make them capable of producing in va¬ 
rious mixtures new bodies; and when they are introduced by moidure into the fird damina of a plant, 
or a (eed.fhey expand thefe damina, and coudilute a new hieing, capable of affording food to the animal 
creation. It it evident, Mr. Kalm hinted at the above-mentioned opinion of the increafe of mould; and 
•"this gave me an opportunity 6f confirming his argument, and of dating fairly the great quedion on 
which agriculture, the mod ueccffary branch of human arts, depends. F* 

* 5 Turnip 
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Turnip-fields are fometimes to be feen. In the middle of the high road I perceived 
a dead buck fnake, which was four feet fix inches long, and an inch and a halfin thick- 
sefs. It belonged to the viper kind. 

Late at night a great halo appeared round the moon. The people faid that it prog* 
nofticated either a florin or rain, or both together. The fmaller the ring is, or the 
nearer it comes to the moon, the fooner this weather fets in. But this time neither of 
thefe changes happened, and the halo had foretold a coldnefs in the air. 

I faw to day the chermes of the alder (chorines alni) in great abundance on the 
branches of that tree, which for that reafon looks quite white, and at a diftance appears 
as it were covered with mould. 

Oft. 4th. I continued my journey early in the morning, and the country ftill had the 
fame appearance as I went on. It was a continual chain of pretty high hills, with an 
eafy afeent on all fides, and of vallies been them. The foil confilled of a brick-coloured 
mould, mixed with clay and a few pebbles. I rode fometimes through woods of feve- 
ra£fcrts of trees, and fometimes arnidft little fields, which had been cleared of the 
wood, and which at prefent were corn-fields, meadows, and paftures. The farm-houfes 
flood Angle, fometimes near the roads, and fometimes at a little diftance from them, fo 
that the fpace between the road and the houfes was taken up with little fields and 
meadows. Some of the houfes were built of ftone, two ftories high, and covered with 
fhingles of the white cedar.* But molt of the houfes were wooden, and the crevices 
flopped up with clay, inftead of mofs, which we make ufe of for that purpofe. No- 
valves were to be met with in the chimneys, and the people even did not know what I 
meant by them. The ovens were commonly built up at fome diftance from the houfes, 
and were either under a roof, or without any covering againft-the weather. The fields 
bore partly buck-wheat, which was not yet cut, partly maize, and partly wheat, which 
was but lately fown; but fometimes they lay fallow. The vines climbed to the top 
of feveral trees, and hung down again on both fides. Other trees again were fur- 
rounded by the ivy (hedcra quinquefolia) which, with the fame flexibility, afeended to 
a great height. The fmilax laurifolia always joined with the ivy, and, together with it, 
twilled itfelf round the trees. The leaves of the ivy were at this time commonly red- 
difh, but thofc of the vine were ftill quite green. The trees which were furrounded 
with them, looked at a diftance like thole which are covered with hops in our country;, 
and on feeing them from afar off, one might expeft to find wild hops climbing upon the 
trees. Walnut and chefnut-trees were common near enclofures, in woods, and on 
hills, and at prefent were loaded with their fruit. The perfimon was likewife plentiful 
near the roads and in the woods. At fome diftance from Wilmington, I palled a 
bridge over a little river, which falls north into the Delaware. The rider pays here two¬ 
pence toll for himfelf and his horfe. 

Towards noon I arrived at Wilmington. 

Wilmington is a little town, about thirty Englifh miles fouth-weft from Philadelphia. 
It was founded in the year 1733. Part of it Hands upon the grounds belonging to the 
Swedifh church, which annually receives certain rents, out of which they pay the mi- 
nifter's falary, and employ the reft for other ufes. The houfes are built of Hone, and 
look very pretty; yet they are not built clofe together, but large open places are left 
between them. The quakers have a meeting-houfe in this town. The Swedilh church, 
which I intend to mention in the fcquel, is half a mile out of town eaftwards. The 
parfonage is under the fame roof with the church. A little river called Chriftina-kill 
paffes by the town, and from thence falls into the Delaware. By following its banks, 
one goes three miles before one reaches the Delaware. The river is faia to be fufti* 
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ciendy deep; A) that the greateft veffel may come quite up to the town; for at its mouth 
or juncture with the Delaware it is lhalloweft, ana yet its depth even there, when the 
water is lowed, is from two fathoms to two and a half. But as you go higher, its 
depth encreafes to three, three and a half, and even four fathoms. The larged: 
fhips therefore may fafely, and with their full cargoes, come to and from the town 
with the tide. From Wilmington you have a fine profpe& of a great part of the river 
Delaware, and the fhips failing on it. On both fides of the river Chnftina-kill, almoft: 
from the place where the redoubt is built to its jun&ure with the Delaware, are low 
meadows, which afford a great quantity of hay to the inhabitants. The town carries 
on a considerable trade, and would have been more enlarged if Philadelphia and New- 
caftle, which are both towns of a more ancient date, wete not fo near on both fides 
of it. 

The redoubt, upon the river Chriftina-kill, was erefted this fummer, when it was 
known that the French and Spanifh privateers intended to fail up the river, and to at* 
tempt a landing. It ftands, according to the accounts of the late Rev. Mr. Tranberg, 
on the fame fpot where the Swedes had built theirs. It is remarkable, that on working 
in the ground this fummer, to make this redoubt, an old Swedifli filver coin of Queen 
Chriftina, not quite fo big as a fhilling, was found, at the depth of a yard, among fome 
other things. The Rev. Mr. Tranberg afterwards prefented me with it. On one fide 
were the arms of thehoufe of Wafa, with the infcription: *CIIR 1 STINA, D. G. DE V 
RE. SVE.that is, Chriftina , by the grace of God, eleflcd Queen of Sweden; and near 
this the year of our Lord 1633. On the reverfe were thefe words: MONETA NOVA 
REGNI SVEC. or, a new coin of the kingdom of Sweden. At the fame time, a 
number of old iron tools, fuch as axes, fhovels, and the like, were difeovered. The 
redoubt, that is now ere&eii, confifts of bulwarks of planks, with a rampart on the 
outfide. Near it is the powder mazagine, in a vault built of bricks. At the erection 
of this little fortification, it was remarkable, that the Quakers, whofe tenets reject 
even elefenfive war, were as bufy as the other people in building it. For the fear of 
being every moment fuddenly attacked by privateers conquered all other thoughts. 
iVIany of them fcrupled to put their own hands to the work, but forwarded it by fup- 
plies of money, and by getting ready every thing which was neceffary. 

Oa. 5th. It was my defign to crofs the Delaware, and to get into New Jerfey, 
with a view to get acquainted with the country; but as there was no ferry here to bring 
my horfe over, l fet out on my return to Philadelphia. I partly'went along the high* 
road, and partly deviated on one or the other fide of it, in order to take more 
obfervations of the country, and of its natural hiftory. 

The maize was fown in fevcral places. In fome its ftalks were cut fomewhat below 
the ear, dried, and put up in narrow high (lacks, in order to keep them as a food for 
the cattle in winter. The lower part of the (talk had likewife leaves, but as they com¬ 
monly dry of themfelves, the people do not like to feed the cattle with them, all their 
flavour being loft ; but the upper ones are cut whilft they are yet green. 

The valleys between the hills commonly contain brooks; but they are not very broad, 
and require no bridges, fo that carriages and horfe can cafily pafs through them; for 
the water is feldom above fix inches deep. 

The leaves of moft trees were yet quite green, fuch as thofeof oaks, chefnut-trees, 
black walnut-trees, hiccory, tulip-trees, and faffafras. The two latter fpccies are found 
in plenty on the fides of the little woods, on hills, on the fallow fields, near hedges, 
and on the road. The perfimon likewife had dill itsTeaves; however, fome trees of 
' this kind had dropt them. The leaves of the American bramble were at prefent 
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afmoil entirely red, though fome of thefe bulhes yet retained a lively green in the 
i leaves. The cornelian cherry likewife had already a mixture of brown and pale leatres. 
The leaves of the red maple were alfo red. 

I continued my journey to Chichefter, a borough upon the Delaware, where tra¬ 
vellers pafs the river in a ferry. They build here every year a number of fmall £h?ps 
for fale. From an iron work which lies higher in the country, they carry iron bars to 
this place, and fhip them. 

Canoes are boats made of one piece of wood, and arc much in ufe with the farmers, 
and other people upon the Delaware, and fome little rivers. For that purpofe a very 
thick trunk of a tree is hollowed out: the red juniper, or red cedar-tree, the white 
cedar, tho chefnut-tree, the white oak, and the tulip-tree, are commonly made ufe of 
for this purpofe. The canoes made of red and white cedar are reckoned the beft, be- 
caufe they fwim very light upon the water, and laft twenty years together. But of , 
thefe the red cedar canoes are moll preferable. Thofe made of chefnut-trees will 
likewife lalt for a good while. But thofe of white oak are hardly ferviceable above fix 
years, and alfo fwim deep, bccaufe they are fo heavy. The liquidambar tree, or 
liquidambar ftyraciflua, Linn, is big enough, but unfit for making canoes, becaufe it 
imbibes the water. The canoes which are made of the tulip-tree, fcarce laft fo long as 
thofe of white oak. The,fize of the canoes is different, according to the purpofes 
they arc deftined for. They can carry fix perfons, who, however, mull by no means 
be unruly, but fit at the bottom of the canoe in the quieteft manner poilible, left the 
boat overfet. The Swedes in Penfylvania and New Jerfey, near the rivers, have no 
other boats to go to Philadelphia in, which they commonly do twice a week on the 
market days, though they be feveral miles diftant from the tovga, and meet fometimes 
with fevere ftorms; yet misfdrtunes from the overfetting, &c. of thefe canoes, are 
feldom heard of, though they might well be expe&ed, on account of the fmall fize of 
this kind of boats. However, a great deal of attention and care is neceffary in 
managing the canoes, when the wind is fomewhat violent; for they are narrow, round 
below, have no keel, and therefore may eafily be overfet. Accordingly, when the 
wind is more brifk than ordinary the people make for the land. 

The common garden creffes grow in feveral places on the roads about Chichefter, 
and undoubtedly come from the feeds, which were by chance carried out of the many 
gardens about that town. 

* The American brambles are here in great plenty. When a field is left uncultivated, 
they are the firft plants that appear on it; and I frequently obferved them in fuch fields 
as are annually ploughed, and have corn fown on them. For when thefe bullies arc 
once rooted, they are not eafily extirpated. Such a bulb runs out tendrils fometimes 
four fathoms off its root, and then throws a new root, fo that on pulling it up, you 
njeet with roots on both ends. On fome old grounds, which had long been uncul¬ 
tivated, there were fo many bullies of this kind, that it was very troublefonie and 
dangerous walking in them. A wine is made of the berries, as l have already men¬ 
tioned. The berries are likewife eaten when they are ripe, and tafte well. 

Oct. 6th. The chenopodium enthelminticum is very plentiful on the road, and on 
the banks of the river, but chiefly in dry places, in a loofe fandy foil. The Englilh, 
who are fettled here, call it worm-feed, and Jerufalcm oak. It has a difagreeable 
feent. In Penfylvania and New Jerfey its feeds are given to children, agatnft the 
worms, and for that purpofe they are excellent. The plant itfelf is (pontaneous in 
both provinces. 
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Tlieeuvirous of Chichefter contain many gardens, which are full of apple»?ree*, 
finking tinder the weight of innumerable apples. Moll of them are winter fruit, and 
therefore were yet quite four. Each farm has a garden, and fo has each houfe of the 
better fort. The extent of thefe gardens is likewife not inconfiderable, and therefore 
affords the poffeffor, all the year long, great fupplies in his houfekeeping, both for 
eating and drinking. I frequently was furprized at the prudence of the inhabitants of 
this country. As foon as one has bought a piece of ground, which is neither built upon 
nor fown, his firft care is to get young apple-trees, and to make a garden. He next 
proceeds to build his houfe, and laftly prepares the uncultivated ground to receive 
corn. For it is well known that the trees require many years before they arrive to per¬ 
fection, and this makes it neceflary to plant them firlh I now perceived/ near the 
farms, mills, wheels, and other inftruments, which are made ufe of in crulhing the 
. apples, in order to prepare cyder front them afterwards. 

From Chichefter I went on towards Philadelphia. The oaks were the moft plen¬ 
tiful trees in the wood. But there were feveral fpecies of them, all different from the 
European ones. The fwine now went about in groat herds in the oak woods, where 
they fed upon the acorns, which fell in great abundance from the trees. Each hog 
had a wooden triangular yoke about its neck, by which it was hindered from pene¬ 
trating through the holes in the enclofurcs ; and, for this® reafon, the endofures are 
made very flender, and eafy to put up, and do not require much wood. No other 
endofures are in ufe, but thofe which are fo like fheep-hurdles. A number of fquir- 
rels were in the oak woods, partly running on the ground, and partly leaping from 
one branch to another ; and at this time they chiefly fed upon acorns. 

I feldom faw beech-trees; but I found them quite the lame with the European ones. 
Their wood is reckoned very good for making joiner's planes of. 

I do not remember feeing any other than the black ants, or formica nigra, in 
Penfylvania. They are as black as a coal, and of two forts; l'ome very little, like the 
leaft of our ants, and others of the fize of our common reddifh ants. I have not yet 
obferved any hills of theirs, but only feen fome running about fingly. In other 
parts of America I have likewife found other fpecies of ants, as I intend to remark in 
the fequel. 

The common privet, or liguftrum vulgare, is made ufe of in many places, as a hedge 
round corn-fields and gardens; and on my whole voyage, I did not fee that any othe^ 
trees were made ufe of for this purpofe, though the Englifhmen here well know that 
the hawthorn makes a much better hedge. The privet hedges grow very thick and 
dole, but, having no fpines, the hogs, and even other animals, .break eafily through 
them; and when they have once made a hole, it requires a long while before it grows 
up again. But when the hedges confift of fpinofe bufhes, the cattle will hardly attempt 
to get through them. 

About noon I came through Chefter, a little market-town, which lies on the De¬ 
laware. A rivulet, coming down out of the country, paffes through this place, and 
difeharges itfelf into the Delaware. There is a bndge over it. The houfes ftand 
difperfed. Moft of them are built of ftone, and two or three ftories high j fome are 
however made of wood. In the town is a church and a market-place. 

Wheat was now fown every where. In fome places it was already green, having 
been fown four weeks before. The wheat fields were made in the Englilh manner, 
having no ditches in them, but numerous furrows for draining the water, at the 
'diftaace of four or fix feet from one another. Great (lumps of the trees which had 
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bfet, cufciowa, are every where feen on the fields; and this (hews that thecountiy has 
been but lately cultivated. . ^ 

y The roots of the trees do not go deep into the ground, but fpread horizontally. 
I had opportunities of obferving this in feveral places where the trees were dug up. 
For I feldom faw one whofe root went above a foot deep into the ground, though it 
was a loofe foil. 

About two Englilh miles behind Chefter, I pafied by an iron foif e, which was to 
the right hand by the road fide. It belonged to two brothers, as I was told. The ore 
however is not dug here, but thirty or forty miles from hence, where it is firft melted 
in the oven, and then carried to this place. The bellows were made of leather, and 
both they and the hammers, and even the hearth, but fmall in proportion to ours# 
All the machines were worked by water. The iron was wrought into bars. 

To-day I remarked, as I have fince frequently feen on my travels in this country, 
that horfes are very greedy of apples. When they are let into an orchard to feed 
upon the grafs, if there are any apples on the ground, they frequently leave the frelh 
green grafs and eat the apples, which, however, are not reckoned a good food for 
them; and, befides that, it is too expenfive. 

The red maple, or acer rubrutn, is plentiful in thefe places. Its proper fituations 
are chiefly fwampy, wet places, in which the alder commonly is its companion. Out 
of its wood they make plates, fpinning-wheels, rolls, feet for chairs and beds, and all 
forts of work. With the bark they die both worfted and linen, giving it a dark blue 
colour. For that purpofe it is firft boiled in water, and fome copperas, fuch as the 
hat-makers and flioe-makers commonly make ufe of, is added, before the fluff (which 
is to be dyed) is put into the boiler. This bark lifewife affords a good black ink. 
When the tree is felled early in fpring, a fweet juice runs out of it, like that which 
runs out of our birches. Thfs juice they do not make any ufe of here; but, in 
Canada, they make both treacle and fugar of it. Here is a variety of this tree, 
which they call the curled maple, the wood being as it were marbled within; it is 
much ufed in all kinds of joiner’s work, and the utenfils made of this wood are 
preferable to thofe made of any other fort of wood in the country, and are much 
dearer than thofe made of the wood of the wild cherry-trees (prunus virginiani) or of 
black walnut-trees. But the mod valuable utenfils were thofe made of curled black 
walnut, for that is an exceffive fcarce kind of wood. The curled maple was likewife 
very uncommon, and you frequently find trees, whofe outfides arc marbled but their 
infide not. The tree is therefore cut very deep before it is felled, to fee whether it 
has veins in every part. 

In the evening I reached Philadelphia. 

oa. 7th. In the morning we cuofled the Delaware in a boat to the other fide, which 
belongs to New Jerfey, each perfon paying fourpence for his paflage. The country 
here is very different from that in Ponfylvania; for here the groind is almoft mere 
land; but in the other province it is mixed with a good deal of clay, and this makes 
the ground pretty rich. The difcoverics which I made to-day of infers and plants 
I intend to mention in another work. 

A foil like this in New Jerfey, one might be led to think, could produce nothing, 
aecaufe it is fo dry and poor. Yet the maize, which is planted on it, grows ex¬ 
tremely well, and we faw many fields filled with it. The earth is of that kind in 
which tobacco commonly fucceeds, but it is not near fo rich. The ftalks of maize 
ire commonly eight feet high, more dr lefs, and are full of leaves. The maize is 
planted, as ufual, in rows, in little fquares, fo that there is a fpace of five feet and fix* 
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inches between each fquare, both in length and breadth; da each of thefe little hills 
three .or four ftalks come, up, which were not yet cut for the cattle} each fladk again 
has froth one to four ears, which are large and full of corn. A fandy ground could 
never have been better employed. In fome places the ground between the maize is 
ploughed, and rye fown in it, fo that when the maize is cut, the rye remains upon 
the field. 

We frequent!/fawafparagus growing near theenclofures, in a loofe foil, on uncul¬ 
tivated fandy fields. It is likewife plentiful between the maize, and was at prefent full 
of berries, but I cannot tell whether the feeds are carried by the wind to the places 
where I faw them ; it is however certain, that I have likewife feenit growing wild in 
other parts of America. 

The worm-feed is likewife plentiful on the road, in a fandy ground, fuch as that near 
the ferry, oppofite to Philadelphia. I have already mentioned that it is given to 
children, as a remedy to carry off the worms. It is then put into brandy, and when 
it has been in it for one hour, it is taken out again, dried, and given to the children, 
either in beer, fweetened with treacle, or in any other liquor. Its effefts are talked 
of differently. Some people fay it kills the worms; others again pretend that it forwards 
their increafe. But I know, by my own experience, that this worm-feed has had very 
good effefts upon children. 

The purilain, which we cultivate in our gardens, grows* wild in great abundance in 
the loofe foil, amongft the maize. It was there creeping on the ground, and its ftalks 
were pretty thick and fucculent; which circumftances very juftly gave reafon to wonder 
from whence it could get juice fufficient to fupply it in fuch a dry ground. It is to be 
found plentiful in fuch foil, in other places of this country. 

The bidens bipinnata is here called Spanifh needles. It grows fingle about farm- 
houfes, near roads, pales, and along the hedges. It was yet partly in flower ; but for 
the greateft part it was already out of bloffom. When the feeds are ripe it is very 
difagreeable walking where it grows, for they flick to the clothes and make them black ; 
and it is difficult to difeharge the black fpots which they occafion. Each feed has three 
fpines at its extremity } and each of thefe again is full of numerous little hooks, by 
which the feed fallens itfelf to the clothes. 

In the woods and along the hedges in this neighbourhood, fome fingle red ants 
(formica rubra) crept about, and their antennae or feel-horns, were as long as their 
bodies. 

Towards night we returned to Philadelphia. 

Oft. 8th. The fhore of Penfylvania has a great quantity of the fineft oyflers. 
About this time the people began to bring them to Philadelphia for fale. They come 
from that part of the fhore which is near the mouth*of the river Delaware. They are 
reckoned as good # as the New York oyfters, of which 1 (hall make more particular 
mention afterwards. However, I thought that this latter fort of oyfters was generally 
larger, fatter, and more palatable. It is remarkable that they commonly became 
palatable at the time when the agues had left off their fury. Some men went with 
whole carts full of oyfters, crying them about the ftreets} this is unufual here when 
any thing elfe is to be fold, but in London it is very common. The oyfter fhells are 
. thrown away, though, formerly a lime was burnt from them, which has been found 
unneceffary, there being ftones for burning of lime in this neighbourhood, and the 
lime of oyfter fhells not being as good as this other lime. The people (hewed me fome 
houfesin this town which are built of ftone, and to the mafon work of which the fime 
*Of oyfter (hells had been employed. The walls of thefe hOufes were always fb wet 
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Hid' that gfefct drbps of wader couid plainly be j&reeNipd, 

tidithentf %rif3 thus they frere as good as hygrometers *. ’Several people wfto had 1 
lived iri this ^nd^6f npufes complained of thete inconveniences. 

Oft. 9. Peafe are not much cultivated inI*enfylvania at prefent, though formerly, 
according to the accounts of forae old Swedes, every former had a little field with 
peafe. In New Jerfey, and the fouthern parts of New York, peafe are likewife not fa 
much cultivated as they ufed to be. But in the northern parts of New York, or about 
Albany, and in all the parts of Canada, which are inhabited bv the French, the people 
. fow great quantities, and have a plentiful crop. In the former colonies, a little 
defpicable infeft has obliged the people to give up fo ufeful a part of agriculture. This 
little infect* was formerly little known, but' a few years ago it multiplied exceffively. ' 
It couples in fummer, about the time when the peafe are in blolfom, and then depofits 
an egg into almoft every one of the little peafe. When the peafe are ripe, their out¬ 
ward appearance does not difcover the worm, which, however, is found within when it 
is cut. This worm lies in the pea, if it is not ftirred, during all the winter, and part 
of the fpring, and in that fpace of time confumes the greateft part of the infide of the 
pea: in fpring, therefore, little more than the mere thin outward (kin is left. This 
worm at lait changes into an infeft of the coleoptera clafs, and in that ftate creeps 
through a hole of its own making in the hulk,, and flies off, in order to look for new 
fields of peafe, in which it may couple with its cogeneric infefts, and provide food fuf. 
ficient for its pofterity. 

This noxious infeft has fpread from Penfylvania to the north. For the country of 
New York, where it is common at prefent, has not beat plagued with it above twelve 
or fifteen years ago; and before that time the people fowed peafe every year, without 
any inconvenience, and had excellent crops. But by degrees thefe little enemies came 
in fuch numbers that the inhabitants. were forced to leave off fowing of peafe. 
The people complained of this in feveral places. The country people about Albany 
have yet the pleafure to fee their fields of peafe not infefted by thefe beetles, but are 
always afraid of their approach; as it has been obferved they come every year nearer 
to that province. 

I know not whether this infeft would live in Europe, and I fhould think our Swedifh 
winters mull kill the worm, even if it be ever fo deeply inclofed in the pea; notwith- 
ftanding it is often as cold in New York (where this infeft is fo abundant) as in our 
country, yet it continues to multiply here every year, and proceeds always farther to 
the north. I was very near bringing fome of thefe vermin into Europe without know¬ 
ing of it. At my departure from America I took fome fweet peafe with me in a p ape r, 
and they were at that time quite frelh and green; but on opening the paper, after my 
arrival at Stockholm, on Auguft the ift, 1751, 1 found all the peafe hollow, and the 
head of an infeft peeping out of each. Some of thefe infefts even crclpt out, in order 
to try the weather of this new climate; but I made hafte to Ihut the paper again, in 
order to prevent the fpreading of this noxious infeft f. I own, that when I firft per* 

* At the thrill of oyfleri ire 1 marine animal produ&ton, and their cavities are full of particles of fes* 

. water,;the moiilure of it die* off, leaving behind ita fait; when the (hells are burnt, and the.lias is flacked, 
the fait mixei with the lhne: and though the mortar of fuch a lime growi ever fo dry, the particles e>f fait 
immediately attraft the mmfture of the air, and caufe that dtmpnefs complained of here. 't. 

f Though Mr. Kali hat fo carefully avoided peopling Europe with thia tnfe&, yet tin LJtrtttui affairs 
r U*,inbit oyftctoa Nttone, that the fouthem countries of Europe are already weeded with it) Seopoli 
mentions it among hiiidfsAa etnuolica, p. 63. and Geoffroy, among hit Parifian mfc&ii ygj. j, p. 367. t.,4. 
f. ha* (pven a fine figure of it. • ■ <’ *' ' ’' 
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ceived thorn, I was more frightened than I fliould have beett at 
For l at once had a full view of the whole damage, which my dear country would rave 
fuffered, if only two or three of thefe noxious ini'e&s had efcaped me. The pofterity of 
many families, and even the inhabitants of whole provinces, would have had fufficient 
reafon to detett me, as the caufe of fo great a calamity. 1 afterwards fent fome of them, 
though well lecured, to Count Teffin, and to Dr. Linnaeus, together with an account of 
their deftrudfive qualities. Dr. Linnaeus has already inferted a defeription of them in an 
academical dilT'ertation, which has been drawn up under his prefidency, and treats of 
the damages made by infedts*. He there calls this inl'edt thcBruchus of North 
America f, It was very peculiar that every pea in the paper was eaten without exception. 

When the inhabitants of Penfylvania fow peafe procured from abroad, they are not 
commonly attacked by thefe infers for the lirlt year; but in the next they take poffel- 
fionof the pea. It is greatly to be wifhed that none of the fhips which annually depart 
from New York or Penfylvania, may bring them into the European countries. From 
hence the power of a fmgle defpicable infedl will plainly appear; as alfo, that the ftudy 
of the ceconomy and of the qualities of infects is not to be looked upon as a mere 
paftime and ufelefs employment J. 

The rhus radicans is a fhrub or tree which grows abundantly in this country, 
and has in common with the ivy, called hedera arborea, the quality of not growing 
without the fupport either of a tree, a wall, or a hedge. I have feen it climbing to the 
very top of high trees in the woods, and its branches {hoot out every where little roots, 
which fatten upon the tree, and as it were enter into it. W r hen the Item is cut, it 
emits a pale brown fap of a difagreeable feent. This fap is fo {harp that the letters 
and characters made upon linen with it cannot be got out again, but grow blacker the 
more the cloth is walhed. Boys commonly marked their names on their linen with 
this juice. If you write with it on paper the letters never go out, but grow blacker 
from time to time. 

This fpecies of fumach has the fame noxious qualities as the poifonous fumach, or 
poifon-trec, which I have above deferibed, being poifonous to fome people, though not 
to every one. Therefore ail that has been faid of the poifon-tree is likewife applicable 
to this; excepting that the former has the ftronger poifon. However, 1 have feen 
people who have been as much {welled from the noxious exhalations of the latter, as 
they could have been from thofe of the former. I likewife know, that of two fitters, 
the one could manage the tree without being afl’efted by its venom, though the other 
immediately felt it as foon as the exhalations of the tree came near her, or whenever 
fhe came a yard too near the tree, and even when file flood in the way of the wind, 
which blew direftly from this fhrub. But upon me this fpecies of fumach has never 
exerted its power; though I made above a hundred experiments upon myfelf with the 
greateft ftetns, and the juice once fquirted into my eye, without doing tne any harm. 
On another perfon’s hand, which I had covered very thick with it, the ikin, a few hours 
after, became as hard as a piece of tanned leather, and peeled off in the following days, 
as if little feales fell from it. 

* DHT. dc Noxa Infcftorum, Amccn. Acad. vol. 3. p. 147. 

f In his Syftcma Naturae, he calls it bruchus pin. or the peafe beetle; and fays, that the gracula 
quifctila, or purple daw of Catefby, ft the greeted dcilroyer of them, and though this bird ha* been pro- 
feribed by the legiflature of Penfylvania, New Jerfcy, and New England, as a maize-thief, they feel how* 
ever the imprudence of extirpating this bird: for a quantity of worms, which formerly were eaten 
by thefe birds, deftroy their meadows at prefent. F. 

% If the peafe were ftceped, before they are fown, in a lye of lime water and fome diifolved arfenic, the 
pupa dr aurelia of the infeft would be killed. F. 
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morning I accompanied Mr. Cock to his country feat. ; 
i Though the woods of Penfylvania afford many oaks, and more fpecies of them than 
are found further north, yet they do not build fo many fhips in this province as they do 
iti the northern ones, and efpecially in New England. But experience has taught the 
people that the fame kind of trees is more durable the further it grows to the north, 
and that this advantage decreafes the more it grows in warm climates. It is likewife 
plain that the trees in the fouth grow more every year, and form thicker ringlets, than 
thofe in the north. The former have likewife much greater tubes for the circulation 
of the fap than the latter. And for this reafon they do not build fo many fhips in 
Penfylvania, as they do in New England, though more than in Virginia and Maryland; 
but Carolina builds very few, and its merchants get all their fhips from New England. 
Thofe which are here made of the bcft oak hardly are ferviceable above ten or at 
moft twelve years; for then they are fo rotten that nobody ventures to go to fea in them. 
Many captains of fhips come over from England to North America, in order to get 
fhips built. But moft of them choofe New England, that being the moft northerly 
province; and if they even come over in fhips which are bound for Philadelphia, they 
frequently, on their arrival, fet out from Penfylvania for New England. The Spaniards 
in the Weft Indies are faid to build their fhips of a peculiar fort of cedar, which holds 
out againft putrefaction and, wet; but it is not to be met with on the continent in the 
Engliih provinces. Here are above nine different forts of oak, but not one of them is 
comparable to the Angle fpecies we have in Sweden, with regard to its goodnefs. And 
therefore a fhip of European oak colls a great deal more than one made of American 
oak. 

Many people who chiefly employed themfclvcs in gardening, had found, in a fuccef- 
fion of years, that the red bcer,\vhich grew out of the feed which was got from New 
York, became very fweet, and had a very fine tafte ; but that it every year loft part of 
its goodnefs, if it was cultivated from feeds which were got here. The people were 
therefore obliged to get as many feeds of red beet every year from New York, as were 
wanted in their gardens. It has likewife been generally obferved, that the plants which 
are produced from Englifh feeds are always much better and more agreeable than 
thofe which come from feeds of this country. 

In the garden of Mr. Cock was a radifh, which was in the loofe foil grown fo big a: 
to be feven inches in diameter. Every body that favv it, owned it was uncommon to fet 
them of fuch a fuse. 

That fpecies of convolvulus which is commonly called batatas, has here the name ol 
Bermudian potatoes. The common people, and the gentry without diftin&ion, 
planted them in their gardens. This is done in the fame manner as with the common 
potatoes. Some people made little hillocks, into which they put thefe potatoes; but 
others only planted them in flat beds. The foil muft be a mixture of fand and earth, 
and neither too rich nor too poor. When they are going to plant them, they cut 
them as the common potatoes, taking care however that a bud or two be left on each 
piece which is intended to be planted. Their colour is commonly red without and 
yellow within. They are bigger than the common fort, and have a fweet and very 
agreeable tafte which I cannot find in the other potatoes, in artichokes, or in any other 
root; and they altnoft melt in the mouth. It is not long fince they have been planted 
here. They are dreffed in the fame manner as common potatoes, and eaten either 
along with tn em, or by themfelves. They grow very fail artd very well here; but the 
greateft difficulty confifta in keeping them over winter, for they will bear neither cold 
nor a great heat, nor wet. They muft therefore be kept, during winter, in a box 
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chimnies, they are put in fuch a boxwitn fand, at fome dlftt&ce from thefire, and theft 
they are fecured both againft froft and againft over great heat* If Will not ahfwer th< 
pufpofeto put them into dry fand in a cellar* as is commonly done With the common 
fort of potatoes; for the moifture which is always in cellars, penetrates the fand, and 
makes than putrify. It would probably be very eafy to keep them in Sweden in warm 
rooms, during the cold feafon. But the difficulty lies wholly in bringing them ovei 
to Sweden. I carried a confiderable number of them with me on leaving America, 
and took all poffible care in preferving them, but wc had a very violent ftorm at fea. 
by which the Ihip was fo greatly damaged that the water got in every where, and 
wetted our doaths, beds, and other moveables fo much, that we could* wring th< 
water out of them. It is therefore no wonder that my Bermuda potatoes were rotten: 
but as they are now Cultivated in Portugal and Spain, nay even in England, it will 
be eafy to bring them into Sweden. The drink which the Spaniards prepare from theft 
potatoes, in their American poffeffions, is not ufual in Penfylvania. * 

Mr. Cock had a paper mill, on a little brook, and all the coarfer forts of papei 
are manufa&ured in it. It is now annually rented for fifty pounds Penlylvanjf 
currency. 

OS. nth. I have already mentioned that every cquntryman has a greater 01 
leffer number of apple-trees planted round his farm-houfe, from whence he gets great 
quantities of fruit, part of which he fells, part he makes cyder of, and part he ufes in 
his own family for pies, tarts, and the like. However, he cannot exped an equal 
quantity of fruit every year; and I was told, that this year had not by far afforded 
fuch a great quantity ot apples as the preceding; the caufe of which they told me, was 
the continual and great drought in the month of May, which had hurt all the bloffoms 
of the apple trees, and made them wither. The heat had been fo great as to dry up 
all the plants, and the grafs in the fields. 

The polytrichum commune, a fpecies of mofs, grew plentifully on wet and low 
meadows between the woods, and in feveral places quite covered them, as our motles 
cover the meadows in Sweden. It was likewife very plentiful on hills. 

Agriculture was in a very bad ftate hereabouts. When a perfon had bought a piece 
of land, which perhaps had never been ploughed fince the creation, he cut down part 
of the wood, tore up the roots, ploughed the ground, fowed com on it, and the firft 
time got a plentiful crop. But the fame land being tilled for feveral yeaxaiucceffivcly 
without being manured, it at laft mud of courfe lofe its fertility. Its poffeifor there¬ 
fore leaves it fallow, and proceeds to another part of this groun4, ; |khich he treats in the 
fame manner. Thus he goes on till he has changed a great p£rt of bis pofleffiobs into 
corn-fields, and by that means deprives the ground of its fertility. He then returns to 
the firft field, which now is pretty well recovered; this he again tills as long as it will 
afford him a good crop, but when its fertility is exhaufted, he leaves it fallow again, and 
proceeds, to the reft as before. 

It being’ cuftomary here to let the cattle go about the fields and in the woods both day 
and night, the people cannot colleft much dung for manure, but by leaving the land 
fallow for (event! years together, a great quantity of weeds fpring up m it, and get fuch 
ftrength, that it requires a confiderable time to extirpate than. > From hence it iikewife 
comes, that the com is always fo much mixed with weeds. The great richneis of the 


■<>-* Mr< Miller dcfcribei this liquor is bit GurdcnerYDi&ioury, trader the article of CustoIyuIui, fpeuiw 
the 17thand.»*th. F. . ...... -.vu 
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given flfeto^^fieglea of agrieokure, which isftiU obferved hy^aai^ff 
But they -do. sot confider, that when the earth is quite eKnaoftei&ft 
^gi ya t fpace af time, and an infinite deal of labour is neceffary to bring it again ia^o 
good order j efpecially in- thefe countries which are almoft every fummer fo Fcorched 
up by, the exceflive heat and drojurht. The foil of the corn fields confifted of a thfr* 
mould, greatly tnixdd with a brick-coloured clay, and a quantity of fmall particles of 
glimmer. This latter came from the ftones which are here almoft every where to be 
. met with at the depth of a foot or thereabouts. Thefe little pieces of glimmer made the 
ground fparkle when the fun fhone upon it. 

Alrnoib all the houfes hereabouts were built either of ftone or bricks: but thofe of 


ftone were more numerous. Germantown, which is about two Englifh miles long, had 
no other houfes, and the country houfes thereabouts were all built of ftone. But thefe 
are feverai varieties of that ft one which is commonly made ufe of in building. Some¬ 
times it confifted of a black or grey glimmer, running in undulated vans, the fpaces 
between their bendings being filled up, with a grey, loofe, fmall-grained limeftone, 
which was cafily friable. Some tranfparent particles of quartz were fcattered in the 
mafs, of which the glimmer made the greateft part. It was very eafy to be cut, and 
with prope r tools could readily be fhaped into any form. Sometimes however the 
pieces confifted of a black, fmall-grained glimmer, a white fmall-grained fandftone, 
and fome particles of quartzj and the feverai conftituent parts were well- mixed 
together; and fometimes the ftone had broad ftripes of the white limeftone without 
any addition of glimmer, but moft commonly they were much blended together, and 
of a grey colour. Sometimes this ftone was found to confift of quite fine and black 
pieces of glimmer, and a grey,* loofe, and very fmall-grained limeftone. This was 
likewife very ealy to be cut, being loofe. 

Thefe varieties of the ftone are commonly found clofe together. They were every 
where to be met with, at a little depth, but not in equal quantity and goodnefs; and 1 
not always eafy to be broken. When therefore a perfon intended to build a houfe, 
he enquired where the beft ftone could be met with. It is to be found on com fields 
and meadows, at a depth which varies from two to fix feet. The pieces were different 
as to ftze. Some were eight or ten feet long, two broad, and one thick. Sometimes 
they were ftill bigger, but frequently much lefs. Hereabouts they lay in ftrata one 
above another, the thicknefs of each ftratum being about one foot. The length and 
breadth were different, but commonly fuch as I have before mentioned. They muft 
commonly dig three or four feet before they reach the firft ftratum. The loofe ground 
above that ftratum is full of little pieces of this ftone. This ground is the common 
brick-coloured foil, which is universal here, and confifts of fand and clay, though the 
former is more plentiful. The loofe pieces of glimmer which fhine fo much in it, feem> 
to have been broken off from the great ftrata of ftone. 

It muft be obferved that when the people build wih this ftone, they take care to tom*, 
the fiat fide of it curwards. But as that cannot always be done, the ftone being; 
frequently rough on all fides, it is eafily cut frnooth with tools* finceit is foft,. pnd.not 
very difficult to be broken. The ftones however are unequal in thicknefe, and therefore 
by putting them together they cannot be kept in fuch ftraight lineaas bricks. ; It;fome¬ 
times likewife happens that pieces break off when they are cut, and-leave holes on the 
out fide of the wall. But in order to fill up thefe holes, the little pieces of ftone which * 
cannot be made trie of are pounded, mixed with mortar j apd put -into the holes; the <% 
places thus filled up, are afterwards fmoothed, and when they are dry, they are * 
:M ‘ ! hardlw 
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hardly diftingirfhable from the reft, at fome diftance. At jaft out- 

fide of the wall, ftrokes of mortar, which crofs each other |K»pendjcularly^ fo that it 
looks as if the wall confifted wholly of equal fquare ftones, and as if the white ftrokei 
were the places where they were joined with mortar. The infide of the v wall is made 
fmooth, covered with mortar, and whire-wafhed. It has not been obferved that this 
kind of ftone attrafts the moifture in a rainy or wet feafon. In Philadelphia and its 
environs, you find feveral houfes built of this kind or ftone. 

The houfes here are commonly built in the Englifh manner. 

One of Mr. Cock’s negroes fhewed me the Ikin of a badger (urfus meles) which he 
had killed a few days ago, and which convinced me that the American badger is the 
fame with the Swedifh one: it was here called ground-hog. 

Towards night I returned to Philadelphia. 

Oft. 12th. In the morning we went to the river Skulkill, partly to gather feeds, 
partly to colleft plants for the herbal, and to make all forts of obfervations. The 
Skulkill is a narrow river, which falls into the Delaware, about four miles from Phila¬ 
delphia to the fouth ; but narrow as it is, it rifes on the weft fide of thole high moun¬ 
tains commonly called the Blue Mountains, and runs two hundred Englifh miles, and 
perhaps more. It is a great difadvantage to this country, that there are feveral cataracts 
in this river as low as Philadelphia, for which reafon there,pan be no navigation on it. 
To-day I made fome deferiptions and remarks on fuch plants as the cattle liked, or 
fuch as they never touched. 

I obferved levcral little fubterrancous walks in the fields, running under ground in 
various directions, the opening of winch was big enough for a mole : the earth, which 
formed as it were a vault above it, and lay elevated like a little bank, was near two 
inches high, full as broad as a man’s hand, and about two inches thick, hi unculti¬ 
vated fields I frequently faw thefe fubterraneous walks, which difeovered themfelvcs by 
the ground thrown up above them, which when trod upon gave way, and made it in¬ 
convenient to walk in the field. 

Thefe walks are inhabited by a kind of mole *, which I intend to deferibe more ac¬ 
curately in another work. Their food is commonly roots: I have obferved the fol¬ 
lowing qualities in one which was caught. It had greater ftiflheis and ftrength in its 
legs than I ever obferved in other animals, in proportion to their fize. Whenever it 
intended to dig, it held its legs obliquely like oars. I laid my handkerchief before it, 
and it began to ftir in it with the fnout, and taking away the handkerchief to fee what 
it had done to it, I found that in the fpace of a minute it had made it full of holes, and 
it looked as if it had been pierced very much by an awl. I was obliged to put fome 
books on the cover of the box in which I kept this animal, or elfe it was flung off im¬ 
mediately. It was very irafcible, and would bite great holes into any thing that was 
put in its way ; 1 held a fteel pen-cafe to it, it at firft bit at it with great violence, but 
having felt its hardnefs, it would not venture'again to bite at any thing. Thefe moles 
do not make fuch hills as the European ones, but only fuch walks as I have already 
deferibed. 

Oft. 13th. There is a plant here, from the berries of which they make a kind of 
wax or tallow, and for that reafon the Swedes call it the tallow-fhrub. The Englifh 
call the fame tree the caudleberry-tree, or bayberry-bufh ; and Dr. Linnaeus gives it 
the name of myrica cerifera; it grows abundantly on a wet foil, and feems to thrive 

. * Tbi» animal is probably .the forex criftatus of Dr. Linnicus, who fays it is like the mole, and live* m 
Penfylvania. Y. 

particularly 
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thfrneighbourhoodof the fea, nor have I ever found it high -up in 
the country far from the fea. The berries grow abundantly on the female (hrub* and 
look-as if jour had been ftrewed upon them. They are gathered late in autumn* 
being ripe al#>ut that time, and are then thrown into a kettle or pot full of boiling 
water; by this means their fat melts out, floats at the top of the water, and may be 
ikimmed off into a veffel; with the Humming, they go on till there is no tallow left. 
The tallow, as foon as it is congealed, looks like common tallow or wax, but has a 
dirty green colour; it is for that reafon melted over again and refined; by which 
means it acquires a fine and tranfparent green colour; this tallow is dearer than com¬ 
mon tallow, but cheaper than wax. In Philadelphia they pay a (hilling Penfylvania 
currency,.for a pound of this tallow; but a pound of common tallow only came to half 
that money, and wax cods as much again. From this tallow they make candles in 
many parts of this province, but they ufually mix fome common tallow with it. 
Candles of this kind do not eafily bend, nor melt in fummer as common candles do $ 


they burn better and flower, nor do they caufe any fmoke, but rather yield an agreeable 
fmell, when they are extinguilhed. An old Swede, of ninety-one years of age, told 
me, that this fort of candles had formerly been much in ufe with his countryman. At 
prefent they do not make fo many candles of this kind, if they can get the tallow of 
animals; it being too troutyefome to gather the berries. However, thefe candles are 
made ufe of by poor people, who live in the neighbourhood of a place where the bufhes 
grow, and have not cattle enough to kill, in order to fupply them with a fufficient 
quantity of tallow. From the wax of the candleberry-tree they likewife make a foap 
here, which has an agreeable fcent, and is the beft for (having. This wax is likewife 
ufed by doctors and furgeons,who reckon it exceedingly good lor plafters upon wounds. 
A merchant of this town once fetit a quantity of thefe candles to thofe American pro¬ 
vinces which had Roman Catholic inhabitants, thinking he would be well paid, fince 
wax candles are made ufe of in the Roman Catholic churches; but the clergy would 
not take them. An old Swede mentioned that the root of the candleberry-tree was 
formerly made ufe of by the Indians, as a remedy againft the tooth-ach, and that he 
himfelf having had the tooth-ach very violently, had cut the root in pieces and applied 
it round his tooth ; and that the pain had been leffened by it. Another Swede allured 
me, that he had been cured of the tooth-ach, by applying the peel of the root to it.. 
In Carolina they not only make candles out of the wax of the berries, but likewife 


fealing-wax. 


0 £t. 14th. Penny-royal is a plant which has a peculiar ftrong fcent, and grows 
abundantly on dry places in the country ; botanids call it cuniia pulegioides. It is 
reckoned very wholefome to drink as a tea, when a perfon has got cold, as it promotes 
perfpiration. I was likewife told, that on feeling a pain in any limb, this plant, if ap¬ 
plied to it, would give immediate relief. 

The goods which are (hipped to London from New England are the following: all 
forts of fi(h caught near Newfoundland and elfewhere; train-oil of feveral forts; 
whalebone, tar, pitch, mads, new (hips, of which a great number is annually built, a 
few hides, and fometimes fome forts of wood. The Englilh iflauds in America, as Ja¬ 
maica and Barbadoes, get from New England, fi(h, flelh, butter, cheefe, tallow, horfes, 
cattle; all forts of lumber, fuch as pails, buckets, and hogfheads; and have returns 
made in rum, fugar, molaffes, and other produces of the country, or in ca(h, the greated 
part of all which they fend to London (the money efpecially) in payment of the goods 
received from thence; and yet all this is infufficient to pay off the debt. . 

7 ' 0& 
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0 &. 15th. The alders grew here in confidence abufi.ds^co’on wet and,low,places, 
and even fometimes on pretty high ones, but never reached the height of the 
European alders, and commonly flood like a bulh, about a fathom or two high. Mr. 
Bartram and other gentlemen who had frequently travelled in thefe provinces, told 
me, that die more you go to the fouth, the lefs are the alders; but that they are higher 
and taller, the more you advance to the north. I found afterwards myfelf, that the 
alders, in fome places of Canada, are little inferior to the Svvcdifh ones. Their bark is 
employed here in dying red and brown. A Swedifh inhabitant of America told me, 
that he had cut his leg to the very bone, and that fome coagulated blood had al¬ 
ready been fettled within; that he had been adviled to boil the alder bark, and to wafli 
the wound often with the water: that he followed this advice, and foon got his leg 
healed, though it had been very dangerous at firft. 

The phytolacca decandra was called poke by the Englifh. The Swedes had no par¬ 
ticular name for it, but made ufe of the Englifh, with fome little variation into paok. 
When the juice of its berries is put upon paper or the like, it ftrikeS it with a high 
purple colour, which is a fine as any in the world: and it is pity that no method is as 
yet found out of making this colour laft on woollen and Knen cloth, for it fades very 
foon. Mr. Bartram mentioned, that having hit his foot againft a /tone, he had got a 
violent pain in it; he then bethought himfelf to put a leaf of the phytolacca on his foot, 
by which he loft the pain in a fhort time. The berries are eaten by the birds about 
this time. The Englifh and feverai Swedes make ufe of the leaves in fpring, when 
they are juft come out, and are yet tender and foft, and cat them partly as green calc, 
and partly in the manner we eat fpinnage. Sometimes they likewife prepare them in 
the firft of thefe ways, when the ftaiks are already grown a little longer, breaking off 
none but the upper fprouts, which are yet tender, and not woody; but in this latter 
cafe, great care is to be taken, for if you cat the plant when it is already grown up, and 
its leaves are no longer foft, you may expedt death as a confequence, which feidom 
fails to follow; for the plant has then got a power of purging the body to excefs. 1 
have known people, who, by eating great full-grown leaves of this plant, have got fuch 
a ftrong dyfentery, that they were near dying with it} its berries however are eaten in 
autumn by children, without any ill confequence. 

Woollen and linen cloth is died yellow with the bark of hiccory. This likewife is 
done with the bark of the black oak, or Linnaeus’s quercus nigra, and that variety of it 
which Catefby in his Natural Hiftory of Carolina, vol. i. tab. 19, calls quercus man- 
landica. The flowers and leaves of the impatiens noli tangere, or balfamine, likewife 
dyed all woollen fluffs with a fine yellow colour. 

Thecollinfonia canadenfis was frequently found in little woods and bufhes, in a good 
rich foil. Mr. Bartram, who knew the country perfe&ly well, was fure that Penfyl- 
vania, and all the parts of America in the fame climate, were the true and original places 
where this plant grows; for further to the fouth, neither he nor Meffrs. Clayton and 
Mitchel ever found it, though the latter gentlemen have made accurate obfervations hi 
Virginia and part of Maryland; and from his own experience he knew that it did not 
grow in the northerly parts. 1 have never found it more than fifteen minutes north of 
forty-three degrees. The time of the year when it comes up in Penfylvania is fo late, 
that its feed has but juft time fufficitnr to ripen in, and it therefore feems unlikely that 
& can fucceed farther north. Mr. Bartram was the firft who difeovered it, and fent it 
over into Europe. _ Mr. Jufijeti, during his flay at London, and Dr. Linnseus after- 
tpards, called collinfonia, from the celebrated Mr. Peter Collinfon, a merchant in 

London, 



X ALU’s T RA VELS IN NORTH AMERICA. 441 

Englilh and Swedifh Royal Societies. He well deferred 
die honour of having a plant called after his name, for there are few people that have 
promoted natural hiftory and all ufeful fciences with a zeal like his; or that have done 
as much as he towards colle&ing, cultivating, and making known all forts of plants. 
The collinfonia has a peculiar fcent, which is agreeable, but very ftrong. It always gave 
me a pretty violent head-ach whenever I paffed by a place where it flood in plenty, and 
especially when it was in dower. Mr. Bartram was acquainted with a better quality 
or this plant, which was that of being an excellent remedy againil all forts of pain in 
the limbs, and againfl a cold, when the parts affedted are rubbed with it; and Mr. Con¬ 
rad Welder, interpreter of the language of the Indians in Penfylvania, had told him of 
a more wonderful cure with this plant. He was once among a company of Indians, 
one of which had been flung by a rattle-fnake; the favages gave him over; but he 
boiled the collinfonia, and made the poor wretch drink the water, from which he hap¬ 
pily recovered. Somewhat more to the north, and in New York, they call this plant 
horfe-weed, bccaufe the horfes eat it in fpring, before any other plant comes up. 

Odl. 16th. I afked Mr. Franklin, and other gentlemen who were well acquainted 
with this country, whether they had met with any figns, from whence they could have 
concluded, that any place which was now a part of the continent, had formerly been 
covered with water ? and l got the following account in anfwer: 

Firft, on travelling from hence to the fouth you meet with a place where the high 
road is very low in the ground between two mountains. On both fides you fee nothing 
but oyfler-fhells and mufcle-fhells in immenfe quantities above each other; however 
the place is many miles off the fea. 

Second, whenever they dig wells, or build houfes in town, they find the earth lying 
in feveral flrata above each other. At a depth of fourteen feet or more, they find 
globular Hones, which are as fmooth on the outfide as thofe which lie on the fea-fhore, 
and are made round and fmooth by the rolling of the waves; and after having dug 
through the fand, and reached a depth of eighteen feet or more, they difeover in feme 
places a flime like'that which the fea throws up on the fhore, and which commonly 
lies at its bottom and in rivers: this flime is quite full of trees, leaves, branches, reed, 
charcoal, &c. * 

Third, it has fometimes happened that new houfes have funk on one fide in a fhort 
time, and have obliged the people to pull them down again. On digging deeper, for 
a very hard ground to build upon, they have found a quantity of the above (lime, 
wood, roots, &c. 


Are not thefe reafons fufficient to make one fuppofe that thofe places in Philadelphia, 
which are at prefent fourteen feet and more under ground, formerly were the bottom of 
the fea, and that, by feveral accidents, fand, earth, and other things, were carried upon 
it ? or, that the Delaware formerly was broader than it is at prefent ? .or, that it has 
changed its courfe ? This lafl flill often happens at prefent; the river breaking off the 
bank on one fide, and forming one on the other. Both the Swedes and Englifh often 
fhewed me fuch places. 

Oct. 18th. At prefent I did not find above ten different kinds of plants in bloffom : 
they were, a gentiana, two fpecies of after, the common golden rod, or folidago virga 
aurea, a fpecies of hieracium, the yellow wood-forrel, or oxalis corniculata, the fox¬ 
gloves, or digitalis purpurea, the hamamelis virginiana, or witch hazel, our common 
millefoil, or achilloea millefolium, and our dandelion, or leontodon taraxacum. AH 
other plants had for this year laid afide their gay colours. Several trees, efpedatty 
thofe which were to flower early in fpring, had already formed fuch large buds, that on 
vol. xiii. 3 L opening 
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opening theft all the parts of fruftification, fuch as calyj^ corolla, ftamiaa,' 8nd[ 
piftiilum, were plainly diftinguifhable. it was therefore eaffyto determine the genus 
to which fuch trees belonged. Such were the red maple,' or acer rubrum, ana the 
laurus aeftivalis, a fpecies of bay. Thus nature prepared to bring forth flowers, with 
the firft mild weather in the next year. The buds were at prefent quite hard, and all 
their parts preffed clofe together, that the cold might by all means be excluded. 

The black walnut-trees had for the greateft part dropt their leaves, and many of 
them were entirely without them. The walnuts thcmfelves were already fallen off. 
The green peel which endofed them, if frequently handled, would yield a black 
colour, which Could not be got off the fingers in two or three weeks time, though the 
hands were wafhed ever fo much. 

The comus florida was called dog-wood by the Englifh, and grew abundantly in the 
woods. It looks beautiful when it is adorned with its numerous great white flowers in 
fpring. The wood is very hard, and is therefore made ufe of for weavers fpools, 
joiners planes, wedges, &c. When the cattle fall down in fpring for want of ftrength, 
the people tie a branch of this tree on their neck, thinking it will help them. 

Oft. 19th. The tulip-tree grows every where in the woods of this country. The 
botanifts call it liriodendron tulipifera, bccaufe its flowers, both in refpeft to their fize, 
and in refpeft to their exterior form, and even in fome meafure with regard to their 
colour, refemble tulips. The Swedes call it canoe-tree, for both the Indians and the 
Europeans often make their canoes of the (tern of this tree. The Englifhmcn in Pen- 
fylvaniagiveitthenameof poplar. It is reckoned a tree which grows to the greateft 
height and thicknefs of any in North America, and which vies in that point with our 
greateft European trees. The white oak and the fir in North America, however, 
are little inferior to it. It cannot therefore but be very agreeable to fee in fpring, at 
the end of May (when it is in bloffom), one of the greateft trees covered for a fortnight 
together with flowers, which, with regard to their fhape, fize, and partly colour, 
are like tulips; the leaves have Iikcwife fomething peculiar ; the Englifh, therefore, 
in fome places, call the tree the old woman’s finock, bccaufe their imagination finds 
fomething like it below the leaves. 

Its wood is here made ufe of for canoes, boards, planks,, bowls, difhes, fpoons, 
door-pofts, and all forts of joiners work. I have feen a barn of a confiderable fize, 
whofe walls and roof were made of a fingle tree of this kind, fplit into boards. 
Some joiners reckoned this wood better than oak, becaufe this latter frequently is 
’ warped, which the other never does, but works very eafy ; others again valued it 
very little. It is certain, that it contrafts fo much in hot weather, as to occafion 
great cracks in the boards, and in wet weather it fwells fo as to be near burfling, 
and the people hardly know of a wood in thefe parts which varies fo much in con- 
trafting and expanding itfelf. The joiners, however, make much ufe of it in their 
work; they fay there are two fpecies of it; but they are merely two varieties, one 
of which, in time, turns yellow within; the other is white; the former is faid to 
have a loofer texture. The bark (like Ruffian glafs) is divifible into very thin 
leaves, which are very tough like baft, though I have never feen it employed as fuch. 
The leaves, when crufhed and applied to the forehead, are faid to be a remedy 
againft the head-ach. When horfes are plagued with worms, the bark is pounded, 
and given them quite dry. Many people believe its roots to be as efficacious againft 
the fever as the Jefuits bark. The trees grow in all forts of dry foil, both on high 
£nd low grounds, but too wet a foil will not agree with them. 

‘Oft. 
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■ hlax^pae is to be met with in feveral parts of Penfylvania and 

New Jerfey, in a poor lwampy foil, or on wet meadows. Dr. Linnasus callsit mag¬ 
nolia glauca; both the Swedes and Englifh call it beaver-tree, becaufe the root of 
this tree is the dainty of beavers, which are caught by its means; however, the 
Swedes fometimes gave it a different name, and the Englifh as improperly called it 
fwamp faffafras, and white laurel. The trees of this kind dropt their leaves early 
in autumn, though fome of the young trees kept them all the winter. 1 have feidom 
found the beaver-tree to the north of Penfylvania, where it begins to flower about 
the end of May. The feent of its bloffotns is excellent; for by it you can difeover, 
within three quarters of an Englifh mile, whether thefe little trees ftand in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, provided the wind be not againfl it. For the whole air is filled with mis 
fweet and pleafant feent. It is beyond defeription agreeable to travel in the woods 
about that time, efpecially towards night. They retain their flowers for three weeks, 
and even longer, according to the quality of the foil on which the trees ftand; and, 
during the whole time of their being in bloffom, they fpread their odoriferous ex¬ 
halations. The berries likewife look very fine when they are ripe, for they have a 
rich red colour, and hang in bunches on flender ftalks. The cough, and other 
pe&oral difeafes, are cured by putting the berries into rum or brandy, of which a 
draught every morning may be taken ; the virtues of this remedy were univerfally 
extolled, and even praifed for their falutary effefts in confumptions. The bark being 
put into brandy, or boiled in any other liquor, is faid not only to eafe pe&oral difeafes, 
but likewife to be of fome fervice againft all internal pains and heat; and it was 
thought that a dcco&ion of it could flop the dyfentery. Perfons who had caught 
cold, boiled the branches of the beaver-tree in water, and drank it to their great relief. 
A Swede, called Lars Lack, give the following account of a cure effeded by this 
tree: one of his relations, an old man, had an open fore in his leg, which would 
not heal up again, though he had had much advice, and ufed many remedies. An 
Indian at laft effeded the cure in the following manner: he burnt fome of this wood to 
charcoal, which he reduced to powder, mixed with the frefh hit of pork, and rubbed 
the open places feveral times. This dried up the holes, which before were continually 
open, and the legs of the old man were quite found to his death. The wood is likewiie 
made ufe of for joiners planes. 

Od. 2 2d. Upon trial it has been found that the following animals and birds, which 
ire wild in the woods of North America, can be made nearly as tradable as domeftic 
inimals. 

The wild cows and oxen, of which feveral people of diftindion have got young 
:alves from thefe wild cows, which are to be met with in Carolina, and other pro¬ 
vinces to the fouth of Penfylvania, and brought them up among the tame cattle; 
when grown up, they were perfedly tame, but, at the fame time, very unruly, fo 
:hat there was no enclofure ftrong enough to refift them, if they had a mind to break 
hrough it; for as they poflefs a great ftrength in their neck, it was eafy for them to 
iverthrow the pales with their horns, and to get into the corn-fields j and as foon as 
hev had made a road, all the tame cattle followed them; they likewife copulated 
with the latter, and by that means generated as it were a new breed. This American 
fpecies of oxen is Linnasus’s bos bifon, ( 3 . 

American deer can likewife be tamed; and I have feen them tame myfelf in different 
places. A farmer in New Jerfey had one in his poffefiion, which he had caught when 
it was very young; and at prefent it was fo tame, that in the day-time it run into the* 
wood for its food, and towards night it returned home, and frequently brought a 

3 l 2 wild 
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wild deer out of 1 the wood, giving its matter an opport un ity to fhoot k> Several 
people have therefore tamed young deer, and make ufe ©rTtbem for hunting wild 
deer, or for decoying them home, efpecially in the time of their rutting. 

Beavers have been fo tamed, that they have gone on fitting, and brought home what 
they had caught to their matters. This often is the cafe with otters, of which I have 
feen fome, which were as tame as dogs, and followed their matters wherever they 
went; if he went out in a boat, the otter went with him, jumped into the water, and 
after a while came up witji a fitt. The opoffum can likewife be tamed, fo as to fol¬ 
low people like a dog. 

The raccoon, which we (Swedes) call fiupp, can in time be made fo tame as to run 
about the ftreets like a domeftic animal; but it is impoffible to make it leave off its 
habit of Healing. In the dark it creeps to the poultry, and kills in one night a whole 
flock. Sugar and other fweet things mutt be carefully hidden from it; for if the 
chefts and boxes are not always locked up, it gets into them, eats the fugar, and licks 
up the treacle with its paws: the ladies therefore have every day fome complaint 
againft it, and for this reafon many people rather forbear the diverfion which this ape¬ 
like animal affords. 

The grey and flying fquirrels are fo tamed by the boys, that they fit on their 
ttoulders, and follow them every where. 

The turkey cocks and hens run about in the woods of this country, and differ in 
nothing from our tame ones, - except in their fuperior fize, and redder though more 
palatable flett. When their eggs are found in the wood, and put under tame turkey 
hens, the young ones become tame; however, when they grow up, it fometimes 
happens that they fly away; their wings are therefore commonly clipped, efpecially 
when young; but the tamed turkeys are commonly' much more irafcible than thole 
which are naturally tame. The Indians likewife employ themfelves in taming them 
and keeping them near their huts. 

Wild geefe have likewife been tamed in the following manner: when the wild geefe 
firft come hither in fpring, and ftop a little while (for they do not breed in Penfyl- 
vania) the people try to ttoot them in the wing, which, however, is generally mere 
chance. They then row to the place where the wild-goofe fell, catch it, and keep 
it for fome time at home; by this means many of them have been made fo tame, that 
when they were let out in the morning they returned in the evening; but, to be 
more fure of them, their wings are commonly clipped. 1 have feen wild-geefe of 
this kind, which the owner affured me that he had kept for more than twelve years; 
but though he kept eight of them, yet he never had the pleafure to fee them copulate 
with the tame ones, or lay eggs. ■ 

Partridges, which are here in abundance, may likewile be fo far tamed, as to run 
about all day with the poultry, and to come along with them to be fed when they are 
called. In the fame manner I have feen wild pigeons, which were made fo tame as 
to fly out and return again. In fome winters there are immenfe quantities of wild 
pigeons in Penfylvania. 

Oft. 24th. Of all the rare birds of North America, the humming-bird is the moft 
admirable, or at leatt moft worthy of peculiar attention. Several reafons induce me 
to believe, that few parts of the world can produce its equal. Dr. Linnaeus calls it 
trochilus colubris. The Swedes, and fome Englittmen, call it the king’s bird; but 
the nam| of humming-bird is more common. Catefby, in his Natural Hiftory of 
Carolina, vol. i. page 6 5. tab. 65. has drawn it, in its natural fize, with its proper 
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ttAXM’* TRAVELS m XORTH AMERIQA. 445 

colours, Sd added a of it*. In fuse it is not much bigger than a large 

humble-bee, and is therefore the leaft of all birdsf, or it is much if there is a Idler 
fpecies in the world. Its plumage is molt beautifully coloured, moft of its feathers 
Being green, fome grey, and others forming a Ihining red ring round its neck ; the 
tail glows with fine feathers, changing from green into a brafs colour. Thefe birds 
come here in fpring, about the time when it begins to grow very warm, and make 
their nefts in fummerj but, towards autumn, they retreat again into the more 
fouthern countries of America. They fubfift barely upon the neSar, or fweet juice 
of flowers, contained in that part which botanifts call the nettarium, and which they 
fuck up with their long bills. Of all the flowers, they like thofe moft, which have a 
long tube; and I have obferved that they have fluttered chiefly about the iinpatiens 
noli tangere, and the monarda with crimfon flowers. An inhabitant of the country is 
fure to have a number of thefe beautiful and agreeable little birds before his windows 
all the fummer long, if he takes care to plant a bed with all forts of fine flowers under 
them. It is indeed a diverting 1 ‘pedacle to fee thefe little, a&ive creatures flying about 
the flowers like bees, and fucking their juices with their long and narrow bills. The 
flowers of the above-mentioned monarda grow verticillated, that is, at different 
diftances they furround the ftalk, as the flowers of our mint (rnentha), baftard hemp* 
(galeopfis), mother-wort (Jeonurus), and dead nettle (lamium). It is therefore diverting 
to fee them putting their bills into every flower in the circle. As foon as they have 
fucked the juice of one flower, they flutter to the next. One that has not feen them 
would hardly believe in how fbort a fpace of time they have had their tongues in all the 
flowers of a plant, which when large, and with a long tube, the little bird, by putting 
its head into them, looks as if it crept with half its body into them. 

During their fucking the juice out of the flowers they never fettle on it, but flutter 
continually like bees, bend their feet backwards, and move their wings fo quick that 
they are hardly vifible. During this fluttering they make a humming like bees, or 
like that which is occafioned by tfic turning of a little wheel. After they have thus, 
without refting, fluttered for a while, they fly to a neighbouring tree or poft, and re¬ 
fume their vigour again. They then return to their humming and fucking. They are 
not very fliy; and I, in company with feveral other people, have not been full two 
yards from the place where they fluttered about and fucked the flowers; and though 
we fpoke and moved, yet they were no ways difturbed ; but, on going towards them, 
they would fly off with the fwiftnefs of an arrow. When feveral of them were on the 
fame bed there was always a violent combat between them, in meeting each other at, 
the fame flower (for envy was likewife predominant amongft thefe little creatures), and 
they attacked with fuch imnetuofity that it would feem as if the ftrongeft would pierce 
its antagonift through and through with its long bill. During the fight, they feera to 
Hand in the air, keeping themfelves up by the incredibly fwift motion of their wings. 
When the windows towards the garden are open, they purfue each other into the 
rooms, fight a little, and flutter away again. Sometimes they come to a flower 
which is withering, and has no more juice in ir; they then, in a fit of anger, pluck 
it off, and throw it on the ground, that it may not miflead them for the future. 
If a garden contains a great number of thefe little birds, they are feen to pluck 

* The fame it to be met with in Edwards’* Natural Hiftory of Birds, p. t8. tab. 38. F. 

4 There is a much lcflei fpecies of humming-bird, by Limueua called trochHus minimus, being the 
leaft bird known 1 Sir Hans ^loane’t living one weighed only twenty grains, and Mr. Edwards’s dry one 
fotty-five. It is drawn >0 Edwards’s birds, 1.150. in its natural fize, together with its egg. F. " 
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off the flowers, in fuch quantities that the ground is quite-covered with thera,and 
it Teems as if this proceeded from a motion of envy. 

Commonly you hear no other found than their humming; but when they fly againft 
each other in the air, they make a chirping noife like a fparrow or chicken. I have 
fometimes walked with feveral other people in fmall gardens, and thefe birds have on all 
Tides fluttered about us without appearing very ftiy. They are fo fmall that one 
would eafily miftake them for great humming-bees or butterflies, and their flight re- 
fembles that of the former, and is incredibly fwift. They have never been obferved to 
feed on infe&s or fruit; the neftar of flowers feems therefore to be their only food. 
Several people have caught fome humming-birds, on account of their Angular beauty, 
and have put them into cages, where they died for want of a proper food. However, 
Mr. Bartram has kept a couple of them for feveral weeks together, by feeding them 
with water in which fugar had been diflblved; and I am of opinion, that it would not 
.be difficult to keep them all winter in a hot-houfe. 

The humming-bird always builds its neft in the middle of a branch of a tree, and it is 
fo fmall that it cannot be feen from the ground, but he who intends to fee it muff get 
up to the branch. For this reafon it is looked upon as a great rarity if a neft is acci¬ 
dentally found, efpccially as the trees in fummer have fo thick a foliage. The neft is like- 
wife the leaft of all; that which is in my pofleflion is quite found, and confifts in the 
inflde of a brownifh and quite foft down, which feems to have been collected from the 
leaves of the great mullein or verbafcum thapfus, which are often found covered with 
a foft wool of this colour, and the plant is plentiful here. The outftdeof the neft has a 
coating of green mofs, fuch as is common on old pales, or enclofures, and on trees; the 
inner diameter of the neft is hardly a geometrical inch at the top, and its depth half an 
inch. It is however known, that the humming-birds make their nefts likewife of flax, 
hemp, mofs, hair, and other fuch foft materials; they are laid to lay two eggs, each of 
the fizc of a pea. 

OH. 2 5th. I employed this day and the next in packing up all the feeds gathered 
this autumn, for I had an opportunity of fending them to England by the fhips which 
failed about this time. From England they were forwarded to Sweden. 

Odt. 27th. In the morning I let out on a little journey to New York, in company 
with Mr. Cock, with a view to fee the country, and to enquire into the fafeft road, 
which I could take in going to Canada, through the defart or uninhabited country be¬ 
tween it and the Englilh provinces. 

, That part where we travelled at prefent was pretty well inhabited on both fides of 
the road, by Englilhmen, Germans, and other Europeans. Plains and hills of different 
dimenfions were feen alternately : mountains and ftones I raver law, excepting a few 
pebbles. Near almoft every farm was a great orchard won peach and apple-trees. 
Tome of which were yet loaded with fruit. 

The enclofures were in fome parts low enough for the cattle to leap over them with 
eafe; to prevent this the hogs had a triangular wooden yoke; and to the horfe’s neck 
was faftened a piece of wood, which at the lower end had a tooth or hook, fattening in 
the enclofure, and flopping the horfe, juft when it lifted its fore feet to leap over; but I 
know not whether this be a good invention with regard to horfes. They were likewife 
kept in bounds by a piece of wood, one end of which was faftened to one of the fore 
feet, and the other to one of the hind feet, and it forced them to walk pretty flowly, as 
at the lame time it made it impoflible for them to leap over the enclofures. To me it 
appeared that the horfes were fubjeft to ail forts of dangerous accidents from this piece 
of wood. 


Near 
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Nearliiew Frankfin|j^fcrode over a little ftone bridge, and fomewhat furthtr, eight 
or nine Englilh miles from Philadelphia, we palled over another, which was likewxfe of 
ftone. There are not yet any mileftones put up in the country, and the inhabitfnts 
only compute the diftances by guefs. We were afterwards brought over a river in a 
ferry, where we paid threepence a perfon for ourfelves and our horfes. 

At one of the places where we ftopt to have our horfes fed, the people had a mocking¬ 
bird in a cage; and it is here reckoned the bell finging bird, though its plumage be very 
fimple, and not Ihowy at all. At this time of the year it does not ling. Linmcus calls 
ittiurdus polyglottos; and Catelby, in his Natural Hiftory of Carolina, vol. i. p. 27*- 
tab. 27, has likewife deferibed and drawn this bird. The people faid that it built its 
nefts in the bullies and trees, but is fo Ihy, that if any body come and look at its eggs, 
it leaves the neft, never to come to it again. Its young ones require great care in being 
bred up. If they are taken from their mother and put into a cage fhe feeds them for 
three or four days but feeing no hopes of letting them at liberty, fhe flics away ; it 
then often happens, thar the young ones die foon after, doubtlefs becaufe they cannot 
accuftom themfelves to eat what the people give them. Thefc birds ftay all fummer in 
the colonies, but retire in autumn to the fourh, and ftay away all winter. They have 
got the name of mocking-birds on account of their Ikill in imitating the not?: of almoit 
every bird they hear. Thp fong peculiar to them is excellent, and varied by an infinite 
change of notes and melody; feveral people are therefore of opinion that they are the 
beft finging birds in the world. So much is certain, that few birds come up to them ; 
this is what makes them precious. 

About noon we came to New Briftol, a fmall town in Penfylvania, on the banks of 
the Delaware, about fifteen Englilh miles from Philadelphia. Moft of the houl'es are 
built of ftone, and ftand afunder. The inhabitants carry on a fmall trade, though 
molt of them get their goods from Philadelphia. On the other fide of the river, almoft: 
directly oppolite to New Briftol, lies the town of Burlington, in which the governor of 
New Jerfey refides. 

Country feats appeared on both fides of the roads. But foon we came into a lane 
enclofed with pales on both fides, including pretty great corn-fields. Next followed a 
wood, and we perceived, for the fpace of four Englifh miles, nothing but woods, and a 
very poor foil, on which the lupinux perennis grew plentifully and fucceeded well. I 
was overjoyed to fee a plant come on fo well in thefe poor dry places, and even began 
to meditate how to improve this difeovery in a foil like that which it inhabited. But I 
afterwards had the mortification to find that the horfes and cows eat almoft all the other * 
plants, but left the lupine, which was however very green, looked very frefh, and was 
extremely foft to the touch.* Perhaps means may be found out of making this plant 
palatable to fhe cattle. In the evening we arrived at Trenton, after having previoufly 
pafled the Delaware in a ferry. 

Oft. 28th. Trenton is a long narrow town, fituate at fome diftance from the* river 
Delaware, on a fandy plain; it belongs to New Jerfey, and they reckon it thirty miles 
from Philadelphia. It has two fmall churches, one for the people belonging to the 
church of England, the other for the Prefbyterians. The houfes are partly built of 
ftone, though moft of them are made of wood or planks, commonly two (tones high, 
together with a cellar below the building, and a kitchen under ground, clofe to the 
cellar. The houfes ftand at a moderate diftance from one another. They are com¬ 
monly built fo that the ftreet pafles along one fide of the houfes, while ga dens of dif¬ 
ferent dimenfions bound the other fide; in each garden is a draw-well; the place is* 
reckoned very healthy. Our landlord told us, that twenty-two years ago, when he 
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firft fettfed here, there was hardly more than one houfe; butfisgithat time Trenton has 
encreafcd fo much that there are at prefent near a hundred homes. The hdufes were 
within divided into feveral rooms by their partitions of boards. The inhabitants of the 
place carried on a fmall trade with the goods which they got from Philadelphia, but 
their chief gain confided in the arrival of the numerous travellers between that city and 
New York; for they are commonly brought by the Trenton yatchs from Philadelphia 
to Trenton, or from thence to Philadelphia. But from Trenton further to New 
Brunfwick, the travellers go in the waggons which fet out every day for that place. 
Several of the inhabitants, however, likewife fubfift on the carriage for all forts of 
goods, which are every day fent in great quantities either from Philadelphia to New 
York or from thence to the former places; for between Philadelphia and Trenton all 
goods go by water, but between Trenton and New Brunfwick they are all carried by 
land, and both thefe conveniences belong to people of this town. 

For the yatchts which go between this place and the capital of Pcnfylvania, they 
ufually pay a Ihilling and iixpence of Pcnfylvania currency per perfon, and every one 
pays bolides for his baggage. Every paflenger mult provide meat and drink for him- 
felf, or pay feme fettled fare: between Trenton and New Brunfwick a perfun pays 
two fliillings and Iixpence, and the baggage is likewife paid for feparately. 

We continued our journey in the morning ; the country through which we pafied 
was for the greateft part level, though fometimes there were foine long hills; fome 
parts were covered with trees, but far the greater part of the country was without 
woods ; on the other hand, 1 never faw any place in America, the towns excepted, fo 
well peopled. An old man, w ho lived in this neighbourhood, and accompanied us for 
fome part of the road, however allured me, that he could well remember the time 
when between Trenton and New Brunfwick there wefe not above three farms, and he 
reckoned it was about fifty and fome odd years ago. During the greater part of the 
day we had very extenfive corn-fields on both fides of the road; and commonly to¬ 
wards the fouth the country had a great declivity. Near almoft every farm was a 
fpacious orchard full of peaches and apple-trees, and in fome of them the fruit was fallen 
from the trees in fuch quantities as to cover nearly the whole furface. Part of it they 
left to rot, lince they could not take it all in and confume it. Wherever we paffed by, 
we were always welcome to go into the fine orchards, and gather our pockets full of 
the choiceft fruit, w ithout the poflefibr’s fo much as looking after it. Cherry-trees 
were planted near the farms, on the roads, &c. 

The barns* had a peculiar kind of conftruction hereabouts^ which I will give a concife 
defeription of. The whole building was very great, fo as almoft to equal a fmall 
church ; the roof was pretty high, covered with wooden fhingles, declining on both 
fides, but not ftcep: the walls which fupport it were not much higher than a full- 
grown man; but, on the other hand, the breadth of the building was the more confi- 
derable: in the middle was the threlhing-floor, and above it, or in the loft or garret, 
they put the com which was not yet threfhed, the ftraw, or any thing elfe, according to 
the feafon : on one fide wore ftables for the horfes, and on the other for the cows. 
And the fmall cattle had likewife their particular ftables or ftyes; on both ends of the 
buildings were great gates, fo that one could come in with a cart and horfes through one 
of them,-and go out*at the other: here was therefore under one roof the threlhing- 
floor, the barn, the ftables, the hay-loft, the coach-houfe, &c. This kind of buildings 
is chiefly made ul'e of by the Dutch and Germans j for it is to be obferved, that the 

* The author Teems to comprehend more by this word than what it commonly includes, for he defenbes 
it as a building which contains both a barn and ftables. F. 

country 
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•coantnr between Trcn top tnd Kew York »inhabited by few Englilhmen, but, inftead of 
them, by Germans or Xttdch *, the latter of which efpecially are numerous. 

Before I proceed I, find it neceffary to remark one thing with regard to the Indians, 
or old Americans. For this account may perhaps meet with readers, who, like many 
■people of my acquaintance, may be of opinion that all North America was almoft 
wholly inhabited by favage or heathen nations, and they may be aftonifhed that I do 
mot mention them more frequently in my account. Others may perhaps imagine, that 
when 1 mention in my journal that the country is much cultivated, that in fevcral 
places houfes of (tone or wood are built, round which are corn-fields, gardens, and 
orchards, .that I am fpeaking of the property of the Indians; to undeceive than, I 
here give jthe following explication. The country, efpecially all along the coafts, in the 
Englifh colonies, is inhabited by Europeans, who in fome places are already £> numerous 
that few parts of Europe are more populous. The Indians have fold the country to 
the Europeans, and have retired further up: in moft parts you may travel twenty Sweaifh 
miles, or about a hundred and twenty Englilh miles from the fea-ihore before you 
reach the firft habitations of the Indians : and it is very poffible for a perfon to have 
been at Philadelphia and other towns on the fea-fhore for half a year together without 
fo much as feeing an Indian. I intend in the fequel to give a more circumftantial 
account of them, their religion, manners, (Economy, and other particulars relating to 
them: at prefent I return to the fequel of my journal. 

About nine Englifh miles from Trenton, the ground, began to change its colour j 
hitherto it confided of a confiderable quantity of hazel-coloured clay, but at prefent 
the earth was a reddifli brown, fo that it fometimes had a purple colour, and fometimes 
looked like logwood. This colour came from a ved limeftone, which approached 
very near to that which is on th<? mountain Kinftekulle in Weft Gothland, and makes 
a particular ftratum in the rock. The American red limeftone therefore feems to be 
merely a variety of that 1 faw in Sweden, it lay in ftrata of two or three fingers 
thicknefs; but was divifible into many thinner plates or fhivers, whofe furface was 
feldom flat and fmooth, but commonly rough : the flrata themfelves were frequently 
cut off by horizontal cracks. When thefc ftones were expofed to the air they, by 
degrees, fhivered and withered into pieces, and at laft turned into duft. The people 
of this neighbourhood did not know how to make any ufe of it; the foil above is 
fometimes rich and fometimes poor: in fuch places where the people had lately dug 
new wells, I perceived that moft of the ruhbifh which was thrown up confifted of fuch 
a ljpecies of ftone. This reddifh brown earth we always faw rill near New Brunfwick, 
where it is particularly plentiful. The banks of the river ihewed, in many places, nothing 
but ftrata of limeftone, which did not run horizontally but dipped very much. 

About ten o’clock in the morning we came to Prince-town, which is fituated in a 
plain. Moft of the houfes are built of wood, and are not contiguous, fo that there 
are gardens and paftures between them. As thefe parts were foouer inhabited by 
Europeans than Penfylvania, the woods were likewife more cut away, and the 
country more cultivated, fo that one might have imagined himfelf to be in Europe. 

We now thought of continuing our journey, but as it began to rain very heavily, 
and continued fo during the whole day and part of the night, we were forced to flay 
till next morning. 

♦ Thi» kind of building i« frequent in the north of Germany, Holland, and Prui&a, and therefore it is no 
wonder that it is, employed by people who were ufed to them in their own country. 1'. 
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OS. 29th. This morning we proceeded on our joufney.|$The country wait pretty 
well peopled; however there were yet great woods in many places: they all confided 
of deciduous trees j and 1 did not perceive a fingle tree of the fir kind till 1 came to 
New Brunfwick. The ground was level, and did not feem to be every where of the 
riched kind. In fome places it had hillocks, lofing themfelves almod imperceptibly 
in the plains, which were commonly eroded by a rivulet. Almod near every farm- 
houfe were great orchards. The houfes were commonly built of timber, and at 
fome didance by themfelves dood the ovens for baking, confiding commonly of clay. 

.On a hill covered with trees, and called Rock-hill, I faw feveral pieces of done or 
rock, fo big that they would have required three men to roll them down. But 
befides thefe there were few great dones in the country; for mod. of thofc 
which we faw could eafily be lifted up by a fingle man. In another place we per¬ 
ceived a number of little round pebbles, but we did not meet with either mountains 
or rocks. 

About noon we arrived at New Brunfwick, a pretty little town in the province of 
New Jerfey, in a valley on the wed fide of the river Rareton; on account of its low 
fituation it cannot be feen (coming from Penfylvania) before you get to the top of 
the hill, which is quite clofe up to it: the town extends north and fouth along the 
river. The German inhabitants have two churches, one,of done and the other of 
wood; the Englifh church is of the latter kind, but the prefbylerians were building 
one of done: the town-houfe makes likewife a pretty good appearance. Some of the 
other houfes are built of bricks, but mod of them are made either wholly of wood, or 
of bricks and wood ; the wooden houfes are not made of drong timber but merely 
of boards or planks, which are within joined by laths: fuch houfes as confid of both 
wood and bricks have only the wall towards the dfeet of bricks, all the other fides 
being merely of planks. This peculiar kind of odentation would eafily lead a traveller 
who pades through the town in hade, to believe that mod of the houfes are built of 
bricks. The houfes were covered with fhingles; before each door there was an eleva¬ 
tion, to which you afeend by fome deps from the dreet; it refembled a finall balcony, 
and had fome benches on both fides, on which the people fat in the evening, in order 
to enjoy the frefh air, and to have the pleafure of viewing thofe who palled by. The 
town has only one dreet lengthways, and at its northern extremity there is a dreet 
acrofs; both of thefe are of a confiderable length. 

The river Rareton pafles hard by the town, and is deep enough for great yachts to 
come up; its breadth near the town is within the reach of a common gun-mot; the 
tide comes up feveral miles beyond the town, the yachts were’placed lengthways along 
the bridge; the river has very high and pretty deep banks on both fides, but near the 
town there are no fuch banks, it being fituated in a low valley. One of the dreets is 
almod entirely inhabited by Dutchmen, who came hither from Albany, and for that 
reafon they call it Albany-dreet. Thefe Dutch only keep company among themfelves, 
and feldom or ever go amongd the other inhabitants, living as it were quite feparate 
from them. New Brunfwick belongs to New Jerfey; however the greated part, or 
rather all its trade is to New York, which is about forty Englifh miles diftant; to 
1 that place they fend corn, flour in great quantities, bread, feveral other neceiTaries, 
a great quantity of linfeed, boards, timber, wooden veffels, and all forts of carpenter’s 
work. Several fmall yachts are every day going backwards and forwards between 
thefe two towns. The inhabitants likewife get a confiderable profit from the travellers 
who every hour pafs through on the high road. 


The 
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■ The fteep banks confiftofthe red limeftone, which I have before defcribed. It is 
here plainly vifible that *e ftrata are not horizontal) but confiderably dipping, efpe- 
cially towards the fouth. The weather and the air has in a great meafUre diffolved the 
ftone here: I enquired whether it could not be made ufe of \ but was affured, that id 
building houfes it was entirely ufelefs; for, though it is hard and permanent under 
ground, yet, on being dug out, and expofed for fome time to the air, it firfl crumbles 
into greater, then into leffer pieces, and at laft is converted into duft. An inhabitant 
of this town, however, tried to build a houfe with this fort of ftone, but its outfides 
being expofed to the air, foon began to change fo much, that the owner was obliged 
to put boards all over the wall to preferve it from falling to pieces. The people 
however pjretend that this ftone is a very good manure, if it is fcattered upon the corn-’ 
fields in its rubbifh ftate, for it is faid to ftifle the weeds: it is therefore made ufe of 
both on the fields and in gardens *. 

Towards the evening we continued our journey, and were ferried over the river 
Rareton, together with our horfes. In a very dry fummer, and when the tide has 
ebbed, it is by no means dangerous to ride through this river. On the oppofite fhore 
the red juniper tree was pretty abundant. The country through which we now palled 
was pretty well inhabited, but in moil places full of fmall pebbles. 

We faw guinea-hens in many places where we paifed by. They fometimes run about 
the Helds, at a good diftance from the farm houfes. 

About eight Englifh miles from New Brunfwick the road divided. We took that 
on the left, for that on the right leads to Amboy, the chief fca-town in New Jerfey. 
The country now made a charming appearance; fome parts being high, others forming 
vallies, and all of them well cultivated. From the hills you had a profpeft of houfes, 
farms, gardens, corn-Helds, forefts, lakes, illands, roads, and paftures. 

In moft of the places where we travelled this day the colour of the ground was reddifh. 

I make no doubt but there were ftrata of the before mentioned red limeftone under it. 
Sometimes the ground looked very like a cinnabar ore. 

Wood-bridge is a fmall village in a plain, confiding of a few houfes : we flopped 
here to reft our horfes a little. The houfes were moft of them built of boards j the 
walls had a covering of fhingles on the outftde; thefe fhingles were round at one end, 
and all of a length in each row: fome of the houfes had an Italian roof, but the greateft 
part had roofs with pediments; moft of them were covered with fhingles. In molt 
places we met with wells, and buckets to draw up the water. 

Elizabeth-town is a fmall town, about twenty Englifh miles diftant from New Brunf¬ 
wick : we arrived there immediately after fun-fetting. Its houfes are moftly fcattered, 
hut well built, and generally of boards, with a roof of fhingles, and walls covered with 
the fame. There were likewife fome ftone buildings. A little rivulet pafies through the 
town from weft to eaft; it is almoft reduced to nothing when the water ebbs away, but 
with the full tide they can bring up fmall yachts. Here were two fine churches, each of 
which made a much better appearance than any one in Philadelphia. That belonging to 
the people of the church of England was built of bricks, had a fteeple with bells, and a 
baluftrade round it, from which there was a profpeft of the country. The meeting-houfe 
of the prefbyterians was built of wood, but had both a fteeple and bells, and was, nke the 
other houfes, covered with fhingles. The town-houfe made likewife a good appearance, 
and had a fpire with a bell. The banks of the river were red, from the reddifh limc- 

* Probably^ it is a ftone marie; a blue and reddilh fpeciet of this kind is ufed with good fnccefs in the 
county of £amff in Scotland. 
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• the town were many gardensand brcMfllij and lit might truly'Jws 

laid, that Eliz&beth-town wa^fituated in a garden, the ground hereabouts beiifg even 
and-well cultivated. 

At night we took up our lodgings at Elizabeth-town Point, an inn, about two Ehgliflt, 
miles diftant from the town, and the laft houfe on this road belonging to New Jerfey. 
The man who had taken the leafe of it, together with that of the ferry near it, told us 
that he paid a hundred and ten pounds of Penfylvania currency to the owner. 

Oft. 30th. We were ready to proceed on our journey at fun-rifing. Near the inn 
where we had paifed the night, we were to crofs a river, and we were brought over:, to¬ 
gether with our horfes, in a wretched half-rotten ferry. This river came a confider- 
able way out of the country, and fmall veflels could eaiily fail up it. This was a great 
advantage to the inhabitants of the neighbouring country, giving them an opportunity 
of fending their goods to New York with great eafc; and they even made ufe of it for 
trading *0 the Weft Indies. The country was low on botl\ fides of the river, and con¬ 
futed of meadows. But there was no other hay to be got than fuch as commonly 
grows in fwampy grounds; for as the tide comes up in this river, thefe low plains 
. were fometimes overflowed when the water was high. The people hereabouts are faid 
to be troubled in fummer with immenfe fwarrns of gnats or mufquitos, which fting 
them and their cattle. This was afcribed to the low fwampy meadows, on which thefe 
infefts depofit their eggs, which are afterwards hatched by the heat. 

As foon as we had got oves the river, we were upon Staten Ifland, which is quite 
furrounded with fait water. This is the beginning of the province of New York. 
Moft of the people fettled here were Dutchmen, or fuch as cante hither whilft the Dutch 
were yet in poffeffion of this place. But at prefent they were fcattered among the 
Engliih and other European inhabitants, and fpoke Engliih for the greateft part. The 
profpeft of the country here is extremely pleafing, as it is not fo much intercepted by 
woods, but offers more cultivated fields to view. Hills and vallies ftill continued, as 
ufual, to change alternately. 

The farms were near each other. Moft of the houfes were wooden; however fome 
were built of ftone. Near every farm-houfe was an orchard with apple-trees. Here, 
and on the whole journey before, I obferved a prefs for cyder at every farm-houfe, 
made in different manners, by which the people had already preffed the juice out of the 
apples, or were juft bufied with that work. Some people made ufe of a wheel made of 
thick oak planks, which turned upon a wooden axis, by means of a horfe drawing it, 
much in the fame manner, as the people do with woad; * except that here the wheel 
runs upon planks. Cherry-trees flood along the enclosures round corn-fields. 

The corn-fields were excellently fituated, and either fown with wheat or rye, Thpy 
had no ditches on their fides, but (as is ufual in England) only furrows, drawn at greater 
or leffer diftances from each other. 

In one place we obferved a water-mill, fo fituated that when the tide flowed tlie water 
ran into a pond; but when it ebbed, the floodgate was drawn up, and the mill driven by 
the water flowing out of the pond. 

About eight o’clock in the morning we arrived at the place where we were to crofs 
the water, in order to come to the town of New York. We left our horfes here, and 
went on board the yacht: we were to go eight Engliih miles by fea; however, we 
landed about eleven o’clock in the morning at New York. We faw a kind of wild 

" Dr- I*ion*uB, in his Travels through Weflrogothia, has given a drawing of the machine br which woad 

prepared, on the 128th page. 
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pintail ducks, 6r Linnaeus^ anas acuta : but t^ey ^pe 
very fhy. -On the fhore of the continent we faw fome very fine Hoping confcfields, 

»'*. •< 1 *• • I* L 1 - L t J '» - . V _ll * _ _ 1 tTT r " 


which at prefent looked quite green, the corn being already come up. We faw matey fc 
boats, in which the fifhermen were bufy catching oyfters: to this purpofe they 
make ufe of a kind of rakes with long iron teeth bent inwards; thefe they ufcd either 
fingle, or two tied together, in fuch a manner that the teeth were turned towards each 
other. 


' Ode. 31ft. About New York they find innumerable quantities of excellent oyfters* 
and there are*few places which have oyfters of fuch an exquifite tafte, and of fo great a 
fize: they are pickled and fent to the Weft Indies and other places; which is done ia 
the following manner. As foon as the oyfters are caught, their Ihells are opened,- 
and the fi(h wathed clean ; fome water is then poured into a pot, the oyfters are put 
into if, and .they mult boil for a while; the pot is then taken off from the fire again, the 
oyfters taken out and put upon a difti, till they are fomewhat dry: then you take fome 
mace, allfpice, black pepper, and as much vinegar as you think is fufficient to give a 
fourifli tafte. AH this is mixed with half the liquor in which the oyfters were boiled, , 
and put over the fire again. ,While you boil it, great care is to be taken in feumming 
off the thick feum; at laftfbe whole pickle is poured into a glafs or earthen veffel, 
the oyfters are put to it, and the veffel is well flopped to keep out the air. In thin 
manner oyfters will keep for years together, and may be fent to the moft diftant parts, 
of the world. 


The merchants here buy up great quantities of oyfters about this time, pickle them 
in the above-mentioned manner, and fend them to the Weft Indies: by which they 
frequently make a confiderable profit: for the oyfters which coft them five (hillings 
of their currency, they commonly fell for a piftole, or about fix times as much as they 
gave for them; and fometimes they get even more: the oyfters which are thus pickled 
have a very fine flavour. The following is another way of preferving oyfters: they arc 
taken out of the (hells, fried with butter, put into a glafs or earthen veffel with the 
melted butter over them, fo that they are quite covered with it, and no air can get to 
them. Oyfters prepared in this manner have Itkewife an agreeable tafte, and are ex¬ 
ported to the Weft Indies, and other parts. 

Oyfters *are here reckoned very wholefome, fome people allured us, that they had 
not felt the lead inconvenience after eating a confiderable quantity of them. It is like- 
wife a common rule here, that oyfters are beft in thofe months, which have an r-in , 
their name, fuch as September, O&ober, &c.; but that they are not fo good in other 
Months; however there are poor people who live all the year long upon nothing but 
oyfters with bread. 

The fea near New York, affords annually the greateft quantity of oyfters. They 
are found chiefly in a muddy ground, where they lie in the flirne, and are not fo fre¬ 
quent in a fandy bottom: a rocky and a ftony bottom is feldom found here. The 
oyfter Ihells are gathered in great heaps, and burnt into^a lime, which by fome people 
is made ufe of in building houfes, but is not reckoned fo good as that made of limeftone. 
On our journey to New York, we faw high heaps of oyfter (hells near the farm-houfea, 
upon the fea (hore; and about New York, we obferved the people had carried them 
upon the fields, which were fown with wheat. IJowever they were entire, and not 
crufhed. 


The Indians, who inhabited the coaft before the arrival of the Europeans* 
have made oyfters and other (hell-fi(h their chief food ; and at prefent, whenever they 


come 
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come to r fait water, where oyfters are to be got, they are very Aftive in catching them, 
and fell them in great quantities to other Indians, who live higher up the country: for 
this reafon you fee immenfe numbers of oyfter and mufcle (hells piled up near fuch 
places, where you are certain that the Indians formerly built their huts. This drcum- 
ftance ought to make us cautious in maintaining, that in all places on the fea-lhore, or 
higher up in the country, where fuch heaps of (hells arc to be met with, the latter hive 
lain there ever fince the time that thofe places were overflowed by the lea. 

Lobftcrs are likewife plentifully caught hereabouts, pickled much in the fame way as 
-oyfters, and fent to feveral places. I was told of a very remarkable circumftance about 
thefe lobfters, and I have afterwards frequently heard it mentioned. The-coaflt of New 
York had already European inhabitants for a confiderable time, yet no lobsters were 
to be met with on that coaft; and though the people filhed ever fo often, they could 
never find any figns of lobfters being in this part of the fea: they were therefore con¬ 
tinually brought in great well-boats fro in'New England, where they are plentiful; but 
it happened that one of thefe well-boats broke in pieces near Hellgate, about ten Engliih 
miles from New York, and all the lobfters in it got oft*. Since that time they have 
fo multiplied in this part of the fea that they are now caught in the greateft 
abundance. 

Nov. lit. A kind of cold fever, which the Engliih in this country call fever and 
ague, is very common in feveral parts of the Engliih colonies. There are, hojvever, 
other parts where the people, have never felt it. I will in the fequel defcribe the 
fymptoms of this difeafe at large. Several of the moft confiderable inhabitants of this 
town allured me, that this difeafe was not near fo common in New York as it is in 
Penfylvania, where ten were feized by it to one in the former province; therefore 
they were of opinion, that this difeafe was occafioned by the vapours arifing from ftag- 
nant fre(h water, from marfties, and from rivers; for which reafon thofe provinces, 
fituated on the fea (hore, could not be fo much affected by it. However the carelefs- 
nefe with which people eat quantities of melons, water melons, peaches, and other juicy 
fruit, in fummer, was reckoned to contribute much towards the progreis of this fever; 
and repeated examples confirmed the truth of this opinion. The Jefuit’s bark was 
reckoned a good remedy againft it. It has, however, often been found to have ope¬ 
rated contrary to expectation, though I am ignorant whether it was adulterated, or 
whether fome miftake had been committed in the manner of taking it. Mr. Davis van 
Home, a merchant, told me, that he cured himfelf, and feveral other people, of this 
fever, by the leaves of the common garden fage, or falvia officinalis of Linnaeus. The 
leaves are crufhed or pounded in a mortar, and the juice is preffed out of them; this is 
.continued till they get a fpoonful of the liquid, which is mixed with lemon juice. 
This draught is taken about the time that the cold fit comes on; and after taking it 
three or four times the fever does not come again. 

The bark of the white oak was reckoned the beft remedy which had as yet been 
found againft the dyfentery. It is reduced to a powder, and then taken: fome people 
allured me, that in cafes where nothing would help, this remedy had given a certain and 
fpeedy relief. The people in this place likewife make ufe of this bark (as is ufually 
done in the Engliih colonies) to dye wool a brown colour, which looks like that of 
bohea tea, and does not fade by being expofed to the fun. Among the numerous 
ihells which are found on the fca-lhore, there are fome, which by the Engliih here are 
■called dams, and which bear fonae refemblance to the human ear. They have a con¬ 
fiderable thicknefs, and are phiefly white, excepting the pointed end, which both with¬ 
out and within has a blue colour, between purple and violet. They are met with in vaft 
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numbers on the fea-fliore of New York, Long Ifland, and other places. The fljells 
contain a large animal, which is eaten both by the Indians and Europeans fettled 
here. 

A confiderable commerce is carried on in this article with fuch Indians as live fur. 
ther up the country. When thefe people inhabited the coaft they were able to catch 
their own clams, which at that time made a great part of their food ; but at prefent 
this is the buiinefs of the Dutch and Englilh, who live in Long Ifland and other mari¬ 
time provinces. As foon as the flbellsare caught, the fifli is taken out of them, drawn 
upon a wire, and hung up in the open air, in order to dry by the heat of the fun. 
When this is done, the fl-lh is put into proper veffels, and carried to Albany upon the 
river Hudfon ; there the Indians buy them, and reckon them one of their belt diflies. 
Befides the Europeans, many of the native Indians come annually down to the fea-fliore, 
in order to catch clams, proceeding with them afterwards in the manner I have juft 
defcribed. 

The (hells of thefe clams are ufed by the Indians as money, and make what they call 
their wampum ; they likewife ferve their women for an ornament, when they intend 
to appear in full dreis. Thefe wampums are properly made of the purple parts of the 
fhells, which the Indians value more than the white parts. A traveller, who goes to 
trade with the Indians, and is well flocked with them, may become a confiderable 
gainer; but if he take gold coin, or bullion, he will undoubtedly be a Jo fer; for the 
Indians, who five farther up the country, put little or no value upon thefe metals which 
we reckon lo precious, as I have frequently obferved in the courle of my travels. The 
Indians formerly made their own wampums, though not without a deal of trouble; but 
at prefent the Europeans employ themfelves that way, cfpecially the inhabitants of 
Albany, who get a confiderable profit by it. In the fequcl I intend to relate the manner 
of making the wampum. 

Nov. 2d. Befides the different feels of Chriftians there are many Jews fettled in New 
York, who poffefs great privileges. They have a fynagogue and houfes, and great 
country feats of their own property, and are allowed to keep (hops jn town. They 
have likewife fcveral fhips, which they freight, and fend out with their own goods; in 
fine, they enjoy all the privileges common to the other inhabitants of this town and. 
province. 

During my refidence at New York this time, and in the two next years, I was fre¬ 
quently in company with Jews. I was informed, among other things, that thefe- people 
never boiled any meat for themfelves on Saturday, but that they always did it the day* 
before; and that in winter they kept a fire during the whole Saturday. They com- 
•aonly eat no pork; yet I have been told by feveral men of credit, that many of them 
(efpecially among the young Jews) when travelling, did not make the leaft difficulty 
about eating this Or any other meat that was put before them; even though they were 
in company with Chriftians.^ 1 was in their fynagogue laft evening for the firlt time, 
and this day at noon I vifited it again, and each time I was put into a particular feat,. 
which was fet apart for ftrangers or Chrillians. A young rabbi read the divine fer- 
vice, which was partly in Hebrew, and partly m the rabbinical dialed. Both men and 
women were dreffed entirely in the Englilh fafliion; the former had all of them their 
hats on, and did not once take them off during fervice. The galleries,! obferved, were 
appropriated to the ladies, while the men fat below. During prayers the men fpread a 
white cloth over their heads ; which perhaps is to reprefent fackcloth ; but I obferved 
that the wealthier fort of people had a much richer cloth than the poorer ones. Many 
of the men had Hebrew books, in which they fang and read alternately. The rabbi 
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ftpod irt the middte of the fynagogue, and read with his face turned towards the eaft: 
.he fpoke, however, fo faff, as to make it almoft impoffible for any die to underifand 
what he faid *. 

New York, the capital of a province of the fame name, is fituated under forty degrees 
and forty minutes north latitude, and feventy-four degrees and four minutes of weftera 
longitude from London; and is about ninety-feventy Englifh miles diffant from Phila¬ 
delphia. Thefituation of it is extremely advantageous for trade; for the town (lands 
upon a point which is formed by two bays, into one of which the river Hudfon dif- 
charges itfelf, not far from the town; New York is therefore on three ftdes furrounded 
with water: the ground it is built on is level in fome parts, and hilly in others: the 
place is generally reckoned very wholefome. 

The town was firft founded by the Dutch : this, it is faid, was done in the year 
1623* when they were yet mailers of the country; they called it New Amfterdam, 
and the country itfelf New Holland. The Englifh, towards the end of the year 1664, 
taking poffeflion of it under the conduct of Des Cartes, and keeping it by the virtue of 
the next treaty of peace, gave the name of New York to both the town and the pro¬ 
vince belonging to it; in fize it comes neared: to Boflon and Philadelphia. But with 
regard to its fine buildings, its opulence, and .extenfive commerce, it difputes the pre¬ 
ference with them : at prelent it is about half as big again as Gothenburg in Sweden. 

Tbeflreets do not run fo ftraight as thofe of Philadelphia, and have fometimes con- 
fiderable bendings: however .they are very fpacious and well-built, and moll of them 
are paved, except in high places, where it has been found ufelefs. In the chief ftreets 
there are trees planted, which in fummer gave them a line appearance, and during the 
exceffive heat afe that time, afford a cooling fhade: I found it extremely pleafant to 
walk in the town, for it feenxed quite like a garden ; the trees which are planted for 
this purpofe are chiefly of two kinds: the water-becch, or Linnaeus’s platanus occi- 
dentalis, are the moft numerous, and give an agreeable fhade in fummer, by their 
great and numerous leaves. The Iocuit-tree, or Linnaeus’s robinia pfeud-acacia, is 
likewife frequent: its fine leaves, and the odoriferous feent which exhales from its 
flowers, make it very proper for being planted in the ftreets near tjjp houfes, and in 
.gardens. There are likewife lime-trees and elms in thefe walks, but they are not by 
far fo frequent as the others: one feldorn met with trees of the lame fort next to each 
other, they being in general planted alternately. 

Befides numbers of birds of all kinds which make thefe trees their abode, there are 

« likewife a kind of frogs which frequent them in great numbers in fummer; they are 
Dr. Linnaeus’s rana ^rborea, and efpecially the American variety of this animal. They 
are very clamorous in the evening and in the nights (efpecially when the days 
been hot* and a rain was expected) and in a manner drown the finging of the birds. 
They frequently make fuch a noife that it is difficult for a perfon to make hitnfclf 
beard. 

Moll of the houfes are built of bricks, and are generally ftrong and neat, and feveral 
{lories high. Some had, according to old architecture, turned the gable-end towards 
the ftreets; but the new houfes were altered in this refpeCt. Many of the houfes had 
a balcony on the roof, on which the people ufed to fit in the evenings in the fummer 
feafon; and from thence they had a pleafant view of a great part of the town, and 
Jikewife of part of the adjacent water, and of the oppofite (bore. The roofs are com- 

-* A* there are no Jews in Sweden, Prof. Kalm wa» an utter ft ranger to their manner* and reljgiou* 
cuftom*, and therefore relate* them a* a kind of novelty. F. 
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mUnly covered With tile* or fhingles; the latter of which are made of 
or pinus ftrobus (Linn. fp. plant.) which grows higher up in the country. 
bitants are of opinion, that a roof made of thefe fhingles is as durable as one madEf to 
P enfylvania of the white cedar, or cupreffus thyoides (Linn. fpec. plant.) The walls 
Were white-wafhed within <$ and I did not any where fee hangings, with which the people 
in this country feem in general to be but little acquainted. The walls were quite 
covered with all forts of drawings and pictures in final! frames. On each fide of the 
eftiinnies they had ufually a fort of alcove; and the wall under the windows was wain- 
fcotted, and had benches placed near it. The alcoves and all the wood work were 
painted with a bluifh grey colour. 

There are feveral churches in the town, which deferve fome attention, j. The 
Englifh church, built in the year 1695, at the weft end of the town, confifting of ftone, 
and has a fteeple with a bell. 2. The new Dutch church, which is likewife built of 
ftone, is pretty large, and is provided with a fteeple ; it alfo has a clock, which is the 
only one in the town. This church Hands almoft due from north to fouth. No particular 
point of the compafs has here been in general attended to in ere&ing facred buildings. 
Some churches ftand as is ufual from eaft to weft, others from fouth to north, and 
others in different pofitions. In this Dutch church there is neither altar, veftry, choir, 
fconces, nor paintings. Some trees are planted round it, which make it look as if it 
was built in a wood. 3. The old Dutch church, which is alfo built of ftone; it is. 
not fo large as the new one. It was painted in the infide,* though without any images, 
and adorned with a fmall organ, of which Governor Burnet made them a prefent. 
The men, for the moft part, fit in the gallery, and the women below. 4. The Pref- 
byterian church, which is pretty tyrge, and was built but lately; it is of ftone, and has 
a fteeple and a bell in it. 5. The German Lutheran church. 6. The German Re¬ 
formed church. 7. The French church, for Proteftant refugees. 8. The Quaker’s 
melting-houfe. 9. To thefe may be added the Jewilh fynagogue, which I mentioned 
before. 

Towards \he fea, on the extremity of the promontory, is a pretty good fortrefs, called 
Fort George, which entirely commands the port, and can defend the town, at leaft 
from a fudden attack on the fea-fide. Befides that, it is likewife fecured on the north, 
or towards the fhorc, by a pallifade, which, however, (as for a confiderable time the 
people have had nothing to fear from an enemy) is in many places in a very bad ftate 
of defence. 

There is no good water to be met with in the town itfelf, but at a little diftance there 
is a large fpring of good water, which the inhabitants take for their tea, and for the ufes 
cfftlte kitchen. Thofe, however, who are lefs delicate in this poinr^make ufe of the water 
from the wells in town, though it be very bad. This want of good water lie? heavy 
upon the horfes of the ftrangers that come to this place j for they do not like to drink 
the water from the wells in the town. 

The port is a good one j fhips of tKe greateft burthen can lie in it, quite clofe up to the 
bridge; but its water is very fait, as the fea continually comes in upon it, and therefore ; 
is never frozen, except in Extraordinary cold weather. This is of great advantage to 
the city and its commerce; for many fhips either come in or go out of the port at any 
time of the year, unlefs the winds be contrary; a convenience which, asl have before 
©bferved, is wanting at Philadelphia. It is lecured from all violent hurricanes from 
the fouth-eaft by Long Iiland, which is fituated juft before the town; therefore only 
the florins from the fouth-weft are dangerous to the fhips which ride at anchor here, 
becaufe the port is open only on that fide. The entrance however has ks fruits; one 
. vol, xm. „ 3 n of 
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of them is, that no men of war can pafs through it; for though the water is pretty 
deep, yet it is not fufficiently fo for great fhips. Sometimes even merchant (hips of a 
large fize have, by the rolling of the waves and by finking down between them, flightly 
touched the bottom, though without any bad confequenccs. Befides this, the canal jb 
narrow; and for this reafon many {hips have been loft here, becaufe they may be eafily 
caft upon a fand, if the fhip is not well piloted. Some old people, who had conftantly 
been upon this canal, affured me, that it was neither deeper nor fhallower at prefent 
than in their youth. 

The common difference between high and low water at New York amounts to 
about fix feet, Englifh meafure. But at a certain time in every month, when the tide 
flows more than commonly, the difference in the height of the water is feven feet. 

New York probably carries on a more extenfive commerce than any town in the 
Englifh North American provinces ; at leaft it may be faid to equal them : Bofton and 
Philadelphia however come very near up to it. The trade of New York extends to 
-many places ; and it is faid they fend more (hips from thence to London than they do 
from Philadelphia. They export to that capital all the various forts of {kins which they 
buy of the Indians, fugar, logwood, and other dying woods, rum, mahogany, and many 
other goods which are the produce of the Weft Indies; together with all the fpecie 
which they get in the courfq of trade. Every year they build feveral {hips here, which 
are fent to London, and there fold ; and of late years they have {hipped a quantity of 
iron to England. In return'for thefe, they import from London fluffs, and every other 
article of Englifh growth or manufacture, together with all forts of foreign goods. 
England, and efpecially London, profits immenfely by its trade with the American 
colonies; for not only New York, but likewife all the other Englilh towns on the 
continent, import fo many articles from England, that all their fpecie, together with 
the goods which they get in other countries, mult altogether go to Old England, in 
order to pay the amount, to which they are however infufficienr. From hence it" ap¬ 
pears how much a well-regulated colony contributes to the increafe and welfare of its 
mother country. 

New York fends many {hips to the Weft Indies, with flour, corn, bifeuit, timber, 
tuns, boards, flefh, fifh, butter, and other provifions ; together with fome of the few 
fruits that grow here. Many {hips go to Bofton in New England, with corn and flour; 
and take in exchange, flefli, butter, timber, different forts of fifh, and other articles, 
which they carry further to the Weft Indies. They now and then take rum from 
thencf, which is diftilled there in great quantities, and fell it here with a confidcrable 
advantage. Sometimes they fend yachts with goods from New York to Philadelphia, 
and at other times yachts are fent from Philadelphia to New York, which is-Wiiy 
done, as appears from the gazettes, becaufe certain articles are cheaper at one place 
than at the other. They fend {hips to Ireland every year, laden with all kinds of Weft 
India goods, but cfpecialiy with linfeed, which is reaped in this province. I have been 
affured, that in fome years no lefs than ten {hips have been fent to Ireland, laden with 
nothing but linfeed, becaufe it is faid the flax in Ireland does not afford good feed; 
but probably the true reafon is this *, the people of Ireland, in order to have the better 
flax, make ufe of the plant before the feed is ripe, and therefore are obliged to fend 
for foreign feed; and hence it becomes one of the chief articles in trade. 

At this time a buftel of linfeed is fold for eight {hillings of New York currency, or 
exaftly a piece of eight. 

The goods which are {hipped to the Weft Indies are fometimes paid for with ready 
money, and fometimes with Weft India goods, which are either firft brought ito New 

York, 
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York, or immediately fen* to England or Holland. IF a ibip does not chufe to take in 
Weft India goods in its return to New York, or if nobody will freight it, it often gOea 
to Newcaftle in England, to take in coals»for ballaft, which when brought home felTfbr 
a pretty good price. In many parts of the town coals are made ufe of, both for kitchen 
Itres, and in rooms, becaufe they are reckoned cheaper than wood, which at prefent 
cofts thirty {hillings of New York currency per fathom; of which mealure I have be¬ 
fore made mention. New York has like wife fome intercourfe with South Carolina; 
to which it fends corn, flour, fugar, rum, and other goods, and takes rice in return, 
which is almoft the only commodity exported from South Carolina. 

The goods with which the province of New York trades are.not very numerous. 
They chiefly export the {kins of animals, which are bought of the Indians about Of- 
wego; great quantities of boards, coming for the molt part from Albany ; timber and 
ready-made lumber, from that part of the country which lies about the river Hudfbn ; 
and Iaftly, wheat* flour, barley, oats, and other kinds of corn, which are brought 
from New Jerfey and the cultivated parts of this province. I have feen yachts from 
New Brunfwick, laden with wheat which lay loofe on board, and with flour packed up 
in tuns; and alfo with great quantities of linfeed. New York likewife exports fome 
fldh and other provifions out of its own province, but they are very few; nor is the 
quantity of peafe, which the; people about Albany bring, much greater. Iron how¬ 
ever may be had more plentifully, as it is found in feveral parts of this province, and 
is of a confiderable goodnefs; but all the other produ&s’of this country are of little 
account. 

Moft of the wine, which is drank here and in the other colonics, is brouglft from 
the ifle of Madeira, and is very ftrong and fiery. 

No manufactures of note have as yet been eftablifhed here ; at prefent they get all 
manufactured goods, fuch as woollen and linen cloth, &c. from England, and efpe- 
cially from London. 

The river Hudfon is very convenient for the commerce of this city ; as it is naviga¬ 
ble for near an hundred and fifty Englifh miles up the country, and falls into the bay 
not far from the town, on its weftem fide. During eight months of the year this river 
is full of yachts, and other greater and leffer veffels, either going to New York or re¬ 
turning from thence, laden cither with inland or foreign goods. 

I cannot make a juft, eftimate of the {hips that annually come to this town or fail 
from it. But I have found, by the Penfylvania gazettes, that from the firft of De¬ 
cember in 1729, to the fifth of December in the next year, two hundred and eleven 
fhips entered the port of New York, and two hundred and twenty-two cleared it; and 
-fwc^that time there has b"en a great increafe of trade here. 

The country people come to market in New York twice a week, much in the fame 
manner as they do at Philadelphia, with this difference, that the markets are here kept 
in feveral places. 

The governor of the province of New York refldes here, and has a palace in the 
fort. Among thofe who have been entrufted with this poft, William Burnet deferves 
to be had in perpetual remembrance. He was one of the fons of Dr. Thomas Burnet 
(fo celebrated on account of his learning) and feemed to have inherited the knowledge 
of his father. But his great aiBduity in promoting the welfare of this province, is what 
makes the principal merit of his chara&er. The people of New York therefore ftill 
reckon him the beft governor they ever had, and think that they cannot praife his 
feryices too much. The many aftronomical observations which he made in thefe parts 
are iaferted in feveral Englifh works. In the year 1737, at the acceflion of King 
' . ■ 3 N 2 George 
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George II. to the throne of Great Britain, tie was appointed governor jof Nbw Eng¬ 
land* In consequence of this he left New York, and went to Bofton, where he died 
univerfally lamented, on the 7th of September 1729. 

An affembly of deputies, from all the particular diftrifts of the province of New 
York, , is held at New York once or twice every year. It may be looked upon as W 
parliament or diet in miniature. Every thing relating to the good of the province is 
here debated. The governor calls the affembly, and diffolves it at pleafure: this is a 
power which he ought only to make ufe of, either when no farther debates are neccf- 
fary, or when the members are not fo unanimous in the fervice of their king and coun¬ 
try as is their duty : it frequently however happens, that, .led afide by caprice or by 
interefted views, he exerts it to the prejudice of the province. The colony has forae- 
times' had a governor whofe quarrels with the inhabitants have induced their repre- 
fentatives, or the members of the affembly, through a fpirit of revenge, tooppole in¬ 
differently every thing he propofed, whether it was beneficial to- the country or not. 
In fuch cafes the governor has made ufe of his power; diffolving the affembly, and 
calling another foon after, which however he again diffolved upon the lea ft mark of 
their ill humour. By this means he fo much tired them, by the many expences which 
they were forced to bear in fo fliort a time, that they were at laft glad to unite with 
him in his endeavours fojvthe good of the province. But there have likewife been 
governors who have callecfaffemblics and diffolved them foon after, merely bccaufe the 
reprefentatives did not aft according to their whims, or would not give their affent to 
propofols which were perhaps dangerous or hurtful to the common welfare. 

The king appoints the governor according to his royal pleafure, but the inhabitants 
of the province make up his excellency’s falary. therefore a man entrufted with this 
place has greater or leffer revenues, according as he knows how to gain the confidence 
of the inhabitants. 1'hcre are examples of governors, in this and other provinces of 
North America, who, by their diffenfions with the inhabitants of their refpeftivl go¬ 
vernments, have loft their whole falary, his Majefty having no power to make them pay 
it. If a governor had no other refource in ihefe circumftances, he would be obliged 
either to refign his office, or be content with an income, too fmall,for his dignity; or 
elfe to conform liimfelf in every thing to the inclinations of the inhabitants ; but there 
are feveral ftated profits, which in fome meafure make up for this. 1. No one is al¬ 
lowed to keep a public houfe without the governor’s leave, which is only to be obtained 
by the payment of a certain fee, according to the circumftances of the perfon. Some 
governors therefore, when the inhabitants refufed topay them a falary, have hit upon 
the expedient of doubling the number of inns in their province. 2. Few people who 
intend to be married, unlcfs they be very poor, will have their banns publifhed fr«m 
the pulpit; but inftcad of this they get licenfes from the governor, which empower any 
tninifterto jnarry them. Now for fuch a licence the governor receives about half a 
guinea, ^nd this, collefted throughout the whole province, amounts to a confiderable 
fum. 3. 'The governor figns all paffports, and efpedally of fuch as go to fea; and 
this gives him another means of fupplying his expences. There are feveral other ad¬ 
vantages allowed to him, but as they are very trifling I ffiall omit them. 

At the above affembly the old laws arc reviewed and amended, and new ones are 
made; and the regulatbn and circulation of coin, together with all other affairs of 
that kind, are there determined. For it is to be obferved, that each Yngliffi colony in 
, Ncnh (( America is independent of the other, and that each has its proper laws and coin, 
and may be looked upon in feveral lights as a ftate by itfelf. From nence jt ltappens, 
tehatin time of war, things go on very flowly and irregularly here: for not dnlyjhe 
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foofeof 6x»e province ^ (pmetimes dire&ly.oppofite to that of another, b&Hi^ueotly 
the views of tne goyepnft^.and thofe of the'affembly, of the fame r province, stite^aite 
different: fo that it is eafy to fee that while the people are quarrelling about tSS teit 
and eheapeft manner of carrying on the war, an enemy has it in his power to take one 
place after another. It has commonly happened that whilft fome provinces have been 
i'uffering from their enemies, the neighbouring ones were quiet and inactive, and as If it' 
did not in the leaft concern them. They have frequently taken up two or three years 
inconfidering whether they ihould give aiMance to an opprefled filler colony, and 
fometimes they have exprefsly declared themfelves againft it. There are inftances of 
provinces who were not only neuter in thefe circumftances, but who even carried on a 
great trade with the power which at that very time was attacking and laying wafte fome 
other provinces. 

The French in Canada, who are but an inconfiderable body, in comparifon with 
the Englilh in America, have, by this pofition of affairs, been able to obtain great ad¬ 
vantages in times of war; for if we judge from the number and power of the Englilh, 
it would feem very eafy for them to get the better of the French in America*. 

It is however of great advantage to the crown of Ingland that the North American 
colonics are near a country under the government of the French, like Canada. 
There is reafon to believe that the King never was earneft in his attempts to expel the 
French from their poffeffibns there; though it might have been done with little diffi¬ 
culty : for the Englilh colonies in this part of the wprld have increafed fo much in 
their number of inhabitants, and in their riches, that they almoft vie with Old Eng¬ 
land. Now in order to keep up the authority and trade or s their mother country, and 
to anfwer feveral other purpofes, they are forbid to eltablillfrnew manufaftures, which 
would turn to the diladvantage bf the Britilh commerce: they are not allowed to dig 
for any gold or filver, unlefs they fend them to'Tngland immediately: they have not 
the liberty of trading to any parts that do not belong to the Britilh dominions, except¬ 
ing fome fettled places; and foreign traders are not allowed to fend their lhips to them. 
Thefe and fome other reftri&ions, occafion the inhabitants of the Englilh colonies to 
grow lefs tender for their mother country. This coldnefs is kept up by the ma#^ 
foreigners, fuclfas Germans, Dutch, and French, fettled here, and living among the 
Englilh, who commonly have no particular attachment to Old England; add to this 
likewife, that many people can never be contented with their poffeffions, though they 
be ever fo great, and will always be defirous of getting more, and of enjoying the 
pleafure which arifes from changing j and their over great liberty, and their luxury, 
often lead them to licentioufnefs. 

# I have been told by Englifhmen, and not only by fuch as* were born in America, 
but even by fuch as came from Europe, that the Englilh colonies in North America, 
in the fpace of thirty or fifty years, would be able to form a Hate by themfelves, en¬ 
tirely independent on Old England: but as the whole country which lies along thefea- 
fhore is unguarded, and on the land fide is liarraffed by the French in times of war, 
thefe dangerous neighbours are fufficient to prevent the connexion of the colonies 
with their mother country from being quite broken off. The Englilh government has 
therefore fufficient reafon to confider the French in North America as the beft means 
of keeping the colonies in their due fubmlifion. But I am almoft gone too far from my 
purpofe} I will therefore finilh my obfervations on New York. 

T!»* hat really happened by a greater union and exertion of power from the Colonies arid the mother 
sojiirftr jr. 1 fo that Canada hat been conquered, and its poffcffioa hat been confirmed to Great Britain in the 

peace. F. 
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r The declination ^f themagneticnefedle in this town wa^pbferved by Philip Wells, 
the chief engineer of the province of New York, in the year x686, to be eight degrees 
and forty-five minuted to the weftward; but, in 17*3, it was only feven degrees and 
twenty minutes, according to the obfervations of Governor BuriSet. 

From hence we may conclude, that in thirtyeight years the magnet approaches 
about one degree'and twenty-five minutes nearer te the true [north, or, which is the 
fame thing, about two minutes annually. Mr. Alexander, a man of great knowledge 
in aftronomy and in mathematics, allured me, from feveral obfervations, that, in the 
^■ear 1750, on the eighteenth of September, the deviation was to be reckoned fix de¬ 
grees and twenty-two minutes. 

There are two printers in the town, and every week fome Englilh gazettes are pub- 
lifhcd, which contain news from all parts of the world. 

The winter is much more fevere here than in Penfylvania, it being nearly as cold 
as in fomc of the provinces of Sweden : its continuance, however,-is much Ihorter 
than with us: their fpring is very early, and their autumn very late, and the heat in 
fummer is excellive. For this realon, the melons fown in the fields are ripe at the be¬ 
ginning of Auguft; whereas we* can hardly bring them fo foon to maturity under 
glades and on hot-beds. *Thc cold of the winter I cannot juftly determine, as the 
meteorological obfervations which were communicated to iqp were all calculated after 
thermometers which were fo placed in the houfes that the air could not freely come 
at them. The fnowlies for fame months together upon the ground, and Hedges *lre 
made ufe of here as in Sweden, but they are rather too bulky. The river Hudfon 
is about an Englilh mile and a half broad at its mouth : the difference between the 
higheft flood and the loweft ebb is between fix and leven feet, and the water is very 
brackilh: yet the icc Hands in it not only one, but even feveral months j it has fome- 
times a thicknefs of more than two feet. 

The inhabitants are fometimes greatly troubled with mufquitoes. They either follow 
the hay, which is made near the town, in the low meadows which are quite penetrated 
with fait water, or they accompany the cattle at night when it is brought home. I have 
myfelf experienced, and have obferved in others, how much thefe littl§animalcules can 
disfigure a perfon’s face during a finglc night; for the Ikin is fometimes fo covered 
over with little blifters from their flings, that people are alhamed to appear in public. 
The water melons, which are cultivated near the town, grow very large: they are ex¬ 
tremely delicious, and are better than in other parts of North America, though they 
• are planted in the open fields, and never in a hot-bed. I faw a water melon at 
Governor Clinton’s in September 1750, which weighed forty-feven Englilh pounds, 
and at a merchant’s in town another of forty-two pounds weight; however, they 
were reckoned the biggeft ever feen in this country. 

In the year 1710, five kings, orfachems, of the Iroquois, went from hence to Eng¬ 
land, in order to engage Queen Anne to make an alliance with them againft the French. 
Their names, drefs, reception at court, fpeeches to the Queen, opinion of England, 
and of the European manners, and feveral other particulars about them, arc fuffi- 
cicntly known from other writings; it would therefore be here unncceffary to enlarge 
about them. The kings or fachems of the Indians, have commonly no greater au¬ 
thority over their fubje&s than conftables in a meeting of the inhabitants of a parifli, 
and hardly fo much. On my travels through the country of thefe Indian!, I had never 
any occafion to go and wait upon the fachems, for they always came into my habita¬ 
tion without being afkcd ; thefe vilits they commonly paid in order to get a glafs or 
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two of brandy, which, value above any thine they know. Qn<! of theT.five fa- 
chems, mentioned abdve,*died in England; the others returned fafe. V: : o- 
The firtt colonifts in New York were Dutchmen: when the town and its tex^wes 
. were taken by the Englilh, and left them by the next peace in exchange for Su rina m, 
the old inhabitants were allowed either to remain at New York, and to enjoy all the 
privileges and immunities which .|hey were poffcffed of before, or to leave the place 
with all their goods: moft of them chofe the former; and therefore the inhabi¬ 
tants, both of the town and of the province belonging to it, are yet for the greatest 
part Dutchmen, who ftill, efpecially the old people, fpeak their mother tongue. :# 
They begin, however, by degrees, to change their manners and opinions; chiefly 
indeed in the town and in its neighbourhood, for moft of the young people now lpeak 
principally Englilh, and go only to the Englilh church ; and would even take it amifs 
if they were called Dutchmen and not Englifhtnen. 

Though the province of New York has been inhabited by Europeans much longer 
than Penfylvania, yet it is not by far fo populous as that colony. This cannot be 
aferibed to any particular difeouragement arifing from the nature of the foil, for that 
is pretty good ; but I was told of a very different reafon, which I will mention here. 
In the reign of Queen Anne, about the year 1709, many Germans caine hither, who 
got a trad of land from the government, on which they might fettle. After they had 
lived there for fome time* and had built houfes and churches, and made corn-fields and 
mwflows, their liberties and privileges were infringed, apd, under feveral pretences they 
were repeatedly deprived of parts of their land. This at iaft rouled the Germans ; they 
returned violence for violence, and beat thofe who thus robbed them of their pofleflions. 
But thefe proceedings were looked uppn in a very bad light by the government; the 
moft active people among the Germans being taken up, they were very roughly treated, 
and punilhed with the utmoft rigour of the law. This, however, fo far exafperated the 
reft that the greater part of them left their houfes and fields, and went to efttle in 
Penfylvania ; there they were exceedingly well received, got a confiderable tra£t of 
land, and were indulged in great privileges, which were given them for ever. The 
Germans, not fatisfied with being themfelves removed from New York, wrote to their 
relations and friends, and advifed them, if ever they intended to come to America, 
not to go to New York, where the government had fliewn itlelf fo unequitable. This 
advice had l’uch influence that the Germans, who afterwards went in great numbers 
to North America, conftantly avoided Ncw r York, and always went to Penfylvania. It 
fometimes happened that they were forced to go on board fucH fhips as were bound to. 
New York; but they were Jcarce got on Ihore, when they haftened on to Penfylvania, 
in fight of all the inhabitants of New' York. 

“But the want of people in this province may likewife be accounted for in a different 
manner. As the Dutch, who firft cultivated this country, obtained the liberty of 
ftaying here by the treaty with England, and of enjoying all their privileges and 
advantages without the lead limitation, each of them took, a very large piece of ground 
for himlelf j and many of the more powerfu’ heads of families made themfelves the 
poffeffors and mailers of a country of as great an extent as would be fuflkient to form 
a middling and even a great parilh. Moft of them being very rich, their envy of the 
Englilh led them not to fell them any land but at an cxceffive rate;. a pra&ice which 
is ftill punctually obferved among -their defendants. The Englilh, therefore, as well 
as people of different nations, have little encouragement to fettle here. On the other 
hand, they have fuflkient opportunity in the other provinces to purchafe land a* a 
more moderate price, and with more fecurity to themfelves. It is not then to be 
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wondered that fo many parts of New York areftill uncultivated, and have entirety the 
, appearance of deferts. This inftance may teach us how much a fmaU miftake in a 
government will injure population. 

Nov. 3d. About noon we fet out from New York on our rtrtum j and, continuing 
our journey, we arrived at Philadelphia on the fifth of November. 

In the neighbourhood of this capital (of Penfylvttnia) the people had a month ago 
made their cyder, which they were obliged to do, becaufe their apples were fo ripe as 
Jo drop from the trees. But on our journey through New York we obferved the 
* eople {till employed in prefling out the cyder. This is a plain proof, that in Pen- 
fylvania the apples are lboner ripe than in New York ; but whether this be owing to 
the nature of the foil, or a greater heat of the fummer in Philadelphia, or. to fome 
other caufe, I know not. However, there is not the lead advantage in pinking cyder 
fo early; for long experience had taught the hufbandmen that it is worfe for being 
made early in the year ; the great heat in the beginning of autumn being faid to hinder 
the fermentation of the juice. 

There is a certain quadruped which is pretty common not only in Penfylvania but 
likewifein other provinces both of South and North America, and goes by the name 
of polecat among the Englifh. In New York they generally call it fkunk. The 
Swedes here, by way of nickname, called it lifkatta, on accpunt of the horrid ftench 
it fometimes caul'es, as I fliall prefently fliovv. The French in Canada, for the fame 
reafon, call it befe puante, or drinking animal, and enfant du diable, or child ofthe 
devil. Some of them likevvife call it pekan: Catefby, in his Natural Hiftory of 
Carolina, has deferibed it in Vol. ii. p. 62. by the name of putorius Americanus 
ftriatus, and drawn in plate 62. Dr. Linnaeus calls it viverra putorius. This animal 
which is very fimilar to the marten, is of about the fame fuse, and commonly black ; 
on the back it has a longitudinal white ftripe, and two others on each fide, parallel to 
the former. Sometimes, but very feldom, fome are feen which are quite white. On 
our return to Philadelphia, we law one of thefe animals not far from town, near a 
farmer’s houl'e, killed by dogs ; and afterwards I had, during my flay in thefe parts, 
feveral opportunities of feeing it, and ot hearing its qualities. It keeps its young ones 
in holes in the ground, and in hollow trees; for it does not confine itfelf to the ground, 
but climbs up trees with the greateft agility: it is a great enemy to birds, for it breaks 
their eggs, and devours their young ones j and if it can get into a hen-rooft, it foon 
deftroys all its inhabitants. 

‘ This animal has a particular quality by which it is principally known : when it is 
purfued by men or dogs, it runs at firit as fall; as it can, or climbs upon a tree; but 
if it is fo befet by its purfuers as to have no other way of making its efcape, it fquitfs - 
its urine upon them. t This, according to fome, it does by wetting its tail with the 
urine, whence, by a fudJen motion, it fcatters it abroad; but others believe, that it 
could fend its urine equally far without the help*of its tail: I find the former of thefe 
accounts to be themoft likely. For fome credible people aflured me, that they have had 
their faces wetted with it all over, though they flood above eighteen feet off from the 
animal. The urine has fo horrid a ftench that nothing can equal it: it is fomething 
like that of the cranelbill, or Linnzeus’s geranium robertianum, but infinitely ftronger. 
If yon come near a polecat when it fpreads its ftench you cannot breathe for a while, 
•and it feems as if you were ftifled; and in cafe the urine comes into the eyes, a perfon 
is likely to be blinded. Many dogs that in a chace purfue the polecat very eagerly, 
rdh away as fall: as they can when they are wetted; however, if they be of the true 
breed, they will not give over the purfuit till they have caught and killed the polecat; 
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but thajf aye obliged now and then to rub their nofes in the ground in order to zeiirae 

ehemfelves. ■;i •••• # ’'••"•.’Jflf.-: 

Clothes which have been wetted by this animal retain the fmell for more than & 
month, unlefs they be &vered with frefh foil, and fuffered to remain under it for 
twenty-four hours together, when it will, in a great meafure, be removed. Thofe 
likewife who have got any of this urine upon their face and hands, rub them with loofe 
earth; and fome even hold their hands in the ground for an hour, as wafhing will not'' 
help them fo foon. A certain man of rank, who had by accident been wetted by the 
polecat. Hunk fo ill, that on going into a houfe, the people either ran away, or; on 
his opening the door, rudely denied him entrance. Dogs that have hunted a polecat 
are fo offenfive, for fome days afterwards, that they cannot be borne in the houfe. 
At Philadelphia I once faw a great number of people on a market-day, throwing at a 
dog that was fo unfortunate as to have been engaged with a polecat juft before, and to 
carry about him the tokens of its difpleafure. Perfons when travelling through a foreft, 
are often troubled with the ftink which this creature makes; and fometimcsthe air.isfo 
much infected that it is neceffary to hold one’s nofe. If the. wind blows from the 
place where the polecat has been, or if it be quite calm, as at night, the fmell is more 
ftrong and difagrecable. 

In the winter of 1749, a # polccat, tempted by a dead lamb, came one night near 
the farm-houfe where I then flept. Being immediately purfued by fome dogs, it had 
recotlrfe to its ufual expedient in order to get rid of them. The attempt fucceeded, 
the dogs not choofmg to continue the purfuit: the Aink vras fo extremely great, that, 
though 1 was at fome diAance, it affeded me in the fame manner as if I had beat 
ftifled; and it was fo difagreeable to the cattle, that it made them roar very loudly: 
however, by degrees it vaniAied. Towards the end of the fame year one of thefe animals 
got into our cellar, but no Aench was obferved, for it only vents that when it is pur- 
i’ued. The cook, however, found for feveral days together that fome of the meat 
which was kept there was eaten; and fufpe&ing that it was done by the cat, Ihe Aiut 
up all avenues, in order to prevent their getting at it. But the next night, being 
awoke by a noife in the cellar, ihe went down, and, thongh it was quite dark, faw an 
animal with two Alining eyes, which feemed to be all on fire; Ihe however refolutely 
killed it, but not before the polecat had filled the cellar with a moA dreadful Aench. 
The maid was fick of it for feveral days ; and all the bread, fleAi, and other provifions 
kept in the cellar, were fo penetrated with it, that we could not make the leaft ufe of 
them, and were forced to throw them all away. 

From an accident that happened at New York to one of my acquaintances, I con¬ 
clude that the polecat either is not always very fliy, or that it fleeps very hard at night. 
This man coming home out of a wood in a fummer evening, thought that he faw a 
plant Aanding before him; Aooping to pluck it, he was to his coA convinced of his 
miAake, by being all on a fudden covqjed with the urine of a polecat, whofe tail, as it 
ftood upright, the good man had taken for a plant: the creature had taken its revenge 
fo effectually that he was much*at a lofshow to get rid of the Aench. 

However, though thefe animals play fuch difagreeable tricks, yet the EngliQi, the 
Swedes, the French, and the Indians, in thefe parts, tame them. They follow their 
maAers like domeAic animals; and never make ufe of thdr urine except they be very 
much beaten or terrified. When the Indians kill fuch a polecat, they always eat its 
fldh } but when they pull off its (kin, they take care to cut away the bladder, that the 
Sffitmay not get a taue from it. I have fpoken with both Englifiimen and French^ 
men, who affured me that they had eaten of it, and found it’very good meat, and 
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not much unlike the flefli of a pig. The {kin, which is pretty cojirfe, and has long 
hUr, is not made ufe of by the Europeans; but the Indians prepare it with the hair on-, 
and make tobacco pouches of it, which they carry before them. 

November 6ih. In the evening I made a vifit to Mr. Bartram, and found him in 
converfation with a gentleman of Carolina, from whom l obtained feveral particulars} 
a few of which I will here mention. * 

Tar, pitch, and rice are the chief produ&s of Caroliaa. The foil is very fandy, 
and therefore many pines and furs grow in it, from which they make tar: the firs 
which are taken for this purpol’e are commonly fuch as are dried up of themfelves; 
the people here in general not knowing how to prepare the firs by taking the bark 
off on one, or on feveral Tides, as they do in Oftrobothnia. In fome parts of Carolina 
they likewife make ufe of the branches. The manner of burning or boiling, as the 
man deferibes it to me, is entirely the fame as in Finland. The pitch is thus made: 
they dig a hole into the ground, and fmcar the infide well with clay, into which they 
pour the tar, and make a fire round it, which is kept up till the tar has got the con- 
fiftcnc&of pitch. They make two kinds of tar m the North American colonies : one 
is the common tar, which I have above deferibed, and which is made of the Hems, 
branches, and roots, of fuch Tirs, as were already conliderably dried out before ; 
v hich is the moil common way in this country. The ojher way is peeling the bark 
from the firs on one fide, and afterwards letting them Hand another year; during 
which the refill comes out between the cracks of the Hem. The tree is then felled 
and burnt for tar; and the tar thus made is called green tar, not that there is that 
difference of colour in it, for in this refpect they are both pretty much alike ; but the 
latter is called fo from being made of greei> and frefli trees ; whereas common tar is 
made of dead trees: the burning is done in the fame manner as in I''inland. They ufe 
only black firs ; for the white firs will not ferve this purpofe, though they are excellent 
for boards, malts, &c. Green tar is dearer than common tar. It is already a 
pretty general complaint, that the fir woods are almoft wholly deftroyed by this 
pra&ice. 

Rice is planted in great quantity in Carolina; it fuccecds beft in marftiy and fwampy 
grounds, which may be laid under water, and likewife ripens there the fooneft. 
Where thefe cannot be had, they muff choofe a dry foil; but the rice produced here, 
will be much inferior to the other; the land on which it is cultivated muff never be 
manured. In Carolina they fow it in the middle of April, and it is ripe in September: 
it is planted in rows like peafe, and commonly fifteen inches fpace is left between the 
rows ; as foon as the plants are come up, the field is laid under water. This not only 
greatly forwards the growth of the rice, but likewife kills all weeds, fo ;jg t»^ 
render weeding unneceffary. The ftraw of rice is faid to be excellent food for cattle, 
who eat it very greedily. Rice requires a hot climate, and therefore it will not 
fuccecd well in Virginia, the fummer there being too fhort, and the winter too cold; 
and much lefs will it grow in Penfylvania. They are as yet ignorant in Carolina 
of the art of making arrack from rice : it is chiefly South Carolina that produces the 
greateft quantity of rice j and on the other hand they make the moll tar in North 
Carolina. 

Nov. 7th. The ftranger from Carolina, whom I have mentioned before, had met 
with many oyfter {hells at the bottom of a well, feventy Englifh miles diftant from the 
fca, and four from a river: they lay in a depth of fourteen Englifh feet from the 
lurfacc of the earth: the water in the well was brackifh; but that in the river was 
frclh. The fame man, had at the building of a law-mill, a mile and a half from a river, 
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found, firft fand and then clay filled with oyfter lhells. Under thefe he found fefwal 
bills of fea-birds as he called them, which were already quite petrified: they were- 
probably gloffopetrae. 

There are two fpecies of foxes in the Englilh colonies, the one grey and the other 
red: but in the fequel I fhall fhew that there are others which -fometimes appear in 
Canada. The grey foxes are here conftantly, and are very common in Pcnfylvania and 
in the fouthem provinces: in the northern ones they are pretty fcarce, and the French 
in Canada call them Virginian foxes on that account: in fize they do not quite come 
up to our foxes. They do no harm' to lambs : but they prey upon all forts of poul¬ 
try, whenever they can come at them. They do not however feem to be looked upon 
as animals that caufe a great deal of damage; for there is no reward given for killing 
them: their (kin is greatly fought for by hatters, who employ the hair in their work. 
People have their clothes lined with it fometimes: the greafe is ufed again 11 all forts of 
rheumatic pains. Thefe foxes are faid to be lefs nimble than the red ones: they are 
fometimes tamed; though they be not fuffered to run about, but arc tied up. Mr. 
Catelby has drawn and deferibed this fort of foxes in his Natural Hiftory of Carolina, 
by the name of the grey American fox, vol.2. p. 78. tab. 78. A {kin of it was fold in 
Philadelphia for two lhil lings and fixpence in Pcnfylvanian currency. 

The red foxes are very frjirce here: they are entirely the fame with the European 
fort. Mr. Bartram and feveral others allured me, that, according to the unanimous 
teltimony of the Indians, this kind of foxes never was in the country before the Euro¬ 
peans fettled in it. But of the manner of their coming over I have two different ac¬ 
counts : Mr. Bartram and feveral other people were told by the Indians, that thefe 
foxes came into America foon afte,r the arrival of the Europeans, after an extraordinary 
cold winter, when all the fea to the northward was frozen: from whence they would 
infer, that they could perhaps get over to America upon the ice, from Greenland or 
the northern parts of Europ'e and Alia. But Mr. Evans, and fome others, affured me, 
that the following account was ftill known by the people. A gentleman of fortune in 
New England, who had a great inclination for hunting, brought over a great number of 
foxes from Europe, and let them loofe in his territories, that he might be able to in¬ 
dulge his paffioh for hunting*. This is faid to have happened almoft at the very begin¬ 
ning of New England’s being peopled with European inhabitants. Thefe foxes were be¬ 
lieved to have fo multiplied, that all the red foxes in the country were their offspring. 
At prefent they are reckoned among the noxious creatures in thefe parts; for they are 
not contented, as the grey foxes, with killing fowl; but they likewife devour the lambs. 
In Pcnfylvania therefore there is a reward of two fhillings for killing an old fox, and of 1 
-ene {billing for killing a young one. And in all other provinces there are likewife re¬ 
wards'offered for killing them. Their lkin is in great requeft, and is fold as dear as 
that of the grey foxes, that is, two fhillings and fix-pcnce in Penfylvanian currency. 

* Neither of thefe accounts appear to be fatisfa&ory; and therefore I am inclined to believe that thefe 
red foxes originally came over from Afm, (moll probably from Kamtchatka, where this fpecies is common. 
See Miller’s account of the navigations of the Ruffians, &c.) though in remote times, and thus fpread over 
North America. It is perhaps true that the Indians never took notice of them till the Europeans were 
fettled among them; this, however, was becatife they never had occaliou to ufe their fkins: but when there 
was a demand for thefe they began to hunt them, and, as they had not been much accultomed to tjiem 
before, they silermed them as a novelty. What gives additional" confirmation to this is, that when the 
Ruffians, under Commodore Bering, landed on the weftern coalt of America, they faw five red foxes which 
were quite tame, and feemed not to be in the leaft afraid of men: now this might very well have been the 
cafe, if we fuppofe them to have been for many generations in a place where nobody diilurbed them ; but* 
we cannot account tor it, if we imagine that they had been uftd to a country where there weie many in¬ 
habitants, or where they had been much hunted. F. 
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^They have two forts of wolves here, which however feera to he of the fame fpecies. 
For feme of them are yellowilh, or almoft pale -grey, and others are black or dark 
brown. All the old Swedes related, that during their childhood, and ftill more at the 
arrival of their fathers, there were exce/five numbers of Wolves in the country, and that, 
their howling and yelping might be heard all night. They likewife frequently tore in 
pieces, fheep, hogs, and other young sfcd fmall cattle. About that, time or foon after, 
when the Swedes and the Engli/h were quite fettled here, the Indians were attacked by 
the fmall-pox : this difeafe they got from the Europeans, for they knew nothing of it 
before: it killed many hundreds of them, and moll of the Indians, of the country, then 
called New Sweden, died of it. The wolves then, came, attra&ed by the ftench of fo 
many corpfes, in fuch great numbers that they devoured them all, and even attacked 
the poor lick Indians in their huts, fo that the few healthy ones had enough to do to 
drive them away; but fince that time they have difappeared, fo that they are now fel- 
dom feen, and it is very rarely that they commit any disorders. This is attributed to the 
greater cultivation of the country, and to their being killed in great numbers. But fur¬ 
ther up the country, wherew is not yet fo much inhabited, they are ftill very abundant. 
On the coafts of Penfylvania and New .Tcrfcy, the fheep flay all night in the fields, with¬ 
out the people's fearing the wolves: however, to prevent their multiplying too much, 
there is a reward of twenty Ihillings in Penfylvania, and of thirty in New jerfey, for 
delivering in a dead wolf, and the perfon that brings it may keep the /kin. But for a 
young wolf the reward is only ten Ihillings of the Penl’ylvanian currency. There are 
examples of thefe wolves being made as tame as dogs. 

The wild oxen have their abode principally in the woods of Carolina, which are far 
up in the country. The inhabitants frequently bunt them, and fait their flelh like 
common beef, which is eaten by fervants and the lower clafs of people. But the hide 
is of little ufe, having too large pores to be made ufe of for /hoes. However the poorer 
people in Carolina fpread thefe hides on the ground inftead of beds. 

The vifeum filamentofum, or fibrous miflefoe, is found in abundance in Carolina; 
the inhabitants make ufe of it as ftraw in their beds, and to adorn their houfesj the 
cattle arc very fond of it: it is likewife employed in packing goods. 

The fpartium lcoparium grew in Mr. Bartram’s garden from Engli/h feeds; he faid 
that he had feveral bu/hes of it, but that the froft in the cold winters here had killed 
moft of them : they however grow fpontaneoufly in Sweden. 

Mr. Bartram had fome truflles, or Linnseus’s lycoperdon tuber, which he had got 
out of a fandy foil in New Jerfey, where they arc abundant. Thefe he /hewed to his 
friend from Carolina, and a/ked him whether they were the tuckahoo of the Indians. 
But the ftrangcr denied it, and added, that though thefe truffles were likewife-ver/^ 
common in Carolina, yet he had never fecn them ufed any other way but in'milk, 
againft the dyfentery; and he gave us the following defeription of the tuckahoo. It 
grows ini feveral fwamps and mar/hes, and is commonly plentiful. The hogs greedily 
dig up its roots with their nofes in fuch places; and the Indians in Carolina likewife 
gather them in their rambles in the woods, dry them in the fun-fliine, grind them, and 
bake bread of them. Whilft the root is ffeui it is har/h and acrid, but being dried it 
lofes the greateft part of its acrimony. To judge by thefe qualities the tuckahoo may 
very likely be the arum vfrginianum. Compare with this account, what Ihall be re¬ 
lated in the fequel of the tahim and tuckah. 

After dinner I again returned to town. 

Nov. 8th. Several Englilh and Swedilh ceconomifts kept bee-hives, which afforded 
their poffeffors profit: for bees fucceed very well here: the wax was fo/the moft part 
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fold to tradefmen: .but the honey they made ufe of in their own families, in differen t 
ways. .The people were unanimous, that the common bees were not in 
before the arrival of the Europeans; but that they were foil brought over''by'thl. : $E|g- 
liih who fettled here. The Indians likewife generally declare, that their fathers had 
never feen any bees either in the woods or any where elfe, before the Europeans hid 
been feveral years fettled here. This is ftyrther confirmed by the name which the 
Indians give them*: for having no particular name for them in their language, they call 
them Englilh flies, becaufe the Englifli firft brought them over; but at prefent they fly 
plentifully about the woods of North America. However it has been obferved, that 
the bees always, when they fwarm, fprcad, to the fouthward, and never to the north¬ 
ward. It fecrns as if they do not find the latter countries fo good for their c^nflitution: 
therefore they cannot flay in Canada, and all that have been carried over thither, died 
in winter. It feemcd to me as if the bees in America were fomewhat finalier than tfurs 
in Sweden. They have not yet been found in the woods on the other fide of the Blue 
Mountains, which confirms the opinion of their being brought to America of late. A 
man told Mr. Bartram, that on his travels in the wo|fc; of North America, he had 
found another fort of bees, which, inftead of feparating mfeir wax and honey, mixed it 
both together in a great bag. But this account wants both clearing up and con¬ 
firming. , 

Nov. 9th. All the old Swedes and Englifhmen, born in America, whom I ever 
queftioned, afierted that there were not near fo many birds fit for eating at prefent, as 
there ufed to be when they were children, and that their decreafe was vifible. They 
even faid, that they had heard their fathers complain of this, in whofe childhood the 
bays, rivers, and brooks were quite corned with all forts of water fowl, fuch as wild 
geefe, ducks, and the like. But at prefent there is fometimes not a Angle bird upon 
them ; about fixty or feventy years ago, a Angle perfon could kill eighty ducks in a 
morning} but at prefent you frequently wait in vain fora Angle one. A Swede above 
ninety years old allured me, that he had in his youth killed twenty-three ducks at *a 
fhot. < 

This good luck nobody is likely to have at prefent, as you are forced to. ramble 
about for a whole day without getting a fight of more than three or four. Cranes * 
at that time came hither by hundreds in the fpring: at prefent there are but very few. 
The wild turkeys and the birds, which the Swedes in this country call partridges and 
hazel-hens, were in whole flocks in the woods. But at this time a perfon is tired with 
walking before he can Hart a Angle bird. , 

The caufe of this diminution is not difficult to find. Before the arrival of the 
Europeans, the country was uncultivated, and full of great forefts. The few Indians 
'that lived here feldom difturbed the birds; they carried on no trade among themfelves, 
iron and gunpowder were unknown to them. One hundredth part of the fowl which 
at that time were fo plentiful here, would have fufficed to feed the few inhabitants; and 
confiuering that they cultivated their fmall maize fields, caught fiffi, hunted flags, bea¬ 
vers, bears, wild cattle, and other animals whole flefh was delicious to them, it will foon 
appear how little they difturbed the birds. But fince the arrival of great crouds of 
Europeans, things are greatly changed; the country is well peopled, and the woodsf 
are cut down; the people increafing in this country, they have by hunting and (hooting 

* When Captain Amadas, the firft Englifhman that ever landed in North America, fet foot on fliore fto 
ufe his own words) fuch a flock of cranes (the mod part‘white) arofe under us with fuch a cry, redoubled 
by many echoes, as if an army of men had ihouted altogether, 
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in part extirpated the birds, in part feared them away: in fpring the people ftill take 
both -eggs, mothers, and young indifferently, becaufe no regulations are made to the 
contrary; and if any had been made, the fpirit of freedom which prevails in the 
country would not fuffer them to be obeyed. But though the eatable birds have been 
diminiihed greatly, yet there are others, which have rather increafed than decreafed in 
number fmee the arrival of the Europeans: this can moil properly be faid of a fpecies 
of daws, which the Engliih call blackbirds # , and the Swedes, maize thieves; Dr. 
Linnaeus calls them gracula quifcula; and together with them, the feveral forts of 
fquirrels among the quadrupeds have fpread; for thefe and the former live chiefly upon 
maize, or at lead they are mod greedy of it. But as population increafes, the cul« 
tivation of maize increafes, and of courfe the food of the above mentioned animals is 
more plentiful: to this it is to be added, that thefe latter are rarely eaten, and thero- 
foresthey arc more at liberty to multiply their kind. There are likewife other birds 
which are not eaten, of which at prefent there arc nearly as many as there were before 
the arrival of the Europeans. On the other hand, 1 heard great complaints of the 
great decrcafe of eatable fowl^pt only in this province, but in all the parts of North 
America, where I have been. 

Aged people had experienced that with the fifh, which I have jud mentioned of the 
birds : in their youth, the bays, rivers, and brooks, had fuch quantities of fifh, that at 
one draught in the morning they caught as many as a horfc was able to carry home. 
But at prefent things are greasy altered ; and they often work in vain all the night 
long with all their fi filing tackle. 1 he caufes of this decreale of fifli are partly the 
fame with thofe of the diminution of the number of birds ; being of late caught by a 
greater variety of contrivances, and in different .manners than before. The numerous 
mills on the rivers and brooks likewil'e contribute to it in part; for it has been obferved 
here, that the fifti go up the river in order to fpawn in a fhallow water ; but when they 
meet with works that prevent their proceeding, they turn back and never come again. 
Of this I was affured by a man of fortune at Bolton: his father was ufed to catch a 
number of herrings throughout the winter, ami almoft always in dimmer, in a river, 
upon his country feat: but he having built a mill with a dyke in this water, they were 
lod. In this manner they complained here and every where of the decreale of fifli. 
Old people afferted the fame in regard to oyllers at New York; for though they arc 
ftill taken in confidcrablc quantity, and are as big and as delicious as can be wilhecl, yet 
all theoyfter-catchers own, that the number diminifhes greatly every year; the moll 
natural caufe of it is probably the immoderate. catching of them at all times of the 
year. 

_ Franklin told me, that in that part of New England where his father lived, ovo 
rivers fell into the fea, in one of which they caught great numbers of herrings, and in 
the other not one. Yet the places where thefe rivers difeharged themfelves into the 
fea were notTar afunder. They had obferved that when the herrings came in fpring 
to depofit their fpawn, they always fwam up the river, where they ufed to catch them, 
but never came into the other. This circumftance led Mr. Franklin’s father, who was 
fettled between the two rivers, to try whether it was not polliblc to make the herrings 
likewife live in the other river. For that purpofe he put out his nets, as they were 
coming up for fpawning, and he caught fome. He took the fpawn out of them, and 
carefully carried it acrofs the land into the other river. It was hatched, and the con- 
fequence was, that every year afterwards they caught more herrings in that river; and 


* Properly thining blackbirds. 
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this is ftill the cafe. This leads one to believe that the filh always like to Ipawnitt the 
fame place where they were hatched, and from whence they firft put out to fea; being 
as it were accuftomed to it. ^ 

The following is another peculiar obfervation. It has never formerly been known 
that codfifh were to be caught at Cape Hinlopen: they were always caught at the 
mouth of the Delaware; but at prefent they are numerous in the former place. From 
hence it may be concluded, that fifli likewife change their places of abode of their own 
accord. 

A captain of a Ibip who had been in Greenland, aflerted from his own experience, 
that on pafling the feventieth degree of north latitude, the fumtner heat was there much 
greater than it is below that degree. From hence he‘concluded, that the fummer heat 
at the pole itfelf muft be ftill more exceflive, lince the fun ihines there for fuch a long 
fpace of time without ever fetling. The fame account, with fnnilar confequedces 
drawn from thence, Mr. Franklin had heard of the fliip-captains in Bofton, who had 
failed to the mofl northern parts of this hemifphere. But ftill more aftoniftung is the 
account he got from Captain lfcnry Atkins, who ftiUHives at Bofton. lie had for 
foine time been upon the fiftiery along the coafts of New England. But not catching 
as much as he wifhed, he failed north, as far as Greenland. At laft he went fo far, that 
he difeovered people, who .had never feen Europeans before (and w'hat is more a ft on idl¬ 
ing) who had no idea of the ufe of fire, which they had never employed; and if they 
had known it, they could have made no ufe of their knowledge, as there were no trees 
in the country. But they eat the birds and fifh which they caught quite raw. Captain 
Atkins got foine very fcarce Ikins in exchange for fome trifles. 

It is already known lrom fevexal accounts of voyages, that to the northward neither 
trees nor bullies, nor any ligneous plants, are to be met with, fit for burning. But is 
it not probable that the inhabitants of fo defolate a country, like other northern nations 
which we know, burn the train-oil of fifties, and the fat of animals in lamps, in’order 
to boil their meat, to warm their fubrerraneous caves in winter, and to light them in 
the darkeft feafon of the year ? elle their darknefs would be infupportable. 

Nov. 11th. In feveral writings wc read of a large animal, which is to be met with 
in New England, and other parts of North America. They fometimes dig very long 
and branched horns out of the ground in Ireland, and nobody in that country, or any 
where elfe in the world, knows an animal that has fuch horns. This has induced many 
people to believe that it is the moofe-deer, fo famous in North America, and that 
the horns found were of animals sof this kind, which had formerly lived in that* 
ifland, but were gradually deftroyed. It has even been concluded, that Ireland, 
in -diftant ages, either was connected with North America, or that a number of 
little iflands, which are loft at prefent, made a chain between them. T his led me to 
enquire, whether an animal with fuch exceflive great horns, as are deferibed to the 
moofe-deer, had ever been feen in any part of this country. Mr. Bartratn told me, 
that, notwithstanding he had caiefully enquired to that purpofe, yet there was no perfon 
who could give him any information which could be relied upon; and therefore, he was 
entirely of opinion, that there was no fuch an animal in North America. Mr. Franklin 
related, that he had, when a boy, feen two of the animals which they call moofe-deer, 
but he well remembered that they were not near of fuch a fize as they muft have been, 
if the horns found in Ireland were to fit them : the two animals which he faw, were 
brought to Bofton, in order to be fent to England to Queen Anne. The height of the 
animal up to the back was that of a pretty tall horfe, but the head and its horns were 
ftill higher: Mr. Dudley has given a defeription of the moofe-deer which is found in 

North 
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North Afeeffea^ On my travels in Canada, I often enquired of the FrotehmiBB^ * 
ther there had ever been feen fo large in animal in this country, as feme people fay there 
is in North America, and with fuch great horns as are fometimes dug out in Irelands 
But I was always told, that they had never heard of it, and much left feen it: feme 
added; that if there was fuch an animal, they certainly mufthave met with it in fpme 
of their excurfions in the woods. There are elks here, which are either of the fame 
fort with the Swedifh ones, or a variety of them: of thefe they often catch fome which 
‘ are larger than common, whence perhaps the report of the very large animal with ex- 
ceffivc horn's in North America firft had its rife. Thefe elks are called orignals by the . 
French in Canada, which name they have borrowed from the Indians; perhaps Dud¬ 
ley, in deferibing the moofe-deer* meant no other animals than thefe large elks 

Mr. Franklin gave me a piece of a ftone, which, on account of its indeftruflibility in 
the fire, is made ufe of in New.England for making melting furnaces and forges. 

It cobfifts of a mixture of lapis ollaris, or ferpentine ftone, and of afbeft. The greateft 
part of it is a grey ferpentine ftone, which is lat and fmooth to the touch, and is eafily 
cut and worked. Here and t^ere' are fome glittering fpcckles of that fort of afbeft, 
whofe fibres come from a center like rays, or flar afbeft. This ftone is not found in 
ftrata or folid rocks, but here and there fcattcred on the fields. 

Another ftone is called foapflone by many of the Swedes, being as fmooth as foap 
on the outfide. They make ufe of it for rubbing fpots out of their deaths. It might 
be called faxum talcofum partipulis fpataceis granatifque immixtis, or a talc with mixed 
particles of fpar and garnets. A more exaft defeription I referve for another work. 
At prefent I only add, that the ground-colour is pale green, with fome dark fpots, and 
fometimes a few of a greenifh hue. It is very fmooth to the touch, and runs always 
waved. It is likewife eafily fawed arid cut, though it is not very fmooth. 1 have feen 
large ftones of it which were a fathom and more long, proportionably broad, and com¬ 
monly fix inches or a foot deep. But I cannot determine any thing of their original 
fize, as 1 have ijot been at the place where they are dug, and have only feen the ftones 
at Philadelphia, which are brought there ready cut. The.particles of talc in this ftone 
are about thirty times as many as thofe of fpar and garnet. It is found in many parts of 
the country, for example, in the neighbourhood of Chefter in Ponfylvania. The Eng- 
lifh likewife call it foapftone f, and it is likely that the Swedes have borrowed that name 
from them. 

This ftone was chiefly employed in the following manner. Firft, the people took 
, fpots out of their cloaths with it. But, for this pyppofc, the whole ftone is not equally 
ufeful, for it includes in its clear particles fome dark ones which confift wholly of fer¬ 
pentine.ftone, and may eafily be cut with a knife-} fome of the loofc Jlone is feraped.. 
oft* like a powder, and flrewed upon a greafy fpot, in filk or any otheV fluff; this im¬ 
bibes the greafe,and after rubbing off the powder the fpot difappears: and as this ftone is 
likewife very durable in the fire, the country people make their hearths with it, efpecially 
the place -where the fire lies, and where the heat is the greateft, for the ftone ftands 

• What gives ftill rooje weight to Mr. Kalm’s opinion of the elk being the moofe-deer, is, the name 
mufu, which the Algonkins give to the elk, as Mr. Kalm himfelf observes in the fequel of his work ; and 
this circumftance is the more.temarkable,a8 the Algonkins, before tl elrokeefe.or Five Nations, got fo great 
* power in America, were the-woft tpowerful nation in the northern part of this continent $ infomuch that, 
though the; be now reduced to an inconfiderable number, their language is however a kind of univerfal 
language in NorthAmcrica t fo that there is no doubt that the elk is the famous moofe-deer. F. 

f .It ferns to v be cither the fubftsnce commonly called French chalk, or perhaps the foap-rock, whid»i* 
common in Cornwall,-near the Lizard point, and which confifts, befides of fome particles of talc, chicfljr^f 
.an eaithltkemagnefia j which latter, mth acid of vitriol, yields an earthy vitriolic fait, or Epfom fait. F. 
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the ftrongeft fire. If the people can get a fufficient quantity of this ftone, they lay 
the fteps before the houfes with it, inftead of bricks, which are generally uled for that 
purpofe. 

The walls round the court-yards, gardens, burying-places, and thofe for the Hoping 
cellar-doors towards the ftreet, which are all commonly built of brick, are covered 
with a coping of this ftone; for it holds excellently againft all the effedts of the fun, 
air, rain, and ftorm, and does not decay, but fecures the bricks. On account of this 
quality, people commonly get the door-pofts, in which their hinges are faftened, made 
of this ftone; and in feveral public buildings, fuch as the houfe of aflembly for the 
province, the whole lower wall is built of it, and in other houfes the corners are laid 
out with it. 

The fait which is ufed in the Englilh North American colonies, is brought from the 
Weft Indies. The Indians have in fome places fait fprings, from which they get fait 
by boiling. I fhail in the fequcl have occafion to defcribe fome of them. Mr. Frank¬ 
lin was of opinion, that the people in Penfylvania could eafier make good fait of fea 
water, than in New England, where fometimes fait is made of the fea water on their 
coaft; though their fituation is more northerly. Lead-ore has been difcovered in 
Penfylvania, but as it is not to be met with in quantity, nobody ever attempted to ufe 
it. Loadftones of confiderable goodnefs have likewife been found j and I myfelf 
poffefs feveral pretty pieces of them. 

Iron is dug in fuch great quantities in Penfylvania, and in the other American pro¬ 
vinces of the Englilh, that they could provide with that commodity not only England, 
but almoft all Europe, and perhaps the greater part of the globe. The ore is here 
commonly infinitely eafier got in ^he mines than our Swedilh ore. For in many places, 
with a pick-axe, a crow-foot, and a wooden club, it is got with the fame eafe with 
which a hole can be made in a hard foil: in many places the people know nothing of 
boring, blafting, and firing; and the ore is likewife very fufible. Of this iron they 
get fuch quantities, that not only the numerous inhabitants of the colonies thcmfelves 
have enough of it, but great quantities are fent to the Weft Indies, and they have lately" 
began even to trade to Europe with it. This iron is reckoned better for Ihip-building 
than our Swedilh iron, or any other, becaufe fait water does not corrode it fo much. 
Some people believed, that, without reckoning the freight, they could fell their iron in 
England at a lower rate than any other nation} efpecially when the country becomes 
better peopled, and labour cheaper. 

The mountain flax *, or that kind of ftone, which Bifliop Browallius calls amiantus , 
fibris feparabilibus molliufculis, in his lettures on mineralogy, which were publilhed 
in 1739, or the amiant with foft fibres, which can eafily be feparated, is found abund¬ 
antly in Penfylvania. Some pieces are very foft, others pretty tough: Mr. Franklin 
told me, that, twenty and fome odd years ago, when he made a voyage to England, 
he had a little purle with him, made of the mountain flax of this country, which he 
irefented to Sir Hans Sloan!. I have likewife feen paper made of this ftone; and I 
lave likewife received fome fmall pieces of it, which I keep in my cabinet. Mr. Frank- 
in had been told by others, that, on expofing this mountain flax to the open air in 
winter, and leaving it in the cold and wet, it would grow together, and more fit for 
pinning. But he did not venture to determine how far this opinion was grounded. 

• Amiantus ( Albeftus) fibrofu9, fibris feparabilibus flexilibus tenacibus, Linn. Syft, Nat. p. 55. 

Amiantus fibris mollibus parallelis facile feparabilibus. Wall. Mia,. 140 
Mountain flax, linum montanum, Forfter’s Mineralogy, p. 17. F. 
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Oh this occafion lie related a very pleafatit accident which happened to him with Aar 
inountain flax: he had, feveral years ago, got a piece of it, which he gave to one of 
h|s journeymen printers, in order to get it made into a (heel at the paper mill. As foon 
(as the fellow brought the paper, Mr. Franklin rolled it up, and threw it into the fire, 
telling the journeyman he would fee a miracle, a fheet of paper which did not burn: 
the ignorant fellow afferted the contrary, but was greatly aftonifhed upon feeing him- 
felf convinced. Mr. Franklin then explained to him, though not very clearly, the 
peculiar qualities of the paper. As foon as he was gone, fome of his acquaintance 
came in, who immediately knew the paper. The journeyman thought he would fliew 
them a great curiofity and aflohifh them. He accordingly told them, that he had 
curioufly made a Iheet of paper which would not burn, though it was thrown into 
the fire. They pretended to think it impofliblc, and he as ftrenuoufiy maintained his 
iflertion. At laft they laid a wager about it; but whilft he was bufy with flirring up 
the fire, the others flily befmeared the paper with fat: the journeyman, who was not 
aware of it, threw it into the fire, and that moment it was all in flames: this aftonifhed 
him fo much, that he was almoft fpeechlefs; upon which they could not help laughing, 
and fo difeovered the whole artifice. 

In feveral houfes of the town, a number of little ants run about, living under 
ground, and in holes in the wall. The length of their bodies is one geometrical line. 
Their colour is either black or dark red: they have the cultom of carrying oft’ lweet 
things, if they can come at them, in common with the ants of other countries. Mr. 
Franklin was much inclined to believe that theft* little iulefts could by fome means 
communicate their thoughts or defires to each other, and he confirmed his opinion by 
fome examples. When an ant finds fome fugar, if runs immediately under ground 
to its hole, where, having flayed a little while, a whole army comes our, unites and 
marches to the place where the fugar is, and carries it off by pieces ; or if an ant meets 
with a dead fly, which it cannot carry alone, it immediately haftens home, ami foon 
after fome more come out, creep to the fly, and carry it away. Some time ago 
Mr. Franklin put a little earthen pot with treacle into a clofet. A number of ants 
got into the pot, and devoured the treacle very quickly. But as he obferved it, he 
fliook them out, and tied the pot with a thin firing to a nail which he had f'aftened in 
the ceiling; fo that the pot hung down by the firing. A Angle ant by chance remained 
in the pot: this ant cat till it was fatisfied; but when it wanted to get oft’, it was under 
great concern to find its way out: it ran about the bottom of the pot, but in vain : at laft 
it found, after many attempts, the way to get to the ceiling by the ftring. After it was 
come there, it ran to the wall, and from thence to the ground. It had hardly been away 
for half an hour, when a great fwarm of ants came out, got up to the ceiling, andjcrepl 
along the ftring into the pot, and began to eat again : this they continued till the treacle 
was all eaten: in the mean tithe, one fwarm running down the ftring, and the other up. 

Nov. 12th. A man of fortune, who has long been in this province, afferted, that, 
by twenty years experience, he had found a confirmation of what other people have 
obferved with regard to the weather, viz. that the weather in winter was commonly 
foretold by that on the firft of November, old ftile, or twelve new ftile; if that 
whole day be fair, the next winter will bring but little rain and fnow along with it; 
but if the firft half of the day be clear, and the other cloudy, the beginning of winter 
would accordingly be fair, but its end, and fpring, would turn out rigorous and 
difagreeable: of the fame kind were the other prefages. I have likewife in other 
places heard of fimilar figns of the weather; but as a mature judgment greatly leffens 
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the confidence in them, fo the meteorological obfervations have fulficiently fliewn, how 
* infinitely often thefe prophecies have failed. 

Penfylvahia abounds in fprings, and you commonly meet with a fpring ofdetr 
water on one or the other, and fometimes on feveral fides of a mountain. The people 
near fuch fprings ufe them for every purpofe of a fine fpring water. They- alfp 
conduct the water into a little ftone building near the houfe, where they can confine 
it, and bring frefh fupplies at pleafure. In fummer they place their milk, bottles of 
wine, and other liquors, in this building, where they keep cool and frefh. In many 
country houfes, the kitchen or buttery was fo fituated, that a rivulet ran under it, and 
had the water near at hand. 

Not only people of fortune, but even others that had fome poffeflions, commonly 
had fifh-poiuis in the country near their houfes. They always took care that frefh water 
might run into their ponds, which is very falutary for the fifh: for that purpofe the 
ponds were placed near a fpring on a hill. 

Nov. 13th. I faw, in feveral parts of this province, a ready method of getting 
plenty of grafs to grow in the meadows. Here mu ft be remembered what I have 
before mentioned about the fprings, which are fometimes found on the fidcs of hills, 
and fometimes in vallies. The meadows lie commonly in the vallies between the hills: 
if they are too fwampy and wet, the water is carried oif by feveral ditches. But the 
fummer in Penfylvania is very hot; and the fun often burns the grafs fo much, that 
it dries up entirely. The hufbandmen therefore have been very attentive to prevent 
this in their meadows : to that purpofe they look for all ’the fprings in the neighbour¬ 
hood of a meadow ; and as the rivulets flowed before by the fhorteft way into the 
vallies, they raife the water as much as pollible and neccfl'ary, to the higher part of 
meadow, and make feveral narrow channels from the brook, down into the plain, fp 
that it is entirely watered by it. When there are fome deeper places, they frequently 
lay wooden gutters acrofs them, through which the water flows to the other fide; and 
from thence it is again, by very narrow channels, carried to all the places where it 
feetns ncccflary. To raife the water the higher, and in order to fpread it more, there 
are high dykes built near the fprings, between which the water rif'es till it is fo high as 
to run down where the people want it. Induftry and ingenuity went further : when 
a brook runs in a wood, with a direction not towards the meadow, and it has been 
found, by levelling, and taking an exad furvey of the land between the meadow and 
the rivulet, that the latter can be conducted towards the former} a dyke is made, 
which hems the courfe of the brook, and the water is led round the meadow, over 
many hills, fometimes for the fpace of an Englifh mile and further, partly acrofs ' 
vallies in wooden pipes, till at lafl it is brought where it is wanted, and where it can 
be fpread as above mentioned. One that has not feen it himfelf, cannot believe how 
great a quantity of grafs there is in fuch meadows, efpecially near the little channels; 
whilft others, which have not been thus managed, look wretchedly. The meadows 
commonly lie in the vallies, and one or more of their fides have a declivity. The 
water can therefore eafily be brought to run down in them. Thefe meadows, which 
are fo carefully watered, are commonly mowed three times every fummer. But it is 
likewife to be obferved, that fummer continues feven months here. The inhabitants ■ 
feldom fail to employ a brook or fpring in this manner, if it is not too far from the 
meadows to be led to them. 

The leaves were at prefent fallen from all the trees; both from oaks, and from all 
ihofe which have deciduous leaves, and they covered the .ground in the wood fix inch<js 
deep. The great quantity of leaves which drop annually 1 would neceflarily feem to 
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encreafe the upper black mould greatly. However, it is not above three or four inches 
thick in the woods, and under it lays a brick-coloured clay, mixed with a fand of 
idle fame colour. It is remarkable, that a foil which, in all probability, has'not 
been, ftirred, ihould be covered with fo little black mould: but I fhall fpeak of this is 
the fequal. 

Nov. 14th. The fquirrels, which run about plentifully in the woods, are of 
different fpecies ; I here intend to defcribe the moft common forts more accurately. 

The grey fquirrels are very plentiful m Penfylvania, and in the other provinces of 
North America. Their fhape correfponds with that of our Swedilh fquirrel; but they 
differ from them by keeping their grey colour all the year long, and in fize being 
fomething bigger. The woods in all thefe provinces, and chiefly in Penfylvania, 
confift of trees with deciduous leaves, and in fuch thefe fquirrels like to live. Ray, in 
his Synopfis Quadrupedum, p. 215, and Catefby, in his Natural Hiftory of Carolina, 
Vol. 2, p. 74, tab. 74, call it the Virginian greater grey fquirrel; and the latter has 
added a figure after life. The Swedes call it grao ickom, which is the fame as the 
Englilh grey fquirrel. Their nefts are commonly in hollow trees, and are made of 
mofs, draw, and other foft things : their food is chiefly nuts; as hazel nuts, chinquapins, 
chefnuts, walnuts, hiccory nuts, and the acorns of the different forts of oak which 
grow here ; but maize is what they are molt greedy of. The ground in the woods is 
in autumn covered with acorns, and all kinds of nuts which drop from the numerous 
trees; of thefe the fquirrels. gather great ftorcs for winter, which they lay up in holes 
dug by them for that purpofe : they likewife carry a great quantity of them into their 
nefts. 

As foon as winter comes, the fnow and cold confines them to their holes for fe- 
veral days, elpecially when the weather is very rough. During this time they con- 
fume the little ftore which they have brought to their nefts : as foon therefore as the 
weather grows milder, they creep out, and dig out part of the ftore which they have 
laid up in the ground : of this they eat fome on the fpot, and carry the reft into 
their nefts on the trees. We frequently obferved, that, in winter, at the eve of a 
great froft, when there had been fome temperate weather, the fquirrels, a day or 
two before the froft, ran about the woods in greater numbers than common, partly 
in order to eat their fill, and partly to ftore their nefts with a new provifion for the 
enfuing great cold, during which they did not venture to come out, but lay fnug in 
their nefts: therefore, feeing them run in the woods in greater numbers than 
ordinary, was a fafe prognoftic of an enfuing cold. 

The hogs which are here driven into the woods, whilft there is yet no fnow in them, 
often do confiderable damage to the poor fquirrels, by rooting up their ftore-Jjoles, 
and robbing their winter provifiqns. Both the Indians, and the European Americans, 
take great pains to find out thefe ftore-holes, whether in trees or in the ground, as all 
the nuts they contain are choice, and not only quite ripe, but likewife not pierced by 
worms. The nuts and acorns which the dormice, or mus cricetus, Linn, ftore up in 
autumn, are all in the fame condition. The Swedes relate, that, in the long winter, 
which happened here in the year 1741, there fell fuch a quantity of fnow, that the 
fquirrels could not get to their ftore, and many of them were ftarved to death. 

The damage which thefe animals do in the maize fields I have already deferibed: 
they do the more harm, as they do not eat all the com, but only the inner and fweet 
part, and as it were take off the hulks. In fpring, towards the end of April, when the 
tfitks were in full flower, I once obferved a number of fquirrels on them, fometimes 
five, fix, or more in a tree, who bit off the flower-ftalks a little below the flowers, 
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and dropt them on the ground ; whether they eat any thing off them, ornttde ufeof 
them for fome other purpofe, I know not; but the ground was quite covered with 
oak flowers, to which part of the ftalk adhered. For this reafon the oaks do not bear 
fo much fruit by for to feed hogs and other animals as they would otherwife do. ■ >... 

Of all the wild animals in this country the fquirrels are fome of the eafieft to tame, 
efpecially when they are taken young for that purpofe. I have l'een them tamed fo far 
that they would follow the boys into the woods, and runabout every where, and when 
tired would fit on their Ihouiders. Sometimes they only ran a little way into the wood, 
and then returned home again to the little hole that had been fitted up for them." 
When they eat, they fit almoft upright, hold their food between their fore feet, and 
their tail bent upwards. When the tame ones got more than they could cat at a time, 
they carried the remainder to their habitations, and hid it amonglt the wool which 
they lay upon. Such tame fquirrels fhewed no fear of ftrangers, and would fuffer 
themfelves to be touched by every body, without offering to bite. They fometimes 
would leap upon ftrangers’ cloaths, and lie ftill on them, in order to fleep. In the 
farm-houfes, where they were kept, they played with cats and dogs : they likewife eat 

bread. • 

The wild grey fquirrels likewife hold up their tails when fitting. As foon as they 
perceive a man, they continually wag their tails and begin to gnalh with their teeth, 
and make a great noife, which they do not readily give over. Thofe who go a fhoot- 
ing birds and other animals are therefore very angry at them, as this noife difeovers 
them, and alarms the game. Though a grey fquirrcl does not feem to be very fhy, yet 
it is very difficult to kill, for when it perceives a man, it climbs upon a tree, and com¬ 
monly chufes the higheft about jt. It then tries to hide itfclf behind the trunk, fo that 
the Ihooter may not fee it, and though he goes ever fo faff round the tree, yet the 
fquirrel changes its place as quickly, if not quicker; if two boughs bend towards each 
other, the fquirrel lies in the middle of them, and preffes itfelf fo clofe, that it is 
hardly vifible. You may then ffiake the tree, throw ftieks and ftones to the plhce 
where it lies, or fhoot at it, yet it will never ftir. If three branches join, it takes re¬ 
fuge between them, and lies as clofe to them as poffiblc, and then it is fufficiently 
fate. Sometimes it efcapcs on a tree where there are old nefts of fquirrels, or of 
large birds ; it flips into fuch, and cannot be got out, either by thooting, throwing, 
or any thing elfe ; for the grey fquirrels fcldom leap from one tree to another, except 
extreme danger compels them. They commonly run directly up the trees, and down 
the fame way, with their head ftraight forward. Several of them which I foot in tho 
woods had great numbers of fleas. 

I have already mentioned, that thefe fquirrels arc among the animals which at 
prefent are more plentiful than they formerly were, and that the infinitely greater cul¬ 
tivation of maize, which is their favpurite food, is the caufe of their multiplication. 
However, it is peculiar, that in fome years a greater number of fquirrels coine down 
from the higher countries into Penfylvania, and other Englifh colonies. They com¬ 
monly come in autumn, and are then very bufy in the woods gathering nuts and 
acorns, which they carry into hollow trees or their ftore-holes, in order to be fufficiently 
provided with food for winter. They are fo diligent in ftoring up of provifions, that 
though the nuts have been extremely plentiful this year, yet it is difficult to get a con- 
fiderable quantity of them. The people here pretended, fr*n their own experience, 
to know, that when the fquirrels came down in fuch numbers from the higher parts of 
(the country, the winter enfuing was uncommonly rigorous and cold, and for lhat 
reafon they always look upon their coming down as a fure fign of fuch a winter. Yet 
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this does not always prove true, as X experienced in the autumn of the year 1749: at 
that time a great number of fquirrels came down into thecolonies, yet the winter was 
very mild, and no colder than common. But it appeared that “their migration was 
occafipned by the fcarcity of nuts and acorns, which happened that year in the higher 
[arts of the country, and obliged them to come hither for their food. Therefore they 
generally return the next year to the place from which they came. 

Some people reckon fquirrel flefli a great dainty, but the generality make no account 
of it. The Ikin is good for little, yet fmall ftraps are fometimes made of it, as it is 
very tough : others ufe it as a fur lining, for want of a better. Ladies Ihoes are like- 
wife fometimes made of it. 

The rattle-fnake often devours the fquirrels, notwirhftanding all their agility. This 
unwieldy creature is faid to catch fo agile an one merely by fafeination. 1 have never had 
an opportunity of feeing how it is done ; but fo many credible people affured me of the 
truth of the raft, and afferted that they were prefent, and paid peculiar attention to it, 
that I am almoft forced to believe their unanimous accounts. The fafeination is ef¬ 
fected in the following manner: the fnakc lies at the bottom of the tree upon which 
the fquirrel fits; its eyes ar<^ fixed upon the little animal, and from that moment it 
cannot efcape; it begins a doleful outcry, which is fo well known, that a perfon 
palling by, on hearing it, immediately knows that it is charmed by a fnake. The 
fquirrel runs up the tree a little way, comes downwards again, then goes up, and now 
comes lower again. On that occafion it has been obferved, that the fquirrel always 
goes down more than it goes up. The fnake fiill continues at the root of the tree, 
with its eyes fixed on the fquirrel, with which irs attention is fo entirely taken up, tiiat 
a perfon accidental^approaching may make a-confiderable noife, without the l'nake’s 
fo much as turning about. The fquirrel, as before-mentioned, conies always lower, 
and at laft leaps down to the fnake, whofe mouth is already wide open for its re¬ 
ception. The poor little animal then with a piteous cry runs into the fnake’s jaws, 
and is fwallowed at once, if it be not too big ; but if its fixe will nut allow it to be 
fwallowed at once, the fnake licks it feverai times with its tongue, and by that means 
makes it fit for fwallowing. Every thing die remarkable at this enchantment I have 
deferibed in a treatife inferted in the Memoirs of the Royal Swedifh Academy of 
Sciences, in the volume fur the year 1753. I therefore am not fo circumflantial here. 
The fame power of enchanting is aferibed to that kind of fnake, which is commonly 
called the black fnake in America, and it is laid to catch and devour fquirrels in the 
fame manner as the former*. 

But thefe little animals do confiderable damage to the maize, not only whilft it is 
upon the (talk, as I have before obferved, but even when it is brought home into^the 
barns; for if they can come at it without any obftacle, they can in a few nights bring 
a whole bufhel away into their lurking holes. The government, in molt of the North 
American colonies, has therefore been obliged to offer a certain premium to be paid 
out of the common treafury, for the head of a fquirrel. It Items inconceivable 
what a fum of money has been paid for grey and black fquirrels heads, in the pro¬ 
wince of Penfylvania only, from the firft of January 1749 to the firft of January 


been obferved, that only filch fquirrel* ami birds a* have their nelW near the place where fuch 
■ e* co l rif ,0 > lrialte th ,s jfiitiful noife, and are fo bufy in running up and dovrn the tree and the 
neighbouring branches, in order to draw off the attention of the fnake from their brood, and often they 
come fo very near in order to fly away again, that being within reach of the fnake*, they are at lad bit, 
poiiored, and devoured ; and tins will, I believe, pcrfcdUy account for the power* of fafeinating bird* 


tod {mail creature* in the fnake*. F. 
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4 75b; for when the deputies from the feveral diftrifts of the province met, in order 
to deliberate upon the affairs of the province, each of them complained that their 
.treafures were exhaufted by paying fo much for fquirrels; for at that time tfielaw 
had appointed a reward of threepence for each fquirrel’s head. So far extended the 
vengeance taken upon thefe little creatures, i. e. upon the grey and black fquirrels. 
It was found, by calling up accounts, that in that one year eight thoufand pounds 6f 
Penfylvania currency had been expended in paying thefe rewards: this I was allured 
of by a man who had looked over the accounts himfelf. 

Many people, elpecially young men, left all other employment, and went into the 
woods to Ihoot fquirrels; but the government, having experienced how much three¬ 
pence per head took out of the treafury, fettled half that futn upon each fquirrel's 
head. 

Flying fquirrels are a peculiar kind, which feem to be the fame with thofe which 
inhabit Finland, and which Dr. Linnaeus, in his Fauna Svecica, No. 38, calls feiurus 
volans. The American flying-fquirrel at the utmoft is only a variety of that which 
we have in Finland. Cateiby, in his Natural Hiftory of Carolina, vol. 2, p. 76, 77,. 
has deferibed it, and tab. 76, 77, drawn it after life. He likewife calls it feiurus 
volans. Edwards, in his Natural Iliftory of Birds, reprefents it, t. 191. They are 
met with in the woods, bpt not very frequently. They are fcarce ever feen in the 
day-time, unlefs they are forced out by men who have difeovered their nefts; for ' 
they fioep in the day-time, but as loon as it grows dark, they come out, and run 
about almoft alf night. They live in hollow trees, and by cutting one down, feven 
or more fiying-fquirrels are frequently found in it. By the additional fkin with which 
Providence has provided them,on both Tides, they can fly from one tree to another.. 
They expand their fkins like wings, and contract them again as foon as they can get 
hold of the oppofitc tree. Some people fay that they fly in a horizontal line j but 
others aflerted that they firft went a little downwards, and then rofe up again, when 
they approached the tree to which they would fly : they cannot fly further than four 
or live fathoms. Among all the fquirrels in this country, thefe are the mod eafily 
tamed. The boys carry them to l'chool, or wherever they go, without their ever 
attempting to cfcape; if even they put their fquirrel afidc, it leaps upon them again 
immediately, creeps either into their bofom, or their fleeve, or any fold of the clothes* 
and lies down to deep: its food is the fame with that of the grey fquirrel. 

There is a fmall fpecies of fquirrels abounding in the woods, which the Englifh call 
ground fquirrels. (Jatefby has deferibed and drawn them from life, in the 2d vol. of 
his Natural Hiftory of Carolina, p. 75, tab. 75, and Edwards in his Natural Hiftory of 
Birds, t. iSi. # He and Dr. Linnmus call it feiurus ftriatus, or the ftreaked fquirrel. 
Thefe do not properly live in trees, as others of this genus, but dig holes in the ground 
(much in the lame manner as rabbets) in which they live, and whither they take refuge • 
when they perceive any danger. Their holes go deep, and commonly further inwards 
divide into many branches. 'They are alfo cunning enough to make fometimes an 
opening or hole to .the furface of the ground from one of thefe branches. The ad¬ 
vantage they have from hence, is, that when they ftroll about-for food, and the hole is 
llopt up through which they went out, they may not expofe themfelves to be caughr, 

* It is not yet made out with certainty whether the American flying fquirtel, and tfj.it 
found in Finland, and in the north of Europe and ACa, be the fame nnimal. The American 
kind has a flat peunated tail, but the European fund a round one, which affords a very didiogu'^iing 
character. F. 
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but prefently find the other hole, into which they may retreat: but in autumn, when 
the leaves feitifrom the trees, or fome time after, it is diversion to fee the confternation 
they are fometimes in when purfued; for their holes being eafily covered with the 
great fall of leaves, or by the wind, they have a great deal to do, to find them on a fudden: 
they then run backwards and forwards as if they had loft their way: they feem to know 
the places where they have made their fubterraneous walks, but cannot conceive where 
the entrances are. If they be then purfued, and one claps his hands, they know no 
other refuge than that of climbing upon a tree; for it is to be obferved that thele 
Squirrels always live under ground, and never climb upon trees unlefs purfued, and un¬ 
able in the hurry to find their holes. This kind of fquirrels is much more numerous 
in Penfylvania than in any other province of North America through which I have 
travelled. Its length is commonly fix inches, without the curved tail; and it is very nar¬ 
row. The Ikin is ferruginous, or of a reddiih brown, and marked with five black ftreaks, 
one of which runs along the back, and two on each fide. Their food confifts of all 
forts of com, as rye, barley, wheat, maize, and of acorns, nuts, &c. They gather their 
winter provifions in autumn, like the common grey fquirrels, and keep them in their 
holes under ground. If they get into a granary, they do as much mifehief as mice and 
rats. It has often been obferved that if, after eating rye, they come to fome wheat, 
they throw up the former, which they do not like fo well as the wheat, in order to fill 
their belly with the latter. When the maize is reaped in tHe fields, they are very bufy 
in biting off the ears, and filling the pouches in their mouth with corn, fo that their 
cheeks are quite blown up. With this booty they haiten into the Holes which they 
have made in the ground. 

As a Swede was making a mill-dyke, pretty late iq autumn, he employed for that 
purpofe the foil of a%eighbouring hill, and mcPwith a hole on a fubterraneous walk 
belonging to thefe fquirrels: he followed it for fome time, and difeovered a walk on 
one fide like a branch, parting from the chief Item : it was near two feet long, and at 
its end was a quantity of choice acorns of the white oak, which the little careful animal 
bad ftored up for winter. Soon after he found another walk on the fide like the for¬ 
mer, but containing a fine ftorc of maize: the next had hiccory nuts, and the laft 
and moft hidden one contained fome excellent chefnuts, which might have filled 
two hats. 

In winter thefe fquirrels are feldom feen, for during that feafon they live in their 
fubterraneous holes, upon the provifions which they have ftored up there. However 
pn a very fine and clear day they fometimes come out. They frequently dig through 
the ground, into cellars in which the country people lay up their apples, which they 
partly eat, and partly fpoil, fo that the mafter has little or nothing left. They hqptlle 
the maize ftorcs full as roughly as the apples. But the cats are their great enemies, 
■who devour them and bring them home to their young ones: their fiefh is not eaten by 
men, and their ikin is not made ufe of. 

Of all the fquirrels in the country, thefe are the moft difficult to be tamed ; for, 
though they be caught very young, yet it is dangerous to touch them with naked hands, 
as they bite very iharp when one is not aware of them. Many boys, who had loft a 
deal of time in trying to tame thefe fquirrels, owned that they knew of no art to make 
them quite tame; at leaf! they are never fo far tamed as the other fpepes. In order to 
do any thing towards taming them, they muft be caught when they are very fmall. Some 
people kept them in that irate in a cage, becaufe they looked very pretty. 

k frail take another opportunity of fpeaking of the black and ferruginous fquirrels, 
,.which likewife inhabit tins country. 

Nov. 
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Nov. 4 5th. In the morning I returned to Philadelphia. Mr. Cock told oieto-dw, 
and on fome other occaftons afterwards, an accident which happened to him, and which; 
feemed greatly to confirm a peculiar fign of an imminent hurricane. He failed to the 
Weft Indies in a fmall yacht, and had an old man on board, who had for a confiderable 
time failed in this fea. The old man founding the depth, called to the mate to tell Mr. 
Cock to launch the boats immediately, and to put a fufficjent number of men into them. 
In order to tow the yacht during the calm, that they might reach the ifland before 
them, as fnon as poflible, as withm twenty-four hours there would be a ftrong hurricane. 
Mr. Cock afked him what reafons he had to think fo; the old man replied, that on 
founding, he faw the lead in the water at a diftancc of many fathoms more than he had 
feen it before; and that therefore the water was become clear all of a fudden, which he 


looked upon as a certain fign of an impending hurricane in the fea. Mr. Cock likewife 
faw the exccflive clearnefs of the water. He therefore gave immediate orders for 
launching the boat, and towing the yacht, fo that they arrived before night in a fafe 
harbour. But before they had quite reached it the waves began to rife more and more, 
and the water was as it were boiling, though no u'ind was perceptible. In the enfuing 
night tlie hurricane came on, and raged with fuch violence, that not only many (hips 
were loft, and the roofs were torn off from the houfes, but even Mr. Cock’s yacht and 
other (hips, though they were in fafe harbours, were by the wind, and the violence of 
the fea, wafted fo far on fliore, that fcveral weeks elapfed before they could be 


got oft". 

An old Dutch (kipper faid, that he had once caught a dogfi(h in the bay of New 
York, which being cut open, had a quantity of eels in his ftomach. 

Nov. 18th. Mr. Bartram (hewed me an.earthen pot, which had Jjeen found in a 
place where the Indians formerly lived, rfl, who firft dug it out, kept greafe and fat in 
it to finear his (hoes, boots, and all forts of leather with: Mr. Bartram bought the pot 
of that man; it was yet entire and not damaged : I could perceive no glaze or colour 
upon it, but on the outfide it was very much ornamented, and upon the whole well 
made. Mr. Bartram (hewed me fevcral pieces of broken earthen veffels which the In¬ 
dians formerly made ule of. It plainly appeared in all thefe that they were not made 
of mere clay j but that different materials had been mixed with it, according to the na¬ 
ture of the places where they were made. Thofe Indians, for example, who lived 
near the fea-fhorc, pounded the (hells of fnails and mufcles, and mixed them with the 
clay. Others who lived further up in the country, where mountain cryftals could be 
found, pounded them and mixed them with their clay ; but how they proceeded in 
making the veffels, is entirely unknown: it was plain that they did not burn them much, 
for they were fo foft that they might be cut in pieces with a knife: the worknianfhip 
however Teems to have been very good; for at prefent they find whole veffels or pieces 
in the ground, which are not damaged at all, though they have lain in the ground 
above a century. Before the Europeans fettled in North America, the Indians had no 
other veffels to boil their meat in, than thefe earthen pots of their own making: but 
(ince their arrival, they have always bought pots, kettles, and other nccefiary veffels, 
of the Europeans, and take no longer the pains of making lorn?, by which means this 
at is entirely loft among them. Such vefiels of their own conftnicb'on are therefore a 
great rarity even aqjdng the Indians. I have feen fucli old pots and pieces of them, 
confiding of a kind bf lerpentine (lone, or Linnams’s talcuiB, Syft. Nat. 3. p. 52. 

Mr. Bartram likewife (hewed me little pieces pf a black (late, which is plentifully 
ound in fome parts of the river Skullkill. There are pieces to be found which are 
*>ur feet and above fquare: the colour and configuration is the fame as in the table 
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flate (fchiftus tabularis Linn.) Syft, Nat. 3. p. 37., except that this is a little thicker. 
The inhabitants of the country tnereabouts (in the neighbourhood of the Skullkill) cover 
their roofs with it; Mr. Bartram allured me, that he had feen a whole roof 
compofed of four fuch dates. The rays of the fun, heat, cold, and rain do not a£t 
upon the (lone. 

Mr. Bartram further related, that in feveral parts of the country, caves or holes were 
. to be met with, going deep into the mountains: he had been in feveral of them, and 
had often found a number of ftala&ites, Linnaeus's ftala&ites ftiilatitius, Syft. Nat. 3. 
p. 183., of different dimentions at the top: they differed-in colour, but the greateft 
curiofity was, that in fome of the caves Mr. Bartram had found ftala&ites, whofe out¬ 
ward fide was as it were wreathed from top to bottom: he had fent fome pieces of it to 
London, and had none at prefent. 

Nov. 20th. This morning I fet out in company of a friend, on a journey to Rac¬ 
coon in New Jerfey, where many Swedes live, who have their own church. We had 
three miles to go before we came to the ferry which was to bring us over the Delaware. 
The country here was very low in fome places: the plains on the banks of the river 
were overflowed at every high water or flowing of the tide, and at the ebbing they were 
left dry again. However the inhabitants of the country hereabouts made ule of this 
plain : for that purpofc they had in feveral places thrown up walls or dykes of earth 
towards the river, to prevent its overflowing the plains, which they made ufe of as 
meadows. On them the, water-beeches (platanus occidentnlis Linn.) were planted in 
great numbers on both fides the road, quite clofe together: thefe in funnier afford a 
pleafant Ihade, on account of the abundance and fize of their leaves, and make the 
road extremely delightful, as it refembles q fine fhady walk. The Delaware has nearly 
the fame breadt* here which it has near*Philaadphia. Near the place where the 
ferry is to be met with, feveral pretty houfes were built on both fides, where travellers 
might get all kinds of refrefhment. On our journey from Penfylvania to New Jerfey, 
we were brought over the Delaware in a ferry belonging to the Penfylvania-men; but 
on our return we were obliged to take the ferry belonging to the New Jerfey fide. 
As foon as we had croffed the river, we were in a different province; for the Delaware 
makes the divifion between Penfylvania and New Jerfey, fo that every thing to the weft 
of it belongs to the former, and all to the eaft, to the latter province. Both thefe pro¬ 
vinces have in moil things different laws, and their peculiar coin. 

Wc now purfued our journey further, and foon obferved that the country on this 
fide appeared very different from that on the other ; for in Penfylvania the ground 
confifts of more clay and black mould, and is very fertile ; but in New Jerfey it is more 
fandy and very poor, fo that the horfes went very deep in fand in feveral parts of the 
road. Near the place where we were brought over, and a little way along the fhore,' 
was a thick fir wood : the trees were not very high, but in their greateft vigour: be¬ 
tween them appeared now and then a low bufh of oak. But after travelling about 
three Englifh miles, the fir wood ended, and we faw no more trees of this kind till we 
came to the church in Raccoon. In all the parts of Penfylvania where I have been, 
I have found few fir woods; on the other hand, they are abundant in New Jerfey, 
and efpecially in the lower part of that province. We afterwards found all the day 
long no other trees than fuch as have deciduous leaves; moft of thefe were oaks of 
different forts, and of confitfcrable height, but they flood every where far enough afun- 
der to admit a chaife to pafs through the wood without any inconvenience, there being 
feldorn any fhrubs or underwood between the trees, to obftruft the way. In feveral 
places flowed afmall rivulet. The country was commonly plain, but fometimes formed 



KALM’a TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA. 483 

*1 

a few hills with an eafy declivity, though no high mountains appeared, and in a few 
places we {bund fome ftnall ftones not bigger than a fift. Single fann-houfes were 
fcattered in the country, and in one place only was a fmall village: the country Ufas 
yet more covered with forefts than cultivated, and we were for the greateft part always 
in a wood. 

This day and the next we palTed feveral kills, or fmall rivulets, which flowed out of 
the country into the Delaware with no great defcent nor rapidity. When the tide 
came up in the Delaware, it likewife rofe in fome of thefe rivulets a good way j for¬ 
merly they mud have fpread to a confidcrable breadth by the flowing of the tide, but« 
at prefent there were meadows on their banks, formed by throwing up ftrong dykes as 
clofe as poflible to the water, to keep it from overflowing. Such dykes were made 
along all rivers here to confine their water; therefore when the tide was higheft, the 
water in the rivers was much higher than the meadows: in the dykes were gates 
through which the water can be drawn from, or led into the meadows; they were 
fometimes placed on the outward fide of the wall, fo that the water in the meadows 
forced it open, but the river water fhut it. 

In the evening we came into the houfe of a Swede, called Peter Rambo, and wc. 
ftaid the night at his houfe. 

The pines which we had feen to-day, and which I have mentioned before, were of that 
kind which has double leaves and oblong cones, covered with aculcated fcales. The 
F.nglifh to diftinguifh it call it the Jerfey pine: commonly there were only two fpines 
or leaves in one fafcicle, as in our common Swedilh pines, but fometimes three; the 
cones had long fpines fo that they were difficult to be touched. Thefe pines look at 
a diflance wholly like the Swediffc ones, fo that ii" the cones were not regarded, they 
might eafily be taken for the fame fpeefts. Of thefe pines they mike a great quantity 
of tar, of which 1 fhall fpeak in the fequel; but as rnoft them are but fmall, they are 
good for nothing elfe^ for if they be employed as ports, or poles in the ground, they 
are in a fhort time rendered ufelefs by rotting: as foon as they are cut down the 
s worms are very greedy of them ; they foon eat through the wood, and only a few 
weeks after it is cut down ; however it is made ufe of as fuel, where no other wood is 
to be got, in feveral places they make charcoal of it, as 1 intend to mention in the 
fequel. There is another thing which deferves notice, in regard to thefe trees, and 
which feveral people befides myfelf have experienced. In the great heat of the fum- 
mer, the cattle like to /land in the {hade of thefe trees, preferably to that of the oak, 
hiccory, walnut, water-beech, and other trees of this kind, whofe foliage is very thick ; 
and when the cattle find the latter with the former, they always choofe to ftand under * 
the firs and pines, though the other trees with annual deciduous leaves could afford a 
better {hade; and if there be but a fingle pine in the wood, as many cattle from the 
herd as can ftand under it throng to it. Some people would infer from hence, that 
the refinous exhalations of thefe trees were beneficial to the cattle, and which made 
them more inclined to be near firs and pines than any other trees. 

The fpoon-tree, which never grows to a great height, wc faw this day in feveral 
places. The Swedes here have called it thus becaufe the Indians, who formerly lived 
in thefe provinces, ufed to make their fpoons and trowels of the wood of this tree. 
In my cabinet of natural curiofities I have a fpoon made of this wood by an Indian, 
who has killed many (tags and other animals on the very fpot where Philadelphia after¬ 
wards was built; for in his time that fpo&was yet covered with trees and (hrubs. The 
Engliffi call this tree a laurel, becaufe its leaves refemble thofe of the laurocerafiis. 
Dr. Linnaeus, conformable to the peculiar friendlhip and goodnefs which he has 
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always honoured me with, has been pleafed to call this tree kalmia foliis ovatis, corym- 
bis terminalibus, or kalmia latifolia. It fucceeds bed on the fide of hills, efpedaUv on 
the north fide, where a brook paffes by; therefore on meeting with fome deep places 
(on bills) towards a brook, or with a deep fide of a hill towards a marlh, you are fure 
to find the kalmia. But it frequently dands mixed among beech-trees. The higher 
the kalmias dand on the norm fide of a mountain the lefs they grow : 1 have feen 
them not only in Penfylvania and New Jcrfey, but even in New York, but there they 
are more fcarce: I never found them beyond the forty-fecond degree of north latitude, 
though I took ever fo great care to look for them: they have the quality of pre- 
ferving their fine green leaves throughout winter, fo that when all other trees have 
lod their ornaments, and datnl quite naked, thcfe chear the woods with their green 
foliage. About the month of May they begin to flower in thefe parts, and then their 
beauty rivals that of mod of the known trees in nature; the flowers are innumerable, 
and fit in great bunches. Before they open they have a fine red colour, but as they 
are expanded the fun bleaches them, fo that fome are quite white ; many preferve the 
colour of rofes. Their fliape is Angular, for they refemble a crater of the ancients : 
their feent however is none of the moll agreeable. In fome places it was cudomary to 
adorn the churches on Chriftmas-day or Newvear’s-day with the fine branches of this 
tree, which are then thick covered with leaves. 

But thefe trees are known for another remarkable quality : their leaves are poifon 
to fome animals, and food for others: experience has taught the people that when 
flieep eat of thefe leaves, they either die immediately, or fall very fick, and recover with 
great difficulty. The young and more tender flieep are killed by a fmall portion, but 
the elder ones can bear a dronger dofe. Yqt this fetod will likewife prove mortal to 
them, if they takewi much of it: the fame noxious effect it flievvs in regard to calves 
which eat too much of the leaves ; they either die, or do not recover eafily. I can 
remember, that in the autumn of the year 1748, fome calves eafof the leaves, but fell 
very fick, fwelled, foamed at the mouth, and could hardly dand ; however they were 
cured by giving them gunpowder and other medicines : the flieep arc mod expofed to 
be tempted by thefe leaves in winter ; for, after having been kept in dables for fome 
months, they are greedy of all greens, efpeciallv if the fnow dill lies upon the fields, 
and therefore the green but poifonous leaves of the kalmia are to them very tempting. 
Horfes, oxen, and cows, which have eaten them, have likewife been very ill after the 
meal, ami though none of them ever died of eating thefe leaves, yet molt people be¬ 
lieved, that if they took too great a portion of them, death would certainly be the relult; 
for it has been obferved that when thefe animals only eat fmall quantities, yet they 
differ great pains. On the other hand, the leaves of the kalmia arc the food of dags, 
when the fnow covers the ground, and hides all other provifions from them. Therefore, 
if they be fliot in winter, their bowels are found filled w'ith thefe leaves; and it is very 
extraordinary, that if thole bowels are given to dogs, they become quite dupid, and 
as it were drunk, and often fall fo fick that they feem to be at the point of death; but 
the people who have eaten the venifon have not felt the lead indifpofition. The leaves 
of the kahnia are likewife the winter food of thofe birds, which the Swedes in North 
America call hazel-hens, and which day here all winter, for when they are killed, their 
crop is found quite filled with them. 

The wood of the kalmia is very hard, and fome people on that account make the 
axis of their pullies of it. Weavers' Ihuttles«are chiefly made of it, and the weavers 
ar« of opinion, that no wood in this country is better for this purpofe; for it is compaft, 
may be made very fmooth, and does not eafily crack or burd. The joiners and turners 
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here employ it in making all kinds of work which requires thebeft wood { they chiefly 
ufe the root becaufe it is quite yellow: the wood has a very fuitable hardnefs and 
finenefs, and from the centre fpreads, as it were, fmall rays, which are at fome distance 
from each other. When the leaves of the kalmia are thrown into the fire, they make 
a crackling like fait. The chimney-fweepers make brooms in winter of the branches 
with the leaves on them, fince they cannot get others in that feafon. In the funimdr 
of the year 1750, a certain kind of worms devoured the leaves of almoft all the trees 
in Penl'ylvania j yet they did not venture to attack the leaves of the kalmia. Some ,, 
people aflerted, that when a fire happened in the woods it never went further as foon * 
as it came to the kalmias or fpoon-trees. 

• Nov. a 1 ft. The Swedes and all the other inhabitants of the country plant great 
quantities of maize, both for themfelves and for their cattle. It was aflerted that it is 
the beft food for hogs, becaufe it makes them very fat, and gives their fle(h art agreeable 
flavour, preferable to all other other meat. I have given in two diflertations upon this 
kind,of corn to the Swedifh Royal Academy of Sciences, which ftand in their Memoirs 
for 1751 and 1752. 

The wheels of the carts which arc here made ufe of, are compofed of two different 
kinds of wood. The fellies were made of what is called the Spanifh oak, and the 
fpokes of the white oak. t 

The faffafras-tree grows every where in this place. I have already obferved feveral 
particulars in regard to it, and intend to add a few more here. On throwing fome of 
the wood into the fire it caufcs a crackling as fait does. The wood is made ufe of for 
pofts belonging to the inclofures, for it is faid to laft a long time in the ground: but it 
is likewife faid, that there is h.ardly any.kind of wood which isynore attacked by 
worms than this when it is expofed to the air without cover; and*at in a flinrt time 
it is quite worm-eaten through and through. The Swedes related, that the Indians, 
who formerly inhabited thefe parts, made bowls of it. On cutting fome part of the 
fafl’afras-tree, or its {hoots, and holding it to the nofe, it has a ftrong but pleafant fmell. 
Some people peel the root, and boil the peel with the beer which they are brewing, 
becaufe they believe it wholefome; for the fame rcafon, the peel is put into brandy, 
either whilft it is diftilling, or after it is made. 

An old Swede remembered that his mother cured many people of the dropfy by a 
a decottion of the root of faffafras in water, drank every morning ; but fhe ufed, at the 
fame time, to cup the patient on the feet. The old man affured me, he had often feen 
people cured by this means, who had been brought to his mother wrapped up in , 
fheets. 

When a part of a wood is deftined for cultivation the faffafras-trees arc commonly 
left upon it, becaufe they have a very thick foliage, and afford a cool (hade to the 
cattle during the great heats. Several of the Swedes walh and feour the veffds in 
which they intend to keep cyder, beer, or brandy, with water in which the faffafras 
root or its peel has been boiled; which they think renders all thof'e liquors more 
wholefome. Some people get their bed-pofts made of faffafras wood, in order to 
expel the bugs ; for its ftrong feent, it is faid, prevents thofe vermin from fettling in 
them. For two or three years together this has the drfiml effect, or about as long 
as the wood keeps its ftrong aromatic fmell; but after that time it has been obferved to 
lofe its effeft. A joiner ihewed me a bed which he had made for himfelf, the pofts of 
which were of faffafras wood, but as it was ten or twelve years old, there were fo 
many bugs, in it that it feemed likely they would not let him fleep peaceably. Some 
Englifhmen related, that fome years ago it had been cuftotnary in London to drink a 

kind 



calm’s travels 


IK NORTH AMERICA. 


kind of tea of the flowers of faffafras, becaufe it was looked upon as very falutary; hut 
upon recollecting that the feme potion was much ufed againft the venereal ddeafe it was 
foodHeft off, left thofe that ufed it fliould be looked upon as mfefted with that difeafe. 
In Penfylvania fome people put chips of faffafras into their chefts, where they keep 
all forts of woollen fluffs, in order to expel the moths (or larvae, or caterpillars of 
moths or tinies) which commonly fettle in them in fummer. The root keeps its fmell 
for a long while: I have feen one which had lan five or fix years in the drawer of a 
table, and ftill preferred the ftrength of its fcent. 

A Swede, named Rambo, related that the Indians formerly dyed all forts of leather 

red with the bark of the chefnut oak. 

Nov. a 2d. Aoke Helm was one of the mod confiderable Swedes m this place, and 
his father came over jnto this country along with the Swedifh governor Prince; he 
was upwards of feventy years of age. This old man told us, that in his youth there 
was grafs in the woods, which grew very clofe, and was every where two feet high; 
but that it was fo much leffened at prefent that the cattle hardly find food enough, and 
that therefore four cows now give no more milk than one at that time; but the caufes 
of this alteration are eafy to find. In the younger years of old Helm, the country 
was little inhabited, and hardly the tenth part of the cattle kept which is at prefent j 
a cow had therefore as much food at that time as ten now, have. Further, mod kinds 
of grafs here are annual, and do not for feveral years together fhoot up from the fame 
root, as our Swedifh graffes: they muft fow themfelves‘every year, becaufe the lafl 
year’s plant dies away every autumn. The great numbers of cattle hinder this fowing, 
as the grafs is eaten before it can produce flowers and fruit. We need not therefore 
wonder that the gpls is fo thin on fields, hills, and-paftures in thefe provinces. This 
is likewife the reaton why travellers in New Jerfey, Penfylvania, and Maryland, find 
many difficulties, efpecially in winter, to get forwards with their own horfes, for the 
grafs in thefe provinces is not very abundant, becaufe the cattle eat it before it can 
bring feeds: but more to the north, as in Canada, are a fufficient quantity of perennial 
graffes; fo wifely has the Creator regulated every thing. _ The cold parts of the earth 
naturally bring forth a more durable grafs, becaufe the inhabitants want more hay to 
feed their cattle with, on account of the length of the winter. The fouthern provinces 
again have lefs perennial grafs, as the cattle may be in the fields all the winter. How¬ 
ever careful ceconomifts have got feeds of perennial graffes from England, and other 
European ftates, and fowed it in their meadows, where they feem to thrive exceed¬ 
ingly well. 

The perfimon (diofpyros Virginiana) was pretty common here: I have already men¬ 
tioned it before, but I intend now to add fome more particulars. Some of its fruits 
began to ripen and to become fit for eating about this time, for they always ripen very 
late in autumn, and then the people cat them like other* fruit: they are very fweet and 
glutinous, yet have a little aftringency : I frequently ufed to eat a great quantity of 
them, without feeling thte leaft inconvenience. From the perfimon feveral Englifhmcn 
and Swedes brew a very palatable liquor in the following manner. As foon as the 
fruit is ripe, a fufficient quantity is gathered, which is very eafy, as each tree is well 
flocked with them. Thefe perfimon apples are put into a dough of wheat or other 
flour, formed into cakes, and put into an oven, in which they continue till they are 
quite baked, and fufficiently dry, when they are taken out again : then, in order to 
brew the liquor, a pot full of water is put on the fire, and fome of the cakes are put 
in: thefe become foft by degrees as the watel* grows warm, and crumble in pieces at 
lift; the pot is then taken Irom the fire, and the water in it well ftirred about, that 
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the cakes may mix with it: this is then poured into another veffel, and they continue 
to fteep and break as many cakes as are neceffary for a brewing r the malt is then 
infufed, and they proceed as ufual with the brewing. Beer thus prepared is reckoned 
much preferable to other beer. They likewife make brandy of this fruit in the follow¬ 
ing manner; having colle&ed a fufficient quantity of perfimons in autumn, they are all 
together put into a veffel, where they lie for a week till they are quite foft: then thev 
pour water on them, and in that date they are left to ferment of themfelves, without 
promoting the fermentation by any addition. The brandy is then made in the common 
way, and is faid to be very good, efpecially if grapes (in particular of the fweet fort) , 
which are wild in the woods, be mixed with the perfimon fruit. Some perfimons are 
ripe at the end of September, but moft of them later, and fome not before November 
and December, when the cold firft overcomes their acrimony. The wood of this tree is 
very good for joiners’ inftruments, fuch as planes, handles to^hiffels, &c., but if after 
being cut down, it lies expofed to fimfhine and rain, it is the firft wood which rots, and 
in a year’s time there is nothing left but what is ufelefs. When the perfimon trees get 
once into a field they are not eafilygot out of it again as they fpread fo much. I was 
told, that if you cut off a branch, and put it into the ground, it ftrikes root; but in 
very ftrong winters thefe trees often die by froft, and they, together with the peach- 
trees, bear cold the leaft of any. 

Nov. 23d. Several kinds of gourds and melons are cultivated here: they have 
partly been originally cultivated by the Indians, and partly brought over by Europeans. 
Of the gourds there was a kind which were crooked at’the end, and oblong in general, 
and therefore they were called crooked necks (crocknacks); they keep almoft all 
winter. There is yet another fpecies of gourds which have the fame quality : others 
again are cut in pieces or flips,' drawn’upon thread, and dried; jgfiey keep all the year 
long, and are then boiled or ftewed. All forts of gourds are prepared for eating in 
different manners, as is likewife cuftomary in Sweden. Many farmers have a whole 
field of gourds. 

Squafhes are a kind of gourds, which the Europeans got from the Indians, and I 
have already mentioned them before. They are eaten boiled, either with flefh or by 
themfelves. In the firft cafe, they are put on the edge of the difh round the meat, 
they require little care, for into whatever ground they are fown, they grow in it and 
fucceed well. If the feed is put into the fields in autumn it brings fquafhes next fpring, 
though during winter it has luffered from froft, fnow, and wet. 

'l’he calibafhes are likewife gourds, which are planted in quantities by the Swedes 
and other inhabitants, but they are not fit for eating, and are made ufe of for making 
all forts of veflels; they are more tender than the fquafhes, for they do not always 
ripen here, and only when the weather is very warm. In order to make veffels of 
them, they are firft dried well; the feeds, together with the pulpy and fpungy matter 
in which they lie, are afterwards taken out and thrown away; the fhclls are feraped 
very clean within, and then great fpoons or ladles, funnels, bowls, difhes, and the 
like, may be made of them : they are particularly fit for keeping feeds of plants in, 
which are to be fent over fea, for they keep their power of vegetating much longer, 
if they be put in calibafhes, than by any other means. Some people ferape the outfidc 
of the calibafhes before they are opened, dry them afterwards, and then clean them 
within; this makes them as hard as bones: they are fometimes wafhed, fo that they 
always keep their white colour. 

Moft of the farmers in this country fow buck-wheat in the middle of July: it muft 
not be fown later, for in that cafe the froft ruins it} but if it be fown before Jdly, it 
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flowers aH the fbmmer long, but the flowers drop, and no feed is -generated. Some 
people' plough the ground twice where they intend to fow buck-wheat; others plough 
it only once, about two weeks before they fow it. As foon as it is fown the field is 
harrowed. It has been found by experience, that in a wet year buck-wheat has been 
moft likely to fucceed :• it Hands on the fields till the froft comes on. When the crop 
is favourable, they get twenty, thirty, and even forty bufhels from one. The Swedifh 
churchwarden RagniKon, in whofe houfe we were at this time, had got fuch a crop : 
they make buck-wheat cakes and pudding. The cakes are commonly made in the 
v .morning, and are baked in a frying-pan, or on a ftone: are buttered and then eaten 
with tea or coffee, inftead of toafted bread with butter, or toaft, which the Englifh 
commonly eat at breakfaft. The buck-wheat cakes are very good, and are likewife 
ufual at Philadelphia and in other Englifh colonies, efpecially in winter. Buck-wheat 
is an excellent food for ,/owls ; they eat it greedily, and lay more eggs than they do 
with other food ; hogs are likewife fattened with it. Buck-wheat ftraw is of no ufe ; 
it is therefore left upon the field, in the places where it has been thrafhed, or it 
is fcattered in t,he orchards, in order to ferve as a manure by putrifying. Neither 
cattle nor any other animal will eat of it, except in the greateft neceffity, when the 
fnow covers the ground, and nothing elfe is to be met with. But though buck¬ 
wheat is fo common in the Englifh colonies, yet the French had no right notion of it 
in Canada, and it was never cultivated among them. ‘ 

Towards night we found fome glow-worms in the wood : their body was linear, 
confifling of eleven articulations, a little pointed before and behind ; the length from 
head to tail was five and a half geometrical lines; the colour was brown, and the 
articulations joined in the fame manner as In the onifei or woodlice. '/he antennae, 
or feel-horns, were fhort and filiform, or thread-fhapedand the feet were faftened 
to the foremoft articulations of the body: when the infecl creeps, its hindmofl 
articulations are dragged on the ground, and help its motion. The extremity of the 
tail contains a matter which fhines in the dark, with a green light: the infecl could 
draw it in, fo that it was not vifible. It had rained confiderably all day, yet they 
crept in great numbers among the bufhes, fo that the ground feemed as it were /own 
with ftars. I fhall in the fequel have occafion to mention another kind of infetts or 
flies which fhine in the dark, when flying in the air. 

Nov. 24th. Holly, or ilex aquifolium, grows in wet places, fcattered in the foreft, 
and belongs to the rare trees: its leaves are green both in fumtner and in winter. 
The Swedes dry its leaves, bruife them in a mortar, boil them in finall beer, and take 
them again ft the pleurify. 

Red is dyed with Brazil wood, and likewife with a kind of mofs, which grows on the 
trees here; blue is dyed with indigo; but to get a black colour, the leaves of the 
common field forrel (rumex acetolella) are boiled with the fluff to be dyed, which is 
then dried, and boiled again with logwood and copperas: the black colour thus pro¬ 
duced is faid to be very durable. , The people fpiq and weave a great part of their 
every day’s apparel, and dye them in their houfes. Flax is cultivated by many people, 
and lucceeds very well, but the ufe of hemp is not very common. 

Rye, wheat, and buck-wheat are cut with the fickle, but oats are mown with a 
feythe. The fickles which are here made ufe of are long and narrow, and their {harp 
.cages have clofe teeth on the inner fide. The field lies fallow during a year, and in 
that time the cattle may graze on it. 

AH the inhabitants of this place, from the higheft to the Joweft, have each their 
orchard, which is greater or lefs according to their wealth. The trees in it arc chiefly 
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peach trees, apple trees, and cherry trees: compare with this what I have already faid 
upon this fubjeft before. 

A little before noon we left this place, and continued our journey, pad; the Swedifii 
church in Raccoon, to Peils groves. The country on the fides of this road is very 
Tandy in many places, and pretty'ncar level. Here and there appear Angle farms, 
yet they are very fcarce; and large extcnfive pieces of ground are ftill covered with 
forefls, which chiefly confift of feveral fpccics of oak and hiccory. However, we 
could go with eafe through thefe woods, as there are few bullies (or under-wood) , 
and ftones to be met with. It was not only eafy to ride in every part Of the wood 
on horfeback, but even in moll places there was fufficient room for a fmall coach 
or a cart. 

Nov. 125th. During my Hay at Raccoon, at this time and all the enfuing winter, I 
endeavoured to get the moll information from the old Swedes Mating to the incrOafe 
of land, and the decreafe of water in thefe parts ; I fliall therefore infert the anfwers 
here, which 1 have received to my queftions. They arc as I got them ; and I fliall 
only throw in a few' remarks which may ferve to explain things: the reader therefore 
is left at liberty to draw his own inferences and conclulions. 

One of the Swedes called King, who was above fifty years of age, was convinced 
that about this time the little lakes, brooks, lprings, and rivers, had much lefs water 
than they had when he was a boy. He could mention feveral lakes on which the 
people went in large boats in his youth, and had fufficigit water even in the hotteft 
lunnncrs; but now' they were either entirely dried up, or for the greateft part; and 
in the latter cafe, all the water was loft in fumnicr. He had himfelf feen the fifli 
dying in them; and he was apt tty believe that at this time it did not rain fo much in 
fummer as it did when he was young. One of his relations, who lived about eight 
miles from the river- Delaware, on a hill near a rivulet, had got a well dug in his court 
yard: at the depth of forty feet they found a quantity of fliclls of oyfters and 
amides, and likewil’e a great quantity of reed and pieces of broken branches. I 
alked to what caufesthcy aferibed what they had difeovered, end I w'as anfwered, that 
fome people believed thefe things had lain there ever fince the deluge, and others, that 
the ground incrcafed. 

Peter Rambo, a man who was near fixty years of age, allured me, that in feveral 
places at Raccoon, where wells had been dug, or any other work carried deep into the 
ground, he had feen great quantities of mulcle Ihells and other marine animals. On 
digging wells, the people have fometitnes met with logs of wood at the depth of twenty 
feet, foine of which were petrified, and others as it were burnt. They once found a 
great fpoon in the ground at this depth. Query, Is it not probable, that the burnt 
wood which has been thus dug up was only blackened by a fubterraneous mineral 
vapour ? People however have concluded from this, that America has had inhabitants 
before the deluge. This man (Peter Rambo),further told me, that bricks had been 
found deep in the groupd; but may not the brick-coloured clay (of which the ground 
here chiefly confifts, and which is a mixture of clay and fand) in a hard ftate have had 
the appearance of bricks ? 1 have feen fuch hardened clay, which at firft fight is eafily 
miftaken for brick. He likewife afferted, that the water in rivers was ftill as high as it 
ul’ed to be, as for back as memory could reach; but little lakes, ponds, and waters in 
marlhes are vifibly decreafed, and many of them dried up. 

MaonsKeen, a Swede, above feventy years old, afferted, that, on digging a well, 
he had feen, at the depth of forty feet, a great piece of chefnut'wood, togetfife with’ 
roots and tialks of reed, and a clayey earth like that which commonly covers the 
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{bores of fait-water bays and coves. This clay had a fimilar fmell and a faTine tafte. 
Maons Keen, and feveral other people, inferred from hence, that the whole country, 
where-Raccoon and Penn's neck are fituated, was anciently quite overflowed by the 
fea. They likewife knew, that, at a great depth in the ground, fuch a trowel as the 
Indians make ufe of, had been found. 

Sven Lock, and William Cobb, both above fifty years of age, agreed, that in many 
places hereabouts, where wells had been dug, they had feen a great quantity of reed, 

■ moftly rotten, at the depth of twenty or thirty feet and upwards. 

As Cobb made a well for himfelf, the workmen, after digging twenty feet deep, 
came upon fo thick a branch that th^y could not get forwards till it was cut in two 
places; the wood was ftill very hard. It is very common to find, near the furface of 
the earth, quantities of all forts of leaves not quite putrified. On making a dyke 
fome years ago, along the river on which the church at Raccoon {lands; and for that 
purpoie cutting through a bank, it was found quite full of oyfter {hells, though this 
place is above a hundred and twenty Englilh miles from the nearefl fea fhore. Thefe 
men, and all the inhabitants of Raccoon, concluded from this circumftance (of their 
own accord, and without being led to the thought) that this trail of land was a part 
of the fea many centuries ago. They likewife afferted, that many little lakes, which in 
their youth were full of water, even jn thchotteft feafon, now hardly formed a narrow 
brook in fummer, except after heavy rains j but it did not appear to them that the 
rivers had loft any water. • 

Aoke Helm found (on digging a well) firft fand and little ftones, to the depth of 
eight feet; next a pale-coloured clay, and then a black one. At the depth of fifteen 
feet he found a piece of hard wood, and feveral pieces of mundick or pyrites. He 
told me, that he knew feveral places in the Delaware, where the people went in boats 
when he was young, but which at prefent were changed into little iflands, fome of 
which were near an Englifli mile in length. Thefe iflands derive their origin from a 
fand or bank in the river; on this the water walhes fome clay, in which rufhes come 
up, and thus the reft is generated by degrees. 

On a meeting of the oldeft Swedes in the parifh of Raccoon, I obtained the fol¬ 
lowing anfwers to the queftions which I afked them on this account. Whenever they 
dig a well in this neighbourhood, they always find, at the depth of twenty or thirty 
feet, great numbers of oyfter {hells and clams: the latter are, as was above-men¬ 
tioned, a kind of large {hells, which are found in bays, and of which the Indians 
make their money. In many places, on digging wells, a quantity of rufhes and reeds 
have been found almoft wholly undamaged; and once on fuch an occafion a whole 
bundle of flax was brought up, found between twenty and thirty feet under ground r 
it feemed as little damaged as if it had been lately put under ground : all leaked at 
it with aftoniflnnent, as it was beyond conception how it could get there; but I be¬ 
lieve the good people faw fome American plants, fuch as the wild Virginian flax, or 
linum Virginianum, and the antirrhinum Caiadenfe, which took very like common 
flax; yet it is remarkable that the bundle was really tied together. The Europeans, 
on their arrival in America, found our common flax neither growing wild nor cul¬ 
tivated by the Indians, how then could this bundle get into the ground ? Can it be 
fuppofed, that paft ages have feen a nation here, fo early acquainted with the ufe of 
flax ? I would rather abide by the opinion, that the above American plants, or other 
( iimila§ones, have been taken for flax. Charcoal Wl fire-bnuids have often been 
'found under ground. The Swediih church-warden, Eric Ragnilfon, told me that he 
bad feen a quantity of them, which had been brought up at the digging of a well: 
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on fuch occafions ' people have often found (at the depth of between twenty and 
fifty feet) great branches and blocks. There were fome fpots where, twenty feet 
tinder the furface of the earth, the people had found fuch trowels as the Indians 
ufe: from thefe obfervations they all concluded, that this trad of land had formerly 
been the bottom of the fea. It is to be obferved, that molt of the wells which have 
hitherto been made, have been dug in new fettlements, where the wood was yet 
Handing, and^ had probably ftood for centuries together. From the obfervations 
which have hitherto been mentioned, and to which I ihall add fimilar ones in the 
fequel, we may, with a confiderable degree of certainty, conclude that a great part* 
of the province of New Jerfey, in ages unknown to pofterity, was part of the bot¬ 
tom of the fea, and was afterwards formed by the flime and mud, and the many 
other things which the river Delaware carries down along with it, from the upper 
parts of the country: however. Cape May feems to give fome occafion for doubts, 
of which I ihall fpeak in the fequel. 

Nov. 27th. The American evergreens are, 


1. Ilex aquifolium, holly. 

2. Kalmia latifolia, the ipoon tree. 

3. Kalmia anguftifolia, another fpccies of it. 

4. Magnolia glauca, ths beaver tree. The young trees of this kind only keep 
their leaves, the others drop them. 

5. Vifcutn album, or mifletoe: this commonly grows* upon the nyfla aquatica, or 
tupelo tree, upon the liquidambar ftyraciflua, or fweet gum tree, the oak and lime 
tree, fo that their whole fummits were frequently quite green in winter. 

6 . Myrica cerifera, or the*cahdleberry tree: of this however only fome of the 
youngeft ihrubs preferve fome leaves, but moft of them had already loft them. 

7. Pinus abies, the pine. 

8. Pinus fylveftris, the fir. 

9. Cupreffus thyoides, the white cedar. 

10. Juniper us Virginiana, the red cedar. 

Several oaks and other trees dropt their leaves here in winter, which however keep 
them evergreen, a little more to the fouth, and in Carolina. 

Nov. 30th. It has been obferved, that the Europeans in North America, whether 
they were born in Sweden, England, Germany, or Holland; or in North America, 
of European parents, always loft their teeth much fooner than common: the women , 
efpecially were fubjeft to this difagreeable circumftance: the men did not fuffer fo 
much from it. Girls, not above twenty years old, frequently had loft half of their 
teeth,* without any hopes of getting new ones. I have attempted to penetrate into 
the caufes of this early ihedding of the teeth, but I know not whether I have hit 
upon a true one. Many people were of opinion that the air of this country hurt 
the teeth: fo much is certain, that 4|b weather can no where be fubjeft to more 
frequent and fudden changes; for the end of a hot day often turns out.piercing cold, 
ana vice verfa. Yet this change of weather cannot be looked upon as having any 
effeft upon the ihedding of the teeth, for the Indians prove the contrary: they live 
in the fame air, and always keep fine, entire white teeth: this I have feen myfelf, 
and have been afiured of by every body: others aferibe it to the great quantities of 
fruit and fweetmeats which are*here eaten. But I have known many people who 
never eat any fruit, and nevcrthelefs had hardly a tooth left. 

3 r 2 I then 
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I then began to fufpefl the tea, which is drank here in the morning and afternoon, 
efpecialiy by women, and is fo common at prefent, that there is hardly a farmer’s wife, 
or a poor woman, who does ribt drink tea in the morning: I was confirmed in this 
opinion, when I took a journey through fome parts of the country which were (till in¬ 
habited by Indians. For Major General Jolmfon told me at that time, that feveral of 
the Indians, who lived clofe to the European fettlcments, had learnt to drink tea. And 
it has been obferved, that fuch of the Indian women, as ufed themfelves too much to 
this liquor, had, in the fame manner as the European women, loft their teeth premature- 
ly, though they had formerly been quite found. Thofe again, who had not ufed tea, 
preferved their teeth ftrong and found to a great age. 

1 afterwards found, that the ufe of lea could not entirely caufc this accident. 
Several young women, who lived in this country, but were born in Europe, complained 
that they loft molt of their teeth after they came to America: I alked, whether they did 
not think that it arofe from the frequent ufe of tea, as it was known that ftrong tea, as 
it were, enters into and corrodes the teeth; but they anfwered, that they had loll their 
teeth before they had began to drink tea; but, continuing my enquiries, I found at laft 
a fufficient caufe to account for the lofs of their teeth : each of thefe women owned, 
that they were accuftomed to eat every thing hot, and nothing was good, in their 
opinion, unlefs they could eat it as fait as it came from the fire. This is likewife the 
cafe with the women in the country, who lofe their teeth much fooncr and more abun¬ 
dantly than the men. They drink tea in greater quantity, and much oftener, in the 
morning, and even at noon, when the employment of the men will not allow them to 
fit at the tea-table. Bcfides that, the Engltlhmen care very little for tea, and a bowl of 
punch is much more agreeable to them. WJien the Engliih Women drink tea, they 
never pour it out of the cup into the faucer, hut drink it hot as it is out of the former. 
The Indian women, in imitation of them, fwallow the tea in the fame manner. On the 
contrary, thofe Indians, uhefe teeth arc found, never eat any thing hot, but take their 
meat either quite cold, or only juft milk warm. 

I afkcd the Swcdifh church-warden in Philadelphia, Mr. Bengtfon, and a number of 
old Swedes, whether their parents and countrymen had 'likewife loft their teeth as foon 
as the American colonifls; but they told me that they had preferved them to a very 
great age. Bengtfon allured me, that his father, at the age of fm nly, cracked peach 
itonesand the black walnuts with his teeth, notwithHanding their great hardnefs, which 
at this time no body dares to venture at that age. This confirms what I have before 
laid, for at that time the ufe of tea was not yet known in North America. 

No difeafe is more common here, than that which the Engliih call lever and ague, 
which is fometimes quotidian, tertian, or quartan. But it often happens, that a perfon 
who has had a tertian ague, after lofmg it for a week or two, gets a quotidian nfcue in 
its ftead, which after a while again changes into a tertian. The fever commonly 
attacks the people at the end of Auguft, or beginning of September, and confmonly 
continues during autumn and winter, till towar^pjfpring, when it ceafes entirely. 

Strangers who arrive here commonly are attacked by this ficknefs the Aril or fecond 
year after their arrival; and it is more violent upon them than upon the natives, fo 
that they fometimes die of it; but if they efcape the firft time, they have the advantage 
of not being vilh^ggain the next year, or perhaps never any more. It is commonly 
faid here, that ftri.,jjjers get the fever to accuftom them to the climate. The natives of 
European offspring .-lave annual fits of this ague in ftfcnc parts of the country: fome, 
htwever, are foon delivered from it; with others, on the contrary, it continues for fix 
months together, and others are affli&ed with it till they die. The Indians alfo i’uffcr 
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It, but not fo violently as the Europeans. No age is fecured againft it: in thofe places 
where it rages annually, you fee old men and women attacked with it; and even 
children in the cradle l'ometimes not above three weeks old : it is likewilie quotidian, 
tertian, or quartan, with them. This autumn the ague was more violent here than it 
commonly ufed to be. People who are afflicted with it look as pale as death, and are 
greatly weakened, but in general are not prevented from doing their work in the inter¬ 
vals. It is remarkable, that every year there are great parts of the country where this 
fever rages, and others where fcarce a Angle perfon has been taken ill. It likewife i% 
worth notice, that there are places where the people cannot remember that it formerly 
prevailed in their country, though at prefent it begins to grow more common: yet 
there was no other vifible difference between the feveral places. All the old Swedes, 
Englifhmen, Germans, &c. unanimoufly afferted, that the fever had never been fo violent, 
and of fucli continuance, when they were boys, as it is at prefent. They were liketfife 
generally of opinion, that about the year 1680, there were not fo many people affli&ed 
with it as about this time. However, others equally old were of opinion, that the fever 
was proportionably as common formerly as it is at prefent; but that it could not at that 
time be fo fenfibly perceived, on account of the fcarcity of inhabitants, and the great 
diftancc of their fettlements from each other; it is therefore probable that the effects of 
the fever have at all times jbeen equal. 

It would be difficult to determine the true caufes of this difeafe: they feem to be 
numerous, and not always alike: l'ometimes, and I believe commonly, feveral of them 
unite. 1 have taken all poffible care to found the opinions of the phyftcians here on 
that head, and I here offer them to the reader. 

Some of them think that ,thc» peculiar qualities of the air of this country caufe this 1 
fever; but molt of them aflert, that it is generated by the ftanding and putrid water, 
which it feenis is confirmed by experience. For it has been obferved in this country, 
that fuch people as live in the neighbourhood of inoraffes or fwamps, or in places 
where a ffagnant, (linking water is to be met with, are commonly infelled with the 
fever and ague every year, and get it more readily than others. And this chiefly hap¬ 
pens at a time of the year when thofe ffagnant waters are moft evaporated by the ex- 
ccflivc heat of the fun, and the air is filled with the moft noxious vapours. The fever 
likewife is very violent in all places which have a very low fituation, and where fait 
water comes up with the tide twice in twenty-four hours, and unites with the ffagnant 
frefh water in the country. Therefore on travelling in fumtner over fuch low places 
where frefh and fait water unite, the naufeous ftench ariffmg from thence often forces, 
the traveller to flop his nofe. On that account moft of the inhabitants of Penn’s Neck, 
and Salem in - New Jerfey, where the ground has the above-mentioned quality, are an¬ 
nually itifefled with the fever to a much greater degree than the inhabitants of the 
higher country. If an inhabitant of the higher part of the country, where the people 
are free from the fever, removes into the lower parts, he may be well aflured that the 
fever will attack him at the ufual timt, and that he will get it again every year, as long 
as he continues in that country. People of the livelieft complexion, on coming into the 
low parts of the country, and continuing there lor fome time, have entirely loft their 
colour and become quite pale. However, this cannot be the foie caufe of the fever, as 
I have been in feveral parts of the country which had a low fituation, and had ffagnant 
waters near them, where the people declared they feidom 1 uftered from this ficknefs; 
but thefe places were about tWb or three degrees more northerly. 

Others were of opinion that diet did very much contribute towards it, and chiefly 
laid the blame upon the inconfidcrate and intemperate confumption of fruit. This is 

particularly 
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particularly the crfe with the Europeans who come into America, ana are not tiled to 
its climate and its fruit; for thofe who are born here can bear more, yet,are not en¬ 
tirely free from the bad effedts of eating too much. I have heard many Englifhmen, 
Germans, and others, fpeak from their own experience on this account; they owned, 
that they had often tried, and were certain that after eating a water melon once or twice 
before they had breakfafted they would have the fever and ague in a few days after. 
Yet it is remarkable that the French in Canada told me that fevers were lefs common 
jn that country, though they confumed as many water melons as the Englifh colonies, 
and that it had never been obferved that they occafioncd a fever j but that on coming in 
the hot feafon to the Illinois, an Indian nation which is nearly in the fame latitude with 
Fenfylvania and New Jerfey, they could not eat a water melon without feeling the fhak- 
ing fits of an ague, and that the Indians therefore warned them not to eat of fo danger¬ 
ous £ fruit. Query, Docs not this lead us to think that the greater heat in Fenfylvania, 
and the country of the Illinois, which are both five or fix degrees more foutherly than 
Canada, makes fruit in forne meafure more dangerous ? In the Englifh North Ameri¬ 
can colonies, every countryman plants a number of water melons, which are eaten 
•whilft the people make hay, or during the harvefl, when they have nothing upon their 
flomachs, in order to cool them during the great heat, as that juicy fruit feems very 
proper to give refrefliment. In the fame manner melons, cucumbers, gourds, fquafhes, 
mulberries, apples, peaches, cherries, and fuch like fruit are eaten here in fummer, and 
all together contribute to the attacks of the ague. 

But that the manner of living contributes greatly towards it, may be concluded from 
the unanimous accounts of old people concerning the times of their childhood; ac¬ 
cording to which the inhabitants of thefj parts were at that time not fubjedl to fo many 
difeafes as they are at prefent, and people were feldom fick. All the old Swedes like- 
wife agreed, that their countrymen, who firfl came into North America, attained to a 
great age, and their children nearly to the fame; but that their grand children, and 
great grand children did not reach the age of their anceftors, and their health was not 
near fo vigorous and durable. But the Swedes who firfl fettled in America lived very 
frugallythey were poor, and could not buy rum, brandy, or other ftrong liquors, 
which they feldom diftilled themfelves, as few of them had adiftilling veffel. However 
they fometimes had a good flrong beer. They did not underftand the art of making 
cyder, which is now fo common in the country : tea, coffee, chocolate, which are at pre¬ 
fent even the country people’s daily breakfaft, were wholly unknown to them: moft of 
. them had never tailed fugar or punch. The tea which is now drank is either very old 
' or mixed with all forts of herbs, fo that it no longer deferves the name of tea: therefore 
it cannot have any good effedl upon thofe who ufe it plentifully; befides, it cannqjt fail 
of relaxing the bowels, as it is drank both in the morning and in the afternoon quite 
boiling hot. The Indians, the offspring of the firfl inhabitants of this country, are a 
proof of what I have faid. It is well known that their anceftors, at the time of the firfl 
arrival of the Europeans, lived to a very great age. According to the common ac¬ 
counts, it was then not uncommon to find people among the Indians, who were above a 
hundred years old: they lived frugally, and drank pure water: brandy, rum, wine, 
and all the other ftrong liquors, were utterly unknown to them; but fince the Chriflians 
have taught them to drink thefe liquors, and the Indians have found them too palatable, 
thofe who cannot refill their appetites hardly reach half the age of their parents. , 

Laftly, fome people pretended that the lofs of many odoriferous plants, with which 
th« woods were filled at the arrival of the Europeans, but which the cattle have now ex¬ 
tirpated, might be looked upon as a caufe of the greater progrefs of the fever at prefent. 

4 The 
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The number of thole ftrong plants occafioned a pleafant fcent to rife in the woods every 
morningand evening. It is therefore not unreafonable to think that the noxioyfnefc 
of the effluvia from putrifying fubftances was then prevented, fo that they were not fo 
dangerous to the inhabitants. 

Several remedies are employed againft this difeafe: the jefuit’s bark was formerly 
a certain one, but at prefent it has not always this effect, though they fell it genuine, 
and for the very beft. Many people accufed it of leaving fomething noxious in the 
body. Yet it was commonly obferved, that when the bark was good, and it was 
taken as foon as the fever made its appearance, and before the body was weakened/ 
it was almoft fure to conquer the fever, fo that the cold fits never returned, and no 
pain or fliffnefs remained in the limbs ; but when the difeafe is rooted in, and has 
eonfiderably weakened the patients, or they are naturally very weak, the fever leaves 
them after ufing the iefuit’s bark, but returns again in a fortnight’s time, and obliges 
them to take the bark again; but the confequence frequently is a pain and a fliffnefs 
in their limbs, and fometimes in their bowels, which almoft hinders them from walk* 
ing: this pain continues for feveral years together, and even accompanies fome to the 
grave. This bad effe£t is partly attributed to the bark, which can feldom be got ge* 
nuine here, and partly to the little care which the patients take in ufing the bark. A 
man of my acquaintance was particularly dexterous in expelling the ague by the ufe 
of the .jefuit’s bark. His-»manner of proceeding was as follows: when it was pofflblc, 
the patient mull ufe the remedy as foon as the fever begun, and before it was fettled 
in his body ; but before he took the medicine he was*to take a diaphoretic remedy, 
as that had been found very falutary; and as the fever is frequently of fuch a nature 
here as not to make the patient fweat, even when the hot fit is upon him, a per- 
fpiration was to be brought* about by*fome other means. To that purpofe the pa¬ 
tient took his dofe on the day when he had his cold fit, and was not allowed to eat 
any thing at night. The next morning he continued in a warm bed, drank a quan¬ 
tity of tea, and was well covered, that he might perfpire plentifully. He continued 
fo till the perfpiration ceafed, and then left the bed in a hot room, and wafhed his 
body with milk-warm water, in order to cleanfe it from the impurities that fettled on 
it from the perfpiration, and to prevent their flopping up of the pores. The patient 
was then dried again, and at lad he took the bark feveral times in one day* This 
was repeated twice or thrice on the days after he had the ague, and it commonly left 
him without returning, and mod people recover fo well that they do not look p al e 
after their ficknefs. 

The bark of the root of the tulip tree, or liriodendron tulipifera, taken in the fame*, 
manner as the jefuit’s bark, fometimes had a fimilar effeft. 

Several people peeled the roots of the cornus florida, or dog-wood, and gave this' 
peel, to patients; and even fome people, who could not be cured by the jefuit’s bark, 
nave recovered by the help of this. I have likewife feen people cured of the fever 
by taking brimdone reduced to powder, and mixed with fugar, every night before 
they went to bed, and every morning before they got up: they took it three or four 
times in the intervals, and at each time drank fome warm liquor, to wafh ihe 
powder down. However, others that tried the fame remedy did not find much relief 
from it. 

Some people collected the yellow bark of the peach tree, efpecially that which is 
on the root, and boiled it in water, till half of it was evaporated by boiling. Of this 
decoflion the patient took every morning about a wine glafs full before he had eaten 
any thing. This liquor has a difagreeable taftc, and contracts the mouth and tongue 
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like alum; yet feveral perfonsatRaccoon, who had tried many remedies itf vain, 
were cured by this. * 

• Others boiled the leaves of the potentilla reptans, or of the potentilla canadenfis, 
in water, and made the patients drink it before the ague fit came on, and it is-well 
known that feveral perfons have recovered by this means. 

The people who are fettled upon the river Mohawk in New York, both Indians 
and Europeans, collect the root of the geum rivale, and pound it. This powder ' 
fome of them boil in water till it is a pretty ftrong decoftion: others only infufe cold 
\vater on it and leave it lb for a day ; others mix it with brandy.. Of this medicine 
the patient .is to take a wine glafs full on the morning of the day when the fever does 
not come, before he has eaten any thing. 1 was affured that this was one of the 
fureft remedies, and more certain than the jefuit’s bark. 

The people who live near the iron mines declared .that they were feldom or never 
vifited by the fever and ague; but when they have the fever they drink the water 
of fuch fountains as arife from the iron mines, and have a ftrong chalybeat tafte; 
and they affiircd me that this remedy was infallible. Other people therefore who 
did net live very far from fuch fprings, went to them for a few days, when they had 
the fever, in order to drink the water, which commonly cured them. 

I have already fhevvn above, that fage mixed with lemon juice has been found very 
falutary againft the ague. r 

It was however univerfally remarkable, that that which cures one perfon of it has 
no effect upon another. * 1 

The pleurify is likewife a difeafe which the people of this country are much fub- 
jeft to. The Swedes in this province call it flitches and burning, and they always 
mean the pleurify whenever they mention fhofe words. Many of the’ old Swedes 
told me that they had heard very little of it when they were young, and that their 
parents had known ftiil Ids of it. in their childhood ; but that it was id common now 
that many people died every year of it: yet it has been obferved, that in fome years 
this difeafe has been very moderate, and taken few people away with it, whilft in 
other years it makes great havock: it likewife is more violent in fome places than ill 
others. 

In the autumn of the year 1728, it fwept away many at Penn’s Neck, a place 
below Raccoon, and nearer to the Delaware, where a number of Swedes are fettled. 
Almoft all the Swedes there died of it, though they were very numerous. From 
hence it happened that their children who were left in a very tender age, and grew 
**up among the Englifli children, forgot their mother tongue, fo that few of them 
underftand it at prefent. Since that time, though the pleurify has every year killed 
a few people at Penn’s Neck, yet it has not carried off any confiderable numbers. 
It relied as it were till the autumn of the year 1748, but then it began to make dread¬ 
ful havock, and every week fix or ten of the old people died. The difeafe was fo 
violent, that when it attacked a perfon, he feldom lived above two or three days; 
ajjid of thofe who were taken ill with it very few recovered. When the pleurify was 
got into a houfe it killed moft of the old people in it: it was a true pleurify, but it 
had a peculiarity with it, for it commonly began with a great fwelling under the throat 
and in the neck, and with a difficulty of fwallowing. Some people looked upon it as 
contagious, and others ferioufly declared, that when it came into a family, not only 
thofe who lived in the fame houfe fuffered from it, but even fuch relations as lived 
far, off. There have been feveral people at Penn’s Neck, who, without vifiting their 
iick friends, have got the pleurify and died of it. I do not difpute the truth of this, 

though 
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li, j^hig^ ido nta ^^ to the conclufion. ‘Thepleurifywas the moft violent in No¬ 
vember; yet fome old people died of it evpn in the next winter; but children were 
‘ pretty free from it. Tne phyficians did not know what to make of it, nor how to re¬ 
medy it. 

It is difficult to determine the caufes of fuch violent difeafes. An old English 
.. furgeon who lived here gave the following reafon. The inhabitants of this country 
drink great quantities of punch and other flrong liquors in fummer, when it is very 
hot; by .that means the veins in the diaphragm contratt, and the blood grows thick. 
Towards the end of Ottober and the beginning* of November, the weather is apt to' 
alter very fuddcnly, fo that heat and cold change feveral times a day. When the 
.people during this changeable weather are in the open air, they commonly get this 
difeafe. It is likewife certain that the air is more unwholefome one year than ano- 
ther, which depends upon the heat and other circumftances: this peculiar quality 
of the air mull of courfe produce a pleurify. It is remarkable, that both in the year 
1728, and in the prefent, when fo many people died at Penn’s Neck, few died at 
Raccoon, though the two places are near each other, and feem to have the fame foil 
and climate, But there is this difference, that Penn’s Neck lies remarkably low, and 
Raccoon pretty high. The people in the former place have fettled between marlhes 
and fwamps, in which the water ftagnates and putrifies; and mod of thefe places are 
covered with trees, by which means the wet is fhut up ftill more, and near fuch 
marlhes are the houfes. Laftly, the water at Penn’s Neck is not reckoned fo good 
as that in Raccoon. It likewife becomes brackilh in feveral little rivers, when 
the Delaware, during the tide, rifes very high, and runs up into them. On the 
banks of thefe rivulets live maqy of the Swedes, and take water for common ufe 
from them. 

December the 3d. This morning I fet out for Philadelphia, where I arrived in the 
evening. 

Wild grapes are very abundant in the woods, and of various kinds; a fpecies of 
them, which are remarkable for their fize, grow in the marlhes, and are greedily 
eaten by the racoon: they are therefore called marih grapes, but the Englilh call 
them fox grape: they have not an agreeable flavour, and are feldom eaten by the 
inhabitants of this country, who make ufe of a fmail kind of wild grapes, which 
grow on a dry foil: pretty late in autumn, when they are quite ripe, they have a 
very good flavour, being a mixture of fweet and acid. Some people dry thefe grapes 
when gathered, and bake them in tarts, &c.: they likewife make ufe of them as 
dried fweetmeats. The Swedes formerly made a pretty good wine from them, but 
have now left it off. However, fome of the Englilh Hill prefs an agreeable liquor 
from thefe grapes, which they allured me was as good as the bell claret, and that it 
would keep for feveral years. 

The manner of preparing this fort of wine has been deferibed at large in an al¬ 
manack of this country, for the year 1743, and is as follows: the grapes are coif 
letted from the twenty-firll of September to about the eleventh of November, that is 
as they grow ripe: they mull be gathered in dry weather, and after the dew is gone' 
off: the grapes are cleared of the cobwebs, dry leaves, and other things adhering to 
them. Next a great hoglhead is prepared which has either had treacle or brandy in 
it ; it is walhed very clean, one of the bottoms beat out, and the other placed on a 
Hand for the purpofe, or on pieces of wood in the cellar, or elfe in a warm room, 
about two feet above the ground : the grapes are put into this hoglhead, and as thjv 
fink lower in three or four days time, more are added. A man with naked feet 
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gets into the hoglhead and treads the grapes, andin about _ 

juice is forced out; the man then turns the lowed •grapes uppermost,. .?.nd[ triads tnem 
for about a quarter of an hour: this is fufficient to Squeeze the good juice out of them,, 
for an additional preffure would even crufh the unripe grapes, ana give the whole, 
a difagreeable flavour. The hogihead is then covered with a thick blanket; but 
if there is no cellar, or it is very cold, two are fpread over it. Under this covert 
ing the juice is left to ferment for the firft time, and in the next four or five 
days it ferments and works very ftrongly. As foon as the fermentation ceafes, a 
' hole is made about fix inches from the bottom, and fome of the juice is tapped 
off about twice in a day. As foon as this is clear and fettled, it is poured into 
an anker of a middling fize; for from twenty bufhels of grapes, they get about 
as many gallons of juice: the anker remains untouched; and the mull in it fer¬ 
ments a fecond time: at this time it is neceffary that the anker be quite full; the. 
fcum which fettles at the bung-hole mud be taken off, and the anker always filled 
up with more mud, which is kept ready for that purpofe ; this is continued till 
Chridmas, when the anker may be flopped up; at lad the wine is ready in February 
and bottled. It is likewife ufual here to put fome of the ripe grapes into a veffel, 
in order to make a vinegar; and that which got by this means is very good. Se¬ 
veral people made brandy from thefe grapes, which has a very plcafant tade, but is 
dill more pleafant if the fruits of the perfimon are mixed With it. The wood of thefe 
vines is of no ufe, it is fo brittle that it cannot be ufed for dicks : on cutting into the 
Item, a white, infipid refin comes out a few hours after the wound is made. In 
many gardens vines are planted for the purpofe of making arbours, for which they 
are indeed excellent; as their large and plentiful leaves form a very clofe cover againil 
the fcorching heat of the fun. When the”vines flower here in May and June, the 
flowers exhale a flrong, but exceeding pleafant and refrefhing fmell, which is per¬ 
ceptible even at a great diftance. Therefore on coming into the woods about that time, 
you may judge from the fweet perfume in the air, arifing from the flowers of the 
vines, that you are near them, though you do not fee them. Though the winters be 
ever fo fevere, yet they do not affed the vines. Each grape is about the fize of a 
pea, but further fouthward they are faid to be of the fize of common raifins, and of 
a fine flavour. Further up in the country, during a part of autumn, they are the 
chief food of bears, who climb up the trees in order to pluck them. People are of 
opinion, that if the wild vines were cultivated with more care, the grapes would grow 
larger, and more palatable. 

December the 5th. I fhall here mention two prognoftics of the weather, which 
were greatly valued here. Some people pretended to foretel that the enfuing winter 
would not be a fevere one: this they conje&ured from having feen wild geefe and 
other migratory birds go to the fouth in O&pber, but return a few days ago in great* 
numbers, and even pafs on further to the north. Indeed, the enfuing winter was one 
of the moft temperate ones. 

Several perfons likewife affured us that we ihould have rain before to-morrow night. 
The reafon they gave for this conje&ure was, that this morning at fun-rifing, from 
their windows they had feen every thing very plainly on the other fide of the rtver, fo 
that it appeared much nearer than ufual, and that this commonly foreboded rain. This 
prefage was likewife pretty exactly fulfilled. 

The Indians, before the arrival of the Europeans, had no notion of the ufe of iron, 
tltynteh that metal was abundant in their country. However, they knew in fome 
neafure how to make ufe of copper. Some Dutchmen who lived here, ftill preferred 
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dfeold’a^^ tbat thdr atteeftors, on their fait fettliag ia New York 

had met with many of the Indians, who had tobacco pipes of copper; and who made 
them undfirftand by figns, that they got them in the neighbourhood: afterwards the 
fine copper mine was difcovered, upon the fecond river between Elizabethtown and 
NefW York. On digging in this mine, the people met with holes worked in the 
^ mountain, out of which fome copper had been taken, and they found even feme 
* tools, which the Indians probably made ufe of, when they endeavoured to get the 
metal for their pipes. Such holes in the mountains have likewife been found in 
fome parts of Penfylvania, viz. below Newcaflle towards the fea fide, and always ' 
fome marks of a copper ore along with them. Some people have conjectured, that 
the Spaniards, after difcovering Mexico, failed along the coafts of North America, and 
landed now and then, in order to enquire whether any gold or filver was to be met 
%ith, and that they perhaps made thefe holes in the mountains; but fuppofing them to 
have made fuch a voyage along the coafts, they could not immediately have found out 
the copper mines; and they probably did not flop to blaft this ore, as they were bent 
only upon gold and filver; it is therefore alraoft undoubted that the Indians dug thefe 
holes: or may we be allowed to fufpeft that our old Normans, long before the dis¬ 
coveries of Columbus, came into thefe parts, and met with fuch veins of copper, 
when they failed to what they called the excellent Wineland*, of which our ancient 
traditional records called Sagor fpeak, and which undoubtedly was North America? 
But in regard to this, I fhall have occafion in the fequel better to explain my fen- 
timents. It was remarkable, that in all thofe places where fuch holes have lately 
been found in the mountains, which manifeftly feem to have been dug by men, they 
were always covered with a great quantity of earth, as if they were intended to re¬ 
main hidden from ftrangers. 

Dec. 6th. On long voyages the failors fometimes catch fuch filh as are known to 
none of the Ihip’s company; but as they are very greedy after frelh provisions, they 
feldom abftain from eating them; however it proves often venturing too much, ex¬ 
perience having fliown, that their want of caution has often coft them their lives, 
for fometimes poifonous filh are caught. But there is a method of finding them out, 
as I have heard from feveral captains of ihips; it is ufual when fuch unknown fifli 
are boiled, to put a filver button, or any piece of filver, into the kettle, which, if 
the filh be poifonous, will turn quite black, but if it be not, it will not change : fome 
of the feamen referred to their own repeated experience f. 

Mr. Franklin and feveral other gentlemen frequently told me, that a powerful Indian, 
who poffefled Rhode Ifiand, had lold it to the Englilh for a pair of fpe&acles: it is • 
large pnough for a prince’s domain, and makes a peculiar government at prefent. This 
Indian knew to fet a true value upon a pair of fpe&acles: for undoubtedly if thofe 
glades were not fo plentiful, and only a (jew of them could be found, they would, on 
account of their great ufe, bear the fame price with diamonds. 

The fervants which are made ufe of in the Englifh American colonies are either free 
perfons, or Haves, and the former are again of two different forts. 

* See for this opinion the fcarce and curioui work intituled, " Torfxi hiftoria Vinlandi* antiqux feu 
partis America: feptentrionaliV' Hafnix, 1715, 4to. F. 

f This experiment with the filver fuppofes, that the broth of the lifh would be fo ftrong as to aft as 
a folvent upon the filver; but there may be poifons, which would not affeft the filver, and however prove 
fatal to men: the fureft way therefore would be to fnpprefs that appetite, which may become fatal not 
only to a lew men of the crew,' but alfo endanger the whole ihip, by the lofs of aeceffary hands. F. 
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Firft, Thofe whojire quite free ferve by thi year? they are "hot’ only alioKrOd io 
leave their fervice at the expiration of their year, but may leave it at any time when they 
do not agree with their mailers. However, in that cafe they are in danger of lofing 
their wages, which are very cbnfiderable. A man-fervant who has fome abilities, gets 
between fixteen and twenty pounds in Penfylvania currency, but thofe in the country 
do not get fo much. A fervant-maid gets eight or. ten pounds a year: thefe fervants 
have their food belides their wages, but muft buy their own clothes, and what they get 
of thefe, they muft thank their mailer's goodnefs for. 

Second, The fecond kind of free fervants confift of fuch perfons as annually come 
from Germany, England, and other countries, in order to fettle here. Thefe new 
comers are very numerous every year: there are old and young ones, and of both, 
fexes; fome of them have fled from oppreflion, under which they fuppofed themfelves, 
to have laboured. Others have been driven from their country by perfection on ac¬ 
count of religion ; but moil of them are poor, and have not money enough to pay their 
paflage, which is between fix and eight pounds fterling for each perfon ; therefore 
they agree with the captain that they will fuller themfelves to be fold for a few years, 
on their arrival. In that cafe the perfon who buys them, pays the freight for them ; 
but frequently very old people come over, who cannot pay their paflage, they therefore 
fell their children, fo that they ferve both for themfelves ?nd for their parents : there 
are Iikewife fome who pay part of their paflage, and they are fold only for a ihort 
time. From thefe circumftances it appears, that the price of the poor foreigners who 
come over to North America is not equal, and that fome of them ferve longer than 
others: when their time is expired, they get a new fui*>bf clothes from their 
mafter, and fome other things : he is likewifp obliged tp feed Snd clothe them during 
the years of their fervitude. Many of the Germans who come hither, bring money 
enough with them to pay their paflage, but rather fuffer themfelves to be' fold, with a 
view, that during their fervitude they may get fome knowledge of the language and 
quality of the country, and the like, that they may the better be able to confider what 
they ftiall do when they have got their liberty. Such fervants are taken preferable to 
all others, becaufe they are not fo dear; for to buy a negroe or black flave requires 
too much money at once ; and men or maids who get yearly wages, are Iikewife too 
dear; but this kind of fervants may be got for half the money, and even for lefs ; for 
they commonly pay fourteen pounds, Penfylvania currency, for a perfon who is to 
ferve four years, and fo on in proportion. Their wages therefore are not above three 
pounds Penfylvania currency per annum. This kind of fervants, the Englilh call fer- 
vings. When a perfon has bought fuch a fervant for a certain number of years, and 
has an intention to fell him again, he is at liberty to do fo; but he is obliged, at the 
expiration of the term of the fervitude, to provide the ufual fuit of cloaths for tne fer¬ 
vant, unlefs he has made that part of the bargain with the purchafer. The Englilh and 
Irilh commonly fell themfelves for four years, but the Germans frequently agree with 
the captain before they let out, to pay him a certain fum of money, for a certain num¬ 
ber of perfons; as foon as they arrive in America, they go about and try to get a man 
who will pay the paflage for them: in return they give according to the circumftances, 
one or feveral of their children, to ferve a certain number of years: at laft they q?ake 
their bargain with the higheft bidder. 

T hird, The negroes or blacks make the third kind. They are in a manner Haves; 
for when a negro is once bought, jie is the purchafer's fervant as long as he lives, un* 
ids he gives him to another, or makes him free. However, It is not in the power of 
the. irtafter to kill his negro for a fault, but he muft leave it to the magiftrates to pro¬ 
's ceed 
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■Formerly .tbepegroes werebrpught two* fi^sra Africa, 
and bought by alrnoft every one who could afford it. The quakere alonefcri^jile^ lio 
have Haves $ but they are no longer fo nice) and they have as many negroes, as ot 
^people. However) many people cannot conquer the idea of its being contrary to the 
tows of Chriftianity to keep'llaves. There are likewife feveral free negroes in town, 
who have been lucky enough to get a very zealous quaker for their mailer, who gave 
them their liberty, after they had faithfully ferved him for fome time. 

At prefent they feldom bring over any negroes to the Engliih colonies, for thofe 
which were formerly brought thither, have multiplied considerably. In regard to' 
their marriage, they proceed as follows: In cafe you have not only male but likewife 
female negroes, they mult intermarry, and then the children are all your Haves; but if 
you poffefs a male negro only, and he has an inclination to marry a female belonging 
to a different mailer, you do not hinder your negro in fo delicate a point; but it is no 
advantage to you, for the children belong to the mailer of the female; it is therefore 
advantageous to have negro-women. A man who kills his negro mud fuffer death for 
it: there is not however an example here of a white man’s having been executed on 
this account. A few years ago it happened that, a mailer killed his Have; his friends 
and even the raagiilrates fecretly advifed him to leave the country, as otherwife they 
could not avoid taking him prifoner, and then he would be condemned to die accord¬ 
ing to the laws of the country, without any hopes of laving him. This lenity was em¬ 
ployed towards him, that the negroes might not have the, fatisfa&ion of feeing a mailer 
executed for killing his Have; for this would lead them to ail forts of dangerous 
deiigns againil their niters, and to value themfelves too much. 

The negroes were formerly brought from Africa, as I mentioned before; but now 
this feldom happens, for they * are bought in the Weil Indies, or American IHands, 
whither they were originally brought from their own country: for jt has been found 
that on tranfporting the negroes from Africa, immediately into thefe northern coin- 
tries, they have not fuch a good ilate of health, as when they gradually change places, 
and are firft carried from Africa to the Weil Indies, and from thence to North. 
America. It has frequently been found, that the negroes cannot Hand the cold here 
fo well as the Europeans or whites; for whilit the latter are not in, the leaft affected by 
the cold, the toes and fingers of the former are frequently frozen. There is likewife 
a material difference among them in this point j for thole who come immediately from 
Africa, cannot bear the cold fo well as thofe who are either born in this country, or 
have been here for a confiderable time; for the froil eafily hurts the hands or feet of 
the negroes which come from Africa, or occafions violent pains in their whole body, * 
or in fome parts of it, though it does not at all affeS thofe who have been here for 
feme time. There are frequent examples that the negroes on their pafiage from 
Africa, if it happens in winter, have fomq,of their limbs deitroyed by froft, on board 
the ihip, when the cold is but very, inconfiderable, and the failors are fcarce obliged to 
cover their hands. I was even affured, that feme negroes have been feen here, who have 
had an exceiSve pain in their legs, which afterwards broke in the middle, and dropped 
entirely from the body, together with the flelh on them. Thus it is the fame cafe 
with men here, as with plants which are brought from the feuthera countries, and 
cannot accuilom themfelves to a colder climate. 

The price of negroes differs according to their age, health, and abilities. A full- 
grown negro coils from forty pounds and upwards to a hundred, of Penfylvania cur¬ 
rency. A negro boy or girl, of two or three years old, can hardly be^got for lets than 
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eight or fourteen potmdsm Penfylvania currency.; Not only Hhe” quakers*butdikewife 
feveral chriftians of Other denominations, fometimes fet their negroes atliherty. This, 
is done in the folkwing manner: When a gentleman has a faithful negro, who has 
done him great fervices, he fometimes declares him independent at his death. This is 
however very expenfive; for they are obliged to make a provifion for the negro thus 
fet at liberty, -to afford him fubfiftence when he is grown old, that he may not bef 
driven by neceflity to wicked a&ions, or that he may be at any body’s charge, for tbefe 
free negroes become very lazy and indolent afterwards. But the children which the 
' free negro has begot during his fervitude, are all flaves, though their father be free* 
On the other hand, thofe negro children are free whofe parents are at liberty. The 
negroes in the North American colonies are treated more mildly, and fed better than 
thofe in the Weft Indies. They have as good food as the reft of the fervants, and 
they poiTefs equal advantages in all things, except their being obliged to ferve their 
whole life-time, and get no other wages than what their matter’s goodnefs allows them : 
they are likewife clad at their matter’s expence. On the contrary, in the Weft Indies, 
and efpecially in the Spaniih iilands, they are treated very cruelly; therefore no threats 
make more impreffion upon a negro here, than that of lending him over ■ to the Weft 
Indies, in cafe he would not reform. It has likewife been frequently found by expe¬ 
rience, that when you ihow too much remiflhefs to thefe negroes, they growfo obftinate, 
that they will no longer do any thing but of their own accord : therefore a ftridt dil- 
cipline is very neceifary, if thqir matter expe&s to be fatisfied with theif fervices. 

In the year 1620, fome negroes were brought to North America in a Dutch fhip, 
and in Virginia they bought twenty of them. Thefe are faid to have been the firft that 
came hither. When the Indians, who were then mere numerous in the country than 
at prefent, faw thefe black people for the firft time, they thought they were a true breed 
of devils, and therefore they called them Manitto for a great while: this word in their 
language fignifies not only God, but likewife the devil. Some time before that, when 
they faw the firft European fhip on their coafts, they were perfectly perfuaded that God 
kimfelf was in the fhip. This account I got from fome Indians, who preferved it among 
them as a tradition which they had received from their anceftors: therefore the arrival 
of the negroes feemcd to them to have confufed every thing; but fince that time, they 
have entertained lefs difagreeable notions of the negroes, for at prefent many live 
among them, and they even fometimes intermarry, as 1 myfelf have ieen. 

The negroes have therefore been upwards of a hundred and thirty years in this 
country : but the winters here, efpecially in New England and New York, areas feverc 
as our Swedifh winters. I therefore very carefully enquired* whether the cold had not 
been obferved to affeft the colour of the negroes, and to change it, fo that the third or 
fourth generation from the firft that came hither, were not io black as their andeftors. 
But I was generally anfwered, that there was not the leaft difference of Colour to be 
perceived; and that a negro bom here, of parents which were likewife born in this 
country, and whofe anceftors both men and women had all been blacks bom in this 
country, up to the third or fourth generation, was not at all different in colour from 
thofe negroes who are brought diredly over from Africa. From hence many people 
conclude, that a negro or his pofterity do not change colour, though they continue ever 
fo long in a cold climate; but the mixing of a white man with a negro woman, or of 
at negro with a white woman, has a different effeft ; therefore to prevent any difagree- 
ahle mixtures of the white people and negroes, and that the negroes may not form too 
gisat an opinion of themfelves, to the difadvantage of their matters, I am told there is 
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*law msKHr,ppdjibitbgthe whitesof bothfexes to marry negroes, under pain b£ death, 
' and 'deprivation of the clergyman who marries them; but that the whites and bladba, 
fometimes mix, appears from children of a mixed complexion, which are fometithes 
born. 

It is likewife greatly to be pitted, that the mailers of thefe negroes in moft of the 
iSngiilh colonies take little care of their fpiritual welfare, and let them live on in 
their Pagan darknefs. There are even fome, who would be very ill pleafed at, and 
would by all means hinder their negroes from being inftru&ed in the do&rines of 
, Chriftianity; to this they are partly led by the conceit of its being lhameful, to have 
""la fpiritual brother or filler among fo defpicable a people; partly by thinking that they 
ihould not be able to keep their negroes fo meanly afterwards; and partly through 
fear of the negroes growing too proud, on feeing themfelvcs upon a level with their 
mailers in religious matters. 

Several writings are well known, which mention, that the negroes in South America 
have a kind of poifon with which they kill each other, though the effe& is not fudden, 
but happens a long time after the perfon has taken it: the fame dangerous art of 
poifoning is known by the negroes of North America, as has frequently been ex¬ 
perienced. However only a few of them know the fecret, and they likewife know the 
remedy againft it, therefore when a negro feels himfclf poifoned, and can recoiled: the 
enemy who might poflibly have given him the poifon, he goes to him, and endeavours 
by money and entreaties to move him to deliver him from the poifon; but if the negro 
is malicious, he does not only deny that he ever poifoned him, but likewife that he 
knows a remedy againft it: this poifon does not kill immediately, for fometimes the 
fick perfon dies fome years after* But from the moment he has the poifon, he falls 
into a conftimption, and enjoys few days of good health: fuch a poor wretch often 
knows that he is poifoned, the moment he gets the poifon. The negroes commonly 
employ it on fuch of their brethren as behave well, are beloved by their mailers, and 
feparate as it were from their countrymen, or do not like to converfe with them. 
They have likewife often other reafons for their enmity; but there are few examples 
of their having poifoned their mailers. Perhaps the mild treatment they receive, 
keeps them from doing it, or perhaps they fear that they may be difeovered, and that, 
in fuch a cafe, the fevereft punilhments would be inflided on them. 

They never difeover what the poifon confifts of, and keep it fecret beyond concep¬ 
tion. It is probable that it is a very common thing, which may be got all the world 
over, for wherever they are they can always eafily procure it. Therefore it cannot be 
a plant, as feveral learned men have thought; for that is not to be met with every 
where. I have heard many accounts here of negroes who have been killed by this 
poifon. I lhall only mention one incident, which happened during my ftay in this 
country. A man here had a negro who was exceedingly faithful to him, and behaved 
fo well, that he would not have given him for twenty other negroes. His mailer 
likewife (hewed him a peculiar kindnefs, and the Have’s conduft equalled that of the 
bell Chriftian fervant; he likewife converfed as little aspolfiblewith the other negroes ; 
on that account they hated him to excefs; but as he was fcarce ever in company with 
them, they had no opportunity of conveying the poifon to him, which they had often 
tried. However, on coming to town during the fair (for he lived in the country), 
fome other negroes invited him to drink with them. At firft he would not, but they 
preffed him till he was obliged to comply. As foon as he came into the room, the 
others took a pot from the wall and pledged him, defiring him to drink likewife: he 

drank. 
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drank,,, but whenhp took.the pqtfrom his mouth, hefaid, what beer is this? It is full 
of *?***•. I purpofely,oaiit what he mentioned, for it feems undoubtedly to have 
been the name cf the poifon with which malicious negroes do fo much harm, and which 
is to be met with almoft every where. It might be too much employed to wicked 
purpofes, and it is therefore better that it remains unknown. The other negroes and' 
negro-women fell a laughing at the complaints of their hated countryman, and danced 
ana fung as if they had done an excellent aftion, and had at laft obtained the point fo 
much wifhed-for. The innocent negro went away immediately, and, when he got home, 

' faid, that the other negroes had certainly poifoned him : he then fell into a confumption, 
and no remedy could prevent his death. 

Dec. 7th. In the morning I undertook again a little journey to Raccoon, in New 
Jerfey. 

It does not feem difficult to find out the reafons why the people multiply more here 
than in Europe. As foon as a perfon is old enough, he* may marry in theft* provinces, 
without any fear of poverty; for there is fuch a trad of good ground yet uncultivated, 
that a new-married man can, without difficulty, get a fpot of ground, where he may 
fufficiently fubfift with his wife arid children. The taxes are very low, and he need not 
be under any concern on their account. The liberties he enjoys are fo great, that he 
confiders himfelf as a prince in his poifeffions. I fhall here demonftrate, by fome plain 
examples, what effect fuch a conftitution is capable of. ' 

Maons Keen, one of the Swedes in Raccoon, was now near feventy years old: he 
had many children, grandchildren, and great-grand-children; fo that, of thofe who 
were yet alive, he could mufter up forty-five perfons. Befides them, feveral of his 
children and grand-children died young, and fome in a mature age. lie was, 
therefore uncommonly bleffed. Yet his happinefs is ‘not comparable to that which 
is to be fecn in the following examples, and which I have extracted from the Phila¬ 
delphia gazette. 

In the year 1732, died at Ipfwich, in New England, Mrs. Sarah Tuthil, a widow, aged 
eighty-fix years. She had brought fixteen children into the world; and from fevenof 
them only, fhe had fecn one hundred and feventy-feven grand-children and great- 
grand-children. 

In 1739, May 30th, the children, grand, and grcat-grand-children, of Mr. Richard 
Buttington, in the parilh of Chefter, in Penfylvania, were aflembled in his houfe; and 
they made together one hundred and fifteen perfons. The parent of thefe children, 
Richard Buttington, who was born in England, was then entering into his eighty-fifth 
year; and was at that time quite frefh, aftive, and fenfible. His eldeft fon, then fixty 
years old, was the firft Englifhman born in Penfylvania. 

In 1742, 8th of Jan., died at Trenton, in New Jerfey, Mrs. Sarah-Furman, a 
widow, aged ninety-feven years. She was bora in New England, and left five children, 
fixty-one grand-children, one hundred and eighty-two great-grand-children, and twelve 
great-great-grand-children, who were all alive when flie died. 

In 1739, 28th of Jan., died at South Kingfton, in New England, Mrs. Maria Hazard, 
a widow, in the hundredth year of her age. She was bora in Rhode liland, and was 
a grandmother of the then vice-governor of that iiland, Mr. George Hazard. She 
could count altogether five hundred children, grand-children, great-grand-children, 
and great-grcat-grand-children. When lhe died, two hundred and five perfons of them 
were alive; a grand-daughter of hers had already been grandmother near fifteen 
y«u». 
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In this manner, the ufuai wifh of bleffing in our liturgy, that the new-married couple 
may fee their grand children, till the third and fourth generation, has been literally 
fulfilled in regard to fome of thefe perfons*. 

Dec. 9th. In every country we commonly meet with a number of infers; of which 
many, though they be ever fo fmall and contemptible, can do confiderable damage to 
the inhabitants. Of thefe dangerous infefts there are likewife fomc in North 
America: fome are peculiar to that country, others are common to Europe likewife. 

I have already mentioned the mofquitoes as a kind of difagreeable gnats; and another * 
noxious infedt, the bruchus pifi, which deftroys whole fields with peafe. I fhall here 
add fome more. 

There are a kind of Iocufts, which about every feventeenth year, come hither in 
incredible numbers. They come out of the ground in the middle of May, and make, 
for fix weeks together, fuch a noife in the trees and woods, that two perfons who 
meet in fuch places, cannot underftand each other, unlefs they fpeak louder than the 
Iocufts can chirp. During that time, they make with the fting in their tail, holes into 
the foft bark of the little branches on the trees, by which means thefe branches are 
ruined. They do no other harm to the trees or other plants. In the interval, between 
the years when they are fo numerous, they are only feen or heard Angle in the woods. 

There is likewife a kind of caterpillars in thefe provinces, which eat the leaves from 
the trees. They are alfo innumerable in fome years. In the intervals there are but 
few of them: but when they come, they (trip the tree fo.entirely of their leaves, that 
the woods in the middle of fummer are as naked as in winter. They eat all kinds of 
leaves, and very few trees are left untouched by them: as, about that time of the year, 
the heat is moft exceffive, the ftrippfng the trees of their leaves has this fatal confequence, 
that they cannot withftand the neat, but dry up entirely. In this manner, great forelb 
are fometimes entirely ruined. The Swedes, who live here, Ihewed me, here and there, 
great traSs in the woods, where young trees were now growing, inllead of the old ones, 
which fome years ago had been deftroyed by the caterpillars. Thefe caterpillars 
afterwards change into moths, or phalsense, which fhall be deferibed in the fequel, in 
their proper places. 

In other years the grafs-worms do a great deal of damage in feveral places, both in the 
meadows and corn-fields. For the fields are at certain times over-run with great armies 
of thefe worms, as with the other infe&s; yet it is very happy that thefe many plagues 
do not come all together. For in thofe years, when the Iocufts are numerous, the 
caterpillars and grafs-worms are not very confiderable, and it happens fo with the latter 
kinds, fo that only one of the three kinds comes at a time.^ Then there are feveral 
years when they are very fcarce. The grafs-worms have been obferved to fettle 
chiefly in a fat foil; but as foon as careful hulbandmcn difeover them, they draw 
narrow channels with almoft perpendicular Tides quite round the field in which the 
worms are fettled; then, by creeping further, they all fall into the ditch, and cannot 
get out again. I was allured, by many perfons, that thefe three forts of infers fol¬ 
lowed each other pretty clofely; and that the Iocufts came in the firft year, the cater* 
pillars in the fecona, and the grafs-worms in the laft: I have likewife found, by my own 
experience, that this is partly true. 

Moths, or tinese, which eat the clothes, are likewife abundant here. I have feen 
cloth, worfted gloves, and other woollen fluffs, which had hung all the fummer locked 
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up in a ferine, and had not been taken care of, quite cut through by thefe worms, fa 
that whole pieces fell out. Furs, which had been kept in the garret, were frequently 
fo ruined by worms, that the hair went off by handfuls. I am, however, not certain 
whether thefe worms were originally in the country, or whether they were brought 
ever from Europe. 

Fleas arelikewife to be found in this part of the world. Many thoufands were undoubt* 
edly brought over from other countries; yet immenfe numbers of them have certainly 

• been here fince tithe immemorial. have feen them on the grey fquirrels, and on the 

hares which have been killed in fuefi defart parts of this country, where no human 
creature ever lived. As I afterwards came further up into the country, and was obliged 
to He at night in the huts and beds of the Indians, 1 was fo plagued by immenfe quan¬ 
tities of fleas that I imagined I was put to the torture. They drove me from the 
bed, and I was very glad to fleep on the benches below the roof of the huts. But it is 
eafy to conceive that the many dogs which the Indians keep, breed fleas without end. 
Dogs and men lie promifcucufly in the huts; and a ftranger can hardly lie down and 
fhut his eyes, but he is in danger of being cither fqueezed to death, or ftifled by a 
dozen or more dogs, which lie round him and upon him, in order to have a good 
refting place. For I imagine they do not expeft that ftrangers will venture to beat 
them, or throw them off as their mailers and miftrefles commonly do. 

The noify crickets (gryllus domefticus) which are fometimes to be met with in the 
houfes in Sweden, 1 have not perceived in any part of Penfylvania or New Jerfey; and 
other people whom 1 have alked, could not fay that they had ever feen any. In fum- 
mer there are a kind of black crickets * in the fields, which make exactly the fame chirp¬ 
ing noife as our houfe crickets. But they .keep only to the fields, and were filent as 
foon as winter or the cold weather came on. They fay it fometimes happens that thefe 
field crickets take refuge in houfes, and chirp continually there, whilft it is warm 
gather, or whilft the rooms are warm; but as foon as it grows cold they are filent. 
In fome parts of the province of New York, and in Canada, evcTy farm-houfe, and moft 
of the houfes in the towns,, fwarm with fo many, that no farm-houfe in our country can 
be better flocked with them. I hey continue their mufic there throughout the 
whole winter. 

Bugs (cimex ledularius) are very plentiful here. I have been fufliciently tormented 
by them in many places in Canada} but I do not remember having feen any with 
the Indians, during my flay at Fort Frederick. The commander there, Mr. de Loufig- 
nan, told me, that none of the Illinois and other Indians of the weftem parts of North 
America knew any thing of thefe vermin; and he added, that he could with certainty 
fay this from his own experience, having been among them for a great while. Yet 
I cannot determine whether bugs were firlt brought over by the Europeans, or*whethcr 
they have originally been in the country. Many people looked upon them as natives 
of this country, and as a proof of it faid, that under the wings of bats the people had 
often found bugs, which had eaten very deep into the flelh. It was therefore believed 
that the bats had got them in fome hollow tree, and had afterwards brought them into 
the houfes, as they commonly fix themfelves clofe to the walls, and creep into the little 
chinks which they meet with; but as I have never feen any bugs upon bats, I cannot 
fay any thing upon that fubjed. Perhaps a loufe or a tick (acarus) has been taken 

# ♦ Perhaps it is the gryllus campeflris, or common black field cricket of Europe, of which RocfeJ, inhis 
work on inlefts, vul. a, Gryll. f. 13. haa giving a fine drawing; F. 
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for a bug; or, if a real bug has been found upon a bat’s wing, it is very eafy tp con¬ 
ceive that it fixed on the bat, whilft the latter was fitting in the chinks of a houfe flocked 
with European bugs. 

As the people here could not bear the inconvenience of thefe vermin, any more than 
we can in Sweden, they endeavoured to expel them by different means. I have already 
remarked, that the beds to that purpofe were made of faffafras wood, but that they 
were only temporary remedies. Some perfons allured me that they had found, from 
their own experience, and by repeated trials, that no remedy was more effe&uah 
towards the expulfion of bugs than the injecting of boiling water into all the cracks 
where they are fettled, and wafhing all the wood of the beds with it j this being twice 
or thrice repeated, the bugs are wholly deftroyed. But if there are bugs in neigh- . 
bouring houfes, they will fallen to one’s clothes, and thus be brought over into other 
houfes. 

I cannot fay whether thefe remedies are good or no, as I have not tried them; but 
by repeated trials I have been convinced that fulphur, if it be properly employed, 
entirely deftroys bugs and their eggs in beds and walls, though they were ten times 
more numerous than the ants in an ant-hill*. 

The mill-beetles, or cock-roaches, are likewife a plague of North America, and are 
fettled in many of its provinces. The learned Dr. Golden was of opinion that thefe 
infers were properly natives of the Wefl Indies, and that thofe that were found in 
North America were brought over from thofe iflands. ’To confirm his opinion, he 
laid, that jt was yet daily fecn how the fhips coming with goods from the Weft Indies 
to North America, brought mill ; beetles with them in great numbers. But from the 
obfervaiions which I have made in this* country, I have reafon to believe that thefe 
infe&s have been on the continent of North America time immemorial. Yet notwith- 
ftanding this I do not deny their being brought over from the Weft Indies. They 
are in almoft every houfe in the city of New York; and thofe undoubtedly came over 
in (hips. But how can that be faid of thofe mill-beeties which are found in the midft 
of the woods and deferts ? 

The Englifh likewife call the mill-beetles cock-roaches, and the Dutch give them 
the name of cackcrlack. The Swedes in this country call them brodoetare, or bread- 
eaters, on account of the damage they do to the bread, which I am going to deferibe. 
Dr. Linnaeus calls them blatta orientulis. Many of the Swedes call them likewife 
kackerlack. They are not only obferved in the houfes, but in the fummer they appear 
often in the woods, and run about the trees which lire cut down. On bringing in all > 
forts of old rotten blocks of wood for fuel, in February, I difeovered feveral cock¬ 
roaches fettled in them; they were at firft quite torpid, or as it were dead; but after 
lying in the room for a while, they recovered, became very lively, and began tp run 
about. I afterwards found very often, that when old rotten wood was brought home in 
winter, and cut in pieces for fuel, the cock-roaches were got into it in numbers, and 
lay in it in a torpid ftate. In the fame winter, a fellow cut down a great dry tree, and 
was about to fplit it. I then obferved in a crack, fome fathoms above the ground, 
feveral cock-roaches together with the common ants. They were, it feems, crept up 
a great \yay, in order to find a fecure place of abode againft winter. On travelling, in 
the middle of O&ober 1749, through the uninhabited country between the En^lilh 
and French colonies,^ and making a fire at night near a thick half-rotten tree, on the 

* A {till more infallible remedy is to waft all the furniture infc&ed with that vermin, with a folution 
of arfenic. F. 
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Ihoreof Lake Champlain, numbers of cock-roaches came out of the wood, being 
wakened by the fmoke and the fire, which had driven them out of their holes. The 
Frenchmen, who were then in my company, did not not know them, and could not 
give them any name. In Canada the French did not remember feeing any in the 
houfes. In Penfylvania, I am told, they run in immenfe numbers about the fheaves 
of corn., during the harveft. At other times they live commonly in the houfes in the 
Englifh fettlements, and lie in the crevices, efpecially in the cracks of thofe beams which 
• fupport the ceiling^ and are nearefl tp the chimney. 

They do a deal of damage by eating the foft parts of the bread. If they have once made 
a hole into a loaf, they will in a little time eat all the foft part in it, fo that on cutting 
the loaf, nothing but the cruft is le^t. I am told they likewife eat other vi&uals. 
Sometimes they bite people’s nofes or feet, whilft they are afleep. An old Swede, 
called Suen Laock, a grandfon of the Rev. Mr. Laockenius, one of the firft Swedifh 
clergymen that came to Penfylvania, told me, that he had in his younger years been 
once very much frightened on account of a cock-roach, which crept into his ear whilft 
he was afleep. He waked fuddenly, jumped out of bed, and felt that the infett, pro¬ 
bably out of fear, was endeavouring with all its ftrength to get deeper. Thefe attempts 
of the cock-roach were fo painful to him, that he imagined his head was burfting, 
and he was almoft fenfelefs; however he haftened to the well, and bringing up a 
bucket full of water, threw fomc into his ear. As foon as the cock-roach found 
itfelf in danger of being drowned, it endeavoured to fave itfclf, and pulhed backwards 
out of the ear, with its hind feet, and thus happily delivered the poor man from his 
fears. 

The wood-lice are difagreeable infecls, which in a manner are worfe than the pre¬ 
ceding ; but as I have already defcribed them in a peculiar memoir, which is printed 
among the memoirs of the Royal Academy of Sciences for the year 1754, I refer my 
readers to that account. 

Dec. 1 ith. This morning 1 made a little excurfion to Penn’s Neck, and further 
over the Delaware to Wilmington. The country round Penn’s Neck has the fame 
qualities as that about other places in this part of New Jerfey. For the ground confifts 
chiefly of fand, with a thin ftratum of black foil. It is not very hilly, but chiefly flat, 
and in moft places covered with open woods of fuch trees as have annual leaves, efpc- 
ciatly oak. Now and then you fee a Angle farm, and a little corn-field round it. 
Between them are here and there little marlhes or fwamps, and fometimes a brook 
with water, which has a very flow motion. 

The woods of thefe parts conlift of all forts of trees, but chiefly of oak and hiccory. 
Thefe woods have certainly never been cut down, and have always growft jp|thout 
hindrance. It might therefore be expected that there are trees of an imoariHiiftrgreat 
age to be found in them; but it happens otherwife, and there mdmxfifoiir trees three 
hundred years old. Moft of them are only two hundred yearaHfil; &nd this convinced 
me that trees have the fame quality as animals, and die afterfhey are arrived at a cer¬ 
tain age. Thus we find great woods here, but when the trees in them have ftood an 
hundred and fifty or an hundred and eighty years, they are either rotting within, or 
lofing their crown, or their wood becomes quite foft, or their roots are no longer able 
to*draw in fufficient nourishment, or they die from fome other caufe. Therefore when 
ftorms blow, which fometimes happens here, the trees are broke off either juft above 
thp root, or in the middle, or at the fummit. Several trees are likewife tom out with 
their roots by the power of the winds. The ftorms thus caufe great devaftations in thefe 
forefts. Everywhere you fee trees thrown down by the winds, after they are too 

10 much 
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much weakened by one or the other of the above-mentioned caufes to be able ,to refill 
their fury. Fire likewife breaks out often in the woods, and burns the trees half tray 
from the root, fo that a violent gull of wind eafily throws them down. 

On travelling through thefe woods, I purpofely tried to find out, by the pofition of 
the trees which were fallen down, which winds are the ftrongeft hereabouts. But*! 
could not conclude any thing with certainty, for the trees fell on all fides, and lay 
towards all the points of the compafs. I therefore judged, that any wind which blows 
from that fide where the roots of the tree are weakcft and fhorteft, and where it can 
make the leaft refiftance, muft root it up and throw it down. In this manner the 
old trees die away continually, and are fucceeded by a young generation. Thofe 
which are thrown down lie on the ground and putrify, fooner or later, and by that 
means increafe the black foil, into which the leaves are likewife finally changed, which 
drop abundantly in autumn,' are blown about by the winds for fome time, but are 
heaped up, and lie on both fides of the trees, which are fallen down. It requires 
feveral years before a tree is entirely reduced to duft. When the winds tear up a tree 
with the roots, a quantity of loofe foil commonly comes out with, and flicks to them 
for fome time, but at laft it drops off, and forms a little hillock, which is afterwards 
augmented by the leaves, which commonly gather about the roots. Thus feveral 
inequalities are formed in the woods, fuch as little holes and hills j and by this means 
the upper foil muft likewife be heaped up in fuch places. 

Some trees are more inclined to putrify than others. * The tupelo-tree (nyffa), the 
tulip-tree (liriodendron), and the fweet gum-tree (liquidambar), became rotten in a 
fhort time. The hiccory did not, take much time, and the black oak fell fooner to 
pieces than the white oak; but* this was owing to circumftances. If the bark remained 
on the wood, it was for thegreateft part rotten, and entirely eaten by worms within, 
in the fpace of fix, eight, or ten years, fo that nothing was to be found but a reddifh 
brown duft. But if the bark was taken off, they would often lie twenty years before 
they were entirely rotten. The fuddennefs of a tree’s growth, the bignefs of its pores, 
and the frequent changes of heat and wet in fummer, caufe it to rot fooner. To this it 
muft be added, that all forts of infefts make holes into the ftems of the fallen trees, and by 
that means the moifture and the air get into the tree, which muft of courfe forward 
putrefa&ion. Moft of the trees here have deciduous or annual leaves. Many of 
them begin to rot whilfl they are yet Handing and blooming. This forms the hollow 
trees, in which many animals make their nefts and places of refuge. 

The breadth of the Delaware direttly oppofite Wilmington, is reckoned an Engliih 
mile and a half; yet to look at it, it did not feern to be fo great. The depth of the 
river, in the middle, is faid to be from four to fix fathoms here. 

Dec. 12th. The joiners fay, that among the trees of this country they chiefly ufe 
the black walnut-trees, the wild cherry-trees, and the curled maple. Of the black 
wallet-trees (juglans nigra) there is yet a fuflicient quantity. However carelefs people 
take pains enough to deftroy them, and fome peafants even ufe them as fuel. The 
wood of the wild cherry-trees (prunus Virginiana) is very good, and looks exceedingly 
well; it has a yellow colour, and the older the furniture is, which is made of it, the 
better it looks. But it is already difficult to get at it, for they cut it everywhere, and 
plant it nowhere. The curled maple (acer rubrum) is a fpecies of the common red 
nri^le, but likewife very difficult to be got. You may cut down many trees without 
finding the wood which you want. The wood of the fweet gum-tree (liquidambar)»is 
merely employed in joiner’s work, fuch as tables and other furniture. But it muft not 

be 
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be brought near the fire, becaufe it warps'. The fifs and the white cedars (cupreffus 
thyoides) are likewife made ufe of by the joiners for different forts of work. 

The millers who attended the mill which flood here, faid, that the axletrees of the 
wheels of the mill were made of white oak, and that they continued good three or four 
years, but that the fir-wood does not keep fo well. The cogs of the mill-wheel and 
the pullies are made of the wood of the white walnut-tree, becaufe it is the hardeft 
which can be got here. The wood of mulberry-trees is of all others reckoned the mofl 
‘ excellent for pegs and plugs in fhips and boats. 

At night I went over the river Delaware, from Wilmington to the ferrying-place, on 
the New Jerfcy fide. 

Dec. 13th. In the morning I returned to Raccoon. 

On many trees in the woods of this country, either on one of the fides, or in the 
middle of a branch, or round a branch, are greater or leffer knobs or excrefccnces. 
Sometimes there is only a fingle one in a tree. In the fize there is a confiderable dif¬ 
ference, for fome of thefe knobs are as big and bigger than a man’s head, others are 
only fmall. They project above the furface of the tree, like a tumor. Sometimes a 
tree was quite covered with them. They do not lie on one fide only, but often form a 
circle round a branch, and even round the ftein itfelf. The trees which have thefe 
knobs are not always great ones, but fome not above a fathom high. The knobs com. 
monly confift of the fame parts as the wood itfelf, and look within like curled wood. 
Some of them are hollow. w When a knob on a little tree is cut open, we commonly 
find a number of little worms in it, which are fometimes alfo common in the greater 
knobs. This (hews the origin of the knobs in general. The tree is flung by infedts, 
which lay their eggs under the bark, and from the eggs worms are afterwards hatched. 
They occafion an extravafation of the fap, which gradually condenfes into a knob. 
Only the trees with annual deciduous leaves have thefe knobs, and among them chiefly 
the oak, of which again the black and Spanifh oak have the grcatcfl abundance of 
knobs. The-afh trees, (fraxinus excelfior) and the red maple (acer rubrum) likewife 
have enough of them. Formerly the Swedes, and more efpecially the Finlanders, who 
are fettled here, made difhes, bowls, &c. of the knobs which were on the afh-trees. 
Thefe veffels, I am told, were very pretty, and looked as if they were made of curled 
wood. The oak-knobs cannot be employed in this manner as they are commonly 
worm-eaten and rotten within. At prefent the Swedes no longer make ufe of fuch 
bowls and difhes, but make ufe of earthenware, or veffels made of other wood. Some 
knobs are of an uncommon fize, and make a tree have a monflrous appearance. Trees 
with knobs arc very common in the woods of this country*. 

The roads are good or bad according to the difference of the ground. In % Tandy 
foil the roads are dry and good; but in a clayey one they are bad. The people here 
are likewife very carelefs in mending them. If a rivulet be not very great, they do not 
make a bridge over it; and travellers may do as well as they can to get over: There¬ 
fore many people are in danger of being drowned in fuch places, where the water is 

• In Siberia, and in the province of Wiatka, in the government of Cazan, in Ruflia, the inhabitant* 
make ufe of the knobs, which are pretty frequently found in birches, to make bowls and other domeitic 
utcnfils thereof. They are turned, made pretty thin, and covered with a kind of varnilh, which give* 
them a pretty appearance j for the utenfil looks yellow, and is marbled quite in<e pi&urefque manner, with 
brown veins. The belt kind of thefe vcffcls are made fo thin that they are femidtaphanous, and when frat 
into hot water they grow quite pliant, and may be formed by main force, quite fi it, but when again left 
to«hemfelves, and grown cold, they return to their original Ihape. This kind of wood is called, in Ruflia, 
kap, and the veffels made of it, kappowie tchaihkt, and are pretty high in price, when they are of the 
belt kind, and well varnhhed. F. 

•1 rifen 
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rifen tiy a heavy rain. When a tree falls acrofs the road, it is feldom cut off, to keep 
the road cleiir, hut the people go round it. This they can eafily do, fince the ground 
is very even, and without ftones; has no underwood or fhrubs, and the trees on ft fapd 
much afunder. Hence the roads here have fo many bendings. 

The forms are moft of them Angle, and you feldom meet with even two together, 
except in towns, or places which are intended for towns; therefore there are but few 
villages.Each farm has its corn-fields, its woods, its paftures and meadows. This 
may perhaps have contributed fomething towards the extirpation of wolves, that they 
everywhere met with houfes, and people who, fired at them. Two or three farixr- 
houfes have generally a pafture or a wood in common, and there are feldom more to¬ 
gether ; but moft of them have their own grounds divided.from the others. 

Dec. 18th. All perfons who intend to be married, muft either have their banns 
published three times from the pulpit, or get a licence from the governor. The banns 
of the poorer fort of people only are publiihed, and all thofe who are a little above 
them get a licence from the governor. In that licence he declares that he has examined 
the affair, and found no obftacles to hinder the marriage, and therefore he allows it. 
The licence is figned by the governor; but, before he delivers it, the bridegroom muft 
come to him in company with two creditable and well-known men, who anfwer for him, 
that there really is no lawful obftade to his marriage. Thefe men muft fubfcribe a cer¬ 
tificate, in which they mJke themfelves anfwerable for, and engage to bear all the 
damages of, any complaints made by the relations of the perfons who intend to be 
married, by their guardians, their mailers, or by thofe to whom they may have been 
promifed .before. For all thefe circumftances the governor cannot poffibly know. 
They further certify that nothing hinders the intended marriage, and that nothing 
is to be feared on that account. For a 'licence they pay five and twenty Ihillings in 
Penfy Iranian money, at Philadelphia. The governor keeps twenty Ihillings, or one 
pound, and the remaining five Ihillings belong to his fecretary. The licence is directed 
only to proteftant clergymen. The quakers have a peculiar licence to their marriages. 
But as it would be very troublefome, efpecially for thofe who live far from the gover¬ 
nor's refidcnce, to come up to town for every licence, and to bring the men with them 
who are to anfwer for them, the clergymen in the country commonly take a fufficient 
number of licences and certificates, which are ready printed, with blanks left for the 
names; they give them occafionally, and get the common money, one pound five Ihil¬ 
lings, for each of them, befides fomething for their trouble. The money that they 
have collected, they deliver to the governor as foon as they come to town, together 
with the certificates, which are figned by two men, as above-mentioned} they then 
take again as many licences as they think fufficient: from hence we may conceive that 
the governors in the Englifh North American colonies, befides their falaries, have very 
confiderable revenues *. 

There is a great mixture of people of all forts in thefe colonies, partly of fuch as are 
lately come over from Europe, and partly of fuch as have not yet any fettled place of 
abode. Hence it frequently happens that when a clergyman has married fuch a couple, 
the bridegroom fays he has no money at prefent, but would pay the fee at the firft op¬ 
portunity : however he goes off with his wife, and the clergyman never gets his due. 

, * Though it is very dt Arable that the member* of the church of England may enjoy the fame religious 
liberty in America as the reft of their fcllow-fubjefts, and have every part of their religious eftabliftiment 
among themfelves/and that therefore bifhops might be introduced in America, it is however to he 
feared this will prove one of the obftacles to the introducing of Englilh bilhops iu that part oS the 
world. 

This 
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This proceeding has given occafion to a cuftom which is now common in Maryland. 
When the clergyman marries a very poor couple, he breaks off in the middle of the 
liturgy, and cries out. Where is my fee ? The man muff then give the money, and the 
clergyman proceeds; but if the bridegroom has no money, the clergyman defers the 
marriage till another time, when the man is better provided. People of fortune, of 
whom the clergyman is fure to get his due, need not fear this difagreeable queftion, 
when they are married. , 

However, though the parfon has. got licences to marry a couple, yet if he be not 
Very careful, he may get into very difagreeable circumftances; for in many parts of the 
country there is a law made, which, notwithftanding the governor's licence, greatly 
limits a clergyman in fome cafes. He is not allowed to marry a couple who are not 
yet of age, unlefs he be certain of the confent of their parents. He cannot marry fuch 
ftrangers as have bound themfelves to fervc a certain number of years, in order to pay 
off their paffage from Europe, without the confent of their matters; if he afts without 
their confent, or in oppofition to it, he mutt pay a penalty of fifty pounds, Penfylvania 
currency, though he has the licence, and the certificate of the two men who are to 
anfwer for any objeftion. But parents or matters give themfelves no concern about 
thefe men, but take hold of the clergyman, who is at liberty to profecute thofe who 
gave him the certificate, and to get his damages repaid. With the confent of the pa¬ 
rents and matters, he may marry people without danger toTiimfelf. No clergyman is 
allowed to marry a negro with one or European extraction, or he mutt pay a penalty 
of one hundred pounds, according to the laws pf Penfylvania. 

There is a very peculiar diverting cuftom here, in regard to marrying. When a man 
dies, and leaves his widow in great poverty, orfo thafftie cannot pay all the debts with 
what little fhe has left; and that, notwithftandbg £ll that, there is a perfon who will 
marry her, fhc mutt be married in no other habit than her fhift. By that means, 
fhe leaves to the creditors of her deceafcd hufband her cloaths, and every thing which 
they find in the houfe. But fhe is not obliged to pay them any thing more, becaufe 
fhe has left them all fhe was worth, even her cloaths, keeping only a fhift to cover her, 
which the laws of the country cannot refufe her. As foon as fhe is married, and no 
longer belongs to the deceafed hufband, fhe puts on the cloaths which the fecond has 
given her. The Swedifh clergymen here have often been obliged to marry a woman 
m a drefs which is fo little expensive, and fo light. This appears from the regitters kept 
in the churches, and from the accounts given by the clergymen themfelves. I have 
likewife often feen accounts of fuch marriages in the Englifh gazettes, which are printed 
•in thefe colonies; and I particularly remember the following relation: A woman wenr, 
with no other drefs than her fhift, out of the houfe of her deceafed hufband to that of 
her bridegroom, who met her half way with fine new cloaths, and faid, before all who 
were prefent, that he lent them his bride; and put them on her with his own hands. It 
feems he faid that he lent the cloaths, left, if he had faid he gave them, the creditors of 
the firft hufband fhould come and take them from her; pretending, that fhe was looked 
upon as the relift of her firft hufband, before fhc was married to the fecond. 

Dec. 21 ft. It feems very probable, from the following obfervations, that long before 
the arrival of the Swedes, there have been Europeans in this province; and, in the 
fequel, we fhall give more confirmations of this opinion. The fame old Maons Keen, 
whom I have already mentioned before, told me repeatedly, that, on the arrival of the 
Swedes in the laft century, and on their making a fettlement, called Helfingburg, on 
the^janks of the Delaware, fomewhat below the place where Salem is now fituated; 
they found, at the depth of twenty feet, fome wells, inclofed with walls. This could 
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not be a work of the native Americans, or Indians, as bricks were entirely unknown to 
them wheft the £urogpn$ firft fettled here, at the end of the fifteenth century ; and 
they ftill Ids knew how to make ufe of them. The wells were at that time oh the 
land ; but in fuch a place, on the banks of the Delaware, as is fometimes under water, 
and fometimes dry. But fince the ground has been fo wafhed away, that the wells are 
entirely covered by the river, and the water is feldom low enough to Ihew the wells. 
As the Swedes afterwards made new wells for themfelves* at fome diftance from the 
former, they difcovered in the ground, fome broken earthen vefiels, and fome entire. 
good bricks; and they have often got them out of the ground by ploughing. 

From thefe marks, it feems we may conclude, that, in times of yore, either Euro¬ 
peans, or other people of the then civilized parts of the world, have been carried hither 
by ftorms, or other accidents, fettled here, on the banks of the river, burnt bricks, and 
made a colony here; but that they afterwards mixed with the Indians, or were killed 
by them. They may gradually, by converfmg with the Indians, have learnt their man¬ 
ners, and turn of thinking. The Swedes themfelves are accufed, that they were already 
half Indians, when the Englilb arrived in the year 1682. And we ftill fee, that the 
French, Englifh, Germans, Dutch, and other Europeans, who have lived for feverat 
years together in diftant provinces, near and among the Indians, grow fo like them, in 
their behaviour and thoughts, that they can only be diftinguilhed by the difference of 
their colour. Bu;. hiftory, together with the tradition among the Indians, affures us, 
that the above-mentioned wells and bricks cannot have been made at the time of Co¬ 
lumbus’s expedition, nor foon after; as the traditions of the Indians fay, that thofe wells 
were made long before that epocha. This account of the wells, which had been in- 
clofed with bricks, and of fuch bridks as have been found in feveral places in the ground, 

I have afterwards heard repeated by many other old Swedes. 

Dec. a 2d. An old farmer foretold a change of the weather, becaufe the air was 
very warm this day at noon, though the morning had been very cold. This he like- 
wife concluded, from having obferved the clouds gathering about the fum The 
meteorological obfervations annexed to this work, will prove that his obfervation 
was juft. / 

Dec. 31ft. The remedies againft the tooth-ach are almoft as numerous as days in a 
year. There is hardly an old woman but can tell you three or four fcore of them, of 
which fhe is perfectly certain that they are as infallible and fpeedy in giving relief, as a 
month’s falling, by bread and water, is to a burthenfome paunch. Yet it happens often, 
nay, too frequently, that this painful difeafe eludes all this formidable army of reme¬ 
dies. However, I cannot forbear obferving the following remedies, which have fome¬ 
times, in this country, been found effectual againft the tooth-ach. 

When the pains come from the hollownefs of the teeth, the following remedy is faid 
to have had a good effeft: A little cotton is put at the bottom of a tobacco-pipe; the 
tobacco is put in upon it, and lighted; and you fmoke till it is almoft burnt up. By 
fmoking, the oil of the tobacco gets into the cotton, which is then taken out, and applied 
to the tooth as hot as it can be fullered. 

The chief remedy of the Iroquois, or Iroquefe, againft the tooth-ach, occafioned by 
hollow teeth, I heard of Captain Lindfey’s lady, at Ofwcgo; and Ihe affured me, that 
(he knew, from her own experience, that the remedy was effe&ual. They take the feed 
capfules of the Virginian Anemone, as foon as the feed is ripe, and rub them in pieces. 
It will then be rough, and look like cotton. This cotton-like Jubilance is dipped into 
ftrong brandy, and then put into the hollow tooth, which commonly ceafes to ache foan 
after. The brandy is biting or lhaqa, and the feeds of the anemone, as molt feeds of 
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the polyandria polygynia clafe of plants (or fuch as have many (lamina, or male flowers,, 
and many piftilla, or female flowers) have likewife an acrimony. They therefore, bpth 
together, help to affuage the pain; and this remedy is much of tHe fame kind with the 
former. Befides that, we have many feeds which have the fame qualities with the 
American anemone. • 

The following remedy was much in vogue againfl; the tooth-ach which is attended 
with a fwelling: They boil gruel of flour of maize, and milk; to this they add, 
whilfl: it is yet over the fire, fome of the fat of hogs or other fuet, and (lir it well, 
that every thing may mix equally. A handkerchief is then fpread over the gruel, and 
applied as hot as poffible to the fuelled cheek, where it is kept till it is gone cool again. 
1 have found, that this remedy has been very efficacious againfl: a fuelling; as it lett'ens 
the pain, abates the fuelling, opens a gathering if there be any, and procures a good 
difeharge of the pus. 

I have leen the Iroquefe boil the inner bark of the fambucus Canadenfis, or Canada 
elder, and put it on that part of the check in which the pain was molt violent. This, 
I am told, often diminiffies the pain. 

Among the Iroquefe, or Five Nations, upon the river Mohawk, I faw a young Indian 
woman, who, by frequent drinking of tea, had got a violent tooch-ach. To cure it, lhe 
boiled the myrica alplenii folia, and tied it, as hot as (he could bear it, on the whole 
cheek. She laid, that remedy had often cured the looth-ffch before. 

Jan. ad, 17,19. Before the Europeans, under the direction of columbus, came to 
the Welt Indies, the favages dr Indians (who lived there fmcc times immemorial) were 
entirely unacquainted with iron, which appears very llrange to us, as North America, 
almoft in every part of it, contains a number of .iron mines. They were therefore 
obliged to fupply this want with (harp ftones, (hells, daws of birds and wild beads, 
pieces of bones, and other things of that kind, whenever they intended to make 
hatchets, knives, and fuch like inftruments. From hence it appears, that they inult 
have led a very wretched life. The old Swedes, who lived here, and had had an in- 
tercourfe with the Indians when they were younj*, and at a time when they were yet 
very numerous in thefc parts, could tell a great many things concerning their manner 
of living. At this time the people- find accidentally, by ploughing and digging in the 
ground, feveral of the inflruments which the Indians employed, before the Swedes and 
other Europeans had provided them with iron tools. For it is obfervable that the In¬ 
dians at prelent make ufeof no other tools, than fuch as are made of iron and other metals, 
and which they always get from the Europeans. Of this 1 (hall be more particular, 
in its proper place. But having had an opportunity of feeing and partly collecting a 
great many ot the ancient Indian tools, I Avail here defcribe them. 

Their hatchets were made of (tone. Their fliape is fimilar to that of the wedges 
with which we cleave our wood, about half a foot long, and broad in proportion ; 
they are made like a wedge, (harp at one end, but rather blunter than our wedges. 
As this hatchet mult be fixed on a handle, there was a notch made all round the thick 
end. To fatten it, they ('plit a (tick at one end, and put the (tone between it, fo 
that the two halves of the (tick come into the notches of the (tone; then they tied 
the two (plit ends together with a rope, or fomething like it, altnott in the fame way 
as fmiths fatten the inttrument with which they cut off iron, to a (plit (lick. Some 
of theie (lone-hatchets were not notched or furrowed at the upper end, and it feems 
they only held thofe in their hands in order to hew or (trike with them, and did not 
make handles to them. Mott of the hatchets which I have fecn, confifted of a hard 
yock-flone j but (ome were made of a fine, hard, black, apyrous Atone. When the 
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Indians intended to fell a thick ftrong tree, they could not make ufe of their hatchets, 
but, for want of proper inftruments, employed fire. They fet fire to a great quantity 
of wood at the roots of the tree, and made it fall by that means. But that the fire 
might not reach higher than they would have it, they fattened lome rags to a pole, 
dipped them into water, and kept continually walhing the tree, a little above the fire. 
Whenever they intended to hollow out a thick tree for a canoe, they laid dry branches 
all along the ftetn of the tree, as far as it mutt be hollowed out. They then put fire < 
to thole dry branches, and as foon as they were burnt, they were replaced by others. 
Whilft thele branches were burning, the Indians were very bufy with wet rags, and 
pouring water upon the tree, to prevent the fire from fpreading too far on the fides, 
and at the ends. The tree being burnt hollow as far as they found it fufficient, or as 
far as it could, without damaging the canoe, they took the above defcribed ttone- 
liatchets, or lharp flints, and quartzes, or lharp (hells, and feraped off the burnt 
part of the wood, and fmoothened the boats within. By this means they likewife 
gave it what fliape they pleafed. Inftead of cutting with a hatchet fuch a piece of 
wood as was neceflfary for making a canoe, they likewife employed fire. A canoe 
was commonly between thirty and forty feet long. The chief ufe of their hatchets 
was, according to the unanimous accounts of all the Swedes, to make good fields 
for maize-plantations $ for ?f the ground where they intended to make a maize-field 
was covered with trees, they cut off" the bark all round the trees with their hatchets, 
cfpecially at the time when they lofe their fap. Ly that* means the tree became dry 
and could not take any more nourifhmenr, and the leaves could no longer obftrudk 
the rays of the fun from palling., The fmaller trees were then pulled out by main 
force, and the ground was a little turned *up with crooked or fliarp branches. 

Inttead of knives they were fatisfidd with little lharp pieces of flint or quartz, or 
elfe fome other hard kind of a {tone, or with a lharp (hell, or with a piece of a bone 
which they had lharpened. 

At the end of their arrows they fattened narrow angulated pieces of ftonc; they 
made ufe of them, having no iron to make them lharp again, or a wood of fufficient 
hardnefs: thefe points were commonly flints or quartzes, but fometimes likewife 
another kind of a ftone. Some employed the bones of animals, or the claws of birds 
and hearts. Some of thefe ancient harpoons are very blunt, and it feems that the 
Indians might kill birds and finall quadrupeds with them; but whether they could 
■ enter deep into the body of a great beaft or of a man, by the velocity which they get 
from the bow, I cannot afeertain; yet fome have been found very lharp and well 
made. 

They # had ftone peftles, about a foot long, and as thick as a man’s arm. They 
confift chiefly of a black fort of a ftone, and were formerly employed by the In¬ 
dians, for pounding maize, which has, fince times immemorial, been their chief and 
almoft their only corn. They had neither wind-mills, water-mills, nor hand-mills, to 
grind it, and did not fo much as know a mill before the Europeans came into the 
country. I have fpoken with old Frenchmen in Canada, who told me that the In¬ 
dians had been aflonilhcd beyond expreflion when the French fet up the firft wind¬ 
mill. They came in numbers, even from the moil diftant parts, to view this wonder, 
and were not tired with fitting near it for feveral days together, in order to obferve 
it; they were long of opinion that it was not driven by the wind, but by the fpirits 
who lived within it. They were partly under the fame aftonilhment when the firft 
water-mill was built. They formerly pounded all their corn or maize in hollow trees, 
with the above-mentioned peftles, made of ftone. Many Indians had only wooden 
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peftjes. The blackiih ftoae, oF which ’the' hatchets afid peftles are fometimes made, 
is very good for a grindftone, and therefore both' the EngMh and the #»edee 
employ the hatchets and peftles chiefly as grindftones, at prefent, when they can get 
them. 

The old boilers or kettles of the Indians, were either made of clay, or of different. 
kinds of potftone, (lapis ollaris). The former confided of a dark clay, mixt with 
grains of white fand or quartz, and burnt in the fire. Many of thefe kettles have 
' two holes in the upper margin, on each fide one, through which the Indians put a 
ftick, and held the kettle over the fire, as long as it was to boil. Moft of the kettles 
have no feet. It is remarkable that no pots of this kind have been found glazed, 
either on the outfide or the infide. A few of the oldeft Swedes could yet re¬ 
member feeing the Indians boil their meat in thefe pots. They are very thin, and of 
different fizes; they are made fometimes of a greenifh, and lometimes of a grey pot¬ 
ftone, and fome are made of another fpecies of apyrous ftone ; the bottom and the 
margin are frequently above an inch thick. The Indians, notvvithftanding their being 
unacquainted with iron, ftcel, and other metals, have learnt to hollow out very in- 
genioufly thefe pots or kettles of pot-ftonc. 

The old tobacco-pipes of the Indians are likewife made of clay, or pot-ftone, or 
ferpentinc-ftone. The firft fort are fliaped like our tobacco-pipes, though much 
coarfcr and not fo well made. The tube is thick and fhort, hardly an inch long, 
but fometimes as long as a finger; their colour comes neareft to that of our tobacco- 
pipes which have beta long ulcd. Their tobacco-pipes of pot-ftone are made of the 
fame ftone as their kettles. Some of them are pretty well made, though they had 
neither iron nor ftcel. But befidvs thefe kinds of tobacco-pipes, we find another fort 
of pipes, which are made with great ingenuity, of a very fine red pot-ftone, or 3 
kind of ferpentine marble. They are very fcarce, and feluom made ufe of by any 
other than the Indian fachems, or elders. The fine red ftone, of which thefe pipes 
are made, is likewife very fcarce, and is found only in the country of thofe Indians 
who are called Ingoucz, and who, according to father Charlevoix, live on the other 
fide of the river Miflifippi*. The Indians themfelvcs commonly value a pipe of this 
kind as much as a piece of filver of the fame fizc, and fometimes they make it ftill 
dearer. Of the fame kind of ftone commonly confifts their pipe of peace, which the 
French call calumet de paix, and which they make ufe of in their treaties of peace 
and alliances. Moll authors who have wrote of thefe nations mention this mftrument, 
and I intend to fpeak of it when an opportunity offers. 

The Indians employ hooks made of bone, or bird’s claws, inftead of fifhing-hooks. 
Some of the oldeft Swedes here told me, that when they were young, a great number 
of Indians had been in this part of the country, which was then called New Sweden, 
and had caught fifhes in the river Delaware with thefe hooks. 

They made fire by rubbing one end of a hard piece of wood continually againft 
another dry one, till the wood began to fmoke, and afterwards to burn. 

Such were the tools of the ancient Indians, and the ufe which they made of them, 
before the Europeans invaded this country, and before they (the Indians) were ac¬ 
quainted with the advantages of iron. Norths America abounds in iron-mines, and 
tiie Indians lived all about the country befojjd the arrival of the Europeans, fo that 
feveral places can he ihewn in this country where at prefent there are iron-mines, and 
inhere not a hundred years ago, ftood great w j>wns or villages of the Indians. It is 

• See his Journal hilloriquc d’un voyage de l’Amcrique. Tome v. p.m. 311. and the 13th Tetter. 
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therefore very remarkable, that the Indians did not knowhow to makeufeof^a metal 
Or oitf which was always under their eyes, and on which they could not a void, treading 
every day. They even lived upon the very fpots where iron ores were afterwards 
found, and yet they often went many miles in order to get a wretched hatchet, knife, 

* or the like, as above defcribed. They were forced to employ feveral days in order to 
fharpen their tools, by rubbing them again ft a rock, or other ftones, though the ad¬ 
vantage was for from being equal to the labour. For they could never cut down a 
thick tree with their hatchets, and with difficulty they felled a fmall one. They could 
not hollow out a tree with their hatchets, or do ft hundredth part of the work whicli 
we can perform with eafe, by the help of Our iron hatchets. Thus we fee how dif-' 
advantageous the ignorance and inconfiderate contempt of ufeful arts is. Happy is the 
■ country which knows their full value! 

January the 5th. Chriftmas-day was celebrated this day by the Swedes and Engliih, 
for they kept them to the old ftile. 

January the 6th. There are a great number of hares in this country, but they 
differ from our Swedifh ones in their fize, which is very fmall, and but little bigger 
than that of a rabbit; they keep alinoft the fame grey colour both in fummer and 
winter, which our northern hares have in fummer only; the tip of their ears is al¬ 
ways grey, and not black j the tail is likewife grey on the upper fide, at all feafoils; 
they breed feveral times a year : in fpring they lodge their young ones in hollow trees, 
and in fummer, in the months of June and July, they breed in the grafs. When 
they are furprifed they commonly take refuge in hollow trees, out of which they are 
taken by means of a crooked flick, or by cutting a hole into the tree, oppolite to 
the place where they lie; or by'fmoke. which is occafioned by making a fire on the 
4 outfide of the tree. On all thefe occauons the greyhounds muft be at hand. Thefc 
hares never bite, and can be touched without any danger. In day-time they ufually 
lie in hollow trees, and hardly ever ftir from thcuce, unlefs they be difturbed by men 
or dogs; but in the night they come out, and feek their food. In bad weather, 
or when it fnows, they lie clofe for a day or two, and do not venture to leave their 
retreats. They do a great deal of mifehief in the cabbage-fields; but apple-trees 
fuffer infinitely more from them, for they peel off all the bark next to the ground; 
The people here agreed that the hares arc fatter in a cold and fevere winter, than in 
a mild and wet one, of which they could give me feveral reafons, from their own con¬ 
jectures. 'f he {kin is ufelefs, becaufe it is fo loofe that it can be drawn off; for when 
you would feparate it from the flelh, you need only pull at the fur, and the (kin fol¬ 
lows : thefe hares cannot be tamed. They were at all times, even in themidft of win-* 
>ter, plagued with a number of common fleas*. 

Jan*. 16th. The common mice were in great abundance in the towns and in the 
country; they do as much mifehief as in the old countries. Oldmixon in his book, 
the Britifli Empire in America, vol.i. p. 444, writes, that North America had neither 
rats nor mice before European fhips brought them over. How far this is true I know, 
not. It is undoubted, that in feveral defort places, where no man ever lived, I have 
feen and killed the common mice in crevices of ftones or mountains; and is it pro¬ 
bable that all fuch mice as are fpread in this manner, throughout the inland 
* 

* This account fuflicicntly proven, that thefe hares arc a fpecies diftinft* from our European reddifh 
grey kind, and alfo of that fpecies or variety only, which in the northern parts of Europe and Aha is 
white in winter, with black tipped ears, and has a grey coat in fummer. Upon a clofer examination' 
naturalifts will perhaps find n#re characters to diftinguifli them more accurately. F. 

I. 
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parts'of the country, derive their origin from thofe which were brought over From 
Europe? 

Rats likewife may be ranked among thofe animals which do great damage in this 
country. They live both in the cities and in the country, and deftroy their provisions. 
Their lize is the fame with that of our rats, but their colour differs; for they are grey, 
or blue-grey. I enquired of the Swedes, whether thefe rats had been here prior to the 
arrival of the Europeans, or whether they came over in the fliips ? But I could not get an 
anfwer which I might depend upon. All agreed, that a number of thefe dangerous 
Sand milchievous animals were every year brought to America, by fliips from Europe 
and other countries. But Mr. Bartram maintained, that before the Europeans fettled 
here, rats had been in the country ; for he law a great number of them on the high 
mountains which are commonly called the blue mountains, where they lived among 
Hones, and in the fubterraneous grottoes which are in thofe mountains. They always 
lie very clofe in the day-time, and you hardly ever fee one out; but at night they come 
out, and make a terrible noife. When the cold was very violent, they feemed quite 
torpid ; for during the continuance of the cold weather, one could not hear the leaft 
noife or Ihrieking, occafioned by them. It is to be obferved, that neither the Swedes 
nor the Englilh have any dark windows in their houiVs here. There is hardly a 
dormer-window in the garret; but only loofe boards. The walls in the wooden houfes 
are frequently not doled, even with mofs; fo that the roo'ms, though they have fires 
in them, are no warmer than the outfide apartment, or hall. The rooms where, the 
fervants fleep have never any *fire in them, though the winter is pretty i’evere fomc- 
times. The rats have therefore, little or no warmth in winter; but as foon as a 
milder feafon makes its appearance, they come out again. We obferved feveral times 
this winter, that the rats were very active, and made ah unufual noife all night, juft 
before a feverc cold. It feems, they had fome fenfation of cold w'eather being at hand j 
and that they therefore eat fufficiently, or ftored up provifions. In mild weather, they 
were ufed to carry away apples, and other provifions: therefore, we could always 
conclude with certainty, when the rats made an uncommon noife at night or were 
extremely greedy, that a feverc cold would enfue. I have already obferved, that the 
grey fquirrds in this country have the fame quality. When thefe, and the common 
mice eat maize, they do not confume the whole grains, but only the loofe, fweer, and 
foft kernel, and leave the reft. 

Jan 21 ft. . The cold now equalled that of Sweden, though this country is fo much 
more foutherly. The Celfian or Swedilh thermometer was twenty two degrees below 
•the freezing point in the morning. As the rooms are without any fhutters here, the 
cracks in the walls not clofed with mofs, and fometimes no fire-place or chimney in the 
room, the winters here mult be very difagreeable to one who is ufed to our Stfedilh 
warm winter-rooms. But the greateft comfort here is, that the cold is of a very Ihort 
duration. Some days of this month, the room which I lodged in was fuch, that I could 
not write two lines before the ink would freeze in my pen. When I did not write, I 
could not leave the ink-ftand on the table; but was forced to put it upon the hearth, 
or into my pocket. Yet, notwithftanding it was fo cold, as appears from the meteo¬ 
rological obiervations annexed to this work; and though it lnowed fometimes for 
feveral days and nights together, and the fnow lay near fix inches high upon the 
ground; yet all the cattle are obliged to Itay, day and night, in the fields during 
the whole winter. For neither the Englilh nor the Swedes had any ftables; but the 
Germans and^Dutch had preferved the cuftom of their coui n r y , and generally kept 
their cattle uTftablcs during winter. Almoft all the old Swedes fay, that on their 
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firft arrival in this country, they made ftables for their cattle, as is ufual in Sweden; 
but as the Englifh came and fettled among them, and left their cattle in the fields 
all winter, as is cuftomary in England, they left off their former cuffom and adopted 
the Englifh one. They owned, however, that the cattle fuffered greatly in winter 
when it was very cold, efpecially when it froze after a rain ; and that fome cattle were 
killed by it in feveral places, in the long winter of the year 1741. About noon, the 
cattle went out into the woods, where there were yet fotne leaves on the young oak; 
but they did not eat the leaves, and dnly bit off the extremities of the branches and* 
the tops of the youngelt oaks. The horfes went into the maize fields, and eat the dry 
leaves on the few (talks which remained. The fh. ;p ran about the woods and on the 
corn-fields. The chickens perched on the trees of the gardens at night; for they had 
no particular habitations. The hogs were likewife expofed to the roughnefs of the- 
weather, within a finall inclofure. 

A fmall kind of birds, which the Swedes call fnow-bird, and the Englifh chuck-bird, 
came into the houfes about this time. At other times, they fought their food along 
the roads. They are feldoin feen but when it fnows. Catefby, in his Natural Hiflory 
of Carolina, calls it paffer nivalis; and Dr. Linnaeus, in his Syftcma Naturae, calls it 
emberiza hycmalis. 

The river Delaware ws^ now covered with ice oppofite Philadelphia, and even 
fomewhat lower, and the people could walk over it; but nobody ventured to ride over 
on horfeback. 

Jan. 2ad. There are partridges in this country ; but they are not of the farm kind 
with ours. The Swedes called them fometimes rapphons (partridges), and fmnetimes 
aekkerhoens (quails). Some ,of the Englifh likewife called them partridges, others 
quails. Their fhape is almoft the fame with that of the European partridges, and their 
nature and qualities the lame: I mean, they run and hide themfelves, when purfued. 
But they are ftnallcr, and entirely different in colour. In this work 1 cannot infert 
at large, the deferiptions which I have made of birds, in lefts, quadrupeds, and plants; 
becaufc it would fwell my volume too much. I only obferve, that the feet are naked 
and'not hairy; the back is fpotted with brown, black, and white; the bread is dark 
yellow; and the belly whitifh, with black edges on the tips of the feathers. Thefize' 
is nearly that of a hazel-hen, or tetrao bonafia. Above each eye is a narrow ftroka of 
whitifh yellow'. Theft* birds are numerous in this part of the country. On going but 
a little way, you meet with great coveys of them. However, they keep at a great 
diftance from towns; being either extirpated or frightened there by the frequent 
(hooting. They are always in Idler or greater coveys, do not fly very much, but run 
in the fields, and keep under the buflies and near the inclofures, where they fio.k 
their food. They are reckoned very delicious food ; and the people here prepare than 
in different ways. For that purpole they are caught, and fhot in great numbers. 
.They are caught by putting up a fieve, or a fquare open box, made of boards, in the 
places they frequent The people drew feme oats under the fieve, and lift it up on 
one fide by a little flick, and as loon as the partridges are got under the fieve, iu order 
to pick up the oats, it falls, and they are caught alive. Sometimes they get feveral 
partridges at once. When they run in the bufhes, you can come very near them, 
without darting them. When they fleep at night, they come together .in an heap. 
They fcratch in the buflies and upon the field, like common chickens. In fpriug they 
make their nefts, either under a bufh or in the maize fields, or on the hills in the open 
air; they fcratch fome together, into which they lay about thirteen white eggs. 
They eat feveral forts of corn, and feeds of grafs. They have likewife been feen eating 
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the berries of fumach, or rhus'flabra. Some people have taken them young, and kept 
them in a cage till they were tame : then they let them go; and they fdllowed mc^ 
chickens, and never left the courtyards. 

The inclofures made ufe of in Penfylvania and New Jerfey, but efpecially in New 
York, are thofe, which on account of their ferpentine form refembling worms, are 
called worm-fences in Englilh. The poles which compofe this fence are taken from 
different trees; but they are not all of equal duration: the red cddar is reckoned |he 
• mod durable of any, -for it holds out above thirty years: but it is very fcarce, at\d 
grows only in a fingle place hereabouts, fo that no fences can be made of it. It is 
„ true, the fences about Philadelphia (which however are different from the worm-fences) 
are all made of red cedar; but it has been brought by water from Egg-harbour, where 
it grows in abundance. The fupports on which the poles lie are made of the white cedar, 
or cupreflus thyoides, and the poles which are laid between them of the red cedar or 
juniperus Virginiana. Next to the cedar-wood, oak and chefnut are reckoned bell. 
Chefnut is commonly preferred, but it is not every where fo plentiful as to be made 
into fences; in its ftead they make ufe of feveral forts of oak. In order to make 
inclofures, the people do not cut down the young trees, as is common with us, but 
they fell here and there thick trees, cut them in feveral places, leaving the pieces as 
long as it is neccfTary, andfplit them into poles of the ufuul thicknefs; a fingle tree 
affords a multitude of poles. Several old men in this country told me, that the Swedes, 
on their arrival here, made* fuch inclofures as are ufual in Sweden, but they were 
forced to leave off in a few years time, becaufe they could not get pofts enough ; for 
they had found by experience, that a port being put into the ground would not laft 
above four or fix years before the part underground* was entirely rotten ; but the chief 
thing was, that they could not get any Twitches for to tie them together; they made 
fome of hiccory, which is one of the tougheft trees in this country, and of the white 
oak ; but in the fpace of a year or two the Twitches were rotten, and the fence fell in 
pieces of itfelf, therefore they were forced to give over making fuch inclofures. Several 
of the new comers again attempted, but with the fame bad fuccefs, to make fences 
with pofts and Twitches. The Swedilh way of inclofing therefore will not fucceed 
here. Thus the worm-fences are one of the moil ufeful forts of inclofures, efpecially 
as they cannot get any poll, made of the woods of this country, to flay above fix or 
eight years in the ground without rotting. The poles in this country are very heavy, 
and the pofts cannot bear them well, efpecially when it blows a ftorm ; Jbut the worm- 
fences are cafily put up again when they are thrown down. Experience has lhewn 
that an inclofure made of chefnut or white oak feldom holds out above ten or twelve 
years, before the poles and pofts are thoroughly rotten: when the poles are made of 
other wood, the fences hardly Hand fix tfr eight years. Confidering how much more 
wood the worm-fences require, (fince they run in bendings) than other inclofures 
which go in ftraight lines, and that they are fo foon ufelefs, one may imagine how the 
forefts will be confumed, and what fort of an appearance the country will have forty or 
fifty years hence, in cafe no alteration is made; efpecially as woods is really fquandered 
away in immenfe quantities, day and night all the winter, or nearly one half of the year, 
for fuel. 

Feb. 8th. The mulk-rats, fo called by the Englilh in this country, on account of 
their feent, are pretty common in North America; they always live near the water, 
efpecially on the banks of lakes, rivers, and brooks. On travelling to places where 
toey are, you fe^the holes which they have dug in the ground juft at the water's edge, 
or a little above its furface. In thefe holes they have their nefts, and there they con- 



KALM's TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA. §71 

tinue whenever they are not in the water in purfuit of food. The Swedes call them 
defmans rattor *, and the French, rats mufques. Linnasus calls this animal caftor 
zibethicus. Their food is chiefly the mufcles which lie at the bottom of lakes and 
riven; you fee a number of fuch Ihells near the entrance of their holes. I am told 
they likewife eat feveral kinds of. roots and plants. They differ from the European 
mufk-rat, or Linnaeus’s caftor mofehatus. The teeth are the fame in both; the tail of 
the American is comprefled on the fides fo, that one iharp edge goes upwards and the 
other downwards: the hind feet are not palmated, or joined by a moveable (kin, b.ut 
are peculiar for having on both fides of the feet, long, white, clofe, pe&inated, off- 
ftanding hair, befides the fhort hair with which the feet are quite covered. Such hairs 
are on both fides of the toes, and do the fame fervice in fwimming as a web. Their 
fize is that of a little cat, or to be more accurate, the length of the body is about ten 
inches, and the tail of the fame length : the colour of the head, neck, back, fides, and 
of the outfide of the thighs, is blackifh brown; the hairs are foft and ihining; under' 
the neck, on the breads, and on the infide of the thighs, they are grey. They make 
their nefts in the dykes that are ere&ed along the banks of rivers to keep off the water 
from the adjoining meadows; but they often do a great deal of damage, by fpoiling 
the dykes with digging, and opening pafiages for the water to come into the meadows j 
whereas beavers flop up all the holes in a dyke or bank. They make their nefts of 
twigs and fuch like things externally, and carry foft ftuff into them for their young ones 
to he upon. The Swedes afferted that they could nevei; obferve a diminution in their 
number, but believed that they were as numerous at prefent as formerly. As they 
damage the banks fo confiderably the people are endeavouring to extirpate them when 
they can find out their nefts the ikin i§ paid for, and this is an encouragement to¬ 
wards catching the animal. A Ikin of a mufk-rat formerly coft but threepence, but 
at prefent they gave from fixpence to ninepence. The fkins are chiefly employed by 
hatters, who make hats of the hair, which are faid to be nearly as good as beaver hats. 
The mufk-rats are commonly caught in traps, with apples as baits. In the country of 
the Iroquefe, 1 faw thole Indians following the holes of the mufk-rats, by digging till 
they came to their nefts, where they killed them all. Nobody here eats their flem j I 
do not know whether the Indians eat it, for they are commonly not over nice in the 
choice of meat. The mufk-bag is put between the cloaths, in order to preferve them 
againft worms. It is very difficult to extirpate thefe rats when they are once fettlea 
in a bank. A Swede, however, told me, that he had freed his bank, or piece of dyke 
along the river, from them in the following manner: he fought for all their holes^ 
flopped them all up with earth, excepting one, on that fide from whence the wind 
came. He put a quantity of fulphur into the open entrance, fet fire to it, and then 
dofed the hole, leaving but a fmall one for the wind to pafs through. The finoke of 
the fulphur then entered their moll remote nefts, and ftifled all the animals. As fooa 
as the fulphur was burnt, he was obliged to dig up part of the ground in the bank,, 
where they had their nefts; and he found them lie dead by heaps. He fold the fkins, 
and they paid his trouble, not to mention the advantage he got by clearing his bank of 
the mufk-rats. 

Beavers were formerly abundant in New Sweden, as all the old Swedes here told 
me. At that time they faw one bank after ano ther railed in the rivers by beavers. 


or. 


* Dtfm fignifiea mufk in the Swedifh, and in Ibme provincial dialed* of the German language; con ft' 
fluently, defman rat it nothing,but mufk-rat j and from hence M. dc Buffon has formed his admail 
Ruffian mufk-rat. F. 
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But after the Europeans came .over in great numbers, and cultivated the country 
better, the beavers have been partly killed, and partly extirpated, and partly are re¬ 
moved higher into the country, where the people are not fo numerous. Therefore 
there is but a fingle place in Penfylvania where beavers are to be met with; .their 
chief food is the bark of the beaver-tree, or magnolia glauca, which they prefer to any 
other. The Swedes therefore put branches of this tree near the beaver-dykes, into 
traps, which they laid for the beavers, whilft they were yet plentiful; and they could 
alrnoft be certain of good fuccefe. Some perfons in Philadelphia have tamed beavers, 
fo’ that they go a fifliing with them, and they always come back to their mafters. Major* 1 
Roderfert, in New York, related that he had a tame beaver above half a year in his 
houfe, where he went about quite loole, like a dog. The Major gave him bread, and 
fometimes fifli, which he was very greedy of: he got as mucn water in a bowl as he 
wanted. All the rags and foft things he could meet with he dragged into a corner, 
where he was ufed to fleep, and made a bed of them. The cat in the houfe having 
kittens, took poffeffion of his bed, and he did not hinder her. When the cat went 
out, the beaver often took the kitten between his fore-paws, and held it to his breaft to 
warm it, and doated upon it; as foon as the cat returned he gave her the kitten again. 
Sometimes he grumbled, but never did any hurt, or attempted to bite. 

The Englilh and the Swedes gave the name of mink to an animal of this country, 
which likewife lives either in the water, or very near it. I have never had an opportunity 
to fee any more than the Ikin of this animal; but the lhape of the Ikin, and the unani¬ 
mous accounts I have heard of it make me conclude, with much certainty, that it be¬ 
longed to the genus of weafels or muftelae. The greateft Ikin I ever faw, was one foot 
eight inchesdong, a leffer one was about ten inches long, and about three inches one- 
third broad, before it was cut; the colour was dark brown, and fometimes alrnoft 
black ; the tail was bufliy, as that of a marten ; the hair was very clofe, and the cars 
fhort, with fhort hair. The length of the feet belonging to the Idler ikin was about 
two inches long. I am told this animal is fo fimilar to the American polecat, or 
viverra putorius, that they are hardly diftinguifhable *. I have had the following 
accounts given me of its way of living: it feldotn appears in day time, but at night it 
comes out of the hollow trees, on the banks of rivers. Sometimes it lives in the 
docks and bridges, at Philadelphia, where it is a cruel enemy to the rats. Sometimes 
If gets into the court-yards at night, and creeps into the cliicken-houfe, through a fmall 
hole, where it kills all the poultry, and fucks their bjood, but feldom eats one. if it 
meets with geefe, fowls, ducks, or other birds on the road, it kills and devours them. 
‘It lives upon fifli and birds. ' When a brook is near the houfes, it is not cafy to keep 
ducks and geefe, for the mink, which lives near rivers, kills the young ones. It firft 
kills as many as it can come at, and then it carries them off, and feafts upon them; In 
banks and dykes near the water, it likewife does mifehief with digging. To catch it 
the people put up traps, into which they put heads of bi*ds, fifhes, or other meat. The 
fkin is fold in the towns, and at Philadelphia; they give twenty-pence and even two 
{hillings a-piece for them, according to their fize. Some of the ladies get muffs made 
of thefc Ikins j but for the greateft part they are fent over to England, from whence 
they are diftributed to other countries. The old Swedes told me that the Indians for¬ 
merly ufed to eat all kinds of flefh, except that of the mink. 

I have already mentioned fomething of the raccoon; I Ihall here add more of the 

**Yhc mink, or minx,i# a kind of fmall otter, which is ci ,Jby Dr. la’nnxua, muftela lutreola, in his 

fyftcra, i. p. 66. F. mttT ^ 


nature 
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nature of thifi Aohsal, in a place which is properly it» native country *. The Englilh 
call it everywhere by the name of raccoon, which name they have undoubtedly taken 
from one of the Indian nations; the Dutch call it hefpan; the Swedes, efpan; and the 
Iroquefe, attigbro. It commonly lodges in hollow trees, lies clofe in the day-time, 
never going out but on a dark cloudy day; but at night it rambles and feeks its food. 

I have been told by feveral people, t hat in bad weather, efpecially when it fnows and 
blows a ftorm, the raccoon lies in its hole for a week together, without coming out 
oncd ; during that time it lives by fucking and licking its paws. Its food are feveral 
forts of fruit, fuch as maize, whilft the ears are /"oft. In gardens it often does a great 
deal*of damage among the apples, chefnuts, plumbs, and wild grapes, which are what 
it likes beft ; among the poultry it is very cruel. When it finds the hens on their 
eggs, it firft kills them, and then eats the eggs. It is caught by dogs, which trace it 
back to its neft, in hollow trees, or by fnares and traps, in which a chicken, fome other,, 
bird, or a fifh, is put as a bait. Some people eat its flelh. It leaps with all its feet at 
once; on account of this and of feveral other qualities, many people here reckoned it to 
the genus of bears. The fltin fold for eightecn-pence at Philadelphia. I was told .that 
the raccoons were not near fo numerous as they were formerly ; yet in the more in¬ 
land parts they were abundant. I have mentioned the ufe which the hatters make of 
their furs; as likevvife that they are eafily tamed, that they are very greedy of 
fweet-meats, &c. in the preceding pages. Of all the North American wild quadrupeds 
none can be tamed to fuch a degree as this. . 

February 1 oth. In the morning I went to Philadelphia, where I arrived towards night. 

On my arrival at the ferry upon the river Delaware, I found the river quite covered 
with drifts of ice, which at firft prevented our crofting the water. After waiting about 
an hour, and making an opening near the ferry, I, together with many more paflen- 
gers, got over before any more Ihoals came on. As it began to freeze very hard foon 
after the twelfth of January (or new year, according to the old ftyle) the river Dela¬ 
ware was covered with ice, which by the intenfenefs of the froft grew fo ftrong, that 
the people crofted the river with horfes at Philadelphia. The ice continued till the 
eighth of February, when it began to get loofe, and the violent hurricane, which hap¬ 
pened that night, broke it, and it was driven clown fo f'aft, that on the twelfth of Fe¬ 
bruary not a fingle Ihoal came down, excepting a piece or two near the ihore. 

Crows flew in great numbers together to-day, and fettled on the tops of trees. 
During the whole winter we hardly obferved one, though they arc faid to winter tlfere. 
During all this fpring they commonly ufed to fit at the tops of trees in the morning 
yet not all together, but in feveral trees. They belong to the noxious birds in this part 
of the world, for they chiefly live upon corn. After the maize is planted or fown, they 
fcratch the grains out of the ground and eat them. When the maize begins to ripen, 
they peck a hole into the involucrum which furrounds the ear, by which means the 
maize is fpoiled, as the rain paffes through the hole which they have made, and occafions 
the putrefaftion of the corn. Befides eating corn, they likewife fteal chickens. They 
are very fond of dead carcaffcs. Some years ago the government of Penfylvania had 
given threepence, and that of New Jerfey fourpence premium for every head of a crow, 
but this law has now been repealed, as the expences are too great. I have feen the 
young crows of this kind in feveral places playing with tame ones whofe wings were cut. 
The latter hopped about the fields, near the farm-houfes where they belonged to, but 
always returned again, without endeavouring to elcape on any occafion. Thefe Ame¬ 
rican crows are only a variety of the Royfton crow, or Linnaeus's corvus cornix. 

Feb. 12th. In the afternoon I returned to Raccoon from Philadelphia. 

* The *‘llage of Raccoon, * 
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On my journey to Raccobn, I attentively obferved the trees which had yet any 
leaves left. The leaves were pale and dried up, but not all dropt from the following 
trees: •. .... 

The beech-tree, (fagus fylvatica) whether great or fmall; it always kept'a con- 
fiderable part of its leaves during the whole winter, even till fpring. The greater 
trees kept the lowermoft leaves. 

The white oak (quercus alba). Moil of the young trees, which were not above a 
quarter of a yard in diameter, had the greateil part of their leaves ftill on them* but 
tne old trees had loft moil of theirs, < except in fome places where they have got new 
ihoots. The colour of the dry leaves, was much paler in the white oak than in the 
black one. 

The black oak (as it is commonly called here). Dr. Linnaeus calls it the red oak, 

• quercus rubra. Moil of the young trees ftill preferred their dried leaves. Their 
colour was reddiih brown, and darker than that of the white oak. 

The Spaniih oak, which is a mere variety of the black oak. The young trees of 
this’kind likewife keep their leaves. 

A fcarce fpecies of oak which is known by its leaves having a triangular apex or top, 
whofe angles terminate in a ihort briftle; the leaves are fmooth below, but woolly 
above*. The young oaks of this fpecies had ftill their leaves. 

When I came into any wood where the above kinds of oaks were only twenty years, 
and even not fo old, I always found the leaves on them. 

It feems that Providence has, befides other views, aimed to proteQ: feveral forts of 
birds, it being very cold and ftormy about this time, by preferving even the dry leaves 
on thefe trees. 1 have this winter at feveral times feen birds hiding in the trees covered 
with old leaves, during a fevere cold or ftorm. 

Feb. 13th. As I began to dig a hole to-day, I found feveral infeds which were 
crept deep into the ground in order to pafs the winter. As foon as they came to the 
air, they moved their limbs a little, but had not ftrength fufficient for creeping, except 
the black ants, which crept a little, though {lowly. 

Formica nigra, or the black ant, were pretty numerous, and fomewhat lively. They 
lay about ten inches below the furface. 

Carabus latus. Some of thefe lay at the fame depth with the ants. This is a very 
common infed in all North America. 

Scarabajus; chefnut-coloured, with a hairy thorax; the elytrae fliorter than the 
abdomen, with feveral longitudinal lines, befet with hair. It is fomething fimilar 
to the cock-chaffer, but differs in many refpe&s. 1 found it very abundant in the 
ground. 

Gryllus campeftris, or the field-cricket. They lay ten inches deep; they were 
quite torpid, but as foon as they came into a warm place, they revived and were quite 
lively. In fummer I have found thefe crickets in great plenty in all parts of North 
America where I have been. They leaped about on the fields, and made a noife like 
that of our common houfe crickets, fo that it would be difficult to diftinguifh them by 
their chirping. They fometimes make fo great a ftoife that it caufes pain in the ears, 
and even two people cannot underftand each other. In fuch places where the rattle- 
fnakes live, the field-crickets are very difagreeable, and in a manner dangerous, for 
their violent chirping prevents the warning which that horrid fnake gives with its 
ragle from reaching the ear, and thus deprives one of the means of avoiding it. I 

* This feems to be nothing but a variety of the quercus rubra, Linn. F. 
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have already mentioned that they likewife winter fometimes in chimnies. Here they 
fie all winter in the ground, but at the beginning of March, as the air was grown warm, 
they came out of their holes, and began their mufic, though at firft it was but very 
fkint and rarely heard. When we were forced on our travels to deep in uninhabited 
places, the crickets had got into the folds of our clothes, fo that we were obliged 
to ftop an hour every morning in examining our clothes, before we could get rid of 
them. 

The red ants (formica rufa) which in Sweden make the great ant-hills, I likewife 
found to-day and the following day; they were not in the ground, for when my fervarit 
Yungftroera cut down old dry trees, he met with a number of them in the cracks of 
the tree. Thefe cracks were at the height of many yards in the tree, and the ants 
were crept fo high, in order to find their winter habitation. As foon as they came 
into a warm place, they began to ftir about very brifkly. 

Feb. 14th. The Swedes and the Englifh gave the name of blue bird to a very 
pretty little bird, which was of a fine blue colour. Linnaeus calls it motacilla fialis. 
Catefby has drawn it in his Natural Hiftory of Carolina, vol. 1. pi. 47, and defcribedit 
by the name of rubecula Americana caerulea; and Edwards has reprefented it in his 
Natural Hiftory of Birds, plate and page 24. In my own journal I called it motacilla 
caerulea nitida, peftore rufo, ventre albo. In Catefby’s plate I muft obferve, that the 
colour of the bread ought to be dirty red or ferruginous; the tibiae and feet black as 
jet; the bill too fhould be quite black; the blue colour in general ought to be much 
deeper, more lively and fhining; no bird in Sweden lias fo Alining and deep a blue 
colour as this. The jay has perhaps a plumage like it. The food of the blue bird is 
not merely infers, he likewife feeds upon plants; therefore in winter, when no in- 
feds are to be met with, they'come to tne farm-houfes in order to fubfiil on the feeds 
of hay and other finall grains. 

Red-bird is another fpecies of fmall bird. Catefby has likewife figured it*. 
Dr. Linnaeus calls it loxia cardinalis. It belongs to that clafs of birds which are 
enemies to bees, lying in wait for them and eating them. I fed a cock for five months 
together in a cage; it eat both maize and buck-wheat, for I gave it nothing elfe. By 
its fong it attra&ed others of its fpccies to the court-yard; and after we had put fome 
maize on the ground under the window where I had it, the others came there every 
day to get their food; it was then eafy to catch them by means of traps. Some of 
them, efpecially old ones, both cocks and hens, would die with grief on bring put 
into cages. Thofe on the other hand which were grown tame, began to fing exceed¬ 
ingly fweet. Their note very nearly refembles that of our European nightingale, and* 
on account of their agreeable fong, they are fent to London in cages. They have 
fuch ftrength in their bill that when you hold your hand to them they pinch it fo 
hard as to caufe the blood to iffue forth. In fpring they lit warbling on the tops of 
the higheft trees in the woods in the morning. But in cages they fit quite Hill for an 
hour $ the next hour they hop up and down, finging; and fo they go on alter¬ 
nately all day. 

Frit. 17th. Cranes (ardea Canadenfis) were fometimes feen Hying in the day-time 
to the northward. They commonly flop here early in fpring, for a fhort time, but 
they do not make their nefts here, for they proceed on more to the north. Certain 
old Swedes told me that in their younger years, as the country was not yet much cul¬ 
tivated, an incredible number of cranes were here every fpring; but at prefent they 

• See Catefby’s Natural Hiftory, vol. t. pi. 38. Coccothrauftes rubra. 

t. 4 are 



536 . kalm’s travels IN NORTH AMERICA. 

are not fo numerous. Several people who have fettled here eat their ilelh, when they 
can fhoot them. They are faid to do no harm to corn or the like. 

Feb. 33d. This morning I went down to Penn’s Neck, and returned in the 
evening. 

Snow lay yet in feveral parts of the woods, efpecially where trees the flood very thick, 
and the fun could not make its way ; however, it was not above four inches deep. All 
. along the roads was ice, efpecially in the woods, and therefore it was very difficult to 
ride horfcs which were not fharp-fhoed. The people who are fettled here know little 
of fledges, but ride on horfeback to .church in winter, though the fnow is fometimcs 
near a foot deep. It lays feidotn above a week before it melts, and then fome frefh 
fnow falls. 

A fpecies of birds, called by the Swedes maize-thieves, do the greatcfl mifchief in 
this country. They have given them that name becaufe they eat maize both publicly 
and fecretly, juft after it is fown and covered with the ground, and when it is ripe. The 
Englifh call them black-birds. There are two fpecies of them, both defcribed and 
drawn by Catefby *. Though they are very different in fpecies, yet there is fo great a 
friendfhip between them, that they frequently accompany each other in mixed flocks. 
However, in Penfylvania, the firft fort are more obvious, and often fly together, with¬ 
out any of the red-winged flares. The firft fort, or the purple daws, bear, in many 
points, fo great a Jikcntfs to the daw, the flare, and the thruih, that it is difficult to 
determine to which genus tljey are to be reckoned, but feetn to come ncareft to the 
flare; for the bill is exaftly the fame with that of the thrufh, but the tongue, the flight, 
their fitting on the trees, their fong, and fhape, make it entirely a flare ; at a diflance 
they lookalmoft black, but clofeby they have a very blue or purple call, but not fo 
much as Catefby’s print: their fize is that of a flare; the bill is conic, almofl fub.ulated, 
ftrait, convex, naked at the bafe, black, with almofl equal mandibles, the upper being 
only a very little longer than the lower ; the noftrilsare oblong, yet a little angulated, 
fo as to form almofl fquares : they are placed obliquely at the bafe of the bill, and 
have no hair; there is a little horny knob, or a fmall prominence, on the upper fide of 
them: the tongue is fharp and bifid at the point: the iris of the eyes is pale: the 
forehead, the crown, the nucha, the upper part, and the fides of the neck, are of an 
obfeure blue and green fhining colour: the fides of the head under the eyes are 
obfeurely blue ; all the back and coverts of the wings arc purple ; the upper coverts 
of the tail are not of fo confpicuous a purple colour, but as it were blackened with 
foot: the nine primary quill-fcathers are black : the other fecondary ones are likewile 
' black, but their outward margin is purple; the twelve tail feathers have a blackifh 
purple colour, and their tips are round ; thofeon the outfidc are the fhortefl, and the 
middle extremely long. When the tail is fpread, it looks round towards t'he ex¬ 
tremity. The throat is blucifh green, and fhining; the breaft is likewile black or 
Ibining green, according as you turn it to the light; the belly is blackifh, and the vent 
feathers are obfeurely purple-coloured ; the parts of the breaft and belly which are 
covered by the wings, are purple-coloured; the wings are black below, or rather 
footy ; and the thighs have blackifh feathers ; the legs (tibite), and the toes are of a 
filming black. It has four toes, as rnoft birds have. The claws are black, and that on 
the back toe is longer than the reft. Dr. Linnaeus calls this bird gracula quifcula. 

• See Catefby’a Natural Hiftory of Carolina, vol. i. tabic 12, the purple daw ; and table 13, the red- 
wieged darling. 

I C A few 



KALM’s TRAVELS in NORTH AMERICA. 527 

A few of thefe turds are faid to winter in fwamps, which are quite overgrown with 
thick woods,; and they only appear in mild weather. But the greateft number go to 
the fouth at the approach of winter. To-day I law them, for the firft time this year. 
They flew in great flocks already. Their chief and moil agreeable food is maize. 
They come in great fwarms in fpring, foon after the maize is put under ground. They 
fcratch up the grains of maize, and cat them. As foon as the leaf comes out, they 
take hold of it with their bills, and pluck it up, together with the corn or grain; and 
thus they give a great deal of trouble to the country people, even fo early in fpring. 
To leffen their greedinefs of maize, fome people dip the grains of that plant in a deco&ion 
of the root of the veratrum album, or white hellebore, (of which I {hall fpeak in the fe- 
quel) and plant them afterwards. When the maize-thief eats a grain or two, which are 
fo prepared, his head is difordered, and he falls down: this frightens his companions, 
and they dare not venture to the place again. But they repay themfelves amply towards 
autumn, when the maize grows ripe; for at that time, they are continually feafting. 
They allemble by thouiands in the maize-fields, and live at diferetion. They are 
very bold; for when they are difturbed, they only go and fettle in another part 
of the field. In that manner they always go from one end of the field to the 
other, and do not leave it till they are quite fatisfied. They fly in incredible fwarms 
in autumn; and it can hardly be conceived whence fuch immenfe numbers of them 
fliould come. When they rife in the air they darken the Iky, and make it look quite 
black. They are then in fuch great numbers, and fo clofe together, that it is furprifing 
how they find room to move their wings. I have known a perfon Ihoot a great number 
of them on one fide of a maize-field, which was far from frightening the reft; for they 
only juft took flight and dropped at abopt the diftance of a mulket-Ihot in another* 
part of the field, and always changed their place when their enemy approached. They 
tired the fportfinan before he could drive them from off the maize, though he killed a 
great many of them at every fhot. They likewife eat the feeds of the aquatic tare-grafs 
(zizania aquatica) commonly late in autumn, after the maize is got in. I am told, they 
likewife eat buck-wheat and oats. Some people fay, that they even eat wheat, barley,, 
and rye, when preffed by hunger; yet, from the beft information I could obtain, they 
have not been found to do any damage to thefe fpecies of corn. In fpring, they fit in 
numbers on the trees, near the farms; and their note is pretty agreeable. As they are 
fo deftrudive to maize, the odium of the inhabitants againft them is carried fo far, that 
the laws of Penfylvania and NewJerfey have fettled a premium of threepence a dozen 
for dead maize-thieves. In New England, the people are ftill greater enemies to them; , 
for I)r. franklin told me, in the fpring of the year 1750, that, by means of the premi¬ 
ums which have been fettled for killing them in New England, they have been fo extir¬ 
pated, that they are very rarely feen, and in a few places only. But as, in the fummer 
of the year 1749, an immenfe quantity of worms appeared on the meadows, which de¬ 
voured the grafs, and did great damage, the people have abated their enmity againft'the 
maize-thieves; for they thought they had obferved, that thofe birds lived chiefly on 
thefe worms before the maize is ripe, and confequently extirpated them, or at leaft pre¬ 
vented their fpreading too much. They feem therefore to be entitled, as it were, to a 
reward for their trouble. But after thefe enemies and deftroyers of the worms (the 
inaize-thieves) were extirpated, the worms were more at liberty to multiply ; and there¬ 
fore they grew fo numerous that they did more mifehief now than the birds did before. 
In the fummer 1749, the worms left fo little hay in New England that the inhabitants 
were forced to get hay from Penfylvania and even from Old England. The maize- 
thieves have enemies befides the human fpecies. A fpecies of little hawks live upon 
* them,, 
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them, and upon other little birds. I law fome of thefe hawks driving up the maize- 
thieves, which were in the grealeft fecurity, and catching them in the air. Nobody eats 
the flefh of the purple maize-thieves or daws (gracula quifcula); but that of the red¬ 
winged maize-thieves, or flares (oriolus phceniceus) is fometimes eaten. Some old pep- 
pie have told me, that this part of America, formerly called New Sweden, ftill contain¬ 
ed as many maize-thieves as it did formerly. The caufe of this they derive from the 
maize, which is now fown in much greater quantity than formerly ; and they think 
•that the birds can get their food with more eafe at prefent. 

The American whortleberry, or the vaccinium hifpidulum, is extremely abundant 
over all North America, and grows in l'uch places where we commonly find our 
whortle-berries in Sweden. The American ones are bigger, but in moft things fo like 
the Swedifh ones, that many people would take them to be mere varieties. The Eng- 
lilh call them cranberries, the Swedes tranbscr, and the French in Canada atopa, which 
is a name they have borrowed from the Indians. They are brought to market every 
Wednefday and Saturday at Philadelphia, late in autumn. They are boiled and pre¬ 
pared in the fame manner as we do our red whortle-berries, or vaccinium vitis idaea j 
and they are made ufe of during winter, and part of fummer, in tarts and other kinds 
of paftry. But as they are very four, they require a deal of fugar; but that is not 
very dear in a country where the fugar-plantations are not.far off. Quantities of thefe 
berries are fent over, preferved, to Europe and to the Weft Indies. 

Mar. 2d. Mytilus anatinus, a kind of mufcic-fhells, was found abundantly in little 
furrows, which croffed the meadows. The (hells were frequently covered on the out- 
fide with a thin cruft of particles of iron, when the water in the furrows came from an 
Iron mine. The Englifhmen and Swedes fettled here, .feldom made any ufe of thefe 
ihells; but the Indians who formerly lived here, broiled them and eat the flefh. Some 
of the Europeans cat them fometimes. 

Mar. 3d. The Swedes call a fpecies of little birds, fnofogel, and the Engliih call it 
fnow-bird. This is Dr. Linnaeus’s emberiza hyemalis. The reafon why it is called 
fnow-bird isbccaufe it never appears in fummer, but only in winter, when the fields are 
covered with fnow. In fome winters they come in as great numbers as the maize- 
thieves, fly about the houfes and barns, into the gardens, and eat the corn, and the feeds 
of grafs, which they find fcattered on the hills. 

At eight o’clock at night wc obferved a meteor, commonly called a fnow- 
fire*. 

Wild pigeons, (columba migratoria), flew in the woods in numbers beyond concep¬ 
tion ; and I was allured that they were more plentiful than they had been for feveraL 
years pad. They came this week, and continued here for about a fortnight, after 
which they all dii'appeared, or advanced further into the country, from whence they 
came. I (hall fpeak of them more particularly in another place. 

Mar. 7th. Several people told me, that it was a certain fign of bad weather here 
when a thunder-dorm arole in the fouth or fouth-weft, if it fpread to the eaft and 
afterwards to the north: but that on the contrary, when it did not fpread at all, or 
when it (pread both eaft and weft, though it (hould rife in fouth or fouth-weft, yet it 
would prognofticate fair weather. To-day it was heard in fouth-weft, but it did not 
fpread at all. 

Till now the froft had continued in the ground, fo that if any one had a mind to dig 
a Jiole, he was forced to cut it through with a pick-axe. However it had not penetrated 


* Probably nothing but an aurora boreal!*. 
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8 bdyf four tncliis deep. But to-day it was quite gone out. This made the foil fo foft, 
thRCoia ri^|f even in the woods, the horfe funk in very deep. 

/, Iioften^S<luired among the old Englilhmen and Swedes, whether they had found 
trees were killed in very fevere winters, or had received much hurt. I was * 
angered, that young hiccory-trees are commonly killed in very cold weather; and 
thi young black oaks likewife fuffer in the fame manner. Nay, fometimes black oaks, 
five inches in diameter, were killed by the froft in a fevere winter, and fometimes, 
though very fcldotn, a Angle mulberry-tree was killed. Peach-trees very frequently 
die in a cold winter, and often all the peach-trees ih a whole diftridt are killed by a 
fevere froft. It has been found repeatedly, with regard to thefe trees, that they can 
ftand the froft much better on hills than in vallies; infomuch, that when the trees in 
a valley wore killed by froft, thofe on a hill were not hurt at all. They allured me 
that they had never obferved that the black walnut-tree, the faffafras, and other trees,* 
had bee n hqrt in winter. In regard to a froft in fpring, they had obferved, at different 
times, that a cold night or two happened often after the trees were furnilhed with pretty 
large leaves, and that by this inoft of the leaves were killed. But the leaves thus 
killed have always been I'upplied by frefh ones. It is remarkable that in fuch cold 
nights the froft a els chiefly upon the more delicate trees, and in fuch a manner that 
all the leaves, to the height of ftven, and even of ten feet from the ground, were killed 
by the froft, and all the top remained unhurt. Several old men affured me they had made 
this observation, and the attentive engineer, Mr. Lewis Evar/S, has fhewn it me among 
his notes. Such a cold night happened here, in ihe year 1746, in the night between 
the 14th and 15th of June, new ftyic, attended with the fame efled, as appears from 
Mr. Evans’s obfervations. The trees which were then in bloffom had loft both their 
leaves and their flowers in thefe parts which were neareft the ground ; fome time after 
they got frefh leaves, but no new flowers. Further it is obfcrvable, that the cold nights 
which happen in fpring and fummer never do any hurt to high grounds, damaging only 
the low and moift ones. They are likewife very perceptible in Yuch places where 
limeftone is to be met with ; and though all the other parts of the country be not vifited 
by fuch cold nights in a fummer, yet thofe where limeftone lies have commonly one 
or two every fummer. Frequently the places where the limeftone lies are fituated on 
a high ground ; but they fuller notwithftanding the ir fituation ; wliilft a little way off in 
a lower ground, where no limeftone is to be found, the cfletts of the cold nights are 
not felt. Mr. Evans was the firft who made this obfervation, and 1 have had occafion 
at different times to fee the truth of it on my travels, as I fliall mention in the fequel. 
The young hiccory-trees have their leaves killed fooner than other trees in fuch a cold 
night, and the young oaks next; this has been obferved by other people, and I have 
' found it to be true in the years 1749 and 1750. 

Mar. 11 th. Of the genus of wood peckers, we find here all thofe which Cate for, 
in his firft volume of the Natural Iliftory of Carolina, has drawn and described. I 
fhall only enumerate them, and add one or two of their qualities; but their description 
at large I defer for another occafion. 

Picus principalis, the king of the wood-peckers, is found here, though very feldom, 
and only at a certain l'cafon. 

Picus pileatus, the crejted wood pecker. Thisl have already mentioned. 

Picus auratus, the gold-winged wood-pecker. 'Phis fpecies is plentiful here, and the 
Swedes call it hittock, and piut; both thefe names have a relation to its note; it is al-.» 
moll continually on the ground, and is not obferved to pick in the trees ; it lives chiefly 
on,„infetts, but fometimes becolncs the prey of hawks; it is commonly very fat, and 
vol. xm. 3 y v its 
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its flefli is very palatable. As it flays all the year, and cannot eaiily get infe&s in win¬ 
ter, it mud doubtlefs eat fome kinds of grafs or plants in the fields. In form, and 
fome of its qualities, make it refemble a cuckow. 

Picus Carolinus, the Carolina wood-pecker. It lives here likewife, and the co¬ 
lour of its head is of a deeper and more fhining red than Catefby has reprefented 
it, vol. i. p. 19.1.19. 

Picus villofus, the fpotted, hairy, middle-fized wood-pecker is abundant here; it 
deflroys the apple-trees by pecking holes into them. 

Picus erythrocephalus, the rcd.headed wood-pecker. This bird was frequent in the 
country, and the Swedes called it merely hackfpick, or wood-pecker. They give the 
fame name to all the birds which I now enumerate, the gold-winged wood-pecker ex¬ 
cepted. This fpecies is definitive to maize fields and orchards, for it pecks through 
.the ears of maize, and eats apples. In fome years they are very numerous, efpecially 
where fweet apples grow, which they eat fo far that nothing but the mere peels re¬ 
main. Some years ago there was a premium of twopence per head paid from the 
public funds, in order to extirpate this pernicious bird, but this law has been repealed. 
They are likewife very fond of acorns. At the approach of winter they travel to the 
foutnward. But when they ftay in numbers in the woods, at the beginnining of win¬ 
ter, the people look upon it as a fign of a pretty mild wjnter. 

Picus varius, the Idler, fpotted, yellow-bellied wood-pecker. Thefe birds are much 
more numerous than many people wifhed ; for this, as well as the preceding and fuc- 
ceeding fpecies, are very hurtful to apple-trees. 

Picus pubefeens, or thg leaft fpotted wood-pecker. This fpecies abounds here. Of 
all the wood-peckers it is the molt dangeraus to orchards, becaufe it is the moil daring. 
As foon as it has pecked a hole into the tree, it makes another clofe to the firft, in a 
horizontal direftion, proceeding till it has pecked a circle of holes round the tree. 
Therefore the apple-trees in the orchards here have fcveral rings round their fteins, 
which lie very clofe above each other, frequently only an inch diftant from each other. 
Sometimes thefe wood-peckers peck the holes fo clofe that the tree dries up. This 
bird, as Catefby remarks, is fo like the letter fpotted wood-pecker, in regard to its 
colour and other qualities, that they would be taken for the fame bird were not the 
former (the picus pubefeens) a great deal lefs. They agree in the bad quality, which 
they both poflefs, of pecking holes into the apple-trees. 

Rana ocellata are a kind of frogs here, which the Swedes call fill-hoppetofler, i. e. 
herring-hoppers, and which now began to quack in the evening, and at night, in 
fwarnns, pools, and ponds. The name which the Swedes give them is derived from 
their beginning to make their noife in fpring, at the,feme time when the people here 
go catching what are called herrings, which however differ greatly from the true Euro¬ 
pean herrings. Thefe frogs have a peculiar note, which is not like that of our Euro¬ 
pean frogs, but rather correfponds with the chirping of fome large birds, and can nearly 
be exprefled by picet. With this noife they continued throughout a great part of 
fpring, beginning their noife foon after fun-fetting, and fiuifliing it juft before l'un-rif- 
ing. The found was /harp, but yet fo loud that it could be heard at a great diftance. 
When they expelled rain they cried much worfe than commonly, and began in the 
middle of the day, or when it grew cloudy, and the rain came ufually fix hours after. 
As it fnowed on the 16th of the next month, and blew very violently all day, there 
was not the leaft fign of them at night; and during the whole time that it was cold, and 
'whilft the fnow lay on the fields, the froft had fo filenced them, that we could not hear 
one: but as foon as the mild weather returned, they began their noife again. They 

were 
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wer* very timorous, and it was difficult to catch them; for as foon as aperfon ap¬ 
proached the place where they lived, they are quite filent, and none of them appeared, 
it feems trail they hide themfelves entirely under water, except the tip of the fnout, 
when they cry. For when I ftepped to the pond where they were in, I could not ob- 
ferve a Angle one hopping into the water. I could not fee any of them before I had 
emptied a whole pool, where they lodged in. Their colour is a dirty green, variegated 
with fpots of brown. When they are touched they make a noife and moan; they, 
then lometimes affurae a form as if they had blown up the hind part of the back, fo 
that it makes a high elevation ; and then they do not ftir, though touched. When they 
are put alive into fpirits of wine, they die within a minute. 

Mar. 12th. The bird which the Englifli and Swedes in this country call robin-red- 
breaft, is found here all the year round. It is a very different bird from that which 
in England bears the fame name. It is Linnaeus’s turdus migratorius. It fings 
very melodioufly, is not very fhy, but hops on the ground, quite clofe to the 
houfes. 

The hazels (corylus aveilana) were now opening their bloffoms. They fucceeded 
beft in a rich mould, and the Swedes reckoned it a fign of a good foil where they found 
them growing. 

Mar. 13th. The alder (bctula alnus) was juft bloffomring. 

The dracontium foetidum grew plentifully in the marfhes, and began to flower. 
Among the (linking plants, this is the molt foetid ; its napfeous feent was fo ftrong 
that I could hardly examine the flower; and when I fmelled a little too long at it my 
head ached. The Swedes call it byqrn-blad (bear’s-leaf) or byorn-retter (bear’s-root.) 
TheEnglilh call it polecat-root, .becaufe i{s effluvia areas naufeous and foetid asthofe 
of the polecat, which I have mentioned before. The flowers are purple-coloured; 
when they are in full flower the leaves begin to come out of the ground ; in fummer 
the cattle do not touch it. Dr. Colden told me, that he had employed the root in all 
cafes where the root of the arum is made ufe of, efpecially againft the feurvy, &c. The 
Swedilh name it got, becaufe the bears, when they leave their winter habitations, are 
fond ofit in fpring. It is a common plant in all North America. 

The draba verna was abundant here, and now appeared in flower. 

The veratrum album was very common in the marfhes, and in low places, over all 
North America. The Swedes here call it dack, dackor, or dackretter, that is puppet- 
root, becaufe the children make puppets of its ftalks and leaves. The Englifn call it 
itch-recd or elleborc. It is a poifonous plant, and therefore the cattle never touch it; 
however it fometimes happens that the cattle are deceived in the beginning of fpring, 
when the paftures are bare, and eat of the fine broad green leaves of this plant, which 
come up very early; but fuch a meal frequently proves fatal to them. Sheep and 
geefe have likewife often been killed with it. By means of its root the maize is pre- 
ferved from the greedinefs of voracious birds in the following manner: The roots 
are boiled in water, into which the maize is put as foon as the water is quite cool; the 
maize muft lie all night in it, and is then planted as ufual. When the maize-thieves, 
crows, or other birds, pick up or pluck out the grains of maize their heads grow 
delirious, and they fall, which fo frightens the reft, that they never venture on the 
field again : when thole which have tafted the grains recover, they leave the field, and 
are no more tempted to vifit it again. By thus preparing maize one muft be very 
careful that no other creatures touch it; for when ducks or fowls eat a grain or two 
of the maize which is thus fteoped they become very fick ; but if they fwallow a con- 
fiderable quantity they die. When the root is thrown away raw no animal eats it; 
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but w$en it ts put 'out boiled, its Tweet tafte tempts the hearts to eat -it.* Dogs .^avc 
been Teen to eat a little of if, and have bean very fick after it {hmveveejhey have 
recovered after a vomit, for when animals cannot free themfelves of it bylnis means, 
they often die. Some people boil the roof, and wafli the fcorbutic parts with the water 
or decoftion. This is faid to caufe fome pain, and even a plentiful diicharge of urine, but 
it re-eftablifhes the patient. When the children her^are plagued with vermin, the 
.women boil this root, put the comb into the deco&ion, and comb the head with it, and 
this kills them moft effectually. 

Mar. 17th. At the firft arrival, of the Swedes in this country, and long after that 
time, it was filled with Indians. But as the Europeans proceeded to cultivate the land, 
the Indians fold their land, and went further into the country. But in reality few of 
the Indians really left the country in this manner; molt of them ended their days 
before, either by wars among themfelves, or by the iinall pox, a difeafe which the 
Indians were unacquainted with before their commerce with the Europeans, and which 
fmee that time has killed incredible numbers of them. For though thJjl can heal 
wounds and other external hurts, yet they know not how to proceed with fevers, or 
in general with internal difealcs. One can imagine how ill they would fucceed with 
the cure of the fmall-pox, when, asfoon as the puftulcs appeared, they leaped, naked, 
into the cold water of the rivers, lakes, or fountains, and either dived over head into 
it, or poured it over their body in great abundance, in order to cool the heat of the 
fever. In the fame manner they carry their children, when they have the fmall-pox, 
into the water and duck them # . But brandy has killed moll of the Indians. This 
liquor was likewife entirely unknown to them before the Europeans came hither ; but 
after they had tafted it they could never get enough of it. A man can hardly have 
a greater defire of a thing than the Indians have of brandy. 1 have heard them fay, 
that to die by drinking brandy was a deflrable and an honorable death ; arid 
indeed it is no very uncommon thing to kill themfelves by drinking this liquor to 
excefs. 

The food of thefe Indians was very different from that of the inhabitants of the other 
parts of the world. Wheat, rye, barley, oats, and rice-groats, were quite unknown 
in America. In the fame manner it is with regard to the fruits and herbs which are 
eaten in the old countries. The maize, fome kinds of beans, and melons, made altnort 
‘the whole of the Indian agriculture and gardening; and dogs were tfie only domertic 
animals in North America. But as their agriculture and their gardening were very 
trifling, and they could hardly live two months in a year upon their produce, * hoy wee 
forced to apply to hunting and lifting, which at that time, and even at prefent, are 
their chief fubfiftencc, and to feck fome of the wild plants and trees here. Some of the 

• Profeffbr Ka’m wrote this when ti e truly laudable method of treating the final! pox with a Void 
regimen was not yet adopted ; and he thought therefore the way in which the Americans treated this 
difeafe was the! caufe of its he ng to deleterious. But when the Kalmucks, in the Ruffian dominions, get 
the fmall-pox, it has been obferved that very few cfcape. Of this I believe no other reafon can beallcdgcd 
than that the fmall-pox is always dangerous, either when the open pores of the human /kin are too 
numerous, which is caufcd by opening them in a warm-water bath, or when they are too much elofed, 
which is the cafe with all the nations that arc dirty and greafy. All the American Indians rub their body 
with oils, the Kalmucks never wa/h themfelves, and rub their bodies and their fur coats with greafe; the 
Hottentots arc. I believe, known to be patterns of /ilthinefs, their bodies being richly anointed with their 
ornamental greafy /heep guts; this /huts up all the pores, hinders perfpiration entirely, and makes the 
fmali-pox always lethal among thefe nations; to which we may yet add the too frequent ufe of fpirituuus 
inflammatory liquors, fmee their acquaintance with the Europeans. F. 
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oWSwede's were yet alive, who- in their younger years had an interciJMevdth 
die Indigo?, and had feen the minima; of their oeconomy. I was therefore deli f»us 
. bf knoipBg which of the fpontaneous herbs they made ufe of for food at that 
time ; and all the old men agreed that the following plants were what they chiefly 
confumed. ~ 

Hopnifs or hapnifs was thelndian name of a wild plant which they ate at that time. 
The Swedes ftill call it by that name, and it grows in the meadows in a good foil. The 
roots refetnble potatoes, and were boiled by the Indians, who eat them inftead of 
bread. Some of the Swedes at that time likewifp ate this root for want of bread’.. 
Some of the Englifli dill eat them indead of potatoes. Mr. Bartram told me, that 
the Indians who live farther in the country do dot only eat thefc roots, which are 
equal in goodnels to potatoes, but likewife take the peafe which lie * in the pods of’ 
this plant, and prepare them like common peafe. Dr. Linnaeus calls the plant 
glycine apios. 

Kamils is another Indian name of a plant, the root of which' they were likewife 
accudomed to eat, when they lived here. The Swedes dill preferve this name. It 
grows in low, muddy, and very wet ground. The root is oblong, commonly an inch 
and an half long, and one inch and a quarter broad in the middle ; but fome of the 
roots have been as big as a t man’s fids. The Indians either boiled this root or roaded 
it in hot a/hes. Some of the Swedes likewife eat them with much appetite, at the time 
when the Indians were fo near the coad ; but at prefent none of them make any ufe 
of the roots. A man of ninety-one years of age, called Nils Gudafson, told me, that 
he had often eaten thefe roots when he was a bov, and that he liked them very well at 
that time. lie added, that the Indians, (jfpccially their women, travelled to the iflandr, 
dug out . the roots, and brought them home ; and whild they had them, they defired 
no other food. They laid that the hogs, which are amazingly greedy of them, have 
made them very fcarce. The cattle are very fond of its leaves. I afterwards got 
fome of thefe roots roaded, and in my opinion they taded well, though they were 
rather dry: the tade was nearly the fame with that of the potatoes. When the Indians 
come down to the coad and fee the turnips of the Europeans, they likewife give them 
the name of katnifs. Their katnifs is in an arrow-head or fagittaria, and is only a 
variety of the Swedifh arrow-head or fagittaria fngittifolia, for the plant above the 
ground is entirely the fame, but: the root under ground is much greater in the American 
than in the European. Mr. Olbcck in hi.', voyage to China, mentions that the Chiuefe 
plant a fagittaria, and cat its roots. This feems undoubtedly to be a variety of this" 
kitnals. Further in the north of this part of America, I met with the other fpecies of’ 
fagittaria which we have in Sweden. 

Taw-ho and taw-him was the Indian name of another plant, the root of which they 
eat. Some of them likewifo call it tuckah ; but mod of the Swedes dill knew it by 
the name of taw-ho. It grows in nioid ground an 1 fwamps. Hogs arc very greedy 
of the roots, and grow very fat by feeding on them. Therefore, they often vifit the 
places where thefe roots grow; and they are frequently feen rooting up the mud, and 
falling with their whole body into the water, fo that only a little of the back part was 
out of the water. It is therefore very plain that thefe roots mud have been extirpated 
in places which are frequented by hogs. The roots often grow to the thickncfs of a 
man’s thigh. When they are frclh they have a pungent tade, and are reckoned a 
poifon in that frclh date. Nor did tfye Indians ever venture to eat them raw, but pre¬ 
pared them in the following manner: They gathered a great heap of thefe roots, -.dug 
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a great long hole* fometimes two or three fathoms and upwards m length, into which 
they put the roots, and covered them with the earth that had been taken^mtoftbe 
hole i they made a great fire above it, which burnt till they thought proper W-remove 
it; and then they dug up the roots, and confumed them with great avidity. Thefe 
roots, when prepared in this manner, I am told, taftec like potatoes. The Indians 
never dry and preferve them ; but always take them frefh out of the inarfhes, when 
they want them. This taw-ho is the arum Virginicum, or Virginian wake-robin. It 
•,is remarkable, that the arums, with the plants next akin to them, are eaten by men 
in different parts of the world, though their roots, when raw, have a fiery pungent 
tafte, and are almoft poifonous in that ftate. How can men have learnt that plants 
fo extremely oppofite to our nature were eatable ;' and that their poifon, which burns 
on the tongue, can be conquered by fire ? Thus the root of the cala paluftris, which 
grows in the north of Europe, is fometimes ufed inftead of bread on an exigency. The 
North American Indians confume this fpecies of arum. Thofe of South America, 
and of the Weft Indies, cat other fpecies of arums. The Hottentots, at the Cape of 
Good Hope, in Africa, prepare bread from a fpecies of arum or wake-robin, which 
is as burning and poifonous as the other fpecies of this plant. In the fame manner, 
they employ the roots of feme kinds of arum as a food, in Egypt and Afia. Probably, 
that fevere but fometimes ufeful miftrefs, neccflity, has firft taught men to find out a 
food which the firft tafte would have rejected as ufclefs. This taw-ho i'eems to be the 
fame with what the Indians in Carolina call tuckahoo. 

Taw-kee is another plant, fo called by the Indians, who eat it. Some of them call 
it taw-kim, and others tackvim. The Swedes call it: always by the name of taw-kee. 
The plant grows in marfhes, near moift and low grounds, and is very plentiful in 
North America. The cattle, hogs, and flags, arc very fond of the leaves in fpring ; 
for they are fome of the carlicft. The leaves are broad, like thofe of the convallaria, 
or lilly of the valley, green on the upper fide, and covered with very minute hair, fo 
that they looked like a fine velvet. The Indians pluck the feeds, and keep them for 
eating. They cannot be eaten frefh or raw, but rnuft be dried. The Indians were 
forced to boil them repeatedly in water, before they were fit for ufe ; and then they 
ate them like peafe. When the Swedes gave them butter or milk, they boiled or 
broiled the feeds in it. Sometimes they employ thefe feeds inftead of bread ; and they 
tafte like peafe. Some of the Swedes likewife ate them, and the old men among them 
told me, they liked this food better than any of the other plants which the Indians 
formerly made ufe of. This taw-kee was the orontium aquaticum. 

Bilberries were likewife a very common difh among the Indians. They are called 
hucklc-bcrrics by the Englifh here, and belong to feveral fpecies of vaccinium, which 
are all of them different from cur Swedifh bilberry-bufh, though their berries, in 
regard to colour, Ihapc, and tafte, are fo fimilar to the Swedifh:bilberry that they are 
liftingufhcd from each other with difficulty. The American ones grow on ffirubs, 
diich are from two to four feet high ; and there are fome fpecies which are above 
feven feet in height. The Indians formerly plucked them in abundance every year, 
dried them either in the fun-fhine or by the fire-ftde, and afterwards prepared them for 
eating in different manners. Thefe huckle-berries are ftill a dainty difh among the 
Indians. On my travels through the country of the Iroquefe, they offered me, when¬ 
ever they defigned to treat me well, frefh maize-Jbread, baked in an oblong fhape, 
mixed with dried huckle-berries, which lay as elofe in it as the raifins in a plumb- 
pudding, of which more in the fequel. The Europeans are likewife ufed to colled a 
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quantity of thefe berries, to dry them in ovens, to bake them in torts, and to employ 
tnem infeyeral other ways. Some preferve them with treacle. They are fiketvife eaten 
raw, quite alone or with frelh milk. 

I fhall, on the 27th of March, find occafion to mention another difh, which the 
Indians ate formerly, and {till eat, on formal ceremonies. 

Mar. 18th. Almoft during the whole of this fpring, the weather and the winds 
were always calm in the morning at fun rifing. At eight o’clock the wind began to 
blow pretty hard, and continued fo all day, till fun-fetting; when it ceafed, and all 
the night was calm. This was the regular courfe of the weather; but fometimes the 
winds raged without interniiffion for two or three days together. At noon it was 
commonly moft violent. But in the ordinary way the wind dccreafed and increafed 
as follows: At fix in the morning, a calm; at feven, a very gentle weftern breeze, 
which grew ftronger at eight; at eleven it was much ftronger; but at four in the 
afternoon, it is no ftronger than it was at eight o’clock in the morning; and * 
thus it goes on decreafing till it is quite a calm, juft before fun-fet. The winds 
this fpring blew generally weft, as appears from the obfervations at the end of 
this work. 

I was told, that it was a very certain prognoftic of bad weather, that when you fee 
clouds in the horizon in the fouth-weft, about fun-fetting, and when thofe clouds 
fink below the horizon, in an hour’s time, it will rain the next day, though all the 
forenoon be fair and clear. But if fome clouds be feen in the fouth-weft, in the 
horizon at fun-fet, and they rife fome time after, you may expert fair weather the 
next day. 

Mar. 20th. An old Swede prognofticated a change in the weather, becaufe it was 
calm to-day ; for when there Has been wind for fome days together, and a calm follows, 
they fay, rain or fnow, or fome other change in the weather will happen. 1 was like- 
wife told, that fome people here were of that falfc opinion, that the weather commonly 
alters on Friday; fo that, in cafe it had rained or blown hard all the week, and a 
change was to happen, it would commonly fall on Friday. How far the former 
prognoftic has been true, appears from my own obfervations of the weather, to which 
I refer. 

Mar. 21ft. The red maple (acer rubrum) and the American elm (ulmus 
Americana) began to flower-at prefent; and fome of the latter kind were already in 
full bloflbtn. 

Mar. 24th. I walked pretty far to-day, in order to fee whether I could find any 
plants in flower. But the cloudy weather, and the great rains which had lately 
falley, had allowed little or nothing to grow up. The leaves now began to grow 
pretty green. The plants which I have juft before mentioned were now in full 
bloffom. 

The noble liverwort, or anemone hepatica, was now every where in flower. It 
was abundant; and the Swedes call it blablomfter, or blue-flower. They did not 
know any ufe of it. 

Near all the corn fields on which I walked o-day, I did not fee a fingle ditch, * 
though many of them wanted it. But the people generally followed the Englifh way 
of making no ditches along the fields, without confideriug whether the corn-fields 
wanted them or not. The confequence was, that the late rain had in many places 
wafhed away great pieces of the grounds, fown with wheat and rye. There were no 
ridges left between the fields, except a very narrow one near the fence, which was 
entirely overgrown with the fumach, or rhus glabra, and with black-berry buihes, fo 
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that there the cattle could find very little or no food. The corn-fields were broad-caft, 
undivided into pieces, which were near feventeen feet broad, and feparafed f|cm each 
other only by means of furrows. Thefe pieces were uniform, and not elevlted'ia the 
middle. 

Meloe majalis, a fpecies of oil-beetle, crept about on the hills. 

Papilio antiopa, or willow butterfly, flew in the woods to-day, and was the firft 
butterfly which 1 fav this year. 

Papilio euphrofync, or the April butterfly, was one of the fcarce fpecies. The other 
’American infers, which I dcfcribgd this day and the following days, I (hall men¬ 
tion on fome other occafion. In the fcquel 1 fhall only mention tliofe which were re¬ 
markable for fome peculiar qualities. 

The hay-llacks were commonly made here after the the Swedifh manner, that is, in 
the fhape of a thick and fhort cone, without any cover over it. When the people wanted 
1 titty hay, they cut fome of it Ioofe,by a peculiar fort of a knife. However, many people, 
cfpecially in the environs of Philadelphia, had hay-hacks with roofs which could be 
moved up and down. Near the furface of the ground were fome poles laid, on which 
the hay was put, that the air may pafs freely through it. I have mentioned before, that 
the cattle have no flablcs in winter or fununer, but mu ft go in the open air, during the 
■whole year. However, in Philadelphia, and in u few other places, 1 have feen that tliofe 
people who made ufe of the latter kind of hay-llacks, viz. that with moveable roofs, 
commonly had built them fo that the hay was pur a fathom or two above the ground, on 
a floor of boards, under which the cattle could fland in winter, when the weather was 
very bad. Under this floor of boards were partitions of boards on all the lidcs, which 
however flood far enough from each other to glford the air a free paffage. 

Mar. 27 th. In the morning I went in order to fpeak with the old Swede, Nils Guf- 
tafson, who was ninety-one years of age. 1 intended to get an account of the former 
flate of New Sweden. 'I'he country which I now pafl'ed through was the fame with that 
which I had found in tliofe parts of North America 1 had hitherto feen. It was diverfified 
with a variety of little hills and vallies: the former confided of a very pale brick- 
coloured earth, cornpofed, for the greateft part, of a fine fund mixed with fome mould. 
I faw no mountains, and no Hones, except l’oine little Hones, not above the fize of a 
jigeon’s or hen’s egg, lying on the hills, and commonly confiding of white quartz, 
which was generally l'moolh and poll died on the oulfide. At the bottom, along the 
vallies, ran lomctimes rivulets of chrydalline water, the bottom of which was covered 
with fuch white pebbles as 1 have jud defetibed. Now and then 1 met with a fwamp in 
the vallies. Sometimes there appeared, though at confiderable didanccs from each other, 
fome farms frequently furrounded on all fides by corn-fields. Almod on every corn¬ 
field there yet remained the dumps of trees, which had been cut down ; a proof that this 
country has not been long cultivated, being overgrown with trees forty or fifty years 
ago. The farms did not lie together in villages, or fo that feverai of them were near 
each other, in one place ; but they were all feparated from one another. Each coun¬ 
tryman lived by himfelf, had his own ground about his houfe, feparated from the pro¬ 
perty of his neighbour. The greateft part of the land, between thefe farms fo diftant 
from each other, was overgrown with woods, confiding of tall trees. Here and there 
appeared fome fallen trees, thrown down by the wind; fome were torn up by the 
roots; others broken quite acrofs the Hem. In fome parts of the country the trees 
were thick and tall, but in others I found large tracts covered with young trees, only 
twenty* thirty, or forty years old: thefe tra&s, I am told, the Indians formerly had 
their little plantations in. 1 did not yet fee any marks of the leaves coming out, and 
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I did not meet with a flower in the woods; for the cold winds, which had blown for 
feveral daw together fucceflively, had hindered this. The woods confided chiefly of 
feveral fpefflts of oak, and of hiccory. The fwamps were filled with red maple, which 
was all now in flower, and made thefe places look quite red at a diftancc. 

The old Swede, whom I came to vifit, feemed to be ftill pretty hearty and firefh, and 
could walk by the help of a flick j but he complained of having felt, in thefe latter 
years, fome pains in his back and limbs, that he could keep his feet warm in winter 
only by fitting near the fire. He faid he could very well remember the ftate of this 
country, at the time when the Dutch poflefled it. and in what circumftances it was in be¬ 
fore the arrival of the Englifh. He added, that he had brought a great deal of timber 
to Philadelphia, at the time that it was built. He Hill remembered to have feen a great 
forefl on the fpot where Philadelphia now ftands. The father of this old man had been 
one of the Swedes who were fent over from Sweden, in order to cultivate and inhabit 
this country, lie returned me the following anfwers to the queftions I afked him. 

Quere, Whence did the Swedes, who firft came hither, get their cattle ? The old 
man anfwered, that when he was a boy, his father and other people had told him, that 
the Swedes brought their horfes, cows, and oxen, fheep, hogs, geefe, and ducks, 
over with them. There were but few of a kind at firft, but they multiplied greatly 
here afterwards. He faid, thjit Maryland, New York, New England, and Virginia, had 
been fooner inhabited by Europeans than this part of the country; but he did not 
know whether the Swedes ever got cattle of any kind/rom any of thefe provinces, 
except from New York. Whilft he was yet very young, the Swales, as well as he 
could remember, had already a fufficient flock of all thefe animals- The hogs had 
propagated fo much at that time, there being fo great a plenty of food for them, that 
they van about wild in the woods, and that the people were obliged to fhoot them, 
when they intended to make ufe of them. The old man likewife recollected, that 
horfes ran wild in the woods, in fome places ; but he could not tell whether any other 
kind of cattle turned wild. He thought that the cattle grow as big at prefent as they 
did when he was a boy, fuppofing they get as much food as they want; for in his 
younger years, food for all kinds of cattle was fo plentiful, and even fo iuperfluous, 
that the cattle were extremely well fed by it. A cow at that time gave more milk 
than three or four do at prefent $ but fhe got more and better food at that time, than 
three or four get now. 

Quere, Whence did the Englifh in Penfylvania and New Jerfey get their cattle ? 
They bought them chiefly from the Swedes and Dutch, who lived here; and a final! 
number were brought over from Old England. The form of the cattle, and the 
unanimpus accounts of the Englifh here, confirmed what the old man had faid. 

Quere, Whence did the Swedes here fettled get their feveral forts of corn, and like- 
wife their fruit-trees and kitchen-herbs ? The old man told me that he had frequently 
heard, when he was young, that the Swedes had brought all kinds of corn, and fruits, 
and herbs, or feeds of them, with them. For, as far as he could recoiled, the Swedes 
here were plentifully provided with wheat, rye, barley, and oats. The Swedes, at that 
time, brewed all their beer of malt made of barley, and likewife made good ftrong beer. 
They had already got diftilling veflels, and made good brandy. Every one among 
them had not a diftilling veflcl, but when they intended to diftil, they lent their appa¬ 
ratus to one another. At firft they were forced to buy maize of the Indians, both for 
fowing and eating. But after continuing for fome years in this country, they extended 
their maize plantations fo much that the Indians were obliged, fome time after, to buy 
maize of the Swedes. The old man likewife allured me, that the Indians formerly, and 
about the time of the firft fettling of the-Swedes, were more induftrious and laborious 
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in every branch of bufinefs than they are now. Whilft he was young, the Swedes had 
a great quantity of very good white cabbage. Winter cabbage, or cale, which was left 
on the ground during winter, was likewiie abundant. They were likewi^well pro¬ 
vided with turnips: in winter they kept them in holes under ground ; but the old man 
did not like that method ; for when they had lain too long in thefc holes, in winter 
they became fpungy. He preferred that method of keeping them which is now com¬ 
monly adopted, and which confifts in the following particulars. After the turnips 
, have been taken out of the ground in autumn, and expofed to the air for a while, they 
are put in a heap upon the field, cpvered with draw at the top, and on the fides, and 
with earth over the draw. By this means they dand the winter very well here, and 
do not become fpungy. The Indians are very fond of turnips, and called them forne- 
times hopnifs, fometitnes katnifs. The Swedes likewife cultivated carrots, in the old 
man’s younger years. Among the fruit-trees were apple-trees : they were not nume¬ 
rous, and only feme of the Swedes had little orchards of them, whilft others Iftid not 
a Angle tree. None of the Swedes made cyder, for it is come into ufe but lately. The 
Swedes brewed Along beer and fmall beer, and it was their common liquor ; but at 
prefent there arc very few who brew beer, for they commonly prepare cyder. Cherry- 
trees were abundant when Nils Guliafson was yet a boy. Peach-trees were at that 
time more numerous than at prefent, and the Swedes brewed beer of the fruit. The 
old man could not tell from whence the Swedes fird of all got the peach-trees. 

During the younger years, of this old man, the Indians were every where fpread in 
the country ; they lived among the Swedes, and were fcattered every where. The old 
man mentioned Swedes who had been killed by the Indians ; and he mentioned two 
of his countrymen who had been fealped by them. They dole children from the Swedes, 
and carried them off, and they were never heard of again. Once they came and killed 
fome Swedes, and took the upper part of their fculls with them ; on that occafion they 
fealped a little girl, and would have killed her, if they had not perceived a boat full of 
Swedes, making towards them, which obliged them to Uy ; the girl was afterwards 
healed, but never got any hair on her head again : Ihe was married, had many chil¬ 
dren, and lived to a confiderable age. At another time the Indians attempted to kill 
the mother of this old man, but Ihe vigoroufly refided them, and in the mean while a 
^number of Swedes came up, who frightened the Indians, and made them run a wav. 
Nobody could ever find out to what nation of Indians thefe owe their origin ; for in 
general they lived very peaceably with the Swedes. 
t The Indians had their little plantations of maize in many places ; before the Swedes 
came into this country, the Indians had no other than their hatchets made of done. In 
order to make maize plantations they cut out the trees, and prepared the ground in the 
manner I have before mentioned. They planted but little maize, for they lived chiefly 
upon hunting; and throughout the greated part of fummer, their hopnifs, or the roots 
of the glycine apios, tlieir katnifs, or the roots of the fagittaria fagittifolia, their tawho 
or the roots of the arum virginicum, their taw-kee or orontium aquaticum, and whortle¬ 
berries, were their chief food. They had no horfes or other cattle which could be fub- 
l'ervient to them in their agriculture, and'thcreforc«did all the work with their own 
hands. After they had reaped the maize, they kept it in holes under ground, during 
winter; they dug thefc holes leldom deeper than a fathom, and often not fo deep ; at 
the bottom and on the fides they put broad pieces of bark. The andropogon bicorne, 
a goal's which grows in great plenty here, and which the Englifli call Indian grafs, and 
the Swedes wilikt grafs *, fupplies the want of bark ; the ears of maize are then thrown 
into the hole, and covered to a confiderable thicknefs with the fame grafs, and the 


* Grafs of the favagts. 
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whole is again covered by a fufficient quantity of earth: the maize kept extremely well 
in thofe holes, and each Indian had feveral fuch fubterraneous ftores, where his corn 
lay fafe,||(hough he travelled far from it. After the Swedes had fettled here, and 
planted fpple-trees and peach-trees, the Indians, and especially their women, fomelimes 
Hole the fruit in great quantity; but when the Swedes caught them, they gave them a 
fevere drubbing, took the fruit from them, and often their clothes too. In the fame 
manner it happened fometimes, that as the Swedes had a great increafe of hogs, and 
they ran about in the woods, the Indians killed fome of them privately and feafted 
upon them ; but there were likewife fome Indians who bought hogs of the Swedes and* 
fed them ; they taught them to run after them like dogs, and whenever they removed 
from one place to another, their hogs always followed them. Some of thofe Indians 
got fuch numbers of thefe animals, that they afterwards gave them to the Swedes for 
a mere trifle. When the Swedes arrived in America the Indians had no domeftic 
animals, except a fpocieS of little dogs. The Indians were extremely fond of milk, 
and ate it with pleafure when the Swedes gave it them. They likewife prepared a kind 
of liquor like milk in the following manner : they gathered a great number of hiccory 
nuts, and walnuts from the black walnut-trees, dried and crufhed them ; then they 
took out the kernels, pounded them fo fine as flour, and mixed this flour with water, 
which took a milky hue from them, and was as fweet as milk. They had tobacco- 
pipes of clay, manufactured*by themfelves, at the time that the Swedes arrived here; 
they did not always fmoke true tobacco, but made ufe of another plant inftead of it, 
which was unknown to the old Swedes, but of which lie aflfured me that it was not 
the common mullein, or verbafeum thapfus, which is generally called Indian tobacco 
here. ' 

As to their religion, the old* man thoifght it very trifling, and even believed that 
they had none at all; when they heard loud claps of thunder, they faid that the evil 
fpirit was angry ; fome of them laid that they believed in a God, who lives in heaven. 
The old Swede once walked with an Indian, and they met with a rcd-lpottcd fnake on 
the road : the old man therefore went to feck a flick in order to kill the fnake ; but the 
Indian begged he would not touch it, becaufe he adored it: perhaps the Swede would 
not have killed it, but on hearing that it was the Indian’s deity, he took a flick and 
killed it, in the prefence of the Indian, faying : becaufc thou believed in it, I think 
myfclf obliged to kill it. Sometimes the Indians came into the Swedifh churches, 
looked at* them, heard them, and went away again, after a while. One day as this 
old Swede was at church, and did not ling, becaufe he had no pfalm-book by him, 
one of the Indians, who was well acquainted with him, tapped him on the fhoulder, and • 
faid : Why doll thou not fing with the others, Tantanta! Tantanta! Tantanta ? 
On another occafion, as a fermon was preached in the Swedifh church at Raccoon, an 
Indian came in, looked about him, and, after hearkening a while to the preacher, he 
faid: Here is a great deal of prattle and nonfenfe, but neither brandy nor cyder; and 
went out again. For it is to be obferved, that when an Indian makes a fpeech to his 
companions, in order to encourage them to war, or to any thing elfe, they all drink 
immoderately on thofe occafions., 

At the time when the Swedes arrived, they bought land at a very inconfiderablc 
price. For a piece of baize, or a pot full of brandy, or the like, they could get a 
piece of ground, which at prefent would be worth more than four hundred pounds, 
Penfyl vania currency. When they fold a piece of land, they commonly figned an 
agreement; and though they could neither read nor write, yet they fcribbled their 
marks, or fignagires, at the bottom of it; The father of old Nils Guflafson bought a 
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piece of ground frqm the Indians in New Jerfey. As foon as the agreement was drawn 
up, and the Indians fhould fign it, one of them, whofe name figntfied a beaver, drew 
a beaver; another of them drew a bow and arrow j and a third a mountain, jpftead of 
their names. Their canoes they made of thick trees, which they hollowed dilt by fire, 
and made them fmooth again with their hatchets, as has been before mentioned. 

1 he following account the old man gave me, in anfwer to my queflions with regard 
to the weather and its changes: it was his opinion, that the weather had always been 
pretty uniform ever iince his childhood : that there happen as great ftorms at prefent as 
formerly : that the fummers now are fometimes hotter, fometimes colder, than they 
were at that time ; that the winters were often as cold and as long as formerly ; and 
that ftill there often falls as great a quantity of fnow as in former times. However, he 
thoughtthat no cold winter came up to that which-happened in the year 1 697 ; and which 
is often mentioned in the almanacks of this country ; and I have mentioned it in the 
beginning of this volume. For in that winter the river Delaware was fo itrongly 
covered with ice, that the old man brought many waggons full of hay over it, near 
Chriftina ; and that it was paflable in fledges even lower. No catt le, as far as he could 
recolleft, were ftarved to death in cold winters ; except, in later years, fuch cattle as 
were lean, and had no ftables to retire into. It commonly does not rain, neither more 
nor lefs, in fummer than it did formerly ; excepting that, during the lall years, the 
fummers have been more dry. Nor could the old Swede-find a diminution of water in 
brooks, rivers, and fwatnps. He allowed, as a very common and certain faft, that 
wherever you dig wells you rtieet with oyfter-ftiells in the ground. 

_ The old Guftafson was of opinion that intermitting fevers were as frequent and 
violent formerly as they are now ; but that they feented more uncommon, hecaufe there 
were fewer people at that time here. When he got this fever he was not yet full 
grown. He got it in fummer, and had it till the enfuing fpring, which is almott a year ; 
but it did not hinder him from doing his work, either within or out of doors. Pleurify 
likewife attacked one or two of the Swedes formerly ; but it was not near fo common 
as it is now. The people in general were very healthy at that time. 

Some years ago, the old Swede’s eyes were fo much weakened, that he was forced 
to make ufe of a pair of fpe&acles. He then got a fever •> which was fo violent that 
it was feared he would not recover. However, he became quite well again, and at the 
fame time got new ftrength in his eyes, fo that he has been able to read without fpectacles 
fince that time. 

The houfes which the Swedes built when they firfl fettled here, were very bad. 
1 he whole houfe confiftcd of one little room, the door of which was fo low, that 
one was obliged to ftoop in order to get in. As they had brought no glafs with them, 
they were obliged to be content with little holes, before which a moveable board was 
fattened. They found no mofs, or at lead none which could have been ferviceable in 
flopping up holes or cracks in the walls. They were therefore forced to dofe them, 
both without and within, with clay. The chimneys tverc made in a corner, either of 
grey fand, a ftone, or (in places where no ftone was to be got) of mere clay, which 
they laid very thick in one corner of the houfe. The ovens for baking were likewife in 
the rooms. 

Before the Englifh came to fettle here, the Swedes could not get as many cloaths as 
they wanted, and were therefore obliged to make fhift as well as they could. The men 
wore waiftcoats and breeches of fkins. Hats were not in fafhion j and they made little 
caps, provided with flaps before. They had worfted ftockings. Their fhoes were of 
their own making. Some of them had learnt to prepare leather, and to make com- 
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mon {hoes, with heels; but thofe who were not fhoemakers by. profeflion, took the 
length of their feet, and fewed the leather together accordingly ; taking a piece for the 
foie, o 0 for the hind-quarters, and one more for the upper-leather. At that time they 
likewife fowed flax here, and wove linen cloth. Hemp was not to be got; and they 
made ufe of flaxen ropes and fifhing tackle. The women were dreffed in jackets and 
petticoats of (kins. Their beds, excepting the Iheets, were lkins of feveral animals j 
fuch as bears, wolves, &c. 

Tea, coffee, and chocolate, which are at prefent univerfally in ufe here, were then* 
wholly unknown. Bread and butter, and other fubftantial food, was what they break- 
fafted upon; and the above-mentioned fuperfluiries have only been lately intro¬ 
duced, according to the account of the old Swede. Sugar and treacle they had in 
abundance, as far as he could remember; and rum formerly bore a more moderate 
price. 

From the accounts of this old Swede I concluded, that before the Englifh fettled here * 
they followed wholly the cuftoms of Old Sweden ; but after the Englifh had been in 
the country for fome time, the Swedes began gradually to follow their cuftoms. When 
this Swede was bur a boy there were two Swedifh ftniths here, who made hatchets, 
knives, and feythes, exactly like the Swedifh ones, and made them (harper than they 
can be got now. The* hatchets now in ufe are in the Englifh way, with a broad edge ; 
and their handles are very’ narrow. Almoft all the Swedes made ufe of baths; and 
they commonly bathed every Saturday. They celebrated Chriftmas with feveral forts 
of games, and with feveral peculiar diflies, as is ufual in Sweden; all which is now, 
for the greateft part, left off. In the younger years of this Swede they made a pecu¬ 
liar kind of carts here. They fawed tl\ick pieces of liquidamber trees, and made ufe 
of two of them for the foretnoft wheels, and of two more for the hindmoft. With 
thofe carts they brought home their wood. Their fledges were at that time made almoft: 
in the fame manner as they are now, or about as broad again as the true Swedifh ones. 
Timber and great beams of wood were carried upon a dray. They baked great loaves, 
fuch as they do now. They had never any bifeuit, though the clergymen, who came 
from Sweden, commonly got fome baked. 

The Englifh on their arrival here bought large trafts of land of the Swedes, at a 
very inconfiderable price. The father of the old Swede fold an eftate to the Englifh, 
which at this time would be reckoned worth three hundred pounds, for which he got 
a cow, a fow, and a hundred gourds. 

With regard to the decreafe of birds, the number of them and fifh, he was wholly 
of that opinion which I have already mentioned. This was the account which the old' 
man gave ine of the former ftate of the Swedes in this country. I Ihall fpeak more 
particularly of it in the fequel. 

Hurricanes are fometimes very violent here, and often tear up great trees. They 
fometimes proceed as it were in peculiar tracts, or lines. In fome places, efpecially in 
the hurricane’s trad, all the trees are ftruck down, and it looks as if the woods were 
cut down designedly ; but dole to the trad the trees receive no hurt. Such is the 
place which was fhcvvn to me to-day. It is dangerous to go into the woods where the 
hurricanes blow ; for no one can guard fufficiently againft the hidden fall of trees. 

The Penfylvania afp was now in full bloffom. But neither this tree, nor thofe near 
a-kin to it, Ihewed their leaves. 

* B.fore the Englifh fettled hete. 

An 
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An old countryman afferted, that he commonly fowed a bufhel of rye on an acre of 
ground, and got twenty bufhels in return; but from a bufhel of barley he got thirty 
Bufhels. However, in that cafe the ground muft be well prepared. Wheat returns 
about as much as rye. The foil was a clay mixed with fand and mould. 

In the evening I returned*. 

March 28th. I found a black beetle t (fcarabseus) with a pentagonal oval clypeus 
or fhield, on the head a fhort blunt horn, and a gibbous or hump-backed thorax, or 
corfelet. This beetle is one of the bigger fort here. I found here and there holes on 
the hills, which were fo wide that 1 cquld put my finger into them. On digging them 
up I always found thefe beetles lying at the bottom, about five inches under ground. 
Sometimes there were fhort whitifh worms, about as thick as one’s finger, which lay 
with the beetles; and perhaps they were related to them. There were likewife other 
inlefts in fuch holes, as a black cricket (gryllus campcftris), fpiders, earth-beetles 
' (carabi), and others. This beetle had a feent cxaftly like the trifolium melilotus 
casrulea, or the blue mclilot. It was entirely covered with oblong pale ticks (acari). 
Its feet were as ltrong as thofe of the common dung chaffer (fcarabmus ftcrcora- 
rius). 

April 4th. A cicindela, or fhining beetle, with a gold-green head, thorax, and 
feet, and a blue-green abdomen or belly, flew every where about the fields, and was 
hunting other infects. It is very common in North America, and feetns to be a mere 
variety of the cicindela campeflris. 

Cimex lacuftris, a kind of water-bugs, hopped in numbers on the furfacc of waters 
which had a flow courfe. 

Dytifcus piceus, or, the great water-beetle* fwam fometimes in the water. 

About fixty years ago, the greateft part of this country was covered with tall and 
thick trees, and the fvvamps were full of water. But it has undergone fo great a 
change, as few other places have undergone in fo fhort a time. At profont the foreft.s 
are cut down in mod places, the iwamps drained by ditches, the country cultivated, and 
changed into corn-fields, meadows, and paftuxvs. Therefore, it feems very reafonable 
to fuppofc, that fo fudden a change has likewife had fomc effeft upon the weather. I 
was therefore defirous of hearing from the old Swedes, who have lived the longefi; in 
*i his country, and have been inhabitants of this place during the whole time of the 
change mentioned, whether the prefont flateof the weather was in fomc particulars re¬ 
markably different from that which they felt in their younger years ? The following is 
an account which they all unanimoufly gave me in aniwer to this queftion. 

The winter came fooner formerly than it does now. Mr. Ifuac Norris, a wealthy 
merchant, who has a confiderable fliare in the government of Penfylvania, confirmed 
this by a particular account. His father, one of the firfl: Englifh merchants in this 
country, obferved, that in his younger years the river Delaware was commonly covered 
with ice, about the middle of November, old ftyle, fo that the merchants were 
obliged to bring down their {hips in great hafte before that time, for fear of their being 
obliged to lie all winter. On the contrary, this river feldotn freezes over at prefent, 
before the middle of December, old ftyle. 

* I'rom Nils Cutlafsnn, the old Swede. 

1 ‘ The beetle here deferibed feems to be the fearabs'.is Carolinus, Linn. Sy(l. Nat. p. J45, and of 
Dnny Illnilratioiis of Nat. Hill. tab. 35. f. 2. It is common in New York, New Jerfey, Penfvlvania, 
Maryland, and Carolina. F. 
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It fnowed much more irf winter, formerly, than it does now; but the weather in ge¬ 
neral was likewife more conftant and uniform; and when the cold fet in, it continued 
to the Qpd of February, or till March, old ftyle, jyhen it commonly began to grow 
warm. At prefcnt, it is warm, even the very next day after a fcvere cold; and fome- 
times the weather changes fevcral times a day. 

Mod of the old people here were of opinion, that fpring came much later at prefent, 
than formerly, and that it was now much colder in the latter end of February, and the 
whole month of May, than when they were young. Formerly the fields were as green, 
and the air as warm, towards the end of February^ as it is now in March, or in the be¬ 
ginning of April, old ftyle. The Swedes at that time made ufe of this phral'e : palk 
bitida, palk fent, altid gras, that is, we have always grai's at Falter, whether it be loon or 
late in the year. But perhaps we can account as follows, for the opinion which the 
people here have, that vegetation appeared formerly more forward than it does now. 
Formerly the cattle were not fo numerous as now; however, the woods were full of 
grafs and herbs, which, according to the teftimony of all the old people here, grew to 
the height of a man. At prefent a great part of the annual grades and plants have 
been entirely extirpated by the continual grazing of numbers of cattle*. Thefe. annual 
grades were? probably green very early in fpring, and (being extirpated) might lead 
the people to believe, that every thing came on fooner formerly than it docs at 
prefent. '* 

It ufed to rain more abundantly than it docs now; during the harveft efpecially, the 
rains fell in fuch plenty, that it was very difficult to bring home the hay and corn. 
Some of the laft years had been extremely dry. However, a few people were of 
opinion that it rained as plentifully at prefent, as formerly. 

All the people agreed, that the weather was not by far fo inconftant, when they 
were young, as it is now. For at prefent it happens at all times (ft' the year, that when 
a day has been warm, the next is very cold, and vice verfa. It frequently happens 
that the weather alters feveral times in one day ; fo that when it h*? been a pretty 
warm morning, the wind blows from north welt about ten o’clock, and brings a 
cold air with it; yet a little after noon it may be warm again. My meteorological ob- 
fervations fufficiently confirm the reality of thefe fudden changes of weather, which are 
faid to caufe, in a great mcafurc, the people to be more unhealthy at prefent, than 
they were formerly. 

I likewife found every body agree in aliening, that the winter, betwixt the autumn 
of the year 1697, and the fpring of the year 169S, was the eoldeft and the fevereft, 
which they had ever felt. 

April 6th. Sanguinaria Canadenfis, which is here called blood-root, bccaufe the 
root is'grcat and red, and, when cut, looks like the root of red beet, and the epigeea 
repens, which fume call the creeping ground-laurel, were both beginning to flower. 
The former grew in a rich mould, the other in a poorer foil. 

The Laurus atflivalis, which fornc people call fpice-wood, likewife began to blof- 
fom about this time; its leaves were not yet broke out; it liked a moift foil in 
the woods. 

April 9th. Apocynum Cannabinum was by the Swedes called hemp of the Indi¬ 
ans*; and grew plentifully in old corn-grounds, in woods, on hills, and in high glades. 
The Swedes have given it the name of Indian hemp, becaule the Indians formerly, and 
even now, apply it to the lame purpofes as the Europeans do hemp; for the ftalk may 

* Willlct hampa. 
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be divided into filaments, and is eafily prepared. When fhe Indians ware yet fettled 
among the Swedes, in Penfylvania and New Jerfey, they made ropes of this apocynum, 
which the Swedes bought, and emgloyed them as bridles, and for nets. Thefe ropes 
were ftronger, and kept longer in water, than fuch as were made of common hemp. 
The Swedes commonly got fourteen yards of thefe ropes for one piece of bread. 
Many of the Europeans Hill buy fuch ropes, becaufe they laft fo well. 1 'he Indians 
fikewife make leveral other fluffs of their hemp. On my journey through the country 
of the Iroqucfe, I faw the women employed in manufacturing this hemp. They made 
ufe neither of fpinning-whecls nor diftaffs, but rolled the filaments upon their bare 
thighs, and made thread and firings of them, which they dyed red, yellow, black, &c. 
and afterwards worked them into fluffs, with a great deal of ingenuity. The plant is 
perennial, which renders the annual planting of it altogether unneceffary. Out of the 
root and ftalk of this plant, when it is frelh, comes a white milky juice, which is 
‘ fomewhat poifonous. Sometimes the fifhing tackle of the Indians confifls entirely of 
this hemp. The Europeans make no ufe of it, that I know of. 

Flax and cat-tail, were names given to a plant which grows in bays, rivers, and in 
deep whirlpools, and which is known to botanifts by the name of Typha latifolia. Its 
leaves are here twilled together, and formed into great oblong rings, which arc put 
upon the horfe’s neck, between the mane and the collar, in order to prevent the horfe’s 
neck front being hurt by the collar. The bottoms of cha-irs were frequently made of 
thefe leaves, twilled together. Formerly the Swedes employed the wool or cotton 
which furrounds its feeds, and put it into their beds inllead of feathers; but as it coales¬ 
ces into lumps after the beds have been ufed for fome time, they have left off making 
ufe of them. I omit the ufe of this plant in phyfic,' it being the peculiar province of 
the phyficians. 

A fpecies of leek*, very like that which appears only in woods on hills in Sweden, 
grows at prefent on almoft all corn-fields mixed with fand. The Englilh here called it 
garlick. On f§me fields it grew in grfcat abundance. When the cattle grazed on fuch 
fields, and ate the garlick, their milk, and the butter which was made of it, tailed fo 
ftrongly of it, that they were fcarce eatable. Sometimes they fold butter in the Phi¬ 
ladelphia markets, which tailed to ftrongly of garlick that it was entirely ufelefs. On 
this account, they do not fuffer milking cows to graze on fields where garlick abounds: 
*\his they referve f or other fpecies of cattle. When the cattle eat much of this garlick 
in fummer, their fldh has likewife fuch a flrong flavour, that it is unfit for eating. 
This kind of garlick appears early in fpring ; and the horfes always paffed by it without 
•ever touching it. > 

• Allium atvenfe; odore gravi, capitulis bulbofis rub-rntibus. Sec Gronov. Flora Virginica, 3 ? c This 
leek feems to be Dr. Linmeus’s Allium Canadcnfc, fcapo nudo tereti, foliis linearibus, capitulo bulbifcro. 
Spec, plant, I. p. 431. F. 1 
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PREFACE OF THE EDITOR TO THE SECOND VOLUME. 

i 

I COULD have left this volume without preface, was it not for foine circumftanccs 
which I am going to mention. 

The author of this account of North America is a Swede, and therefore feems 
always to (hew a peculiar way of thinking in regard to the Englifh in general, and in 
regard to the firft proprietors and inhabitants of Philadelphia in particular. The 
French, the natural enemies of the Englilh, have, for upwards of a century, been the 
allies of the Swedes, who therefore are in general more fond of them than of the 
Englifh. The external politenefs of the French in Canada fully captivated our author, 
prejudiced him in their favour, and alienated his mind, though unjuftly, from the 
Englifh. I have therefore now and then, in remarks, been obliged to do the Englifh 
juftice, efpecially when I/aw the author carried away either by prejudice or mifinfor* 
mation. He palled almoft all the winter, between 1748 and 1749, at Raccoon, and 
converfed there with his countrymen; when he came to Philadelphia he likewife was 
in the company of the Swedes feftled there; thefe, no doubt, furnilhed him with 
many partial and difingenuous accounts of the Englifh, and gave his mind that un¬ 
favourable bias which he fo often difplays in prejudice of a nation, now at the head of 
the enlightened world, in regard to every religious, moral, and focial virtue. The 
author frequently feems to throw an illiberal reflexion on the firft proprietors of Pen- 
fylvania, and the Quakers; though they got that province not by force, but by a 
charter from the Englifh government, to whom the Swedes gave it up by virtue of a 
public treaty. Prompted by fuch falfe infinuations of his countrymen, he likewife 
enters very miuutely into the circumftances of the Swedes, and often omits more im¬ 
portant points relative to the legiflator and father of Penfylvania, William Penn, who 
gave that province exiftence, laws, and reputation. 

The author, however, often does juftice to the excellent conftitution of Penfylvania, 
as may be feen in vol. 1. But when he fpeaks of ftones attrafting the moiftureof the 
air, fee vol. 1. this is fomewhat unphilofophically expreffed. No ftone attracts the 
moifture* of the air unlefs impregnated with faline particles ; however, when the ftones 
are colder than the atmofphere, they then condenfe the moiflure of the air on their 
furface: the porous ftones abforb it immediately, but thofe of a more folid texture, as 
marbles, &c. keep it on their furface till it evaporates. 

I here take the opportunity of returning my humble thanks to my friends, who have 
generoufly promoted this publication; as without this public manner of acknowledging 
their favours, I would think myfelf guilty of ingratitude, which, in my opinion, is one 
of the moft deteftable vices. 

London, 

Feb. the 15th, 1771. 
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A PRIL the I2th, 1749. This morning I went to Philadelphia and the places 
adjacent, in order to know whether there were more plants lately fprung up than 
at Raccoon, and in New Jerfey in general. The wet weather which had happened 
the preceding days had made the roads very bad in low and clayey places. 

The leaves which dropt laft autumn had covered the ground in depth three or four 
inches. As this feems to hinder the growth of the grafs, it was cuftomary to bum it in 
March, or at the end of that month, (according to the old ftile) in order to give the 
grafs the liberty of growing up. I found feverai fpots burnt in this manner to-day; 
but if it be ufeful one way, it does a great deal of damage in another ; all the young 
ihoots of feverai trees were burnt witn the dead leaves, which diminiIhes the woods 
confiderably; and in fuch places where the dead leaves had been burnt for feverai years 
together, the old trees were only left, which being cuts-down, there remains nothing 
. but a great field, without any wood. At the fame time, all forts of trees and plants 
are confumed by the fire,'or at leaf! deprived of their power of budding; a great, 
number of plants, and moft of the grafles here, are annual; their feeds fall between 
the leaves, and by that means are burnt: this is another caufe of univerfal complaint, 
that grafs is much fcarcer at prefent in the Woods than it was formerly; a great number 
of dry and hollow trees are burnt at the fame time, though they could ferve as fuel 
in the houfes, and by that means fpare part of the forefts. The upper mould likewife 
burns away in part by that means, not to mention feverai other inconveniencies with 
which this burning of the dead leaves is attended. To this purpofe, the government of 
Penfylvania have lately publilhed an edidt, which prohibits this burning; nevcrthclefs 
every one did as he pleafed, and this prohibition met with a general cenfure. 

There were vaft numbers of woodlice in the woods about this time; they are a very 
difagreeable infect; for as foon as a perfon fits down on an old Rump of a tree, or on 
a tree which is cut down, or on the ground itfelf, a whole army of woodlice creep upon 
his clothes, and infenfibly come upon the naked body. 

1 had a piece of petrified wood given me to-day, which was found deep in the ground 
at Raccoon. In this wood the fibres and inward rings appeared very plainly; it Teemed 
tq be a piece of hiccory, for it was as like it, in every refpeft, as if it had but juft 
been cut from a hiccory tree. 

I likewife got fome fhells to-day, which the English commonly call clams, and 
whereof the Indians make their ornaments and money, which l Ihall take an oppor¬ 
tunity of fpeaking of in thefequel. Thefe clams were not frelh, but fuch as are every 
where found in New Jerfey, on digging deep into the groundthe live (hells of this 
kind are only found in fait water, and on the fea coafts. But thefe clams were found 
at Raccoon, about eight or nine Englifh miles from the river Delaware, and near a 
hundred from the neareft fea-fhore. 

At night I went to Mr. Bar tram’s feat. 

* April 13th. I employed this day in feverai obfervations relative to botany. 

Two nefts of wafps hung in a high maple-tree, over a brook. • Their form was 
wholly the fame with that of our wafp nefts, but they exceeded them in - Eacjj 

A. / 
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neft was ten Inches in diameter ; in each neft were three cakes, above one another, of 
which the lowermoft was the biggeft, and the two uppermoft decreafcd in proportion: 
there were fome eggs of wafps in them. The diameter of the loweft was about 
fix inches and one quarter, and that of the uppermoft, three inches and three quarters* 
The cells in which the eggs, or the young ones were depofited, were hexagonal, and 
the colour of the neft grey. ! was told that the wafps make this kind of nefts out of 
the grey fplinrs, which ftick to old pales and walls. A dark brown bee, with black 
antennae, and two black rings on the belly, and purple wings, flew about the trees, 
and might perhaps be an inhabitant of thefe nefts. , 

Another kind of wafps, which are larger than thefe, make their nefts quite open. 
It confifts merely of one cake, which has no covering, and is made of the boughs of 
trees. The cells are horizontal, and when the eggs or young larvae lie in them they 
have lids or coverings, that the rain may not come into them. But whither the old 
wafps retreat during ftorms, is a myftery tome, except they creep into the crevices of 
rocks. That fide of the cake which is uppermoft is covered with fome oily particles, 
fo that the rain cannot penetrate. The cells are hexagonal, from five to feven lines 
deep, and two lines in diameter. Mr. Bartram obferved, that thefe nefts are built of 
two forts of materials, viz. the fplints which are found upon old pales, or fences, and 
which the wind feparates from them; for the wafps have often been obferved to fit on 
fuchold wood, and to gnaw away thefe fplints; thefides, and the lid or cover of the 
cells are made of an animal fubftance, or glutinous matter, thrown up by the wafps, 
or prepared in their mouths; for when this fubftance is thrown into the fire, it does not 
burn, but is only finged, like hair or horn. But the bottom of the neft being put 
into the fire, burns like linen or half-rotten wood, and leaves a fmell of burnt wood. 
The wafps, whofe nefts I have now deferibed, have three elevated black fhining points 
on the forehead *, and a pentagonal black fpot on the thorax. Towards the end of 
autumn thefe wafps creep into the cavities of mountains, where they lie torpid during 
winter. In fpring, when the fun begins to operate, they come out during day-time, 
but return towards night, when it grows cold. I faw them early in fpring during fun- 
lhine, in and about fome cavities in the mountaiils. I was told of another fpecies of 
wafps, which make their nefts under ground. 

Gyrinus natator (Americanus), or the whirl-beetles. Thefe were found dancing in 
great g umbers on the furface of the waters. 

April 14th. This morning I went down to Chefter: in feveral places on the road 
are faw-mills; but thofe which I faw to-day had no more than one faw. I likewife 
perceived that the woods and forefts of thefe parts had been very roughly treated, k 
is cuftomary here, when they ereft faw-mills, wind-mills, or iron-works, to lead the 
water a good way lower, in cafe the ground near a fall in the river is not convenient/or 
building upon. 

April 16th. This morning I returned to Raccoon. This country has feveral kinds 
of fwallows, viz. fuchaslivein bams, in chimneys, and under ground; there are 
likewife martens. 

Hie bam fwallows, or houfe fwallows, are thofe with a furcated tail. They are 
Linnaeus’s hirundo ruftica. I found them in all the parts of North America which I 
travelled over. They correfpond very nearly to the European houfe-fwallow. In regard to 

* Thefe three points are common to moil infefts, and ought therefore not to be made chara&criiU's 
of any particular faeries. They ate called {lemmata, and are a kind of eyes which ftrve the infeds/or 
looking tt biftmt ofejefitt, aa the compound eyes do for objefts near at band. F. 

their 
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their colour, however, there feerai to be a fraall difference in the. note.. I took no no¬ 
tice this year when they arrived: but the following year, 1750,1 obferved them for 
the firft time, on the 10th of April (new ftyle); the next day in the morning, I< 4 kw 
great numbers of them fitting on polls and planks, and they were as wet as if they had 
been juft come out of the fea *. They build their nefts in houfes, and under the roofs 

on 

• It hat been a fubjeft of contcft among naturalifts, to determine the winter retreat of fwallows. Some 
think, they go to warmer climates when they disappear in the northern countries: others fay, they creep 
into hollow tices, and holes in clefts of rocks, and lie there all the winter in a torpid Hate : and others 
affirm, that they take their retreat into water, and revive again in fpring. The two firft opinions have 
been proved, and it feems have found credit; the laft have been treated as ridiculous, and almoft as an 
old woman’s tale. Natural hiftory, as all the other hiftories, depends not always upon the intrinfic 
degree of probability, but upon fads founded on the teftimony of people of noted veracity. — Swallows 
are feldom feen finking down into the water; fwallows have not fuch organs as frogs or lizards, which are 
torpid during winter, ergo, fwallows live not, and cannot live under water. — ThiB way of arguing, 
I believe, would carry us, in a great many cafes, too far 5 for though it is not clear to every one, it may 
however be true; and lizards and frogB are animals of a clafj widely different from that of birds, and muft 
therefore of courfe have a different ftrudure 5 hence it is they are claffed fcparatrly. The bear and the 
marmot are in winter in a torpid ftate, and have however not fuch organs as lizards and frogs; and nobody 
doubts of their being, during fome time, in the moft rigid climates, iu a torpid ftate ; for the Alpine na« 
tions hunt the marmots frequently, by digging their holes up, and find, them fo torpid, that they eft their 
throats, without their reviving or giving the leait fign of life during the operation ; but when the torpid 
marmot is brought into a warm room and placed before the fire, it revives from its tfithargy. The quef- 
tion muft therefore be decided by lads; nor are they wanting here; Dr. Wallerius, the celebrated Swe- 
difh chemift, wrote in 1748, September the 6th, O. S. to the late Mr. Klein, fecretary to the city of 
Dantzick: “ That he has feen, more than once, fwallows affembling on a reed, till they were all immerfed 
and went to the bottom 5 this being preceded by a jjirge of a quarter of an hour’s length. He atteftt 
likewife, that he had feen a fwallow caught during winter out of a* lake with a net, drawn, as is common 
in northern countries, under the ice: this bird was brought into a warm room, revived, fluttered about, 
and foon after died.” 

Mr. Klein applied to many fermiers generaux of the King of Pruifia’s domains, who had great lakes in 
their dillrifts, the fifhery in them being a part of the revenue ; in winter the fifhery thereon is the mod: 
confiderable under the ice, with nets fpreading more than two hundred or three hundred fathoms, and they 
are often wound by ferews and engines, on«account of their weight. All the people queftioned mam: 
affidavits upon oath before themagiftrates. Firft, The mother of the Countefs Lehndorf faid, that ihe had 
feen a bundle of fwallows brought from the Frifh-haff (a lake communicating with the Baltic at Pillau) 
which when brought into a moderately warm room, revived and fluttered about. Secondly, Count Schlie- 
ben gave an inftrument on ftamped paper, importing, that by fifhing on the lake belonging to his eftate 
of Gerdauen, in winter, he fawfcveral fwallows caught in the net, one of which betook up with ms hand, 
brought it iuto a warm room, where it lay about an hour, when it began to dir, and half an hour after it 
flew about in the room. Thirdly, fermier general (Amtman) Witkow/ki made affidavit, that in the year 
1740, three fwallows were brought up with the net in the great pond atDidlacken; in the year 1741 he 
got two fwallows from another part of the pond, and took them home, (they all being caught in his 
prefence) ; after an hotir’s fpace they revived all in a warm room, fluttered about, and died three hours 
after. Fourthly, Amtmam Eonke fays, that having had the eftate Klelkow in farm, he had feeu nine 
fwallows brought up in the net from under the ice, all which he took into a warm room, where he diftin&ly 
obferved how they gradually revived ; but a few hours after they all died. Another time his people got 
likewife fume fwallcrws in a net, but he ordered them again to be thrown into the water. Fifthly, Andrew 
Kutta, a matter filherman, at Oletflco, made affidavit, 1747, that twenty-two years ago, two fwallows were 
taken up by him, in a net, under the ice, and being brought into a warmToom, they flew about. Sixthly, 
Jacob Kofiulo, a matter fifherman, at Stradauen, made affidavit, that in 1736, he brought up in Winter, 
in a net, from under the ice of the lake at Raiki, a fcemingly dead fwallow, which revived in half an hour's 
time, in a warm room, and he faw, a quarter of an hour after, the bird grow weaker, and (bon after 
dying. Seventhly, I can reckon myfelf among the eye-witneffes of this paradoxon of natural hiftory. In 
the year 1735, being a little boy, I flaw feveral fwallows brought in winter by fifhermen, frOra the river 
Viftula, to my father’s houfe, where %Wo of them were brought into a warm room, revived, and flew 
about. I faw them feveral times fettling on the warm ftove, (which the northern natipos jayeih their 
rooms) and 1 recoiled well that the fame forenoon they died, and I bad them, whe&i 4 e*d> *0 *7 hand. 
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on theoutftde; I Hkefcife found their nefts built on mouhtains and rocks wbcfe top 
proje&ed beyond the bottom; they build too under the comers of perpendicular rooks ‘ r 
and this fhews where the fwallows made their nefts, before the Europeans fettk^jpd 
built houfes here; for it is well known that the huts of the Indians could not fervogbe 

{ mrpofe of the fwallows. A very creditable lady and her children told me the sol- 
owing ftory, alluring me that they were eye-witnefles to it: a couple of fwallows built 
their neft in the liable belonging to the lady; the female fvvallow fat upon the neft* 
laid eggs in it, and was about to brood them ; fome days after, the people faw the fe^ 
male will fitting on the eggs; but the male flying .about the neft, and fometimes fettling 
on a nail, was heard to utter a very plaintive note, which betrayed his uneafinefs: on a 
nearer examination the caufe appeared, for the female was found dead in the neft. The 
male then went to fit upon the eggs, but after being about two hours on them, and 
thinking the bufinefs too troublefome for him, he went out, and returned in the after¬ 
noon with another female, which fat upon the eggs, and afterwards fed the young ones * 


In the year 1754, after the death of my uncle Godefroy Wolf, captain in the Polifh regiment of foot- 
guards ; being myfclf one of his heirs, I adminiftered for my co-heire feveral edates called the Starofty of 
Dirfchau, in Polifh Pruflia, which my late uncle farmed under the King. In January the lake of 
Lybfhau, belonging to thefe edates being covered with ice, I ordered the fifhermen to fifh therein, and 
in my prefence federal fwallows were taken, which the fifhermen threw in again ; but one I took up 
myfclf, brought it home, which was five miles from thence, and it,revived, but died about an hour after 
its reviving. Thefe arc fads attefled bf people of the highelt quality, by fome in public offices, and by 
others, who, though of a low rank, however made thefe affidavits upon oath. It is impoffible to fuppofe' 
ihdifcriminately that they were prompted by views of filtered, to affcrt as a fad, a thing which had no 
truth in it. It is therefore highly probable, or rather inconteftably true, that fwallows retire in the 
Northern countries during winter into the water, and day there in a torpid date, till the return or 
warmth revives them again in lpring. The quedion therefore I believe ought for the future to be thus 
dated ; The fwallows in Spain, Italy, France, and perhaps fome from England, remove to warmer cli¬ 
mates ; fome Englifh ones, and fume in Germany and other mild countries, retire into clefts and holea 
in rocks, and remain there in a torpid date. In the colder northern countries the fwallows immerfe in the 
fea, in lakes and rivers, and remain in a torpid date under ice during winter. There are dill fome objec¬ 
tions to this latter affirtion, which we mud remove. It is faid, why do not rapacious fifh, and aquatic 
quadrupeds and birds, devour thefe fwallows ? The anfwer is obvious. Swallows chufe only fuch places 
in the water for their winter retreat, as ate near reeds and rufhes, fo that finking down there between them- 
and their roots, they are by them fecured againd the rapaciouftiefs of their enemies. But others objed, 
why are not thefe birds caught in fuch waters as are continually harrafled by nets ? I believe the lame 
anfwer which has been made to the fird objedion, will ferve for this likewife. Fifhermen take care to 
keep ofF with their nets from places filled with reeds and rufhes, for fear of entangling and tearing their 
nets i and thus the fituation of fwallows under water, is the rcafon that they are felaom didurbed in thejr 
filent winter retreats. What confirms this opinion dill more is, that fwallows were never caught in Pruflia, 
according to the shove-mentioned affidavits, but with tliofe parts of the net which palfed near to the reeds 
and rufhes; and fometimes the fwallows were yet fattened with their feet to a reed when they were drawn 
up by the net. As to the argument taken from their being fo long under water without corruption. Is 
believe there is a real difference between animals fuffocated in water, and animals being torpid therein. 
We have examples of things being a long time under water, to which we may add the intenfe cold of thefe 
northern regions which prtferves them. Who would have thought it, that fnails and polypes may be 
diffc&ed, and could reproduce the parts fevered from their body, if it was not a fad? Natural hiftory 
ought to be fludied as a collcdion of fads, not as the hiftory of our guefTes or opinions. Nature varies- 
» an infinite manner; and Providence has diverfified the iuftind of animals, and their eeconomy, and 
adapted it to the various feafonB and climates. This long digreffion I thought ncceffary and excufable ; 
and tire more fo, as the ingenious great friends to the caufe of Natural Hillory, the late Mr. CulUnfon and 
' Mr. Pennant, have both afTcrted the impoffibility and improbability of this immerfion. I revere the 
memory and the afhes of the one, and think the friendfhip bT the other an honour to me ; but am affined, 
that both prefer truth to their private opinion, and can hear a model! oppofition, when it is proprfed 
with candour, with a view to promote truth, and with fentiments of refped aud gratitude, as it h done 
by me in the prefent cafe. E. * 
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till they were able to provide for themfelves. The people differed here iatiheiropinfons 
about the abode of fwallows in winter: mod: of the Swedes thought that they layat 
the bottom of the fea; fome, with the Englifh and the French in Canada, thought that 
they migrate to the Southward in Autumn,.and return in fpring. I have likewise been 
credibly informed in Albany, that they have been found flceping in deep holes and 
clefts of rocks, during winter. 

The chimney fwallows are the fecond fpecies, and they derive their name from 
building their nefts in chimneys, which are not made ufe of in fummer: Sometimes 
7 when the fire is not very great, they -do not mind the fmoke, and remain in the chim¬ 
ney. I did not fee them this year till late in May, but in the enfuing year, 1750, they 
arrived on the 3d of May, for they appear much later than the other fwallows. It is 
remarkable that each feather in their tail ends in a ftiff (harp point, likq the aid of an 
, awl; they apply the tail to the fide of the wall in the chimneys, hold themfelves with 
their feet, and the ftiff tail ferves to keep them up: they make a great thundering noife 
all the day long, by flying up and down in the chimneys; and as they build their nefts 
in chimneys only, and it is well known that the Indians have not fo much as a hearth 
made of mafonry, much lefs a chimney, but make their fires on the ground in their 
huts, it is an obvious queftion. Where did thefe fwallows build their nefts before the 
Europeans came, and made houfes with chimneys ? It is probable that they formerly 
made them in great hollow trees. This opinion was adopted by Mr. Bartram, and 
many others here. Catefby has deferibed the chimney fwallow and figured it *, and 
Dr. Linnaeus calls it hirundo pelafgia. 

The ground fwallows or fand martins, (Linnaeus’s hirundo riparia) are to be met with 
every where in America; they make their nefts in the ground on the fteep fhores of 
rivers and lakes. 

The purple martins have likewife been deferibed and drawn in their natural colours 
by Catefby f. Dr. Linnaeus likewife calls them hirundo purpurea. They are lefs 
common here than the former fpecies; I have feen in feveral places little houfes made 
of boards, and fixed on the outfide of the walls, on purpoie that thefe martins may 
make their nefts in them ; for the people are very defirous of having them near their 
houfes, becaufe they both drive away hawks and crows as foon as they fee them, and 
Alarm the poultry, by their anxious note, of the approach of their enemies. The 
chickens are likewife ufed to run under fhelter, as foon as they are warned by the 
martins. 

April 17th. The dirca paluftris, or moufe-wood, is a little fhrub which grows on the 
rifing ground adjoining to the fwamps and marfhes, and was now in full bloffoin. The 
Englifh in Albany, call it leather-wood, becaufe its bark is as tough as leather. .The 
French in Canada, call it bois de plomb, or leaden-wood, becaufe the wood itfelf is as 
foft and as tough as lead. The bark of this fhrub was made ufc of for ropes, bafkets. 
Sec. by the Indians, whilft they lived among the Swedes; and it is really very fit for 
that purpofe, on account of its remarkable ftrength and toughnefs, which is equal to 
that of the lime-tree bark. The Englifh and the Dutch in many parts of North Ame» 
rica, and the French in Canada, employ this bark in all cafes where we make ufe of lime- 
tree bark in Europe. The tree itfelf is very tough, and you cannot eafily feparate its 
branches without the help of a knife: fome people employ the twigs for rods. 

* Hirundo, cam’.a aculeata, Americana. Cafcfb. Carol, vpl. iii. t. 8. 

f Hirundo purpurea. Nat. Hitt, of Carol, vol/i, t. 51. 
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April aoth. This day I found the .ftrawberries in flower, for tjiefirft time this 
* year: the'frtfit isscpnimonly larger than that m Swedenj but it feems to"betefa fwect 
. and agreeable. ^ ■ ' ■*' 3?^'..' 

The annual harveft, I am told, is always of fuch a nature, that it affords plenty of 
bread for the inhabitants, though it turns out to greater advantage in fome years than 
it does in others. A venerable feptuagenary Swede, called Aoke Helm, auijred me, 
that in his time noabfolutely barren crop had been met with, but that the people had 
always had pretty plentiful crops. It is likewife to be obferved, that the people eat 
their bread of maize, rye, or wheat, quite pure and free From the inferior kinds of corn, 

' and clear of hulks, ftalks, or other impurities. • Many aged Swedes and Englishmen 
confirmed this account, and faid, that they could not remember any crop fo bad as to 
make the people fufFer in the lead, much lefs that any body was ftarvcd*to death, whilfit 
they were in Apferica. Sometimes the price of com rofe higher in one year than in 
another, on account of a great drought or bad weather, but uill there was always com 
fufficient for the confumption of the inhabitants. Nor is it likely that any great' famine 
can happen in this country, unlefs it pleafe God to afllid it with extraordinary punifh- 
ments. The weather is well known, from more than fixty years experience. Here are 
no cold nights which hurt the germ; the wet is of fliort continuance, and the drought 
is feldom or never of long duration; but the chief thing is the great variety of com. 
The people fow the different kinds at different times and feafons, and though one crop 
turn out bad, yet another fucceeds. The fumrner is fo long, that of fome fpecies of 
com they may get three crops. There is hardly a month from May to October or 
November inclufive, in which the people do not reap fome kind of corn, or gather 
fome fort of fruit. It would indeed be a very great misfortune if a bad crop fhould 
happen } % for here, as in many other places, they lay up no {lores, and are contented 
that there is plenty of food for the prefent exigencies. 

The peach-trees were now every where in bloffom; their leaves were not yet come 
out of the buds, and therefore the flowers fhewed to greater advantage; their beauti¬ 
ful pale red colour had a very fine efFeft; and they fat fo clofe that the branches were 
entirely clad with them. The other fruit trees were not yet in flower j. however, the 
apple blofloms^ began to appear. 

The Englifh and the Swedes of America, give the name of currants * to a ihrub 
which grows in wet ground, and near fwamps, and which was now in bloffom j its 
flowers are white, have a very agreeable fragancy, and grow in oblong bunches; the 
fruit is very good eating, when it is ripe; the ftyle (ftylus) is thread-fhaped (fili- 
formis), and'fhorter than the ftamina; it is divided in the middle, into five parts, or 
ftigmata. Dr. Linnaeus calls it crataegus f, and Dr. Gronovius calls it a mefpilus J. 

April 2 2d. The Swedes give the name of whipperiwill, and the Englifh that of whip- 
poor-will, to a kind of no&urnal bird, whofe voice is heard in North America, alraoft 
throughout the whole night. Catefby and Edwards both have deferibed and figured 
it §. Dr. Linnaeus calls it a variety of the caprimulgus Europaeus, or goat-fucker: its- 
fliape, colour, fize, and other qualities make it difficult to diltinguiffi them from each 
other; but the peculiar note of the American one diftinguifhes it from the European 

* It tnuft be carefully diftinguiihed from what ia called currants in England, which .it the ribea 
rubrum. F. 

f Cratsegus tomentofa, Linn. Spec. pi. p. 682. 

j Mefpilus inermis, foliia ovato-oblungis, ferratia, fubtus tomentofia. Greoov. FL Virgin. 55. 

| Caprimulgua minor Americanua. Cate/b- Nat. Hill, of Carolina, vol.iii. t. 16. Edwards’s, Nat. 
Huh of Birda,t.< 5 j. 
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one, and from all other birds: it is not found here during winter, but returns with the 
beginning of fummer. I heard it to-day, for the firft time, and many*'other people faid, * 
that they had not heard it before this fummer; its Englilh and Swedifh name"ls taken 
from its note; but, accurately fpeaking, it does not call whipperiwill, nor whip-poor^ 
will, but rather whipperiwip, fo that the firft and laft fyllables are accented, and the 
intermediate ones but flightly pronounced. The Englifh change the call of this bird 
into whip-poor-will, that it may have fome kind of fignification : it is neither heard nor 
feen in day-time; but foon after fun-fet it begins to call, and continues for a good 
f while, as the cuckoo does in Europe. After it has continued calling in a place for 
fome time, it removes to another, and begins again: it ufually comes feverai times in 
a night, and fettles clofe to the houfes; 1 have iecn it coming late in the evening, and 
fettling on the fteps of the houfe in order to ling its fong ; it is very fhy, and when a 
parfon ftood ftill, it would fettle dole by him, and begin to call. It came to the houfes 
‘in order to get its food, which confifts of infefts ; and thofe always abound near the 
houfes at night; when it fat and called its whipperiwhip, and favv an infed palling, it 
flew up and caught it, and fettled again. Sometimes you hear four or five, or more, 
near each other, calling as it were for a wager, and raifing a great noife in the woods. 
They were feldom heard in towns, being either extirpated there, or frightened away, 
by frequent fhooting. They do not like to fit on trees, but are commonly on the 
ground, or very' low in bullies, or on the lower poles of the *£nclofurcs; they always fly 
near the ground ; they continue their calling at night till it grows quite dark ; they 
are filent till the dawn of day comes on, and then they call till the fun rifes. The fun 
feems to flop their mouths, or dazzle their'eyes, fo as to make them fit ftill. I have 
never heard them call in the midft of night, though 1 have hearkened very attentively 
on purpofe to hear it, and many others have done the fafne. I am told they make no 
neft, but lay two eggs in the open fields. My fervant Ihot at one which fat on a bulh 
near the houfe, and though he did not hit it, yet it fell down through fear, and lay for 
fome time as if dead, but recovered afterwards. It never attempted to bite when it was 
held in the hands, only endeavouring to get loofe by ftirring itfelf about. Above, and 
clofe under the eyes, were feverai black, long, and ftiff briftles, as in other noftumal 
birds. The Europeans eat it. Mr. Catcfby fays, the Indians affirm, that they never 
Jjzw thefe birds, or heard of them, before a certain great battle, in which the Europeans 
killed a great number of Indians. Therefore, they fuppofe that thefe birds, which arc 
reftlefs, and utter their plaintive note at night, are the fouls of their anceftors who died 
in battle. 

* April 24th. To-day the cherry-trees began to fhow their bloflbms; they had already 
pretty large leaves. 

The apple-trees likewife began to bloffom ; however, the cherry-trees were* more 
forward: they likewife got a greenifh hue from their leaves. 

The mulberry-trees * were yet quite naked; and I was forry to find that this tree is 
one of the lateft in getting leaves, and one of the firft which gets fruit. 

April 26th. This morning 1 travelled to Penn’s Neck. The tulip-trees, efpecially 
the tall ones, looked quite green, being covered with their leaves ; this tree is there¬ 
fore one of the earlieft which get leaves. * 

To-day I faw the flowers of the faflafras-tree, (laurus faffafras.) The leaves were 
aot yet come out. The flowers have a fine fmell. 

The lupinus perennis is abundant in the woods, and grows equally in good foil and 


* Morus rubra. 
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ia poor. I often found it thriving on very poor fandy fields, and on heaths, where on 
■other plants will grow. Its flowers, which commonly appear in the middle of May, 
nialro a fine fliew by their purple hue. I was told, that the cattle eat thefe flowers 
very greedily; but I was forry to find very often that they were not fo fond of it as it 
is reprefented, efpecially when they had any thing elfe to eat; and they feldom touched 
it, notwithstanding its fine green colour, and its foftnefs: thehorfeseat the flowers, 
but leave the (talks and leaves. If the cattle eat this plant in fpring, neceflity and 
hunger give it a relifh. This country does not afford any green paftures like the Swedifh 
ones; the woods are the places where the cattle intjft: col left their food. The ground 
in the woods is chiefly flat, or with very little rifings. The trees (land far afunder; 
but the ground between them is not covered with green lbds; for there are but few 
kinds of grades in the woods, and they (land Angle and fcattered. The foil is very 
loofe, partly owing to the dead leaves which cover the ground during a great part of ‘ 
the year. Thus the cattle find very little grafs in the woods, Snd are forced to be fatif- 
fied with all kinds of plants which come in their way, whether they be good or bad 
food. I faw for fome time this fpring, that the cattle bit off the tops and fhoots of young 
trees, and fed upon them ; for no plants were yet come up, and they (land in general 
but very thin, and fcattered here and there, as l have juft mentioned. Hence you may 
eaiily imagine that hunger compels the cattle to eat plants, which they would not touch 
were they better provided for.* However, I am of opinion, that it would be worth 
while to make ufe of this lupine to mend dry fandy heaths,.and, I believe, it would not 
be abfolutely impoflible to find out the means of making it agreeable to the cattle. 

The oaks here have fimilar qualities with the European ones. They keep their 
dead leaves almoft during the whole winter, and are very backward in getting frefh 
ones; they had no leaves as yet, and were but juft beginning to fhew a few. 

The humming-bird, which the Swedes callking’s-bird*, and which I have mentioned 
in a former volume, appeared hereabouts to-day, for the firft time this fpring. 

Numbers of oil beetles, (Meloc Profcaraboeus) fat on the leaves of white hellebore 
(Veratrum album) and feafted on them. I considered them a great while, and they 
devoured a leaf in a few minutes. Some of them had already eaten fo much that they 
could hardly creep. Thus this plant, which is almoft certain death to other animals, is 
their dainty food. 

The fire-flies appeared at night, for the firft time this year, and flew about between 
the trees, in the woods. It feenicd, in the dark, as if fparks of fire flew up and down. 
I will give a more particular account of them in another place. 

Towards night I went to Raccoon. 

May 1 ft. The laft night was fo cold, that the ground at fun-rifing was as white as 
fnow, from the hoary-froft. The Swedifh thermometer was a degree and a half below 
the freezing point. We obferved no ice in the rivers or waters of any depth; but upon 
fuch only as were about three inches deep, the ice lay to the thicknefs of one third 
part of a line f. The evening before, the wind was fouth, but the night was calm. 
The apple-trees and cherry-trees were in full bloffoir. The peach-trees were almoft: 
nut of flower. Mod of the foreft-trees had already got new and tender leaves, and 
moft of them were in flower, as almoft all kinds of oaks, the dog-wood, (Cornus Flori¬ 
da), hiccory, wild prunes, faffafras, horn-beam, beeches. &c. 

The plants which were found damaged by the froft, were the following. 1. The 
hiccory. Moft of the young trees of this kind had their leaves killed by the froft, fo 

• Kungsfogel. f The tenth part of an inch. 
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that they looked quite black in the afternoon; the leaves were confumed by froft even 
where in the fields, near the marfhes, and in the woods. 2. The black oak. Several 
of thefe trees had their leaves damaged by the froft. 3. The white oak. Some very 
young trees of this kind had loft their leaves by the froft. 4. The blofibms of the 
cherry trees were hurt in feveral places. 5. The flowers of the Englifli walnut-tree 
were entirely fpoiled by the froft. 6. The rhus glabra. Some of thefe trees had al¬ 
ready got leaves, and they were killed by the cold. 7. The rhus radicans; the tender 
young trees of this kind differed from the froft, and had their leaves partly killed. 

8. The thalictra, or meadow rues, had both their flowers and leaves hurt by the froft. 

9. The podophyllum peltatum. Of this plant there was not above one in five hundred 
hurt by the froft. i o. The ferns. A number of them, which were lately come up, 
were deftroyed. I muft add feveral plants which were likewife hurt, but which I could 
not diftinguilh, on account of their ftnallnefs. 

1 went to feveral places this day. 

The bartfia coccinea grew in great abundance on feveral low meadows. Its flowers 
buds were already tinged with their precious fcarlet, and adorned the meadows. It is 
not yet applied to any ufe, but that of delighting the fight. 

One of the Swedes here had planted an Englifli walnut-tree (Juglans regia) in his 
garden, and it was now about three yards high ; it was in full blolfom, and had already 
great leaves, whereas the black walnut-trees, which grourTpoutancoufly in every part of 
this country, had not yet any leaves, or flowers. The laft night’s froft had killed all 
the leaves of the European kind. Dr. Franklin told me afterwards, that there had been 
fome Englifli walnut-trees in Philadelphia, which c v ame on very well; but that they were 
killed by the froft. 

I looked about me for the trees which had not yet got frdh leaves, and I found tha 
following ones: 

Juglans nigra, or the black walnut-tree, 

Fraxinus excelfior, or the afti. 

Acer Negundo, called the white afli here. 

Nyffa aquatica, the tupelo-tree. 

Diofpyros Virginiana, or the perfimon. 

Vitis labrufea, or the fox-grapes; and 

Rhus glabra, or the fumach. 

The trees whofe leaves were coming out, were the following:. 

Morus rubra, the mulberry-tree. 

Fagus Caftanea, the chefnut-tree. 

Platanus occidentalis, or the water-beech* 

Laurus fafiafras, the faflfafras-tree. 

Juglans alba, the hiccory. Some trees of this kind had already large leaves, bur 
others had none at all •, the fame difference, I believe, exifts likewife among the other 
ipecies of hiccory. ’ 

The Virginian cherry-tree grows here and there, in the woods and glades: its leaves 
were already pretty large; but the flowers were not yet entirely open. 

The faffafras-tree was now every where in flower; but its leaves were not yet quite 
difclofed 

The Liquidambar ftyraciflua or fweet gum-tree, grows in the woods, efpecially in 
wet foil, in and near purling rivulets: its leaves were now already fprouting out at its 
fummit. 1 his tree grows to a great thicknefs, and its height rivals that of the tailed 
firs and oaks; as it grows higher, the lower branches die and drop, and leave the ftem 

* at 
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■at laft quite fmooth and ftrait, with a great crown at the very furamit; the feeds are 
contained in round, dentated cones, which drop in autumn ; and as the tree is very 
tall, fo the high winds carry the feeds away to a great diftance. I have already given 
an account of the ufe of this tree in the firft volume, to which I mud add the following 
account. 

The wood can be made very fmooth,becaufe its veins are extremely fine: but it is 
not hard ; you can carve letters on it with a knife, which will leem to be engraved. 
Mr. Lewis Evans told me, from his own experience, that no wood in this country was 
more fit for making moulds for carting bral's in, than this. I enquired of Mr. Bartram, 
“ Whether he had found the rolin on this tree, which is fo much praifed in phyfic?” 
He told me, “ That a very odoriferous rofin always flows out of any cut or wound, 
which is made in the tree ; but that the quantity here was too inconfiderable to recom- 
penfe the labour of collecting it.” This odoriferous rofin or gum firft gave rife to the 
Englifh name. The further you go to the fouth, the greater quantity of gum does the 
tree yield, fo that it is eafv to colled it. Mr. Bartram was of opinion, that this tree was 
properly calculated for the climate of Carolina, and that it was brought by feveral ways 
■fo far north as New York. In the fouthem countries the heat of t|je fun fills the tree 
with gum, but in the not them ones it does not. 

May 2nd. This morning 1 travelled down to Salem, in order to fee the 
country. 

The fafiafi as-tree flood lingle in the woods, and along the fences, round the fields: 
it was now diftinguifliable at a diftance for its fine flowers, which being now quite open, 
made it look quite yellow. The leaves were not yet coine out. 

In fome meadows the grafs was already > grown up pretty high : but it is to be ob- 
ferved, that thefe meadows were'marfhy, and that no cattle had been on them this year. 
Thefe meadows are mown twice a year, viz. in May, and the end of Auguft, or be¬ 
ginning of September, old ftyle. I faw fome meadows of this kind to-day, in which I 
faw grafs which was now altnoft fit to be inown; and many meadows in Sweden have 
not fuch grafs at the proper time of mowing, as thefe had now; thefe meadows lay in 
marfhes and vallies, where the fun had very great power: the grafs confiftcd merely 
of cyprus-grafs or carex. The wild prune-trees were now every where in flower; 
they grow here and there in the woods, but commonly near marfhes and in wet ground: 
they are diftinguifhable by their white flowers : the fruit when ripe is eatable. 

The cornus florida, or dogwood, grows in the forefts, on hills, on plains, in vallies, 
in marfhes, and. near rivulets. 1 cannot therefore fay which is its native foil; however, 
it feems that in a low but not a wet foil it fucceeds beft; it was now adorned with its 
great fnowy involucra, which render it confpicuous even at a diftance. At this time it 
is a pleafure to travel through the woods, fo much are they beautified by the blofloms 
of this tree. The flowers which are within the involucra began to open to-day. The 
tree does not grow to any confiderable height or thicknefs, but is about the fize of our 
mountain afh (Sorbus aucuparia). There are three fpecies of this free in the woods ; 
one with great white involucra, another with f'mall white ones, and a third with reddifh 
ones. 

The woods were now full of birds : I faw the Ieffer fpecies every where hopping on 
the ground, or creeping in bufhes, without any great degree of ihinefs; it is therefore 
very eafy for all kind of fnakes to approach and bite them. I believe that the rattle¬ 
snake has nothing to do but to lie (till, and without waiting long, fome little bird or other 
will pafs by or run direftly upon her, giving her an opportunity of catching it, withput 
any enchantment. 

Salem 
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Salem is a little trading town, fituated at fome diftance from the river Delaware. 
The houfes do not (land far afunder, and are partly (tone, and partly wood. A rivulet 
partes by the town, and falls into the Delaware. The inhabitants live by their feveral 
trades as well as they can. In the neighbourhood of Salem arc fomc very low and 
fwampy meadows ; and therefore it is reckoned a very unwholefome place. Expe¬ 
rience has fhewn, that thofe who came hither from other places to Tettle, got a very 
pale and fickly look, though they arrived in perfect health, and with a very lively co¬ 
lour. The town is veiy cafily diftinguifhed about this time, by the difagreeablc flench 
which aril'es f rom the fwamps. The vapours of the putrid water are carried to thofe 
inhabitants which live next to the marfhes ; and enter the body along with the air, and 
through the pores, and thus are hurtful to health. At the end of every fummer, the 
intermitting fevers are very frequent. I knew a young couple, who came along with 
me from England to America : loon after their arrival at Philadelphia, they went to 
Salem, in perfect health; but a few weeks after they fell fick, and before the winter 
was half over they were botii dead. 

Many of the inhabitants plant faftron; but it is not fo good and fo ftrong as the 
Englifh and French falfron. Perhaps it grows better by being laid up for fome years, 
as tobacco does. 

The gofl’ypium herbaccum, or cotton plant, is an annual plant; and feveral of the 
inhabitants of Salem had began to fow it. Some had the feeds from Carolina, where 
they have great plantations of cotton ; but others got it out of fome cotton which they 
had bought. They faid, it was difficult at firft to get ripe feeds from the plants 
which were fown here; for the fummer in Carolina, from whence their firft feed 
came, is both longer and hotter than it is here. But after the plants have been more 
ul'ed to the climate, and battened more than they were formerly, the feeds are ripe in 
due time. 

At night I returned to Raccoon. 

May 4th. Crab trees are a fpccies of wild apple trees, which grow in the woods 
and glades, but cfpcciaily on little hillocks near rivers *. In New Jerfey the tree is 
rather fcarce ; but in Penfylvania is plentiful. Some people had planted a fingle tree 
of this kind near their farms, on account of the fine fmells which its flowers afford. 
It had begun to open fome of its flowers about a day or two ago ; however, mod of 
them were not yet open. They are exactly like the bloflbms of the common apple 
trees, except that the colour is a little more reddifh in the crab trees ; though fome 
kinds of the cultivated trees have flowers which are very near as red.: but the fmell 
dillinguiflies them plainly ; for the wild trees have a very pleafant fmell, fomewhat like 
the rafp-berry. The apples, or crabs, are finall, four, and unfit for any thing but to 
make vinegar of. They lie under the trees all the winter, and acquire a yellow colour. 
They feldofti begin to rot before fpring comes on. 

1 cannot omit an obfervation here. The crab-trees opened their flowers only yefter- 
day and to-day ; whereas the cultivated apple-trees, which were brought from Europe, 
had already loft their flowers. The wild cherry-trees did not flower before the 12th of 
May : on the other hand, the cultivated or European ones, had already opened their 
bloflbms on the 24th of April. The black walnut-trees of this country had neither 
leaves nor flowers, when the European kind has large leaves and bloflbms. From 
hence it appears that trees brought over from Europe, of the fame kind with the wild 
trees of America, flower much lboner than the latter. I cannot fay what is the reafon 

C 

* Pyrus coronaria. Linn. Sp. Plant. Malus fylvcflris, floribus odorant. Gronov. Fk Vifginica. p- 5 S' 



KALM*S TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA. 

of this forwardnefs of the European trees in this country, unlefs they bring forth their 
blofloms as foon as they get a certain degree of warmth, which they have in their 
native country. It feems the European trees do not expert, after a confiderable degree 
of warmth, any fuch cold nights as will kill their flowers ; for, in the cold countries, 
there feldom happen any hot days fucceeded by fuch cold nights as will hurt the 
flowers confiderably. On the contrary, the wild trees in this country are diretted by 
experience, (if I may fo fpcak) not to truft to the firft warmth ; but they wait for a 
greater heat, when they are already fafe from cold nights. Therefore, it happens 
often that the flowers of the European trees are killed by the fro ft s here ; but the native 
trees are feldom hurt, though they be of the fame kind with the European ones. This 
is a manifeft proof of the wifdom of the Creator. 

May 5th. Early this morning I went to Rapanpo, which is a great village, whofe 
farms lay all fcattered. It was inhabited merely by Swedes, and not a Angle Englifh- « 
man, or people of any other nation lived in it: therefore they have preferved their native 
Swedifh tongue, and mixed but few Englifh words with it. The intention of my 
journey was partly to fee the place, and to collect plants and other natural curiofities 
there; and partly to find the places where the white cedar, or cuprelTus thyoides, 
grows. 

The May flowers, as the. Swedes call them, were plentiful in the woods wherever I 
went to-day ; efpecially on a dry foil, or one that is fomewhat moift. The Swedes 
have given them this name bccaufe they are in full blafibm in May. Some of the 
Swedes and the Dutch call them pinxter-blocm, (Whitfunday flowers), as they really 
are in bloflom about Whitfuntidei The Englifh call them wild honeyfuckles; and at 
a diftancc they have fome fimilarity to the honeyfuckle or lonicera. Dr. Linnseus, and 
other botanifts, call it an azalea *. Its flowers were now open, and added a new 
ornament to the woods, being little inferior to the flowers of the honeyfuckle and 
hedyfarum. They fit in a circle round the ftem’s extremity, and have cither a dark 
red or a lively red colour; but, by Handing for fome time, the fun bleaches them, 
and at laft they get a whitifh hue. I know not why Colden calls them yellow f. The 
height of the bufh is not always alike. Some were as tall as a full grown man, and 
taller; others were but low, and fome were not above a palm from the ground ; yet 
they were all full of flowers. The people have not yet found that this plant may be 
applied to any ufe ; they only gather the flowers, and put them in pots, becaufe, they 
are very fhewy. They have fome fmell; but I cannot fay it is very pleafant. 
However, the beauty of the colour entitles them to a place in every flower-garden. 

To-day I faw the firft ear of this year’s rye. In Sweden, rye begins to fhew its ears 
aboutnEricmas, that is about the 18th of May, old flile j. But in New Sweden, the 
people laid, they always faw the ears of rye in April, old flile; whether the fpring begins 
late or early. However, in fome years the ears come early, and in others late in April. 
This fpring was reckoned one of the late ones. 

Bullfrogs || are a large fpecies of frogs which I had an opportunity of hearing and 
feeing to-day. As I was riding out, 1 heard a rearing before me; and I thought it 
was a bull in the bufhes, on the other fide of the dyke, though the found was rather 
more hoarfc than that of a bull. 1 was, however, afraid that a bad goring bull might 

* Azalea nud'flora. ^ Linn. Spec. Plant, p. 214. Azalea ramis infra flores midin. Gron. Virg. 21. 
f Azalea ere&a, foliis ovatis, iutegris, altcmis, flare luteo, pilofo, pnecoci. Cold. Lbbr. 25. 
j Accordingly about the 29th of May, new Itile. ' , 

it Rana boana. Linn. Syft. L p. 358. Rana maxima, Americana, aquatics. Catclb, Carol. II. 72. 
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be near me, though I did not fee him, and I continued to think fo till fotne nours 
after, when I talked with fome Swedes about the bullfrogs, and, by their account, I 
immediately found that 1 had heard their voice; for the Swedes told me, that there 
were numbers of them in the dyke. I afterwards hunted for them. Of all the frogs 
in this country, this is doubtlels the greatcfl. I am told that towards autumn, as foon 
as the air begins to grow a little cool, they hide themfelves under the mud, which lies 
at the bottom of ponds and flagrant waters, and lie there torpid during winter. As 
foon as the weather grows mild, towards fumnier, they begin to get out of their holes 
and croak. If the ipring, that is, if the mild weather begins early, they appear about 
the end of March, old ftile ; but if it happens late, they tarry under water till late in 
April. Their places of abode are ponds and bogs with flagrant water; they are never 
in any flowing water. When many of them croak together, they make an enormous noife. 
.Their croak exactly rcfembles the roaring of an ox or bull which is iomewhat hoarfe. 
They croak fo loud, that two people talking by the fide of a pond cannot underftand 
each other. They croak all together; then {top a little, and begin again. It feems 
as if they had a captain among them: for when he begins to croak, all the others 
follow; and when he flops, the others are all filent. When this captain gives the 
fignal for flopping, yon hear a note like poop coming from him. In day time they 
feldom make any great noife, unlefs the Iky is covered. But the night is their croak¬ 
ing time; and, when all is calm, you may hear them, though you arc near a mile 
and a half oil'. When they croak, they commonly are near the i'urface of the water, 
under the buflies, and have their heads out of the water. Therefore, by going 
flowly, one may get clofe up to them before they go.away. As loon as they are quite 
under water, they think themfelves fafe, though the water be very (hallow. 

Sometimes they fit at a good diftance from the pond, but as foon as they fufpeft any 
danger, they haften with great leaps into the water. They are very expert at hop¬ 
ping. A full-grown bullfrog takes near three yards at one hop. I have often been 
told the following ftory by the old Swedes, which happened here, at the time when 
the Indians lived with the Swedes. It is well known, that the Indians arc excellent 
runners ; I have feen them at Governor Johnfon’s, equal the bed horfc in its lwifteft 
courfe, and almoft pais by it. Therefore, in order to try how well the bull-frogs 
A*could leap, fome of the Swedes laid a wager with a young Indian, that he could not 
overtake the frog, provided it had two leaps before hand. They carried a bull¬ 
frog, which they had caught in a pond, upon a field, and burnt his back-fidej the 
( fire, and the Indian, who endeavoured to be clofely up with the frog., had fuch an 
eflfed upon the animal, that it made its long hops acrofs the field as iaft as it could. 
The Indian began to purfue the frog with all his might at the proper time: the noife 
he made in running frightened the poor frog ; probably it was afraid of being tortured 
with fire again, and therefore it redoubled its leaps, and by that means it reached the 
pond before the Indian could overtake it. 

In fome years they are more numerous than in others : nobody could tell whether 
the fnakes had ever ventured to eat them, though they cat all the leffer kinds of frogs. 
The women are no friends to thefe frogs, bccaufe they kill and eat young ducklings 
and goflings: fometimes they carry oft chickens that come too near the ponds. I 
have not obferved that they bile when they are held in the hands, though they 
have little teeth; when they are beaten, they cry out almoft like children. I. 
was told thaf fome eat the thighs of the hind legs, and that they are very palatable. 

A tree which grows in the fwamps here, and in other parts of America, goes by the 
name of white juniper tree. Its Item indeed looks like one of our old tall and ftrait 

10 juniper- 



NAIM'S-TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA. 559 

■ 

juniper-trees in Sweden: but the leaves are different, and the wood is white., The 
Englifli call it white cedar, becaufe the boards which are made of the wood are like 
thofe made of cedar. But neither of thefe names are juft, for the tree is of the cyprefs 
kind *. It always grows in wet ground or fwamps: it is therefore difficult to come to 
them, bccaufe the ground between the little hillocks is full of water. The trees Hand 
both on the hillocks and in the water: they grow very dole together, and have ftrait, 
thick, and tall Items ; but they were greatly reduced in number to what they have 
been before. In fuch places where they are left to grow up, they grow as tall and as 
thick as the talleft fir trees; they preferve their green leaves both in winter and l'uinmer ; 
the tall ones have no branches on the lower part of the item. 

The marlhes where thefe trees grow are called cedar fwamps. The cedar fwamps 
are numerous in New Jerfey, and likewife in fame parts of Penfylvania and New 
York. The mod northerly place, where it has been hitherto found, is near Golhcn 
in New York, under forty-one degrees and twenty-five minutes of north latitude, as 1 ' 
am informed by Dr. Colden. For to the north of Golhen, it has not been found in the 
woods. The white cedar is one of the trees which refill; the mod to jiutrefaftion ; and 
when it is put above ground, it will laft longer than under ground: therefore it is 
employed for many purpofes ; it makes good fences, and polls wh'ch arc to be put 
into the ground; but in this point, the red cedar is ft ill preferable to the white; it 
likewife makes good canoeS. The young trees air employed for hoops round barrels, 
tuns, &c., becaufe they are thin and pliable; the thick and tall trees afford timber and 
wood for cooper’s work. The houfes which are built of it furpafs, in duration, thofe 
which are built of American oak. f Many of the houfes in Rapaapo were made of this 
white cedar wood ; but the chid* thing which the white cedar affords is the boll kind 
of fhingles. The white cedar Ihingles are preferred to all others for feveral reafons; 
fir ft, they are more durable than any others made of American wood, the red cedar 
Ihingles excepted ; fecondly, they are very light, fo that no ftrong beams are requifitc 
to fupport the roof. For the lame reafon it is unneccflary to build thick walls, bccaufe 
they are not prefled by heavy roofs. When fires break out, it is lei's dangerous to go 
under or along the roofs, becaule the Ihingles being very light can do little hurt by 
falling ; they luck the water, being fomewhat fpongy. fo that the roofs can eaftly be 
wetted in calc of a fire : however, their fatnefs occalions that the water does not hurt 
them, but evaporates eafily. When they burn and are carried about by the wind, they 
have commonly what is called a dead coal, which does not eafily let fire where it 
alights. Thc t roofs made of thefe fhingles can eafily be cat through, if required, becaufe 
they are thin, and not very hard ; for thefe qualities the people in the country, and* 
in the towns, are very defirous of having their houfes covered with white cedar 
fhinglfcs, if the wood can be got. Therefore all churches, and the houfes of the more 
fubftantial inhabitants of the towns, have fhingle roofs. In many parts of New York 
province, where the white cedar does not grow, the people, however, have their 
houfes roofed with cedar fhingles, which they get from other parts. To that purpofe 
great quantities of Ihingles are annually exported from Eggharbour and other parts of 
New Jerfey, to the town of New York, from whence they are diftributed throughout 
the province, A quantity of white cedar wood is likewife exported every year to the 
Weft Indies, for fhingles, pipe-ftaves, &c. ‘Thus the inhabitants are very bufy here, 
not only to leflen the number of thefe trees, but even to extirpate them entirely, 

* Cupreifus thyoides. Linn. Spec, l’l p. 1422, Cvprcflus Americana, fru&u mlnimo. Milln'a 
Card. Dictionary, 
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They are here (and in many other places) in regard to wood, bent only upon their 
own prefent advantage, utterly regardlefs of pofterity. By this means many cedar 
fwamps are already quite deftitute of cedars, having only young fhoots left; and I 
plainly obferved, by counting the circles round the item, that they do not grow up 
very quickly, but require a great deal of time before they can be cut for timber. It 
is well known that a tree gets only one circle every year; a Item, eighteen inches in 
diameter, had one hundred and eight circles round the thicker end: another, feventeen 
inches in diameter, had a hundred and fixteen; and another, two feet in diameter, 
had one hundred and forty-two circles upon it. Thus near eighty years growth is 
required, before a white cedar railed from feed can be ufed for timber. Among the 
advantages which the white cedar fhingles have over others, the people reckon their 
lightneis. But this good and ul'eful quality may in future times turn out very difad- 
vanrageous to Philadelphia, and other places where the lioules are roofed with cedar 
fhingles : for as the roofs made of thefe lhingles arc very light, and bear but a trilling 
weight on the walls, fo the people have made the walls but very thin. L meafured the 
thicknefs of the walls of fcvcral houfeshere, of three Itories high (cellar and garret not 
not included), and found moft of them nine inches and a half, and fome ten inches 
thick ; therefore it is by no means furprifmg, that violent hurricanes fometimes make 
the brick gable-ends to vibrate apparently, efpecially on 1‘uch houfes as have a very 
open fuuation. And fince the cedar trees will foon be wanting in this country, and the 
prefent roofs when rotten mull be fupplied with heavier ones of tiles, or of other wood, 
it is more than probable, that' rhe thin walls will not be able to bear fuch an additional 
weight, and will cither break or require to be fupported by props: or clfe the whole 
houfe mull be pulled down and rebuilt with thicker wails. This observation has 
already been made by others. Some of the people here'make ufe of the chips of white 
cedar inflead of tea, alluring me that they preferred it in regard to its wholefomenefs 
to all foreign tea. All the inhabitants here were of opinion, that the water in the cedar 
fwamps is wholefomcr than any other drink ; it creates a great appetite, which they 
endeavoured to prove by feveral examples. They aferibed this quality to the water 
itfelf, which is filled with the rofin of the trees, and to the exhalations which came 
from the trees, and can eafily be fincllcd. The people likewife thought that the 
„yeliowifh colour of the water, which (lands between the cedar trees, was owing to the 
rofin, ‘ which coines out of the roots of thefe trees. They likewife all agreed, that this 
water is always very cold in the hotteft feafon, which may be partly owing to the con¬ 
tinual (hade it is in. I knew feveral people who were refolved to go to thefe cedar 
•fwamps, and ufe the waters for the recovery of their appetite. Mr. Bartram planted a 
white cedar in a dry foil, but it could not fucceed there : he then put it into a fwampy 
ground, where it got as it were new life, and came on very well; and though'it was 
not taller than a man, yet it was full of cones. Another thing is very remarkable, 
with regard to the propagation of this tree: Mr. Bartram cut its branches in fpring two 
years fucceflively, and put them into the fwampy foil, where they (truck roots, and 
l'ucceeded very well. I have feen them myfelf. 

The red juniper-tree is another tree which I have mentioned very frequently in the 
courfe of my account. The Swedes have given it the name of red juniper, be^aul’e 
the wood is very red and fine within. The Englifli call it red cedar, and the French 
cedre rouge. However, the Swedilh name is the rnoft proper, as the tree belongs to 
the junipers At its firfl growth it has a deal of fimilarity to the Swediih juniper t, 

* Junipcrus Virginiana. Lin. Spec. pi. p. 114. 

t JunipcruB communis. Linn. Spec. pl.,p. 1470. 
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but after it is grown up it gets quite different leaves. TKe berry exafMy 
that of thcSwedilh juniper, in regard to its colour and fiiape; however thcTy/aft^nbt 
fo big, though the red cedar grows very tall. At Raccoon thefe trees (t .1 
and were not very tall. But at other places I have feen them (landing to-. -b< * ins 
clufters'; they like the fame ground as the common Swedifh juniper, efpecialr ■ ■ the 
rifing banks of rivers, and on other rifing grounds, in a dry, and frequently fi- . 
foil. I have feen them growing in abundance, as thick and tall as the tailed h. trtvs, 
on poor dry and Tandy heaths. Towards Canada, or in the moft north rly places, 

where I have feen them, they commonly choolc tfje deep (ides of the mountains, and 

there they grow promifcuouily with the common juniper. The moft northerly places 
where I have found them wild in the woods, is in Canada, eighteen French miles to the 
fouthward of the Fort Saint Jean, or St. John, in about 44° 35', north latitude. I 

have likewife feen it growing very well in a garden, on the ifland of Magdalene* 5 , be¬ 

longing to the then governor of Montreal, Monficur le Baron dc Longueil. But it had 
been got at more fouthcrly places, and was tranfplanted here. Of all the woods in this 
country, this is without exception the moft durable, and withftands putrefa&ion longer 
than any other ; it is therefore employed in all fuch cafes where it is moft liable to rot, 
efpecially for all kinds of pods which are to be put into the ground. Some people fay, 
that if an iron be put into the ground along with a pole of cedar, the iron would be 
half corroded by ruft in the fame time that the wood would be rotten. In many places 
both the fences, and the pods belonging to them, are mqde of red cedar. The beft 
canoes, confiding of a (ingle piece of wood, are made of red cedar; for they laft longer 
than any others, and are very light. In New York I have feen pretty large yachts 
built of red cedar. Several yachts which go from New York to Albany, up the river 
Hudfon, are built in a different manner, as I have mentioned in the firft volume f. In 
Philadelphia they cannot make any yachts or other boats of red cedar, becaufe the 
quantity and the fixe of the trees will not allow of it. For the fame reafon they do not 
roof their houfes with red cedar Ihingles; but in fuch places where it is plentiful, it 
makes excellent good roofs. The heart of this cedar is of a fine red colour, and what¬ 
ever is made of it looks very fine, and has a very agreeable and wholefome fmell. But 
the colour fades by degrees, or elfe the wood would be exceedingly proper for cabinet 
work. 1 faw a parlour in the country feat of Mr. Norris, one of the members of the 
Penfylvanian houfe of affembly, wainfeotted many years ago with boards of red cedar. 
Mr. Norris affured me that the cedar looked exceedingly well in the beginning, but it 
was quite faded,when I faw it, and the boards looked very fliabby, efpecially the boards 
near the window had entirely loft their colour; fo that Mr. Norris had been obliged to 
put mahogany in their Head: however, I was told, that the wood will keep its colour 
if A thin Varnifh is put upon it whilft it is frelh, and juft after it has been planed, and if 
care is taken that the wood is not afterwards rubbed or hurt. At leaft it makes the 
wood keep its colour much longer than commonly. Since it has a very pleafant fmell 
when frelh, fame people put the (havings and chips of it among their linen to fecure it 
againft being worm-eaten. Some likewife get bureaus, &c. made of red cedar, with 
the fame view. But it is only ufeful for this purpofe as long as it is frcfli, for it lofes 
its fmell after fome time, and is then no longer good for keeping off infetts. It is fome- 
times fent to England, as timber, and fells very well. In many places round Philadelphia, 

* An ifland in the river St. Lawrence, clufe by the town of Montreal in Canada. ( 

+ The lower part of the yachts, which is continually under water, is made of black ; the uppri 
part is built of red cedar, becaufe it is fometimes above and fometimes in the water, 
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in the feats of the gentry, there was commonly an avenue, with a row of thefe trees 
planted on both fides, leading from the high road to the houfe. The lower branches 
were cut, and only a fine crown left. In winter, when mod other trees have loft their 
leaves, this looks very fine. This tree has likewife a very flow growth ; for a ftem, 
thirteen inches and a quarter in diameter, had one hundred and eighty-eight rings, or 
annual circles ; and another, eighteen inches in diameter, had at leafl two hundred and 
fifty, for a great number of the rings were fo fine that they could not be counted. 
This tree is propagated in the fame manner as the common juniper-tree is in Sweden, 
viz. chiefly by birds, which cat the berries and emit the feeds entire. 

In the evening I returned to Raccoon. 

May 6th. The mulberry-trees (morus rubra) about this time began to blofl'om, 
but their leaves were yet very finall. The people divided them into male and female- 
trees or flowers ; and faid that thofe which never bore any fruit were males, and thole 
which did, females. 

Smilax laurifolia was fuperabundant in all the fwainps near this place. Its 
leaves were now beginning to come out, for it fhods them all every winter ; it 
climbs up along trees and fhrubs, and runs acrols from one tree or bufh to another : 
by this means it (huts up the pafiage between the trees, labelling it fell' every where with 
its cirrhi or tendrils, and even on people, fo it is with the utmoft difficulty one inuft 
force a paffage in the fwainps and woods, where it is plentiful ; the {talk towards the 
bottom is full of long fpines,, which are as ftrong as the fpines ol a rofe-hufli, and catch 
hold of the clothes, and tear them : this tronbiefome plant may lbmetimes bring you 
into imminent danger, when botanizing or going, into the woods, for, not to mention 
that the cloaths muft be abfolutcly ruined by its numberlefs fpines, it occafinns a deep 
{hade in the woods, by croiling from tree to tree fo often; this forces you to Hoop, and 
even to creep on all fours through the little paflages which are left dole to the ground, 
and then you cannot be careful enough to prevent a fnake (of which there are numbers 
here) from darting into your face. The ftalk of the plant has the fame colour as the 
young rofe-bufhes. It is quite green and finooth between the fpines; l'o that a ftranger 
would take it to be a kind of thorn-bufh, in winter, when it is deftitute of leaves. 

May 8th. The trees hereabouts were now flocked with innumerable caterpillars ; 
one kind eipocially was obfcrval.de, which is worfe than all the others. They immedi¬ 
ately formed great white webs, between ihc branches of the trees, lb that they were 
perceptible, even at a balance; in each of thefe webs were thoufands of caterpillars, 
which crept out of them afterwards, and fpread chiefly upon the apple-trees. They 
confunvd tlte leaves, and often left not one 011 a whole branch. I was told, that Jonie 
years ago they did fo much damage, that the apple-trees and peach-trees hardly bore 
any fruit at all; bccaufe they had confumcd all* the leaves, and ex poll J rhe naked 
trees to the intenfe heat of the fun, by which means feveral of the trees died. The 
people took the following method of killing thefe caterpillars : They fixed feme draw 
or flax on a pole, for it on fire, and held it under the v.eb oruefts; by which a part was- 
burnt, and a part fid! to the ground. However, numbers of the caterpillars crept up 
the trees again, which could have been prevented, if they had been trod upon, nr killed 
any other way. I called chickens to fuch places where- they crept on the ground in 
numbers ; but rhey would not cat them. Nor did the wild birds like them; lor the 
trees wore full of thefe webs, though whole flights of little birds had their nefts in the 
gardens afd orchards. 

* May 18th. Though it was already pretty late in May, yet the nights were very dark 
here. About an hour after fun-fet, it was fo dark, that it was impoflible to read in a 

4. ' book. 
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!>ook, though the type was ever fo large. About ten o’clock, on a clear night, the 
dark was fo much increafed, that it looked like one of the darkeft ftar-light nights in 
autumn, in Sweden. It likewife feemed to me, that though the nights were clear, yet 
the ftars did not give fo great a light as they do in Sweden. And as, about this time, 
the nights are commonly dark, and the iky covered with clouds; I couid compare 
them only to dark and cloudy Swediih winter nights. It was therefore, at this time of 
the year, very difficult to travel in fuch cloudy nights; for neither man nor horfo could 
find thdr way. The nights, in general, feem very dilagreeable to me, in comparifon 
to the light and glorious fummer nights of Swcdpn. Ignorance fometimes makes us 
think flightly of our country. If other countries have their advantages, Sweden is not 
deflitute of matter to boaff of on this head : it likewife has its peculiar advantages; and 
upon weighing the advantages and inconvcniencies of different places, Sweden will be 
found to be not inferior to any of them. 

I will briefly mention in what points I think Sweden is preferable to this part of 
America; and why I prefer Old Sweden to New Sweden. 

The nights are very dark here all the fummer; and in winter, they are quite as 
dark, if not darker, than the winter nights in Sweden; for here is no kind of aurora 
borealis, and the ftars give a very faint light. It is very remarkable if an aurora 
borealis appears once or twice a year. The winters here bring no fnow, to make the 
nights clear, and to make travelling more fafe and cafy. The cold is, however, fre¬ 
quently as intenfeas in Old Sweden. The fnow which fylls lies only a few days, and 
always goes off with a great deal of wet. The rattle-fnakcs, horned-fnakes, red-bellied, 
green, and other poifonous fnakes,. againft whole bite there is frequently no remedy, 
arc in great plenty here. To thel'e I mu(l add the wood-lice, with which the forefts 
are fo peflered, that it is impoffiffle to pafs through a bulk without having a whole 
army of them on your deaths, or to fit down, though the piacc be ever fo plcafant. 
The weather is fo inconftant here, that when a day is mod exceffivcly hot, the next is 
often Jenfibly cold. This hidden change often happens in one day : and few people 
can fuller thel'e changes, without impairing their health. The heat in fummer is ex- 
cdlive, and the cold in winter often very piercing, bur may be guarded againft. But 
when the great heat endures long, there is hardly any remedy for it. it lias frequently 
happened, that people who walked into the fields, dropped down dead, on account of 
the violence of the heat. Several diftempers prevail here; and they incrcafe every 
year. Nobody is left unattacked by the intermitting fever ; and many people are forced 
to fuller it every year, together with other difeafes. Peafe cannot be Town, on account 
of the infects which confumc them*. There are worms in the grains of rye, and num¬ 
bers of them arc in the cherry-trees. The caterpillars often cat all the leaves from the 
trees, I'd that they cannot bear fruit in that year ; and numbers die every year, both of 
fruit-trees and foreft-trees. The grafs in the meadows is likewife confirmed by a kind 
of worms, and other fpecies caufe the plumbs to drop before they arc half ripe. The 
oak here affords not near fo good timber as the European oak. The-houfes are of no 
long duration. The meadows are poor, and what grafs they have is bad. The paf- 
turc for cattle in the forefts confifts of fuch plants as they do not like, and which they 
arc compelled to cat by neceffity ; for it is difficult to find a Angle grafs in great forefts, 
where the trees ftand far afundcr, notwithftanding the foil is excellent. For this reafon, 
the cattle are forced, during almoft the whole winter and part of the fummer, to live 
upon the young fhoots and branches of trees, which fometimes have no leaves: there¬ 
fore, the cows give very little milk, and decreafe in fize every generation. (The houfes 

* Bruchuspiti. 
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are extremely unfit for winter habitations. Hurricanes are frequent, which overthrow 
trees, carry away roofs, and fometimes houfes, and do a great deal of damage. Some of 
thefc inconveniences might be remedied by art; but others will either admit of no altera, 
tion, or they will at leaft coft vaft trouble. Thus every country has its advantages, and 
its defers: happy is he who can content himfelf with his own. 

The rye grows very ill in moft of the fields, which is chiefly owing to the careleffnefs 
in agriculture, and to the poornefs of the fields, which arc feldont or never manured. 
After the inhabitants have converted a trad of land into fields, which had been a foreft. 

' for many centuries together, and which confequently had a very fine foil, they ufe it as 
fuch, as long as it will bear any corn; and when it ceafes to bear any, they turn it into 
paftures for the cattle, and take new corn-fields in another place, where a fine foil can 
be met with, and where it has never been made ufe of for this purpof'e. This kind of 
agriculture will do for fome time; but it will afterwards have bad confequences, as 
every one may clearly fee. A few of the inhabitants, however, treated their fields a 
little better: the Engli/h in general have carried agriculture to a higher degree of per- 
feftion than any other nation. But the depth and riches of the foil, which thofe found 
here who came over from England, (as they were preparing land for ploughing which 
had beeli covered with woods from times immemorial) milled them, and made them 
carelefs hufbandmen. It is well known, that the Indians lived in this country for 
feveral centuries before the Europeans came into it; but it is likewife known, that they 
lived chiefly by hunting and fifhing, and had hardly any fields. They planted maize, 
and fome fpecies of beans and gourds ; and at the fame time it is certain, that a planta¬ 
tion of fuch vegetables as ferve an Indian family during one year, take up no more 
ground than a farmer in our country takes < to plant cabbage for his family upon; at 
leaft, a farmer’s cabbage and turnip ground,' taken together, is always as extenfive, if 
not more fo, than the corn-fields and kitchen-gardens of an Indian family. Therefore, 
the Indians could hardly fubfift for one month upon the produce of their gardens and 
fields. Commonly, the little villages of Indians are about twelve or eighteen miles dif- 
tant from each other. From hence one may judge how little ground was formerly 
employed for corn-fields; and the reft was overgrown with thick and tail trees. And 
though they cleared (as is yet ufual) new ground, as foon as the old had quite loft 
* its fertility, yet fuch little pieces as they made ufe of were very inconfiderable when 
compared to the vaft forefts which remained. Thus the upper fertile foil increafed 
confiderably for centuries together ; and the Europeans coming to America found a 
rich and fine foil before them, lying as loofe between the trees as thp beft bed in a 
. garden. They had nothing to do but to cut down the wood, put it up in heaps, and 
to clear the dead leaves away. They could then immediately proceed to ploughing, 
which in fuch loofe ground is very eafy; and having fmvn their corn, they got a moft 
plentiful harveft. '‘This eafy method of getting a rich crop has fpoiled the Englilh and 
other European inhabitants, and induced them to adopt the fame method of agriculture 
which the Indians.make ufe of; that is, to fow uncultivated grounds, as long as they 
will produce a crop without manuring, but to turn them into paftures as foon as they 
can bear no more, and to take in hand new fpots of ground, covered fince time imme¬ 
morial with woods, which have been fpared by the fire or the hatchet ever fince the 
creation. This is likewife the reafon why agriculture, and the knowledge of this ufeful 
branch, is fo imperfect here, that one can learn nothing in a great trail; of land, neither 
of the Englilh, nor of the Swedes, Germans, Dutch, and French; except that, from 
their grofs nriftakes and careleffnefs for futurity, one finds opportunities every day of 
making all forts of obfervations, and of growing wife at the expence of other people. 
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In a word, the corn-fields, the meadows, the forefts, the cattle, &c. are treated with 
great careleflhefs by the inhabitants. We can hardly be more lavifh of our woods in 
Sweden and Finland than they are here: their eyes are fixed upon the prefent gain, 
and they are blind to futurity. Every day their cattle are harraffed by labour, and each 
generation decreafes in goodnefs and fize, by beihg kept ihort of food, as 1 have before 
mentioned. On my travels in this country I obfervcd feveral plants which the horfes 
and cows preferred to all others. They were wild in this country, and likenife grew 
well on the dried and pooreft ground, where no other plants would fucceed. But the, 
inhabitants did not know how to turn this to their advantage, owing to the little 
account made of Natural Iliflory, that fcience "being here (as in other parts of the 
world) looked upon as a mere trifle, and the paftime of fools. I am certain, and my 
certainty is founded upon experience, that by mean of thefe plants, in the fpace of a few 
years, I have been able to turn the pooreft ground, which would hardly afford food 
for a cow, into the richeft and moft fertile meadow, where great flocks of cattle have * 
found fuperfluous food, and are grown iat upon. I own, that thefe ufeful plants were 
not to be found on the grounds of every planter; but with a fmall {hare of natural 
knowledge, a man would eaftly colled them in the places where they were to be got. 

I was aftonifhed, when I heard the country people complaining of the badneTs of the 
padures; but I likewife perceived their negligence, and often faw excellent plants 
growing on their own grounds, which only required a little more attention and affift- 
ante from their unexperienced owners. 1 found every t where the wifdom and good- 
liels of the Creator; but too feldorn faw any acknowledgment, or adequate eftimation 
of it, among men. 

O fortunatos nimium fya fi bona norint 

Agricolas! Virg. Gcorgic. 

I have been led to thefe rdlcdions, which may perhaps feem foreign to my purpofe, 
by the bad and neglected Rate of agriculture in every part of this continent. I like¬ 
wife intended to Ihcw the reafon why this journal is fo thinly flocked with ceconomical 
advantages in the feveral branches of huibandry. I do not however deny that 1 have 
fometimes found one or two Ikilful occonomifts, but they were very fcarce. 

Birds of prey which purine the poultry are found in abundance here, and if poffible 
more plentiful than in Sweden. They enjoy great liberty here, as there are ftill great 
forefts in many places, from whence they can come unawares upon chickens and 
ducks. To the birds of prey it is quite indifferent whether the woods conflft of good or 
bad trees, provided they are in {hade. At night the owls, which are very numerous, 
endanger the fafety of the tame fowls. They live chiefly in marfhes, give a difagree- * 
able Ihriek at night, and attack the chickens, which commonly rooft at night ir» the 
apple-trees, peach-trees, and cherry-trees, in the garden. But fince they are very bufy 
in clearing this country of woods, as we are in Sweden and Finland, it may be of ufe 
for expofmg the birds of prey, more than they are now, and for depriving them of the 
opportunities of doing milchief with fo much cafe. 

The thick forefts of America contain numbers of flags; they do not feem to be a 
different fpecies from the European flags. An Englilhman was poffeffed of a tame 
hind. It is obfervable that though thefe creatures are very Ihy when wild in the woods 
and cedar fwamps, which are very much frequented by them, yet they can be tamed 
to fuch a degree, if taken young, that they will conic of their own accord to feek for 
food. This hind was caught when it was but very little; the colour of th!: whole body 
was a dirty reddifti brown, the belly and the under fide of the tail exempted, wAich 
were white; the cars were grey; the head, towards the fnout, was very narrow; but 
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3*6 


UALto’s TRAVELS IK NORTH AMERICA. 


upon the whole the creature looked very fine. The hair lay clofe together, and was. 
quite fhort; the tail reached almoft to the bend of the knee, near which, on the inftde 
of each hind-foot, was a knob or callus. The poflfeffpr of the hind faid that he had 
tamed feveral Hags, by catching them whilft they were very young. It was now big 
with young ones. It had a little bell hung about its neck, that by walking in the 
woods, the people might know it to be tame, and take care not to /hoot it. It was at 
liberty to go where it ploafed, and to keep it confined would have been a pretty hard 
talk, as it could leap over the higheft enclofures. Sometimes it went far into the 
woods, and frequently ftaid away a night or two, but afterwards returned home like 
other cattle. When it went into the woods, it was often accompanied by wild Hags, 
and decoyed than even into the very houfes, cfpecially in rutting time, giving its maker 
numerous opportunities of fhooling the wild ftags, almolt at his door. Its feent was 
excellent, and when it was turned towards the wind, I often law it riling and looking 
towards that part, though 1 did not lee any people on the road, but they commonly 
appeared about an hour after. As loon as the wild Hags have the i'cent of a man, 
they make oJ'. In winter the man fed the hind with corn and hay ; but in Himmor it 
went out into the woods and meadows, feeking its ojvn food, eating both grafs and 
other plants: it was now kept in a meadow j it did chiefly cat. clover, the leaves of 
hiccory, of the andromeda paniculata, and the geranium maculatutn. It was liko.wil'e 
contented with the leaves of the common plantane, or plaiuago, grades, and levcral 
other plants. The potlellbr of this hind fold Hags to people in Philadelphia, who font 
them as curiofitios to other places, lie got twenty-five, thirty, and forty fhillings 
a-picce for them. In the long and fevere winter, \yhich commenced here upon the 
tenth of December 174c, and continued to the thirteenth of March, old flyle, during 
tlic courfe of which there fell a great quantity of fnow', the Hags were found dead in 
the fnow, but chiefly higher up the country, where the fnovv was deeper. Nobody 
could determine whether their death was the confequence of the great quantity and 
depth of lhow, which hindered their getting out, or whether the iroH had been too 
fevere, and oi too long duration, or whethe r they were fhort of food. The old people 
likewile relate (hat vail numbers of Hags came down in the year 1705, when there 
was a heavy fall of I'now, near a yard deep, and that they were a.'!erwards found dead 
in the woods, in great numbers, becaufe the fnow was deeper than they could pafs 
through. Numbers of birds were likewile found dead at that time, in that lame win¬ 
ter a Hag came to Maifong into the Rabies, and eat hay together with the cattle. It 
was iopinched by hunger that it grew tame immediately, and did not runaway from 
‘people. It afterwards continued in the houfc, as another tame creature. All aged 
perlians aliened, that formerly this country abounded more with Hags than it does at 
prefent. It was formerly not uncommon to fee thirty or forty of them in a flock 
together. "I he reafon of their decrcafe is chiefly owing to the increafo of population, 
the deflrucHon of the woods, and the number of people who kill and frighten the flags 
at prefent. However, high up in the country, in great forcRs and defarts, there are 
yet great numbers of them. Among their enemies is the lynx of this country, which 
is the fame with the Sweaifli one*. They climb up the trees, and when the ftags pafs 
by, they dart down upon him, get faH hold, bite, and fuck the blood, and never give 
over till they have killed it. 


\V iiigl,, ; LI is lynx Linn. The Swedes mention two kinds of lynx ; the one is called the uv.rglo* 
or woii-ly:u., anfi the other the kattlo, oi cat-lynx. The Germans make the fame dillinction, and call the 
former wolflucjis, and the latter katz-luchs: the former is the bigg ell, of a brmvriith red, mixed with grey 
and white on iti-back, and white towaids the belly, with brownifli foots : the latter is fmallcr, and has a 
coat which is more white, and with more fpota. F. 

1 faw 
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I faw feveral holes in the ground, both on trills Mid on fields, and fallow grounds; 
they were round, and commonly about an inch wide; they went almoft perpendicularly 
into the earth, and were made by dung-beetles, or by great worms, which are made ufe 
of for angling. The dung-beetles had dug very deep into the ground, through horfe- 
dung, though it lay on the hardefl road, fo that a great heap of earth lay near it. Thefe 
holes were afterwards occupied by other infects, cfpcciallv grafshoppers, (grylli) and 
cicada:; for by digging thefe holes up, I commonly found one or more young ones of 
thefe infetts, which had not yet got their per fed fuse. 

May 19th. This morning I left Raccoon, a pariffi in the country called Nev/ 
Sweden, and which is yet chiefly inhabited by Swales, in order to proceed in my 
travels to the North. I firft intended to fet out with the beginning of April, but for 
feveral reafbns this was not advifable. No leaves were come out at that time, and 
hardly any flowers appeared. I did not know what flowers grew here in fpring; for 
the autumnal plants are different from the vernal ones. The Swedes had this winter * 
told me the ceconomical and medical ul'es of many plants, to whicli they gave names 
unknown to me: they could not then fhew me thofe plants on account of the feafon, 
and by their deficient and erroneous deferiptions, I was not able to guefs what plants 
they meant. By going away fo early as the beginning of April I wouid have remained 
in uncertainty in regard to thefe things. It was therefore fit that I fliould fpend a 
part of the fpring at Raccoon, eipecially as I had (till time enough left for my tour to 
the North. 

On the road \vc faw a black fnake, which we killed, 1 and found juft five feet long. 
Cafeibv has deferibed it and its qualities, and alfo drawn it'. The full-grown black, 
fiiakes are commonly about five feet long, but very flunder; the thickcR 1 ever Faw 
was in the broadeft part hardly three iAches thick; the back is black, fliining, and 
fmooth ; the chin white and fniooth ; the belly whirifh turning into blue, fliining, and 
very fmooth *, 1 believe there are fomc varieties of this fnake. One, which was nineteen 
inches long, had a hundred and cighty-fix feales on the belly, (feuta a’txkmiir.alia) and 
ninety-two half feales 011 the tail (fquamce fubcaudalcs), which I found to be true, by a 
repeated counting of the feales. Another, which was feventccn inches and a half in 
length, had a hundred and eighty-four feales on the belly, and only fix! y-four halt’ 
fcalcs on the tail - 7 this 1 likewii'c allured mylelf of, by counting the feales over again. 

It is pofiible that the end of this laft brake's tail was cut off, and the wound healed 
up again f. 

The country abounds with black brakes. They are among the firft that come out 
in fpring, and often appear very early if warm weather happens; but if it grows cut ’ . 
again after that, they are quite frozen, and lie Riff and torpid on the ground or on i.r: 
ice; When taken in this Rate ami put before a fire, they revive in leis than an hour's 
time. It has fometimes happened, when the beginning of January is very warm, that: 

* /N nfMiis liigcr. See O.tcfbv’a Nat. Ili;l. of Carol, ii. t 48. 

f It. has been found by repeated experience, that, the fpiciGc chnrifler employed by I‘*r. Linnasns, for 
the ditlinfiiyn of the fperics of fnakes, taken from their lcuta abdominalia ami caudaiia, or their fquamas 
fubcaudalcs, varies greatly in fnakes of the fame fpccies, fo thaj,. olti 11 the difference amounts to ten or 
11 ore : the whole number of the feuta fometimes helps to find out the fpccies; care ought however to lie 
taken that the fnake may not by any accident have loll its tail, and that it be growing again; in which cafe 
it is imp' ltible to make ufe of this character. The character is not quite fo good and decifive as may be 
wiflied, but nrithci are the marks taken from colours, fpots, ftripes, &c. quite eonftant; and fo it is betfs 1 
to make ufe of an imperfect character than none at all. Time, and greater acquaintance tvith this dak of 
animals perhaps clear up their natural characters. F. ' , 
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they come out of their winter habitations. They commonly appear about the end of 
March, old ftyle. 

This is the fwifteft of all the fnake? which are to be found here, for it moves fo 
quick that a dog can hardly catch it. It is therefore almoft impoflible for a man to 
efcape it if purfued; but happily its bite is neither poifonous nor any way dangerous ; 
many people have been bit by it in the woods, and have fcarce felt any more incon¬ 
venience than if they had been wounded by a knife j the wounded place only remains 
painful for fome time. The black fnakcs fcldom do any harm, except in fpring, when 
they copulate; at which time, if difturbed, they will attack the perlbn that diflurbs 
them. I am acquainted with fevcral people, who have on fuch an occafion run fo hard 
as to be quite out of breath, in endeavouring to efcape the fnake, which moved with 
the fwiftnefs of an arrow after them. If a perfon thus purfued can mufter up courage 
enough to oppofe the fnake with a ftick or any thing elfe, when it is either palled by 
him, or when he fteps afide to avoid it, it will turn back again, and feek a refuge in its 
fwiftnefs. I have been allured by fevcral, that when it overtakes a perfon who has 
tried to efcape it, and who has not courage enough to oppofe it, it winds round his 
feet, fo as to make him fall down j it then bites him feveral times in the leg, or what¬ 
ever part it can get hold of, and goes off again. I lhall mention two circumftances, 
which confirm what I have faid. During my ftay in New York, Do&or Coldcn told 
me, that in the fpring 1748, he had feveral workmen at his country feat, and among 
them one lately arrived from Europe, who of courfe knew very little of the qualities of 
the black fnake. The other 1 workmen feeing a great black l'nake copulating with its 
female, engaged the new comer to go and kill it, which he intended to do with a little 
ftick. But on approaching the place where the fnakcs lie, they perceived him, and 
the male in great wrath leaves his pleafurc to purfue the fellow with amazing fwiftnefs; 
he little expe&ed fuch courage in the fnake, and flinging away his ftick, began to run 
as fall as he was able. The fnake purfued him, overtook him, and twilling feveral 
times round his feet, threw him down, and frightened him almoft out of his fenfes ; 
he could not get rid of the fnake, till he took a knife and cut it through in two or 
three places. The other workmen were rejoiced at this fight, and laughed at it, with¬ 
out offering to help their companion. Many people at Albany told me of an accident 
which happened to a young lady, who went out of town in fummer, together with many 
‘ other girls, attended by her negro. She fat down in the wood, in a place where the 
others were running about, and before lhe was aware, a black fnake being difturbed 
in its amours, ran under her petticoats, and twilled round her waift, fo that lhe fell 
.backwards in a fwoon, occafioned by her fright or by the comprellion which the fnake 
caufed. The negro came up to her, and fufpecting that a black fnake might have hurt 
, her, on making ufe of a remedy to bring his lady to herfclf again, he lifted tip her 
cloaths, and really found the fnake wound about her body as clofe as poflible; the 
negro was not able to tear it away, and therefore cut it, and the girl came to herfelf 
again; but lhe conceived fo great an averfion to the negro, that lhe could not bear the 
fight of him afterwards, and died of a confumption. At other times of the year this 
fnake is more apt to run away than to attack people. However, I have heard it 
afferted frequently, that even iriffummer when its time of copulation is paft, it purfues 
people, efpecially children, if it finds that they are afraid and run from it. Several 
people likewife allured me from their own experience, that it may be provoked to pur- 
iue people, i^they throw at it, and then run away. I cannot well doubt of this, as I 
havq heard it> faid by numbers of creditable people j but though I wanted to. try ihe 
experiment B could never fucceed in provoking them. 

Moll 
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Moft of the people in this country afcribed to this fnake a power of fafcinating birds 
and fquirrels, as! have defcribed in feveral parts of ray journal. When the fnake lies 
under a tree, and has fixed his eyes on a bird or fquirrel above; it obliges them to 
come down, and to go direftly into its mouth. I cannot account for this, for I never 
fawit done. However, t have a lift of more than twenty perfons, among which are 
feme of the moft creditable people, who have all unanimoufly, though living far diftant. 
from each other, afl'erted the fame thing} they affined me, upon their honour, that 
they have feen (at feveral times) thefe black fnakes fafeinating fquirrels and birds which 
fat on the tops of trees, the fnake lying at the foot of the tree, with its eyes fixed upon 
the bird or fquirrel, which fits above it, and utters a doleful note j from which it is 
cafy to conclude with certainty that it is about to be fafeinated, though you cannot fee 
it. The bird or fquirrel runs up and down along the tree continuing its plaintive long, 
and always comes nearer the fnake, whofe eyes are unalterably fixed upon it. It fhoulcf 
firm as if thefe poor creatures endeavoured to efcape the fnake, by hopping or run¬ 
ning up the tree ; but there appears to be a power which withholds them : they are 
forced downwards, and each time that they turn back they approach nearer their 
enemy, till they are at laft forced to leap into its mouth, which Hands wide open for 
that purpofe. Numbers of fquirrels and birds are continually running and hopping 
fearlcls in the woods on the ground, where the fnakes lie in wait for them, and can 
taiily give thefe poor creatures a mortal bite. Therefore it feetns that this fafeination 
might be thus interpreted, that the creature has firft got a mortal wound from the 
fnake, which is fure of her bite, and lies quiet, being allured that the wounded crea¬ 
ture has been poifoned with the bite,, or at leaft feels pain from the violence of the bite, 
and that it will at laft ba obliged to come down into its mouth. The plaintive note is 
perhaps occafioned by the acutehefs of the pain which the wound gives the creature. 
But to this it may be objected, that the bite of the black fnake is not poifonous; it 
may further be objected, that if the fnake could come near enough to a bird or fquirrel 
to give it a mortal bite, it might as eafily keep hold of it, or, as it fometimes does with 
poultry, twift round and ftrangle or ftifle it. But the chief objection which lies againft 
this interpretation is the following account, which I received from the moft creditable 
people, who have allured me of it. The fquirrel being upon the point of running into 
the (hake's mouth, the fpe&ators have not been able to let it come to that pitch, but 
killed the fnake, and as loon as it had got a mortal blow the fquirrel or bird deftined 
for deftru&ion flew away, and left off their moanful note, as if they had broke loofc 
from a net. Sqjnc fay, that if they only touched the fnake, fo as to draw off its at¬ 
tention from the fquirrel, it went oft' quickly, not Hopping till it had got to a great 
diftance. Why do the fquirrels or birds go away fo fuddenly, and why no fooner? 
If they hid been poifoned or bitten by the fnake before, fo as not to be able to get from 
the tree, and to be forced to approach the fnake always more and more, they could 
however not get new ftrength by the fnake being either killed or diverted. Therefore, 
it feetns that they are only enchanted, • whilft the fnake has its eyes • fixed on them. 
However, this looks odd and unaccountable, though many of the worthieft and moll 
reputable people have related it, and though it is fo univqrfally believed here, that to 
doubt it would be to expofe onefelf to general laughter. 

The black fnakes kill the finaller fpecies of frogs, and eat them. If they get at 
eggs of poultry, or of other birds, they make holes in them, and fuck the contents. 
When the hens are fitting on the eggs they creep into the neft, wind round the birds, 
ftifle them* and fuck the eggs. Mr. Bartrazn afferted, that he had ofteh feen this 
fnake creep up into the talleft trees, after birds’ eggs, or young birds, always with the 
vol. xin, 4 l> * head 
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head foremoft, when defcending. A Swede told me, that a black {hake had once got 
the head of ■one of his hens in its mouth, and was wound feveral times round the body, 
when he came and killed the fnake. The hen was afterwards as well as ever. 

This fnake is very greedy of milk, and it is difficult to keep it out when it is once 
ufed to go into a cellar where milk is kept. It has been feen eating milk out of the 
fame difh with children, without biting them, though they often gave it blows with the 
fpoon upon the head, when it was over greedy. I never heard it hiding. It can raife 
more than one half of its body from the ground, in order to look about her. It fkins 
every year; and its ikin is faid to be a remedy againft the cramp, if continually worn 
about the body. 

The rye was now beginning to flower. 

I have often obferved with aftonifhment, on my travels, the great difference between 
the plants and the foil, on the two oppofite banks of brooks. Sometimes a brook, 
which one can ftride over, has plants on one bank widely different from thofe on the 
oppofite bank. Therefore, whenever 1 came to a great brook or a river, I expe&ed to 
find plants which I had not met with before. Their feeds are carried down with the 
ftream from diftant parts. The foil is likewife very often different on the different fides 
of a rivulet, being rich and fertile on the one, and dry, barren, and fandy on the 
other. But a great river can make ftill greater differences. Thus we fee the great 
difparity between the province of Penfylvania and New Jerfey, which are only divided 
by the river Delaware. In Penfylvania the foil confifts of a mould mixed with fand 
and clay, and is very rich add fertile ; and in the woods which are high in the country, 
the ground is mountainous apd ftony. On the other hand, in the province of New 
Jerfey, the foil is poor and dry, and not very fertile, fome parts excepted. You can 
hardly find a ftone in New Jerfey, and much lefs 'mountains. In Penfylvania you 
fcarce ever fee a fir-tree, and in New Jerfey are whole woods of it. 

This evening 1 arrived at Philadelphia. 

May 22d. The locufts began to creep out of their holes in the ground laft night, 
and continued to do fo to-day. As foon as their wings were dry, they began their 
fong, which is almoft fufficient to make one deaf, when travelling through the woods. 
This year there was animmenfe number of them. 

May 25th. The tulip-tree (liriodendron tulipifera) was now in full bloffom. The 
flowers have a refemblance to tulips, and look very fine, and though they have not a 
very agreeable fmc-ll, yet the eye is pleafed to fee trees as tall as full-grown oaks, 
covered with tulip-like flowers. 

On the flowers of the tulip-tree was an olive-coloured chafer (fcarabajus), without 
horns (muticus), the future and borders of his wing-Ihelis (elytrsc) were black, and his 
thighs brown. 1 cannot with certainty fay whether they collected the poHen of the 
flower, or whether they coupled. Later in fummer, 1 faw the fame kind of beetles 
make deep holes into the ripe mulberries, either to eat them, or to lay their eggs in 
them. I likewife found them abundant in the leaves of the magnolia glauca, or beaver- 
tree. 

The ftrawberries were now ripe on the hills. 

The country people already brought ripe cherries up to town $ but they were only 
a few to fatisfy curiofity, yet we may form a judgment of the climate from hence. 

May 26th. A peculiar kind of norm called a travat, or travado, happened to-day. 
In the eveViing about ten o’clock, when the fley was quite dear, a thick black cloud 
flime ruflfing from the fouth-weft, with a wind. The air was quite calm, vjsA we could 
not feel aly breeze; but the approach of this cloud was perceived from the ftrong 

lQ ruflimg 
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rufhing noife in the Woods to the feuth-weft, and which increafed in proportion as the 
cloud came nearer. As foon as it was come up to us, it was attended by a violent gttft 
of wind, which in its courfe threw down the weaker enclofures, carried them a good 
way along with it, and broke down feveral trees. It was then followed by a hard 
fhower or nun, which put an end to the ftorm, and every thing was calm as before. 
Thefe travadoes are frequent in fummer, and have the quality of cooling the air. 
However, they often do a great deal of damage; they are commonly attended by thun¬ 
der and lightning; as foon as they are pafled over the iky is as clear as it was 
before. 

May 28th. The magnolia glauca was now in full bloom. Its flowers have a very 
pleafant fragrancy, which refrefhes the travellers in the woods, efpecially towards the 
evening. The flowers of the wild vine afterwards fupplied the place of thofe of the 
magnolia. Several other flowers contribute likewife towards perfuming the ambient 
air. , 

The kalmia anguftifolia was now every where in flower: it grows chiefly on fandy 
heaths or on dry poor grounds, which few other plants will agree with; it is common 
in Penfylvania, but particularly in New Jerfey and the province of New York; it is 
fcarce in Canada; its leaves ftay the winter ; the flowers are a real ornament to the 
woods; they grow in bunches like crowns, and are of a fine lively purple colour; at 
the bottom is a circle of deep purple, and within it a greyi/h or whitifh colour. The 
flowers grow as aforefaid, in bunches, round the extremity of the ftalk, and make it look 
like a decorated pyramid. The Englilh at New York, call this plant the dwarf laurel. 
Its qualities are the fame with thofe of the kalmia latjfolia, viz. that it kills fheep and 
other fmaller animals, when they eat plentifully of it. I do not know whether it is 
noxious to the greater cattle. It is not of any known ufe, and only ferves to attraft 
the eye whilfl: in flower. 

The kalmia latifolia was likewife in full bloffoin at prefent: it rivals the preceding 
one in the beauty of its colour; yet though they are confpicuous in regard to the 
colours and fhape of their flowers, they are no ways remarkable for fmell, fuch as the 
magnolia is ; for they have little or no fmell at all. So equally and jufUy docs nature 
diftribute her gifts; no part of the creation has them all, each has its own, and none is 
abfolutely without a fhare of them. 

May 30th. The Moravian brethren, who arrived in great numbers from Europe at 
New York, in May, brought two converted Greenlanders with them- The Moravians 
who we.re already fettled in America, immediately fent feme of their brethren from 
Philadelphia to the new comers, in order to welcome them. Among thefe deputies 
were two North American Indians, who had been converted to their do&rine, and like¬ 
wife two South American Indians, from Surinam. Thefe three kinds of converted 
Indians accordingly met at New York. I had no opportunity of feeing them; but all 
tbofe who had feen them, and whom I converted with, thought that they had plainly 
perceived a fimilarity in their features and fhape, the Greenlanders being only fome- 
what fmaller. They concluded from hence that all thefe three kinds of Americans 
were the pofterity of one and the fame defeendant of Noah, or that they were perhaps 
yet more nearly related. How far their gueffes are to be relied upon I cannot de¬ 
termine. 

Ripe cherries were now already pretty common, and confequently cheap. 

Yqjms are a fpecies of roots which are cultivated in the hotteft parts <$f America, for 
eating as we do potatoes. It has not yet been attempted to plant them here, and they 
are brought from the Weft Indies in mips; therefore they are reckoner a rarity here, 
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and as fuch I ate them at Dr. Franklin's to-day. They are white, and tafte like com¬ 
mon potatoes, but not quite fo agreeable ; and 1 think it would not be worth while to 
plant them in Sweden, though they might bear the climate. The plant thefe roots 
belong to is the diofeorea alata. 

The inhabitants make plenty of cheefe: they are not reckoned fo good as Engliih 
cheefe: however, fome take them to be full as good when old; and fo they feemed to 
me. A man from Bofton, in New England, told me, that they made very good cheefe 
there : but they take care to keep the cattle from fait water, cfpecially thofe who live 
near the fea coafts; for it has been found that the cheefe will not become fo good 
when the cows graze near fah water 'as it will when they have frefli water. This, how¬ 
ever, wants nearer examination, in my opinion. 

May 31ft. About noon I left Philadelphia, and went onboard a fmall yacht, which 
fails continually up and down upon the river Delaware, between Trenton and Phila¬ 
delphia. We failed up the river with fair wind ancl weather. Sturgeons leaped often 
a fathom into the air. We faw them continuing this axercife all day, till we came to 
Trenton. The banks on the Penfyivanian fide were low; and thofe on the New Jer- 
fey fide ileep and Tandy, but not very high. On both (ides were perceived forefta of 
tall trees, with deciduous leaves. 

During the courfe of this month the forenoon was always calm ; but immediately 
after noon it began to blow gently, and fometimes pretty ftrongly. This morning was 
likewife fair, and in the aftergoon it was cloudy, but did not rain. . 

We faw fome fmall houfes near the fliore, in the woods; and now and then a 
good houfe built of Itone. The river now dccreafcd vifibly in breadth. About three 
o'clock this afternoon we paffed Burlington. 

Burlington, the chief town in the province of New J or fey, and the refidence of the 
governor, is but a fmall town, about twenty miles from Philadelphia, on the eaftern 
fide of the Delaware. The houfes were chiefly built of ftoiic, though they flood far 
diftant from each other. The town has a good fituation, fince (hips of confidt ruble 
burthen can fail clofe up to it: but Philadelphia prevents its carrying on an extenfive 
trade; for the proprietors of that place* have granted it great immunities, by which 
it is increased fo as to fwallow all the trade of the adjacent towns. The houfe of the 
governor at Burlington is but a fmall one: it is built of Hone, clofe by the river fide, 
and is the firft building in the town as you come from Philadelphia. It is obferved, 
that about the full moons, when the tides are higheft, and the high water at Cape IJin- 
Jopen comes at nine o'clock in the morning, it will be at Chelter, on the river Dela¬ 
ware, about ten minutes after one o’clock; at Philadelphia, about ten minutes after 
two o'clock ; and at Burlington, about ten minutes, after three o'clock ; for the tide 
in the river Delaware comes quite up to TrentOfL 

The banks of the river were now chiefly high and fteep on the fide of New Jerfey, 
confifting of a pale brick-coloured foil. On the Penfyivanian fide they were gently 
Hoping, and confifted of a blackifh rich mould, mixed with particles of glimmer (mica). 
On the New Jerfey fide appeared fome firs; but feldom on the other, except in a few 
places where they were accidentally brought over from New Jerfey. 

Towards night, after the tide had begun to ebb, and the wind was quite fubfided, 
we could not proceed, but dropped our anchor about feven miles from Trenton, and 
paffed the night there. The woods were full of fireflies, (lampyris) which flew like 
/parks of fire between the trees, and fometimes acrofs the river. In the marihes, the 

* William Penn, Efq. and his heirs. 
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bullfrogs now and then began their hideous roaring; and more than a hundred of 
them roared together. The whip-poor-will, or goat-fucker, was likewife heard every 
where. ^ ; '( 

June ift. We continued our voyage this morning after the rain was over. The 
river Delaware was very narrow here, and the banks the fame as wc £oond them yefter- 
day, after we had pafTed Burlington. About eight o’clock in the morning we arrived 
at Trenton. 

June 2nd. This morning we left Trenton, and proceeded towards New York. The 
country I have deferibed before. The fields were fown with wheat, rye, maize, oats, 
hemp, and flax. In feveral places we faw very large pieces of ground with hemp. 

We faw abundance of chefnut-trees in the woods. They often flood in execifive 
poor ground, which was neither too dry nor too wet. 

Tulip-trees did not appear on the road ; but the people faid there were fome in the. 
woods. 

The beaver-tree (magnolia glauca) grows in the fwamps. It was now in flower, and 
the fragrancy of its bloffoms had fo perfumed the air that one could enjoy it before 
one approached the fwamps; and this fine fmell likewife fhewed that a beaver-tree was 
near us, though we often happened not to fee it. 

The phlox glaberrima grows abundantly in the woods, and cuts a fine figure with its 
red flowers. It grows in fuch foil here as in Europe is occupied by the lychnis vifearia 
and lychnis dioica, or read catchfly and campion. The phlox maculata grows abun- 
iantly in wet ground, and has fine red and odoriferous flowers. It grows on low 
meadows, where in Europe the fneadow-pinks, or lychnis flos cucuii, would be met 
with. By adding to thefe flowers the bartfia coccinea, the lobelia cardinalis, and the 
monarda didyma, which grow wild in this country, they are undoubtedly altogether 
adorned with the fineft red imaginable. 

The faffafras-tree was abundant in the woods and near the inclofurcs. 

The houfes which we pafTed by were moft of them wooden. In one place, I faw the 
people building a houfe with walls of mere clay, which is likewife employed in making 
ovens for baking. 

Buckwheat was already coming up in feveral places. We faw Angle plants of it all 
day in the woods and in the fields, but always by the fide of the road; from whence 
it may be concluded that they fpring up from loft and fcattcred feeds. 

Late this evening we arrived at New Brunfwick. 

June the 31*!. At noon we went on board a yacht bound for New York, and failed^ 
down the river which had at firft pretty high and fteep banks of red fand-ftone on 
" each fide, which 1 have mentioned before. Now and then there was a farm-houfe on 
the high fhore. As we came lower down, we faw on both fides great fields and mea¬ 
dows clofe up to the water. We could not fail at random with the yacht; for the 
river was often fhallow in fomc places and fometimes in the very middle. For that 
purpofe, the courfe which we were to take was marked out by branches with leaves on. 
them. At laft we got into the fea, which bounded our profpeft on the fouth ; but bn 
the other fide, we were continually in fight of land at fome diftance. On coming to 
the mouth of the river, we had a choice of two roads to New York, viz. either within 
the Staten Ifland, or without it. The inhabitants are determined in their choice by the 
weather j for when it is ftormy and cloudy, or dark, they do not venture to fail with¬ 
out, wfegre the fea itfelf communicates. We took that courfe now, it being very 
pleafant Weather; and though we ftruck on the fands once or twice, yetJwe got look 
again, and arrived at New York about nine o'clock. 

5 June 
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June 4th. ' I found vines in feveral gardens, got from die old countries. They bear 
annually a quantity of excellent grapes. When the winters are very fevere they are 
killed by the froft, and die quite to the ground j but the next fpring new ftioots fpring 
up from the root. 

Strawberries w^e now fold in abundance about the town every day. An Englishman 
from Jamaica afferted, that in that ifland there were no ftrawbcrries. The fnakes 
are very fond of ftrawbcrries. Thofe which they had here were as good as the Swedifh 
and Finland ones. 

Red clover was fown in feveral places on the hills without the town. The country 
people were now employed in mowing the meadows. Some were already mown ; and 
the dry clover was put under cover, in order to be carried away the firft opportunity. 

Cherry-trees were planted in great quantities before the farm-houfes, and along the 
high-roads, from Philadelphia to New Brunfwick; but behind that place they became 
more fcarce. On coming to Staten Ifland, in the province of New York, I found them 
very common again, near the gardens. Here are not fo many varieties of cherries as 
there are in Penfylvania. 1 feldom faw any of the black fweet cherries * at New York; 
but commonly the four red ones. All travellers are allowed to pluck ripe fruit as they 
pafs by. Between New Brunfwick and Staten Ifland, are a few cherry-gardens; but 
proportionally more orchards, with apple-trees. 

June 6th. Several gentlemen and merchants, between fifty and fixty years of age, 
afferted, that during their life they had plainly found feveral kinds of filh decreafe in 
number every year; and that they could not get near fo many filh now as thej 
could formerly. 

Rum, a brandy prepared from the fugar-canes, and in great ufe with all the Englifh 
North American colonies, is reckoned much wholefomer than brandy, made from wine 
or cornf. In confirmation of this opinion, they fay, that if you put a piece of frelh 
meat into rum, and another into brandy, and leave them there for feme months, that 
in the rum will keep as it was, but that in the brandy will be quite eaten, and full of 
holes. But this experiment does not feem a very accurate one to me. Major Roder- 
fort told me, that being upon the Canada expedition, he had obferved, that iuch of his 
* men as drank brandy for fome time died of it; but thofe who drank rum were not 
hurt, though they got drunk with it every day, and oftener than the others. 

Long Ifland is the name of an ifland oppofite the town of New York, in the fea. 
The northern part of the ifland is much more fertile than the fouthern. Formerly 
‘there lived a number of Indians on this ifland; and there are yet fome, Which however 
decreafe in number every year, becaufe they leave the ifland. The foil of the fouthern 
part of the ifland is very poor; but this deficiency is made up by a vaft quantity of 
oyfters, lobfters, crabs, feveral kinds of filh, and numbers of water-fowl, all which are 
there far more abundant than on the northern fhores of the ifland. Therefore the 
Indians formerly chofe the fouthern part to live in, becaufe they fubfifted on oyfters, 
and other produ&ions of the fca. When the tide is out it is very eafy to fill a whole 
cart with oyfters, which have been driven on fhore by one flood. The ifland is ftrewed 

* Commonly called black-heart cherries. 

f That rum is among the fpirituous liquors lefs noxious than any one of the reft, is chiefly owing to the 
balfamic quality it gets from the fugar, which corre&s the ftyptic quality all kinds of brandy and fpirituous 
liquors have. The older the rum is, and the longer it has been kept in a great calk, the more is its ftypti- 
city*corre£ted.l All which has been lately proved by the clearift experiments, explained an^dediictcd 
from the moltVindifputable principles of chcmiitry, in a pamphlet written by that able Cnemift Sir. 
DolEe. F. ^ 

with 
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with oyfter-fhells and other ihells, which the Indians left there; thefe fhells ferve now 
for good manure for the fields. The fouthern part of the ifland is turned into meadows, 
and the northern part into fields. The winter is more conftant on the northern part, 
and the fnow in fpring lies longer there than on the fouthern part. The people are 
very fertile here, and commonly tall and ftrong. 

June 10th. At noon we left New York, and failed up the river Hudfon, in a yacht 
bound for Albany. All this afternoon we faw a whole fleet of little boats returning from 
New York, whither they had brought provifions and other goods for fale, which on 
account of the extenfive commerce of this town, and the great number of its inhahi tan fa, 
go off very well. The river Hudfon runs from north to fouth here, except feme 
high pieces of land which fometimes projefl far into it, and alter its direftion ; its 
breadth at the mouth is reckoned about a mile and a quarter. Some porpoifes played 
and tumbled in the river- The eaftem Ihore, or the New York fide, was at firft very 
fteep and high ; but the wetfern was very Hoping and covered with woods. There 
appeared farm-houfes on both fides, furrounded with corn-fields. The ground of 
which the fteep Ihores confifted was of a pale, brick colour, and fome little rocks of a 
grey land-ftone were feen here and there. About ten or twelve miles from New York, 
the weftern Ihore appears quite different from what it was before; it confifts of fteep 
mountains with perpendicular fides towards the river, and they are exa&ly like the fteep 
fides of the mountains of’Hall and Hunnebarg in Weft Gothland. Sometimes a rock 
projects like the falliant angle of a baftion: the tops of thefe mountains are covered 
with oaks, and other wood; a number of ftones of all fizes lay along the Ihore, having 
rolled down from the mountains^ 

Thefe high and fteep mountains cqntinue for fome Englifh miles on the weftern 
fhorc; but on the eaftern fid’e the land is high, and fometimes diverfified with hills and 
rallies, which are commonly covered with deciduous trees, amongft which there 
appears a farm now and then in a glade. The hills are covered wiih ftones in fome 
places. About twelve miles from New York we faw fturgeons * (acipcnfer fturio), 
leaping up out of the water, and on the whole paffage we met with porpoifes in the 
river. As we proceeded we found the eaftern banks of the river very much cultivated; 
and a number of pretty farms, furrounded with orchards and fine corn-fields, prefented 
thcmfelves to our view. About twenty-two miles from New York the high mountains 
which I have before mentioned left us, and made as it were a high ridge here from eaft 
to weft quite acrofs the country. This altered the face of the country on the weftern 
Chore of the river: from mountainous, it became interfperfed with little vallies and 
round hillocks, which were fcarce inhabited at all; but the eaftern fhore continued* to 
afford us a delightful profpedL After failing a little while in the night, we caft our , 
anchor and lay here till the morning, efpecially as the tide was ebbing with great 
force. 

June u th. This morning we continued our voyage up the river, with the tide and 
a faint breeze. We now paffed the Highland mountains, which-were to the eaft of us; 
they confift of a grey fand-ftone, are very high and pretty fteep, and covered with 
deciduous trees, and likewife with firs and red cedars. The weftern Ihore was full of 
rocks, which however did not come up to the height of the mountains on the oppofitc 
fhore ; the tops of thefe eaftem mountains were cut off from our fight by a thick fog 
which furrounded them. Ti^e country was unfit for cultivation, being fo full of rocks, 

jhc New York fturgeons which 1 faw this year brought over, had fhort blunt nofes, in •.which par¬ 
ticular they aie different from the Englifh ones, which have long nofes. F. 4 

* ' ' and 
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and accordingly we faw no farms. The diftance from thefe mountains to New York 
is computed at thirty-fix Engliih miles. 

A thick fog now role up from thfe high mountains. For the fpace of fome Engliih 
milt s we had hills and rocks on the weftern banks of the river; and a change of Ieffer 
and greater mountains and vallies covered with young firs, red cedars, and oaks, on the 
eaftern fide. The hills clofe to the river fide are commonly low, but their height 
increafes as they are further from the river. Afterwards we faw, for fome miles 
together, nothing but high round mountains and vallies, borh covered with woods; the 
vallies are in reality nothing but low rqcks, and fiand perpendicular towards the river 
in many places. The breadth of the river is fometimes two or three muiket-lhot, but 
commonly not above one; every now and then we faw feveral kinds of fifh leaping 
out of the water. The wind vanilhed away about ten o’clock in the morning, and 
forced us to get forwards with our oars, the tide being almoft fpent. 

The w ater in the river has here no more a brackiih tafte; yet 1 was told that the tide, 
c-fpecially when the wind is fouth, fometimes carries the fait water up higher with it. 

* The colour of the water was likewife altered, for it appeared darker here than before. 
To account for the firft origin of rivers is very difficult, if not wholly impoflihlo; fome 
rivers may have come from a great refervoir of water, which being conliderably 
encreafed by heavy falls of rain or other circumftanccs, paflbd < its old bounds and flowed 
to the low'er countries, through the places where it met with the lealt oppofition. 
This is perhaps the reafon why Jpme rivers run in fo many bendings equally through 
fields of foft earth, as likewife there, where mountains, rocks, and (tones, divert their 
paffage. However, it feems that fome rivers derive their firft origin from the creation 
itfelf, and that Providence then pointed out their courfe; for their exiftence can, in all 
probability, not be owing to the accidental eruption of water alone. Among thele 
rivers we may rank the river Hudfon: I was furprifed on feeing its courfe, and the 
variety of its fhores. It takes its rife a good way above Albany, and defeends to' New 
York, in a dired line from north to louth, which is a diftance of about a hundred 
and fixty Englifh miles, and perhaps more; for the little bendings which it makes are 
of no fignification. In many places between New York and Albany are ridges of high 
mountains running weft and eaft. But it is remarkable that they go on undifturbed 
ml they come to the river Hudfon, which cuts diredly acrofs them, and frequently 
their fides ftand perpendicular towards the river. There is an opening left in the chain 
of mountains, as broad as the river commonly is, for it to pafs through, and the 
mountains go on as before, on the other fide, in the fame direction, k is likewife 
remarkable that the river in fuch places where it paffes through the mountains is as 
deep, and often deeper than in the other places. The perpendicular rocks on the fides 
of the river are furprifing, and it appears that if no paffages had been opened by Pro¬ 
vidence, for the river to pafs through, the mountains in the upper part of the country 
would have been inundated, fince thefe mountains, like fo many dykes, would have 
hindered the water from going on. Quere, Why does this river go on in a dired line 
for ,fo confiderable a diftance ? Why do the many paffages, through which the river 
flows acrofs the mountains, lie under the fame meridian ? Why are water-falls near fome 
of thefe paffages, or at leaft (hallow water with a rocky ground ? 

We now perceived exceflive high and ftei-p mountains on both fides of the river, 
which echoed buck each found we uttered. Yet notwithftanding they were fo high 
and fteep, they were covered with frnall trees. 

The*BlueMountains, which reared their towering tops above all theother mousfflfins, * 
were now feen ifcfore us, towards north, but at a great diftance. 


The 
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The-country began hereto look more cultivated, and lefs mountainous. 

.The laft of the high weftem mountains is called Butterhilft after which the country^ 
between the mountains grows more fpacious. The farms became very numerous, and 
we had a profpeft of many corn-fields, between the hills: before wc pafled thefe hills 
we had the wind in our face, and we could only get forward by tacking, which went 
very flow, as the river was hkrdly a mulket-lhot in breadth. Afterwards we call 
anchor, becaufe we had both wind and tide againft us. 

Whilft we waited for the return of tide, and the change of wind, we went on 
fliorc. 

The faffafras-tree (laurus fafiafras) and the chefnut-tree grows here in great 
abundance. I found the tulip-tree (liriodendron tulipifera) in fome parts of the wood, 
as likewife the kalmia latifolia, which was now in full bloflom, though the flowers were 
already withering. 

Some time after noon the wind arofe from fuuth-weft, which being a fair wind, we 
weighed anchor, and continued our voyage. The place where we lay at anchor was 
juft the end of thofe fteep and amazing high mountains : their height is very amazing ; 
they confift of grey rock-ftone, and clofe to them on the fliores lay a vaft number of 
little ftoncs. As foon as we had pafled thefe mountains, the country became clearer 
of mountains, and.higher. The river likewife increafed in breadth, fo as to be near 
an Englilh mile broad. After failing for fome time, we found no more mountains 
along the river; but on the eaftern fide goes a high chain of mountains to the north- 
eaft, whofe fides are covered .’with woods up to one-half of’their height. The fummits 
however are quite barren, for I fuppole that nothing would grow there, on account of 
the great degree of heat*, drynefs, and the violence of the wind, to which that part 
is expofed. The eaftern fidS of’ the river is much more cultivated than the weftem, 
where we feldom faw a houfe, the land being covered with woods, though it is in 
general very level. About fifty-fix Englilh miles from New York the country is not 
very high ; yet it is every where covered with woods, except fome new farms which 
were feattered here and there. The high mountains which we left in the afternoon, 
now appeared above the woods and the country. Thefe mountains which were called 
the Highlands, did not project more north than the other, in the place where we 
anchored. Their fides (not thofe towards the river) were feldom perpendicular, 
but Hoping, fo that one could clime up to the top, though not without difficulty. 

On feveral high grounds near the river, the people burnt lime. The mafter of the' 
yacht told me, ihat they break a fine blueilh grey lime-ftone in the high grounds along 
both fides of the river, for the fpace of fome Englilh miles, and burn lime of it. But 
at fome miles diltance there is no more liine-ftone, and they find alfo none on the hanL-c 
till they come to Albany. 

We pafled by a little neck of land, which projected on the weftem fide of the river, 
and was called Dance. The name of this place is faid to derive its origin from a 
fellival which the Dutch celebrated here in former times, and at which they danced 
and diverted themfelvesj but once there came r number of Indians, who killed 
them all. 

We call anchor late at night, becaufe the wind ceafcd and the tide was ebbing. The 
depth of the river is twelve fathoms here. 

• Mr. Kalin wa? ccitainly miilaken by thinking the fummiu of thefe mountain* without wood, oa 
account af the great degree of heat : for it is a general notion founded on experience, that the fun opeiates 
not fo inuch’on the topdof mountains, as in plains or valh'es,and the cold often hinders the nereafeof wood 
on the i’unm.its of high mountains. T\ 

vor.. xin. 4 ® The 
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The fire-flies paflfed the river in numbers at night, and fometiraes fettled, upon the 
rigging. p 

June 12th. This morning we proceeded Avith the tide, but againft the wind. The 
river was here a mufket-fliot broad. The country in general is low on both fides, 
confiding of low rocks and ftony fields, which are however covered with woods. It 
is fo rocky, ftony, and poor, that nobody can fettle is it or inhabit it, there being no 
fpot of ground fit for a corn-field. The country continued to have the fame appear¬ 
ance for the fpace of fome miles, and we never perceived one fettlement. At eleven 
o’clock this morning we came to a little ifland, which lies in the middle of the river, 
and is faid to be half-way between'New York and Albany. The fhores are dill low, 
ftony, and rocky, as before. But at a greater didance we faw high mountains, 
covered with woods, chiefly on the wefteru Ihore, railing their tops above the reft of 
the country : and dill further off, the blue mountains role up above them. Towards 
noon it was quite calm, and we went on very flow. Here the land is well cultivated, 
efpecially on the eadern Ihore, and full of great corn-fields; yet the foil leaned Tandy. 
Several villages lay on the eadern fide, and one of them called Straiburg, was 
inhabited by a number of Germans. To the wed wc faw ft vend cultivated places. 
The blue mountains are very plainly to be ften here. They appear through the 
clouds, and tower above all other mountains. The river is full an Englilh mile broad 
oppofite Straiburg. 

They make ufe of a yellow agaricus, or mufhroom, which grows on maple-trees, 
for tinder; that which is found on the red-flowering maple (acer rubrum) is reckoned 
the bed, and next in goodnefs is that of the fugar-maple (acer laccarinum), which is 
fometimes reckoned as good as the former. 

Rhinbeck is a place at fome didance from Strnfburjj, further off from the river. It 
is inhabited by many Germans, who have a church there. 

At two in the afternoon it began again to blow from the fouth, which enabled us 
to proceed. The country on the eadern fide is high, and conlids of a well cultivated foil. 
Wc had fine corn-fields, pretty farms, and good orchards in view. The wedern Ihore 
is likewife fomewhat high, but Hill covered with woods, and we now and then, though 
feldom, faw cneor two little ftttlcmcnts. The river is above an Englilh mile broad in 
mod places, and comes in a llrait line from the north, fo that we could not fometimes 
follow it with our eye. 

June 13th. The wind favoured our voyage during the whoie night, fo that I had 
no opportunity of obferving the nature of the country. This morning at five o’clock 
we were but nine Englilh miles from Albany. The country on both fides the river is 
low, and covered with woods, excepting a few little fcattered ftltlcments. Under the 
higher fliorts of the river are wet meadows, covered with fword-grafs (carex), and they 
formed fevcral little iflands. We faw no mountains; and hadened towards Albany. 
The land on botli fides of the river is chiefly low, and more carefully cultivated as we 
came nearer to A'lbany. 

As to the houfes which we faw, fome were of wood, others of done. The river is 
feldom above a mulket-lhot broad, and in feveral parrs of it are funds, which require 
great experience for governing the yachts. At eight o’clock in the morning we arrived 
at Albany. 

All the yachts which ply between Albany and New York, belong to Albany. They 
go up and down the river Hudfon, as long as it is open and free from ice. They bring 
from Albany boards or planks, and all forts of timber, flour, peafe, and furs,* which 
they get frot^ the Indians, or which are fmuggled from the French. They come home 

almoft 
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almoft empty. and only bring a few merchandizes with thin, among which rum is 
the chief. This laft is abfolutely neceffary to the inhabitants of Albany; they cheat 
the Indians in the fur trade with it; for when the Indians are drunk, they will leave 
it to the Albanians to fix the price of the furs. The yachts arc pretty large, and have 
a good cabin, in which the paffengers can be very commodioufly lodged. They are 
commonly built of red cedar, or of white oak. Frequently, the bottom confifts of 
white oak, and the fides of red cedar, becaufe the latter with Hands putrefaction much 
longer than the former. The red cedar is likewife apt to fplit when it is (truck againft 
any thing, and the river Hudfon is in many parts full of fands and rocks, againft 
which the keel of the yacht fometimes hits; therefore they choofc white oak for the 
bottom, as being the fofter wood, and not fplitting fo eafily : and the bottom being 
continually under water, is not fo much expofed to putrefaction, and holds out 
longer. 

The canoes which the yachts have along with them are made of a fmgle piece of 
wood, hollowed out; they are fliarp on both ends, frequently three or four fathoms 
long, and as broad as the thicknefs of the wood will allow. The people in it do not 
row fitting, but commonly a fellow Hands at each end, with a fhort oar in his hand 
with which he governs and brings the canoe forwards. Thofe which are made here 
at Albany, are commonly of the white pine $ they can do fervice for eight or twelve 
years, efpecially if they be tarred and painted. At Albany they make them of the white 
pine, fmee there is no other wood fit for them ; at New York they are made of the 
tulip-tree, and in other parts they are made of red ot white cedars: but both thele 
trees are fo final 1 , in the neighbourhribd of Albany, that they are unfit for canoes; 
there are no feats in the canoes, for if they had any, they would be more liable to be 
overl'et, as one could not keep the equilibrium fo well. 

Battoes * are another kind of boats, which are much in me in Albany : they are 
made of boards of white pine ; the bottom is flat that they may row the better in (hallow 
water; they are fliarp at both ends, and fomewhat higher towards the end than in the 
middle. They have feats in them, and are rowed as common boats. They are long, 
yet not all alike, commonly three, and fometimes four fathoms long. The height 
from the bottom to the top of the board (for the fides Hand almoft perpendicular) is 
from twenty inches to two feet, and the breadth in the middle about a yard and fix 
inches. They are chiefly made ufe of for carrying goods, by means of the rivers, to 
the Indians; that is, when thofe rivers are open enough for the battoes to pafs through, 
and when they need not be carried by land a great way. The boats made of the 
bark of trees, break eafily by knocking againft a ftone, and the canoes cannot 
carry a great cargo, and are eafily overfet; the battoes arc therefore preferable 
to them both. I faw no boats here like thofe in Sweden, and other parts of 
Europe. 

The froft does frequently a great deal of damage at Albany. There is hardly a 
month in fummer during which a froft does not happen. The fpring comes very late, 
and in April and May are numerous cold nights, which frequently kill the flowers of 
trees and kitchen herbs. It was feared that the blofl'oms of the apple-trees had been fo 
feverely damaged by the froft laft May, that next autumn there would be but very few 
apples. The oak blofl'oms are very often killed by the froft in the woods. The 
autumn here is of long continuance, with warm days and nights. However,’the cold 

* From the French bateaux (boats}. 
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nights commonly comny.nce towards the end of September, and are frequent in 
Oftober. The people are forced to keep their cattle in ftables from the middle of 
November till March or April, and muft find them hay during that time *. 

During fummer the wind blows commonly from the fouth, and brings a great drought 
along with it. Sometimes it rains a little, and as foon as it has rained the wind veers to 
north-weft, blowing for fevcral days from that point, and then returning to the fouth. 
I have had frequent opportunities of feeing this change of wind happen very exactly, 
both this year and the following. 

June 15th. The enclofurcs were made of boards of fir-wood, of which there is 
abundance in the extenfivc woods, and many faw-mills to cut it into boards. 

The feveral forts of apple-trees grow very well here, and bear as fine fruit as in any 
other part of North America. Each farm has a large orchard. They have fome 
apples here, which are very large, and very palatable; they are font to New York, 
and other places as a rarity. They make excellent cyder in autumn, in the country 
round Albany. 

All the kinds of cherry-trees, which have been planted here, fuccccd very well. 

Pear-trees do not fucceed here. This was complained of in many other parts of North 
America. But I fear that they do not take fuflicicnt care in the management and 
planting of them ; for I had feen fine pears in feveral p?rts of North America. 

Peach-trees have often been planted here, and never would fucceed well. This was 
attributed to a worm which lives in the ground, and eats through the root, fo that the 
tree dies. Perhaps the feverity of the winter contributes much to it. 

They plant no other fruit-trees at Albany befitles theft* I have mentioned. 

They fow as much hemp and llax here its they w«\nt for home confumption. 

They fow maize in great abundance: a lode foil is reckoned the beft for this 
purpofe ; for it will not grow in clay : from half a bufltel they reap a hundred bufhels. 
They reckon maize a very good kind of corn, becaufe the moots recovers aftc*r being 
hurt by the froft. They have had examples here of the {hoots dying twice in fpring, 
to the very ground, and yet they (hot up again afterwards, and afforded an excellent 
crop. Maize has likewife the advantage of {landing much longer againft a drought 
than wheat. The larger fort of maize which is commonly Town here, ripens in 
September. 

They fow wheat in the neighbourhood of Albany, with great advantage. From 
one bufhel they get twelve fometimes ; if the foil be good, they get twenty bufhels. 
If their crop amounts only to ten bufhels from one, they think it very-trilling. The 
inhabitants of the country round Albany are Dutch and Germans. The Germans 
live in feveral great villages, and fow great quantities of wheat, which is brought to 
Albany ; and from thence they fent many yachts laden with flour to New York. The 
wheat flour from Albany is reckoned the bell in all North America, except that from 
Sopus or King]s Town, a place between Albany and New York. All the bread in 
Albany is made of wheat. At New York they pay the Albany flour with feveral {hillings 
more per hundred weight than that from other places. 

Rye is likewife fown here, but not fo generally as wheat. 

, They do not fow much barley here, becaufe they do not reckon the profits very 
grfcat. Wheat is fo plentiful that they make malt of it. In the neighbourhood of New 
York. 1 fatv great fields fown with barley. 

* The reader njuft reckon all this according to the old ftile. 

They 
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They do not fow more oats than are neceffary for their tiorles. 

The Dutch and Germans who live hereabouts, fow pea* in great abundance j they 
fbcceed very well, and are annually carried to New York, in great quantities. They 
have been free from infe£ls for a coniiderable time; but of late years the fame beetles 
which deftroy the peafe in Penfylvania, New Jerfcy, and the lower parts of the province 
of New York, have likewife appeared abundant among the peafe here. It is a real 
lofs to this town, and to the other parts of North America, which ufed to get peafe 
from hence for their own confumption, and that of their failors. It had been found, 
that if they procured good peafe from Albany, aqd fowed them near King’s Town, or 
the lower part of the province of New York, they fucceeded very well the firlt year, 
but were fo full of worms the fecond, and following years, that nobody could or would 
cat them. Some people put allies into the pot, among the peafe, when they will not 
boil, or foften wejil ; but whether this is wholefome and agreeable to the palate, I do. 
not know. 

Potatoes are generally planted. Some people preferred allies to fand for keeping 
them in during winter. 

The Bermuda potatoes (convolvulus batatas) have likewife been planted here, and 
fucceed pretty well. The greatell difficulty is to keep them during winter ; for they 
generally rot in that feafon. 

The humming-bird (trocliilus colubris) comes to this place fomctiincs; but it is 
rather a fcarcc bird. 

The Ihingles with which the houfes are covered rre made of the white pine, which 
is reckoned as good and as durable* and fometimes better, than the white cedar (cupref- 
fus thyoides). The white pine is f’ound,abundant here, in l'uch places where common 
pines grow in Europe. I have never feen them in the lower parts of the province of 
New York, nor in New Jerfey and Penfylvania. They faw a vaft quantity of deal 
from the white pine on this fide of Albany, which are brought down to New York, and 
from thence exported. 

The woods abound with vines, which likewife grow on the fteep banks of the river 
in furpriling quantities. They climbed to the tops of trees on the bank, and bent them 
by their weight; but where they found no trees, they hung down along the fteep 
Ihores, and covered them entirely. The grapes arc eaten after the froft has attacked 
them ; for they are too four before. They are not much ufed any other way. 

The vaft woods and uninhabited grounds between Albany and Canada contain iin- 
menfe fwarins of gnats, which annoy the travellers. To be in ionic meafure feeured 
againft theie infects, Ionic beimear their face with butter or grcal’e; for the gnats do 
not like to fettle on greafy places. The great heat makes boots very uneafy ; but to 
prevent the gnats from Hinging the legs, they wrap fotne paper rouna them, under the 
(lockings. Some travellers wear caps which cover the whole face, and have feme 
gauze before their eyes. At night they lie in tents, if they can carry any with them ; 
and make a great lire at the entrance, by the fmoke of which the gnats are driven 
away. 

Theporpoifes ieldom go higher up the river Hudfon than the fak water goes; after 
that, the fturgeons fill their place. It has however fotnetimes happened, that porpoifes 
have gone quite up to Albany. 

The fire-flies (latnpyris) which are the fame that are fo common tin Penfylvania 
during fummer, are here feen in abundance every night. They fly lip and down in 
the ftrects of this town. They come into the houfes^ if the doors and windows are 
open. 


fcvcral 
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Several of the Penfylvanian. trees are not to be met with in thefe woods, viz* 

Magnolia glauca, the bea/er-tree. 

Nyffa aquatica, the tupelo-tree. 

Liquidambar ftyraciflua, the fweet-gum tree. 

Diofpyros Virginiana, the pcrfimon. 

Liriodendron tulipifera, the tulip-tree. 

Jugians nigra, the black walnut-tree. 

Quercus-, the fwamp oak. 

C'ercis Canadenfis, the fallad-tree. 

Robinia pfeudacacia, the locuff-tree. 

Gleditfia triacanthos, the honey-locuft-trce. 

Annona muricata, the papaw-tree. 

Celtis occidentalis, the nettle-tree ; and a number of fhrubs, which are never found 
here. 

The more northerly fituation of the place, the height of the blue mountains, and 
thccourfe of the rivers, which flow here fouthward into the lea, and accordingly carry 
the feeds of plants from north to fouth, and not the contrary way, are chiefly the cautes 
that feveral plants which grow in Penfylvania cannot be found here. 

This afternoon I went to fee an illand which lies in the middle of the river, about a 
mile below the town. This illand is an Englilh mile long, and not above a quarter of a 
mile broad. It is almoft entirely turned into corn-fields ; and is inhabited by a Angle 
planter, who, befides polfefling this illand, is the owner of two more. Here w'e law no 
woods, except a few trees which were left round the Hland on the Ihore, and formed as it 
were a tall and great hedge. The red maple (acer rubrum ) grows in abundance in 
leveral places. Its leaves arc white or filvery on the under lides, and when agitated by 
the wind, they make the tree appear as if it was full of white flowers. The water-beech 
(platanus occidentalis) grows to a great height, and is one of the mod lhady trees .here. 
The water-poplar * is the molt common tree hereabouts, grows exceedingly well on 
the fliorcs of the river, and is as tail as the talleft. of our afps. In fummer it affords 
the bell; fhade for men and cattle againft the fcorching heat. On the banks of rivers 
and lakes it is one of the moll uleful trees, becaufe it holds the foil by its extenfivo 
oranched roots, and prevents the water from walhing it away. The water-beech and 
the elm-tree (ulmus) lerve the fame purpofe. The wild prune-trees were plentiful 
here, and were full of unripe fruit: its wood is nor made ufe of; but its fruit is eaten. 
Sumach (rhus glabra) is plentiful here; as alfo the wild vines, which climb up the 
trees, and creep along the high fhores of the river. I was told that the grapes ripen 
very late, though they were already pretty large. 

The American elm-tree (ulmus Americana) formed feveral high hedges. The foil 
of this illand is a rich mould, mixed with fand, which is chiefly employed in maize 
plantations. There were likewife large fields of potatoes. The whole ifland was leafed 
for one hundred pounds of New York currency. Thcperfon who had taken theleafe 
again let fome greater and fome fmaller lots of ground to the inhabitants of Albany, 
for making kitchen gardens of, and by that means reimburfed himfclf. Portulack 
(portulaca oleracea) grows fpontaneoufly here in great abundance, and looks very 
well. 

I 

* Pijpulus plandulis variis baii foliorum adnexis, foliia cordato-deltoidibus, acuminatis, fcrrato-anguloiis, 
uUriaque glabris. — An populus heterophyUa Linnsei ! 

» 
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June 20th. The tide in the river Hudfon goes aboil eight or ten Englifli miles 
above Albany, and confequently runs one hundred and fift}-(ix Englifh miles from the 
fea. In fpring, when the fnow melts, there is hardly any flowing near this town; for 
the great quantity of water which comes from the mountains during that feafon occa- 
fions a continual ebbing. This likewife happens after heavy rains. 

The cold is generally reckoned very fevere here. The ice in the river Hudfon is 
commonly three or four feet thick. On the 3d of April fomc of the inhabitants 
crofled the river with fix pair of horfes. The ice commonly dilfolves about the end* 
of March or beginning of April. Great pieces, of ice come down about that time, 
which fometimes carry with them the houfes that (fowl clofe to the Ihore. The water 
is very high at that time in the river, hccaufe the ice flops fometimes, and flicks in places 
where the river is narrow. The water has been often obfervod to rife three fathoms 
higher than it commonly is in fumincr. The ground is frozen here in winter to the- 
depth of three, four, or five feet. On the 16th of November the yachts are put up, 
and about the beginning or middle of April they are in motion again. 

The water of ieveral wells in this town was very cool about this time ; but had a 
kind of acid lafte, which was not very agreeable. On a nearer examination, I found 
an abundance of little infefts in it, which were probably monoculi. Their length was 
different; fomc were a geometrical line and an half, others two, and others four lines 
long: they were very narrow, and of a pale colour. The head was blacker and thicker 
than the other parts of the body, and about the fize of a .pin’s head. The tail was di¬ 
vided into two branches, and each branch terminated in a little black globule. When 
thefe infefts fwitn, they proceed in'crooked or undulated lines, ahnolt like tadpoles. 

I poured lome of this water into i a bowl, and pul near a fourth part of rum to it. The 
monoculi, inftead of being affected with it, fwam about as briikly as they had done in 
the water. This (hews, that if one makes punch with this water, it muff be very ftrong 
to kill the monoculi. I think this water is not very wholefomc for people who are 
not ufed to it, though the inhabitants of Albany, who drink it every day, lay, they do 
not feel the leaft inconvenience from it. 1 have been feveral times obliged to drink 
water here, in which I have plainly feen monoculi fwimming ; but I generally felt the 
next day fomewhat like a pea in my throat, or as if 1 had a (welling there ; and this 
continued for above a week. I felt luch lwelliugs this year, both at Albany and in 
ether parts. My fervant, Yungfiroem, likewife got a great pain in his breaft, and a 
fenlation as from a fwelling, after drinking water with monoculi in it; but whether 
thefe infedts ocaafioned it,or whether it came from fomc other caufe, I cannot afeertain. , 
However, I have, always endeavoured as much as poflible to do without fuch water 
as had monoculi in it. I have found monoculi in very cold water taken from the 
deepeft wells, in different parts of this country. Perhaps many of our difeafes arife 
from waters of this kind, which we do not fufficiently examine. I have frequently 
obferved abundance of minute in feds in water, which has been remarkable for its. 
clearnefs. Alnioft each houfc in Albany has its well, the water of which is applied to 
common ufe; but for lea, brewing, and waffling, they commonly take the water of the' 
river Hudfon, which flows clofe by the town. This water is generally quite muddy, 
and very warm in fummer ; and, on that account, it is kept in cellars, in order that the 
(lime may fubfide, and that the water may cool a little. 

We lodged with a gunfmith, who told us, that the beft: charcoals foV the forge 
were made of the black pine. The next in goodnefs, in his opinion, were charccyils 
made of the beech-tree.. 

The 
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The bed and deareft (ld:ks for his mulkets were made of the wood of the wild 
cherry-tree; and next to trfefe he valued thofe of the red maple moft. They fcarce 
make ufe of any other wood for this purpofe. The black walnut-tree affords excel¬ 
lent wood for (locks; but it does not grow in the neighbourhood of Albany. 

June 21ft. Next to the town of New York, Albany is the principal town, or at 
lead, the moft wealthy, in the province of New York. It is fituated on the declivity of 
a hill, dole to the weflern (hore of the river Hudfon, about one hundred and forty-fix 
‘Englilh miles from New York. The town extends along the river, which flows 
here from N.N.E. to S.S.W. The high mountains in the weft, above the town, 
bound the profped on that fide. There are two churches in Albany, an Englilh one 
and a Dutch one. The Dutch church (lands at fome diftance from the river, on the 
call fide of the market. It is built of Hone ; and in the middle it has a fmall fteeple, 
w ith a bell. It has but one miniller, who preaches twice every Sunday. The Knglifh 
church is fituated on the hill, at the weft end of the market, diredlly under the fort. 
It is likewife built cf (lone, but has no fteeple. There was no fervice at this church at 
this time, becaufe they had no miniller; and all the people underftood Dutch, the 
garrifon exdepted. The miniller of this church has a fettled income of one hundred 
pounds fterling, which he gets from England. The town-hall lies to the fouthward 
of the Dutch church, clofe by the river fide. It is a fine building of (lone, three 
(lories high. It has a fmall tower or fteeple, with a bell, and a gilt ball and vane at 
the top of it. 

The houfes in this town are very neat, and partly built with ftones covered with 
fhingles of the white pine. Some are dated with tHes from Holland, becaufe the clay 
of this neighbourhood is not reckoned fit fpr tiles. _Moft of the houfes are built in 
the old way, with the gable-end towards the ftreet; a few excepted, which were 
lately built in the manner now ufed. A great number of houfes were built like thofe 
of New Brunfwick, which I have deferibed; the gable-end being built, towards the 
ftreet, of bricks, and all the other walls of planks. The outfidc of the houfes is never 
covered with lime or mortar, nor have I feen it pra&ifed in any North American 
towns which I have vifited ; and the walls do not feem to be damaged by the air. 
The gutters on the roofs reach almoft to the middle of the ftreet. This prefer ves the 
walls from being damaged by the rain, but is extremely difagreeable in rainy weather 
for the people in the ftrects, there being hardly any means oi avoiding the water from 
the gutters. The ftreet-doors are generally in the middle of the houfes; and on both 
fidcs are feats, on which, during fair weather, the people (pend almoft.the whole day, 
efpecially on thofe which arc in the (hadow of the houfes. In the evening thefe feats 
are covered with people of both fexes; but this is rather troublefome, as thofe who 
pafs by are obliged to greet every body, unlefs they will (hock the politeness of the 
inhabitants of this town. The ftreets are broad, and fome of them are paved ; in 
fome parts they are lined with trees ; the long ftreets are almoft parallel to the river, 
and the others interfedl them at right angles. The ftreet which goes between the two 
churches is five times broader than the others, and ferves as a market-place. The 
ftreets upon the whole are very dirty, becaufe the people leave their . cattle in them 
during the fummer nights. There are two market-places in tl)e town, to which the 
country people refort twice a week. 

The forties higher than any other building, bn a high deep hill on the weft fide of 
th$ town. It is a great building of (lone, furrounded with high and thick walls ; its 
fttuarion is very bad, as it can only ferve to keep off plundering parties, without being 
1 16 able 
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able to fuftain a (lege. There are numerous high hills tojJthe weft of the fort, which 
command it, and from whence one may fee all that is don’A within it. There is com* 
monly an officer and a number of foldiers quartered in it. They fay the fort contains a 
fpring of water. 

The fituation of Albany is very advantageous in regard to trade. The river Iludfon, 
which flows clofe by it, is from twelve to twenty feet deep. There is not yet any quay 
made for the better lading of the yachts, becaufe the people feared it would fuffer 
greatly, or be entirely carried away in fpring by the ice, which then comes down the 
river; the veffels which are in ufe here may come pretty near the fhore in order to be * 
laden, and heavy goods are brought to them ujbon canoes tied together. Albany 
carries on a considerable commerce with New York, chiefly in furs, boards, wheat, 
flour, peafe, fcveral kinds of timber, &c. There is not a place in all the Britilh 
colonies, the Iludfon’s Bay fettlements excepted, where fuch quantities of furs and 
ikins are bought of the Indians as at Albany. Moft of the merchants in this town 
fend a clerk or agent to Ofwego, an Englifh trading town upon the lake Ontario, to 
which the Indians refort with their furs. I intend to give a more minute account of 
this place in my journal for the year 1750. The merchants from Albany fpend the 
whole fummer at Ofwego, and trade with many tribes of Indians who come to them 
with their goods. Many people have allured me, that the Indians are frequently 
cheated in difpofing of their £oods, efpecially when they are in liquor, and that fome- 
times they do not get one half of the value of their goods. I have been a witnefs to 
feveral tranfaciions of this kind. The merchants of Albahy glory in thefe tricks, and 
are highly pleated when they have given a poor Indian a greater portion of brandy than 
he can bear, and when they can after that get all his goods for mere trifles. The 
Indians often find, when they Are fober'again, that they have been cheated, they 
grumble fomewhat, but are foon fatisfied when they refleft that they have for once 
drank as much as they are able, of a liquor which they value beyond any thing elfe in 
the whole world, and they arc quite infenfible to their lofs if they again get a draught 
of this ne£lar. Befides this trade at Ofwego, a number of Indians come to Albany 
from feveral parts, efpecially from Canada j but from this latter place, they hardly 
bring any thing but beaver-lkins. There is a great penalty in Canada for carrying furs 
to the Englilh, that trade belonging to the French Weft India Company ; notwith- 
ftanding which the French merchants in Canada carry on a confiderable fmuggling 
trade. They fend their furs, by means of the Indians, to their correfpondent# at 
Albany, who purchafe it at the price which they have fixed upon with the French 
merchants. The Indians take in return fcveral kinds of cloth, and other goods, which • 
may be got here at a lower rate than thofe which arc fent to Canada from France. 

The greater part of the merchants at Albany have extenfive eftates in the country, 
and a great deal of wood. If their eftates have a little brook, they do not fail to ered 
a faw-mill upon it for fawing boards and planks, with which commodity many yachts 
go during the whole fummer to New York, having fcarce any other lading than 
boards. 

Many people at Albany make the wampum of the Indians, which is their ornament 
and their money, by grinding feme kinds of fhells and mufcles j this is a confiderable 
profit to the inhabitants. I fhall fpeak of this kind of money in the fequel. The 
extenfive trade which the inhabitants of Albany carry on, and their fparing manner of 
life, in the Dutch way, contribute to the confiderable wealth which many of them 
acquire.* 

vol. xm. 4 f The 
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The inhabitants of Albany and its environs are almoft all Dutchmen. They fpeak 
Dutch, have Dutch preaclR*rs, and divine fervice is performed in that language : their 
manners are likewife quite Dutch; their drefs is however like that of the Engltfh. It 
is well known that the firft Europeans who fettled in the province of New York were 
Dutchmen. During the time that they were the mafters of this province, they poflefled 
themfelvesof New Sweden*, of which they were jealous. However, the pleafure of 
poffefling this conquered land and their own, was but of *lhort duration ; for towards 

# the end of 1664, Sir Robert Carre, by order of King Charles the Second, went to 
New York, then New Amfterdam, and took it. Soon after Colonel Nichols went to 
Albany, which then bore the name of Fort Orange, and upon taking it, named it 
Albany, from the Duke of York’s Scotch title. The Dutch inhabitants were allowed 
either to continue where they were, and, under the protection of the Eitglifh, to 
enjoy all their former privileges, or to leave the country. The greater part of 
them cfeofe to flay, and from them the Dutchmen are defeended, who now live in 
the province of New York, and who polfefs the greateft and belt eftates in that pro¬ 
vince. 

The avarice and felfiflmefs of the inhabitants of Albany are very well known 
throughout all North America, by the Englifh, by the French, and even by the 
Dutch, in the lower part of New York province. If a Jew, who underftands the art 
of getting forward perfectly well, fhould fettle amongll them, they would not fail to 
ruin him. For this rcafon nobody conies to this place without the molt prefling nccef- 
fity; and therefore I was alked in fcveral places, what induced me to go to it, two 
years one after another. I likewife found that the-judgment, which people formed of 
them, was not without foundation. For though they fcldom fee any ftrangers, (except 
thofe who go from the Britilh colonies to Canada and back again) and one might there¬ 
fore expedt to find victuals and accommodation for travellers cheaper than in places 
where travellers always refort to, yet I experienced the contrary. I was here obliged 
to pay for every thing twice, thrice, and four times as dear as in any part of North 
America which 1 have pafled through. If 1 wanted their afliftance, I was obliged to 
pay them very well for it, and wdicn 1 wanted to purchafc any thing, or to be helped 
infome cafe or other, I could prefently fee what kind of blood ran into their veins ; for 
» they either fixed exorbitant prices for their fervices, or were very backward to aflift 
me. Such was this people in general. However, there were l'ome amongll them who 
equalled any in North America, or any where elfe, in politenefs, equity, goodnefs, 
and readinefs to ferve and to oblige; but their number fell far fhort of .that of the for- 

* mer. If 1 may be allowed to declare my conjectures, the origin of,the inhabitants of 
Albany and its neighbourhood feemsto me to be as follows. Whillt the Dutch poflefled 
this country, and intended to people it, the government took up a pack of vagabonds, 
of which they intended to clear the country, and fent them along with a number of 
other fettlers to this province. The vagabonds were fenr far from the other colonifls, 
upon the borders- towards the Indians and other enemies, and a few lionefl families 
were perfuaded to go with them, in order to keep them in bounds. I cannot any 
other way account for the difference between the inhabitants of Albany, and the other 
defeendants of fo refpedtablc a nation as the Dutch, who arc fettled in the lower part 
of New York province. The latter arc civil, obliging, juft in the prices, and fincere ; 
and though tjiey are not ceremonious, yet they are well meaning and honeft, and their 
promifes are to be relied on. 

C 

* New Jerfey and part of Penfylvania were formerly comprift’d under this name. 


The 
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The behaviour of the inhabitants of Albany, during thj war between England and 
France, which was ended with the peace of Aix la ChapeliV, has, among feveral other 
caufes, contributed to make them the objeft of hatred in all the Britifh colonies, but 
more efpecially in New England. For at the beginning of that war, when the Indians 
of both parties had received orders to commence hoftilities, the French engaged theirs 
to attack the inhabitants of New England; which they faithfully executed, killing 
every body they met with, .and carrying off whatever they found. During this time 
the people of Albany remained neutral, and carried on a great trade with the very 
Indians who murdered the inhabitants of New England. The plate, fuen as filver-* 
fpoons, bowls, cups, &c. of which the Indians robbed the houfes in New England, 
was carried to Albany, for fale. The people of that town bought up thefe lilver 
vcffcls, though the names of the owners were graved on many of them, and en¬ 
couraged the Indians to get more of them, promifing to pay them well, aud what¬ 
ever they would demand. This was afterwards interpreted by the inhabitants of" 
New England, as if the Albanians encouraged the Indians to kill more of the people, 
who were in a manner their brothers, and who were fubje&s of the fame crown. 
Upon the firft news of this behaviour, which the Indians themfelves fpread in New 
England, the inhabitants of the latter province were greatly incenfed, and threatened, 
that the firft ftep they would take in another war, would be to burn Albany, and the 
adjacent parts. In the prefent war it would lufliciently appear how backward the other 1 
Britifti provinces in America are in aflifting Albany, and the neighbouring places, in 
cafe of an attack from the French or Indians*. The hatred which the Englifh bear 
againft the people, at Albany, is v,ery great, but tint of the Albanians againft the 
Englifh is carried to a ten times higher degree. This hatred has fubfifted ever fincc the 
time when the Englifh conquered this ccfantry, and is not yet extinguifhed, though 
they could never have got fuch advantages under the Dutch government, as they have 
obtained under that of the Englifh. For, in a manner, their privileges are greater 
than thofe of Englifhmen. 

The inhabitants of Albany are much more fparirig than the Englifh. The meat 
which is ferved up is often infufficient to fatisfy the ftomach, and the bowl does not 
circulate fo freely as amongft the Englifh. The women are perfectly well acquainted 
with ccconomy ;"they rife early, go to fleep very late, and are almoft over-nice and 
cleanly in regard to the floor, which is frequently i'coured feveral times in the week. 
The fervants in the town are chiefly negroes. Some of the inhabitants wear their own 
hair, but it is very fhort, without a bag or queue, which are looked upon as the 
chara&eriftics of Frenchmen; and as 1 wore my hair in a bag the firft day I came * 
here from Canada, I was furrounded with children, who called me Frenchman, and 
fomc of the boldeft offered to pull at my French drels. 

Their meat, and manner of dreffmg it, is very different from that of the Englifh. 
Their breakfaft is tea, commonly without iSilk. About thirty or forty years ago, tea 
was unknown to them, and they breakfafted either upon bread and butter, or bread 
and milk. They never put fugar into the cup, but take a finall bit of. it into their 
mouths wliilft they drink. Along with the tea they eat bread and butter, with Alices 
of hung beef. Coffee is not ufual here; they breakfaft generally about feven. Their 
dinner is butter-milk and bread, to which they fometimes add fugar, then it is a de¬ 
licious difh for them ; or frefh milk and bread ; or boiled or roafted Jlefh. They 

fometimes make ufe of butter-milk inftead of frefh milk, to boil a thin kind of porridge 

• 

•m 

' * Mr. Kalm jnibli/hed this third volume juft during the time of the laft war. F. 

4F 2 ‘ with, 
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with, which taftes very foutt but not difagreeable in hot weather. To each dinner they 
have a great fallad, prepare with abundance of vinegar, and very little or no oil. 
They frequently eat butter-milk, bread, and fallad, one mouthful after another. Their 
fupper is generally bread and butter, and milk and bread. They fometimes eat cheefe 
at breakfaft and at dinner; it is not in flices, but fcraped or rafped, fo as to referable 
coarfe flour, which they pretend adds to the good taue of cheefe. They commonly 
drink very fmall beer, or pure water. 

The governor of New York often confers at .Albany with the Indians of the Five 
'Nations, or the Iroquefe, (Mohawks, Senekas, Cayugaws, Onondagoes, and Onidoes) 
efpecially when they intend either to‘make war upon, or to continue a war againft the 
French. Sometimes their deliberations likewile turn upon their converflon to the 
chriftian religion, and it appears by the anfwer of one of the Indian chiefs, or Sachems, 
to Governor Hunter, at a conference in this town, that the Englifh do not pay fo much 
' attention to a work of fo much conlequcncc as the French do, and that they do not lend 
fuch able men to inftruft the Indians as they ought to do *. For after Governor 
Hunter had prefented thefe Indians, by order of Queen Anne, with many clothes, and 
other prefents, of which they were fond, he intended to convince them ftill more of 
Her Majefty’s good-will, and care for them, by adding, that their good mother, the 
Queen, had not only generoufly provided them with fine clothes for their bodies, but 
likewife intended to adorn their fouls, by the preaching of the gofpel; and that to this 
purpofe fome minifters fiiould be fent to them to inftrucl them. The governor had 
fcarce ended, when one of the oldcft Sachems got up, and anfwered, that in the name 
of all the Indians, he thanked their gracious good Queen and mother for the fine clothes 
fhe had fent them; but that in regard to the minifters, they had already had fome among 
them (whom he likewife named), who inftea'd of preaching the holy gofpel to them, 
had taught them to drink to excefs, to cheat, and to quarrel among thcmfelves. He 
then entreated the governor to take from them thefe preachers, and a number of Euro¬ 
peans who refided amongft them$ for before they were come among them, the Indians 
had been an honeft, lober, and innocent people, but mod of them became rogues now. 
That they had formerly had the fear of God, but that they hardly believed hisexiftencc 
at prefent. That if he (the governor) would do them any favour, he fliould lend two 
, or three blackfmiths amongft them, to teach them to forge iron, in which they were un¬ 
experienced. The governor could not forbear laughing at this extraordinary fpeech. 
I think the words of St. Paul not wholly unapplicable on this occafion: For the name 
of God is blafphemcd amongft the Gentiles, through you *. 

June ai ft. About five o’clock in the afternoon we left Albany, and proceeded to¬ 
wards Canada. We had two men with us, who were to accompariy us to the firft 

■ 

• Mr. Kalm is, I believe, not rightly informed. The French ecclciiaftics have allured fome few wretched 
Indians to their religion and intereft, and fettled them in fmall villages; but by the accounts of thvir be¬ 
haviour in. the feveral wars of the French and Englifh, they were always guilty of the greatefl cruelties and 
brutalities ; and more 1 fo than their heathen countrymen ; and therefore it feems that they have been 
rather perverted than converted. On the other hand, the Englifh have tranflatcd tlie bible into the lan¬ 
guage of the Virginian Indians, and converted many of them to the true knowledge of God ; ami at this 
prelent time, the Indian charity fchools and millions, conducted by the Rev. Mr. Eleanor Wheelock, have 
brought numbers of the Indians to the knowledge of the true God. The fociety for propagating the 
gofpel in foreign parts, fends every year many mifliouaries, at their own expence, among the Indians. 
And the Moravian brethren arc alfo very adtivc in the convei fion of Gentiles ; fo that if Mr. Kalm had 
con fide: ed all tlfefe circumflanccs, he would have judged otherwife of the zeal of the Britifh nation, in 
propagating the gofpel among the Indians. F. 

f Romans ii. 24. 


French 
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French place, which is Fort St. Frederick, or, as the Engliin call it. Crown Point. For 
this fervice each of them was to receive five pounds of Njpw York currency, befides 
which I was to provide them with victuals. This is the common price here, and he 
that does not choofe to conform to it, is obliged to travel alone. We were forced to 
take up with a canoe # , as we could get neither battoes, nor boats of bark; and as 
there was a good road alon^ the weft fide of the river Hudfon, we left the men to 
row forwards, in the canoe, and we went along it on the fliore, that we might be better 
able to examine it, and its curiofities, with greater accuracy. It is very incommodious 
to row in thefe canoes ’ r for one /lands at each end and puflies the boat forwards. 
They commonly keep clofe to the fliore, that they may be able to reach the ground 
cafily. Thus the rowers are forced to (land upright, whilft they row in a canoe. 
We kept along the fliore all the evening, towards the river; it confifted of great hills, 
and next to the water grew the trees, which I have above mentioned, and which like- 
wife are to be met with on the Ihores of the ifle, in the river, fituate below Albany. 
The caficrly fliore of the river is uncultivated, woody, and hilly; but the weftern is 
flat, cultivated, and chiefly turned into corn-fields, which had no drains, though the) 
wanted them in fume places. It appeared very plainly here, that the river had for¬ 
merly 1 -a broader; for there is a Hoping bank on the corn-fields, at about thirty yards 
dillance from the river, wjth which it always runs parallel. From this it /ufficiently 
appears, that the rifing ground formerly was the fliore of the river, and the corn-fields 
its bed. As a further proof, it may be added, that the .fame /hells which abound on 
the prefair fliore of the river, and are not applied to any ufe by the inhabitants, lie 
plentifully fcattered on thefe fields.’ I cannot fay whether this change was occafioned 
by the diminiftiing of the water in the fiver, or by its wa/hing fome earth down the 
river, and carrying it to its fides, or by the river’s cutting deeper in on the fides. 

All the grounds were ploughed very even, as is ufual in the Swedifli province of 
Upland. Some were Town with yellow, and others with white wheat. Now and then 
we faw great fields of flax, which was now beginning to flower. In fome parts it 
grows very well, and in others it was but indifferent. The exedlive drought which 
had continued throughout this fpring, had parched all the grafs and plants on hills and 
high grounds, leaving no other green plant than the common mullein (Verbafcum 
thapfus Linn#) which I faw in feveral places, on the drieft and higheft hills, growing 
in fpite of the parching heat of the fun, and though the pallures and meadows were 
exccflively poor, and afforded fcarce any food at all, yet the cattle never touched the 
mullein. Now and then I found fields with peafe, but the charlock (finapis arvenfis 
Linn.) kept thorp quite under. The foil in molt of thefe fields is a fine mould, which’ 
goes pretty deep. 

The wild vines cover all the hills along the rivers, on which no other plants grow, 
and on thofc which are covered with trees, they climb to the tops of them, and wholly 
cover them, making them bend down with their weight. They had already large 
grapes; we faw them abundant all this day, and during all the time that we kept 
to the river Hudfon, on the hills, along the /hares, and on fome little iflands in 
the river. 

' The white-backed maize-thieves appeared now and then, flying amongft the bu/hes : 
their note is fine, and they are not fo large as the black maize-thieves. (oriolus phcc- 
niceus). We faw them near New York, for the firft time. 


* See the defcn'ptiun of it, p. 84. 
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We found a water-beech \ree (platanus occidentalis) cut down near the road, mea« 
furing about five feet in diameter. 

This day, and for fome days afterwards, we met with iflands in the river. The 
larger ones were cultivated, and turned into corn-fields and meadows. 

We walked about five Englifh miles along the river to-day, and found the ground, 
during that time, very uniform, and confifting of pure earth. The red maple, the 
.water-beech, the water-afp, the wild prune-tree, the fumadi, the elm, the wild vines, 
gnd fome fpecies of willows, were the trees which we met with on the rifing Ihores of 
the river, where fome afparagus (afparagus officinalis,) grew wild. 

I, Wcpaffed the night about fix rnil&s from Albany, in a countryman’s cottage. On 
the weft fide of the river we law fcveral houfes, one after another, inhabited by the 
defeendants of the firft Dutch fettlers, who lived by cultivating their grounds. About 
half an Englifh mile beyond our lodgings, was the place where the tide flops in the 
river Hudfon, there being only finall and fhallow ftreams above it. At that place they 
catch a good many forts of fifh in the river. 

The barns were generally built in the Dutch way, as I have before deferibed ; for in 
the middle was the thrcfhing-floor, above it a place for the hay and draw, and on each 
fide ftables for horfes, cows, and other animals. The barn itfelf was very large. 
Sometimes the buildings in the court-yard confift only of a room, and a garret above 
it, together with a barn upon the above plan. 

June 22d. This morning I followed one of our guides to the water-fall near Cohoes, 
in the river Mohawk, before it' falls into the river Iludfon. This fall is about three 
Englilh miles from the place where 1 pafl'ed the night. The country till the fall is a 
plain, and only hilly about the fall itfelf. The wood is cleared in moft places, and the 
ground cultivated, and interfperfed with farm-'houfos. 

The Cohoes fall is one of the greateft in North America : it is in the river Mohawk, 
before it unites with the river Iludfon. Above and below the fall, the fidcs and the 
bottom of the river confifl of hard rock. The river is three hundred yards broad 
here. At the fall there is a rock croffways in the river, running every where equally 
high, and croffing in a flrait line with the fide which forms the fall. It represents, as 
t were, a wall towards the lower fide, which is not quite perpendicular, wanting about 
"our yards. The height of this* wall, over which the water rolls, appeared to me about 
twenty or twenty-lour yards. I had marked this height in my pocket-book; and 
afterwards found it agreed pretty well with the account which that ingenious engineer, 
Mr. Lewis Evans, communicated to me at Philadelphia, lie faid, that hp had geome¬ 
trically meafured the breadth and height of the fall, and found it nine hundred Englilh 
feet broad, and feventy-fivc feet: high. The representation of this fall, which is here 
joined, has been made by Mr. Evans. There was very little water in the river at pre- 
i'ent, and it only ran over the fall in a few places. In fuch places where the water had 
rolled down before, it had cut deep holes below into the rock, fometiincs to the depth 
of two or three fathoms. The bed of the river, below the fall, was of rock, and quite 
dry, there being only a channel in the middle fourteen feet broad, and a fathom or 
fomewhat more deep, through which*the water palled which came over the fall. We 
law a number of holes in the rock, below the fall, which bore a perfect rel’emblance to 
thofe in Sweden which we call giants pots, or mountain kettles. They differed in fize; 
there being krge deep ones, and fmall flmllow ones. We had clear uninterrupted 
fun-fhine, not a cloud above horizon, and no wind at all. However, clofe to ?this fall, 
wbef-c the water was in fuch a finall quantity, there was a continual drizzling rain, 

xO occafioned 
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occafioned by the vapours which rofe from the water during its fall, and were carried 
about by the wind. Therefore, in coming within a mufket-fhnt of the fall, againfl the 
wind, our cloths were wetted at once, as from a rain. TlJb whirl-pools, which were in 
the water below the fall, contained feveral kinds of fifh; and they were caught by 
fome people, who amufed themfelves with angling. The rocks hereabouts confift of 
the fame black ftone which forms the hills about Albany. When expofed to the air, 
it is apt to (hiver into horizqntal flakes, as flate does. 

At noon we continued our journey to Canada in the canoe, which was pretty long, 
and made out of a white pine. Somewhat beyond the farm where we lay at night, the 
river became fo {hallow that the men could reach the ground every where with their 
oars; it being in fome parts not above two feet and fomotimes but one foot deep. The 
fhorc and bed of the river confifted of land and pebbles. The river was very rapid, 
and againfl: us; fo that our rowers found it very hard work to get forward againfl the 
ftream. The hills along the fliore confided merely of foil; and were very high aneb 
fteep in fome parts. The breadth of the river was generally near two mufket-fhot. 

Sturgeons abound in the river Hudfon. We law them for feveral days together 
leap high up in the air, efpccially in the evening ; our guides, and the people who lived 
hereabouts, aflferted that they never fee any flurgeons in winter time, becaufc fhefe fifh go 
into the fea late in autumn, but come up again in fpring and flay in the river all the 
fummer. They are faid to prefer the fhallowell places in the river, which agreed pretty 
well with our obfervations; for we never few them leap out of the water but in 
{hallows. Their food is faid to be feveral kinds of conferva:, which grow in plenty in 
fome places at the bottom of the river; for thefe weeds arc found in their bellies when 
they are opened. The Dutch who* arc fettled here, and the Indians, fifh for flurgeons, 
and every night of our voyage, upon this river, we obferved feveral boats with people 
who (truck them with harpoons. The torches which they employed were made of that 
kind of pine, which they call the black pine here. The nights were exceedingly dark, 
though they were now fhorteft, and though we were in a country lb much to the fouth 
of Sweden. The banks of the river lay covered wirli dead flurgeons, which had been 
wounded with the harpoon, but cfcaped, and died afterwards; they occafioned an 
infupportable flench during theexcdlive heat of the weather. 

As we went further up the river, we liiw an Indian woman and her boy fitting in a 
boat of bark, and an Indian wading through the river, with a great cap ol bark on his 
head. Near them was an ifland on which there were a number of Indians at prefent, 
on account of the flurgeon flfhery. We went to their huts to try if we cuold get one 
of them to accompany us to For; St. Frederick. On our arrival we found that all the, 
men were gone ■into the woods a hunting, and we were forced to engage their boys to 
go and.look for them. They demanded bread for payment, and we gave them twenty 
little round loaves; for as they found that it was of great importance to us to fpcak 
with the Indians, they railed diflicuhies, and would not go till we gave them what they 
wanted. The ifland belonged to the Dutch, who had turned it into corn-fields. But 
at prefent they had leafed it to the Indians, who planted their maize and leveral kinds 
of mellons on it. They built their huts or wigwams on this ifland, on a very Ample 
plan. Four polls were put into the ground perpendicularly, over which they had 
placed poles, and made a roof of bark upon them. They had either no walls at all, or 
they confifted of branches with leaves, which were fixed to the poles. Their beds con¬ 
fided of deer-fkins which were lpread on the ground. Their utenfils were a couple of 
finalise (ties, and two ladles, and a bucket or two of bark, made fo clofe as to keep 
water. The flurgeons were cut into long flices, and hung up in the fun-fhine to dry. 
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and to be ready againft winter.The Indian wotnen were fitting at their work on the 
hill, upon deer-fluns. They never make ufe of chairs, but fit on the ground: however 
they do not fit crofs-Iegge^, as the Turks do, but between their feet, which, though 
they be turned backwards, are not croffed, but bent outwards. The women wear no 
head-drefs, and have black hair. They have a fhort blue petticoat, which reaches to 
their knees, and the brim of which is bordered with red or other ribbands. They 
wear their fhifts over their petticoats. They have large ear-rings; and their hair is 
tied behind, and wrapped in ribbands. Their wampum, 6r pearls, and their money, 
yvhich is ma<le of fhells, are tied round the neck, and hang down on the bread. This 
is their whole drefs. They were now making feveral kinds of work of fkins, to which 
they fowed the quills of the American porcupines, having dyed them black or red, or 
left them in their original colour. 

Towards evening, we went from hence to a farm clofe to the river, where we found 
( only one man, looking after the maize and the fields; the chief of the men not being 
then returned from the war. 

The little brooks here contain crawfifli, which are exa&Iy the fame with ours *, with 
this difference only, that they arc fomewhat lefs; however, the Dutch inhabitants will 
not eat them. 

June 23d. We waited a good while for the Indians, who had promifed to come 
home, in order to fhew us the way to Fort St. Ann, and to aflift us in making a boat 
of bark, to continue our voyage. About eight o’clock three of the men arrived. 
Their hair was black, and cut fhort; they wore rough pieces of woollen cloth, of a 
bright green colour, on their moulders, a fhirt which covers their thighs, and pieces of 
cloth, or fkins, which they wrap round the legs and part of the thighs. They had 
neither hats, caps, nor breeches. Two of them had painted the upper part of their 
foreheads, and their cheeks, with vermilion. Round their neck was a ribband, from 
which hung a bag down to the breaft, containing their knives. They promifed to 
accompany us for thirty fhillings; but foon after changed their minds, and went with 
an Englishman, who gave them more. Thus we were obliged to make this journey 
without thefe guides, who were, however, honefl enough to return us fifteen fhillings, 
which we had paid them before-hand. 

Our laft night’s lodging was about ten Englifh miles from Albany. During the laft 
*w'ar, which was juft ended, the inhabitants had retreated from thence to Albany, 
bccaufe the French Indians had taken or killed all the people they met with, let the 
houfes on fire, and cut down the trees. Therefore, when the inhabitants returned, 
they found no houfes, and were forced to lie under a few boards which .were huddled 
together. 

The river was almoft a mufket-fhot broad, and the ground on both fides cultivated. 
The hills near the river were fteep, and the earth of a pale colour. 

The American elder (Sambucus occidentalis t) grows in incredible quantities along 
thofe hills, which appear quite white, from the abundance of flowers on the 
elder. 

All this day along, we had one current after another, full of ftones, which were 
great obftacles to cur getting forward. The water in the river was very clear, and 
generally flv'Uow, being only from two to four feet deep, running very violently againft 
us in r. ,11 places. The fhore was covered with pebbles, and a grey land. The hills 
confuted of earth, were high, and ftood perpendicular towards the river, which was, 


Cancer Aftacus Linn. 


Sambucus Canadcnfis Linn. 


near 



balm’s travels in north America. 593 

near two mulket-fhot broad. Sometimes the land was cultivated, and fometimes it was 
covered with woods. 

The hills near the river abound with red and white clover. We found both thefe 
kinds plentiful in the woods. It is therefore difficult to determine whether they were 
brought over by the Europeans, as fome people think, or whether they were originally 
in America, which the Indians deny. 

We found purflane (portulaca oleracea) growing plentifully in a fandy foil. In 
gardens it was one of the worft weeds. + 

We found people returning every where to their habitations, which they had been 
forced to leave during the war. 

The farms were commonly built clofe to the river, on the hills. Each houfc has a 
little kitchen-garden, and a ftill leffer orchard. Some farms, however, had large 
gardens. The kitchen-gardens afford feveral kinds of gourds, water-melons, and > 
kidney-beans. The orchards arc full of apple-trees. This year the trees had few or 
no apples, on account of the frofty nights which had happened in May, and the drought 
which had continued throughout this fummer. 

The houfes hereabouts are generally built of beams of wood, and of unburnt bricks 
dried by the fun and the air. The beams are firft erefted, and upon them a gable with 
two walls, and the fpars. The wall on the gable is made of boards. The roof is 
covered with fhingles of fir. They make the walls of unburnt bricks, berween the 
beams, to keep the rooms warmer; and that they might not eafily be deflroyed by 
rain and air, they are covered with boards on the outfule. The cellar is below the 
houfe. 

The farms are either built clofe to th? river-fide, or on the high grounds; and 
around them are large fields with maize. 

Wc faw' great numbers of mufk-rats (caftor zibethicus Linn.) on the fhores of the 
river, where they had many holes, fome on a level with the furface of the water. 
Thefe holes were large enough to admit a kitten. Before and in the entrance to the 
holes lay a quantity of empty fhells, the animals of which had been eaten by the mufk- 
rats*. They are caught in traps placed along the watcr-iide, and baited with fome 
maize or apples. 

The faffafras-trees abound here, but never grow to any confiderable height. 
Chefnut-trees appear now and then. 

The cockfpur hawthorn (crataegus crus galli I.inn.) grows in the pooreft foil, and 
has very long .fpines; which fhews, that it may be very advantageoufly planted in 
hedges, efpecially, in a poor foil. 

This night w r e lodged with a fanner, who had returned to his farm after the war 
was over. All his buildings, except the great barn, were burnt. 

June 24th. The fann where we paffed the night was the laft in the province of New 
York, towards Canada, which had been left (landing, and which was now inhabited. 
Further on, we met ftill with inhabitants; but they had no houfes, and lived in huts 
of boards; the houfes being burnt during the war. 

As we continued our journey, we obferved the country on both fides of the river to 
be generally flat, but fometimes hilly; and large trails of it are covered with woods of 
fir-trees. Now and then we found fome parts turned into corn-fields and meadows j 
however, the greater part was covered with woods. Ever fince we left Albany, almoft 

* Th'a appears to be a new obfmation, as Linnsetts, De Euffon, and Sarrafin, pretend they only-feed 
on the acorn's, or reeds, and other roots. 
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half-way to Saratoga, the river runs very rapid $ and it coft us a deal of pains to get 
upwards. But afterwards,it becomes very deep, for the fpace of feveral miles; and 
the water moves very flowly. The (bores are very fteep, though they are not very 
high. The river is two mufket-fliot broad. In the afternoon it changed its direction ; 
for hitherto its direction was from north to fouth, but now it came from N. N. E. to 
S.S.W. and fometimcs from N.E. to S.W. 

Ant-hills are very fcarce in America; and I do not reVnembcr feeing a fingle one 
, before I cape to the Cohoes Fall. We obferved a few in the woods to-day. The ants 
were the fame with our common red ones (formica rufa Linn.) The ant-hills confift 
chiefly of the Hate-like mouldered Hone which abounds here, there being nothing ell'e 
for them. 

Chefnut-trees grew fcattered in the woods. We are told, that muibcrry-trees 
, (morus rubra Linn.) likewife grow wild here, but rather fcarce; and this is the moll 
northerly place where they grow in America; at leait, they have not been oblervcd 
further to the north. We met with wild parfnips every day ; but commonly in fuch 
places where the land w'as, or had been, cultivated. Hemp grows fpontaneoufly, and 
in great abundance, near old plantations. 

The woods abound with wood-lice, which were extremely troublcfome to us. 

The thuya occidentalis Linn, appeared along the fliores of the river. I had not feert 
it there before. 

The trees which grow along (he fliores, and on the adjacent hills, within our fight 
to-day, are elms, birches, white firs, alders, dog-trees, lime-trees, red willows, and 
chefnut trees. The American elder, (fambucus Canadenfis Linn.) and the wild vines, 
only appear in places where the ground has been fomewhat cultivated, as if they were 
defirous of being tile companions of men. The lime-trees and white walnut-trees are 
the moll numerous. Tile horn-beams, with inflated cones, carpinus ollrya Linn.) 
appeared now and then ; but the water-beech and water poplar never came within fight 
any more. 

We frequently faw ground-fquirrels and black fquirrels in the woods. 

At a little diitance from Saratoga, we met two Indians in their boats of bark, which 
could fcarce contain more than one perfon. 

Near Saratoga the river becomes (hallow and rapid again. The ground is here 
turned into corn-fields and meadows, but on account of the war it was not made 
ufe of. 

Saratoga has been a fort built of wood by the Englifli, to flop the attacks of the 
' French Indians upon the Englifli inhabitants in thefe parts, and to ferve as a rampart to 
Albany. It is (ituated on a hill, on the eaft fide of the river Hudfon, and is built of 
thick polls driven into the ground, clofe to each other, in the manner of palifades, 
forming a fquare, the length of whofe Tides was within the reach of a mufket-fliot. 
At each corner are the lioufes of the officers, and within the palifades are the barracks, 
all of timber. This fort has been kept in order and was garrifoned till the laft war, 
when the Englifli themfelves in 1747 fet fire to it, not being able to defend them- 
felves in it againft the attacks of the French and their Indians ; for as foon as a party of 
them went out of the fort, fomc of thefe enemies lay concealed, and either took them 
all prifoners, or (hot them, 

I fliall only mention one out of many artful tricks which were played here, and 
which both the Englifh and French who were prefent here at that time told me repeat¬ 
edly. A party of French, with their Indians, concealed themfelves one night in a 
thicket near the fort. In the morning fome of their Indians, as .they had previoufly 
/ refolved, 
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refolved, went to have a nearer view of the fort. The Englifh fired upon them, as 
foon as they faw them at a diftance; the Indians pretended.to be wounded, fell down, 
got up again, ran a little way, and dropped again. Above half the garrifon ruflied 
out to take them prifoners; but as foon as they were come up with them, the French 
and the remaining Indians came out of the bullies, betwixt the fortrefs and the Englifh, 
furrounded them, and took, them prifoners. Thofe who remained in the fort had 
hardly time to fliut the gates, nor could they fire upon the enemy, becaufe they equally 
expofed their countrymen to danger, and they were vexed to fee their enemies take* 
and carry them off in their fight, and under their cannon. Such French artifices as 
thefe made the Englifh weary of their ill-planned fort. We faw fome of the palifades 
ftill in the ground. There was an ifland in the river, near Saratoga, much better 
fituated for a fortification. The country is flat on both fides of the river near 
Saratoga, and its foil good. The wood round about was generally cut down. The • 
fhores of the river are high, fteep, and confift of earth. We faw fome hills in the 
north, beyond the diftant foreft. The inhabitants are Dutch, and bear an inveterate 
hatred to all Knglifhmen. 

We lay over night in a little hut of boards, erefted by the people who were come to 
live here. 

June 25th. Several faw-ijiills were built here before the war, which were very 
profitable to the inhabitants, on account of the abundance of wood which grows 
here. . 

The boards were cafily brought to Albany, and from thence to New York, in rafts 
every fpring with the high water; but all the mills were burnt at prefent. 

This morning we proceeded.up the river, but after we had advanced about an 
Englifh mile, we fell in with a water-fall, which coft us a deal of pains before \vc could 
get our canoe over it. The water was very deep juft below the fall, owing to its hollow¬ 
ing the rock out by the fail. In every place where we met with rocks in the river, 
we found the water very deep, from two to four fathoms and upwards; becaufe by 
finding a refillance it had worked a deeper channel into the ground. Above the fall, 
the river is very deep again, the water Aides along filently, and incrcafes l'uddenly near 
the fhores. On both fides, till you come to Fort Nicholfon, the fhore is covered with 
tall trees. After rowing feveral miles we parted another water-fall which was longer 
and more dangerous than the preceding one. 

Giants-pots*, which I have deferibed in the Memoirs of the Royal Swedifh Academy 
of Sciences, ai»e abundant near the fall of the rock which extends acrofs the river. 
The rock was almoft dry at prefent, the river containing very little water at this feafon 
of the year. Some of the giants-pots were round, but in general they were oblong. 
At the bottom of mo ft of them lay either ftones or grit, in abundance. Some were 
fifteen inches in diameter, but fome were lefs. Their depth was likewife different, and 
lbrne that I obferved were above two feet deep. It is plain that they owed their origin 
to the whirling of the water round a pebble, which by that means was put in motion, 
togerher with the fand. 

We intended to have gone quite up to Fort Nicholfon in the canoe, which would 
have been a great convenience to us; but we found it impoflible to get over the 
upper fall, the canoe being heavy, and fcarce any water in the river, except in one 
place where it flowed over the rock, and where it was impoflible to get upj on account 
of thejteepnefs and the violence of the fall. We were accordingly obliged to lo^ve 

This is the literal meaning of the Swedifh word jastte grytor. 

40a our 
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our canoe here, and to carry our baggage through unfrequented woods to Fort Anne, 
on the river Woodcreek,, which is a fpace from forty-three to fifty Englifh miles, 
during which we were quite fpent through the excefs of heat. Sometimes we had no 
other way of eroding deep rivers, than by cutting down tall trees, which flood on their 
banks, and throwing them acrofs the water. All the land we paffed over this after¬ 
noon was almoft level, without hills and ftones, and entirely covered with a tall and 
thick foreft, in which we continually met with trees’which were fallen down, 
•becaufe no one made the leafl ule of the woods. We paffed the next night in the 
midft of tire foreft, plagued with mufkitoes, gnats, and wood-lice, and in fear of all 

kinds of fnakes. ... , . , , . 

June 26th. Early this morning we continued our journey through the wood, along 
the river Hudfon. There was an old path leading to Fort Nicholfon, but it was Co over- 
, grown with grafs that we difeovered it with great difficulty. In fome places we found 

plenty of rafpberries. , 

Fort Nicholfon is the place on the eaftem fhore of the river Hudfon, where a wooden 
fortification formerly flood. We arrived here fome time before noon, and refted a 
while. Colonel Lvdius refided here till the beginning of the laft war, chiefly with a 
view of carrying on a greater trade with the French Indians; but during the war, 
they burnt his houfe,. and took hisfon prifoncr. The fort was fituated on a plain, but 
at prefent the place is all overgrown with a thicker. It was built in the year 1709, 
during the war with Queen Anne carried on again ft the French, and it was named after 
the brave Englifh General Nicholfon. It was not fo much a fort, as a magazine to 
Fort Anne. In the year 1711, when the Englifh naval attempt upon Canada mif- 
carried, the Englifh thcmfelvcs fet fire to thi§ place. The foil hereabouts feems to be 
pretty fertile. The river Hudfon paffed clofe by here. 

In the afternoon we continued cur journey. We had hitherto followed the eaftem 
fhore of the river Hudfon, and gone almoft due north ; but now we left it and went 
N N. E. or N. E. acrofs the woods, in order to come to the upper end of 
the river Wocdcrcak, which flows to Fort St. Frederick, where we might go in a boat 
from the former place. The ground we palled over this afternoon was generally flat, 
and fome what low. Sometimes we faw a little hill, but neither mountains nor ftones.. 
‘and the country was every where covered with tall and thick forctls. 1 he trees flood 
clofe and afforded a fine tirade ; but the pleafure which we enjoyed from it was 
leffened by the incredible quantity of gnats which filled the wood;*. We found feveral 
plants here, but they were far from each other, (as in our woods where /lie cattle have 
deftroyed them) though no cattle ever came here. 'I'he ground was t;very where thick 
covered with leaves of the laft autumn. In fome places we found the ground over¬ 
grown with great quantities of mofs. The foil was generally very good, confifting of 
a deep mould, in which the plants thrive very well. Therefore it lecms that it would 
anfwer very well if it were cultivated : however, flowing waters were very fcarce here¬ 
abouts ; and if the woods were cleared, how great would be the effects of the parching 
heat of the fun, which might then aft with its full force! 

We lodged this night near a brook, in order to be fufficiently fupphed with water, 
which was not every where at hand durinf this feafon. The mufkitoes, punching or 
gnats, and the wood-lice, were very troublefome. Our .fear of fnakes, and of the 
Indians, rendered this night’s reft very precarious and infecure. 
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fee renders them next to imperceptible ; they are every where carelefs of their lives, 
fuck their fill of blood, and caufe a burning pain. 

We heard feveral great trees fall of themfelves in the night, though it was fo^calm 
that not a leaf ftirred. They made a dreadful cracking. 

June 27th. We continued our journey in the morning. We found the country like 
that which we paffed over ypfterday, except meeting wim a few hills. Early this morn¬ 
ing \vc plainly heard a fall in the river Hudfon. 

in every part of the foreft we found trees thrown down either by ftorms or age f 
but none were cut down, there being no inhabitants; and though the wood is very 
tine, yet nobody makes ufe of it. We found it very difficult to get over fuch trees, 
becaufe they had flopped up almofl all the pafi'ages, and clofc to them was the chief 
refidence of rattlc-fnakcs, during the intenfenefs of the heat. 

About two o’clock this afternoon we arrived at Fort Anne. It lies upon the river* 
Woodcreek, which is here at its origin no bigger than a little brook. We flayed here 
all this day, and next, in order to make a new boat of bark, becaufe there was no 
poffibility to go down the river to Fort St. Frederick without it. We arrived in time, 
for one of our guides fell ill this morning, and could not have gone any further with 
his burthen. If he had been worfe, we Ihould have been obliged to flop on his 
account, which would have* put us under great difficulties, as our provifions would 
loon have been exhaultcd, and from the defart place where we were, we could not 
have arrived at any inhabited place in lei's than three or four days. Happily we reached 
the u ifhed for place, and the fick njan had time to reft and recover. 

About Fon Anne were' found a number of mice of the common kind. They were 
probably the offspring of thole which werobrought to the fort in the foldier’s provifions, 
at the time vheu it was kept in a Hate of defence. 

We met with forne apple and plumb-trees, which were certainly planted when the 
fort was in a good condition. 

June 28th. The American elm, (ulmus Americana Linn.) grows in abundance 
in the forelts hereabouts. There are two kinds of it. One was called the white 
elm, on account of the infidc of the tree being white. It was more plentiful than the 
oth- r ipecies, which was called the red elm, becaufe the colour of the wood was 
reddifh. Of the bark of the former the boats made ufe of here are commonly made, 
it being tougher than the bark of any other tree. With the bark of hiccory, which is 
employed as baft, they low the elm-bark together, and with the bark of the red elm 
they join the etuis of the boat jo dole as to keep the water out. They beat the bark, 
between two ftowes ; or for want of them, between two pieces of wood. 

The.making of the boat took up half ycllerday and all this day. To make fuch a 
boat they pick out a thick tall elm with a fmooth bark, and with as few branches as 
poffible. This tree is cut down, and great care is taken to prevent the bark from being 
hurt by falling againil other trees, or againft the ground. With this, view fome people 
do not fell the trees, but climb to the top of them, fplit the bark, and /trip it off, 
which was the method our carpenter took. The bark is fplit on one fide in a ftrait 
line along the tree, as long as the boat is intended to be; at the fame time, the bark 
is carefully cut from the ftem a little way on both fidcs of the flit, that it may more 
oafily leparate ; the bark is then pealed off very carefully, and particular care is taken 
not to make any holes into it; this is eafy when the fap is in the trees, and at other 
feafons the tree is heated by the fire for tha^purpofe. The bark thus ftript off is fpvead 
on the gt’ound in a fmooth place, turning the infide downwards, and the rough out- 
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fide upwards, and to ftretch it better, forae logs of wood or ftones are carefully put 
on iu which prefs it down. • Then the fides of the bark are gently bent upwards, in 
order to form the fides of the boat; fome fticks are then fixed into the ground, at the 
diftance of three or four feet from each other, in the curve line, in which the fides of 
the boat are intended to be, fupporting the bark intended for the fides ; the fides of 
the bark arc then bent in the form which the boat is to have,, and according to that the 
fticks are either put nearer or further off. The ribs of the boat are made of thick 
‘branches of hiccory, they being tough and pliable. They are cut into feveral flat 
pieces, about an inch thick, and benf into the form which the ribs require, according 
to their places in the broader or narrower part of the boat. Being thus bent, they are 
put acrofs the boat, upon the back, or its bottom, pretty clofe, about a fpan or ten 
inches from each other. The upper edge on each fide of the boat is made of two thin 
' poles, of the length of the boat, which are put clofe together, on the fide of the boat, 
being flat, where they are to be joined. The edge of the bark is put between thefe 
two poles, and fevved up with threads of baft, of the moufe-wood, or other tough bark, 
or with roots. But before it is thus fewed up the ends of the ribs are likewife put 
between the two poles on each fide, taking care to keep them at fome diitance from 
each other; after that is done, the poles are fewed together, and being bent properly, 
both their ends join at each end of the boat, where they are tied together with ropes. 
To prevent the widening of the boat at the top, three or four tranf'verfe bands are put 
acrofs it, from one edge to tho other, at the diitance of thirty or forty inches from each 
other. Thefe bands are commonly made of hiccory, on account of its toughnefs and 
flexibility, and have a good length. Their extremities are put through the bark on both 
fides, juft below the poles, which make the edges ; they are bent up above thofe poles, 
and twilled round the middle part of the bands, where they are carefully tied by ropes. 
As the bark at the two ends of the boat cannot be put fo clofe together as to keep the 
water out, the crevices are Hopped up with the crulhed or pounded bark of the red 
elm, which in that Hate looks like oakum. Some pieces of bark are put upon the ribs 
in the boat, without which the foot would eafily pierce the thin and weak bark below, 
which forms the bottom of the boat, for the better fecurity of which, fome thin boards 
jn-e commonly laid at the bottom, which may be trod upon with more fafety. The 
fide of the bark which has been upon the wood, thus becomes the out fide of the boar, 
becaufe it is fmooth and flippy, and cuts the water with lefs difficulty than the other. 
The building of thefe boats is not always quick, for l’ometimes it happens that after 
peeling the bark off ail elm, and carefully examining it, it is found pierted with holes 
and fpliis, or it is too thin to venture one’s life in ; in fuch a cafe another elm mult 
be looked out; and it fometimes happens that feveral elms mult be {tripped of their 
bark, before one is found fit for a boat. That which we made was big enough to 
bear four perfons, with our baggage, which weighed fomewhat more than a man. 

All polfible precautions mull be taken in rowing on the rivers and lakes of thefe 
parts with a boat of bark. For as the rivers, and even the lakes, contain numbers of 
broken trees, which are commonly hidden under the water, the boat may eafily run 
againft a fliarp branch, which would tear imlf the boat away, if one rowed on very fall, 
expofing the people in it to great danger, wliere the water is very deep, efpecially if fuch 
a branch held the boat. 

To get into fuch a dangerous veffel mull be done with great care, and for the 
greater fafety, without Ihoes. For with tho^fiioes on, and ftill more with a hidden leap 
into the boat, the heels may eafily pierce through the bottom of the boat, which might 
*■ 5 forrtetimes 
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fomedmes be attended with very difagreeable circutnftances, efpecially when the boat is 
fo near a rock, and clofe to that a fudden depth of water ;*and fuch places are common 
in the lakes and rivers here. 

I never faw the mufkitoes (culex pipiens) more plentiful in any part of America 
than they are here. They were fo eager for our blood that we could not reft all the 
night, though we had furrounded ourlelves with fire. 

Wood-lice facarus Americanus Linn.) abound here, and are more plentiful than 
on any part of the journey. Scarcely any one of us fat down but a whole army of 
them crept upon hts clothes. They caufcd us .as much inconvenience as the gnats, 
during the lull night, and the fiiort time we ftayed here. Their bite is very difagree¬ 
able, and they would prove very dangerous, if any one of them fhould creep into a 
man's ear, from whence it is difficult to extract them. There are examples of people 
whole ears were fvvelled to the fize of the fift, on account of one of thefe infefts creep¬ 
ing into them, and biting them. 

The whipperiwill, or whip-poor-will, cried all night on every fide. The fire-flies 
flew in numbers through the woods at night. 

Fort Anne derives its name from Oueen Anne ; for in’her time it ferved as a fortifi¬ 
cation againft the French. It lies on the weftern fide of the river Woodcreek, which 
is here as inconfkierable as a brook, of a fathom’s breadth, and may be waded through 
in any part, during this feafon. The fort is built in the fame manner as the forts 
Saratoga and Nicholfon, that is to fay, of palilades, within which the foldiers were 
quartered, and at the corners of wljich were the lodgings of the officers. The whole 
conlifted of wood, becaufe it was eretted only with a view to refift irregular troops. 
It is built ou a little rifing ground which.runs obliquely to the river Woodcreek. The 
country round about it is partly flat, partly hilly, and partly marlhv, but it confifts 
merely of earth, and no ftones are to be met with, though ever fo carefully fought for. 
General Nicholfon built this fort in the year 1709 ; but at the conciufion of the war 
then carrying on againft the French, it fliared the fame fate with Saratoga and Fort 
Nicholfon, being burnt by the Englifh in 1711. This happened with the following 
circumllance: In 1711 the Englifli refolved to attack Canada by land and by fea at 
the fame time. A powerful fleet failed up the river St. Lawrence to befiege Quebec, 
and General Nicholfon, who was the greateft promoter of this expedition, headed a 
numerous army to this place by land, to attack Montreal at the fame time from hence; 
but a great part of the Englifli fleet was fliipwrecked in the river St. Lawrence, ant 
obliged to rot urn to New England. The news of this misfortune was immediately 
communicated to General Nicholfon, who was advifed to retreat. Captain Butler whe 
commanded Fort Mohawk, during my ftay in America, told me, that he had been at 
Fort Anne in 1711, and that General Nicholfon was about to leave it, and to go down 
the river Woodcreek, in boats ready for that purpofe, when he received the accounts 
of the difafter which befell the fleet. He was fo enraged, that he endeavoured to teai 
his wig, but it being too ftrong for him, he flung it to the ground, and trampled on it. 
crying out. Roguery, treachery ! He then fet fire to the fort, and returned. We fav 
the remains of the burnt palifades in the /ground- And I alked my guides, Why the 
Englifli had been at l'o great an expence in ere&ing the fort, and why they afterwards 
burnt it without any previous confideration ? They replied, that it wa§ done to get 
money from the government once more, for the rebuilding of the fort, which money 
comipg into lbnie people’s hands, they would appropriate a great part of it to them- 
felves, and ere£t again a wretched, iuconfiderable fort. They further told me, that 
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fome of the richeft people in Albany had promoted their poor relations to the places 
for fupplying the army with .bread, &c. with a view to patch up their broken fortunes; 
and that they had acquired fuch fortunes as rendered them equal to the richeft inha¬ 
bitants of Albany. 

The heat was exceffive to-day, cfpecially in the afternoon, when it was quite calm. 
We were on the very fpot where Fort Anne formerly ftood ; it was a little place free 
from trees, but furrounded with them on every fide, where* the fun had full liberty to 
heat the air. Afternoon it grew as warm as in a hot-bath *, and 1 never felt a greater 
heat. I found a difficulty of breathing, and it feemed to me as if my lungs could not 
draw in a fufficient quantity of air. I was more eafed when I went down into the vallies, 
and efpecially along the Woodcreek. I tried to fan the air to me with my hat, but it only 
cncreafed the difficulty of breathing, and I received the greateft relief when 1 went to the 
water, and in a fliady place frequently lpriiskied fome water in the air. My com¬ 
panions were all very much weakened, but thev did not find fuch difficulty in breathing 
as I had done ; however towards evening the air became fomewhat cooler. 

June cgth. Having completed our boar, after a great deal of trouble, we continued 
our journey this morning. Our provilions, which were much diminilhed, obliged us to 
make great Italic; for by being obliged to carry every thing on our backs, through the 
woods to Fort Anne, we couki not rake a great quantity of, provilions with us, having 
feveral other very nccefiary things with us ; and we did always eat very heartily. As 
there was very little water iij the river, and feveral trees were fallen acrofs it, which 
frequently (lopped the boat, l left the men in the boat, and went along the Ihore with 
Yungftroein. The ground on both fidesof the river was lb low, that it mult be under 
water in fpring and autumn. 1’hc (hores werc«eovercd vyifh feveral forts of trees, which 
ftood at moderate diftanCes from each other, and a great deal of grafs grew between 
them. The trees afforded a fine (hade, very nccefiary and agreeable in this hot feafon; 
but the pleafurc it gave was conliderably leifened by the numbers of gnats which we 
met with. The foil was extremely rich. 

As we catne lower down the river, the dykes, which the beavers had made in it, 
produced new difficulties. Tbefe laborious animals had carried together all forts of 
boughs and branches, and placed acrofs the river, putting mud and clay in betwixt 
A(hem, to flop the water. They had bit off the ends of the branches as neatly as if they 
had been chopped off with a hatchet. The grafs about thefe places was trod down by 
them, and in the neighbourhood of the dykes we fometimes met with paths in the grafs, 
where the beavers probably carried trees along. We found a row of dykes before us, 
which Hopped us a confiderable while, as we could not get forwards v'ith the boat, till 
we had cut through them. 

* In Sweden and in Kuflia it is ufual for people of all ranks to bathe every week at lead one time ; tins 
is done in a jlove heated by an oven, to a furprifing degree, and which is enough to ftifle people who are 
not ufed to it: for commonly the heat is increafed by the hot (learn, caufed by throwing red hot (tones 
into water. In t hefe baths, in Ruffia, the lower forts of people, men and women, bathe pruinifcuoufly, 
as the Romans did, and from whom, as Plutarch ohferves, in his Life of Cato, the Greeks adopted this 
indelicate and indecent cuftom, and which fpread fo much, that the Emperor Adrian, and Marcus Anto¬ 
ninus were obliged to make laws again ft it, but neither were they long obferved, for we find foon the 
Council of Laodicca obliged to preferibe a canon agwfnft this brutal cuftom, and notwithftauding this, we 
find foon after that not only perfons of all ranks, but even clergymen and monks bathed promifenoufty 
with women, in the fame baths; and from thence, it is probable, this cuftom pafled among the Ruffians, 
when ChrilVianily took place among them. Near the bath, in Ruffia, is commonly a pond, where the 
phmge in, when quite hot, and in winter they wtelter in the fnow ; and Saturuays it is common to fee 
before the bath naked men and women, each having a bundle of rods in their hands, with which they*(jetuly 
beat one another, when in the bath. F. ' , 
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As foon as the river was more open, we got into the boat again, and continued our 
journey in it. The breadth of the river, however, did not exceed eight or nine yards, 
and frequently it was not above three or four yards broad*, and generally fo fhallow, 
that our boat got on with difficulty. Sometimes it acquired fuch a fudden depth, that 
we could not reach the ground with flicks of feven feet long. The ftream was very 
rapid in fome places, and very flow in others. The banks were low at firfl, but after¬ 
wards remarkably high andlteep, and now and then a rock projected into the water, 
which always caufed a great depth in fuch places. The rocks confided here of a grey. 
quartz, mixed with grey liinc-ftone, lying in ftrata. The water in the river was very 
clear and tranfparent, and we law feveral little paths leading to it from the woods, faid 
to be made by beavers, and other animals, which reforted here to drink. After going 
a little more than three Englilh miles, we came to a place, where a fire was yet burning, 
and then we little thought that we had narrowly efcapcd death lafl night, as we heard 
this evening. Now and then we met with feveral trees lying acrofs the river, and fome 
dykes of beavers, which were troubldome to us. 

Towards night we met with a French ferjeant and fix French foldiers, who were 
font by the commander of Fort St. Frederick to accompany three Euglilhmen to 
Saratoga, and to defend them in cafe of ueceflity, againit fix French Indians, who 
were gone to be revenged on the Englifii, for killing the brother of one of them in the 
laft war. The peace was already concluded at that time, but as it had not yet been 
proclaimed in Canada, the Indians thought they could take this ftep j therefore they 
fdently got away, contrary to the order of the governor of Montreal, and went towards 
the Englifli plantations. We here Had occafion to admire the care of Providence for 
us, in cfcaping thei'e barbarians. We found the grafs trod down all the day long, but 
had no thoughts of danger, as we believed every thing was quiet and peaceable. We 
were afterwards informed, that thefe Indians had trod the grafs down, and palled the 
laft night in the place where we found the burning brands in the morning. The ufual 
road which they were to take, was by Fort Anne, but to fhortea their journey they had 
gone an unfrequented road. If they had gone on towards Fort Anne, they would have 
met us without doubt, and looking upon us all as Engliflimen, for whole blood they 
were gone out, they could eafily have furprifed and fhot us all, and by that means have 
been rid of the trouble of going any further to J'atisfy their cruelty. We were greatly 
ftruck when the Frenchmen told us how near death we had been to-day. We pafied 
the night here, and though the French repeatedly advifed and defired me not to ven¬ 
ture any further with my company, but to follow them to the firfl Englilh fettlement, 
and then back to Fort St. Frederick, yet I refolved, with the prote&ion of the Almighty, * 
to continue my journey the next day. 

We Taw immenfe numbers of thofe wild pigeons flying in the woods, which fome- 
times come in incredible flocks to the fouthern Englilh colonics, moil of the inhabitants 
not knowing where they conic from. They have their nefts in the trees here; and 
almoft all the night make a great noife and cooing in the trees, where they rooft. The 
Frenchmen fliot a great number of them, and gave us fome, in which we found great 
quantity of the feeds of the elm, which evidently demonftrated the care of Providence 
in lupplying them with food j for in May’the feeds of the red maple, which abounds 
here, are ripe, and drop from the trees, and are eaten by the pigeon# during that time: 
afterwards, the feeds of the elm ripen, which then become their food, till other feeds 
ripen for them. Their flelh is the moft palatable of any bird’s flelh I ever tailed. 

Altno(\ every night, we heard fome tree§ crack and fall, whilll we lay here in 'the 
woods, though the air was fo calm that not ,a leaf ftirred. The reafon of this break- 

vol. xm. 4 9 ing 
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ing I am totally unacquainted with. Perhaps the dew loofens the roots of trees at' 
night; or perhaps there aye too many branches on one fide of the tree. It may be, 
that the above-mentioned vild-pidgeons fettle in fuch quantities on one tree as to weigh 
it down; or perhaps the tree begins to bend more and' more to one fide, from its 
centre of gravity, making the weight always greater for the roots to fuppnrt, till it 
comes to the point, when it can no longer be kept upright, which may as well happen 
in the midft of a calm night as at any other time. When the wind blows hard, it is 
•reckoned very dangerous to flecp or walk in the woods, on account of the many trees 
which fall in them; and even when it is very calm, there is fome danger in palling 
under very great and old trees. 1 was told, in feveral parts of America, that the 
ftorms or hurricanes fometimes only pafs over a fmall part of the woods, and tear down 
the trees in it; and I have had opportunities of confirming the truth of this obfervation, 

- by finding places in the forefls, where ahnolt all the trees were thrown down, and lay all 
in one direction. 

Tea is differently eftcemed by different people ; and I think we would be as well, 
and ourpurfes much better, if we were both without tea and coffee. However, I mull 
be impartial, and mention in praife of tea, that if it be ufeful, it muff certainly be fo 
in fummer, on fuch journies as mine, through a defart country, where one cannot 
carry wine or other liquors, and where the water is generally unfit for ufe, as being 
full of infe&s. In fuch cafes, it is very relifhing when boiled, and tea is drunk with 
it; and I cannot fufliciently .deferibe the line tafte it has in fuch circumflances. It 
relieves a weary traveller more than can be imagined, as I have myfclf experienced, 
together with a great many others who have travelled through the defart forefts 
of America ; on fuch journeys, tea is found to be almoft as neceffary as vidtuals *. 

June 30th. This morning wc left our boat to the Frenchmen, who made ufe of it 
to carry their provifions ; for we could not make any further ufe of it, on account of 
the number of trees which the l'reuch had thrown acrofs the river during the laft war, 
to prevent the attacks of the Englifh upon Canada. The Frenchmen gave us leave to 
make ufe of one of their boats, which they had ieft behind them, about fix miles from 
the place where we paffed the laft night. Thus we continued our journey on foot, 
along the river; and found the country flat, with fome little vales here and there. It 
" ‘was every w here covered with tall trees of the deciduous kind ; among which the 
beech, the elm, the American lime-tree, and the fugar-maple, were the molt numerous. 
The trees Hand at fome diftance from each other; and the foil in which they grow is 
extremely rich. , 

After we had walked about a Swedifh mile, or fix Englifh miles,, we came to the 
place where the fix Frenchmen had left their bark boats, of which we took one, and 
rowed down the river, which was now between nineteen and twenty yards' broad. 
The ground on both fides was very fmooth, and not very high. Sometimes we found 
a hill confining of grey quart?:, mixed with fmall fine grains of grey fpar. We like- 
wife obferved black ft ripe;; in it; but they were fo fmall, that I could not determine 
whether they were of glimmer, or of another kind of ftone. The hills were frequently 
divided into ftrata, lying one above anther, of the thicknefs of five inches. The 
ftrata went from north to fouth ; and were not quite horizontal, but dipping to the 
north. As wc went further on, we faw high and fteep hills on the river-fide, partly 

• On my travels through the defatt plains, beyopd the river Volga, I have had feveral opportunities of 
making the fame obkrvations on tea; and every traveller in the fame circumitances, will readily allow them 
to be very juft. F. 
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covered with trees; but in other parts, the banks confift of a fwampy turf ground, 
which gave way when it was walked upon, and had fome fimilarity to the fides of our 
marfhes, which my countrymen are now about to drain. ‘ In thofe parts where the 
ground was low and flat, we did not fee any ftones either on the ground or on the 
fofter fhore ; and both fides of the river, when they were not hilly, were covered with 
tall elms, American lime-trees, fugar-maples, beeches, hiccory-trees, fome water- 
beeches, and white walnut-tfees. 

On our left we faw an old fortification of ftones laid above one another; but nobody . 
could tell me whether the Indians or j he Europeans had built it. 

We had rowed very f'aft all the afternoon, in order to get forward ; and we thought 
that we were upon the true road, but found ourfelves greatly miftaken: for towards 
night we obferved, that the reeds in the river bent towards us, which was a mark that 
the river likewife flowed towards us ; whereas, if we had been on the true river, it 
Ihould have gone with us. We likewife obferved, from the trees which lay acrofs 
the river, that nobody had lately palled that way, though wc fliould have fecn the fteps 
of the Frenchmen in the grafs along the fhore, when they brought their boat over thefe 
trees. At laft, we plainly faw that the river flowed againft us, by feverai pieces of 
wood which floated ilowly towards us j and we were convinced, that we had gone 
twelve Englifh miles and upwards upon a wrong river, which obliged us to return, 
and to row till very late at night. We fometimes thought, through fear, that the 
Indians, who were gone to murder fome Englifh, would unavoidably meet with us. 
Though we rowed very fall, yet we were not able to-day to get half-way back to the 
place where we firll left the true rivef. 

The molt odoriferous effluvia fometimes came from the banks of the river, towards 
night, but we could not determine what flowers diffufed them. However, we 
fuppofed they chiefly arofe from the afclepias fyriaca, and the apocynum andro- 
fanuifolium. - 

The ntufk rats could likewife be fmelled at night. They had many holes in the fhores, 
even with the furface of the water. 

We paffed the night in an illand, where we could not fleep on account of the gnats. 
We did not venture to make a fire for fear the Indians fliould find us out, and kill us. 
Wc heard feverai of their dogs barking in the woods, at a great diftance from us, which 
added to our uncafinefs. 

July i ft. 1749. At day break we got up, and rowed a good while before we got 
to the place where we left the true road. The country which we patted was the 
pooreft and raoft tlifagreeable imaginable. We faw nothing but a row of amazing high * 
mountains covered with woods, lleep and dirty on their fides j fo that we found it 
difficult to get to a dry place, in order to land and boil our dinner. In many places the 
ground, which was very fmooth, was under water, and looked like the fides of our 
Swcdifh morafies which are intended to be drained; for this reafon the Dutch in 
Albany call thefe, parts the drowned lands *. Some of the mountains run from S. S. 
W. to N. N. E. and when they come to the river, they form perpendicular fhores, and 
are full of ftones of different magnitudes. The river runs for the diftance of fome 
miles together from fouth to north. 

The wind blew north all day, and made it very hard work for us to get forwards, 
though we all rowed as hard as we could, for all our provifions were eaten tp-day at 
breakfaft. The river was frequently an Englifh mile and more broad, then it became 
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narrow again, and fo on alternately; but upon the whole it kept a good breadth, and was 
furrounded on both fides fyy high mountains. 

About fix o’clock in the evening, we arrived at a point of land about twelve Englifh 
miles from Fort St. Frederick. Behind this point the river is converted into a fpacious 
bay; and as the wind ftill kept blowing pretty Itrong from the north, it was impoffible 
for us to get forward, fince we were extremely weak. We were therefore 
obliged to pafs the night here, in fpite of the remonltrances of our hungry ftomachs. 

It is to be attributed to the peculiar grace of God towards us, that we met the above 
mentioned Frenchmen on our journey, and that they gave us leave to take one of 
their bark boats. It feldom happens once in three years, that the French go this road 
to Albany; for they commonly pafs over the Lake St. Sacrament, or, as the Englifh 
call it, Lake George, which is the nearer and better road, and every body wondered 
why they took this troublefome one. If we had not got their large Itrong boat, and 
been obliged to keep that which we had made, we would in all probability have been 
very ill off; for to venture upon the great bay during the leaf! wind with fo wretched 
a veffel, V'ould have been a great piece of temerity, and we Humid have been in danger 
of being ftarved if we had waited for a calm. For being without fire-arms, and theft 
deferts having but few quadrupeds, we muft have fubfifted upon frogs and fnakes, 
which, (efpecially the latter) abound in thefe parts. t I can never think of this 
journey, without reverently acknowledging the peculiar care and providence of the 

merciful Creator. , , .... „. 

July 2d. Early this morning we fet out on our journey again, it being moon-flime 
and calm, and we feared left the wind fhould chhnge and become unfavourable to us 
If we flopped any longer. We all rowed as hard as poflible, and happily arrived about 
eight in the morning at Fort St. Frederick, which the Englifli call Crown Point. 
Monfieur Lufignan, the governor, received us very palitcly. He was about fifty 
yea^s old, well acquainted with polite literature, and had made feveral jemmies into 
this country, by which he had acquired an exatt knowledge of feveral things relative to 
its ftate. 

I was informed that during the whole of this fummer, a continual drought had been 
here, and that they had not had any rain fince laft fpring. The exceflive heat had 
retarded the growth of plants; and on all dry hills the grafs, and a vail number of 
plants, were quite dried up the finall trees which grew near rocks, heated by the 
fun, had withered leaves, and the corn in the fields bore a very wretched afpeft. The 
wheat had not yet eared, nor were the pcafe in bloffoms. The ground jvas full of wide 
and deep cracks, in which the little fnakes retired and hid thcmfelves when purfued, 
as into an impregnable afylum. 

The country hereabout, it is faid, contains vaft forefts of firs of the white, 
black, and red kind, which had been formerly ftill more extenfivc. One of the 
chief reafons of their decreafe are, the numerous fires which happen every year 
in the woods, through the careleffnefs of the Indians, who frequently make great 
fires when they are hunting, which fpread over the fir woods when every thing 

Great efforts are made here for the advancement of natural hiftory, and there are 
few places in the world where fuch good regulations are made for this ufeful purpofe, 
all which & chiefly owing to the care and zeal of a fingle perfon. From hence it 
appears, how well a ufeful fcience is received and fet oft', when the leading men of a 
country are its patrons. The governor of the fort was pleafed to fhew me a long paper, 
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which the then governor-general of Canada, the Marquis la Gaiiflonniere, had fent 
him. It was the fame marquis, who, fome years after, ag a French admiral, engaged 
the Englilh fleet under Admiral Byng, the confequcnce of which was the conqueft of 
Minorca. In this writing, a number of trees and plants are mentioned, which grow 
in North America, and deferve to be collected and cultivated on account of their 
ufeful qualities. Some ofjthem are defcribed, among which is the polygala fenega, or 
rattle-fnakc-root; and with feveral of them the places where they grow are mentioned. 
It is further requeftcd that all kinds of feeds and roots be gathered here; and, to aflift 
fuch an undertaking, a method of preferving the gathered feeds and roots is prefcribed, 
fo that they may grow and be fent to Paris. ' Specimens of all kinds of minerals are 
required ; and all the places in the French fettlements are mentioned, where any ufeful 
or remarkable ftone, earth, or ore has been found. There is likewise a manner of 
making obfervations and collections of curiofities in the animal kingdom. To theft? 
requefts it is added, to enquire and get information, in every poflible manner, to what 
purpofe, and in what manner the Indians employ certain plants and other productions 
of nature, as medicines, or in any other cafe. This ufeful paper was drawn up by 
order of the Marquis la Gaiiflonniere, by M. Gaultier, the royal phyfician at Quebec, 
and afterwards corrected and improved by the Marquis’s own hand. He had feveral 
copies made of it, which he fent to all the officers in the forts, and likewife to other 
learned men who travelled in the country. At the end of the writing is an injunction 
to the officers, to let the governor-general know which, of the common foldiers had 
uled the greateft diligence in the $jifcovery and collection of plants and other natural 
curiofities, that he might be able to promote them, when an opportunity occurred, to 
places adapted to their refpeCtjve capacities, or to reward them in any other manner. 
1 found that the people of diftinCtion, in general here, had a much greater tafte for 
natural hiftory and other parts of literature than in the Englilh colonies, where it was 
every body’s foie care and employment to ferape a fortune together, and where the 
fcienccs were held in univerfal contempt *. It was Hill complained of here, that thofc 
who lludied natural hiftory, did not fufficiently enquire into the medicinal ufe of the 
plants of Canada. 

The French, who are bom in France, are faid to enjoy a better health in Canada than 
in their native country, and to attain to a greater age than the French born in Canada. 
1 was likewife allured that the European Frenchmen can do more work, and perform 
more journies in winter, without prejudice to their health, than thofc born in this country. 

* It feems Mr. .Kalm has forgotten his own aflertions in the former part of this work. Dr. Colden, 
Dr. Franktiu, and Mr. Bartram, have been the great promoters and iuveltigators of uature in this country ; 
and how would the inhabitants of Old England have gotten the fine collections of North American trees, 
flirubs, and plants, which grow at prefent almoll in every garden, and are as if it were naturalized in 
Uhl England, had they not been alfiilcd by their friends, and by the curious in North .America. One 
needs only call an eye on Dr. Linuseus’s new edition of his Syilcma, and the repeated mention of Dr. Gar¬ 
den, in order to be convinced that the Englilh in America have contributed if greater flure towards 
promoting natural hiiiory than any nation under heaven, aid certainly mote than tiie French, though 
their learned men are often handfomely penfiontd by their great monarch : on the other hand the Englilh 
lludy that branch of knowledge, from the folc motive of its utility, and the plcafu'c it a Words to a think¬ 
ing being, without any of thole mercenary views held fotth to the learned ot other countries. And as to 
the other parts of literature, the Englilh in America arc undoubtedly fuptriur to the French in Canada, 
wituefs the many ufeful iiillitutions, colleges, and fcltools founded in the Englilh colonies in North 
America, and fo many very confidcrable libraries now craSting in this country, which contain fuch a choice 
of ufeful and curious books, as were very little known in Canada before it fell into the hands of the Fyiglilhj 
not to mention the production* of original genius w.'itten by Americans burn. F. 
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The intermitting fever which attacks the Europeans on their arrival in Penfvlvania, and 
which, as it were, makes the^climate familiar to them, is not known here, and the people 
are as well after their arrival as before. The Englifh have frequently obferved, that 
thofe who are bom in America of European parents, can never bear fea-voyages, and 
go to the different parts of South-America, as well as thofe bom in Europe. The 
French bom in Canada have the fame conffitutions; and when any of them go to the 
Weft-India iflands, fuch as Martinique, Domingo, &c., and make fome ftay there, they 
'commonly fall Tick, and die foon after: thole who fall ill there feldom recover, unlels 
they are brought back to Canada. On the contrary, thofe who go from France to 
thofe iflands can more eafily bear the climate, and attain a great age there, which I 
heard confirmed in many parts of Canada. 

July 5th. Whilft we were at dinner, we fevcral times heard a repeared difagreeable 
out-cry, at fome diftance from the fort, in the river Woodcrcek. Mr. Lufignan, the 
governor, told us this cry was no good omen, becaufe he could conclude from it that 
the Indians, whom wc efcaped near Fort Anne, had compleated their dcfxgn of reveng¬ 
ing the death of one of their brethren upon the Englifh, and that their fhouts fhewed 
that they had killed an Englilhman. As foon as I came to the window, I faw their boat, 
with a long pole at one end, on the extremity of which they had put a bloody Ikull. 
As foon as they were landed, wc heard that they, being fix in number, had continued 
their journey (from the place where we had marks of their palling the night), till they 
had got within the Englifh boundaries, where they found a. man and his fon employed 
in mowing the com. They crept on towards this man, and Ihot him dead upon the 
fpot. This happened near the very village, where the Englifh, two years before, killed 
the brother of one of thefe Indians, who were .then gone, out to attack them. According 
to their cuftom they cut off the Ikull of the dead man, and took it with them, together 
with his clothes and his fon, who was about nine years old. As foon as they came 
within a mile of Fort St. Frederick, they put the Ikull on a pole, in the fore part of the 
boat, and Ihouted as a fign of their fuccefs. They were drefled in fhirts, as ufual, but fome 
of them had put on the dead man’s clothes; one his coat, the other his breeches, another 
his hat, &c. Their faces were painted with Vermillion, with which their fhirts were 
marked acrofs the fhoulders. Moft of them had great rings in their ears, which feemed 
"to be a great inconvenience to them, as they were obliged to hold them when they 
leaped, or did any thing which required a violent motion. Some of them had girdles 
of the Ikins of rattle-fnakes, with the rattles on them ; the fon of the murdered man 
,had nothing but his Ihirt, breeches and cap, and the Indians had marked his fhoulders 
with red. When they got on fhore, they took hold of the pole'bn which the Ikull was 
put, and danced and fung at the fame time. Their view in taking the boy, was to carry 
him to their habitations, to educate him inftead of their dead brother, and afterwards to 
marry him to one of their relations. Notwithftanding they had perpetrated this aft 
of violence in time of peace, contrary to the command of the governor in Montreal, 
and to the advice of the gove rnor of St. Frederick, yet the latter could not at prefent 
deny them provifxons, and whatever they wanted for their journey, becaufe he did not 
think it advifcable to exafperate them; but when they came to Montreal, the governor 
called them to account for this aftion, and took the boy from them, whom he after¬ 
wards font to his relations. Mr. Lufignan afkcd them, what they would have done to 
me and my ‘companions, if they had met us in the defert? They replied, that as it 
was /.heir chief intention to take their revenge on the Englifhmen in the village where 
their brother was killed, they would have let us alone; but it much depended on the 
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humour they were in, juft at the time when we firft came to their fight. However, the 
commander, and all the Frenchmen, faid, that what had happened to me was infinitely 
fafer and better. * 

Some years ago a fkeleton of an amazing great animal had been found in that part of 
Canada where the Illinois live. One of the lieutenants in the fort allured me, that he 
had feen it. The Indians who were there, had found it in a fwamp. They were 
furprifed at the fight of it, and when they were afked, what they thought it was ? They 
anfwered, that it muft be the fkeleton of the chief or father of all the beavers. 
It was of a prodigious bulk, and had thick white teeth, about ten inches long. It was* 
looked upon as the Ikeleton of an elephant. Thv lieutenant allured me that the figure 
of the whole fnout was yet to be feen, though it was half mouldered. He added, 
that he had not obfervcd that any of the bones were taken away, but thought the 
Ikeleton lay quite perfect there. I have heard people talk of this inonftrous fkeleton in 
fcvcral other parts of Canada *. 

Bears are plentiful hereabouts, and they kept a young one, about three months old, 
at the fort. He had perfectly the fame fhape, and qualities, as our common bears in 
Europe, except the ears, which feemed to be longer in proportion, and the hairs which 
were Hiller ; his colour was deep brown, almoft black. He played and wrcltled every 
day with one of the dogs. A vail number of bear-lkins are annually exported to 
France from Canada. The* Indians prepare an oil from bear’s greafe, with which in 
fununer they daub their face, hands, and all naked parts of their body, to fecure them 
from the bite of the gnats. With this oil they likewifc frequently fmear the body, 
when they are excclTively cold, tired with labour, hurt, and in other cafes. They 
believe it foftens the Ikin, and makes the body pliant, and is very ferviceable to old 
age. 

The common dandelion (Lcontodon Taraxacum Linn. I grows in abundance on the 
paftures and roads between the fields, and was now in flower. In fpring, when the 
young leaves begin to come up, the French dig up the plants, take their roots f, wafh 
them, cut them, and prepare them as a common fallad ; but they have a bitter tafte. 
It is not ufual here to make ufe of t he leaves for eating. 

July 6th. The foldicrs, which had been paid oil' after the war, had built houfes 
round the fort, on the grounds allotted to them ; but moll of thefe habitations were no 
more than wretched cottages, no better than thofe in the mod wretched places of 
Sweden; with that difference, however, that their inhabitants here were rarely 
opprefled by hunger, and could eat good and pure wheat bread. The huts which 
they had created confided of boards, handing perpendicularly clofe to each otheji. 
The roofs were ’of wood too. The crevices were flopped up with clay, to keep the 
room warm. The floor was commonly clay, or a black lime-ftone, which is common 
here. The hearth was built of the fame ftone, except the place where the fire was to 
lie, which was made of grev fand-ftones, which for the greateft part confiit of particles 
of quartz. In form; hearths, the ftonos quite clofe to the fire-place were lime-llones; 
however, I was affured that there was no danger of fire, efpecially if the ftones, 
which were moft expofed to the heat, were of a large fize. They had no glafs in their 
windows. 

* The country of the Illinois is on the river Ohio, near the place where the Englilh have found fome 
hones, fuppofed to belong 10 elephants. * 

f In France the young blanched leaves, which fcarce peep cut of molehills, and have yet a yellow colour, 
are tmiverfally eaten as a fallad, under the name of Pifenlit. F. » 

July 
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July 8 th. The galium tin&orium is called tifavojaune rouge by the French through* 
out all Canada, and abounds in the wodds round this place, growing in a tnoift but fine 
foil. The roots of this plant are employed by the Indians in dying the quills of the 
American porcupines red, which they put into fevcral pieces of their work; and air, 
fun, or water, feldom change this colour. The French women in Canada fometimes 
dye their clothes red with thefe roots, which are but fmall, like thofe of galium uteum, 
or yellow bed-ftraw. 

The horfes are left out of doors during the winter, and find their food in the woods, 
'living upon nothing but dry plants, which are very abundant} however they do not fall 
off by this food, but look very fine apd plump in fpring. 

July 9th. The Ikeleton of a whale was found fotne French miles from Quebec, and 
one French mile from the river St. Laurence, in a place where no flowing water comes 
to at prefent. This Ikeleton has been of a very confiderablo fize, and the governor of 
•the fort faid, he had fpoke with fcveral people who had fecn it. 

July 10th. The boats which are here made ufe of are of three kinds. 1. Bark- 
. boats, mada of the bark of trees, and of ribs of wood. 2. Canoes, confiding of a 
Angle piece of wood, hollowed out, which 1 have already deferibed before. They are 
here made of the white fir, and of different fizes. They are not brought forward by 
rowing, but by paddling} by which method not half the ftrength can be applied, which 
is made ufe of in rowing} and a fingle man might, I think; row as fall as two of them 
could paddle. 3. The third kind of boats are bateaux. They are always made very 
lar^e here, and employed for large cargoes. They are flat-bottomed, and the bottom 
is made of the red, but more commonly of the white oak, which refills better, when it 
runs againlt a Hone, than other wood. The fides are made of the white fir, becaufe 
oak would make the bateau too heavy. They make plenty of tar and pitch here. 

The foldiery enjoy fuch advantages here as they are not allowed in every part of 
the world. Thofe who formed the garrifon of this place had a very plentiful allowance 
from their government. They get every day a pound and a half of wheat bread. 
They likewife get peafe, bacon, and fait meat in plenty. Sometimes they kill oxen 
and other cattle, the flclh of which is diflributed among the foldiers. All the officers 
kept cows, at the expence of the king, and the milk they gave was more than fufficient 
^ to fupply them. The foldiers had each a fmall garden without the fort, which they 
were allowed to attend, and plant in it whatever they liked, and fome of them had built 
fummer-houfes in them, and planted all kind of pot-herbs. The governor told me, 
that it was a general cuftom to allow the foldiers a fpot of ground for kitchen-gardens, 
pt fuch of the French forts hereabouts as were not fituated near grea'r towns, from 
whence they could be fupplied with greens. In time of peace the Ibldicrs have very 
little trouble with being upon guard at the fort; and as the lake clofe by is full of filh, 
and the woods abound with birds and animals, thofe amongft them who cboofe to be 
diligent may live extremely well, and very grand in regard to‘ food. Each foldier got 
a new coat every tjvo years; but annually, a waiilcoat, cap, hat, breeches, cravat, two 
pair of ftockings, two pair of Ihoes, and as much wood as he had occafion for in winter. 
They likewife got five fols * a piece every day; which is augmented to thirty fols when 
they have any particular labour for the king. When this is confidered, it is not fur- 
prifing to find the men are very frelh, well fed, ftrong and lively here. When a 
foldier falls fieik he is brought to the hofpital, where the king provides him with a bed, 

* A fol in France is about the value of one half-penny fterling. 

* food, 
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food, medicines, and people to take care of and ferve him. When fome of them aflced 
leave to be abfent for a day or two, to go abroad, it was generally granted them, if 
circumdances would permit, and they enjoyed as ufual their {hare of provifions and 
money, but were obliged to get fome of their comrades to mount the guard for them 
as often as it came to their turns, for which they gave them an equivalent. The go¬ 
vernor and officers $ere duly honoured by the foldiers; however, the foldiers and 
officers often fpokc together* as comrades, without any ceremonies, and with a very 
becoming freedom, 'i'he foldiers who are fent hither from France, commonly ferve 
till they are forty or fifty years old, after which they are difmifled and allowed to fettle 
upon, and cultivate a piece of ground : but if they'have agreed on their arrival to ferve 
no longer than a certain number of years, they are difmiired at the expiration of their 
term. Thofe who are bom here commonly agree to ferve the crown during fix, eight, 
or ten years; after which they are difmifled, and fet up for farmers in the country. 
The King prefents each difmifled foldier with a piece of land, being com monly fortyar- 
pents * long, and but three broad, if the foil be of equal goodnefs throughout; but 
they get fomewhat more, if it be a worfe ground f. As foon as a foldier fettles to cul¬ 
tivate fuch a piece of land, he is at firft aflifted by the King, who fupplies himfelf, his 
wife and children, with provifions, during the three or four firft years. The King like- 
wife gives him a c8iv, and the mod neceffary inftruments for agriculture. Some fol¬ 
diers are fent to aflift him in building a houfe, for which the King pays them. Thefc 
are great helps to a poor man, who begins to keep houfe; and it leems that in a coun¬ 
try where the troops are fo highly diftinguiflted by the royal favour, the King cannot 
be at a lofs for foldiers. For the better cultivation and population of Canada, a plan 
has been propofed foine years ago, for fending three hundred men over from France 
every year, by which means the bid foldiefs may always be difinilfcd, marry, and fettle 
in the country. The land which was allotted to the foldiers about this place was very 
good, confiding throughout of a deep mould, mixed with clay. 

July 1 ith. The harrows which they make ufe of here are made entirely of wood, 
and of a triangular form. The ploughs feemed to be lefs convenient. The wheels 
upon which the plough-beam is placed are as thick as the wheels of a cart, and all the 
wood-work is fo clumfily made that it requires a horfe to draw the plough along a 
fmooth field. 

Rock-ftones of different forts lay fcattered on the fields. Some were from three to 
five feet high, and about three feet broad. They were pretty much alike in regard to 
the kind of the done; however, I obferved three different fpecies in them. 

Fird, Some confided of a quartz, whofe colour refrfnbled lugar-candy, and which was 
mixed with a black fmall-grained glimmer, a black horn done, and a few minute grains 
of a bro\vn fpar. The quartz was mod abundant in the mixture ; the glimmer was 
likewife in great quantity, but the fpar was incondderable. The ieveral kinds of dones 
were well mixed, and though.?.thc eye could didinguifh them, yet no indrument couhl 


* Anarpent in France contains 100 French perches, and each oi thofe 32 French feet ; then the French 
foot being to the Englilh as 14.40 to 13 J2 ; an arpent is about 2346 Knglifh tret, and 8 inches long. 
Sec Ordonnances de Louis XIV. fur le fait des Eaux and For*t«. Pat is, 10H7. p. 112. F. 

f Mr. Kalm fays, in his original, that the length of an arpent was fo determined, that they reckoned 
84 of them in a French lieue op league; but as this docs by no means agtee with the ilatute arpent of 
France, which by order of King Lewis XIV. was fixed at 2200 feet, Paris meafuir, (fee*the preceding 
note) we thought proper to leave it out of the text. F- 

4 1 (epurate. 


vol. xin. 
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Separate them. The ftone was very hard and compact, and the grains of quart* 

looked very fine. . 

Second, Some pieces confided of grey panicles of quartz, black glimmer, and horn* 
{tone, together with a few particles of fpar, which made a very clofe, hard, Mid coni* 
paCt mixture, only differing from the former in colour. „ 

Third, A few of the {tones confuted of a mixture of white quartz and black glim¬ 
mer, to which foine red grains of quartz were added. The l'par (quartz) was nioft 
predominant in this mixture, and the glimmer appeared in large flakes. This ftone 
was not fo well mixed as the former, and was by far not fo hard and i'o compaCt, being 
fcafily pounded. ' 

The mountains on which Fort St. Frederick is built, as likewife thofe on which the 
above kinds of ftone are found, confided generally of a deep black lime-ftone, lying in 
lamella; as flates do, and it might be called a kind of flates, which can be turned into 
quick-lime by fire *. This lime-ftone is quite black ’in the infide, and, when broken, 
appears to be of an exceeding fine texture. There are fome grains of a dark l'par 
feattered in it, which, together with fome other inequalities, form veins in it. The 
ft rata which lie uppermcfl in the mountains confift of a grey lime-ftone, which is feem- 
ingly no more than a variety of the preceding. The black lime-ftone is conftantly 
found filled with petrifactions of all kinds, and chiefly the following. 

Feclinitcs, or petrified oftreas peCtines. Thefe petrified {hells were more abundant 
than any others that have been found here, and fometimes whole ftrata are met with, 
confiding merely of a quantity of {hells of this fort, grown together; they are gene¬ 
rally fmall, never exceeding an inch and a half iri* length. They are found in two dif¬ 
ferent dates of petrifaction; one {hews always the impreffions of the elevated and 
hollow furfaccs of the (hells, without any veftige of the {hells themf'elves. In the other 
appears the real {hell {ticking in the ftone, and by its light colour is eafily diftinguifhable 
from the ftone. Both thefe kinds are plentiful in the ftone ; however, the impreflions 
arc more in number than the real (hells. Some of the fhells are very elevated, efpecially 
in the middle, where they form as it were a hump} others again arc deprefled in the 
middle; but in raoft of them the outward furface is remarkably elevated. The furrows 
always run longitudinally, or from the top, diverging to the margin. 

Petrified cornua ammonis. Thefe are likewife frequently found, but not equal to 
the former in number: like the peCtinitie, they are found really petrified, and in im- 
preflions ; amongft them were fome petrified fnails. borne of thefe cornua ammonis 
were remarkably big, and 1 do not remember feeing their equals, for they meafured 
above two feet in diameter. 

^Different kinds of/corals could be plainly Icon in, and feparated from, the ftone in 
which they lay. Some w<ere white and ramole, or lithophytes; others were ftarry 
corals, or madrepores j the latter were rather fcarce. 

I muft give the name of (tone-balls to a kind of ftot|ps foreign to me, which are 
found in great plenty in fome of the rock-flones. They were globular, one half of 
them projecting generally above the rock, and the other remaining in it. They confiit 
of nearly parallel fibres, which arile from the bottom as from a center, and fpread over 
ihe furface of the ball, and have a grey colour. The outfide of the balls is fmooth, but 
has a number of fmall pores, which externally appear to be covered with a pale grey 
cruft. They are from an inch to an inch and a half in diameter. 

f Marmor fcliidofum. Linn. Syfi. III. p.40. Marmor unicolor nigrum. Wall. Min. pag. <>1. n. 2. 
JLitw-flates, fchiltua calcaieu*. Forft. Imrod. to Min. p.y. F. 

Amongft 
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Amongft fome other kinds of fand, which are found on the Ihores of lake Champlain, 
two were very peculiar, and commonly lay in the fame place; and one was black, and 
the other reddilh brown, or granite coloured. . 

The black fand always lies uppermoft, confifts of very fine grains, which, when 
examined by a microfcope, appear to have a dark blue colour, like that of a fmooth 
iron, not attacked by ruft. Some grains are roundilh, but moll of them angular, with 
fhining furfaces; and they fparkle when the fun fhines. All the grains of this fand, 
without exception, are attracted by the magnet. Amongft thefe black or deep blue 
grains, they meet with a few grains of a red or garnet-coloured fand, which is the lama 
with the red fand which lies immediately under at, and which I /hall now defcribe. 
This red or garnet-coloured fand is very fine, but not fo fine as the black fand. Its 
grains not only participate of the colour of garnets, but they are really nothing but 
pounded garnets. Some grains are round, others angulated : all fhine and are femi- 
pellucid ; but the magnet has no effect on them, and they do not fparkle fo much in 
funlhiue. This red fand is feldom found very pure, it being commonly mixed with a 
w'hite fand, confiding of particles of quartz. The black and red fand is not found in 
every part of the Ihore, but only in a few places, in the order before mentioned. The 
uppermoit or black fand lay about a quarter of an inch deep ; when it was carefully 
taken off, the land under it became of a deeper red the deeper it lay, and its depth was 
commonly greater than that •of the former. When this was carefully taken away, the 
white fand of quartz appeared mixed very much at top with the red fand, but growing 
purer the deeper it lay. This white fand was above four inches deep, had round 
grains, which made it entirely like a pearl fand. Below this was a pale grey angulated 
quartz fand. In fome places the garnet-coloured fand lay uppermoft, and this grey 
angulated one immediately under it, without a grain of cither the black or the white 
fand. 

1 cannot determine the origin of the black or ftcel-coloured fand, for it was not 
known here whether there were iron mines in the neighbourhood or not. But I am 
rather inclined to believe they may be found in thefe parts, as they are common in dif¬ 
ferent parts of Canada, and as this fand is found on the Ihores of almoft all the lakes 
and rivers in Canada, though not in equal quantities. The red or garnet-coloured fand 
has its origin hereabouts; for though the rocks near Fort St. Frederick contained no 
garnets, yet there are Hones of different fizes on the Ihores, quite different from the 
ftones which form thofe rocks ; thefe Hones are very full of grains of garnets, and 
when pounded there is no perceptible difference between them and the red fand. In 
the more northerly parts of Canada, or below Quebec, jhe mountains themfelves con- t 
tain a great nutrtber of garnets. The garnet-coloured fand is very common on the 
Ihores *of the river Si. Laurence. I lhall leave out fcvcral obfervations which I made 
upon the minerals hereabouts, as uninterefting to moft of my readers. 

The apocynum androlienpfolium grows in abundance on "hills covered with trees, 
and is in full flower about this time ; the French call it herbe a le puce. When the 
{talk is cut or tore, a white milky juice comes out. The French attribute the fame 
qualities to this plant, which the poifon-tree, or rhus vermix, has in the Englifli colonies; 
that its poifon is noxious to fome perfons, and harmlefs to others. The milky juice 
when fpread upon the hands and body, has no bad effed on fome perfons; whereas 
others cannot come near it without being bliftered. I faw a foldier whofe hands 1 were 
bliftered all over, merely by plucking the plant, in order to fhew it me; and it is laid 
its exhalations affed fome people, when they come within reach of them. It is gene¬ 
rally allowed here, that the ladefcent juice of this plant, when fpread on any part of 
' 412 the 
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the human body not only fwells the part, but frequently corrodes the (kin; at Ienfi 
there are few examples of perfons on whom it had no effect. As for my part, it ha- 
never hurt me, though in'prefence of fcveral people 1 touched the plant, and rubbed 
my hands with the juice till they were white all over, and 1 have often rubbed 
the plant in my hands till it was quite crulhed, without feeling the leaft inconvenience, 
or change on my hand. Hie cattle never touch this plant. 

July 12th. Burdock, or arftium lappa, grows in feveral places about the fort; and 
the governor told me, that its tender flioots are eaten in fpring as raddifhes, after the 
exterior peel is taken oil'. 

The fiion Canadcnfc abounds in the woods of all North America. The French call 
it cerfeuil lauvage, and make ufe of it in fpring, in green foups, like chervil. It is uni- 
verfally praifed here as a wholefome antilcorbutic plant, and as one of the bed which 
can be had here in fpring. 

The afclepias lyriaca, or, as the French call it, le cotonier, grows abundant in the 
country, on the Tides of hills which lie near rivers and other filiations, as w'ell in a dry 
and open place in the woods, as in a rich loofe foil. When the {talk is cut or broken 
it emits a ladlefcent juice, and for this reafon the plant is reckoned in fomc degree 
poiionous. The French in Canada licverthelcfs ufe its tender {hoots in fpring, pre¬ 
paring them like afparagus; and the ufe of them is nor attended W'ith any bad con- 
iequences, as the {lender flioots have not yet had time to fuck up any thing poifonous. 
Its flowers are very odoriferous, and when in feafon, they fill the woods with their 
{Vagrant exhalations, and make it agreeable to travel in them, elpecially in the evening. 
The French in Canada make a fugar of the flowers, which for that purpofe are 
gathered in the morning, when they are covered all ever with dew. This dew is 
exprefled, and by boiling yields a very good brown; palatable fugar. The pods of 
this plant, when ripe, contain a kind of wool, which encloJcs the feed, and refembles 
cotton, from whence the plant has got its French name. The poor collect it, and 
fill their beds, efpecially their children’s, with it, inflead of feathers. This plant 
flowers in Canada at the end of June, and beginning of July, and the feeds are ripe in 
the middle of September. The horfes never eat of this plant. 

July 16th. This morning 1 crofted lake Champlain to the high mountain on its 
wellern fide, in order to examine the plants and other curiofities there. From the lop 
of the rocks, at a little diftancc from Fort St. Frederick, a row of very high mountains 
appear on the weftern fliore of lake Champlain, extending from fouth to north ; and 
on the caftern fide of this lake is another chain of high mountains, running in the fame 
direction. Thofe on the caftern fide are not clofe to the lake, being about ten or 
twelve miles from it; and the country between it and them is low and flat, and covered 
with woods, which likewife clothe the mountains, except in fuch places* as the 
fires, which deflroy the forefts here, have reached them and burnt them down. 
Thefe mountains have generally fteep Tides, but fomelimes they are found gradually 
Hoping. We crpffed the lake in a canoe, which could only contain three perfons, 
and as foon as vve landed we walked from the fhore to the top of the mountains. Their 
fides are very fteep, and covered with a mould, and fome great rock-flones lay on 
them. All the mountains are covered with trees; but in fome places the forefts have 
been deftroyed by fire. After a great deal of trouble, we reached the top of one of the 
mountains, which was covered with a dulty mould. It was none of the higheft; and 
fome of thofe which were at a greater ddtance were much higher, but we had no time 
to go to them ; for the wind encreafedf and our boat was but a little one. We found 
no curious plants, or any thing remarkable here. 
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When we returned to the fhore we found the wind rifen to fuch a height, that we 
did not venture to crofs the lake in our boat, and for that reafon 1 left the fellow to 
bring it back, as foon as the wind fubfided, and walked round the bay, which was a 
walk of about feven Englifh miles. I was followed by my fervant, and, for want of a 
road, we kept clofe to the fhore, where we paffed over mountains and {harp ftones; 
through thick forefts and deep marfhes, all which were known to be inhabited by 
nuinberlefs rattle-fnakes, cf which we happily faw none at all. The fhore is very full 
of ftones in fome places, and covered with large angulated rock-ftones, which are 
fometimes roundifh, and their edges as it were worn off. Now and then we met with* 
a fmall fandy fpot covered with grey, but chiefly with the fine red land which I have 
before-mentioned; and the black iron fand likewil'e occurred fometimes. We found 
ftones of a red glimmer of a fine texture, on the mountains. Sometimes thefe moun¬ 
tains with the trees on them flood perpendicular with the water-lide, but in fome places 
the fhore was marfhy. 

1 faw a number of petrified cornua ammonis in one place, near the fhore, among a 
number of ftones and rocks. The rocks confift of a grey lime-ftone, which is a variety 
of the black one, and lies in a flrata, as that does. Some of them contain a number of 
petrifactions with, and without fhells; and in one place we found prodigious large 
cornua ammonis, about twenty inches in breadth. In fome places the water had wore 
off’the ftonc, but could not‘have the fame effefl on the petrifactions, which lay elevated 
above, and in a manner glued on the ftones. 

The mountains near the fhore are amazingly high and*large, confifting of a compact 
grey rock ftone, which does not lie'in flrata as the lime-ftone, and the chief of whole 
conflitucnt parts are a grey quartz, and a dark glimmer. Thi» rock-ftone reached 
down to the water, in places where the mountains flood clofe to the fhore ; but where 
they were at fome diflance from if, they were fupplied by flrata of grey and black lime- 
ftone, which reached to the water-fide, and which I never have feen covered with the 
grey rocks. 

The zizania aquatica grows in mud, and in the mod rapid parts of brooks, and is 
in full bloom about this time. 

July 17th. The diftempers which rage among the Indians are rheumatifms and 
pleurifics, which arife from their being obliged frequently to lie in moifl parts of the 
woods at night; from the fudden changes of heat and cold, to which the air is ex¬ 
posed here; and from their being frequently loaded with too great a quantity of ftrong 
liquor, in which cafe they commonly lie down naked in the open air, without any 
regard to the feafon, or the weather. Thefe diftempers, cl'pecially the pleurifies, are, 
likewil'e very cortimon among the French here ; and the governor told me he had once 
a very violent fit of the latter, and that I)r. Sarrafin had cured him in the following 
manner, which has been found to fucceal beft here. He gave him fudorifics, which 
were to operate between eight and ten hmirs; he was then bled, and the fudorifics 
repeated; he was bled again, and that effectually cured him. 

Dr. Sarrafin was the royal phyfician at Quebec, and a correfpondent of the Royal 
Academy of Sciences at Paris. He was polfeffed of great knowledge in the practice 
of phyfic, anatomy, and other fciences, and very agreeable in his behaviour. He died 
at Quebec of a malignant fever, which had been brought to that place by a fhip, and 
with which he was infe&cd at an hofpital, where he vilited the lick, lie left a fon, 
4who likewife fludied phyfic, and went to France to make himfelf more perfefl in the 
pra&ical part of it, but he died there. ^ * 

The 
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The intermitting fevers fometimes come atnongft the people here, and the venereal 
difeafe is common here. The Indians are Iikewife infetted with it; and many of them 
have had it, and fome flail Have it; but they Iikewife are perfectly pofiefled of the art 
of curing it. There are examples of Frenchmen and Indians, infefted all over the 
body with this difeafe, who have been radically and perfectly cured by the Indians, 
within five or fix months. The French have not been able to find this remedy out; 
though they know that the Indians employ no mercury, bfit that their chief remedies 
.are roots which are unknown to the French. I have afterwards heard what thefe 
plants were, and given an account of them at large to the Royal Swedilh Academy of 
Sciences*. ' 

We are very well acquainted in Sweden with the pain caufed by the taeniae, or a 
kind of worms. They are lefs abundant in the Britifh North American colonies; but 
in Canada they are very frequent. Some of thefe worms, which have been evacuated 
by a perfon, have been fevtral yards long. It is not known, whether the Indians are 
afflicted with them or not. No particular remedies againft them are known here, and 
no one can give an account from whence they come, though the eating of fume fruits 
contributes, as is con jedhired, to create them. 

July 19th. Fort St. Frederick is a fortification on the fouthern extremity of lake 
Champlain, fituated on a neck of land, between that lake and the river, which arifes 
from the union of the river Woodcreek, and lake St. Sacrement. The breadth of this 
river is here about a good muiket-fhot. The Englifh call this fortrefs Crown Point, 
but its French name is derived from the French fecretary of ftate, Frederic Maurepas, 
in whofe hands the direction and management of the French court of admiralty was at 
the time of the ere&ion of this fort; for it is to be oblerved, that the government of 
Canada is fubject to the court of admiralty In France, and the governor-general is 
always chofen out of that court. As mod of the places in Canada bear the names of 
faints, cuftom has made it ncccflary to prefix the word faint to the name of the for¬ 
trefs. The fort is built on a rock, confiding of blade Iime-flates, as aforefaid ; it is 
nearly quadrangular, has high and thick walls, made of the fame lime-ftone, of which 
there is a quarry about half a mile from the fort. On the eaftem part of the fort is a 
high tower, which is proof againft bombfliells, provided with very thick and fubftantia! 
walls, and well ftored with cannon from the bottom almoft to the very top; and the 
governor lives in the tower. In the tcrre-plein of the fort is a well built little church, 
and houfes of ftone for the officers and foldiers. Tfygre are (harp rocks on all fides 
towards the land, beyond a cannon-fliot from the fort, but among them are fome 
■ which are as high as the walls of the fort, and very near them. 

The foil about fort St. Frederick is faid to be very fertile, on both ’fides of the river ; 
and before the laft war a great many French families, efpecially old foldiers, have 
fettled there; but the king obliged them ^ go into Canada, or to fettle clofe to the 
fort, and to lie in it at night. A great number of them returned at this time, and it 
was thought that .about forty or fifty families would go to fettle here this autumn. 
Within one or two mu(kct-(hots to the eaft of the fort, is a wind-mill built of ftone, 
with very thick walls, and mod of the flour which is wanted to fupply the fort is 
ground here. This wind-mill is fo contrived as to ferve the purpofe of a redoubt, and 
at the top of it are five or fix fmall pieces of cannon. During the laft war there was a 
number of foldiers quartered in this mill, becaufe they could from thence look a great 

Sec the Mtmoirs of that Academy, for tfwyear 1750, page 284. 

The ftillmgia i'ylvatica is probably oae of thefe roots. F. 
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way up the river, and obferve whether the Englilh boats approached j which could not 
be done from the fort itfelf, and which was a matter of great confequence, as the Eng- 
lilh might (if this guard had not been placed here) have gone in their little boats clofe 
under the weftem fliore of the river, and then the hills would have prevented their 
being feen from the fort. Therefore the fort ought to have been built on the fpot 
where the mill Itands, and all thofe who come to fee it are immediately ftruck with the 
abfurdity of its fituation. If it had been erected in the place of the mill, it would have 
commanded the river, and prevented the approach of the enemy ; and a frnall ditch 
cut through the loofe lime-ftone, from the river (which comes out of the lake St. Sa- 
crement) to lake Champlain, would have furrounded the fort with flowing water, be- 
caufe it would have been fituated on the extremity of the neck of land. In that cafe the 
fort would always have been fuflicicntly fupplied with frefh water, and at a diftance 
from the high rocks which furrounded it in its prefent fituation. We prepared to-day 
to leave this place, having waited during fome days for the arrival of the yacht, which 
plies conftantly all fummer between the forts St. John and St. Frederick: during our 
ftay here, we had received many favours. The governor of the fort, Mr. Lufignan, a 
man of learning and of great politenefs, heaped obligations upon us, and treated us with 
as much civility as if we had been his delations. I had the honour of eating at his 
table during my ftay here, and my fervant was allowed to eat with his. We had our 
rooms, &c. to ourfelves, and at our departure the governor fupplied us with ample 
provifions for our journey to fort St. John. In fhort, he did us more favours than we 
could have expected from our own countrymen, and the officers were likewife par¬ 
ticularly obliging to us. * 

About eleven o’olock in the morning we fet out, with a fair wind. On both fides 
of the lake are high chains of mountains; with the difference which I have before 
obferved, that on the eaftern fliore is a low piece of ground covered with a foreft, ex¬ 
tending between twelve and eighteen Engliih miles, after which the mountains begin ; 
and the country behind them belongs to New England. This chain confifts of high 
mountains, which are to be confideivd as the boundaries between the French and Eng- 
lifti poffeffions in thefe parts of North America. On the weftem fliore of the lake, the 
mountains reach quite to the water fide. The lake at firft is but a French mile broad, 
but always encreafes afterwards. The country is inhabited within a French mile of the 
fort, but after that, it is covered with a thick foreft. At the diftance of about ten 
French miles from fort St. Frederick, the lake is four fuch miles broad, and we per¬ 
ceive fome illands in it. The captain of the yacht faid there were about fixty illands in 
that lake, of which fome were of a confiderable lize. lie affured me that the lake was 
in moft parts fo deep, that a line of two hundred yards could not fathom it; and dole 
to the fliore, where a chain of mountains generally runs acrofs the country, it fre¬ 
quently has a depth of eighty fathoms. Fourteen French miles from fort St. Frederick 
we faw four large illands in the lake, which is here about fix French miles broad. 
This day the Iky was cloudy, and the clouds, which were very Jow, feemed to fur- 
round feveral high mountains, near the lake, with a fog; and from many mountains 
the fog rofe as the iinoke of a charcoal-kiln. Now and then we faw a little river which 
fell into the lake: the country behind the ‘high mountains, on the weftem fide of the 
lake, is, as lam told, covered for many miles together with a tall foreft, interfered by 
many rivers and brooks, with marlhcs and final! lakes, and very fit to be inhabited. 
The fhores are fometimes rocky, and fometiqaes landy here. Towards night the moun¬ 
tains decreafed gradually j the lake is very clear, and we obferved neither rocks nor 
% ihaliows 
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(hallows in it. Late at night the wind abated, and we anchored clofe to the (hore, and 
fpent one night here. 

July 20th. This morning we proceeded with a fair wind. The place where we 
.paired the nightwas above half way to Fort St. John; for the diftanceoTthat place from 
Fort St. Frederick, acrofs lake Champlain is computed to be forty-one French miles; 
that lake is here about fix Englifh miles in breadth. The mountains were now out of 
fight, and the country low, plain, and covered with trees.* The Ihores were fandy, 

, and the lake appeared now from four to fix miles broad. It was really broader, but the 
iflands made it appear narrower. 

We often faw Indians in bark-boats clofe to the (hore, which was however not in¬ 
habited ; for the Indians came here only to catch fturgeons, wherewith this lake abounds, 
and which we often faw leaping up in the air. Thefe Indians lead a very Angular life: 
at one time of the year they live upon the finall ftore of maize, beans, and melons, 
which they have planted ; during another period, or about this time, their food is filh, 
without bread or any other meat; and another feafon they eat nothing but ftags, roes, 
beavers, &c., which they (hoot in the woods, and rivers. They, however, enjoy long 
life, perfeS health, ancl are more able to undergo hardlhips than other people. They 
fing and dance, are joyful, and always content; and would not, for a great deal, ex¬ 
change their manner of life for that which is preferred in Europe. 

When we were yet ten French miles from fort St. John,' we faw fomc houfes on the 
weftern fide of the lake, in which the French had lived before the laft war, and which 
they then abandoned, as it was by no means fafe : they now returned to them again. 
Thefe were the firft houfes and fettlements which t«re faw after we had left thofe about 
fort St. Frederick. 

There formerly was a wooden fort, or redoubt, on’the eaftern fide of the lake, 
near the water-fide; and the place where it flood was (hewn me, which at prefent is 
quite overgrown with trees. The French built it to prevent the incurfions of the In¬ 
dians over this lake; and I was allured that many Frenchmen had been (lain in thefe 
places. At the fame time they told me, that they reckon four women to one man in 
Canada, becaufe annually feveral Frenchmen are killed on their expeditions, which 
they urfdertake for the fake of trading with the Indians. 

A wind-mill built of ftone, ftands on the eaft fide of the lake on a projecting piece 
of ground. Some Frenchmen have lived near it; but they left it when the war broke 
out, and are not yet come back to it. From this mill to Fort St. John they reckon eight 
French miles. The Englifh, with their Indians, have burnt the houfes here feveral 
times, but the mill remained unhurt. ’ 

The yacht which we went into St. John was the firft that was “built here, and 
employed on Lake Champlain, for formerly they made ufe of bateaux to fend pro¬ 
visions over the lake. The captain of the yacht was a Frenchman, born in this country; 
he had built it, and taken the foundings of the lake, in order to find out the true road 
between Fort St. Juhn and Fort St. Frederick. Oppofite the wind-mill the lake is about 
three fathoms deep, but it grows more and more mallow the nearer it comes to Fort 
St. John. 

We now perceived houfes on the {hore again. The captain had otter-fkins in the 
cabin, which were perfe&ly the fame in colour and fpecies with the European ones. 
Otters are laid to be very abundant in Canada. 

Seal-fkins are here made ufe of to coyer boxes and trunks, and they often made 
porttftantles of them in Canada. The common people had their tobacco pouches made 

of 
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of the fame {kins. The feals here are entirely the fame with the Swedifh or European 
one, which are grey with black fpots. They are laid to be plentiful in the mouth of 
the river St. Lawrence, below Quebec, and go up that river* as far as its water is fait. 
'They have not been found in any of the great lakes of Canada. The French call them 
loups rnarins *. 

The French in their colonies, fpend much more time in prayer and external worlhip, 
than the Englifh and Dutch lettlcrs in the Britifh colonies. The latter have neither 
morning nor evening prayer in their fhips and yachts, and no difference is made between 
Sunday and other days. They never, or very feldont, fay grace at dinner. On the 
contrary, the French here have prayers every rimming and night on board their 
{hipping, and on Sundays they pray more than commonly : they regularly fay grace at 
their meals ; and every one of them fays prayers in private as loon as he gets up. At 
Fort St. Frederick all thefoldiers aflcmblcd together for morning and evening prayers. 
The only fault was. that mod of the prayers were read in Latin, which a great part 
of the people do nofundcrfhmd. Below the above mentioned wind-mill, the breadth 
of the lake is about a mufket-fhot, and it looks more like a river than a lake. The 
country on both fides is low and flat, and covered with woods. We faw at firft a few 
lcattered cottages along the fliore ; but a little further the country is inhabited without 
interruption. The lake is here from fix to ten foot deep, and forms feveral iflands. 
During the whole courfe of tins voyage, the fituation of the lake was always dire&ly 
from S. S. W. to N. N. E. 

In fotne parts of Canada are great tja&s of land belonging to fmgle perfons; from 
thde lands, pieces of forty arpens long, and four wide, are allotted to each difeharged 
foldier who intends to fettle here ; but after his houfchold is eftablifhed, he is obliged to 
pay the owner of the lands fix French francs annually. 

The lake was now fo (hallow in feveral places, that we were obliged to trace the way 
for the yacht, by founding the depth with branches of trees. In other places oppofitc, 
it was fometimes two fathom deep. 

In the evening, about fun-let, we arrived at Fort St. Jean, or St. John, having had a 
continual change of rain, fun-fiiine, wind, and calm, all the afternoon. 

July 21ft. £t. John is a wooden fort which the French built in 1748, on the 
weftern fliore of the mouth of Lake Champlain, clofe to the water-fide. It was intended 
to cover the country round about it, which they were then going to people, and to 
ferve as a magazine for provifions and ammunition, which were ufually fent from 
Montreal to Fort, St. Frederick; becaufe they may go in yachts from hence to the laft 
mentioned place, which is impofliblc lower down, as about two gun-lhot further, there 
is a (hallow full of ftones, and very rapid water in the river, over which they can only 
pafs in bateaux, or flat veffels. Formerly Fort Chamblan, which lies four French 
miles lower, was the magazine of provifions ; but as they were forced firft to fend them 
hither in bateaux, and then from hence on yachts, and the road to Fort Chamblan 
from Montreal being by land, and much round about, this fort was trefted. It has 
a low fituation, ana lies in a fandy foil, and the country about it is likewife low, flat, 
and covered with woods. The fort is quadrangular, and includes the fpace of one 
arpent fquare. In each of the two corners which look towards the lake is a wooden 
building, four (lories high, the lower part of which is of ftone to the height of about a 
fathom and a half. In thefe buildings, which are polyangular, are holes for cannon and 
Idler fire-arms. In each of the two other corners towards the country, is only a little 
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wooden houfe, two {lories high. Thefe buildings are intended for die habitations of 
the foldiers, and for the better defence of the place; between thefe boufes there are 
poles, two fathoms and «. half high, fharpened at the top, and driven into the ground 
clofe to one another. They are made of the thuya tree, which is here reckoned the 
beft wood for keeping from petrifaction, and is much preferable to fir in that point. 
Lower down the pallifades were double, one row within the other. For the convenience 
of the foldiers, a broad elevated pavement of more than'two yards in height, is made 
in the infide of the fort all along the palifades, with a baluftrade. On this pavement 
the foldiers Hand and fire through the holes upon the enemy, without being expofed to 
their fire. In the laft year, 1748,' two hundred men were in garrifon here; but at 
this time there were only a governor, a comniiflfary, a baker, and fix foldiers to take 
care of the fort and buildings, and to fuperintend the provifions which are carried to 
this place. The peifon who now commanded at the fort, was the Chevalier de Ganues, 
a very agreeable gentleman, and brother-in-law to Mr. Lufignan, the governor of Fort 
St. Frederick. The ground about the fort, on both fides the water, is rich and has a very 
good foil; but it is ftill without inhabitants, though it is talked of, that it would get fome 
as foon as pofliblc. 

The French in all Canada call the gnats marangoins, which name, it is faid, they 
have borrowed from the Indians. Thefe in feds are in fuch prodigious numbers in the 
woods round Fort St. John, that it would more properly be called Fort de Marangoins. 
The marflies and the low fituation of the country, together with the extent of the woods, 
contribute greatly to their multiplying^ much; and when the woods are cut down, the 
water drained, and the country cultivated, they probably will decreafe in number, and 
vanifli at laft, as they have done in other places. 

The rattle fnake, according to the unanimous accounts of the French, is never feen 
in this neighbourhood, nor further north near Montreal and Quebec; and the mountains 
which fprround Fort St. Frederick, are the moll northerly part on this fide, where they 
have been feen. Of all the fnakes which are found in Canada to the north of thefe 
mountains, none is poifonous enough to do any great harm to a man; and all without 
exception run away when they fee a man. My remarks on the nature and properties of 
the rattle-fnake, 1 have communicated to the royal Swedilh academy of fcienccs *, and 
thither I refer my readers. 

July 22d. This evening foine people arrived with horfes from Prairie, in order to 
fetch us. The governor had font for them at my defire, becaufe there were not yet 
any horfes near Fort St. John, the place being only a year old, and the people had 
not had time to fettle near it. Thofe who led the horfes, brougnt letters to the 
governor from the governor-general of Canada, the Marquis la Cfaliffoniere, dated at 
Quebec the fifteenth of this month, and from the vice-governor of Montreal, the Baron 
de Longueil, dated the twenty-firft of the fame month. They mentioned that I had 
been particularly recommended by the French court, and that the governor fhould 
fuppiy me with-every thing I wanted, and forward my journey ; and at the fame time 
the governor received two little calks of wine for me, which they thought would 
relieve me on my journey. At night we drank the kings of France and Sweden’s 
health, under a falute from the cannon of the fort, and the health of the governor- 
general and others. 

July 23d. This morning we fet out on our journey to Prairie, from whence we 
intended to proceed to Montreal; the diftance of Prairie from Fort St.John, by land. 


* See their Memoirs for the ytar 1752. 
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Is reckoned fix French miles, and from thence to Montreal two lieues (leagues) and 
a half, by the river St. Lawrence, At firft we kept along the fhore, fo that we had 
on our right the Riviere de St. John (St. John’s river.) This is the name of the mouth 
of the Lake Champlain, which falls into the river St. Lawrence, and is fometimes called 
Riviere de Champlain (Champlain river.) After we had travelled about a French 
mile, we turned to the left from the fliore. The country was always low, woody, and 
pretty wet, though it was in the midft of fummcr; fo that we found it difficult to get 
forward. But it is to be obferved that Fort St. John was only built laft fummer, when 
this road was firft made, and confequently it could not yet have acquired a proper 
degree of folidity. Two hundred and fixty men wefe three months at work, in making 
this road; for which they were fed at the expence of the government, and each 
received thirty fols every day; and I was told that they would again refume the work 
next autumn. The country hereabouts is low and woody, and of courfe the rcfidcnce 
of millions of gnats and flies, which were very troublefome to us. After we had gone 
about three French miles, we came out of the woods, and the ground feemed to have 
been formerly a marih, which was now dried up. From hence we had a pretty good 
profpect on all fides. On our right hand at a great diftance we faw two high mountains, 
rifing remarkably above the reft; and they were not far from Fort Champlain. We 
could likewife from hence fee {he high mountain which lies near Montreal j and our 
road went on nearly in a ftraight line. Soon after, we got again upon wet and low 
grounds, and after that into a wood which confifted chiefly, of the fir with leaves which 
have a filvery undorfide *. We found the foil* which we paffed over today, very 
fine and rich, and when the woods are cleared and the ground cultivated, it will 
probably prove very fertile. There are qo rocks, and hardly any ftones near the 
road. 

About four French miles from Fort St. John, the country makes quite another 
appearance. It is all cultivated, and a continual variety of fields with excellent wheat, 
peafe, and oats, prefented itfelf to our view; but wc faw no other kinds of corn. 
The farms flood fcattered, and each of them was furrounded by its corn-fields, and 
meadows; the houfes are built of wood and very ftnall. Inftcad of mofs, which cannot 
be got here, they employ clay for flopping up the crevices in the walls. The roofs arc 
made very much floping, and covered with ftraw. The foil is good, flat, and divided 
by feveral rivulets; and only in a few places there are fome little hills. The profpecl 
is very fine from this part of the road, and as far as I could fee the country, it was 
cultivated; all the fields were covered with corn, and they generally ufe fummer 
wheat here. The ground is ftill very fertile, fo that there is no occafion for leaving 
it to lie a*s fallow. The forefts are pretty much cleared, and it is to be feared that 
there will be a time, when wood will become very fcarcc. Such was the appearance of 
the country quite up to Prairie, and the river '"t. Lawrence, which laft we had now always 
in fight; and, in a word, this country was in my opinion the fineftof Norih America, 
which I had hitherto feen. 

About dinner-time \vc arrived at Prairie, which is fituated on a little t iling ground 
near the river St. Lawrence. We ftaid here this day, becaufe I intended to vifit the 
places in this neighbourhood before I went on. 

Prairie de la Magdalene is a fmall village on the eaftem fide of the river St. Lawrence, 
about two French miles and a half from Montreal, which place lies N.* W. from 
hence, on the other fide of the river. All the country round Prairie is quite flat, aqd 

* Abiet foliis fubtus argentcii. 
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has hardly any rifings. On all fides are large corn-fields, meadows,andpaftures. 
On the weftern fide, the river St. Lawrence paffes by, and has here a breadth of a 
French mile and a half, if not more. Mod of the houfes in Prairie are built of timber, 
with Hoping wooden roofs, and the crevices in the walls are flopped up with clay. 
There arc fotne little buildings of ftone, chiefly of the black lime-ftone, or of pieces of 
rock-ftone, in which latter the enchafenient of the doors and windows was made of the 
black lime-ftone. In the midft of the village is a pretty cfiurch of ftone, with a fteeple 
at the weft end of it, furnilhed with bells. Before the door is a crofs, together with 
ladders, tongs, hammers, nails, &c., which are to reprefent all the inftrumenis 
made ufe of at the crucifixion of out- Saviour, and perhaps many others befidcs them. 
The village is furroundod with palifades, from four yards to five high, put up formerlv 
as a barrier againft the incurfions of the Indians. Without thefe palifades are fevedfl 
little kitchen and pleafure gardens, but very few fruit-trees in them. The rifing- 
grounds along the river are very inconfiderable here. In this place there was a pried, 
and a captain, who aifumed the name of governor. The corn-fields round the place 
are extenfivc, and fown with fummer-wheat; but rye, barley and maize are never feen. 
To the fouth-weft of this place is a great fall in the - river Sr, Lawrence, and the noife 
which it caufes, may he plainly heard here. When the water in fpring encreafes in 
the river, on account of the ice which then begins to diffplve, it fometimes happens to 
rife fo high as to overflow a great part of the fields, and, inftead of fertilizing them as 
the river Nile fertilizes the Egyptian fields by its inundations, it does them much 
damage, by carrying a number of graflfs and plants on them, the feeds of which fpread 
the worft kind of weeds, and ruin the fields. Thefe inundations oblige the people to 
take their cattle a great way off, becaufe the water covers a great trad of land ; but 
happily it never flays on it above two or tfiree days.’ The caufe of thefe inundations 
is generally owing to the flopping of ice in lome part of the river. 

The afesania aquatica, or folle avoine grows plentiful in the rivulet, or brook, which 
flows fomewhat below Prairie. 

July 24th. This morning I went from Prairie in a bateau to Montreal, upon the 
river St. Lawrence. The river is very rapid, but not very deep near Prairie, fo that 
the yatcht cannot go higher than Montreal, except in fpring with the high water, when 
they can come up to Prairie, but no further. The town of Montreal may be feen at 
Prairie, and all the way down to it. On our arrival there we found a crowd of people 
at that gate of the town, where we were to pafs through. They were very defirous of 
feeing u-, becaufe they were informed that lome Swedes were to come to town ; people 
of whom they had heard fomelhing, but whom they had never .feen; and we arc 
affured by every body, that we were the firft Swedes that ever came to Montreal. 
foon as we wer$, landed, the governor of the town fent a captain to me, who defired I 
would follow him to the governor’s houfe, where he introduced me to him. The 
Baron Longueuil was as yet vice-governor, but he daily exposed his promotion from 
France. He reteived me more civilly and generouily than I can w'ell deferibp, and 
ihewed me letters from the governor-general at Quebec, the Marquis de la Galifioniere, 
which mentioned that he had received orders from the French court to fupply me with 
whatever I {honld want, as I was to travel in this country at the expence of His mod 
Chriftian Majefty. In fhort Governor Longueuil loaded me with greater favours than 
• I could capped or even imagine, both during my prefent flay and on my return front 
Quebec. 

The difference between the manners and cufloms of the French in Montreal .and 
Canada, and thofe of the Engliih in the American colonies, is as great as that between 
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the manners qf thofe two nations in Europe. The women in general are handfome 
here; they are well bred, and virtuous, with an innocent and becoming freedom. 
They drefs out very fine on Sundays; and though on the other days they do not take 
much pains with other parts of their drefs, yet they arc very fond of adorning their 
heads, the hair of which is always curled and powdered, and ornamented with glittering 
bodkins and aigrettes. Every day but Sunday, they wear a little neat jacket, and a 
Ihort petticoat which hafdly reaches half the leg, and in this particular they feem to 
imitate the Indian women. The heels of their fhoes are high, and very narrow, and if 
is furprizing how they walk on them. In their knowledge of ceconomy, they greatly 
furpafs the Englilh women in the plantations, nvho indeed have taken the liberty of 
throwing all the burthen of houfe-keeping upon their huibands, and fit in their chairs 
* all day with folded arms *. The women in Canada on the contrary do not fpare * 
theinlelvcs, efpecially among the common people, where they arc always in the fields^ 
meadows, ftables, &c. and do not diflike any work vvhatfoevcr. However, they feem 
rather remifs in regard to the cleaning of the utenfils, and apartments; for fometimes 
the floors, both in the town and country, were hardly cleaned or,c<f in fix months, 
which is a difagrceable fight to one who comes from amongft the Dutch and Englifh, 
where the conftant fcouring and ferubbing of the floors is reckoned as important as the 
exercife of religion itfdf. To prevent the thick duft, which is thus left on the floor, 
from being noxious to the health, the women wet it feverai times a day, which renders 
it more confident; repeating the afperfion as often as the duft is dry and rifes again. 
Upon the whole, however, they are not averfe to the raking a part in all the bufinefs 
of houfekeeping; and 1 have vvitn pleafure ieen the daughters of the better fort of 
people, and of the governor himfelf, not too finely dreffed, and gping into kitchens and 
cellars, to look that every thing be done*as it ought. 

The men are extremely civil, and take their hats off to every perfon indifferently 
whom they meet in the ttreets. It is cuftomary to return a vifit the day aft^r you have 
received one; though one Ihould have foine {‘cores to pay in one day. 

I have been told by fome among the French, who had gone a beaver-hunting with 
the Indians to the northern parts of Canada, that the animals whole lkins they 
endeavour to get, and which are there in great plenty, are beavers, wildcats, or lynxes”, 
and martens. Thefe animals are the more valued, the farther they are caught to the 
north, for their {kins have better hair, and look better than thofe which are taken more 
fouthward, and they became gradually better or worfe, the more they are northward 
or fouthward. 

White partridges f is the name which the French in Canada give to a kind of birds* 
abounding during winter near Hudfon’s Bay, and which are undoubtedly our ptarmi¬ 
gans, 'or fnow-hens (tetrao lagopus). They are very plentiful at the time of a great 
iroft, and when a confiderable quantity of fnow happens to fall. They are defcribed : 
to me as having rough white feet, and being white all over, except three or four black 
feathers in the tail; and they are reckoned very fine eating. From Edward’s Natural 
Hiftory of Birds (page 72) it appears, that the ptarmigans are common about Hud¬ 
fon’s Bay J. 


* ] t feme, that for the future, the fair fex in the Englifh colonies in North-America, will no longer 
deferve the reproaches Mr. Kalm ttigmatizes them with repeateuly. iincc it is generally reported, that the 
ladies of late have vyed one with another, in providing their families with linen, ftockingk, and home-fpun 
cloth of their own making, and that a general fpirit of induilry prevails among them at this prrfent 
time. F. * 

f Fer'drix blanches. $ See 13r, Zool. Suppl. plate XIII. f. 1 . F. 

Hares 
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Hares are likewife laid to be plentiful near Hudfon's Bay* and they are abufndant 
even in Canada, where I have often feen, and found them perfe&ly correfponding 
with our Swedilh hares. In'fummer they have a brownifh grey, and in winter a fiiowy 
white colour, as with us *. 

Mechanics, fuch as architecture, cabinet-work, turning, and the like, were not yet 
fo forward here as they ought to be j and the Englilh, in that particular, out-do the 
French. The chief caufe of this is, that fcarce any other people than difmified foldiers 
come to fettle here, who have not had any opportunity of learning a mechanical trade, but 
Rave fometimes accidentally, and through neceffity, been obliged to it. There are 
however fomc who have a good notion*)? mechanics, and I faw a perfon here who made 
very good clocks and watches, though he had had but very little inftruCtion. 

July 27th. The common houfe-flies have but been obferved in this country about 
one hundred and fifty years ago, as 1 have been allured by feveral perfons in this town, 
a'nd in Quebec. All the Indians afiert the fame thing, and are of opinion that the 
. common flies firft came over here with the Europeans and their Ihips, which were 
branded on this ^baft. 1 ihall not difputethis; however, I know, that whilft 1 was in 
the defarts between Saratoga and Crown Point, or Fort St. Frederick, and fat down to 
reft or to eat, a number of our common flies always came and fettled on me. It is 
therefore dubious, whether they have not been longer in America than the term above- 
mentioned, or whether they have been imported from Europe. On the other hand, it 
may be urged that the flies were left in thofe defarts at the time when fort Anne was 
yet in a good condition, and when the Englilh often travelled there and back again; 
not to mention that feveral Europeans, both before and after that time, had travelled 
through thofe places, *ind carried the flies with them, which were attracted by their 
provilions. 

Wild cattle are abundant in the fouthem parts of Canada, and have been there fince 
times immemorial. They are plentiful in thofe parts, particularly where the Illinois 
Indians live, which are nearly in the fame latitude with Philadelphia; but further to 
the north they are feldom obferved. I law the lkin of a wild ox to-day; it was as big 
as one of the largeft ox hides in Europe,' but had better hair. The hair is dark brown, 
like that on a brown bear-lkin. That which is clofe to the lkin is as foft as wool. This 
hide was not very thick ; and in general they do not reckon them fo valuable as bear- 
Ikins in France. In winter they are fpread on the floors, to keep the feet warm. 
Some of thefe wild cattle, as lam told, have a long and fine wool, as good, if not better, 
than Iheep wool. They make ftockings, cloth, gloves, and other pieces of worfted 
w t ork of it, which look as well as if they were made of the belt fheep yrool; and the 
Indians employ it for feveral ufes. The flelh equals the belt beef in goodnefs and fat- 
nefs. Sometimes the hides arc thick, and may be made ufe of as cow-hides are in 
Europe. The wild cattle in general are faid to be ftronger and bigger than European 
cattle, and of a brown red colour. Their horns are but lhort, though very thick clofe 
to the head. Thefe, and feveral other qualities, which they have in common with, 
and in greater perfection than the tame cattle, have induced fome to endeavour to tame 
them ; by which means they would obtain the advantages arifmg from fheir goodnefs 
of hair, and, on account of their great ftrength, be able to employ them fuccefsfully in 
agriculture. With this view fome have repeatedly got young wild calves, and brought 
them up in Quebec, and other places, among the tame cattle; but they commonly 
died in three or four years time; and though they have fecn people every day, yet they 
' • 

* See a figure of this hare in its white (late, in the SupoL to Br. Zool. plate xltii. f. *. F. 


have- 
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have always retained a natural ferocity. They have conftantly been very fhy, pricked 
up their ears at the fight of a man, and trembled, or run about; fo that the art of 
taming them has not hitherto been found out. Some have been of opinion, that thefe 
cattle cannot Well bear the cold ; as they never go north of the place I mentioned, 
though the fummers be very hot, even in thofe northern parts. They think that, 
when the country about the Illinois is better peopled, it will be more eafy to tame, 
thefe cattle, and that afterwards they might more eafily be ufed to the northerly 
climates*. The Indians and French in Canada make ufe of the horns of thefe crea* 
turcs to put gunpowder in. 

The peace which was concluded between Frrfnce and England was proclaimed this 
day. The foldiers were under arms; the artillery on the walls was fired off, and 
fome falutes were given by the fmall fire-arms. All night fome fire-works were ex¬ 
hibited, and the whole town was illuminated. All the ftreets were crowded with 
people till late at night. The governor invited me to fupper, and to partake of the 
joy of the inhabitants. There were prefent a number of officers, and perfons of dif- 
tin&ion ; and the feftival concluded with the greateft joy. 

July 28th. This morning I accompanied the governor, Baron Longueuil, and his 
family, to a little ifland called Magdalene, which is his own property. It lies in the 
river Sr. Lawrence, directly oppofite to the town, on the eaftern fide. The governor 
had here a very neat houfe, though it was not very large, a fine extenfivc garden, and 
a court-yard. The river paffes between the town and this ifiand, and is very rapid. 
Near the town it is deep enough for .yachts ; but towards the ifland it grows more flial- 
low, fo that they are obliged to puffi the boats forwards with poles. There was a mill 
on the ifland, turned by the mere force of the llream, without an additional mill- 
dam. 

The fmooth fumach, or rhus glabra, grows in great plenty here. I have no where 
feen it fo tall as in this place, where it had fometimes the height of eight yards, and a 
proportionable thicknefs. 

Saffafras is planted here; for it is never found wild in thefe parts. Fort Anne being 
the moft northerly place where I have found it wild. Thofe fhrubs which were on the 
ifland had been planted many years ago; however, they were but fmall fhrubs, from 
two to three feet high, and fcarce fo much. The reafon is, becaufe the ftem is killed 
every winter, almoft down to the very root, and mud produce new fhoots every 
fpring, as I have found from my own obfervations here; and fo it appeared to be near 
the Forts Anne, Nicholfon, and Ofwego. It will therefore be in vain to attempt to 
plant faffafras in a very cold climate. ' 

The red mulberry-trees (morus rubra, Linn.) are likewife planted here. I faw four 
or five of them about five yards high, which the governor told me had been twenty 
years in this place, and were brought from more foutherly parts, fince they do not 
grow wild near Montreal. The mod northerly place, where 1 have found it growing 
fpontaneoufly, is about twenty Englifh miles north of Albany, as ‘1 have been affured 
by the country people who live in that place, and who at the lame timejnformed me, 
that it was very fcarce in the woods. When I came to Saratoga, I enquired whether 
any of thefe mulberry-trees had been found in that neighbourhood ? but every body 
told me, that they were never feen in thofe parts, but that the before-mentioned place, 

* But by. this means they would lofe that fuperiority which in their wild (late they have over the tame 
cattle; as all the progenies of tamed animals degenerate from the excellence of their wild and free an- 
ceftors. ’ F. 
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twenty miles above Albany, is til mod northern one where they grow. Thofe mul¬ 
berry-trees, which were planted on this iiland, fucceed very well, though they are 
placed in a poor foil. Theu'foliage is large and thick, but they did not bear any Iruits 
this year. However, I was informed that they can bear a confiderable degree of 
cold. 

The water-beech was planted here in a fliady place, and was grown to a great height. 
All the French hereabouts call it coronier *. It is never found wild near the river 
St. Lawrence; nor north of Fort St. Frederick, where it is now very feavcc. 

The red cedar is called cedre rouge by the French, and it was likevvil'e planted in 
the governor’s garden, whether it had been brought from more fouthern parts, 
for it is not to be met with in the forelb hereabouts. However, it came on very well 
here. 

L About half an hour after feven in the evening we left this pleafant illa'td, and an 
hour after our return the Baron de Longueuil received two agreeable pieces of news at 
once. The firft was, that his fon. who had been two years in France, was returned ; 
and the fecond, that he had brought with him the royal patents for his father, by 
which he was appointed governor of Montreal, and the country belonging to it. 

They make ufe of fans here, which are made of the tails of the wild turkeys. As 
foon as the birds are Ihot, their tails are fpcead like fans, and dried, by which means 
they keep their figure. The ladies and the men of dill motion in town wear thefe fans, 
when they walk in the ftreets, during the intenfenels of the hear. 

All the grafs on the meadows round Montreal confills chiefly of a fpecies of meadow- 
grafs, or the poa capillaris, Linn. f. This is a very (lender grafs, which grows very, 
clofe, and fucceeds even on the dried: hills. It is however not rich in foliage; and the 
flender ftalk is chiefly ufed for hay. We hatfe numerous kinds of grades in Sweden, 
which make infinitely finer meadows than this. 

July 30th. The wild plumb-trees grow in great abundance on the hills, along the 
rivulets about the town. They were lb loaded with fruit, that the boughs were quite 
bent downwards by the weight. The fruit was not yet ripe, but when it conies to that 
perfection, it has a red colour and a fine talle, and preferves are fometimes made 

pf it. 

* Black currants (ribes nigrum, Linn.) are plentiful in the fame places, and its ber¬ 
ries were ripe at this time. They are very fmall, and not by far fo agreeable as thofe 
in Sweden. 

Parfnips grow in great abundance on the rifing banks of rivers, along the corn-fields, 
and in other places. This led me to think, that they were original natives’of America, 
and not firft brought over by the Europeans. But on my journey into the country of 
the Iroquois, where no European ever had a fettlement, I never once faw it, though 
the foil was excellent; and from hence it appears plain enough, that it was tranfported 
hither from Europe, and is not originally an American plant; and therefore it is in 
vain fought for in any part of this continent, except among the European fettlements. 

Auguft 1 ft. The governor-general of Canada commonly refides at Quebec ; but 
he frequently* goes to Montreal, and generally fpends the winter there. In fummer 
they chiefly refide at Quebec, on account of the king’s fhips, which arrive there 
during that feafon, and bring him letters, which he muft anfwer; befides other 
buftnefs which comes in about that time. During his refidence in Montreal he lives in 

* v 1 f fre " <-^ r ‘ mentions before, that this name is given to the efclepias fyriaca. F. 

t Mr. Ralm describes it thus : poa culmo fubcompreflb panicula tenuifiima, fpicolis trifloris minimis, 
fiofculisbab pubelccntibus. 

the 
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the caftle, as it b called, which is a large houfe of (lone, built by Governor-general 
Vaudreuil, and ftili belonging to his family, who hire it to the King 

They have in Canada fcarce any other but paper-currency. I hardly ever faw any 
com, except French fols, confiftmg of brafs, with a very final! mixture of filver ; they 
were quite thin by conftant circulation, and were valued at a fol and a half. The bills 
are not printed, but written. Their origin is as follows: the French King having 
found it very dangerous to fend money for the pay of the troops, and other purpofcs, 
°* er . to a Ca ! ia< J a ’ ot } amount of privateers, flupvvrccks, and other accidents ; he ordered 
that mftead of it the mtendant, or King’s fteward, at Quebec, or the commiffary at 
Montreal, fhould write bdls for the value of the ftftns which are due to the troops, 
and which they diftnbute to each foldier. On thefe bills is inferibed, that they bear 
the value of luch or fuch a fum, till next October; and they are figned by theinten- 
dant, or the commiffary; and m the interval they bear the value of money. In the 
month of October, at a certain hated time, every one brings the bills in his poffdfion 
5 *?. ^he intenclant at Quebec, or the commiffary at Montreal, who exchanges them for 
bills ol exchange upon France, which are paid there in lawful money, at the King’s 
exchequer, as foon as they are prelented. If rh® money is not yet wanted, the bill 
may be kept till next October, when it may be exchanged by one of thofe gentlemen, 
fora bill upon France. The paper money can only be delivered in October, and ex¬ 
changed for bills upon 1 -ranee. They are of different values, and fome do not exceed 
a hvre, and perhaps fome are fhll Ids. Towards autumn, when the merchants’ fhips 
come in horn l 1 ranee, the merchants endeavour to get as many bills as they can, and 
change them for bills upon the French treafury. Thefe bills are partly printed, fpaccs 
being left for the name, lum, &c. ; but the firft bill, or paper currency is all wrote, and 
is therefore fubjed to be counterfeited, which has fometimes been done j but the great 
punifhmonts w hich have been inflicted upon the authors of thefe forged bills, and which 
generally ai e capital, have deterred people from attempting it again ; fo that examples 
ol this kind are very fcarce ar prelent. As there is a great want of finall coin here, the 
buyers or fellers were frequently obliged to luffer a finall lols, and could pay no inter- 
mediate prices between one livre and two *. 1 

They commonly give one hundred and fifty livros a year to a faithful and diligent 
footman, and to a maid-lervam of the fame character one hundred livres. A journey- 
inan to an ai till: gets three or four livres a day, and a common labouring man gets 
thirty or forty fols a day. The fcarcity of labouring people occafions the wages to be fo 
high; for almofj every body finds it fo eafy to let up as a farmer in this uncultivated 
country, where he can live well, and at a finall expence, that he docs not care to ferve 
and work for others. 

Montreal is the iecond town in Canada, in regard to fize and wealth ; but it is the 
firft on account of its fine fituation, and mild climate. Somewhat above the town, the 
river St. Lawrence divides into feveral branches, and by that means forms fevcral 
iflands, and among which the file of Montreal is the greateft. It is !Ei Frendi miles 
long, and near four broad, in its broad eft parr. The town of Montreal is built on the 
ealtem fide of theifland, and clofe to one of the moll confidcrable branches of the river 
St. Lawrence; and thus it receives a very pleafant and advantageous fituation. The 
town has a quadrangular form, or rather it is a redanguiar parallelogram, the long and 

* The fol is the low-eft. com in Canada, and is about the value of a penny in the Enprlifh colonies. A livre, 
nr franc, (for they arc both the fame) contains twenty fols5 and three livres, or franca, make i.u ecu* 01 
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eaftern fide of which extends Salong the great branch of the river. On the other fide 
it is furrounded with excellent corn-fields, charming meadows, and delightful woods. 
It has got the name of Montreal from a great mountain, about half a mile weftwards of 
the town, and lifting its head far above the woods. Monfieur Cartier, one of the firft 
Frenchmen who furveyed Canada more accurately, called this mountain fo, on his 
arrival in this ifland, in the year 1535, when he vifited the mountain, and the Indian 
town Ilofhelaga near it. The priefts who, according to the Roman Catholic way, 
would call every place in this country after fome faint or other, calling Montreal, 
Ville Marie, but they have not been able to make this name general, for it has always 
kept its firft name. It is pretty well fortified, and furrounded with a high and thick 
wall. On the eaft fide it has the river St. Lawrence, and on all the other fides a deep 
ditch filled with water, which fccures the inhabitants againft all danger from the hid¬ 
den incurfions of the enemy’s troops. However, it cannot long ftand a regular fiegc, 
becaufe it requires a great garrilon, on account of its extent ; and becaufc it confifts 
chiefly of wooden houfes. Here are feveral churches, of which I (hall only mention 
that belonging to the friars of the order of St. Sulpitius, that of the Jefuits, that of the 
Francifcan friars, that belonging to the nunnery, and that of the hofpital; of which 
the firft is however by for the fineft, both in regard to its outward and inward orna¬ 
ments, not only in this place, but in all Canada. The priefts of the feminary of 
St. Sulpitius have a fine large houfe, where they live'togelher. The college of the 
Francifcan friars is likewife fpacious, and has good walls, but it is not fo magnificent as 
the former. The college of the Jefuits is iipall, but well built. To each of thefe 
three buildings arc annexed fine large gardens, for the amufement, health, and ufe of 
the communities to which they belong. Some of the houfes in the town are built of 
ftonc, but mod of them are of timber, though very 1 neatly built. Each of the better 
fort of houfes has a door towards the ftreet, with a feat on each fide of it, for amufe¬ 
ment and recreation in the morning and evening. The long ftreets arc broad and ftrait, 
and divided at right angles by the fhort ones : fome are paved, but inoft of them very 
uneven. The gates of the town are numerous; on the call fide of the town to¬ 
wards the river are five, two great and three leffer ones j and on the other fide are 
likewife feveral. The governor-general of Canada, when he is at Montreal, refides in 
* the caftle, which the government hires for that purpofe of the family of Vaudreuil; 
but the governor of Montreal is obliged to buy or hire a houfe in town ; though I was 
told, that the government contributed towards paying the rents. 

In the town is a nunnery, and without its walls half a one j for though the laft was 
quite ready, however, it had not yet been confirmed by the pope. In the firft they do 
not receive every girl that offers herfeif j for their parents muft pay about five hundred 
ecus, or crowns, for them. Some indeed are admitted for three hundred 'ecus, but 
they are obliged to ferve thofe who pay more than they. No poor girls are taken 
in. 

The King has? erefted a hofpital for fick foldiers here. The fick perfon there is pro¬ 
vided with every thing he wants, and the King pays twelve fols every day for his ftay, 
attendance, &c. The furgeons are paid by the King. When an officer is brought to 
. this hofpital, who is fallen fick in the fervice of the crown, he receives victuals and 
attendance gratis: but if he has got a ficknefs in the execution of his private concerns, 
and coined to be cured here, he muft pay it out of his own purfe. When there is 
rqpm enough in the hofpital, they likewife take in fome of the fick inhabitants of the 
town and country. They have the medicines, and the attendance of the furgeons, 
gratis, but muft pay twelve fols per day for meat, &c. 

10 Every 
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Every Friday is a market-day, when the country peoplfe come to the tovra with pro- 
vifions, and thofe who want them muft fupply themfelves on that day, becaufe it is 
the only market-day in the whole week. On that day likewife a number of Indians 
come to town, to fell their goods, and buy others. 

The declination of the magnetic needle was here ten degrees and thirty-eight minutes 
weft. Mr. Gillion, one of the priefts here, who had a particular tafte for mathematics 
and aftronomy, had drawn a taeridian in the garden of the feminary, which he faid he 
had examined repeatedly by the fun and ftars, and found to be very exa&. I com¬ 
pared my compafs with it, taking care that no iron was near it, and found its declination 
juft the fame as that which I have before mentioned. 

According to Monfieur Gillion’s obfervations, the latitude of Montreal is forty-five 
degrees and twenty-feven minutes. 

Monfieur Pontarion, another prieft, had made thcrmomelrical obfervations in Mont¬ 
real, from the beginning of this year 1749. He made ufe of Reaumur’s thermometer, 
which he placed fometirnes in the window half open, and fometimcs in one quite open, 
and accordingly it will feldom mark the greateft degree of cold in the air. However, 
I fhall give a fhort abftrad of his obfervations for the winter months. In January the 
greateft cold was on the i8fh day of the month, when the Reaumurian thermometer 
was twenty-three degrees below the freezing point. The leaft degree of cold was on 
the 31ft of the fame month, w'hen it was juft at the freezing point, but moil of the 
days of this month it was from twelve to fifteen degrees below the freezing point. In 
February the greateft cold was on the 19th and z 5th, when the thermometer was four¬ 
teen degrees below the freezing point; and the leaft was on the 3d day of that month, 
when it rofe eight degree.} above the freezing point ; but it was generally eleven degrees 
below it. In March the greateft <?old was oh the 3d, when it was ten degrees below the 
freezing point, and on the 22d, 23d, and 24th, it was mildeft, being fifteen degrees 
above it: in general it was four degrees below it. In April the greateft degree of cold 
happened on the 7th, the thermometer being five degrees below the freezing point; the 
25th was the mildeft day, it being twenty degrees above the freezing point; but in 
general it was twelve degrees above it. Thel'e arc the contents chiefly of Monfieur 
Pontarion’s obfervations during thofe months; but I found, by the manner he made 
his obfervations, that the cold had every day been from four to fix degrees greater than 
he had marked it. He had likewife marked in his journal, that the ice in the river 
St. Lawrence broke on the 3d of April at Montreal, and only on the 20th day of that 
month at Quebec:. On the 3d of May fome trees began to flower at Montreal, and on 
the 1 ith the hoary Croft was l'o great, that the trees were quite covered with it, as with 
fnow. The ice in the river clofe to this town is every winter above a French foot 
thick, and fometimcs it is two of fuch feet, as I was informed by all whom I 
confulted on that head. 

Several of the friars here told me, that the fummers were remarkably longer in Ca¬ 
nada, fince its cultivation, than they ufed to be before ; it begins earlier, and ends later. 
The winters, on the other hand, are much fliorter ; but the friars were of opinion, 
that they were as hard as formerly, though they were not of the fame duration; and 
likewife, that the fummer at prefent was no hotter than it ufed to be. The coldeft 
winds at Montreal are thofe from the north and north-weft. 

Aug. 2d. Early this morning we left Montreal, and went in a bateau on. our jour- 
ney to Quebec, in company with the fecond major of Montreal, M. de Sermonville. 
We fell tUiwn the river St. Lawrence, which was here pretty broad on our left; on the 
north-welt fide was the ille of Montreal, and on the right a number of other ifies, and 
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th# fllore. The ifle of Montreal was clofely inhabited along the river; and it was very 
plain, and the rifmg land near the fhore confifted of pure mould, and was between 
three or four yards high. The woods were cut down along the river-fide, for the 
diftance of an Englilh mile. The dwelling-houfes were built of wood, or ftone, indif- 
criminately, and white-walhed on the outfide. The other buildings, fuch as barns, 
ftables, &c, were all of wood. The ground next to the river was turned either into 
corn-fields or meadows. Now and then we perceived churches on both fides of the 
river, the fteeples of which were generally on that fide of the church which looked 
towards the river, becaufe they are not obliged here to put the fteeples on the weft end 
of the churches. Within fix French miles of Montreal we faw feveral iflands of 
different fizes on the river, and moft of them were inhabited; and if fome of them 
were without houfes on them, they were fometimes turned into corn-fields, but gene¬ 
rally into meadows. We faw no mountains, hills, rocks, or ftones to-day, the country 
being flat throughout, and confifting of pure mould. 

All the farms in Canada Hand feparate from each other, fo that each farmer has his 
poffeflions entirely diftinct from thofe of his neighbour. Each church, it is true, has a 
little village near it; but thatconfifts chiefly of the parfonage, a fchool for the boys and 
girls of the place, and of the houfes of tradefmen, but rarely of farin-houfes ; and if 
that was the cafe, yet their fields were feparated. The farin-houfes hereabouts are 
generally built all along the rifiug banks of the riyer, either clofe to the water or at 
lomc diftance from it, and about three or four arpens from each other. To fome 
farms are annexed fmall orchards: but they ajx* in general without them; however, 
almoft every fanner has a kitchen-garden. 

I have been told by all thofe who have made journics to the fouthern parts of Canada, 
and to the river Mifliflippi, that the vvoods'therc abound with peach-trees, which bear 
excellent fruit, and that the Indians of thofe parts fay, that thofe trees have been there 
fince time immemorial. 

The farm-houfes are generally built of ftone, but fometimes of timber, and have 
three or four rooms. The windows are fcldom of glafs, but mofl frequently of paper. 
They have iron ftoves in one of the rooms, and chimnies in the reft. The roofs arc 
covered with boards. The crevices and chinks are filled up with clay. The other 
’buildings are covered with ftraw. 

There arc feveral croffes put up by the road fide, which is parallel to the ft j ores of 
the river. Thefc croffes are very common in Canada, and are put up to excite devotion 
in the traveller. They are made of wood, five or fix yards high, and proportionally 
broad. In that fide which looks towards the road is a fquare bole, in which they 
place an image of our Saviour, the crofs, or of the holy Virgin, with the child in her 
arms; and before that they put s piece of glafs, to prevent its being fpoiled by the 
weather. Thofe croffes, which arc not far from churches, are very much adorned, 
and they put up about them all the inftruments which they think the Jews employed 
in crucifying ouv Saviour, fuch as a hammer, tongs, nails, a flafk of vinegar, and per¬ 
haps many more than were really made ufe of. A figure of the cock, which crowed 
when St. Peter denied our Lord, is commonly put at the top of the crofs. 

_ The country on both fides was very delightful to-day, and the fine ftate of its cultiva¬ 
tion added greatly to the beauty of the fccne. It could really be called a village, 
beginning at Montreal, and ending at Quebec, which is a diftance of more than one 
hundred and eighty miles; for the farm-houfes are never above five arpens, and fome¬ 
times but three, afundcr, a few places excepted. The profpeft is exceedingly,beautiful, 
when the river goes on for fome miles together in a ftrait line, becaufe it then 
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Ihortens the didances between the houfes, and makes them form exactly one continued 
village. 

• All the women in the country, without exception, wear caps of fome kind or other. 
Their jackets are fhort, and fo are their petticoats, which fcarce reach down to the 
middle of their legs; and they have a filver crol's hanging down on'the bread. In 
general they are very laborious; however, 1 faw fome, who, like the Englifh women in 
the colonies, did nothing but prattle all the day. When they have any thing to do within 
doors, they (efpecially the girls) commonly fing fongs, in which the words Amour and • 
Coeur are vfcrv frequent. In the country it is ufual, that when the hufband receives a 
vifit from perfons of rank, and dines with them, his wife (lands behind and ferves him ; 
but in the towns, the ladies are more didinguifhed, and would willingly aflame an equal, 
if not a fuperior, power to their hufbands. When they go out of doors they wear 
long cloaks, which cover all their other clothes, and are either grey, brown, or blue. • 
The men fometimes make ufe of them, when they arc obliged to go in the rain. The 
women have the advantage of being in a difhabille under thel'e cloaks, without any¬ 
body’s perceiving it. 

We fometimes faw wind-mills near the farms. They were generally built of done, 
with a roof of boards, which, together with its flyers, could be turned to the wind 
occafionally. , 

The breadth of the river was not always equal to-day; in the narrowed place it was 
about a quarter of an Englifh mile broad ; in other parts it was near two Englifh miles- 
The fhore was fometimes high and deep, and fometimes low, or Hoping. 

At three o’clock this afternoon we palled by the river, which falls into the river 
St. Lawrence, and comes from Lake Champlain, in the middle of which latter is a large 
ifland. The yachts which go between Montreal and Quebec, go on the fouth-eaft 
fide of this ifland, becaufe it is deeper there; but the boats prefer the north-wed fide, 
becaufe it is nearer, and yet deep enough for them. Befides this island there are 
fcveral more hereabouts, which are all inhabited. Somewhat further, the country on 
both fides the river is uninhabited, till we come to the lac St. Pierre; becaufe it is 
fo low, as to be quite overflowed at certain times of the year. 'Fo make up for this 
deficiency, the country, I am told, is as thickly inhabited further from the river, as we 
found ir along the banks of the river. 

Lac St. Pierre is a part of the river St. Lawrence, which is lb broad that we could 
hardly fee any thing but Iky and water before us, and 1 was every where told, that it is- 
feven French miles long, and three broad. From the middle of this lake as it is called, 
you fee a large high country in the wed, which appears above the woods. In the lake * 
are many places covered with a kind of mill, or feirpus paludris, Linn. There are no 
houfes in light on either fide of the lake, becaufe the land is rather too low there; and 
in fpring the water riles fo high, that they may go with boats between the trees. 
However, at fome didance from the fhores, where the ground is higher, the farms are 
clofe together. We faw no iflands in the lake this afternoon, but the next day we met 
with fome. t 

Late in the evening we left lake St. Pierre, and rowed up a little river called Riviere 
de Loup, in order to come to a houfc where we might pals the night. Having rowed 
about an Englifh mile, we found the country inhabited on both fules of the river. Its 
fhores are high ; but the country in general is flat. We pafled the night’ in a farra- 
houfp. The territory of Montreal extends to this place; but here begins the jurifjiic- 
tion of the governor of Trois Rivieres, to which place they reckon eight French miles 
from, hence. 
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Aug. 3d. At five o’clock in the morning we fet out again, and firft rowed down 
the little river till we came into the lake St. Pierre, which we went downwards. After 
we had gone a good way* we perceived a high chain of mountains in the north-weft, 
which were very much elevated above the low, flat country. The north-weft lhore of 
lake St. Pierre was now in general very elofely inhabited; but on the fouth-caft fide we 
faw no houfes, and only a country covered with woods, which is fometimes faid to be 
under water, but behind which there are, as I am told, a great number of farms. 

• Towards the end of the lake, the river went into its proper bounds again, being not 
above a mile and a half broad, and afterwards it grows ftill narrower. From the end 
of lake St. Pierre to Trois Rivieres, they reckon three French miles, and about 
eleven o’clock in the morning wc arrived at the latter place, where we attended divine 
fcrvice. 

Trois Rivieres is a little market town, which had the appearance of a large village ; 
it is however reckoned among the three great towns of Canada, which are Quebec, 
Montreal, and Trois Rivieres. It is faid to lie in the middle between the two firft, 
and thirty French miles diftant from each. The town is built on the north fide of the 
river St. Lawrence, on a flat, elevated fand, and its fituation is very pleafant. On one 
fide the river paffes by, which is here an Englilh mile and a half broad. On the other 
fide, arc fine corn fields, though the foil is very much mijted with fand. In the town 
are two churches of ftone, a nunnery, and a houfe for the friars of the order of 
St. Francis. This town is likewife the feat of the third governor in Canada, whofe 
houfe is likewife of ftone. Moft of the other houfes are of timber, a fingle (lory high, 
tolerably well built, and ftand very much afunder ; and the ftreets are crooked. The 
ihore here confifts of fand, and the riling grounds along it arc pretty high. When the 
wind'is very violent here, it raifes the fand, and blows it about the ftreets, making it 
very troublefome to walk in them. The nuns, which are about twenty-two in number, 
are reckoned very ingenious in all kinds of needle-work. This town formerly flourifhed 
more than any other in Canada, for the Indians brought their goods to it from all fides; 
but fihee that time they go to Montreal and Quebec, and to the F.nglilh, on account of 
their wars with the Iroquefe, or five nations, and for feveral other reafons, fo that this 
tpwn is at prefent very much reduced by it. Its prefent inhabitants live chiefly by 
agriculture, though the neighbouring iron-works may lerve in feme meafure to fupport 
them. About an Englifh mile below the town, a great river falls into the river 
St. Lawrence, but firft divides into three branches, fo that it appears as if three rivers 
difembogued themfelves there. This has given occafion to call the rivenand this town, 
‘Trois Rivieres (the Three Rivers.) 

The tide goes about a French mile above Trois Rivieres, though it is fo trifling as to 
be hardly obfervable. But about the equinokes, and at the new moons and full moons 
in fpring and autumn, the difference between the higheft and loweft water is two feet. 
Accordingly the tide in this river goes very far up, for from the above-mentioned place 
to the fca they reckon about a hundred and fifty French miles. 

Whilft my company were refting, I went on horfeb%ck to view the iron-work. The 
country which I paffed through was pretty high, fandy, and generally flat. I faw neither 
ftoncs nor mountains here. 

The iron-work, which is the only one in this country, lies three miics to the weft of 
Trois Rivieres. Here are two great forges, befides two leffer ones to each of the great 
ones, and under the fame roof with them. The bellows were made of wood,, and 
every thing elfe, as it is inSwedilh forges. The melting ovens ftand clofe to the forges, 
and m the lame as ours. The ore is got two French miles and a half from the iron 

works 



KALM's TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA. 631 

works, and is carried thither on fledges. It is a kind of moor ore *, which lies in 
veins, within fix inches or a foot from the furface of the ground. Each vein is from 
fix to eighteen inches deep, and below it is a white laud. . The veins are furrounded 
with this fand on both fides, and covered at the top with a thin mould. The ore is 
pretty rich and lies in loofe lumps in the veins, of the fize of two fids, though there 
are a few which are near eighteen inches thick. Thefe lumps are full of holes which 
are filled with ochre. The* ore is fo foft that it may be crufhed betwixt the fingers. 
They make ufe of a grey lime-ftone, which is broke in the neighbourhood, for pro- , 
moting the fufibility of the ore ; to that purpofe they likewife employ a clay marie, 
which is found near this place. Charcoals are to be had in great abundance here, 
becaufe all the country round this place is covered with woods, which have never been 
llirred. The charcoals from ever-green trees, that is, from the fir kind, are bed for 
the forge, but thofe of deciduous trees are bed for the fmelting oven. The iron which 
is here made, was to me delcribcd as loft, pliable, and tough, and is laid to have the * 
quality of not being attacked by rud fo cafily as other iron; and in this point there 
appears a great difference between the Spanilh iron and this in (hip building. This 
iron-work was fird founded in 1737, by private perfons, who afterwards ceded it to 
the king; they cad cannon and mortars here of different fixes, iron doves, which arc 
in ufe all over Canada, kettles, &c., not to mention the bars which are made here. 
They have likewife tried to make deel here, but cannot bring it to any great perfection, 
becaufe they are unacquainted with the bed manner of preparing it. Here are many 
officers and overleers, who have very good houfes, built on purpofe for them. It is 
agreed on all hands, that the revenues of the iron-work do not pay the expences which 
the king mud every year be at in maintaining it. They lay the fault on the bad date 
of population, and fay that the few inhabitants in the country have enough to do with 
agriculture, and that it therefore cods great trouble and large lurns to get a fuflicient 
number of workmen. But however plaufible this may appear, yet it is furprifing that 
the king fhould be a lofer in carrying on this work; for the ore is ealily broken, very 
near the iron-work, and very fufible. The iron is good, and can be very conveniently 
difperfed over the country. This is moreover the only iron-work in the country, 
from which every body mud fupply himfelf with iron tools, and what other iron he 
wants. But the officers and fervants belonging to the iron-work, appear to be in very 
affluent circumdances. A river runs down from the iron-work into the river St. Law¬ 
rence, by which all the iron can be font in boats throughout the country at a low rate. 
In the evening 1 returned again to Trois Rivieres. 

Aug. .ph. At the dawn of day wc left this place and went on towards Quebec.. 
We found the land on the north fide of the river iomewhat elevated, fandy, and clofely 
inhabited along the water-fide. The fouth-ead fliore, we were told, is equally well 
inhabited ; but the woods along that fliore prevented our feeing the houfes, which are 
built further up in the country, the land clofc to the river being fo low as to be fubjeCt 
to annual inundations. Near Trois Rivieres, the river grows Iomewhat narrow ; but it 
enlarges again, as foon as you come a little below that place, and has the breadth of 
above two Englilh miles. 

As we went on, wo favv federal churches of done, and often very well built ones. 
The fhores of the river are clofely inhabited for about three quarters of an Englifh mile 

I 

• Tophus tubalcaini, Linn. Syft. Nat III. p, 187. n. 5. Minna ferri fnbaquofa nigro cicrulefcens. 
Wall. Mineral p. 261. Germ. Ed. p. 340. n. 3. Iron ochre# in the lhape of crufts, are fometimes 
cavernous,' 38 the brufli ore. Forftcr's Mineral, p. 4S. 
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up the country; but beyond that, the woods and the wildemefs inqpcafe.' AH the 
rivulets falling into the river St. Lawrence are likewife well inhabited on both fides. I 
obferved throughout Canada, that the cultivated lands lie only along the river 
St. Lawrence, and the other rivers in the country, the environs of towns excepted, 
round which the country is ail cultivated and inhabited within the diftance of 
twelve or eighteen F.nglilh miles. The great iilands in the river are likewife 
inhabited. * 

The Ihores of the river now became higher, more oblique and fteep, however they 
confided chiefly of earth. Now and then fome rivers, or great brooks, fall into the 
river St. Lawrence, among which one of the inoft confiderable is the Riviere Puante, 
which unites to the fouth-caft fide with the river St. Lawren'ce, about two French miles 
below Trois Rivieres, and has on its banks, a little way from its mouth, a town called 
Bccancourt, which is w holly inhabited by Abenakce Indians, who have been converted 
to the Roman Catholic religion, and have Jefuits among them. At a great diftance, 
on the north-weft fide of the river, we favv a chain of very high mountains, running from 
north to fouth, elevated above the reft of the country, which is quite flat here without 
any remarkable hills. 

Here were feveral lime kilns along the river; and the lime-ftone employed in them 
is broke in the neighbouring high grounds. It is compact and grey, and the lime it 
yields is pretty white. 

The fields here are generally fown with wheat, oats, maize, and peafe. Gourds and 
water-melons are planted in abundance near the Jurats. 

A humming bird (trochillus colubris) flew among the bullies, in a place where we 
landed to-day. The French call it oifeau mouchc, and lay it is pretty common in Canada j 
and I have feen it fincc feveral times at Oueb'ec. 

About five o’clock in the afternoon we were obliged to take our night’s lodgings 
on Ihore, the wind blowing very ftrong again!! us, and being attended with rain. I 
found that the nearer we came 10. Quebec, the more open and free from woods was 
the country. The place where we palled the night is diftaut from Quebec twelve 
French miles. 

They have a very peculiar method of catching filh near the Ihore here. They place 
hedges along the Ihore, made of twilled oziers, lo clofc that no filh can get through 
them, and from one foot to a yard high, according to the different depth of the water. 
For this purpofe they choofc Inch places where the water runs oft’ during the ebb, and 
leaves the hedges quite dry. Within this inclofure they place feveral vgheels, or filh- 
*■ traps, in the form of cylinders, but broader below. They are placed upright, and are 
about a yard high, and two feet and a half wide : on one fide near the bottom is an 
entrance for the fifties, made of twigs, and fometimes of yarn made into a net. 
Oppofite lo this entrance, on the other fide of the wheel, looking towards the lower 
part of the river, is another entrance, like the firft, and le&jjag to a box of boards 
about four icet long, two deep, and two broad.' Near each of the wheels is a hedge 1 , 
leading obliquely to the long hedge, and making an acute angle with it. This latter 
hedge is made in order to lead the filh into the trap, and it is placed on that end of the 
long hedge which looks towards the upper part of the river; now when the tide 
comes up the river, the lilh, and chiefly 'be eels, go up with it along the river fide j 
when the enter begins to ebb, the filh likewife go down the river, and meeting with 
the hedges, they fvu'm along them, till they come through tlie wheels into the boxes 
ti boards, at the top of which there is a hole with a cover, through which, the filh 

could 
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could be taken out. This apparatus is chiefly made on account of the eels. In fome 
places hereabouts they place nets inftead of the hedges of twigs. 

The Ihores of the river now confifted no more of pure’earth; but of a fpecies of 
(late. They are very fteep, and nearly perpendicular here, and the flates of which 
they confift are black, with a brown calf ; and divifiblc into thin Olivers, no thicker 
than the back of a knife. Thefe flates moulder as foon as they arc expofed to the open 
air, and the fhore is covered with grains of final! fand, which are nothing but particles 
of fuch mouldered flates. Some of theftrata run horizontal, others obliquely, dipping . 
to the fouth, and rifmg to the north, and fometimes the contrary way. Sometimes 
they form bendings like large femicircles: fometimes a perpendicular line cuts off the 
ftrata, to the depth of two feet; and the flates on both fides of the line form a perpen¬ 
dicular and fmooth wall. In fome places hereabouts, they find amongff the flates a 
ftratum about four inches thick of a grey, compaft, but pretty loft lime-ftone, of. 
which the Indians for many centuries have made, and the French at prefent (fill make, 
tobacco-pipes *. 

Auguit 5th. This morning we continued our journey by rowing, the contrary 
wind hindering us from failing. The appearance of the lhorcs was the fame as yefter- 
day; they were high, pretty fteep, and quite perpendicular; and confifted of the black 
flate before deferibed. Thg country at the top was a plain without eminences, and 
clofely inhabited along the river, for about the fpacc of an Englifh mile and a half inland. 
Here are no iflandsin this part of the river, but feveral ftonv places, perceptible at low 
water only, which have feveral times*proved fatal to travellers. The breadth of the 
river varies; in fome parts it was a little more than three quarters of a mile, in others 
half a mile, and in fome above two miles. The inhabitants made ufe of the fame 
method of catching eels along* the fhores here, as that which l have juft before 
mentioned. In many places they make ufe of nets made of ofiers inftead of the 
hedge. 

Bugs (cimex leclularius) abound in Canada; and I met with them in every place where 
I lodged, both in the towns and country, and the people know of no other remedy for 
them than patience. 

The crickets (gryllus domefticus) are alfo abundant in Canada, efpecially in the 
country, where thefe difagreeable guefts lodge in the chiinnics; nor are they uncommon 
in the towns. They ftay here both fummer and winter, and frequently cut cloths in 
pieces for paftime. 

The cock-rpaches (blatta orientalis) have never been found in the houfes here. 

The fhores of jhe river grow more Hoping as you come nearer to Quebec. To the, 
northward appears a high ridge of mountains. About two French miles and a half 
from Quebec the river becomes very narrow, the Ibort-s being within the reach of a 
mufket-fhot from each other. The country on both fides was Hoping, hilly, covered 
with trees, and had many fmall rocks; the fhore was ftony. About four o’clock in 
the afternoon we happily arrived at Quebec. The city does not appear till one is clofe 
to it, the prolpeft being intercepted by a high mountain on the fouth fide. However, 
a part of the fortifications appear at a good diftance, being fituate on the fame moun¬ 
tain. As ioon as the foldiers, who were with us, law Quebec, they called out, that 

* Tim lime-(tone teems to be a marie, or rather a kind of ftonr marl: for there :s a wjiitilh k : nd of it 
in the Krim Tartary, amt near Stiva or Thebes, in Greece, which is employed by the Turks and Tartars 
far snaking heads of pipes, and that from the fir it place is called lvelFtkil, amt in the latter. Sea-Scum : it 
may be very ealily cut, but grows harder in time. F. 
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all thofe who had never been there before (hould be ducked, if they did not pay fome- 
thing to releafe themfelves. This cuftom even the governor-general of Canada is 
obliged to fubmit to, on his firft journey to Montreal. We did not care when we came 
in fight of this town to be exempted from this old cuftom, which is very advantageous 
to the rowers, as it enables them to fpend a merry evening on their arrival at Quebec, 
after their troublefome labour. 

Immediately after my arrival, the officer who had accorfipanied me from Montreal, 
led me to the palace of the then vice-governor-general of Canada, the Marquis la 
* Galiflonniere, a nobleman of uncommon qualities, who behaved towards me with 
extraordinary goodnefs, during the, time he ftaid in this country. He had already 
ordered fome apartments to be got ready for me, and took care to provide tne with 
every thing I wanted j befides honouring me fo far to invite me to his table, almoft 
every day I was in town. 

Auguft 6th. Quebec, the chief city in Canada, lies on the weftem (bore of the 
river St. Lawrence, clofe to the water’s edge, on a neck of land, bounded by that 
river on the eaft fide, and by the river St. Charles on the north fide; the mountain, 
on which the town is built, rifes ftill higher on the fouth fide, and behind it begin 
great paftures ; and the fame mountain likewife extends a good way weftward. The 
city is diftinguiihed into the lower and the upper *. The lower lies on the river eaft- 
ward of the upper. The neck of land I mentioned before,' was formed by the dirt and 
filth, which had from time to time been accumulated there, and by a rock which lay 
that way, not by any gradual* diminution of the water. The upper city lies above the 
other, on a high hill, and takes up five or fix times the fpace of the lower, though it 
is not quite fo populous. The mountain, on which the upper city is fituated, reaches 
above the houfes of the lower city. Notwithftanding the latter are three or four ftories 
high, and the view, from the palace of the lower city (part of which is immediately 
under it) is enough to caufe a fwimming of the head. There is only one eafy way of 
getting to the upper city, and there part of the mountain has been blown up. This 
road is very fteep, notwithftanding it is made winding and ferpentine. However, they 
go up and down it in carriages, and with waggons. All the other roads up the moun¬ 
tain are fo fteep, that it is very difficult to clime to the top of them. Moft of the 
^merchants live in the lower city, where the houfes are built very clofe together. The 
ftreets in it are narrow, very rugged, and almoft always wet. There is likewife a 
church, and a ftnall market-place. The upper city is inhabited by people of quality, 
by feveral perfons belonging to the different offices, by tradefmen, and others. Ia this 
part are the chief buildings of the town, among which the following are'worthy parti¬ 
cular notice. 

I. The palace is fituated on the weft or fteepeft fide of the mountain, juft‘above 
the lower city. It is not properly a palace, but a large building of ftone, two ftories 
high, extending north and fouth. On the weft fide of it is a court-yard, furrounded 
partly with a wall,, and partly with houfes. 0» the eaft fide, or towards the river, is 
a gallery as long as the whole building, and about two fathom broad, paved with 
fmooth flags, and included on the outfides by iron rails, from whence the city and the 
river exhibit a charming profpect. This gallery ferves as a very agreeable walk after 
dinner, and thofe who come to fpeak with the governor-general wait here till he is at 
leifure. The palace is the lodging of the governor-general of Canada, and a number 
of foldiers mount the guard before it, both at the gate and in the court-yard j and 


• La haute villc and la baffc ville. 
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when the governor, or the biihop, comes in or goes out, they muft all appear in 
arms, and beat the drum. The governor-general has his own chapel where he hears 
prayers; however he often goes to mafs at the church of the* Recolets *, which is very 
near the palace. 

II. The churches in this town are feven or eight in number, and all built of ftone. 

1. The cathedral church is on the right hand, coming from the lower to the upper 
city, fomewhat beyond the Bifhop’s houfe. The people were at prefent employed in 
ornamenting it. On its weft fide is a round fteeple, with two divifions, in the lower 
of which are fome bells. The pulpit, and feme other parts within the church, are 
gilt. The feats are very fine. 

2. The Jefuits church is built in the form of a crols, and has a round fteeple. 
This is the only church that has a clock, and I (hall mention it more particularly 
below. 

3. The Recolets church is oppofite the gate of the palace, on the weft fide, looks 
well, and has a pretty high pointed fteeple, with a divifion below for the bells. 

4. The church of the Urfulines has a round fpire. 

5. The church of the hofpital. 

6. The bifhop’s chapel. 

7. The church in the lower city was built in 1690, after the town had been deli¬ 
vered from the Englifh, and is called Notre Dame de la Vi&oire. It has a finall fteeple 
in the middle of the roof, fquarc at the bottom, and round at the top. 

8. The little chapel of the governor,general may likewife be ranked amongft thefe 
churches. 

III. The bifhop’s houfe is the firft, on the right hand, coming from the lower to the 
upper town. It is a fine large building, fiirrounded by an extenfive court-yard and 
kitchen garden on one fide, and by a wall on the other. 

IV. The college of the Jefuits, which I will deferibe more particularly. It has a 
much more noble appearance, in regard to its fize and architecture, than the palace it- 
felf, and would be proper for a palace, if it had a more advantageous fituation. It is 
about four times as large as the palace, and is the fineft building in town. It ftands on 
the north fide of a market, on the fouth fide of which is the cathedral. 

V. The houfe of the Recolets lies to the weft, near the palace and direftly over 
againft it, and confifts of a fpacious building, with a large orchard, and kitchen garden. 
The houfe is two ftories high; in each ftory is a narrow gallery with rooms and halls 
on one or both fides. 

VI. The Hotel dc Dieu, where the fick are taken care of, fhall be deferibed in the 
fequel. The nuns that ferve the fick, are of the Auguftine order. 

VII. The houfe of the clergy f is a large building, on the north-eaft fide of the ca¬ 
thedral. Here is on one fide a fpacious court, and on the other towards the river, a 
great orchard, and kitchen garden. Of all the buildings in the town none has fo fine 
a profpeft as that in the garden belonging to this houfe, which lies on the high fhore, 
and looks a good way down the river. The Jefuits, on the other hand, have the worft, 
and hardly any profpeft at all from their college, nor have the Recolets any fine views 
from their houfe. In this building all the clergy of Quebec lodge with their fuperior. 
They have large pieces of land in feveral parts of Canada, presented to them by the 
government, from which they derive a very plentiful income. 

* A kind of Francifcan friars, called Ordo Sti. Francifct tlriftioris obfervantisE. 

+• Lc Scminaire. 
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VIII. The convent of the Urfuline nuns fhall be *mentioned in the fequel. 

Thefe are all the chief public buildings in the town, but to the north-weft, juft before 
the town, is' * 

IX. The houfe of the intendant, a public building, whole fize makes it fit for a palace. 
It is covered with tin, and ftan<is in a fecond lower town, fituated fouthward upon 
the river St. Charles. It has a large and fine garden on its north fide. In this houfe 
all the deliberations concerning this province are held; aifld the gentlemen who have 
the management of the police and the civil power meet here, and the intendant gene¬ 
rally prefides. In affairs of great confcquence the governor-general is likewife here. 
On one fide of this houfe is the ftore-houie of the crown, and on the other the 
prifon. 

Moft of the hcul'es in Quebec are built of (tone, and in the upper city they are ge¬ 
nerally but one {lory high, the public buildings excepted. I faw a few wooden houfes 
in the town, but they mull not be rebuilt when decayed. The houfes and churches 
in the city are not built of bricks, but the black liinc-ilates of which the mountain 
confifts, whereon Quebec Rands. When thefe lime-ilates arc broke at a good depth 
in the mountain, they look very ccmpaft at firft, and appear to have no {hivers, or 
lamellae, at all; but after being expofed awhile to the air, they feparate into thin leaves. 
Thefe flates are foft, and eafilv cut; and the city-walls, together with the garden-walls, 
confift chiefly of them. The roofs of the public buildings are covered with common 
flates, which are brought from France, becaufc there are none in Canada. 

The flated roofs have for feme years withftood the changes of air and weather, with¬ 
out fuffering any damage. The private houfes nave roofs of boards, which are laid 
parallel to the fpars, and fonietimes to the eaves, or fometimes obliquely. The comers 
of houfes are made of a grey fmall-grained lime-ftone, which has a llrong fmell, like the 
ftink-ftone*, and the windows are generally enchafed with it. This lime-llonc is more 
ufeful in thofe places than the lime-flates, which always fhiver in the air. The outfides 
of the houfes are generally white-walhed. The windows are placed on the inner fide of 
the walls; for they have fometimes double windows in winter. The middle roof has 
two, or at inoft three fpars, covered with boards only. The rooms are warmed in 
winter by fmall iron ftoves, which are removed in fummer. The floors are very dirty 
•■in every houle, and have all the appearance of being cleaned but once every year. 

The powder magazine ftands on the fummit of the mountain, on which the city is 
built, and fouthward of the palace. 

The ftreets in the upper city have a fufficient breadth, but are very rugged, on ac- 
r count of the rock on which it lies ; and this renders them very difagreeable and trou- 
blefome, both to foot-paffengers and carriages. The black lime-flates baffet out and 
project every where into {harp angles, which cut the {hoes in pieces. The ftreSts crofs 
other at all angles, and are very crooked. 

The many great orchards and kitchen-gardens near the houfe of the Jefuits, and 
other public and private buildings, make the town appear very large, though the num¬ 
ber of houfes it contains is not very confiderable. Its extent from fouth to north is 
laid to be about fix hundred toifes, and from the fliore of the river along the lower 
town, to the weftem wall, between three hundred and fifty and four hundred toifes 
It rauft be here obferved, that this fpace is not yet wholly inhabited; for on the welt 
and fouth fijle, along the town walls, are large pieces of land without any buildings on 

♦.Nitrum fuillum. Lynn. Syft. III. p. 86. I.apii fuillus prifmaticui, Waller. Mineral, p. 59. -a. 1. 
Stink-(lout, Fur^vi’i lnirod. to Minualogy, p. ijo. 

them, 
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them, and deftined to be built upon in future times, when the number of inhabitants 
will be increafed in Quebec. 

The bifliop, whofe fee is in the city, is the only bifhop ii* Canada. His diocefe ex¬ 
tends to Louisiana, on the Mexican gulf fouthward, and to the South Seas weftward. 

No bilhop, the Pope excepted, ever had a more extenfive diocefe. But his fpiritual 
flock is very inconfiderable at fome diftance from Quebec, and his fheep are often many 
hundred miles diftant from*each other. 

Quebec is the only fea-port and trading town in all Canada, and from thence all the 
produce of the country is exported. The port is below the town in the river, which is’ 
there about a quarter of a French mile broad, twenty-five fathoms deep, and its ground 
is very good tor anchoring. The fhips are fecured from all florins in this port j how¬ 
ever the north-eafl wind is the worn, becaufe it can act more powerfully. When I 
arrived here, I reckoned thirteen great and fmall veffels, and they expected more to 
come in. But it is to be remarked, that no other fhips than French ones can come* 
into the port, though they may come from any place in France, and likewife from the 
French pofleffions in the Weft Indies. All the foreign goods, which are found in Mont¬ 
real, and other parts of Canada, muft be taken from hence. The French merchants 
from Montreal, on their fide, after making a fix months flay among feveral Indian 
nations, in order to purchafe fkins of beafts and furs, return about the end of Auguft, 
and go down to Quebec in* September or Oftober, in order to fell their goods there. 
The privilege of felling the imported goods, it is faid, has vaftly enriched the merchants 
of Quebec } but this is contradicted by others, who allow that there a few in affluent 
circumftanccs, but that the generality poflefs no more than is abfolutely neceflary for 
their bare fubfiftence, and that feveral are very much in debt, which they fay is owing 
to their luxury and vanity. The merchants drefs very finely, and are extravagant in 
their repafts ; and their ladies are every day in full drefs, and as much adorned as if 
they were to go to court. 

The town is furrounded on almoft all fidcs by a high wall, and efpecially towards 
the land. It was not quite completed when I was there, and they were very bufy in 
finilhing it. It is built of the above-mentioned black lime-flate, and of a dark grey 
fand-ftone. For the corners of the gates they have employed a grey lime-ftone. They 
have not made any walls towards the water-fide, but nature feems to have worked for 
them, by placing a rock there which it is impofiible to afeend. All the riling land 
thereabouts is likewife fo well planted with cannon, that it feems impofiible for an 
enemy’s fhips or boats to come to the town without running into imminent danger of 
being funk. *On the land fide the town is likewife guarded by high mountains $ fo 
that nature and ifrt have combined to fortify it. 

Quebec was founded by its former governor, Samuel de Champlain, in the year 
1608. We are informed by hiftory, that its rife was very flow. In 1629, towards 
the end of July, it was taken by two Englilhmen, Lewis and Thomas Kerk, by capitu¬ 
lation, and furrendered to them by the above-mentioned de Champlain. At that time, 
Canada and Quebec were wholly defiitute of provifions; fo that they looked upon the 
Englilh more as their deliverers than their enemies. The above-mentioned Kerks 
were the brothers of the Englilh admiral David Kerk, who lay with his fleet fome- 
what lower in the river. In the year 1632, the French got the town of Quebec and 
all Canada returned to them by the peace. It is remarkable, that the French were 
doubtful whether they .Ihould reclaim Canada from the Englilh, or leave it to them. 
The greater part were of opinion, that to keep it would be of no advantage to France, 
becaufe*the country was cold, and the expences far exceeded its produce; and bccaufe 
France could not people lb extenfive a country, without weakening herfelf, as Spain 

2 had 
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had done before; that it was better to keep the people in France, and employ them 
in all forts of manufa&ures, which would oblige the other European powers who have 
colonies in America to bring their raw goods to French ports, and take French manu¬ 
factures in return. Thofe on the other hand, who had more extenfive views, knew 
that the climate was not fo rougfhas it had been reprefentcd. They likewife believed 
that that which caufed the expenccs was a fault of the company, becaufe they did not 
manage the country well. They would not have many people font over at once, but 
little by little, fo that France might not feel it. They hoped that this colony would 
in future times make France powerful, for its inhabitants would become more and 
more acquainted with the herring, whale, and cod fisheries, and likewife with the taking 
of feals; and that by this means Canada would become a fchool for training up fea- 
men. They further mentioned the feveral forts of furs, the converfion of the Indians, 
the {hip-building, and the various ufes of the extenfive woods. And laftly, that it 
would be a considerable advantage to France, even though they fliould reap no other 
benefit, to hinder by this means the progrefs of the Englilh in America, and of their 
encreafing power, which would otherwife become inlupportable to France; not to 
mention Several other reafons. 'l ime has {hewn that thel'e reafons were the refult of 
matureriudgment, and that they laid the foundation of the rife of France. It were to 
be wifhed that we had been of the fame opinion in Sweden, at a lime when we were 
actually in pofleflion of New Sweden, the fineft and bed province in all North America, 
or when we were yet in a condition to get the pofleflion of it. Wifdom and forefight 
does not only look upon the prplent times, but even extends its views to futurity. 

In the year 1663, at the beginning of February, the great earthquake was felt in 
Quebec and a great part of Canada, and there are ftill fome veftiges of its effe&s at 
that time ; however, no lives were loll. 

On the 16th of Odober 1690, Quebec was befieged by the Englifh general, William 
Phips, who was obliged to retire a few days after, with great lofs. The Englifh have 
tried feveral times to repair their lofl'es, but the river St. Lawrence has always been a 
very good defence for this country. An enemy, and one that is not acquainted with 
this river, cannot go upwards in it, without being ruined ; for in the neighbourhood 
of Quebec, it abounds with hidden rocks, and has ftrong currents in fome places, 
f hich oblige the fhips to make many windings. 

The name of Quebec, it is faid, is derived from a Norman word, on account of its 
fituation on a neck or point of land. For when one comt-s up in the river by l’lfle 
d’Orleans, that part of the river St. Lawrence docs not come in fight, which lies above 
the town, and it appears as if the river St. Charles, which lies juft before) was a con¬ 
tinuation of the St. Lawrence. But on advancing further the true courfe of the river 
comes within fight, and has at firft a great fimilarity to the mouth of a river or a "great 
bay. This has given occafion to a failor, who faw it unexpectedly, to cry out in his 
provincial dialed, Que bee *, that is, what a point of land ! and from hence it is thought 
the city obtained its name. Others derive it from the Algonkin word Quebego or 
Quebec, fignifying that which grows narrow, becaufe the river becomes narrower as 
it comes nearer to the town. 

The river St. Lawrence is exa&ly a quarter of a French mile, or three quarters of 
an Englilh mile broad at Quebec. The fait water never comes up to the town 
in it, and therefore the inhabitants can make ufe of the water in the river for their 
kitchens, &c. All accounts agree, that notwithftanding the breadth of this river, and 


* Meaning Quel bee. 
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the violence of its courfe, efpecially during ebb, it is covered with ice during the 
whole winter, which is ftrong enough for walking, and a carriage may go over it. It 
isfafd to happen frequently that, when the river has been o*penin May, there arefuch 
cold nights in this month, that it freezes again, and will bear walking over. This is 
a clear proof of the intenfenefs of the frolt here, efpecially when one confiders that 
which I (hall mention immediately after, about the ebbing and flowing of the tide in 
this river. The greateft breadth of the river, at its mouth, is computed to be twenty- 
fix French miles, or feventy-eight Engiifh miles, though the boundary between the ’ 
fea and the river cannot well be afeertained, as the latter gradually lofes itfelf in, and 
unites with the former. The greateft part of the water contained in the numerous 
lakes of Canada, four or five of which are like large feas, is forced to difembogue into 
the fea by means of this river alone. The navigation up this river from the fea is ren¬ 
dered very dangerous by the ftrength of the current, and by the number of fand-banks, • 
which often arife in places where they never were before. The Englilh have ex¬ 
perienced this formation of new lands once or twice, when they attempted to conquer 
Canada. Hence the French have good reafons to look upon the river as a barrier to 
Canada*. 

The tide goes far beyond Quebec in the river St. Lawrence, as I have mentioned 
above. The difference between high and low water is generally between fifteen and 
fixteen feet, French meafure ; but with the new and full moon, and when the wind 
is likewife favourable, the difference is feventeen or eighteen feet, which is indeed very 
confiderable. * 

Auguft 7 th. Ginfeng is the current French name in Canada, of a plant, the root of 
which has ft very great value in China t- It has been growing fince times immemorial 
in the Chinefe Tartary and in Corea, where it is annually collect'd and brought to 
China. Father Du Haldc fays, it is the moil precious, and the moft uleful of all the 
plants in Ealtem Tartary ; and attracts, every year, a number of people into the deferts 
of that country. The Mantechoux-Tartars call it orhota, that is the moft noble, or 
the queen of plants. The Tartars and Chinefe praife it very much, and aferibe to it 
the power of curing feveral dangerous difeafes, and that of reftoring to the body new 
ftrength, and fupplying the lofs caufed by the exertion of the mental, and corporeal 
facuhies. An ounce of ginfeng bears the furprizing price of feven or eight ounces of 
lilvcr at Peking. When the French boianifts in Canada firft faw a figure of it, they 
remembered to have feen a fimilar plant in this country. They were confirmed in their 
conjecture by qonfidering that feveral fettlements in Canada lie under the fame latitude 
with thofe parts of .the Chinefe Tartary, and China, where the true ginfeng grows wild. ’ 
They fucceeded in their attempt, and found the fame ginfeng wild and abundant in 
feveral parts of North America, both in French and Engiifh plantations, in plain parts 
of the woods. It is fond of fhade, and of a deep rich mould, and of land which is 
neither wet nor high. It is not every where very common, for fometimes one may 
fearch the woods for the fpace of feveral miles without finding a fingle* plant of it; but 


* The river St. Lawrence was no more a barrier to the victorious Britifh fleets in the lad war, nor 
were the fortifications of Quebec capable to withffand the gallant attacks of tlieir land army, which dif- 
appointed the good Frenchmen in Canada of their too fanguine expectations ; and, at prefent, they are 
rather happy at this change of fortune, which has made them fubjcCts of the Britifh fceptrcj whole mild 
influence they at prefent enjoy. F. 

f Dot an ills know this plant by the name of panax quinquefolium, foliis ternatis quinatis. Linn. Mat. 
Med. 116. Sp. plant, p. 15. 12. Gionov. FI. Virg. p. 147. See likewife Catefby’s Nat. Hi!!.* of 
Carolina, vijl. iii,p. 16 t. 16. Laflitau Ginf.51. t. 1. Father Charlevoix Hid- de la Nouville France, 
tom, iv. p. 308. fig, xiii. and torn, v. p. 24. 

in 
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in thofe fpots where it grows it is always found in great abundance. It flowers in May 
and June, and its berries are ripe at the end of Auguft. It bears tranfplanting very 
well, and will foon thrive' in Us new ground. Some people here, who have gathered 
the berries, and put them into^eir kitchen-gardens, told me that they lay one or two 
years in the ground without coming up. The Iroquefe, or Five (Six) Nations, call the 
ginfeng roots garangtoging, which it is faid fignifies a child, the roots bearing a faint 
refemblancc to it; but others are of opinion that they mean the thigh and leg by it, and 
the roots look pretty like it. The French ufe this root for curing the allhma, as a 
ftomachic, and to promote fertility in women. The trade which is carried on with it 
here is very brifk j for they gather great quantities of it, and fend them to France, 
from whence they are brought to China, and fold there to great advantage *. It is 
faid the merchants in France met with amazing fuccefs in this trade at the firft outlet, 
but by continuing to fend the ginfeng over to China, its price is fallen considerably 
there, and confequcntly in France and Canada; however, they ftill find their account 
in it. In the fummer of 1748, a pound of ginfeng was fold for fix francs, or livres, 
at Quebec; but its common price here is one hundred fols, or five livres. During my 
ftay in Canada, all the merchants at Quebec and Montreal received orders from their 
correfpondents in France to fend over a quantity of ginfeng, there being an uncommon 
demand for it this fummer. The roots were accordingly collefted in Canada with all 
poflible diligence; the Indians efpecially travelled about the country in order to collect 
as much as they could together, and to fell it to the merchants at Montreal. The In¬ 
dians in the neighbourhood of this town werevlikewife fo much taken up with this 
bufinefs, that the French farmers were not able during that time to hire a fingle Indian, 
as they commonly do, to help them in the harveft. Many people feared left by con¬ 
tinuing for feveral fucceflive years to colle&'thefe plants, without leaving one or two in 
each place to propagate their fpecies, there will foon be very few of them left ; which 
I think is very likely to happen, for by all accounts they formerly grew in abundance 
round Montreal, but at prefent there is not a fingle plant of it to be found, fo effectually 
have they been rooted out. This obliged the Indians this fummer to go far within the 
Englilh boundaries to colled thefe roots. After the Indians have fold the freih roots 
to the merchants, the latter muft take a great deal of pains with them. They are 
fpread on the floor to dry, which commonly requires two months and upwards, ac¬ 
cording as the feafon is wet or dry. During that time they muft be turned once or 
twice every day, left they fhould putrify or moulder. Ginfeng has never been found 
far north of Montreal. The fuperior of the clergy here, and fevera) other people, 
allured me that the Chinefc value the Canada ginfeng as much 4s the Tartarian t; 
and that no one ever had been entirely acquainted with the Chinefc method. of pre¬ 
paring it. However it is thought amongft other preparations they dip the roots in a 
deception of the leaves of ginfeng. The roots prepared by the Chincfe are almoft 
tranfparent, and look like norn in the infide; and the roots which are fit for ufe, muft 
be heavy and compact in the infide. 

The plant which throughout Canada bears the name of herba capiilaris is likewife 
one of thofe with which a great trade is carried on in Canada. The English in their 
plantations call it maiden-hair; it grows in all their North American colonies, which 

* Mr. Ofbick fecras to doubt whether the Europeans reap any advantages from tlnf giV.feng trade or 
not, bieaufe the Chinefc do uot value the Canada roots fo much as thofe of the Chincfe I'artary ; and 
therefore the former bear fcarce half the price of the latter. Sec Ofbeck’s Voyage to China, yol. 1 . 
p. 224 T- 

f This is Jireftly oppofitc to Mr. Ollnxkhs aflertion. See the preceding note. F. 
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I travelled through, and likewife in the fouthcm parts of Canada; but I never found 
it near Quebec. It grows in the woods in fhady places and in a good foilSeveral 
people in Albany and Canada allured me that its leaves were .very much ufed inftead of 
tea, in confumptions, coughs, and all kinds of peCtoral difeafes. Tins they have 
learnt from the Indians, who have made ufe of this plait for thefe purpofes fince time 
immemorial. This American maiden-hair is reckoned preferable in forgery to that 
which we have in Europe ft and therefore they fend a great quantity of it to France 
every year. The price is different, and regulated according to the goodnefs of the 
plant, the care in preparing it, and the quantity which is to be got. For if it be 
brought to Quebec in great abundance, the price, falls ; and on the contrary* it rifes, 
when the quantity gathered is but fmall. Commonly the price at Quebec is between 
five and fifteen fols a pound. The Indians went into the woods about this time, and 
travelled far above Montreal in quell of this plant. 

The kitchen herbs fucceed very well here. The white cabbage is very fine, but 
fometimes fufters greatly from worms. Onions (allium cepa) are very much in ufe 
here, together with other fpecies of leeks. They likewife plant feveral fpecies of 
gourds, melons, fallads, wild fuccory or wild endive (cichorium intybus), feveral kinds 
of peafe, beans, French beans, carrots, and cucumbers. They have plenty of red 
beets, horfe-radiflies and common radilhes, thyme, and marjoram. Turnips are 
fown in abundance, and ufed* chiefly in winter. Parfnips arc fometimes eaten, though 
not very common. Few people took notice of potatoes ; and neither the common 
(folanum tuherofum) nor the Bermuda ones (convolvulus batatas) were planted in 
Canada. When the French here are alkcd why they do not plant potatoes, they 
anfwer, that they cannot find any relilh in them, and they laugh at the Englilh who are 
fo fond of them. Throughout all North* America the root cabbage { (braffica gon- 
gylodes Linn.) is unknown to the Swedes, Englilh, Dutch, Irilh, Germans, and 
French. Thofe who have been employed in fowing and planting kitchen herbs in 
Canada, and have had fomc experience in gardening, told me that they were obliged 
to fend for frclh feeds from France every year, becaufe they commonly lofe their 
ftrength here in the third generation, and do not produce fuch plants as would equal 
the original ones in tafte and goodnefs. 

The Europeans have never been able to find any characters, much lefs writings, or 
books, among the Indians, who have inhabited North America fince time immemorial, 
and feem to be all of one nation, and l'peak the fame language. Thefe Indians have 
therefore lived in the greatell ignorance and darknefs, during fome centuries, and are 
totally unacquainted with the Hate of their country before the arrival of the Europeans, 
and all their knowledge of it confifts in vague traditions and mere fables. It is not 
certain whether any other nations poffelfed America before the prefent Indian inha¬ 
bitants came into it, or whether any other nations vifited this part ol the globe before 
Columbus difeovered it. It was equally unknown whether the Chrillian religion was 
ever preached here in former times. I converfod with feveral Jefuits, who undertook 
long journies in this extenfivc country, and afked them, whether they had met with any 
marks that there had formerly been fome Chriftians among the Indians which lived here? 

« It is the adianturfl pedatum of Linn. fp. pi. p. *557. Cornutns, in his Canadenf. plant. Hiftoria. 
p. 7. calls it adian.ttim Antcricanuni, and gives together with the d dcription, a figure of it, jj. 6 . 

f Adiantumcapillus veneris. True maiden-hair. 

j This is a kind of cabbage w ith large round eatable roots ; which grow out above the ground, where* 
In it difTers from the turnip-cabbage (braflica napobraflica) whofe root grows in the ground. But?/ art- 
common ii.<;ermany, and the former likewife in Italy. 
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but they all anfwered, that they had not found any. The Indians have ever been as 
ignorant of architecture and manual labour as of fcience and writing. In vain does one 
feek for well-built towns <and houfes, artificial fortifications, high towers and pillars, 
and fuch like, among them, . which the old world can Ihcw from the molt antient 
. times. Their dwelling-places *are wretched huts of bark, expofed on all fides to wind 
and rain. All their malbnry-work conlifts in placing a few grey rock-ltones on the 
ground, round their fire-place, to prevent the firebrands from fpreading too far in 
their hut, or rather, to mark out the fpace intended for the fire-place in it. Travellers 
do not enjoy a tenth part of the plcafure in traverfing thefc countries which they tnult 
receive on their joumies through yur old countries, where they, ahnolt every day, 
meet with fome veltige or other ol antiquity : now an antient celebrated town prefents 
itfelf to view; here the remains of an old caille; there a field, where, many centuries 
ago, the moll; powerful and the moll Ikilful generals, and the greatcll kings, fought 
a bloody battle, now the native ip; t and refidence of fome great or learned man. In 
fuch places the mind is delighted in various ways, and represents all pall occurrences 
in living colours to itfelf. We can enjoy none of theft* pleafurcs in America. The 
hiltory of the country can be traced no further than from the arrival of the Europeans, 
for every* thing that happened before that period is more like a fiction, or a dream, 
than any thing that really happened. In later times there have, however, been found 
a few marks of antiquity, from which it may be conjeclulvd, that North America was 
formerly inhabited bv a nation more verfed in fcience, and more civilized than that 
which the Europeans found on their arrival jjerej or that a great military expedition 
was undertaken to this continent, from thefe known parts of the world. 

This is confirmed by an account which I received from Mr. de Vorandrier, who 
has commanded the expedition to the foiclh-fea in.perfun, of which 1 (hall prefently 
give an account. I have heard it repeated by others, who have been eye-witneHes of 
every thing that happened on that cccafion. Some years before I came into Canada, 
the then governor-general, Chevalier de Bcauharnois, gave Mr. Je VeranJricr an order 
to go from Canada, with a number of people, on an expedition acrofs North America 
to the lbuth lea, in order to examine how far thole two places arc dillant from each 
other, and to find out what advantages might accrue to Canada or Louiliana from a 
communication with that ocean. They fet out on horfeback from Montreal, and went 
as much due well as they could, on account of the lakes, rivers, and mountains, which 
fell in their way. As they came far into the country, beyond many nations, they 
fometimes met with large tracts of land free from wood, but covered with a kind of 
very tall grafs, for the fpace of fome days journey. Many of thefe fields were every 
where covered with furrows, as if they had been ploughed and finVn formerly. It is 
to be obferved, that the nations, which now inhabit North America, could not "cultivate 
the land in this manner, becaule they never made ufe of hori’es, oxen, ploughs, or any 
inftruments of hullrandry, nor had they ever feen a plough before the Europeans came 
to them. In two or three places, at a confidcrable thlhmce from each other, our 
travellers met with impreflions of the feet of grown people and children in a rock; but 
this feems to have ba n no more than a lufus natura.*. When they came far to the 
well, where, to the bell of their knowledge, no Frenchmen or European had ever 
been, they found in one place in the woods, and again on a large plain, great pillars of 
iione, leaning upon each other. The pillars confiltcd of one tingle (tone each, and the 
Frenchmen could not but fuppofe that they had been cr,cled by human hands. 
Sometimes they have found fuch (tones laid upon one another, and, as it were, formed 
into a wall, in fome of thole places where they found fuch Itones, they could not 
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find any other forts of (tone. They have not been able to difeover any chambers or 
writing upon any of thefe (tones, though they have made a very careful fcarch after 
them. At laft they met with a large (tone, like a pillar, and in it a final for (tone was 
fixed, which was covered on both Tides with unknown characters. This Hone, which 
was about a foot of French meafure in length, and between four or five inches broad, 
they broke loofe, and carried to Canada with them, from whence it was fent to France, 
to the fecretary of ftate, the Count of Maurepas. What became of it afterwards is 
unknown ; to them but they think it is yet preferred in his collection. Several of the 
Jefuits, who have lean and handled thus Hone in Canada, unanimoufly affirm, that the 
letters on it are the fame with thofc which in the books, containing accounts!#Tataria, 
are called Tatarian characters * ; and that, on comparing both together, they found 
them perfectly alike. Notwithflanding the questions which the French on the fouth- 
fea expedition alked the people there concerning the time when, and by whom thofe , 
pillars were erected ? what their traditions and fentiments concerning them were,? who 
had wrote the characters ? what was meant by them ? what kind of letters they were ? 
in what language they were written ? and other circumftances ; yet they could never get 
the lend explication, the Indians being as ignorant of all thofe things as the French 
ihemfelvcs. All they could fay was, that thefe Hones had been in thofe places time 
immemorial. The places where die pillars Hood were near nine hundred French miles 
weft ward of Montreal. Tin? chief intention of this journey, viz. to come to the fouth- 
fea, and to examine its diftance from Canada, was never attained on this occafion. 
For the people lent out lor that purpofe were induced to take parr in a war between 
forne of the moft diftant Indian nations, in which ionic of the French were taken 
prifoners, and the reft obliged to return. Among the lall and moft wcfterly Indians 
they were" with, they heard that the fouthdea was but a few days journey oft'; that they 
(the Indians) often traded with the Spaniards on that coalt, and fomerimes likewife 

• Tlii<? account Heme, to !>e highly probable, for we find in Marco Paolo that Kuhlai-Khan, one of the 
fucccflon. of Guighi/khan, after the miiqueH of the loutliern pait of China, fmt (hips out to conquer the 
kingdom of Japan. 01, as they call it, Nipan-gri; blit in a rmible fturm riic whole fleet was call away, and 
nothing was ever In aid of the men in that licit. It feem.i that fume of thefe fhips were call to the fhores, 
oppoliie the great American lakes, between forty and fifty degrees north latitude, and there probably 
ertt'ted thefe monuments, and weie the anceftois of feme nation* who are called Mov.omkcks, and have fotne 
degree of civilisation. Another part of this licet, it i’eems, reached the country oppoiite Mexico, and there 
founded the Mexican empire, which, according to their own records as preferred by the Spaniards, and in 
their painted annals in Purchas’s Pilgrimage, are very recent; fo that they can fearcely remember any more 
than ltven prince;, before Mntezuma II. who was reigning when the .Spaniards arrived there 1519, under 
Fernando Cortez ,* eouf-quently the fu ll of thefe princes, fuppofing each had a reign of thirty-three years 
and four month', and twklirg to i the !i -teen years of Montezuma, began to reign in the year 1270, when 
Kublai-Khan, the conqueror of all China and of Japan, was on the throne, and ip vvhofe tithe happened, I 
believe, the lit ft. abortive expedition to Japan, which I mentioned above, and probably furnifiicd North 
Amnica with civilized inhabitants. There is, if I am not miflaken, a great timilarity between the figures 
of the Mexican idols, and thoU vvh’cli are ufual among the Tartars, who embrace the doclrines and religion 
of the Dalai-Lama, whole religion K ublai- Klian fir ft introduced among the Monguls, or Moguls. The 
lavage Indians of North America, it kerns, have another origin, and are probably defccitded from the 
Yukaghiri, arid Tchucktchai, inhabitants of the mod eallctly and northerly part of Alia, where, according 
to the accounts of the Ruffians, tin re is but a fmall t raj ret to America, f he ferocity of thefe nations, 
fimilar to that of the Ameiie.in», their way of painting, their fomlnefs of inchriaiing liquors, (which the 
Yukaghiri prepare from poifonous and inebiiatirrg mufhroom*. bought of the Ruffians) and many other 
things, fiiow them plainly to be of the fame origin. The Elkiotanx feems to be the famc-natiou with the 
inhabitants of Greenland, the Samoyedis, and JLnpponians. .South America, and efpecially Peru,is pro¬ 
bably peopled from the great unknown louth contintlit, which is very near Ameiica, civilized, and full of 
inhabitants of various colours ; who therefore might very ealily bt call oft the Atnetieau contiueut, in boats, 
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they went to Hudfon’s Bay, to trade with the Englilh. Some of thefe Indians had 
houfes, which were made of earth. Many nations had never feen any Frenchmen; 
they were commonly clad m ikins, but many were quite naked. 

All thofe who had made long jounjies in Canada to the fouth, but chiefly weftward, 
agreed that there were many great plains deftitute of trees, where the land was fur¬ 
rowed, as if it had been ploughed. In what manner this happened no one knows; for 
the corn-fields of a great village, or town, of the Indians,'arc fcarce above four or fix 
of our acres in extent; whereas thofe furrowed plains fometimes continue for feveral 
days journey, except now and then a fmall finooth fpot, and here and there fome 
rifing grounds. 

I could not hear of any more veftiges of antiquity in Canada, notwithstanding my 
careful enquiries after them. In the continuation of my journey for the year 1750 *, 
I (hall find an opportunity of fpeaking of two other remarkable curiofities. Our 
Swedifh Mr. George Weft man, A. M. has clearly and circumftantially Ihcwn that our 
Scandinavians, chiefly the northern ones, long before Columbus’s time, have under¬ 
taken voyages to North America; fee his difl'ertation on that fubjed, which he read at 
Abo in 1747, for obtaining his degree. 

Auguft 8 th. This morning I vifited the largeft nunnery in Quebec. Men are pro¬ 
hibited from vifiting under very heavy punifhments; except in iome rooms, divided by 
iron rails, where the men and women that do not belong to the convent, ftand without, 
and the nuns within the rails, and converfe with each other. But to encrcafe the many 
favours which the French nation heaped upon me, as a Swede, the governor-general 
got the bilhop’s leave for me to enter the convent, and fee its conftruction. The 
biftiop alone has the power of granting this favour, but he does it very fparingly. The 
royal phyfician, and a furgeon, are however'at liberty to go in as often as they think 
proper. Mr. Gaulthier, a man of great knowledge in phyfic and botany, was at prefent 
the royal phyfician here, and accompanied me to the convent. We firft law the 
hofpital, which I {hall prefently deferibe, and then entered the convent, which forms a 
part of the hofpital. it is a great building of ftone, three ftories high, divided in the 
infide into long galleries, on both fides of which are cells, halls, and rooms. The cells 
of the nuns are in the higheft ftory, on both fides of the gallery; they are but fmall j 
net painted in the infide, but hung with paper pictures of faints, and of our Saviour on 
the crofs. A bed with curtains, and good bed-clothes, a little narrow defle, and a chair 
or two, is the whole furniture of a cell. They have no fires in winter, and the nuns 
are forced to lie in the cold cells. On the gallery is a ftove, which is heated in winter, 
and as all the rooms are left open, fome warmth can by this means come into them. 
In the middle ftory arc rooms where they pafs the day together. One of thefe is the 
room where they are at work j this is large, finely painted and adorned, and has an 
iron ftove. Here they were at their needle-work, embroidering, gilding, and making 
flowers of filk, which bear a great fimilarity to the natural ones. In a word, they were 
all employed in fuch nice works, as were fuitable to ladies of their rank in life. In 
another hall they aflemblcd to hold their juntos. Another apartment contains thofe 
who are indifpofed; but fuch as arc more dangeroufly ill have rooms to themfelves. 
The novices, and new comers, are taught and in ftruded in another hall. Another is 
deftined for their refeftory, or dining-room, in which are tables on all fides; on one 
fide of it is a fmall ddk, on which is laid a French book, concerning the life of thofe 
feints who are mentioned in ( the New Tcftament. When they dine, all are filent; one 
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of the eldeft gets into the defk, and reads a part of the book before-mentioned j and 
when they are gone through it, they read fome other religious book. During the 
meal, they fit on that fide of the table which is turned towards the wall. Almoft in 
every room is a gilt table, on which are placed candles, together with the picture of our 
Saviour on the crofs, and of foine faints : before thefe tables they fay their prayers. 
On one fide is the church, and near it a large gallery, divided from the church by rails, 
fo that the nuns could only look into it. In this gallery they remain during divine 
fervice, and the clergyman is in the church, where the nuns reach him his facerdotal 
clothes through a hole, for they are not allowed to go into the veitry, and to be in the 
fame room with the pried. There are dill feveral other rooms and halls here, the ufe 
of which I do not remember. The lowed dory contains a kitchen, bake-houfe, fe¬ 
veral butteries, &c. In the garrets they keep their corn, and dry their linen. In the 
middle dory is a balcony on the ourfide, almod round the whole building, where the 
nuns are allowed to take air. The profpeft from the convent is very tine on every 
fide; the river, the fields, and the meadows out of town, appear there to great ad¬ 
vantage. On one lide of the convent is a large garden, in which the nuns arc at liberty 
to walk about ; it belongs to the convent, and is lurrounded with a high wall. There 
is a quantity of all forts of fruits in it. This convent, they fay, contains about fifty 
nuns, mod of them advanced in years, fcarce any being under forty years of age. At 
this time there were two yoUng ladies among them who were indructed in thole things 
which belong to the knowledge of nuns. They are nor allowed to become nuns im¬ 
mediately after their entrance, but tmjd pafs through a noviciate of two or three years, 
in order to try whether they will be conltant; lor, during that time, it is in their 
power to leave the convent, if a monadic life does not fuit their inclinations. But as 
foon as they are received among the nuns, and have made their vows, they are obliged 
to continue their whole life in it: if they appear willing to change their mode of life, 
they are locked up in a ropm, from whence they can never get out. The nuns of this 
convent never go further from it than to the Imfpital, which lies near it, and even 
makes a part of it. They go thereto attend the fick, and to take care of them. 1 was 
told by feveral people here, fome of which were ladies, that none of the nuns went 
into a convent till die had attained to an age in which Ihe had ftuall hopes of ever 
getting a hulband. The nuns of all the three convents in Quebec looked very old, by 
which it fecins that there is fome foundation for this account. 

Tile hofpital, as I have before-mentioned, makes a part of the convent. It confifts 
of two large halls and fome rooms near the apothecary’s fliop. In the halls are two 
rows of beds ’on each fide, within each other. The beds next to the wall are furnilhet] 
with curtains, the outward ones are without them. In each bed are fine bed-clothes, 
with clean double lhccts. As foon as a fick perfon has left his bed, it is made again, 
in order to keep the hofpital in cleanlinefs and order. The beds are two or three yards 
diftant, and near each is a fmall table. There are good iron ftoves, and fine windows, 
in this hall. The nuns attend the fick people, and bring them moat and other necef- 
faries; bolides them there are fome m u who attend, and a furgeon. The royal 
phyfician is like wile obliged to come hither once or twice every day, to look after every 
thing, and give prescriptions. They commonly roc* ive fick foldiers into this hofpital, 
who are very numerous in July ami Augult, when the king’s fliips arrive, and in time 
of war j but at other times, when no gieat number of loidiers are fick*other people 
can take their places, as far as the number of empty beds will reach. The king finds 
every thing here that is requilite for the fick perfous, viz. provifions, modi tines. 
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fuel, &c. Thofe who are very ill are put into feparate rooms, in order that the 
noife in the great hall may not be troublefome to them. 

The civility of the inhabitants here is more relined than that of the Dutch and Englilh 
in the fettlements belonging to Great Britain ; but the latter, on the other hand, do 
not idle their time away in drefling, as the French do here. The ladies, cfpccially, 
drefs and powder their hair every day, and put their locks in papers every night; 
which idle cuflom was not introduced in the Englilh fcttlemAits. The gentlemen wear 
generally their envn hair; but feme have wigs. People of rank are ul'ed to wear laced 
cloaths, and all the crown-officcrs wear lwords. All the gentlemen, even thofe of 
rank, the governor-general excepted,, when they go into town on a day that looks 
like rain, carry their cloaks on their left arm. Acquaintances of either fex, who 
have not feen each other for l'omc time, on meeting again falutc with mutual kilfes. 

Concerning the Canada plants, 1 can here add, that the further you go northward 
the more you find the plants are the lame with the Swcdifli ones : thus, on the north 
fide of Quebec, a fourth part of the plants, if not more, are the fame with the Jpon- 
tancous plants in S\\ eden. A few plants and lives, which have a particular quality, 
or arc applied to feme particular ufe, lhall however, be mentioned in a few words, in 
the fequel. 

The rein-deer mol* : lichen raiigiierinus) grows plentiful in the woods round Quebec. 
Mr. Gauithicr, and Jcveral other gentlemen,Told me, that the French, on their long 
journies through the woods, on account ol their fur trade with the Indians, .foinctimes 
boil this mofs, and drink the decoction for wan tv if better food, when their provifions 
are at an end ; and they fay it is very nutritive. Several Frenchmen, who have been in 
the Terra Labrador, where there are many rein-deer (which the French arn^ Indians 
here call cariboux) related, that all the land there is in moll place* covered with this 
rein-deer mofs, lb that the ground looks as white as frnnv. 

Auguft ioth. This day I dined with the Jefuits. A iew # davs before 1 paid my vilit 
to them; and the next day their prefident, and another, father Jefuit called on me, 
to invite me to dine with them to-day. I attended divine fervice in their church, which 
is a part of their houfe. It is very fine within, though it has no feats ; for every one is 
obliged to kneel down during the fervice. Above the church is a fmall fleejile, with 
*a clock. The building the Jefuits live in is magnificently built, and looks exceeding 
fine both without and w ithin, which gives it a liniilarity to a fine palace. It conn Its 
of flone, is three Rories high, exclufive of the garret, covered with Hates, and built 
in a fquare form, like the new' palace at Stockholm, including a large court, hsfisse 
is fucli that three hundred families would find room enough in it; though at prefent 
there were not above twenty Jefuits in it. Sometimes there is a much greater number 
of them, cfpccially when thofe return who have been lent as miflionaries into the 
country. There is a long walk along the ftdes of the fquare, in every flory, on both 
fides of which are either cells, halls, or other apartments for the friars ; and likewife 
their library, apothecary fliop, &c. Every thing is very well regulated, and the Jeluits 
are very well accommodated here. Qn the outfide is their college, which is on two 
Ikies furrounded with great orchards and kitchen-gardens, in which they have fine 
walks. A part of the trees here are the remains of the forefl which flood here when 
the French began to build this town. They have bolides planted a number of lruit- 
Irees; and the garden is Rocked with all forts of plants lor the ufe of’the kitchen. 
The Jefuits dine together in a great hall. There arc tables placed all round it along 
the walls, and feats between the tables and the walls, but not on the other fide. Nvar 
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one wall is a pulpit, upon which one of the fathers gets during the meal, in order to 
read fome religious book; but this day it was omitted, all the time being employed in 
converfation. They dine very well, and their dilhes are as numerous as at the greateft 
feafts. In this fpacious building you do no,t fee a fingle woman; all are fathers 
or brothers; the latter of which are young men brought up to be Jefuits. They 
prepare the meal, and bring it upon table; lor the common l'ervants are not 
admitted. 

Befides the bifhop, there are three kinds of clergymen in Canada; viz. Jefuits* 
prielts, and recolets. The Jefuits are, without doubt, the molt conliderable ; therefore 
they commonly fay here, by way of proverb, that a hatchet is fufficient to lketch out 
a recolet; a prieft cannot be made without a chifl’el; but a Jefuit abfolutcly requires the 
pencil *; to fhew how much one furpaffes the others. The Jefuits are commonly 
very learned, fludious, and are very civil and agreeable in company. In their whote 
deportment there is fornething plealing ; it is no wonder therefore that they captivate 
the minds of the people. They 1'oldom lpeak of religious matters ; and if it happens, 
they generally avoid difputes. They are very ready to do any one a fervice; and 
when they fee that their affiftance is wanted, they hardly give one time to fpeak of it, 
falling to work immediately, to bring about what is required of them. Their convcria- 
tion is very entertaining and learned, fo that one cannot be tiretl of their company. 
Among all the Jefuits 1 have converfed with in Canada, I have not found one who 
was not poflefied of tilde qualities in a very eminent degree. They have large poi- 
lellions in this country, which the French king gave them. At Montreal they have 
like wife a fine church, and a little neat houfe, with a fmall but pretty garden within. 
They do not care to become preachers to a congregation in the town or country; but 
leave thole places, together with the dnoluments arifing from them, to the priefls. 
All their bu find's here is to convert the heathens ; and with that view their miilionaries 
are fcattered over every part of this country. Near every town and village, peopled by 
converted Indians, are one or two Jefuits, who take great care that they may not return 
to Paganilin, but live as Chriilians ought to do. Thus there are Jefuits with the con¬ 
verted Indians in Tadoullac, I.orctre, Becancourt, St. Francois, Saut St. Louis, and 
all over Canada, There are likcwife Jefuit miilionaries with thofe who art- not con¬ 
verted ; lb that there is commonly a Jeluit in every village belonging to the Indians, 
whom lie endeavours on all occalions to convert. In winter he goes on their great 
hunts, where he is frequently obliged to fulfer all imaginable inconveniences, fuch as 
walking in the lnow all day, lying in the open air all winter, being out both in good 
and bad weather, the Indians nor regarding any kind of weather: lying in the Indian 
huts, which often fwarin with Ileus and other vermin, &c. The Jefuits undergo all 
tilde iiardlhipr. fertile fake of converting the Indians, and iikewife for political rcafons. 
The Jduiis are of great ufe to their king; for they are frequently able to peri'uadethe 
Indians to break their treaty with the Knglilh, to make war upon them, to bring their 
lirs to the French, and not to permit the Englilh to come among!!: them. But there 
is lbmo danger attending tilde attempts; lor when the Indians are in liquor, they 
ibmeiimes kill the miilionaries who live with them ; calling them Ipies, or excufing 
themfeives by faying that the brandy had killed them. Thele are accordingly the chief 
occupations of the Jefuits here. They Jo not go to vific the lick in the town, they do 
not hear the con tedious, and attend at no funerals. I have never i’ccn them go in 

* Pour Lire uu r.cok-t il fuut uae haclicttc, pour uu pretre un dicau, mds pour uu Jefuitc il Aiiit uu 
pimxau.' > 
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proceflions in remembrance of the Virgin Mary and other faints. They Seldom go 
into a houfe in order to get meat; and though they be invited, they do not like to ftay, 
except they be on a journhy. Every body fees that they are, as it were, fele&ed 
from the other people, on account of their fuperior genius and qualities. They are here 
reckoned a mod cunning fet of people, who generally fucceed in their undertakings, 
and furpafs all others in acutenefs of underftanding. I have therefore feveral times 
obierved that they have enemies in Canada. They never receive any others into their 
fociety, but perfons of very promifing parts ; fo that tUtere are no blockheads among 
them. On the other hand, the prieds receive the bed kind of people among their 
order they can meet with; and in the choice of monks, they are yet lei's careful. 
The Jefuits who live here, are all come from France; and many of them return 
thither again, after a day of a tew years here. Some (live or fix of which arc yet alive) 
who were born in Canada, went over to France, and wore received among the 
Jefuits there ; but none of them ever came back to Canada. I know not what political 
reafon hindered them. During my day in Quebec, one of the prieds, with the bilhop’s 
leave, gave up his prielthood and became a Jefuit. The other priefts were very ill 
pleafed with this, becaufe it feemed as if he looked upon their condition as too mean 
for himfclf. Thofe congregations in the country that pay rents to the Joluits, have, 
however, divine for vice performed by priefts, who arc appointed by the hilltop ; and 
the land-rent only belongs to the Jefuits. Neither the priefts nor the Jeluiis carry oil 
any trade with furs and ikins, leaving that entirely to the merchants. 

This afternoon I vifited the building called tlft? feminary, where all the priefts live 
in common. They have a great houfe, built of done, with walks in it, and rooms on 
each fide. It is feveral dories high, and clofe to it is a fine garden, full of. all forts 
of fruit-trees and pot-herbs, and divided by walks. Ihe profpeft from hence is the 
fined in Quebec. The prieds of the feminary are not much inferior to the Jefuits in 
civility ; and therefore 1 i'pent my time very agreeably in their company. 

The prieds are the l'econd and mod numerous clafs of the clergy in this country ; 
for mod of the churches, both in towns and villages (the Indian converts excepted) 
are ferved by prieds. A few of them are likewile miffionaries. In Canada are two 
Seminaries j one in Quebec, the other in Montreal, lhc ptiefts of the feminary of 
Montreal are of the order of St. Sulpitius, and fupply only the congregation on the ifle 
of Montreal, and the town of the fame name. At all the other churches in Canada, 
the prieds belonging to the Quebec feminary officiate. 1 he former, or thofe of the 
order of St. Sulpitius, all come from France j and I was allured that they never fuffer 
& native of Canada to come among them. In the feminary at Quebec, the natives of 
Canada make the greater part. In order to fit the children of this country for orders, 
theye arc fchools at Quebec and St. Joachim ; where the youths are taught Latin, and 
inftruaed in the knowledge of thofe things and fciences which have a more 
immediate connexion with the bufinefs they are intended for. However, they are not 
very nice in their choice; and people of a middling capacity are often received among 
them. They do not feem to have made great progrefs in Latin j foi notwithdanding 
the fervice is read in that language, and they read their Latin breviary, and other 
books, every day, yet mod of them found it very difficult to fpeak if. All the prieds 
in the Quebec feminary are confecrated by the bifhop. Both the feminaries have got 
great revenues from the king j that in Quebec has above thirty thoufand livros. All 
the country on the wed fide of the river St. Lawrence, from the town of Quebec to 
bav St. Paul, belongs to this feminary, befides their other poffeffions in the counfrjr. 
They ieaie the land to the fettlers for a certain rent, which, if it be annually paid 
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according to. their agreement, the children or heirs of the fettlcrs may remain in an tin- 
difturbed pofleflion of the lands. A piece of land, three arpents * broad, and thirty, 
forty, or fifty arpents long, pays annually an ecu f, and a couple of chickens, or fome 
other additional trifle. In fuch places as have convenient water-falls, they have built 
water-nulls, or faw-mills, from which they annually get confidcrable fums. The feminary 
of Montreal poffeffes the whole ground on which that town Hands, together with the 
whole ifle of Montreal. I have been allured that the ground-rent of the town and ifle 
is computed at feventy thoufand Uyres ; befides what they get for faying tnafles, bap¬ 
tizing, holding confelfions, attending at marriages and funerals, &c. All the revenues 
of groand-rent belong to the feminaries alone, and. the priefts in the country have no 
lhare in them. But as the feminary in Montreal, confiding only of fixteen priefts, has 
greater revenues than it can expend, a large fum of money is annually font over to 
France, to the chief feminary there. The land-rents belonging to the Quebec feminary 
are employed for the ufc of the priefts in it, and for the maintenance of a number of 
young people, who are brought up to take orders. The priefts who live in the coun¬ 
try parilhes, get the tythe from their congregation, together with the perquifites on 
vifiting the lick, &c. In finall congregations, the King gives the priefts an additional 
fum. When a prieft in the country grows old, and has done good fervices, he is 
fometimes allowed to come into the feminary in town. The feminaries are allowed 
to place the priefts on their*own eftates j- but the other places are in the gift of the 
bilhop. 

The recolcts are a third clafs of clergymen in Canada. They have a fine large 
dwelling-houfe here, and a line church, where they officiate. Near it is a large and 
fine garden, which they cultivate with great application. In Montreal and Trois Ri¬ 
vieres, they* are lodged almoft in the fame, manner as here. They do not endeavour 
to choofe cunning fellows amongft them, but take all they can get. They do not tor¬ 
ment their brains with much learning; and I have been allured, that after they have 
put on their monaftic habit, they do not ftudy to incrcafe their knowledge, but forget 
even what little they knew before. At night they generally lie on mats, or fome other 
hard matraffes; however, l have fometimes feen good beds in the cells of fome of them. 
They have no poflefiions here, having made vows of poverty, and live chiefly on the 
alms which people give them. To this purpofe, the young monks, or brothers, go 
into the houfes with a bag, and beg what they want. They have no congregations in 
the country, but fometimes tfjey go among the Indians as miffionaries. In each fort, 
which contains forty men, the King keeps one of thefe monks inllead of a prieft, who 
officiates there. • The King gives him lodging, provifions, fervants, and all he wants, 
befides two hundred livres a year. Half of it he fends to the community he belongs 
to; the other half he referves for his own ufe. On board the King’s {hips are gene¬ 
rally no othe r priefts than thefe friars, who are therefore looked upon as people be¬ 
longing to the King. When one of the chief priefts { in the country dies, and his 
place cannot immediately be filled up, they fend one of thefe friars there, to officiate 
wnilft the place is vacant. Part of thefe monks come over from France, and part are 
jpatives of Canada. There are no other monks in Canada befides thefe, except now 
and then one of the order of St. Auftin, or fome other, who comes with one of the 
King’s fhips, but goes off with it again. 

A French acre. f A French $oin, value about a crown Engliih. $ Pafteur. 
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Auguft i ith. This morning I took a walk out of town, with the royal phyfician 
Mr. Gaulthier, in order to colled plants, and to fee a nunnery at fome diftance from 
Quebec. This monaftery, which is built very magnificently of Hone, lies in a pleafant 
fpot, furrounded with corn-fields, meadows, and woods, from whence Quebec and the 
river St. Lawrence may be feen; a hofpital for poor old people, cripples, &c. makes 
part of the monaftery, and is divided into two halls, one for men, the other for wo¬ 
men. The nuns attend both fexes, with this difference, however, that they only pre¬ 
pare the meal for the men, and bring it in to them, jive them phyfic, and take the 
doth away when they have eaten, leaving the reft f® male Tenants. But in the hall 
Where the women are, they do all the work that is to be done. The regulation in the 
hofpital was the fame as in that at Quebec. To (hew me a particular favour, the 
bilhop, at the defire of the Marquis la Galiffonniere, governor-general of Canada, 
granted me leave to fee this nunnery likewife, where no man is allowed to enter without 
his leave, which is an honour he feldom confers on any body. The abbefs led us 
through all the apartments, accompanied by a great number of nuns. Moll of the 
ftuns nere are of noble families, and one was the daughter of a governor. Many of 
them are old, but there are likewife fome very young ones among them, who looked 
very well. They feemed all to be more polite than thole in the other nunnery. Their 
rooms are the fame as in the laft place, except fome additional furniture in their ceils; 
the beds are hung with blue curtains; there are a couple of 'mail bureaux,a table between 
them, and fome pi&ures on the walls. There are however no (loves in any cell; but 
thofe halls and rooms, in which they are afiembled together, and in which the fick ones 
lie, are fupplied with an iron ftove. The number of nuns is indeterminate here, and 1 faw 
a great number of them. Here arc likewife fome probationers preparing for their 
reception among the nuns. A number of,little girl? arc feat hither by their, parents, 
to be inftrutted by the nuns in the principles of the chriftian religion, and in all forts of 
ladies work. The convent at a diftance looks like a palace; and, as 1 am told, was 
founded by a bifliop, who they fay is buried in a part of the church. 

We botanized till dinner time in the neighbouring meadows, and then returned to 
the convent to dine with a venerable old faiher recollet, who officiated here as a prieft. 
The diflies were all prepared by nuns, and as numerous and various as on the tables 
of great men. There w ere likewife feveral forts of wine, and many preferves. The 
revenues of this monaftery are faid to be confiderable. At the top of the building is a 
fmall fteeple with a bell. Confidcring the large tracts of land which the King has 
given in Canada to convents, Jefuits, priefts, and feveral families of rank, it feems he 
has very little left for himfelf. * * 

. Our common rafpberries are fo plentiful here on the hills, near corn-fields, rivers, 
and brooks, that the branches look quite red on account of the number of berries on 
them. They are ripe about this time, and eaten as a defert after dinner, both frelh 
and preferved. 

The mountaip-afti, or forb-tree # is pretty common in the woods hereabouts. 

They reckon the north-eaft wind the rnoft piercing of all here. Many of the beft 

S le here allured me, that this wind, when it is very violent in winter, pierces through. 

of a moderate Ijjiickueis, fo that the whole wall on the infide of the houfe is co¬ 
vered with fnow, or a thick hoar froft; and that a candle placed near a thinner wall 
is almoft biown out by the wind which continually comes through. This wind damages 
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the houfes which are built of ftone, and forces the owners to repair them very fre¬ 
quently on the north-eaft fide. The north and north-eaft winds are likewife reckoned 
very cold here. In fummer the north wind is generally attended with rain. 

The difference of climate between Quebec and Montreal is on all hands allowed to 
be verjl great. The wind and weather of Montreal are often entirely different from 
what they are at Quebec. The winter, there is not near fo cold as in the laft place. 
Several forts of fine pears will grow near Montreal, but are far from fucceeding at 
Quebec, where the froft freqibntly ‘kills them. Quebec has generally more rainy . 
weather, fpring begins later, and winter fooner than at Montreal, where all forts of 
fruits ripen a week or two earlier than at Quebec. 

Aug. 12 th. This afternoon I went out of town, to ftay in the country for a couple 
of days, that I might have more leifure to examine the plants which grow in the woods 
here, and the (late of the country.. In order to proceed the better, the governor-, 
general had fent for an Indian from Lorette, to Ihew us the way, and teach us what ufe 
they make of the fpontaneous plants hereabouts. This Indian was an Engliftunan by 
birth, taken by the Indians thirty years ago, when he was a boy, and adopted by them, 
according to their cuflom, inftcad of a relation of theirs killed by the enemy. Since 
that time he conftantly flayed with them, became a Roman Catholic, and married an 
Indian woman : he drefl’es like an Indian, fpeaks Englilh and French, and many of the 
Indian languages. In the wars between the French and Englilh, in this country, the 
French Indians have made many prifoners of both fexes in the Englilh plantations, 
adopted them afterwards, and they married with people *of the Indian nations. From 
hence the Indian blood in Canada is very much mixed with European blood, and a 
great part of the Indians now living owe their origin to Europe. It is likewife re¬ 
markable that a great part of the peoplethey had taken during the war and incorpo¬ 
rated with their nations, elpecially the young people, did not choofe to return to their 
native country, though their parents and nearelt relations came to them and endeavoured 
to perfuade them to it, and though it was in their power to do it. The licentious life 
led by the Indians, pleafed them better than that of their European relations $ they 
dreffed like the Indians, and regulated all their affairs in their way. It is therefore 
difficult to diflinguiffi them, except by their colour, wiiich is fomewhat whiter than that 
of the Indians. There are likewife examples of fome Frenchmen going amongft the 
Indians and following their way of life. There is on the contrary fcarce one inftance 
of an Indian’s adopting the European cultoms; but thofe who were taken prifoners in 
the war, have plways endeavoured to come to their own people again, even after feveral 
years of captivity, and though they enjoyed ail the privileges.that were ever poffeffed, 
by the Europeans in America. 

The'lands which we paffed over were every where laid out into corn-fields, meadows, 
■orpaftures. Almoft all round us the profpeft prefented to our view farms and farm- 
houfes, and excellent fields and meadows. Near the town the land is pretty flat, and 
interfered now and then by a clear rivulet. The roads are very good, broad, and lined 
with ditches on each fide, in low grounds. Further from the town, the land rifes higher 
and higher, and confifts as it were of terraces, one above another. This rifxng ground 
is, however, pretty fmooth, chiefly without Hones, and covered «*vith rich mould. Un¬ 
der that is the black lime-llatc, which is fo common hereabouts, and is divided into fmall 
ihivers, and c’orroded by the air. Some of the ftrata were horizontal, others.perpendicu¬ 
lar ; I have likewife found fuch perpendicular ftrata of lime-flates in other places in the 
neighbourhood of Quebec. 'All the hills are cultivated; and fome are adorned with fine 
churches, houfes, and com*helds. The meadows are commonly in the vallies, though 
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fome were likewife on eminences. Soon after we haS a fine profpeft from one of 
thefe hills. Quebec appeared very plain to the eaftward, and the river St. Lawrence 
could likewife be feen; farther diftant, on the fouth-eaft fide of that river, appears a 
long chain of high mountains, running generally parallel to it, though many miles 
diftant from it; to the weft again, at fome diftance from the rifing lands w|cre we 
were, the hills changed into a long chain of .very high mountains, lying very clofe to 
each other, and running parallel likewife to the river, tha*t is, nearly from fouth to 
north. Thefe high mountains confift of a grey rock-ftone, compofcd of feveral kinds 
of ftone, which 1 fhall mention in the fequel. Thefe mountains feem to prove, that 
the lime-flates are of as ancient a date as the grey rock-ftone, and not formed in later 
times; for the amazing large grey rocks lie on the top of the mountains, which confift 
of black lime-flates. 

, The high meadows in Canada are excellent, and by far preferable to the meadows 
round. Philadelphia, and in the other Englifli colonies. The further I advanced north¬ 
ward here, the finer were the meadows, and the turf upon them was better and clofer. 
Almoft all the grafs here is of two kinds, viz. a fpecies of the narrow leaved meadow- 
grafs*; for its fpikes f contain either three or four flowers, which are fo exceedingly 
ftnall, that the plant might eafily be taken for a bent grafs j; and its feeds have feveral 
fraall downy hairs at the bottom. The other plant, which grows in the meadows, is 
the white clover §. Thefe two plants form the hay in the meadows; they Hand clofe 
and thick together, and the meadow-grafs (poa) is pretty tall, but has very thin ftalks. 
At the root of the meadow-grafs the ground svas quite covered with clover, fo that 
one cannot wifh for finer meadows than are found here. Almoft all the meadows have 
been formerly corn-fields, as appears from the furrows on the ground, which ftill 
remained. They can be mown but once every fummer, as fpring commences very 
late. 

They were now bufied with making hay, and getting it in ; and I was told, they had 
begun about a week ago. They have hay-ftacks near moil of their meadows, and on 
the wet ones they make ufc of conic hay-ftacks. Their meadows are commonly without 
enclofures, the cattle being in the paftures on the other fide of the woods, and having 
cowherds to take care of them where they are neccflary. 

The corn-fields are pretty large. 1 faw no drains any where, though they feemed 
to be wanting in fome places. They are divided into ridges, of the breadth of two or 
three yards broad, between the furrows. The perpendicular height of the middle of 
the ridge, from the level to the ground, is near one foot. All their corn is futnmer- 
, com; for as the cold in winter deltroys the corn which lies in the ground, they never 
fow in autumn. I found white wheat moft commonly in the fields. They have like¬ 
wife large fields with peafe, oats, in fome places fummer-rye, and now and then bar¬ 
ley. Near almoft every farm I met with cabbages, pumpions, and melons. The 
fields are not always fown, but lie fallow every two years. The fallow-fields are not 
ploughed in fummer, fo the weeds grow without reftraint in them, and the cattle arc 
allowed to go on them all fummer ||. 

The houfes in the country are built promifeuoufly of ftone or wood. To thofc of 
ftone they do not employ bricks, as there is not yet any confiderable quantity of bricks 

• Poa angyftifolia, Linn. f Spiculx tri vel quadri florae minirr.ie ; femina bafi pubefeentia. 

X Agroll™, Linn. § Trifoliura repemt, Linn. Trifolium pratenfe album. C. B. 

jj Here follows, in the original, an account of the enclofures m^le uie of near Quebec, which is in¬ 
tended only for the Swedes, but not for a nation that has made fuch progrefs in agriculture and hufb'andry 
as the English. F. 
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made here. They therefore take what (tones they can find in the neighbourhood, 
efpecially the black lime-flates. Thefe are quite compact when broke, but (hiver 
when expofed to the air; however, this is of little confequence, as the (tones (tick fed 
in the wall, and do not fall afunder. For want of it, they fometimes make their 
buildings of lime-ftone, or fand-ftone, and fometimes of grey rock-ftone. The walls 
of fuch houfes are commonly two feet thick, and feldom thinner. The people here can 
have lime every where ii» this neighbourhood. The greater part of the houfes in the 
country are built of wood, and fometimes plaiftered over on the outfide. The rhinV s 
in the walls are filled with clay inftcad of mofs. The houfes are feldom above one 
(lory high. In every room is either a chimney or (love, or both together. The doves 
have the form of an oblong fquare; fomc are entirely of iron, about two feet and a 
half long, one foot and a half, or two feet, high, and near a foot and a half broad; 
thefe iron doves are all caft at the iron-works at Trois Rivieres. Some are made of 
bricks, or dones, not much larger than the iron (loves, but covered at top with an 
iron plate. The fmoke from the (loves is conveyed up the chimney, by an iron pipe. 
In fummer the (loves are removed. 

This evening we arrived at Lorette, where we lodged with the Jefuits. 

Augufl 13 th. In the morning we continued our journey through the woods to the 
high mountains, in order to fee what fcarce plants and curiofities we could get there. 
The ground was flat at firft,' and covered with a thick wood all round, except in marfliy 
places. NAr half the plants, which are to be met with here, grow in the woods and 
morafles of Sweden. , 

We faw wild cherry-trees here, of two kinds, which are probably mere varieties, 
though they differ in levcral refpects. Both arc pretty common in Canada, and both 
have red* berries. One kind, which is .called ccrifier by the French, taftes like our 
alpine cherries, and their acid contracts the mouth, and checks. The berries of the 
other fort have an agreeable fournefs, and a pleafant tafte *. 

The three-leaved hellebore f grows in great plenty in the woods, and in many places 
it covers the ground by itfelf. However, it commonly choofes inoffy places, that are 
not very wet; and the wood-forrcl J, with the mountain enchanter’s night-fliade §, are 
its companions. Its feeds were not yet ripe, and molt of the (talks had no feeds at all. 
This plant is called tiffavoyanne jaune by the French, all over Canada. Its leaves and 
(talks are ufed by the Indians for giving a fine yellow colour to feveral kinds of work, 
which they make of prepared (kins. The French, who have learned this from them, 
dye wool and other tilings yellow with this plant. 

We climbed with a great deal of difficulty to the top of one of the highefl mountains,, 
here, and l was Vexed to find nothing at its futnmit, but what 1 had feen in other parts 
of Canada before. We had not even the pleafure of a profpeft, becaufe the trees, with 
which the mountain is covered, obflru&ed it. The trees that grow here are a kind of 
hom*beam, or carpinus oftrya, Linn., the American elm, the red maple, the fugar- 
maple, that kind of maple which cures fcorched wounds (which I have not yet 
described), the beech, the common birch-tree, the fugar-birch Jj, the forb-tree, the 
Canada pine, called porufie, the mealy-tree with dentated leaves <j[, the afli, the cherry* 
tree (certifier,) ju(l before deferibed, and the berry-bearing yew. 

• The kind called cerifier by the French, I deferibed thus in my journal: ccrafus foliis gratis ferratis, 
ferraturis profundi* fere fubulatia, fruftu racemofo. The other thus: cerafus foliis lanceolatis, cronato- 
ferratis, acutis, fruftu fere folitario. _ • 

Hellcborus tiifolius. $ Oralis acetofella, Linn. j Circtca alpina, Linn. 

Betula nigra, Linn. f Viburnum dentatum, Linn. 
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The gnats in this wood were more numerous than we could have wlflied. Cold 
water they reckon the beft remedy againft the bite, when the wounded places are waiheJ 
with h immediately after. ■ 

. At night we returned to Lorette, having accurately examined the plants of note we . 
met with to-day. 

Auguft 14 th. Lorette is a village three French miles to the weft ward of Quebec, 
inhabited chiefly by Indians of the Huron nation, converted to the Roman Catholic 
.religion. The village lies near a little river, which falls over a rock there, with a great 
noiie, and turns a faw-mill, and a flour-mill. When the Jefuit, who is now with them,. 
arrived among them, they lived in their ufual huts, which are made like thofe of the 
Laplanders. They have frnce laid afide this cuftom, and built all their houfes after the 
French falhion. In each houfe are two rooms, viz. their bed-room, and the kitchen on 
.the outfidc before it. In the room is a fmall oven of Hone, covered at top with an iron 
plate. . Their beds are near the wall, and they put no other clothes on them than 
thofe which they are drafted in. Their other furniture and utenfils look equally 
wretched. Here is a fine little church, with a fteeple and bell. The fteeplc is raifed 
pretty high, and covered with white tin plates. They pretend that there is fome 
Similarity between this church in its figure and difpofition, and the Santa Cafa, at 
Loretto in Italy, from whence this village has got its name. Clofe to the church is a 
houfe built of ftone, for the clergymen, who are two Jefut'ts, that conftantly live here. 
The divine fervice is as regularly attended here as in any other Roman Catholic church ; 
and I was pleafed with feeing the alacrity of tho,Indians, efpecially of the women, and 
hearing their good voices, when they fing all forts of hymns in their own language. 
The Indians drefs chiefly like the other adjacent Indian nations ; the men, however, like 
to wear waiftcoats, or jackets, like the French. The- women keep exactly to the In¬ 
dian drefs. It is certain, that thefe Indians and their anceftors, long fince, on being 
converted to the Chriftian religion, have made a vow to God, never to drink ftrong 
liquors. This vow they have kept pretty inviolable hitherto, fo that one feldom fees 
one of them drunk, though brandy and other ftrong liquors are goods which other 
Indians would fooncr be killed for than part with them. 

Thefe Indians have made the French their patterns in feveral things, befides the 
houfes. They all plant maize; and fome have fmall fields of wheat and rye. Many 
of them keep cows. They plant our common fun-flower * in their maize-fields, and 
mix the feeds of it into their fagainite, or maize-foup. The maize which they plant 
here is of the fmall fort, which ripens fooner than the other : its grains are fmaller, but 
. give more and better flour in proportion. It commonly ripens here it the middle, 
lometimes however at the end, of Auguft. 

The Swedilh winter-wheat, and winter-rye, has been tried in Canada, to fee how 
well it would fucceed; for they employ nothing but fummer-com here, it having been 
found that the French wheat and rye dies here in winter, if it be fown in autumn. 
Dr. Sarrazin has -therefore (as I was told by the eldelfl of the two Jefuits here) got a 
fmall quantity of wheat and rye, of the winter-corn fort, from Sweden. It was fown 
in autumn, not hurt by the winter, and bore fine corn. The ears were not fo large 
as thofe of the Canada corn, but weighed near twice as much, and gave a greater 
.quantity of finer flour than that fummer-com. Nobody could tell me, why the ex¬ 
periments have not been continued. They cannot, I am told, bake fuch white bread 
-here of the fummer-com, as they can in France of their winter-wheat. Many people 
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have allured me, that all the fummer-com now employed here came from Sweden, or 
Norway: for the French, on their arrival, found the winters in Canada too fevere for 
the French winter-corn, and their fummer-com did not always ripen, oh account of 
the Ihortnefs of fummer. Therefore they began to look 'upon Canada as little better 
than an ufelefs country, where nobody could live; till they fell upon the expedient of 
getting their fummer-com from the moll northern parts of Europe, which has fuc- 
ceeded very well. • 

This day I returned to Quebec, making botanical obfervations by the way. 

Auguft 15th. The new governor-general of all Canada, the Marquis de la Jon-' 
quicre, arrived laft night in the river before Quebec; but it being late, he referved his 
public entrance for to-day. He had left Francd on the fecond of June, but could not 
reach Quebec before this time, on account of the difficulty Vhich great fhips find in 
palling the fands in the river St. Lawrence. The fhips cannot venture to go up without 
a fair wind, being forced to run in many bendings, and frequently in a very narrow 
channel. To-day was another great fcall, on account of the Afcenfion of the Virgin 
Mary, which is very highly celebrated in Roman Catholic countries. This day was 
accordingly doubly remarkable, both on account of the holiday, and of the arrival of 
the new governor-general, who is always received with great pomp, as he reprefents a 
viceroy here. 

About eight o’clock the -chief people in town affembled at the houfc of Mr. de Vau- 
dreuil, who had lately been nominated governor of Trois Rivieres, and lived in the 
lower town, and whofe father had likjjwiie been governor general of Canada. Thither 
came likewifethe Marquis de la Galiflbnniere, who had till now been governor-general, 
and was to fail for France with the firft opportunity. He was accompanied by the 
people belonging to the government. was likewife invited to fee this feftivity. At 
half an hour after eight the new governor-general went from the (hip into a barge, 
covered with red cloth,'upon which a fignal with cannons was given from the ram¬ 
parts, for all the bells in the town to be fet a ringing. All the people of diftinftion 
went down to the Ihore to folutc the governor, who, on alighting from the barge, was 
received bv the Marquis la Galiilonnicre. After they had filmed each other, the 
commandant of the town addrefi’ed the new governor-general in a very elegant fpeech, 
which he anfwercd very concifely ; after which all the cannon on the ramparts gave a 
general falute. The whole flreet, up to the cathedral, was lined with men in arras, 
chiefly drawn out from among the burgheffes. The governor-general then walked 
towards the cathedral, dreffed in a fuit of red, with abundance of gold lace. His 
fervants wertt before him in green, carrying fire-arms on their fhouklers. Oh his 
arrival at the rafhedral he was received by the bifhop of Canada, and the whole clergy 
affembled. The bifhop was arrayed in his pontifical robes, and had a long gilt tiara on 
his head, and a great crozier of maffy filver in his hand. After the bifhop had ad- 
dreffed a fhort fpeech to the governor-general, a prieft brought a filver crucifix on a 
long flick, (two priefts, with lighted tapers in their hands, going on each fide of it) 
to be kiffed by the governor. The bifhop and the priefts then went through the long 
walk up to the choir. The fervauts of the governor-general followed with their hats 
on, and arms on their fhoulders. At luft came the governor-general and his fuitc, 
and after them a crowd of people. At the beginning of the choir the governor- 
general, and the General de la Galiflbnniere, ftopt before a chair covered with red 
cloth, and flood there during the whole time of the celebration of the mMs, which was 
celebrated by the bifhop himfelf. From the church he went to the palace, when the 
' gentlemen of note in the town afterwards went to pay their refpe&s to him. The re¬ 
ligious 
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ligious of the different orders, with their refpeQive fuperiors, likewife came to him, to 
teflify their joy on account of his happy arrival. Ampng the numbers that came to 
vifit him, none ftaid to dine but thofe that were invited before-hand, amon^ which I 
had the honour to be. The entertainment lafted very long, and was as elegant as the 
occafion required. 

The governor-general, Marquis de la Jonquiere, was very tall, and, at that time, 
fomething above fixty years old. He had fought a defperate naval battle with the - 
Englilh in the laft war, but had been obliged to furrender, the Englilh being, as it was 
fold, vaflly fuperior in the number of Ihips and men. On this occafion he was 
wounded by a ball, which entered one fide of his fhouldcr, and came out at the other. 
He was very complaifant, But knew how to preferve his dignity, when he diftributed 
favours. 

Many of the gentlemen, prefent at this entertainment afferted that the following 
expedient had been fuccefsfully employed to keep wine, beer, or water, cool during 
fummer; The wine or other liquor is bottled; the bottles are well corked, hung up 
in the air, and wrapped in wet clouts. This cools the wine in the bottles, notwithftand- 
ing it was quite warm before. After a little while the clouts are again made wet, with 
the coldeft water that is to be had, and this is always continued. The wine or other 
liquor, in the bottles is then always colder than the water with which the clouts are 
made wet. And though the bottles Ihould be hung up in the funlhine the above way 
of proceeding will always have the fame effeft *. 

AuguH 16tli. The occidental arbor vita: f is p. tree which grows very plentiful in 
Canada, but not much farther fouth. The moll foutherly place I have feen it in, is a 
place a little on the fouth fide of Saratoga, in the province of New-York, and likewife 
near Caffes, in the fame province, which places are , in forty-two degrees and ten 
minutes north latitude. 

Mr. Bartram, however, informed me, that he had found a fingle tree of this kind in 
Virginia, near the Falls in the river James. Doftor Golden likewife afierted, that he 
had feen it in many places round his feat at Coldingham, which lies between New-York 
and Albany, about forty-one degrees thirty minutes north latitude. The French, all 
over Canada, call it cedre blanc. The Englilh and Dutch in Albany, likewife call it 
*fhe white cedar. The Englilh in Virginia, have called a thuya, which grows with them, 
a juniper. 

The places and foil where it grows bell, are not always alike, however it generally 
fucceeds in fuch ground where its roots have fufficient moiflure. It feems to prefer 
fwamps, marlhes, and other wet places to all others, and there it grows pretty tall. 
Stony hills, and places where a number of Hones lie together, covered with feveral 
kinds of moffesj, feemed to be the next in order where it grows. When the fea 
ihores were hilly and covered with moffy Hones, the thuya feldom failed to grow on 
them. It is likewife feen now and then on the hills near rivers, and other high grounds, 

* It lias been obftrve'd by Icveral experiment? that any liquor dipt into another liquor, and then expofed 
to the air for evaporation, will get a remarkable degree of cold; the quicker the evaporation fucceeds, 
after repeated dippings, the greater is the cold. I hcrefore fpirit of wine evaporating quicker than water, 
cools more than water: and fpirit of fal ammoniac, made by quick-iimiybeing Sill more volatile than fpirit 
of wine, its cooling quality is Hill greater. The evaporation fuccei(<liip^t|e 9 “#y moving the vefTel contain¬ 
ing t'.ie liquor, by expoliug it to the air, and by blowing upon it, or isfiagA Jtiiit’ of bellows. $cc de Mairan, 
DiflVrtatioii fur'lc Glace, Prof. Richman in Nov. Comment. Petrop, ad an. 1747 & 1748. and Dr. 
Cullen in the Edinburgh phyfical and literary Eflays and Obfervations. Vol. II. p. 14$. F. 

+ Thuja occidentals, Linn. • 

l Lichen, bryum, hypmim. ' * ■ 

which 
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which ate cbVered with 6r mould; but it is to be obferved that fuch 

places ^mrirtrti^ t Artya fourifh Water with "them, or receive mbifture from the upper 
•coonwi^M^ve mtretot feen it growing in feme pretty dry places; but ther^if 
never comebltd ahy cohfiderable fize. It is pretty frequent in the clefts of mountafhs, 
but cannot grow to any remarkable height or thicknefs. The tailed trees I have found 
in the woods'ih Canada, were about thirty or thirty-fjx feet high. A tree of exadly ten 
inches diameter haft minety-tWo rings round the ftem * 5 another of one foot and two 
inches in diameter had one hundred and forty-two rings f. 

The inhabitants of Canada generally make life of this tree in the following cafes. It 
being reckoned the moft durable wood in Canada, and which bell withftands putrefac¬ 
tion/fo as to remain undamaged for above a man's age, enclofures of all kinds are 
fcarce made of any other than this wood. All the pofts which are driven into the 
ground/ are made of the Thuya wood. The palifades round the forts in Canada are 
likewife made of the fame wood. The planks in the houfes are made of it j and the * 
thin narrow pieces of wood which form both the ribs and the bottom of the bark boats, 
commonly made ufe of here, are taken from this wood, becaufe it is pliant enough for 
the purpofe, efpecially whilft it is frelh, j§nd likewife becaufe it is very light. The 
Thuya wood is reckoned one of the bell for the ufe of lime kilns. Its branches are 
ufed all over Canada for beforns ; and the twigs and leaves of it being naturally bent 
together, feem to be very proper for the purpofe. The Indians make fuch beforns and 
bring them to the towns for fale, nor do I remember having feen any beforns of any 
other wood. The frefh branches have-a peculiar, agreeable feent, which is pretty 
ftrongly ftnelled in houfes where they make ufe of beforns of this kind. 

This thuya is made ufe of for feveral medicinal purpofes. The commandant of Fort 
St. Frederick, M. de Lufignan, could never diffidently praife its excellence for rheu¬ 
matic pains. He told me he had often feen it tried, with remarkable good fuccefs, 
upon feveral perfons, in the following manner. The frelh leaves are pounded in a 
mortar, and mixed with hog’s greafe, or any other greafe. This is boiled together till 
it becomes a falve, which is fpread on linen, and applied to the part where the pain is. 
The falve gives certain relief in a fliort time. Againll violent pains, which move up and 
down in the thighs, and fometimes fpread all over the body, they recommend the 
following remedy. Take of the leaves of a kind of polypody | four-fiths, and of the 
cones of the thuya one-fifth, both reduced to a coarfe powder by thcmfelves, and mixed 
together afterwards. Then pour milk-warm water on it, fo as to make a poultice, 
which fpread on linen, and wrap it round the body: but as the poultice burns like fire, 
they commonly' lay a cloth between it and the body, otherwife it would bum and fcorch 
the ikin. I have *heard this remedy praifed beyond meafure, by people who faid they ' 
had experienced its good effe£ls. An Iroquefe Indian told me, that a deco&ion of 
thuya leaves was ufed as a remedy for the cough. In the neighbourhood of Saratoga, 
they life this deco&ion in* the intermitting fevers. 

The thuya tree keeps its leaves, and is green all winter. Its feeds, are ripe towards 
the end of September, old ftyle. The fourth of Odober of this year, 1749, fome of 
the cones, efpecially thofe which flood much expofed to the heat of the fun, .had 
already dropt their feeds, and all the other cones were opening in order to lhed them. 
This tree has, in common with many other American trees, the quality of growing 

* Of thefe rings or circles, it Is well known all trees get but one every year, fo that they fervetoafeer- 
tain the age of the tree, and the qtiicknefs or fio'wncfs of its growth. F. 
f The Jbarit is not included, when I fpcak of the diameters of thefe trees: 
t Polypodium fronde pinnata, pinnis altetnis ad bafm fugernc appendiculatis. 

vol. xiii. 4P plentiful 
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plentiful in marfhes and thick woods, which may be with certainty called its native 
places. However, there is fcare a fingle thuya tree in thofe places which bears feeds ; 
if, on the other hand, a tree accidentally Hands on tHe outfide of a wood, on the fea 
fliore, or in a field, w here the air can freely come at it, it is always full m feeds. I 
have found this to be the cafe with the thuya, on innumerable occafions. It is the 
fame likewife with the lugar-mapje, the maple which is good for healing fcorched 
wounds, the white fir-tree, the pine called PeruiTe, the mulberry ant^everal others. 

. Auguft 17th. This day I went to fee the nunnery of the Urfuliries, which is diipofed 
nearly in the lame way as the two other nunneries. It lies in the town, and has a very 
fine church. The nuns are renowned for their piety, and they go left abroad than any 
others. The men arc likewife not allowed to go into this monaftery, except by the 
fpecial licence of the bifliop. At the defire of the Marquis de la Gallifibnniere the 
„ bilhop granted me leave to vifit this monaftery together with, the royal phyfician 
M. Gaulthier. On our arrival we were received by the abbefs, who was attended by a 
great number of nuns, for the moft part old ones. We faw the church; and, it being 
Sunday, wc found fome nuns on every fide of it kneeling by themfelves, and faying 
prayers. As foon as we came into the churcjj^ the abbefs and the nuns with her dropt 
on their knees, and fo did M. Gaulthier and myfelf. We then went to an apartment or 
fmall chapel dedicated to the Virgin Mary, at the entrance of which, they all fell on 
their knees again. We aftewards faw the kitchen, the dining hall, and the apartment 
they work in, which is large and fine. They do all forts of neat work there, gild 
pi&ures, make artificial flowers, &c. The dining hall is difpofed in the fame manner as 
in the other two monafteries. Under the tables are finall drawers for each nun to keep 
her napkin, knife and fork, and other things in. Their cells are fmall, and each nun 
has one to herfelf. The walls are not painted; a little bed, a table with a drawer, and 
a crucifix, and pi&ures of faints on it, and a chair, conftitute the whole furniture of a 
cell. We were then led into a room full of young ladies about twelve years old and 
below that age, fent thither by their parents to be inftrutted in reading, and in matters 
of religion. They are allowed to go to vifit their relations once a day, but muft not 
ftay away long. When they have learnt reading, and have received inftruftions in 
religion, they return to their parents again. Near the monaftery is a fine garden, 
which is furrounded with a high wall. It belongs to this inftitution, and is ftocked with 
all forts of kitchen-herbs and fruit-trees. When the nuns are at work, or during 
dinner, every thing is filent in the rooms, unlefs fome one of them reads to the others; 
but after dinner, they have leave to take a walk for an hour or two in the garden, or 
to divert themfelves within-doors. After we had leen every thing remarkable here, we 
took our leave, and departed. _ ' 

About a quarter of a Swedilh mile to the weft of Quebec, is a well of. mineral 
waters, which carries a deal of iron ochre with it, and has a pretty ftrong tafte. M. 
Gaulthier faid, that he had preferibed it with fuccefs in coftive cafes, and the like 
difeafes. 

I have been allured, that there are no fnakes in the woods and fields round Quebec, 
whofe bite ispoifonous; fo that one can fafely walk in the grafs. I have never found 
any that endeavoured to bite, and all were very fearful. »In the fouth parts of Canada, 
it is not advifeable to be off one’s guard. 

A very fmall fpecies of black ants * live in ant-hills, in high grounds, .in woods; they 
look exactly like our Swedilh ants, but are much lefs. 


f Formica nigra. Linn. 
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Auguft aift. To-day there were fome people of three Indian nations in this country 
with the governor-general, viz. Hurons, Mickmacks, and Anies * ; the lalt of which 
are a natupi of Iroquefe, and allies of the Englifh, and were taken prifoners in the laft 
war. 

The Hurons are fome of the fame Indians with thofe who live at Lorette, and have 
received the Chriftiau religion. They are tall, robuft people, well fhaped, and of 
a copper-colour. 'They have fhort black hair, which is fhaved on the forehead, from 
one ear to the other. None of them wear hats or caps. Some have ear-rings, others . 
not. Many of them have the face painted all over with vermillion; others have only 
ftrokes of it on the forehead, and near the ears.; and fome paint their hair with Ver¬ 
million. Red is the colour they chiefly make ufe of in painting themfolves; but I have 
likewife feen fome, who had daubed their face with a black colour. Many of them 
have figures in the face, and on the whole body, which are ftained into the fkin, fo as, 
to be indelible. The manner of making them /hall be deferibed in the fequel. .Thefe 
figures are commonly black; fome have a fnake painted in each cheek, fome have 
feveral crofles, fome an arrow, others the fun, or any thing elfe their imagination leads 
them to. They have fuch figures likewife on the breaft, thighs, and other parts of the 
body; but fome have no figures at all. They wear a fhirt, which is either white or 
checked, and a (baggy piece of cloth, which is either blue or white, with a blue or red 
ftripc below. This they always carry over their fhoulders, or let it hang down, in which 
cafe they wrap it round their middle. Round their neck, they have a firing of violet 
wampums, with little white wampums I/etween them. Thefe wampums are fmail, of 
the figure of oblong pearls, and made of the fhells which the Englifh call clams f. At 
the end of the wampum firings, many of the Indians wear a large French filver coin, 
with the king’s effigy, on their Breads. Others have a large fhell on the breaft, of a 
fine white colour, which they value very high, and is very dear-; others, again, have no 
ornament at all round the neck. They all have their breafts uncovered. Before them 
hangs their tobacco-pouch, made of the fkin of an animal, and the hairy fide turned 
outwards. Their fhoes are made of fkins, and bear a great refemblance to the fhoes 
without heels, which the women in Finland make ufe of. Inftead of ftockings, they 
wrap the legs in pieces of blue cloth, as F have feen the Ruffian boors do. 

The Mickmacks are dreffed like the Hurons, but diftinguifh themfolves by their long 
ftrait hair, of a jetty-black colour. Almofl all the Indians have black ftrait hair; how¬ 
ever, I have met with a few, whofe hair was pretty much curled. But it is to be 
obferved, that,it is difficult to judge of the true complexion of the Canada Indians, 
their blood being mixed with the Europeans, either by the adopted prifoners of both, 
fexes, or by the Frenchmen, who travel in the country, and often contribute their 
fhare towards the encreafe of the Indian families, their women not being very fhy. 
The Mickmacks are commonly not fo tall as the Hurons. I have not feen any Indians 
whofe hair was as long and ftrait as theirs. Their language is different from that of 
the Hurons; therefore there is an interpreter here for them on purpofe. 

The Anies are the third kind of Indians which came hither. Fifty of them went 
cut in the war, being allies of the Englifh, in order to plunder in the neighbourhood of 
Montreal. But the French,' being informed of their fcheme, laid an ambulh, and killed 
with the firfl difebarge of their guns forty-four of them; fo that only the four who were 
here to-day faved their lives, and two others, who were ill at this time. ‘They are as 
tall as the Hurons, whofe language they fpeak. The Hurons feem to have a longer, 

f Venus mercenaruu Linn. 
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and the Antes a rounder feee. The Antes have femeth&ig^uelin their looks; but 
their drefs is the fame as that of the other Indians. They wearhn oblong-piece q£ white 
tin betweejn the hair which lies on the neck. One. of thofe I faW had takea^ai flower of 
the rofe mallow, out of a garden, where it was in full bloffom aTthist^i'arid put it 
among the hair at the top of hisbead. Each of the Indians has a tobacl&pipe of grey 
lime-ftone, which is blackened afterwards, and has a long tube ofmagpd* There were 
no Indian women prefent at this interview. As foon as the govefl{|p-general came in, 

, and was feated in order to fpeak with them, the Mickmacks fat down on the ground, 
like Laplanders, but the other Indians took chairs. 

There is no printing-prefs in Canada, though there formerly was one; but all books 
are brought from France, and all the orders made in the country are written, which 
extends even to the paper-currency. They pretend that the prefs is not yet introduced 
here, left it Ihould be the means of propagating libels againft the government, and 
religion. But the true reafon feems to lie in the poornefs of the country, as no printer 
could put off a fufficicnt numbers of books for his fubfiftence; and another reafon may 
be, that France may have the profit arifing from the exportation of books hither. 

The meals here are in many refpe&s different from thofe in the Engliih provinces. 
This perhaps depends Upon the difference of cuftom, tafte, and religion, between the 
two nations. They eat three meals a day, viz. breakfaft. dinner, and fupper. They 
breakfaft commonly between feven and eight. For the French here rife very early, 
and the governor-general can be fpoke to at feven o’clock, which is the time when he 
has his levee. Some of the tnen dip a piece of bread in brandy, and cat it; others 
take a dram of brandy, and eat a piece of bread after it. Chocolate is likewife very 
common for breakfaft, and many of the ladies drink coffee. Some eat no breakfaft at 
all. I have, never feen tea made ufe of; perhaps bectfufe they can get coffee and cho¬ 
colate from the French provinces in South America; but mull get tea from China, 
for which it is not worth their while to fend the money out of their country. Dinner 
is pretty exactly at noon. People of quality have a great variety of diflies, and the reft: 
follow their example, when they invite ftrangers. The loaves are oval, and baked of 
wheat flour. For each perfon they put a plate, napkin, fpoon, and fork. Sometimes 
they likewife give knives; but they are genetally omitted, all the ladies and gentlemen 
being provided with their own knives. The fpoons and forks are of fiiver, and the 
plates of Delft ware. The meal begins with a foup, with a good deal of bread in it. 
Then follow frefli meats of various kinds, boiled and roafted, poultry, or game, 
fricaffees, ragoos, &c. of feveral forts; together with different kinds of (allads. They 
commonly drink red claret at dinner, mixed with water; and fpruce beer is likewife 
much in ufe. The ladies drink water and fometimes wine. After dinner tjie fruit 
and fweet-meats are ferved up, which are of many different kinds, viz. walnuts, from 
France or Canada, either ripe or pickled; almonds, raifins, hafelnuts, feveral^kinds 
of berries, which are ripe in the fummer feafon, fuch as currents ^pran Aerries. which 
are preferyed in treacle; many preferves in fugar, as flraw-bfiJl^i^a^berries, black¬ 
berries, and hiois-berries. Cheefe is likewife a part of the deleft, and fo isrmilk, 
which they eat laft of all with fugar. Friday and Saturday they eat ho fled), according 
to the Roman Catholic rites; but they well know how?.to guard agaitift hunger. . On 
thofe days they boil all forts of kitchen-herbs, andiruir; fifties, eggs, and. milk, 
jprepared in.various ways.* They cut cucumbers intoflices, and eat themwUh v ttpam, 
which is a very good dills. Sometimes they put whole cucumbers ontfie tableland 
evety body that likes them takes one, peels, and flices it, and dips theflices into felt, 
eating^hem like raddilhes. Melons abound here, ami are always eaten with fugar. 



kalm’s travels whorth America. 66 i. 

Theynever po t v ariy ■ •&p' vrtHHfie : or brandy, and upon the whole, they Mid the 

ruga£ ; »we do in Sweden;thotfg§ both nations 
l ar ^ pl^tatiori^m th«ir ‘We# Indian poffeffions. They fay ho gfatf'fcgforf^Rr 
after that ifteals, but only crofs themfelves, which is likewife omitted by feme, Jm- 
medlatelyafter diimer,they drink a difli of coffee* without cream; Supper is com¬ 
monly at’ fevety|dpck, or between feven and eight at night, and the diffies the fame 
as at dinner. tfljRmg ana punch are not to be met with here, though the latter is well 

Anguft 234 In many places hereabouts they ufe their dogs to fetch water out of the 
river. I faw two great dogs to-day put before, a little cart, one before the other; 
They had neat hamefs, like horfes,and bits in their mouths. In the cart was a barrel. 
The dogs are dire&ed by a boy, who runs behind the cart, and as foon as they come 
to the river, they jump in of their own accord. When the barrel is filled, the dog* 
draw their burthen up the hill again, to the houfe they belong to. I have frequently 
feen dogs employed in this manner, during my ftay at Quebec. * Sometimes they put 
but one dog before the Water carts, which are made final! on purpofe. The dogs afe 
not very great, hardly of the fize of our common farmers dogs*. The boys that attend 
them have great whips, with which they make them go on occafionally. I have feen 
them fetch not only water, but likewife wood, and other things. In winter it is 
cuftomary in Canada , for travellers to put dogs before little fledges, made on purpofe 
to hold their cloathes, provifions, &c Poor people commonly employ them on their 
winter journies, and go on foot themfelves. Almoft ail the wood, which’the poorer 
people in this country fetch out of the woods in winter, is carried by dogs, which have 
therefore.got the name of horfes of the poor people. They commonly place a pair of 
dogs before each load of Wood: I have likewife feen fome neat little fledges, for ladies 
to ride in, in winter; they are drawn by a pair of dogs, and go fafter on a good road 
than one would think. A middle-fized dog is fuflicient to draw a Angle perfon, when 
the road* are good. I have been told by old people, that horfes were very fcarce here 
in their youth, and almoft all the land-carriage was then effected by dogs. Several 
Frenchmen, who have been among the Efquimaux on Terra Labrador, have allured 
me, that they not only make ufe of dogs for drawing drays, with their provifions* 

. and Other neeeffaries, but are likewife drawn by them theinlelves, in little fledges. 

Auguft 25th. The high hills to the weft of the town abound with fprings. Thefe 
hills confift of the black lime-flate, before* mentioned, and are pretty fteep, fo that it 
is difficult to get to the top. Their perpendicular height is about twenty or four-and- 
twenty yards. Their fummits are deftitute of trees, and covered with a thin cruft of 
earth, lying on the lime-flates, and are employed for corn-fields, or paftures. It feems 
inconceivable, therefore, from whence thefe naked hills could take fo many running 
fprings, which in fome places gufh out of the hills, like torrents. Have thefe hills the 
quality of attra&ing the water out of the air in the day time, or at night ? Or are the 
lime-flates more apt to it than others ? . 

All the horfes in Canada are ftrong, well made, fwift, as tall as the horfes of Our 
cavalry, and of a breed imported from France. The inhabitants have the cuftom of 
docking the tails of theirwhich is rather hard upon them here, as they eaitinot 
defend themfeives againft d||' ^numerous fwarras of gnats, gad-flies, atid:ftorfe-flies. 
They put the horfes one before the other in their carts, * which' has. p»0&ably occa- 
fiohed the docking pf their tails, as the horfes would hurt the eyes of thole behind 
theta, by moving their talfe backwards and forwards. The governor-genera!, and a 
few of the chief people in town, have coaches, the refomake ufe of open horfe-chairs. 

■ ‘ a ‘ It 
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It is a general complaint, that the' country people begin to keep too many horfes, by 
which means the caws are kept fhort of food in winter. , 

The cows have likewife been imported from France, and are of the fizc of our 
common Swedifh cows. Every body agreed that the cattle, which were, born of the 
original French breed, never grew up to the fame fizc. This they aferibe to the cold 
winters, during which they are obliged to put their cattle into ilabjib and give them 
but little food. Almoft all the cows have horns, a few, hoWveb, |pave feen without 
•them. A cow without horns would be reckoned an unheard of curiofity in Penfyivania. 
The beef and veal at Quebec is reckoned fatter and more palatable than at Montreal. 
Some look upon the fahy paftures below Quebec as the caule of this difference. In 
Canada the oxen draw with the horns, but in the Euglilh colonies they draw with their 
withers, as horfes do. The cows vary in colour; however, inuft of them are either red 
or black. 

Every countryman commonly keeps a few fheep, which Fupply him with as much 
wool as he wants to clothe himlelf with. The better fort of clothes are brought from 
France. The fheep degenerate here, after they are brought front France, and 
their progeny flill more fo. The want of food in winter is laid to caufe this 
degeneration. 

I have not feen any goats in Canada, and I have been jjfiumi that there are none. 
I have feen but very few in the Engiiflt colonies, and only in their towns, where they 
are kept on account of fume lick people, who drink the milk by the advice of their 
phyftcians. 

The harrows are triangular; two of the Odes are fix feet, and the third four feet 
long. The teeth, and every other part of the harrows are of wood. The, teeth are 
about five inches long, and about as much diftant fiom'cach other. 

The profptft of the country about a quarter of a mile Swtd.fii, north of Quebec, on 
the weft fide of the river St. Lawrence, is very fine. The country is very fleep towards 
the river, and grows higher as you go farther from the water. In many places it is 
naturally divided into terraces. From the heights, one can look a gn at way : Quebec 
appears very plain to the fouth, and the river St. Lawrence to the eafl, on which were 
vcflcls failing up and down. To the weft are the high mountains, which the hills of 
•ftie river end with. All the country is laid out for corn-fields, meadows, ar.d paftures; 
moft of the fields were fown with wheat, many with white cats, and feme with pcafe. 
Several fine houfes and farms are interfperfed all over the country, and none art* ever 
together. The dwelling houfe is commonly built of black lirue-flates, ;uk1 generally 
white-wafhed on the outfide. Many rivulets and brooks icli down the high grounds, 
above which the great mountains lie ,and which confift entirely of the black imi^flates, 
that fhiver in pieces in the open air. On the lime-llatcs lies a mould of two or three 
feet in.dcpth. The foil in the corn-fields is always mixed with little pieces of the lime- 
flate. All the rivulets cut their beds deep into the ground; fo that their fhores are 
commonly of Jime-flate. A dark grey lime-ftone is lometimes found among the ftrata, 
which, when broke, fmells like ftink-ftone. '* 

r I bey were now building feveral fhips below Quebec, for the king's account. How¬ 
ever, before my departure, an order arrived from prohibiting the further 

building of fhips of war, except thofe which were alre3lfl|p :the flocks ; becaufe they 
bad found, that the fhips built of American oak do not laft fo long as thofe of European 
oak. Near Qmbec is found very little oak, and what grows there is not fit for ufe, 
being*very fmall; therefore they are obliged to fetch their oak timber from thoff palrts 
of Canada which border upon New England. But all the North American oaks have 
3 the 
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the quality of lading longer, and withftanding putrefaction better, the farther north 
they grow, and viee Wfa. The umber from the confines of New England is brought 
in floats or. rafts on the rivers near ihofe parts, and near the lake St. Pierre, which fall 
into the great river St. Lawrence. Some oak is likewif^ brought from the country 
between Montreal and Fort St. Frederick, or Fort Champlain; but it is not reckoned 
fo good as the.fird, and the place it comes from is further didant. 

Auguft 26th.gp hey fhewed a green earth, which had been brought to the general 
Marquis de laiTGaliffonniere, from the upper parts of Canada. It was a clay’ 
which cohered very fall together, and was of a green colour throughout, like* 
verdigreafe *. 

All the brooks in Canada contain crawfifh, of the fame kind with ours. The French 
are fond of eating them, and fay they are vaftly dccreafed in number fmee they have 
begun to catch them. 

The common people in the country feem to be very poor. They have the neceffaries 
of life, and but little elfe. They are content with meals of dry bread and water, 
bringing all other provifions, fuch as butter, cheefe, fleih, poultry, eggs, &c. to town, 
in order to get money for them, for which they buy clothes and brandy for themfelves, 
and dreffes for their women. Notwithftanding their poverty, they are always cheerful 
and in high fpirits. ; * 

Auguft 29th. By the defire of the governor-general. Marquis de la Jonquiere, and 
of Marquis de la Galiffonniere, I fet out with fome French gentlemen to vifit the 
pretended filver-mine, or the lead-min,e, near the bay §t. Paul. I was glad to- under- 
take this journey, as it gave me an opportunity of feeing a much greater part of the 
country than I (hould otherwife have done. This morning therefore we fet out on our 
tour in a'boat, and went down the river St. Lawrence. 

The profpeft near Quebec is very lively from the river. The town lies very high, 
and all the churches and other buildings appear very confpicuous. The fliips in the 
river below ornament the landfcape on that fide. The powder magazine, which ftands- 
at the fummit of the mountain on which the town is built, towers above all the other 
buildings. 

The country we paffed by afforded a no lefs charming fight. The river St. Lawrence 
flows nearly from fonth to north here ; on both fides of it are cultivated fields, but 
more on the weft fide than on the eafl fide. The hills on both (bores are deep and 
high. A number of fine hills feparated from each other large fields, which looked 
quite white from the corn with which they are covered, and excellent woods of deci- 
duous trees, »inade the country round us look very pleafant. Now and then we (aw 
a church of lloiie, and in feveral places brooks fell from the hills into the river. 
Where the brooks are confiderable, there they have made law-mills and water- 
mills. 

After rowing for the fpace of a French mile and a half, we came to the ille of 
Orleans, which is a large ifland, near feven French miles and a half long, and altnoft 
twq,of thofe miles broad, in the wideft part. It lies in the middle of the river St. Law¬ 
rence, is very high, has deep and very woody Cures. There are fome places without 
trees, which have farm houfes below, quite clofe to the (hore. The ifte itfelf Li 
well cultivated, and nothing but fine houfes of (tone, large corn-fields, meadows, 
piftures, woods of deciduous trees, and fome churches built of (tone, are to be feeh 
on it. 

• It was probably Impregnated with particles of copper ore. 

' We 
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We went into that branch o£*he m?r which flows on tHe.we$ 4 ide of the ifle of 
Orleans* it being the Ihorteft. It is reckoned aboutaquartcf of, a Fnmch ,milp b59ad, 
but (hips cannot take this rpad, on account of the land banks which lie here new die 
projecting points erf land, and on acojunt of the (hallownefs.of the watery the rocks 
and ftones at the bottom* The IhorS on both tides ftiUkeptthe fame appearance as 
before* On the weft fide, or on the continent, the hills near the river confift 
throughout of black lime-flate, and the houfes of the peafants are tname of this kind of 
ftone, white-walhed on the outfide. Some few houfes are of different kinds of ftone. 
‘The row of ten mountains, which is on the weft fide of the river, and runs nearly 
from fouth to north, gradually corned-nearer to the river: for at Quebec they are near 
two French miles diftant from the fliore; but nine French miles lower down the river 
they are almoft clofe to thefhore. Thefe mountains are generally covered with woods, 
but in fome places the woods have been deftroyed by accidental fires. About eight 
French miles and a, half from Quebec, on the weft fide of the river, Is a church called 
St. Anne, clofe to the fliore. This church is remarkable, becaufe the fliips from 
France and other parts, as foon as they are got fo far up the river St. Lawrence, as to 
get fight of it, give a general difchprge of their artillery, as a fign of joy, that they have 
pafled all danger in the river, and have efcaped all the fands in it. 

The water had a pale red colour, and was very dirty in thofe parts of'the 
river which we law to-day, though it was every where computed above fix fathoms 
deep. Somewhat below Sr. Anne, on the weft fide of the river St. Lawrence, 
another river, called le Grande Riviere, or the Great River, falls in it. Its water 
flows with fuch violence, as to make its way almoft into the middle of the branch 
of the river St. Lawrence, which runs between the continent and the ifle of * 
Orleans. . 

About two o’clock in the afternoon the tide began to flow up the river, and the wind 
being likewife againft us, we could not proceed any farther, till the tide began to ebb. 
We therefore took up our night’s lodging in a great farm belonging to the priefts in 
Quebec, near which is a fine church called St. Joachim, after a voyage of about 
eight French miles. We were exceeding well received here. The king has given 
all the country round about this place to the feininary, or the priefts at Quebec, who 
have leafed it to farmers who have built houfes on it. Here are two priefts, and a 
dumber of young boys, whom they inflrud in reading, writing, and Latin. Mofl of 
thefe boys are defigned for priefts: direftly oppofite to this farm, to the eaftward, is 
the north-eaft point, or the extremity of the ifle of Orleans. 

All the gardens in Canada abound with red currant Ihrubs, which were af firft brought 
< 5 ver from Europe. They grow exceffively well here, and the Ihrubs or bulhes are quite 
red, being covered all over with berries. 

The wild vines * grow pretty plentifully in the woods. In all other parts of Canada 
they plant them in the gardens, near arbours and fummer houfes. The fummer-houfes 
are made entirely pf laths, over which the vines cUm.b with their tendrils, and cover 
them entirely with their foliage, fo as to ihelter them entirely from the heat of the &n. 
They are very refrefhing and cool in fummer. 

The ftrong contrary winds obliged us to lie;all night at; St. Joachim. 

Auguft 30th. This ^morning we continued our journey in fpite of the wind, which 
was very violent againft usw The water in the river begins to get a brackiih tafte, 
when the tide is higheftj fomewhatbelow St. Joachim j and the farther one goes down, 

* Vitia labrufea & vulpina. 

the 
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the more the faline tafte encreafes. At firft the weftern Ihore of the river has fine, 
but low corn-fields, but foon after the high mountains run clofe to the river fide. 
Before they come to the river, the hilly ihores confift of bljck lime-flate; but as foon 
as the high mountains appear on the river fide, tify| lime-flaies difappear. For the ftone, 
of which the high mountains confift, is a chalky rock-ftone, mixed with glimmer and 
quartz *. The glimmer is black, the quartz partly violet, and partly grey. All the 
four conftituent ptfirts are lb well mixed together, as not to be eafily feparated by an 
inftrument, though plainly diftinguilhable with the eye. During our journey to-day, 
the breadth of the river was generally three French miles. They fliewed me the turn- ’ 
ings the Ihips are obliged to fail in, which feem to.lp very troublefome, as they are obli¬ 
ged to bear away for cither Ihere as occafion requires, or as the rocks and lands in the 
river oblige them to do. 

For the diftance of five French miles we had a very dangerous paflage to go through ; 
for the whole weftern Ihore, along which we rowed, conlilts of very high and Iteep* 
mountains, where we could not have found a fingle place to land with l'afcty, during 
the fpace of five miles, in cafe a high wind had arifen. There are indeed two or three 
openings, or holes, in the mountains, into which one could have drawn the boat, in 
the greatell danger. But they are fo narrow, that in cafe the boat could not find 
them in the hurry, it would inevitably be dallied againft the rocks. Thefe high moun¬ 
tains are either quite bare, dr covered with ibine ftuall firs Handing far afunder. In 
fome places there are great clefts going down the mountains, in which trees grow very 
clofe together, and are taller than on »he other parts of.the mountain ; fo that thofe 
places look like quick hedges, planted on the lblid rock. Soon after we paffed a fmall 
church, and fome farms round it. The place is called Petite Riviere, and they lay its 
inhabitants' are very poor, which feems very probable. They have no more land to 
cultivate than what lies between the mountains and the river, which in the wideft part 
is not above three* mufket (hot, and in molt parts but one broad. About feventeen 
French miles from Quebec the water is fo fully in the river that no .one can drink it, 
our rowers therefore provided themfelves with a kettle full of frefli water this morn¬ 
ing. About five o’clock in the evening we arrived at bay St. Paul, and took our 
lodgings with the prielts, who have a fine large houfe here, and entertained us very 
hofpitably. 

Bay St. Paul is a fmall parilh, about eighteen French miles below Quebec, lying at fome 
diftance from the ihore of a bay formed by the river, on a low plain. It is furrounded 
by high mountains on every fide, one large gap excepted, which is over againft the 
river All the’ farms are at fome diftance from each other. The church is rec¬ 
koned one of the molt ancient in Canada; which feems to be confirmed by its bad * 
architecture, and want of ornaments; for the walls are formed of pieces of timber, 
created at about two feet difiance from each other, fupporting the roof. B.tween thefe 
pieces of timber, they have made the walls of the church of lime-flate ; the roof is flat; 
the church has no ftceple, but a bell fixed above the roof, in the open air. Almoft 
all tha» country in tkis neighbourhood belongs to the pridls, who have leafed it to the 
farmers. The inhabitants live chiefly upon agriculture, and making of tar, which laft 
is fold at Quebec. 

This country being low, and fituated upon a bay of the river, it may be conj :£tured, 
that this flat ground was formerly part of the bottom of the river, and fqrmed itfelf 
either by a decreafe of water in the river, or by an encreafe of earth, which was carried 
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At half an hour after feven this morning we went down the river. The country 
near Terre d’Eboulcment is high, and confifts of hills of a loofe mould, which lie in 
three or four rows above .each other, and are all well cultivated, and moftly turned into 
corn-fields; though there are likewise meadows and paftures. 

The great earthquake which happened in Canada, in February 1663, and which is 
mentioned by Charlevoix *, has done confiderable damage to this place. Many hills 
tumbled down ; and a great part of the corn-fields on the* lovveft hills were deftroyed. 

1 hey (hewed nie feveral little iflands, which arofe in the river on this occafion. 

There are pieces of black lime-ilate fcattered on thole hills, which confift of mould. 
For the (pace of eight French miles along the fide of the river there is not a piece of 
lime-date to be feen ; but inftead of it, there are high grey mountains, confining of a 
rock-ftone, which contains a purple and a chryftaline quartz, mixed with lime-(lone, 
and black glimmer. The roots of thefe mountains go into the water. We now 
begin to fee the litnc-flates again. 

Here are a number of terns t, which fly about, and make a noife along the fltorc. 

The river is her computed at about four French miles broad. 

On the fides of the river, about two French miles inland, there are fuch terraces of 
earth as at Terra d’Eboulement; but foon after they are f ucceeded by high difagreeablc 
mountains. 

Several brooks fall into the river here, over the fleep (bores, with a great noife. 
The (hores are fometintes feveral yards high, and confifts either of earth, or of rock- 
ftone. * * 

One of thefe brooks, which flows over a hill of linte-llone, contains a mineral water. 
It has a (trong fmell of fulphur, is very clear, and does not change its colour when 
mixed with gall-apples. If it is poured into a filver cup, it looks as if the cup was 
gilt; and the water leaves a fediment of a crimfon colour at the bottom. The Hones 
and pieces of wood, which lie in the water, are covered with a (lime, which is a pale 
grey at the top, and black at the bottom of the (tone. This (lime has not much pun¬ 
gency, but taltcs like oil of tobacco. My hands had a fulphureous fmell all day, bccaule 
I had handled fome of the (limy (tones. 

The black limedlate now abounds again, near the level of the water. It lies in ftrata, 
which are placed ahnoft perpendicularly near each other, inclining a little towards 
W. S. W. Each ftratum is between ten and fifteen inches thick. Moft of them are 
(hivered into thin leaves at the top, towards the day ; but in the infide, whither neither 
fun, nor air and water can penetrate, they are clofe and compact. Some of thefe (tones 
are not quite black, but have a grcyifh caft. 

About noon we arrived at Cape aux Oyes, or Geefe Cape, which has probably got 
its name from the number of wild geefe which the French found near it, on their firlt 
arrival in Canada. At prefent we faw neither geefe, nor any kind of birds here, a 
(ingle raven excepted. Here we were to examine the renowned metallic veins in the 
mountain; but .found nothing more than fmall veins of a fine white fpar, containing a 
few fpecks of lead ore. Cap aux Oyes is computed twenty-two, or twenty-fweiFrcnch 
miles diftant from Quebec. 1 was moft pleafed by finding, that moft of the plants arc 
the fame as grow in Sweden ; a proof of which I (hall produce in the fequel. 

The fand-reed J grows in abundance in the land, and prevents its being blown 
about by the wind. 

* See hiR Hifloire dc la Nouvelle France, tom. ii. p. m. j2j. | Sterna hirundo, Linn. t 

# Arundo arenaria, Linn. 

The 



, v 

KALM $ TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA. g(Jy 

The fea-lirae grafs * likewife abounds on the Ihores. Both it and the preceding plant 
are called feigle de mer 1 by the French. I have been attired that thcfe plants grow 
m great plenty m Newfoundland, and on other North American lhores; the places 
covered with them looking, at a diftance, like corn-fields; which might explain the 
paffage in our northern accounts, of the excellent wine-land + , which mention* that 
they had found whole fields of wheat growing wild. ’ tftat 

The fea-fide plantain § is Very frequent on the fhore. The French boil its leaves 
in a broth on their feu-voyages, or eat them as a fallad. It may likewife be pickled like 
famphire. 

The bear-berries || grow in great abundance her?. The Indians, French, Englifh,. 
and Dutch, in thofe parts of North America, which I have feen, call them Sagackhomi’ 
and mix the leaves with tobacco for their ufe. 0 * 

Gale, or fweet willow f, is likewife abundant here. The French call it laurier, and . 
fome poivrier. They put the leaves into their broth, to give it a plcafant taft’e. 

The fea-rocket ** is, likewife, not uncommon. Its root is pounded, mixed with 
flour, and eaten here, when there is a fcarcity of bfead. 

The forb-tree, or mountain-afh, the cranberry-bufh, the juniper-tree, the fea-fide 
pcafe, the Linnrea, and many other Swedilh plants, are likewife to be met with 
here. 

We returned to bay St. Paul to-day. A grey teal fwam behind the boat for fome time, 
but was not near enough to be (hot at. , ’ 

Sept. ad. This morning we went to Tec the filver or lead veins. They lie a little 
on rhe fouth-fide of the mills, belonging to the prielts. The mountain in which the 
veins lie .has the fame conftituent parts as the other high grey rocks in this place, viz. 
a rock-ftone compofed of a whitifli or pak grey lime-ltone, a purple or almoft garnet- 
coloured quartz, and a black glimmer. The lime-ftone is in greater quantities here 
than the other parts; and is fo fine as to be hardly vifible. It eflervefccs very Itrongly 
with aqua fori is. The purple or garnet-coloured quartz is next in quantity ; lies let¬ 
tered in exceeding fmall grains, and ftrikes fise when /truck with a Heel.’ The little 
black particles of glimmer follow next; and lull of all, the tranlparent cryftalline 
fpeckles of quartz. There are fome fmall grains of fpar in the lime-ftone. All the 
different kinds of (tone are very well mixed together, except that the glimmer now and 
then forms little veins and lines. The Hone is very hard; but when expofed to fun- 
fhinc and the open air, it changes fo much as to look quite rotten, and becomes friable; 
and in that cafe, its conftituent particles grow quite undiftinguifhable. The mountain 
is quite full of perpendicular clifts, in which the veins of lead-ore run from E. S. E., 
to W. N. W. It feems the mountain had formerly got cracks here, which were* 
afterwards filled up w ith a kind of Hone, in which the lead-ore was generated. That 
Hone which contains the lead-ore is a loft, white, often fetnidiaphanous fpar, which 
works very eafily. In it there are fometimes (tripes of a fuowy white lime-Honc, and 
almoft always veins of a green kind of Hone like quartz. This fpar*has many cracks, 
and divides into fuch pieces as quartz; but is much l'ofter, never ftrikes lire with ftecl, 

* Elynuis arenarius, I.iim. •)• Sea rye. 

f Vinland det goda, or the good wine-land, is the name which the old Scandinavian navigator* gave to 
America, which they difeovertd long before Columbus. See Torfici Hilinria Viulaudine antiqux f partis 
America: feptentrionolis. Hafnias 17JJ, 4to. and Mr. George WeilmauuVA. M. DiflJrtation on that 
fubjett bo. 1747* F. 

§• Plantago maritima, Linn. j| Arbutus uva urfi, Linn. » 

% Myfica gale, Linn. •» Buniaa cakile, Linn. 


does 



HALM’S TRAVELS IK NORTH AMERICA. 


670 

does not effervefee with acids, and is not fmooth to the touch. It Teems to be a fpecies 
of Mr. Profeffor Wallerius’s vitrefcent fpar *. There are fometimes fmall pieces of a 
greyifh quartz in this fpar# which emit ftrong fparks of fire, when ftruck with a ft eel. 
In thefe kinds of ftone the lead-ore is lodged. It commonly lies in little lumps of the 
fize of peas; but fometimes in fpecks of an inch fquare, or bigger. The ore is very 
clear, and lies in little cubes f. It is generally very poor, a^ few places excepted. The 
veins of foft fpar, and other kinds of ftone, are very narrow, and commonly from ten 
* to fifteen inches broad. In a few places they arc twenty inches broad; and in one 
fingle place twenty-two and a half. The brook which intcrfefts the mountain towards 
the mills, runs down fo deep into thp mountain, that the diftance from the fummit of 
the hill, to the bottom of the brook, is near twelve yards. Here I examined the veins, 
and found that they always keep the fame breadth, not encreafing near the bottom of 
, the brook; and likewife, that they are no richer below, than at the top. From hence it 
may he eafily concluded, that it is not worth while finking mines here. Of thefe veins 
there are three or four in this neighbourhood, at fome diftance from each other, but all 
of the fame quality. The veins are almoft perpendicular, fometimes deviating a little. 
When pieces of the green ftone before-mentioned lie in the water, a great deal of the 
adherent white fpar and lime-ftone is confumed; but the green ftone remains untouched. 
That part of the veins which is turned towards the air is always very rough, becaufe the 
fun, air, and rain, have mouldered a great part of the fpar and lime-ftone ; but the green 
ftone has refilled their attacks. They fometimes find deep holes in thefe veins, filled 
with mountain cryftals. Thd greateft quantity* of lead or filver ore is to be found next 
to the rock, or even on the fides of vein. There are now and then little grains of pytftes 
in the fpar, which have a fine gold colour. The green ftone when poundetj, and put 
on a red-hot fliovel, burns with a blue flame. Some'fay, they can then obferve a ful- 
phurcous fmell, which 1 could never perceive, though my l'enfe of linelling is very 
perfeft. When this green ftone is grown quite red-hot, it loofes its green colour, and 
acquires a whitilh one, but will not effervefee with aqua fords. 

The fulphureous fpripg.s (if I may fo call them) are at the foot of the mountain, 
which contains the filver, or lead ore. Several fprings join here, and form a little 
brook. The water in thofe brooks is covered with a white membrane, and leaves a 
white, mealy matter on the trees, and other bodies in its way; this matter has a ftrong 
fulphureous fmell. Trees covered with this mealy matter, when dried and let on fire, 
burn with a blue flame, and emit a fmell of fulphur. The water does not change by 
being mixed with gall-apples, nor does it change blue paper into a different colour, 
which is put into it. It makes no good lather with foap. Silver is tarnilhed, and turns 
black, if kept in this water for a little while. The blade of a knife was turned quite 
black, after it had lain about three hours in it. It has a difagrecable fmell, which, they 
fay,.it fpreads lliil more in rainy weather. A number of grasshoppers were fallen into 
it at prelent, 'l he inhabitants ufed this water, as a remedy again!!: the itch. 

in the afternoon we lent to fee another vein, which had been fpoken of as lilvcr-ore. 
It lies about a quarter of a mile to the north-eaft of bay St. Paul, near a point oNand 
called Cap au Corbeau, dole to the ftiore of the river St. Lawrence. The mountain in 
which thefe veins lie, confift of a pale red vitrefcent fpar, a black glimmer, a pale lime- 
ftone, purple or garnet-coloured grains of quartz, and fome tranfparent quartz. Some¬ 
times tlie reddifh vitrefcent fpar is the molt abundant, and lies in long liripes of fmall 
hard grains. Sometimes the fine black glimmer abounds more than the remaining 

* See WaUcrius'* Mineralogy, Germ. td. p. 87. For ft. Introd. to Mineralogy, p. 1 j. 

f It k a cubic lead-ore, or lead glance. Forfter’a Introd. to Mineralogy, p. 51. 
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conftituent parts; and thefe two laft kinds of ftone generally run ift alternate ftripes. 
The white lime-flone which confifts of almoft invifible particles, is mixed in among 
them. The garnet-coloured quartz grains appear here and there, and fometimes form 
whole ftripes. They are as big as pin’s heads, round, fhining, and ftrike fire with 
fteel. All thefe ftones are very hard, and the mountains near the fca confift entirely 
of them. They fometimes lie in almoft perpendicular ftrata, of ten or fifteen inches 
thicknefs. The ftrata, however, point with their upper ends to the north-weft, and go 
upwards from the river, as if the water, which is clofe to the fouth-caft fide of the * 
mountains, had forced the ftrata to lean on that fide. Thefe mountains contain very 
narrow veins of a white, and fometimes of a grecnifh, fine, femidiaphanous, foft fpar, 
which crumbles eafily into grains. In this fpar they very frequently find fpecks, which 
look like a calamine blind *. Now and then, and but very feldom, there is a grain of 
lead-ore. The mountains near the fhore confift fometimes of a black fine-grained . 
horn-ftone, and a ferruginous Umc-ftone. The horn-ftone in that cafe is always in 
three or four times as great a quantity as the lime-ftone. 

In this neighbourhood there is likewife a fulphureous fpring, having exaftly the fame 
qualities as that which I have before deferibed. The broad-leaved reed maccf grows 
in the very fpring, and fucceeds extremely well. A mountain-afh flood near it, whofe 
berries were of a pale yellow fading colour, whereas on all other mountain-afhes they 
have a deep red colour. 

They make great quantities of tar at hay St. Paul. We now puffed near a place in 
which they burn tar, during fuinmer. Xt is exaftly the faihe with ours in Eaft Bothnia, 
only fomewhat lefs; though I have been told, that there are fometimes very great 
manufactures of it here. The tar is made folely of the pin rouge}, or red pine. All 
other firs, of which here are levei'al kinds, 'are not fit for this purpofe, bqpaule they do 
not give tar enough to repay the trouble the people are at. They make ufe of the roots 
alone, which are quite full of refin, and which they dig out of the ground ; and of 
about two yards of the ftem, juft above the root, laying afide all the reft. They have 
not yet learnt the art of drawing the refin to one fide of the tree, by peeling off the 
bark; at leaft they never take this method. The tar-barrels are about half the fize of 
ours. A ton holds forty-fix pots, and fells at prefent for twenty-five francs at Quebec. 
The tar is reckoned pretty good. 

The fand on the fhore of the river St. Lawrence confifts in fome places of a kind of 
pearl-iand. The grains arc of quartz, ftnall and femidiaphanous. In fome places, it 
confifts of little particles of glimmer; and there are likewife fpots, covered with the 
garnet-coloured fand, which I have before deferibed, and which abounds in Canada. . 

Sept. 4th. The mountains hereabouts were covered with a very thick fog to-day, 
refembling the fmoak of a charcoal-kiln. Many of thefe mountains are very high. 
During my (lay in Canada, I alkcd many people, who have travelled much in North 
America, whether they ever met with mountains fo high, that the fnow never melts 
on them in winter; to which they always anfwered in the negative. They fay that the 
fnow ASimetitnes flays on the higheft, viz. on fome of thofe between Canada and the 
Englifli colonies, during a gi'eat part of the fuinmer; but that it melts as foon as the 
great heat begins. 

* Forfler’a intTod. to Mineralogy, p. 50. Zincum ilerilum, Linn. Syff. Nat. iii. p. uSi ed. xii. 

f Typlia latifolia, Linn. 

j Pinus foliis getninis longis; ramis triplici fafciculo foliorum terrainatis, conig ovatis laevibua. filor. 
Canad, 

Every 
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Every countryflian fows as much flax as he wants for his own ufe. They had already 
taken it up fome time ago, and fprcad it on the fields, meadows, and paftures, in 
order to bleach it. It way very fhort this year in Canada. 

They find iron-ore in fcveral places hereabouts. Almoft aSwedifh mile from bay 
St. Paul, up in the country, there is a whole mountain full of iron-ore. The country 
round it is covered with a thick foreft, and has many rivulets of different fizes, which 
feem to make the ere&ion of iron-works very cafy here. But the government having 
as yet fuffered very much by the iron-works at Trois Rivieres, nobody ventures to 
propofe any thing further in that way. 

Sept. 5th. Early this morning we fet out on our return to Quebec. We continued 
our journey at noon, notwithftanding the heavy rain and thunder incommoded us. 
At that time we were juft at Petite Riviere, and the tide beginning to ebb, it was im« 
poffible for us to come up againft it; therefore we lay by here, and went on there. 

Polite Riviere is a little village on the weftern fide of the river St. Lawrence, and 
lies on a little rivulet, from whence it takes its name. The houfes are built of ftonc, 
and are difperl'ed over the country. Here is likewife a fine little church of ftone. To 
the weft of the village are fome very high mountains, which caufe the fun to let three 
or four hours fooner here than ordinary. The river St. Lawrence annually cuts off* a 
piece of land, 011 the call fide of the village, lo that the inhabitants fear they will in a 
Ihort time lofe all the land they poffefs here, which at moll is but a mufket Ihol broad. 
All the houfes here are very full of children. 

The lime-flates on the hifls are of two kinds. One is a black one, which 1 have 
often mentioned, and on which the town of Quebec is built. The other is generally 
black, and fometimes dark grey, and feems to be a fpecies of the former. , It is called 
pierre a chaux here. It is chiefly diftingutlhed froth the former, by being cut very 
eafily, giving a very white lime when burnt, and not eafily mouldering into Ihivers 
in the air. The walls of the houfes here are entirely made of this Hate ; and likewife 
the chimnies, thofe places excepted which are expofed to the greateft fire, where they 
place pieces of grey rock-ftone, mixed with a deal of glimmer. The mountains near 
Petite Riviere confift merely of a grey rock-ftone, which is entirely the fame with that 
which I described near the lead-mines of bay St. Paul. The foot of thofe mountains 
confifts of one of the lime-flate kinds. A great part of the Canada mountains of grey 
rock-ftone ftand on a kind of ilate, in the fame manner as the grey rocks of Weft 
Gothland in Sweden. 

Sept. 6th. They catch eels and porpefles here, at a certain feafon qf the year, viz. 
at the end of September, and during the whole month of O&ober. „ The eels come up 
the river at that time, and are caught in the manner I have before def’eribed, They 
are followed by the porpefles, which feed upon them. The greater the quantity of 
eels is, the greater is likewife the number of porpefles, which are caught in the follow¬ 
ing manner: when the tide ebbs in the river, the porpefles commonly go down along 
the fides of the river, catching the cels which they find there. The inhabitants-, of this 
place therefore ftick little twigs, or branches with leaves, into the river, in 3 * curve 
line or arch, the ends of which look towards thefhore, but ftand at fome dillance from 
it, leaving a paffage there. The branches ftand about two feet diftant from each other. 
When the porpefles come amongft them, and perceive the ruffling the water makes 
with the leaves, they dare not venture to proceed, fearing left there fhould be a fnare, 
or trap, and endeavour to go back. Meanwhile the water has receded lb much, that 
in fcoing back they light upon one of the ends of the arch, whofe moving leaves frighten 
them again. In this contydion they fwim backwards and forwards, till the water is 

entirely 
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entirely ebbed off, and they lie on the bottom, where the inhabitants kill them. They 
give a great quantity of train-oil. J 

TK N T. the o^°f re ’ ,1 s 3 grey ful1 cracks, and pierced by worms. 

The holes are fmall perpendicular and big enough to admit a middling pin. Their 

fides are hkewife ferruginous, and half-petrified; and where the clay has been 
wafhed away by the water, the reft looks like ochre-coloured flumps of tobacco-pipe 

IUD6S, 


At noon we left Petite Riviere, and continued our journey towards St. Joachim. 

Between Petite Riv.cre, which lies in a little bay, and St. Joachim, the wefternfhorc 
of the river St. Lawrence confifts of prominent mountains, between which there are 
feveral fmall bays. 1 hey have found, by long experience, that there is always a wind 
on thefe mountains, even when it is calm at Petite Riviere. And when the wind is 
pretty high at the laft-mentioned place, it is not advifeablc to go to Quebec in a boat 
the wind and waves, in that cafe, being very high near thefe mountains. We had at' 
prefent an opportunity of experiencing it. In the creeks between the mountains, the 
lvater was almoft quite fmooth; but on our coming near one of the points formed 
by the high mountains, the waves encreafed, and the wind was fo high, that two 
people were forced to take care of the helm, and the mail broke feveral times. 
The waves are hkewife greatly encreafed by the ftrong current near thofe points or 
capes. 

Sept. 7th. A little before noon, we continued our vovage from St. Joachim. 

They employ tree-mufhrooms very frequently inftead «jf tinder. Thofe which are 
taken from the fugar-maple are reckoned the beft; thofe of the red maple are next in 
goodnefs ; and next to them, thofe of the fugar-birch. For want of thefe, they like- 
wife make ufe of thofe which grc\ r on the afp-tree or tremble. 

There are no other ever-green trees in this part of Canada than the thuya, the yew, 
and fome of the fir kind. 1 1 

ihe thuya is efteemed for refilling putrefaction much longer than any other wood j 
and next in goodnefs to it is the pine, called perufiehcre. 

They make cheefc in feveral places hereabouts. That of the ifle of Orleans is, 
however, reckoned the beft. This kind is fmall, thin, and round ; and four of them 
weigh about a French pound. Twelve of them fell for thirty fols. A pound of fait 
butter cods ten lols at Quebec, and of frefh butter fifteen fols. Formerly, they could 
get a pound of butter for four fols here. 

The corn-fields towards the river are Hoping; they are differed to lie fallow and to 
be fown alternately.. The fown ones looked yellow at this diftance, and the fallow 
ones green. The weeds are left on the latter all dimmer, for the cattle to feed upon. 

The alh wood furnilhes the beft hoops for tuns here ; and for want of it, they take 
the thuya, little birch trees, wild cherry-trees, and others. 

The hills near the river, on the weftern fide, oppodte the ifle of Orleans, are very 
high and pretty fteep. They conflft, in mod parr, of black lime-flate. There are 
likewid/fome fpots which confift of a rock-ftone, which, at flrft fight, looks like a 
fand-llone, and is compofed of grey quartz, a reddilh lime-ftone, a little grey lime- 
ftone, and fome pale grey grains of fand. Thefe parts of the Itonc are fmall and pretty 
equally mixed with each other. The ftone looks red, with a greyifli call, and is very 
hard. It lies hr ftrata, one above another. The thicknefs of each ftratum is about 
five inches. It is remarkable, that there are both elevated and hollow impreflions of 
peftiniteson thefurface, where one Hkewife meets with the petrified (hells themfelves»; 
but on breaking the ftone, it does not even contain the leaft veftige of an impreffion or 
voi.. xih. 4 k petrified 
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petrified fliell. j£ll the impreffions are fmall, about the length and breadth of an inch. 

"wke jf# la&ifeel* a nd the particulars of lime. 
. , . .fed loWer furfaces of the drata 

: xJMmF Tftity break great quantities of this 
ifp It, and make dair-cafcs of it. 

ale, that there arc pcti ifudions 


in 




th ftcd<! of gale*, which is calltc 


woolleri ^arR 
grows abundant inVet pk 

i,This evening, M. Gaulihier and'l went to!fee the water fall at Montmoronci. The 
cpiuntry near me river is high and level, and laid out into meadows. Above them rht 
high and fteep*hUls begin, which arc covered with a uufl of mould, and mined into 
dprn.fieids. In feme very deep placetL and near the mulct*, the lullsconfill of inert 
Jtitck hrae-flate, which is oftenUrUfiibled info fmall pieces, like earth. All the l\< Ids 
hdow the hills are foil of ftu» pieces of Htne*flatc. fn foinc more d« vnted pl.ut , the 
l|nh confifts of a paid red Colour ; and thtMitnc-flates ai t like wile it ddifh. 

$A*pThc wator-fidl near Mantmorenci is one of the highul I o\cr faw. It is in a mot 
tiffiofe breadth is not very fconfiderabie, and falls ovn the ft u p fide of a hill, confiding 
entirely of black Jime-forte. Hie fell |l now atthe bottom of a little ert ek of the liver. 
Both tides of die mMkjBQttfift merely of black lime-flat , which is vi ry much c i u ktd 
dud tumbled down. The hill of liaae-flftte under the wata fall is quit' pt rptmiit ulai. 
Snd one canned look at H without aftonifhmcnt. The tain of tin pnt.dmg da\s inti 
Sficreafcd the water in the river, which gave the fill a gi.tmkr appliance. 111 
bfcadth Of the fell is not above ten or twdv< yaid^. I p lptnhcilar height 
Mr. Gaulthter and I guefled to be between a hui'*utd uid ten, and a hundri d and 
twenty fe${ *SuQUi on our rctuxju to Quebec, wc found oui guds connrintd by ftvu.il 
^gentlemen^ adfo had a&uady meafiijed the fall, and found it to be nmly as wo lud 
conje&ured. The people wno live in the ncighboui hood t vap^uatc m tin it account . 
of it, abfolutely declaring that it is three huiulrtd leu high. Father Charlevoix f i 
too fpadngi in giving it only forty feet in hught. At the bottom of the tall th<*i . 
always 4 thick fog of vapours fpreading about the water, bung nlolvt d into th n by 
its violent fail* This fog occasions alinoft perpetual ram hcu>, which is mou m h I 
heavy, In proportion to its diftance from the fell. Mr. Gaulth>er aud my f< If, to ,uhi i 
with the (nan who fhewed us the way, were willing to < urn mar.r to tin filling wit i. 
In order to e&MmM fnore accurate ly how it cam down from fiich a height, mJ h nv 
^heftonehehtTKl the water looked. But, bung about twelve yardy oft the fill, a ii.d* 
tif willd blew a tbkk fog upon u>, which, in Ids than a minute, h id wu u 
itfil^lghly as if we had walked for hilf an hour m a heavy fhower. W th > i foi e 
hdraPlpay as fad at we could, i he node of the fall is fomcrimcs heiru at y uebi t, 
^rench miles off to the fbutbward; and this is a fign of a noith- f 
|r times, it can be well heard in the villages, a good way lowpr r > t 
i 'then reckoned «ui undoubted fign of a fouth-wed wind, or \ti ram. 
4te pn the fides of the fall lies in dipping, and almod perpendicular 
lhnetiftte ftrata arc the following kinds of done to be met with. 
Fibrous gypfum {. This lies in* very thin loaves between the cracks of the lun. il e. 

* lfafet gtle Limit + See his IMoirt df la Nouv. France, tom v. p m. too. 

*j^C)^0«^w>»antifonne < Waller. Mm Oeun ed. p 74. ribroui or radiated gypium, 1 01 11 Inti ot. 

Its 
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Its colour is a fnowy white. I have found it in feveral parts of Canada, in the fame 
Wack lime-ftone. * 

> Pierre a calumet. This is the French name of a ftone difpofed in ftrata between the 
lime-(late, and of which they make almoft all the tobacco-pipe heads ia the country. 
The thicknefs of the ftrata is different. I have feen pieces near fifteen inches thick; 
but they are commonly between four and five inches thick. When the ftone is long 
expofed to the open air or *heat of the fun, it gets a yellow colour; bat in the infide it 
is grey. It is a lime-ftone of fuch a compa&nefs, that its particles are not diftinguiffiable 
by the naked eye. It is pretty foft, and will bear cutting with a knife. From this* 
quality, the people likewife judge of the goodnefs of the ftone for tobacco-pipe heads; 
for the hard pieces of it are not fo fit for ufe as file fofter ones. I have feen fome of 
thefe (tones (hivering into thin leaves on the outfide, where they were expofed to the 
fun. All the tobacco-pipe heads, which the common people in Catteda make ufe of, 
are made of this ftone, and are ornamented in different ways. A great part of the 
gentry likewife make ufe of them, cfpecially when they are on a journey. The'Indians 
have employed this (lone for the fame purpofes for feveral ages paft, and have taught 
it the Europeans. The heads of the tobacco-pipes are naturally of a pale grey colour ; 
but they are blackened whilft they are quite new, to make them look better. They 
cover the head all over with greafe, and hold it over a burning candle, or any other 
fire, by which means it gets a good black colour, which is enereafed by frequent ufe. 
The tubes of the pipes are always made of wood *. 

There are. no coals near this fall, or in the ftcep hills clofe to it. However, ’the 
people in the neighbouring village (hewed me a piece of coal, which, they faid, they 
had (bund on one of the hills about the fall. 

We at rived at Quebec very late at night. 

Sept. 8. Intermitting fevers of all kinds are very rare at Quebec, as Mr. Gaulthier 
affirms. On the contrary, they are very common near Fort St. Frederick, and near 
Fort Detroit, which is a French colony, between Lake Erie and Lake Huron, in forty- 
three degree's north latitude. 

Some of the people of quality make ufe of ice-cellars, to keep beer cool in, during 
fumnter, and to keep freffi (kfh, which would not keep long in the great heat. Thefe 
ice-cellars are commonly built of ftone, under the houle. The walls of it are covered 
with boards, becaule the icc is more eafily confutned by ftones. In winter they fill it 
with fnow, which is beat down with the feet, and covered with water. They then 
open the cellar holes and the door, to admit the cold. It is cuilomary in fummer to 
put a piece o?ice into the water or wine which is to be drank. 

All the fait which is made ufe of here is imported from France. They can make* 
good Lit here of the fea water; but France keeping the fait trade entirely to itfelf, they 
do not go on with it here. 

The Efquiinaux are a particular kind of American favages, who live only near the 
water, and never far in the country, on Terra Labrador, between^ the moft outward 
poiq'/of the mouth of the river St. Lawrence and Hudfon’s bay. I b’ave never had an 
opportunity of feeing one of them. I have fpoken with many Frenchmen who have feen 

* All over Poland, Ruflia, Turkey, and Tartary, they fmoke out of pipes made of a kind of ftone- 
mavlf, to which they fix loop, wooden tubes; for which latter purpofe, tl;ey commonly employ the you up 
{hoots of the various kinds of fpirxa, which have a kind of pith eafily to be tljruft out. The ftone-mui le 
j.s calk'd generally fea-feum, being pretty fpft; and by the Tartars, in Crimea, it is called ktfft kil And 
as jt cuts fo eafily, various figures are curtoully carved in it, when it is worked into pipe heads, ^rhich 
often arv. mounted with Elver. F. 

them. 
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them, and had th.-m on board their own veffels. I {hall here give a brief hiftory of 
them, according to their unanimous accounts. * 

The Efquimaux are entirely different from the Indians of North America, in regard 
to their complexion and their language. They are almoft as white as Europeans, and 
have little eyes: the men have likewife beards. The Indians, on the contrary, are 
copper-coloured, and the men have no beards. The Efquimaux language is laid to 
contain fome European words*. Their houfes are either' caverns or clefts in the 
..mountains, or huts of turf above ground. They never fow or plant vegetables, living 
chiefly on various kinds of whales, on lealsf, and walruffes J. Sometimes they like¬ 
wife catch land animals, on which they feed. They eat moft of their meat quite raw. 
Their drink is water; and people have likewife feen them drinking the fca-water, which 
was like brine. 

Their {hoes, {lockings, breeches, and jackets, are made of feal-fkins well prepared, 
and fewed together with nerves of whales, which may be twilled like threads, and 
are very tough. Their cloaths, the hairy fide of which is turned outwards, are fewed 
together fo well, that they can go up it) their {houlders in the water without wetting 
their under cloaths. Under their upper cloaths, they wear Hurts and wailkoats made 
of feals {kins, prepared fo well as to be quite foft. I law one of their women’s dreffes ; 
a cap, a waillcoaf, and coat, made all of one piece of feal’s fkin well prepared, foft to 
the touch, and the hair on the outfide. There is a long train behind at their coats, 
which fcarce reach them to the middle of the thigh before ; under it they wear breeches 
aiid boots, all of one piece. The Ihirt I faw was likewife made of a very foft 
feal’s {kin. The Efquimaux women are faid to be handfomer than any of the 
American Indian women, and their hulbands are accordingly more jealous in pro¬ 
portion. 

I have likewife feen an Efquimaux boat. The outfide of it confifts entirely of {kins, 
the hair of which has been taken oft'; and the fides of the {kins on which they were 
inferted are turned outwards, and feel as fmooth as vellum. The boat was near 
fourteen feet long, but very narrow, and very {harp-pointed at the extremities. In the 
infide of the boat they place two or three thin boards, which give a kind of form to 
the boat. It is quite covered with {kins at the top, excepting, near one end, a hole big 
enough for a fingle perfon to fit and row in, and keep his thighs and legs under the 
deck. The figure of the hole refetnbles a femi-circle, the bale or diameter of which 
is turned towards the larger end of the boat. The hole is furrounded with wood, on 
which a foft folded {kin is faftened with ftraps at its upper end. When the Efquimaux 
makes ufe of his boat, he puts his legs and thighs under the deck, fits down at the 
bottom of the boat, draws the {kin before-mentioned round his body, and faftens it 
well with the ftraps ; the waves may then beat over his boat with confiderable violence, 
and not a fingle drop comes into it; the cloaths of the Efquimaux keep the wet from 
him. He has an oar in his hand, which has a paddle at each end ; it ferves him for 
rowing with, and keeping the boat in equilibrium during a ftorm. The paddles of the 

# The Moravian brethren in Greenland, coming once over with fome Greenlanders to Terra Labrador, 
the Efquimaux ran away at their appearance ; but they ordertd one of their Greenlanderi to call them 
back in his language. The Efquimaux hearing his voice, and underftanding the language, immediately 
(topped, came back, and were glad to find a countryman, and wherever they went among the other 
Esquimaux, they gave out that erne of their brethren was returned. This proves the Efquimaux to be of 
a tribe different from any European nation, as the Greenland language has no fimibrity with any language- 
in Europe, F. 

t fhoca vitulina. Linn. J Trichechus rofmarus. Linn. 
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oar are very narrow. The boat will contain but a lingle perfon.. Efquimaux have 
bften been found fafe in their boats many miles from land, in violent ftorms, where 
(hips found it difficult to fave themfelves. Their boats float* on the waves like bladders, 
and they row them with incredible velocity. I am told they have boats of different 
(hapes. They have likewife larger boats of wood, covered with leather, in which 
feveral people may lit, and in which their women commonly go to fea. 

Bows and arrows, javelins and harpoons, are their arms. With the laft they kill 
whales, and other large marine animals. The points of their arrows and harpoons ’ 
are fometimes made of iron, fometimes of bone, and fometimes of the teeth of the 
walrufs. Their quivers are made of feals (kins. The needles with which they fow their 
deaths are likewife made of iron, or of bone. All their iron they get, by fome means 
or other, from the Europeans. 

They fometimes go on board the European Ihips, in order to exchange fome of' 
their goods for knives and other iron. But it is not advifeable for Europeans to* go on 
(hore, unlefs they be numerous; for the Efquimaux are falfe and treacherous, and 
cannot fuft'er ftrangers amongft them. If they find themfelves too weak, they run 
away at the approach of ftrangers ; but if they think they are an over-match for them, 
they kill all that come in their way, without leaving a Angle one alive. The Europeans 
therefore, do not venture to let a greater number of Efquimaux come on board their 
Ihips than they can eafily ina’fter. if they are fhip-wrecked on the Elquimaux coafts, 
they may as well be drowned in the fea as come fafe to the Ihore: this many Europeans 
have experienced. The European boats* and Ihips which‘the Elquimaux get into their 
power, are immediately cut in pieces, and robbed of all nails and other iron, which 
they work into knives, needles, arrow-heads, &c. They make ufe of fire for no other 
purpofes but working of iron, and preparing the Ikins of animals. Their meat is eaten 
all raw. "When they come on board an European (hip, and are offered fome of the 
failors meat, thev never will tafte of it till they have feen fome Europeans eat it. 
Though nothing pleafed other favage nations l'o much as brandy, yet many Frenchmen 
have allured me, that they never could prevail on the Efquimaux to take a dram of it. 
Their miftrult of other nations is the caufe of it; for they undoubtedly imagine that 
they are going to poifon them, or do them fome hurt; and 1 am not certain whether 
they do not judge right. They have no ear-rings, and do not paint the face like the 
American Indians. For manv centuries paft they have had dogs whofe ears are 
erected, and never hang down. They make ufe of them for hunting, and inftead of 
hones in winter, for drawing their goods on the ice. They themfelves fometimes 
ride in fledges dr^wn by dogs. They have no other domeftic animal. There are 
indeed plenty of rein-deer in their country ; but it is not known that^ either the 
Efquimaux, or any of the Indians in America, have ever tamed them. The French 
in Canada, who are in a manner the neighbours of the Efquimaux, have taken a deal 
of pains to carry on fome kind of trade with them, and to endeavour to engage them 
to a more friendly intcrcourfe with other nations. For that purpofethey took fome 
Efquitt-Jaux children, taught them to read, and educated them in the beft manner 
pollible. The intention of the French was, to fend thefe children to the Efquimaux 
again, that they might inform them of the kind treatment the French had given them, 
and thereby incline them to conceive a better opinion of the 1‘rench. But unhappily 
all the children died of the fmall-pox, and the fcheme was dropt. Many.perfons in 
Canada doubted whether the fcheme would have fucceeded, though the children had 
been kept alive. For they fay, there was formerly an Efquimaux taken by the French 
and brought to Canada, where he ftaid a good while, and was treated with great 
0 civility. 
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civility. He leamt French pretty well, and feemed to relifh the French way of living 
very well. When he was fent back to his countrymen, he was not able to make the 
leaft impreffion on them, ir. favour of the French ; but was killed by his ncareft rela¬ 
tions, as half a Frenchman and foreigner. This inhuman proceeding of the Efquimaux: 
again ft all ftrangers, is the rcafon why none of the Indians of North America ever 
give quarter to the Efquimaux if they meet with them, but kill them on the ipot; 
though they frequently pardon their other enemies, and incorporate the prifoners into 
* their nation. 

For the ufe of thofe who are fond of comparing the languages of fcveral nations, I 
have here inferted a few Efquimaux, words, communicated to me by the Jdfuit Saint 
Pie. One, kombuc ; two, tigal; three, kc ; four, miflilagat; water, fillalokto ; 
rain, killaluck; heaven, taktuck, or nabugakfhe; the fun, fhikonak. or fakaknuk; 
'the moon, takock; an egg, manneguk; the boat, kagack; the oar, pacotick; the 
knife, • lhavic ; a dog, mekke, ortimilok; the bow, pctikfick ; an arrow, katfo; the 
head, niakock; the ear, tchiu ; the eye, killik, or fhik ; the hair, nutiliad ; a tooth, 
ukak; the foot, itikat. Some think that they are nearly the lame nation with the 
Greenlanders, or Skralingcrs ; and pretend that there is a great affinity in the 
language *. 

Plumb-trees of different forts brought over from France, fuccecd very well here. 
The prelent year they did not begin to flower till this month. Some of them looked 
very well; a:ul I am told the winter does not hurt them. 

Sept. nth. The Marquis de la Galiffomfiere is one of the three noblemen, who, 
above all others, have gained high efteern with the French admiralty in the lull war. 
They are the Marquifles de la Galiffonniere, de la Joiujuicrc, and dc I’Etetidue. The 
firff of tiiefe was of a low i! attire, and fomevvhat lump-backed. He has it Jurprilmg 
knowledge in all branches of lcience, and efpeciallv in natural hiflory ; in which he is 
fo well verfed, that when he began to fpeak with me about it, i imagined 1 faw our 
great Linnsus under a new form. When he I poke of the ufe of natural hiflory, of 
the method of learning, and employing it to mile the Hate of a country, 1 w;v- afloniilied 
to fee him take his rcafnns from politics, as well as natural phiUi.phy, mathematics, 
and other fcienccs. 1 own, that my converfation with this nobleman was very 
inflruclive to me; and 1 always drew a deal of ulelul knowledge from i;. lie told 
me fevtra! ways of employing natural hiflory to the purpofes oi politics, and to make 
a country powerful, in order to deprefs its envious neighbours. Never has natural 
hiflory had a greater promoter in this country ; and it is very doubtful whether it will 
< ever have, his equal here. As foot) as he got the place of governor-general, he began 
to take thole moafurcs for getting information in natural hiflory, which 1 have men¬ 
tioned before. W hen he faw people who had for fome time been in a fettled place 
of the country, efpccially in the more remote parts, or had travelled in thofe parts, 
he always queftioned them about the trees, plants, earths, ftones, ores, animals, &c. 
of the place. No likewife enquired what ufe the inhabitants made of thefe tilings ; 
in what {fate their hufbandry was; what lakes, rivers, and paffages there ate; and 
a number of other particulars. Thofe who feemed to have clearer notions titan the 
refl, were obliged to give him circumftantial descriptions of what they had lien. He 

* The above account of the Efquimaux may be- compared with Henry Ellis’s Account of a Voyage to 
Hudfi-ti’s Lay, by ibe Dobbs Galley and California, See., and the account of a Voyage for the Difcoviry 
of v North-well lMuge by Iludfoil’s Streights, by the Clerk of the California. Two Vo!s. tivo. And 
laftly, with Crane’s Hiilory of Greenland. Two. Vote, 8vo. F. 
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himfelf wrote down all the accounts he had received ; and by this great application, 
fo uncommon among perfons of his rank, he foon acquired a knowledge of the mod 
diftant parts of America. The priefts, commandants of fprts, and of leveral diftant 
places, are often furprifed by his queftions, and wonder at his knowledge, when they 
come to Quebec to pay their viiits to him ; for he often tells them, that near fuch a 
mountain, or on fuch a fhore, &c. where they often went a hunting, there are fome 
particular plants, trees, earths, ores, &c. for he had got a knowledge of thole things 
before. From hence it happened, that fome of the inhabitants believed fie had a* 
preternatural knowledge of things, as he was able to mention all the curiofities of 
places, fomelimes near two hundred Swedilh ujiles from Quebec, though he never 
was there himfelf. Never was there a better flatefman than he ; and nobody can take 
better meafures, and choofc more proper means for improving a country, and'increafing 
its welfare. Canada was hardly acquainted with the treafure it polf-ifed in the 
perfon of this nobleman, when it led him again ; the king wanted his feryices at 
home, and could not leave him fo far off. lie was going to France with a collection 
of natural curiofities; and a quantity of young trees and plants, in boxes full of 
earth. ' 


The black lime-date has been repeatedly mentioned during the courfe of my journey. 
I will here give a more minute detail of it. The mountain oil which Quebec is built, 
and the hills along the river St. Lawrence, confift of it for fome miles together, on 
both lilies of Quebec. About a yard from the furface, this done is quite compact, 
and without any cracks ; fo that one cannot perceive that it is a date, its panicles beintr 
imperceptible. It lies in drata, which vary from three or four inches, to twenty thick, 
and upwards. In the mountains on which Quebec is built, the ftrata do not lie iiori- 
l‘ut dipping, fo as to be nearly perpendicular; the upper ends pointing north- 


stomal 


well, and the lower ones fouth-ealt. From hence it is, the corners of ihefe drata 
always drike out at the furface into the dreets, and cut the dices in pieces. I have 
Iikewife feen fome drata, inclining to the northward, but nearly perpendicular as the 

'1 he drata are 


former. Horizontal drata, or nearly fuch, have occurred to me too. 
divided by narrow cracks, which are commonly filled with fibrous white gypfum, 
which can lomeiimes be got loofe with a knife, if the layer or dratum of date above it 
is brolo n in pieces; and in that cafe it has the appearance of a thin white leaf. The 
large cracks are almolt filled up with tranfparent quartz crvdals, of different fixes. 
One part of the mountain contains vail quantities of thele cry dais, from which the 
corner of the mountain which lies to the S. S. E. of the palace, has got the name of 
Pointe de Diamante, or Diamond Point. The final! cracks which divide the done, go 
goner l!y at right angles ; the dillances between them are not always equal. The out- 
fideoi the draitim, of that which is turned towards the other dratum, is frequently 
covered, with a fine, black, (hieing membrane, which looks like a kind of a pyrous 
horn-done. In it there is (ontetimes a yellow pyrites, always lying in final I grain?. 
I never found petrifactions or impreflions, or other kinds of done ira it, betides thole I 
hav*-' jud mentioned. Aimed ail the public and private buildings at Quebec confiit of 
this lime-date; and Iikewife the wails round the towrn, and round the monad-;ties and 
gardens. It is cafilv broken, and cut to the fizc wanted. But it has the property of 
fplitting into thin (Livers, parallel to the furface of the dratum from whence they are 
taken, after lying during one or more years in the air, and’expofed to th<j lun. How¬ 
ever, this quality docs no damage to the walls in which they arc placed ; for the (tones 
boing laid on purpofe into fuch a pnfition that the cracks always run horizontally, the 
upper Hones prels fo much upon the lower ones, that they can only get cracks out- 
* '. 4 vvardly. 
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wardly, and Oliver 1 only on the outfide, without going further inwards. The Olivers 
always grow thinner, as the houfes grow older. 

In order to give my readers fome idea of the climate of Quebec, and of the different 
changes of heat and cold, at the feveral feafons of the year, I will here infert fome 
particulars extracted from the meteorological obfervations, of the royal phyfician, Mr. 
Gaulthier: he gave me a copy of thofe which he had made from Ottober 1744, to the 
end of September 1746. The thermometrical obfervations' I will omit, becaufe I do 
not thinl? them accurate; for as Mr. Gaulthier made ufe of de la Hire’s thermometer, 
the degrees of cold cannot be exa&ly determined, the quickfilver being deprefled into 
the globe at the bottom, as foon as the cold begins to be confiderable. The obferva¬ 
tions are made throughout the year, between feven and eight in the morning, and two 
and three in the afternoon. He has feldom made any obfervations in the afternoon. 
H»s thermometer was likewife inaccurate, by being placed in a bad fituation. 

The year 1745. Ian. The 29th of this month the river St. Lawrence was covered 
over with ice, near Quebec. In the obfervations of other years, it is obferved, that the 
river is fometimes covered with ice in the beginning of January, or the end of 
December. 

Feb. Nothing remarkable happened during the courfe of this month. 

March. They fay this has been the niildelt winter they ever felt; even the cldeft 
perfons could not remember one fo mild. The fnow was Only two feet deep, and the 
ice in the river, oppofite Quebec, had the fame thicknefs. On the twenty-firft there 
was a thunder-florm, which fell upon a foldfcr, and hurt him very much. On the 
19th and aoth, they began to make incifions into the fugar-maple, and to prepare 
fugar from its juice. 

April. During this month they continued.to extract the juice of the fugdr-maple, 
for making fugar. On the 7th the gardeners began to make hot-beds. On the 20th 
the ice in the river broke loofe near Quebec, and went down ; which rarely happens 
fo foon ; for the river St. Lawrence is fometimes covered with ice oppofite Quebec, on 
the 10th of May. On the 22d, and 23d, there fell a quantity of fnow. On the 25th 
they began to fovv near St. Joachim. The lame day they law fome fwallovvs. The 
29th they fowed com all over the country, liver fmcc the 23d the river had been 
.clear at Quebec. 

May. The third of" this month the cold was fo great in the morning, that Celfius’s 
or the Swedilh thermometer, was four degrees below the freezing point; however, it 
did not hurt the corn. On the 16th all the fummer-com was Town. On the 5th the 
fanguinaria, narciffus, and violet, began to blow. The 17th the wild'cherry-trees, 
rafberry-bulhes, apple-trees, and lime-trees, began to expand their leaves. The ftraw- 
berries were in flower about that time. The 29th the wild cherry-trees were in 
bloffom. On the 26th part of the French apple-trees, cherry-trees, and plum-trees, 
opened their flowers. 

June. The 5th.of this month all the trees had got leaves. The apple-trees were in 
full flower. Ripe ftraw-beiries were to be had on the 22d. Here it is noted, thek, the 
weather was very fine for the growth of vegetables. 

July. The corn began to Ihoot into cars on the 12th, and had ears every where on 
the 2 ift. (It is to be obferved, that they fow nothing but fummer-corn here) Soon 
after the corp began to flo’wer. Hay-making began the 2 2d. All this month the 
weather was excellent. 

Aug. On the 12th there were ripe pears and melons at Montreal. On the 2<?th 
the com was[ripe round Montreal, and the harvcil was begun there. On the z-id the 
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harveft began at Quebec. On the 30th and 31ft there was a very fmall hoar-froft on 
the ground. 

Sept. The harveft of all kinds of corn ended on* the 24th and 25th. Melons, 
water-inelons, cucumbers, and fine plums, were very plentiful during the courfe of 
this month. Apples and pears were likcwife ripe, which is not always the cafe. On 
the la ft days of this month they began to plough the land. The following is one of 
the obfervations of this iftonth : “ The old people in this country fay, that the corn was 
formerly never ripe till the 15th or 16th of September, and fometimes on the 12th; 
but no fooner. They likewii'e affert, that it never was perfectly ripe. But fince the 
woods have been fulKciently cleared, the beams of the fun have had more room to 
operate, and the corn ripens fooner than before*.” It is further remarked, that the 
hot fummers are always very fruitful in Canada, and that moft of the corn has hardly 
ever arrived at perfect maturity. 

Oil. During this month the fields were ploughed, and the weather was Very fine 
all the time. There was a little froft for feveral nights, and on the 28th it fnowed. 
Towards the end of this month the trees began to fhed their leaves. 

Nov. ’they continued to plough till the 10th of this month, when the trees had 
flied all their leaves. Till the 18th the cattle went out of doors, a few days excepted, 
when bad weather had kept them at home. On the 16th there was fome thunder and 
lightning. There was not Vet any ice in the river St. Lawret c: on the 24th. 

Dec. During this month it is obferved, that the autumn has been much mfider 
than ufual. On the lft a ftiip could ftill fet fail for France; but on the 16th the river 
St. Lawrence was covered with ice on the fides, but open in the middle. In the river 
Charles the ice was thick enough for horl'es with heavy loads to pafs over it. On the 
26th the ice in the river St. l/awrence was wafiied away by a heavy rain; but on the 
28th part of that river was again covered with ice. 

The next obfervations fhew that the winter has likewife been one of the mildeft. I 
now refume the account of my own journey. 

• It is not only the clearing of woods, but cultivation, and population, that alter the climate of ft 
country, and tr.akt it mild. The Romans looked upon the winters of Germany and Kngland as very fevere, 
but happily both countries have at prefent a much more mild climate thau formerly, owing to the three 
above mentioned rtafoiis. Neat Prtcriburg, under fixty degrees north latitude, the fiver Neva was covered 
with ice 17ft?, in the beginning ot December and cleared oi it April the i ith 1766. At Tfaritfin, which, 
is under forty-eight degrees forty minutes north latitude, the river Volga was covered with ice the 26th of 
November 1765, and the ice broke in the rivet April the 27th 17^6, (all old llilc). Is it not almofl 
incredible, that in a place very near twelve degrees more to the fouth, the cff< As of cold (hould be felt 
longer, and more fcvertly, than in the more northern climate ? And though the neighbourhood of' 
Feterfburg has a great* many woods, the cold was, however, lefs fevere, and lasting ; Tfaritfin, on the con- 
trary, ha*, no woods for many bombed miles in its neighbourhood, if we except fome few treis and buflies 
along the Volga, and its ilhs attd the low land along it. Wherever the eye looks to the call, there are vail 
plains without woods, for many hundred miles. The clearing a count! y of woods, cannot therefore alone 
contribute lo much to make ti e climate milder. But cultivation does move. On a ploughed field the 
fnow will always fooner melt, than on a field covered with grafs. The inflammable wirm panicles brought 
into the field, by the various kinds of manure, contribute much to fofteu the rigours of the climate ; but 
the cxhlations of thoufands of men and cattle, in a populous country, the burning of fo many comhullibles, 
and the difperfitm of fo many caultic particles, through the whole atmofphcre; thefe are things which con¬ 
tribute fo much towards foftcuing the rigours of a climate. In a hundred fquare miles near Tfaritfin, 
there is not fo much cultivated land as there is within ten near Peterfburg: it is in proportion to the 
number of the inhabitants of both places, and this makes the chief difference of the climate. .There is ftill 
another confideration, Pctcifburg lies near the fea, and Tfaritfin in an inland country ; and generally (peak¬ 
ing, countries near the fea nave been obferved to enjoy a milder climate. Theft few rematks will b», I 
believe, fuflicicnt to enable every body to judge of the changes of the climate in various countries, which, no 
doubt*, grow warmer and mote tempetatr, as cultivation and population increafe. F. 
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This evening 1 left Quebec with a fair wind. The governor-general of Canada, the 
marquis de la Jonquiere, ordered one of the King’s boats, and feven men, to bring me 
to Montreal. The middle of the boat was covered with blue cloth, under which we 
were fecured from the rain. This journey I made at the expence of the French King. 
We went three French miles to-day. 

Sept. 12. We continued our journey during all this day. 

The fmall kind of maize, which ripens in three months time?, was ripe about this time, 
and the people drew it out of the ground, and hung it up to dry. 

The weather about this time was like the beginning of our Auguft, old ftile. 
Therefore it feems autumn commences a whole month later in Canada, than in the 
midft of Sweden. 

Near each farm there is a kitchen-garden, in which onions arc moll abundant; bccaufe 
the French farmers eat their dinners of them with bread, on Fridays and Saturdays, 
or falling days. However, 1 cannot fay, the French are Uriel obfervers of falling; for 
leveral of my rowers ate fie Hi to-day, though it was Friday. The common people in 
Canada may be fmelled when one pafles by them, on account of their frequent ufe of 
onions. Pumpions are likevvif.' abundant in the farmers gardens They drefs them 
in leveral ways, but the rnoft common is to cut them through the middle, and place 
the infide of the hearth, towards the fire, till it is quite roalted. The pulp is then cut 
out of the peel, and eaten; people above the vulgar put fugar to it. Carrots, fallad, 
French beans, cucumbers, and currant Ihrubs, are planted in every farmer’s little 
kitchen-garden. 

Every farmer plants a quantity of tobacco near his houfe, in proportion to the fize 
of his family. It is likewife very necefiary that they Ihould plant tobacco, becaufe it is 
fo univerfally fmoaked by the common people. Boys of ten or twelve years (>f age run 
about with the pipe in thfir mouths, as well as the old people. JYrions above the 
vulgar do not refufe to fnioak a pipe now and then. In the northern parts ol Canada, 
they generally finoak tobacco by itielf j but further upwards, and about Montreal, they 
take the inner bark of the tvd Cornelian cherry *, crufh it, and mix it with the tobacco, 
to make it weaker. People ol both fexes, and of all ranks, ufe fmifi' very much. 
Almolt all the tobacco which is confumed here is the produce of the country, anil feme 
people prefer it even to Virginian tobacco : but thofe who pretend to be connoiffeurs, 
reckon the Iafl kind better than the other. * 

Though many nations imitate the French cultoms ; yet I obferved, on the contrary, 
that the French in Canada, in many refpecls, follow the cufloms of the Indians, 
with whom they converfe every day. They make ufe of the ‘tobacco-pipes, 
fhoes, garters, and girdles, of the Indians. They follow the Indian way of making 
war with exaclncfs ; they mix the fame things with tobacco ; they make ulb of the 
Indian bark-boats, and row them in the Indian way ; they wrap fquare pieces of cloth 
round their feet inftcad of Sockings, and have adopted many other Indian falhions. 
When one comds into the houfe of a Canada peafant, or farmer, he gets up, takes his 
hat off to the Granger, defires him to fit down, puts his hat on, and fits down .again. 
The gentlemen and ladies, as well as the poorefl pcafants and their wives, are called 
monfieur and madame. The pcafants, and cfpccially their wives, wear fhoes, which 
confift of a piece of wood hollowed out, and are made altnoft as flippers. Their boys, 
and the did pcafants thcmfclves, wear their hair behind in a cue; and moft of them 
wtjar red woollen caps at home, and lbmetimes on their journies. 


* CoruuB fanguinca. Linn. 
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The farmers prepare moll of their dilhes of milk. Butter is bat feldom feen, and 
what they have is made of four cream, and therefore not fo good as Engliih butter* 
Many or the French are very fond of milk, which they eat chiefly on falling days. 
However, they have not fo many methods of preparing it as we have in Sweden. The 
common way was to boil it, and pul bits of bread, and a good deal of fugar, into it. 
The French here cat near, as much flelh as the Engliih, on thofe days when their religion 
allows it; for excepting the foup, the fallads, and the defert, all their other dilhes 
confift of flelh varioufly prepared. 

At night wc lay at a farm-houfe, near a river called Petite Riviere, which falls here 
into the river St. Lawrence. This place is reckoned fixteen French miles from Que¬ 
bec, and ten from Trois Rivieres. The tide is Hill confiderable here. Here is the 
laft place where the hills, along the river, confift of black lime-flate; further on they 
are compofed merely of earth. 

Fire flies flew about the woods at night, though not in great numbers; the* French 
call them mouches a feu. 

The houfes in this neighbourhood are all made of wood ; the rooms are pretty large. 
The inner roof rolls on two, three, or four large thick fpars, according fo the fize of 
the room. The chinks are filled with clay inllead of mofs. The windows are made 
entirely of paper. The cjiimney is erected in the middle of the room; that part of 
the room which is oppofite the fire, is the kitchen ; that which is behind the chimney, 
ferves the people to deep, and receive grangers in. Sopictimes there is an iron ftove 
behind the chimney. 

Sept. 13th. Near Champlain, which is a place about five French miles from Trois 
Rivieres, the fleep hills near the river confift of a yellow, and fometimes ochre- 
coloured fandy earth, in which a number of linall iprings arife. The water in them is 
generally filled with yellow ochre, which is a lign that tliefe dry l’andy fields contain a 
great quantity of the fame iron ore which is dug at Trois Rivieres. It is not con¬ 
ceivable from whence that number of fmall rivulets takes their rife, the ground above 
being flat, and exceeding dry in fummer. The lands near the river are cultivated for 
about an Englifii mile into the country ; but behind them there are thick forefts, and 
low grounds. The woods, which colled a quantity of moifture, and prevent the eva¬ 
poration of the water, force it to make its way under ground to the river. The (hores 
of' the river are here covered with a great deal of black iron-fand. 

Towards evening we arrived at Trois Rivieres, where we ftaid no longer than was 
neceffary to deliver the letters, which wc brought with us from Quebec. After that 
we went a French mile higher up, before we took our night’s lodging. * 

Thi,s afternoon wc faw three remarkable old people. One was an old Jefuit, called 
father Jofeph Aubery, who had been a miflionary to the converted Indians of St. 
Francois. This fummer he ended the fiftieth year of his miflion. He therefore re¬ 
turned to Quebec, to renew his vows there ; and lie; fccnicd to be healthy, and in good 
/pints. The other two people were our landlord and his wife; ’and he was above 
eighty years of age, and fhe was not much yourger. They had now been fifty-one 
years married. The year before, at the end of the fiftieth year of their marriage, they 
went to church together, and offered up thanks »o God Almighty for the great grace 
he gave them. They were yet quite well, content, merrjs and talkative. The old 
man laid, that he was at Quebec when the Englifh b Jieged it, in the year 1690, and 
that the bifhop went up and down the ftreets, drefled in his pontifical robes, and a 
fword.in his hand, in order to recruit the lpirits of ’lie loldiers. 
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This old man faid, that he thought the winters were formerly much colder than they 
are now. There fell likcwife a greater quantity of fnow when he was young. He 
could remember the time when pumpions, cucumbers, &c. were killed by the froft 
about midfummer, and he allured me, that the futurners were wanner now than they 
ufed to be formerly. About thirty and fonie odd 1 years ago, there was fuch a fevere 
winter in Canada, that the froft killed many birds; but the old man could not remem¬ 
ber the particular year. Every body allowed, that the fmnmcrs in 1748 and 1749 
had been warmer in Canada than they have been many years ago. 

The foil is reckoned pretty fertile; and wheat yields nine or ten grains from one. 
But when this old man was a boy, and.the country was new and rich every where, they 
could get twenty or four-and-twenty grains from one. They few but little rye here ; 
nor do they fow much barley, except for the ufe of cattle. They complain, however, 
that when they have a bad crop they are obliged to bake bread of barley. 

Sept.-14th. This morning we got up early, and purfued our journey. After we 
had gone about two French miles, we got into lake St. Pierre, which we crofted. 
Many plants, which are common in our Svvedifh lakes, fwim at the top of this water. 
This lake is faid to be covered every winter with fuch ftrong ice, that a hundred loaded 
horfes could go over it together with fafety. 

A craw-fifli, or river lobfler, fomewhat like a crab, but quite minute, about two 
geometrical lines long, and broad in proportion, was frequently drawn up by us with 
the aquatic weeds. Its colour is a pale groenifh white. 

The cordated pontedcria * grows plentiful on the Tides of a long and narrow canal of 
water, in the places frequented by our watcr-liliies |. A great number of hogs wade 
far into this kind of ftrait, and fometimes duck the great eft part of their bodjes under 
water, in order to get at the roots, which they arc very* foil 1 of. 

As foon as we were got through lake St. Pierre, the face of the country was entirely 
changed, and became as agreeable as could be wifhed. The iflos, and the land oil 
both fides of us, looked like the prettied pleafure-gardens} and this continued till 
near IVJpntrcal. 

Near every firm on the river-fide there are fome boats, hollowed out of the trunks 
of fingle trees, but commonly neat and well made, having the proper fliape of boats. 
„In one place 1 faw a boat made of the bark of trees. 

Sept. 15th. We continued our journey early this morning. On account of the 
flrength of the river, which came down againfl us, w'e were fometimes obliged to let 
the rowers go on fhore, and draw the boat. t 

* At four o’clock in the evening we arrived at Montreal; and. our voyage was 
reckoned a happy one, becaufc the violence of the river flowing againfl us all tlje way, 
and the changeablenefs of the winds, commonly protract it to fourteen days. 

Sept. 19th. Several people here in town have got the French vines, and planted 
them in their gardens. They have two kinds of grapes, one of a pale green, or almoft 
white ; the other*, of a reddifh brown colour. From the white ones they fay white 
wine is made; and from the red ones, red wine. The cold in winter obliges them to 
put dung round the roots of the vines, without which they would be killed by the froft. 
The grapes began to be ripe in thefe days ; the white ones are a little fooner ripe than 
the red ones. They make no wine of them- here, bccaufe it is not worth while; 
but they art* ferved up at deficits. They fay thefe grapes do not grow To big here as 
in franee. 

* PuuUdcriii cordata. Linn. f Nymph**. 

' Water 
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Water-melons* are cultivated in great plenty in the Englifh and French American 
colonies; and there is hardly a peafant here, who has not a field planted with them. 
They are chiefly cultivated in the neighbourhood of towns*, and they are very rare in 
the north part of Canada. The Indians plant great quantities of water-melons at pre- 
fent; but whether they have done it of old is not eafily determined ; for an old OniJoe 
Indian (of the lix Iroquefe nations) allured me, that the Indians did nor know water¬ 
melons before the Europeans came into the country, and communicated them to the 
Indians. The French, on the other hand, have allured me, that the Illinois Indians* 
have had abundance of this fruit, when the French firll came to them ; and that they 
declare, they had planted them finee times immemorial. However, I du not remem¬ 
ber having read that the Europeans, who firlt came to North America, mention the 
water-melons, in fpeaking of the dilhes of the Indians at that time. IIow great the 
fummer heat is in thofe parts of America which I have palled through, can eafily be 
conceived, when one coniidors, that in all thofe places, they never low water-melons in 
hot-beds, but in the open fields hi fpring, without fo much as covering them, and they 
ripen in time. Here are two ipecics of them, viz. one with a red pulp, and one with a 
white one. The firlt is more common to the foutlnvard, with the Illinois, and in the 
Englifh colonies; the lalt is more abundant in Canada. The feeds are fown in 1'pring, 
after the cold is entirely gone off. in a good rich ground, at fotne diflancc from each 
other; becaufe their Itaiks Vpread far, and require much room, if they/hall be very 
fruitful. They were now ripe at Montreal; but in the Engiilh colonies they ripen 
in July and Auguft. 'I'hey commonly require Ids time to ripen in than the common 
melons. Thole in the Engiilh colonies are commonly fweeter and more agreeable 
than the Canada ones. Does the greater heat contribute any thing towards making 
them more palatable ? Thofe in the province of New York are, however, reckoned 
the bell. 

The water-melons arc very juicy ; and the juice is mixed with a cooling pulp, which 
is very good in the hot fummer-fealem. Nobody in Canada, in Albany and in other 
parts of New York, could produce an example that the eating 01 water-melons in 
great quantities had hurt any body ; and there, are examples even of Tick perl'ons eating 
them without any danger. Further to thefuurii, the frequent ufe of them, it is thought, 
brings on intermitting fevers, and other bad diltempers, especially in fuc.Ii people as 
are lei's uflcfto them. Many Frenchmen allured me, that when people born in Ca¬ 
nada came to the Illinois, and cat feveral times of the water-melons of that part, they 
immediately got a fever; and therefore the Illinois advifo the French not to eat of a 
fruit lo dangeroug to them. They themfelves ;yo fubjcct to be attacked by fevers, if. 
they cool ilieir llomachs loo oilen with water-melons. In Canada they keep them in 
a room, which is a little heated; by which means they will keep trelh two months 
alter they are ripe; but care mull; be taken, that the frolt fpoil them not. In the 
Euglilh plantations they likewife keep them frefli in dry cellars, during part of the 
winter. They allured me that they keep better when they are carefully broke off from 
the ftalk, aud afterwards-burnt with a red-hot iron, in the place where the flalk was 
fattened. In this manner they may be eaten at Chriftmas, and after. In Pcnfylvania, 
where they have a dry i.mdy earth, they make a hole in the ground, put the water¬ 
melons carefully into it with their ttalks, by which means thyy keep very frefti during 
a great part of the winter. Few people, however, take this trouble with the water- 


* Cucurbiu citrullus. Lir.n. 
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melons, becaufe they being very cooling, and the winter being very cold too, it feems, 
to be lefs neceffary to keep them for eating in that feafon, which is already very cold. 
They are of opinion in thefo parts, that cucumbers cool more than water-melons. The 
latter are very ftrongly diuretic. The Iroquefe call them onoheferakatee. 

Gourds of feveral kinds, oblong, round, flat or compreffed, crook-necked, fmall, See. 
are planted in all the Englilh and French colonies. In Canada, they fill the chief part 
of the farmers’ kitchen-gardens, though the onions came very near up with them. 
•Each farmer in the Englilh plantations, has a large field planted with gourds, and the 
Germans, Swedes, Dutch, and other Europeans, fettled in their colonies, plant them. 
Gourds are a confiderable part of the Indian food ; however, they plant more fquafhes 
than common gourds. They declare, that they have had gourds long before the Euro¬ 
peans difeovered America ; which feems to be confirmed by the accounts of the firlt 
.Europeans that came into thefe parts, who mentioned gourds as common food among 
the Indians. The French here call them citrouilles, and the Englilh in the colonics, 
pumpkins. They arc planted in fpring, when they have nothing to fear from the froft, 
in an cnclofed field, and a good rich foil. They are likewife frequently put into old 
hot-beds. In Canada, they ripen towards the beginning of Soptcmb.r, but further 
fouthward they are ripe at the end of July. As foon as the cold weather commences, 
they take ofl : all the pumpions that remain on the (talk, whether ripe or not, and fpread 
them on the floor, in a part of the houi’e, where the unripe ones grow perfectly ripe, if 
they are not laid one upon the other. This iji done round Montreal in the middle of 
September $ but in Penfylvania, I have feen fome in the fields on the loth of 
October. They keep frefh for feveral months, and even throughout the winter, if they 
be well fccured in dry cellars (for in damp ones they rot very loon) where the cold 
cannot come in, or, which is Hill better, in dry rooms’which are healed now and then, 
to prevent the cold f rom damaging the fruit. 

Pumpions are prepared for eating in various ways. The Indians boil them whole, 
or roalt them in alhes, and cat them then, or go to fell them thus prepared in the 

towns; and they have, indeed, a very fine flavour, when roalted. The French and 

Englilh llice them, and put the lliccs before the fire to roalt; when they are mailed, 

they generally put fugar on the pulp. Another way of mailing them, is to cut them 

jhrough the middle, take out all the feeds put the halves together ag^in, and malt 
them in an oven. When they are quite roalted, fome butter is put in, whillt they are 
warm, which being imbibed into the pulp, renders it very palatable. They often boil 
pumpions in water, and afterwards eat them, either alone or with llelh. Some make 
a thin kind of pottage of them, by boiling them in water, and afterwards macerating 
the pulp. This is again boiled with a little of the water, and a good deal of milk, and 
ftirred about whillt it is boiling. Sometimes the pulp is damped and kneaded into dough, 
with maize flour or other flour; of this they make cakes. Some make puddings and 
tarts of gourds. The Indians, in order to preferve the pumpions for a very long time, 
cut them in long lliccs, which they falten or twift together, and dry them either by 
the fun, or by the fire in a room. When they are thus dried, they will keep Faf years 
together, and when boikd they talte very well. The Indians prepare them thus at 
home and on their journies, and from them the Europeans have adopted this method. 
Sometimes they do not take the time to boil but eat it dry with hung-beef, or other 
flelh ; and I own they are eatable in that ftate, and very welcome to a hungry flomach. 
1 hey fometimes preferve them in the following manner at Montreal. They cut a 
pthnpion in four pieces, peel them, and take the feeds out of them. The pulp is put 

in 
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in a pot with boiling water, in which it muft boil from four to fix minutes. It is then 
put into a cullender, and left in it till the next day, that the waser may run off. 
When it is mixed with cloves, cinnamon, and fome lemon peel, preferved in fyrup, 
and there mult be an equal quantity of fyrup and of tht pulp. After which it is 
boiled together, till the fyrup is entirely imbibed, and the white colour of the pulp is 
quite loft. 

Sept. aoth. The corn of this year’s harveft in Canada, was reckoned the fineft 
they had ever had. I11 the province of New York, on the contrary, the crop was 
, very poor. The autumn was very fine this year in Canada. 4 

Sept. 22d. The French in Canada carry on a great trade with the Indians; and 
though it was formerly the only trade of this extenfi ve country, yet its inhabitants were 
confiderably enriched by it. At prefent, they have befides the Indian goods, fcveral 
other articles which are exported from hence. The Indians in this neighbourhood, 
who go hunting in winter like the other Indian nations, commonly bring their furs' 
and ikins to fale in the neighbouring French towns; however, this is not fufficient. 
The Indians who live at a greater diftance, never come to Canada at all; and, left 
they lhould bring their goods to the F.nglifh, as the F.nglifh go to them, the French 
are obliged to undertake journies, and purchafc the Indian goods in the country of 
the Indians. This trade is chiefly carried on at Montreal, and a great number of 
young and ok! nvn every year undertake long and troublefome voyages for that pur- 
poi'e, carrying; with them fuch goods as they know the Indians like, and are in want 
of. It is not necdllu-y 10 lake money or. fuch a journey^ as the Indians do not value 
it; -and indeed 1 think the French, who go on thefe journies, fcarccever take a l'ol or 
penny with them. 

I will now enumerate the chief goods which the French carry with them for this 
trade, and which have a good run among the Indians. 

Muikets, powder, flint, and balls. The Europeans have taught the Indians in their 
neighbourhood the ufe of fire-arms, aiid they have laid afide their bows and arrows, 
which were formerly tin ir only arms, and make ufe of muikets. If the Europeans 
lhould now refufe to fupply the Indians with muikets, they would be fturved to death ; 
as almnll all their food confilts of theflelh of the animals, which they hunt; or they 
would he irritated to fuch a degree as to attack the Europeans. The Indians have 
hitherto nevy tried to make muikets or fimilar fire-arms; and their great indolence 
does not even allow them to mend thole muikets which they have got. They leave 
this entirely to the Europeans, As the Europeans came into North America, they 
were very careful not to give the Indians any fire-arms. But in the wars between the 
French and Englilh, each party gave their Indian allies fire-arms, in order to weaken, 
the fort*, of the enemy. The French lay the blame upon the Dutch fettlers in Albany, 
faying, that they began, in 1642, to give their Indians fire-arms, and taught them 
the ufe of them, in order to weaken the French. The inhabitants of Albany, on the 
contrary, nffert, that the French firll introduced this cuftom, as they would have been 
too weak to refill: the combined force of the Dutch and F.nglifh in Ihe colonies. Be 
this is it will, it is certain that the Indians buy muikets from the Europeans, ant! know 
at prefent better how to make ufe of them, than fome of their teachers. It is likewife 
certain, that the Europeans gain confiderably by their trade in muikets and ammu¬ 
nition. • 

Pieces of white cloth, or of a coarfe uncut cloth. The Indians conftantly wear 
fuch pieces of cloth, wrapping them round their bodies. Sometimes they hang them 
over their Ihoulders; in warm weather, they fallen them round the middle; and in 
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cold weather, they put them over the head. Both their men and women wear 
thefe pieces of cloth, which have commonly fevcral blue or red ftripes on the edge. 

Blue or red cloth. Of this the Indian women make their petticoats, which reach 
only to their knees. They* generally chufe the blue colour. 

Shirts and ftiifts of linen. As loon as an Indian fellow, or one of their women, 
have put on a Hurt, they never walh it, or drip it off, till it is entirely torn in 
pieces. . 

Pieces of cloth. Which they wrap round their legs in (lead of ftockings, like the 
Ruffians. 

Hatchets, knives, feiffars, needles, and a Heel to flrike fire with. Thefe in- 
flruments are now common among the Indians. They all take thefe inllrurnents from 
the Europeans, and reckon the hatchets and knives much better than thol'e which they 
formerly made of ftonis and bones. The Hone hatchets of the ancient Indians are very 
Tare in Canada. 

Kettles of copper or brafs, fometimes tinned in the infide. In thefe the Indians now 
boil all their meat, and tlvy have a very great run with them. They formerly made 
ufe of earthen or wooden pots, into which they poured water or whatever clie they 
wanted to boil, and threw in rod hot Hones to make it boil. They do not want iron 
boilers, bccauf'e they cannot be eafily earned on their continual journies, and would not 
bear fuch falls and knocks as their kettles are fuhjecl to. 

Ear-rings of different fixes, commonly of brafs, and fometimes of tin. They are 
worn by both men and women, though the ufc of them is not general. 

Vermillion. With this they paint their face, fhirt, and fevcral parts of the body. 
They formerly made ufe of a reddifh earth, which is to be found in the country ; but 
as the Europe ans brought them vermillion, they thought nothing was comparable to it 
in colour. Many perfons have told me, that 'they had heard their fathers mention, that 
thefirH Frenchmen who came over here got a great heap of furs from the Indians, for 
three times as much cinnabar as would lie on the tip of a knife. 

Verdigrcal'e, to paint their faces green. For the black colour, they make ufe of the 
foot at the bottom of their kettles, and daub their whole face with it. 

Looking-glaffes. The Indians are very much pleafed with them, and make ufe of 
litem chiefly when they want ro paint thcmfclves. The men conllantjy carry their 
looking-glaffes with them on all their journies, but the women do not. The men, 
upon the whole, are more fond of drolling than the women. 

Burning glaffcs. Thefe are excellent pieces of furniture in the opinion of the In¬ 
dians; btcaufe they ferve to light the pipe without any trouble, which an indolent 
Indian is very fond of. 

Tobacco is bought by the northern Indians, in whofc country it will not grow. 1 The 
fouthern Indians always plant as much of it as they want for their own consumption. 
Tobacco has a great run ainongH the northern Indians, and it has been obferved, that 
the further they live to the northward, the more they I'tnoke of tobacco. 

Wampum, or, as they ate here culled, porcelanes. Ihey are made of a particular 
kind of {hells, and turned into little fhort cylindrical beads, and ferve the Indians for 
money and ornament. 

OItifs beads, of a finall fixe, and white or other colours. The Indian women know 
how to faHen them in their ribbands, poucheSj^ind cloths. 

Brafs and 1 Heel w ire, for feveral kinds of work. 


Brandy which the Indians value above all other goods that can be brought them; 
nor have they any thing, though ever fo dear to them, which t hey would not give away 
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for this liquor. But, on account of the many irregularities which are caufed by the 
ufe of brandy, the fale of it has been prohibited under fevere penalties; however, they 
do not always pay an implicit obedience to this order. , 

Thcfc are the chief goods which the French carry to the Indians, and they have a 
good run among them. 

The goods which they bring back from the Indians, confifl entirely in furs. The 
French get them in exchange for their goods, together with all the necelfary provifions 
they want on the journey. The furs are of two kinds j the beft are the northern ones, 
and the worft fort thofe from the fouth. 

In the northern parts of America there are chiefly the following fkins of animals: 
bears, beavers, elks*, rein-deer f, wolf-lynxes J, and martens. They fometimes 
get martens* ikins from the fouth, but they are red, and good for little. Pichou du 
Nord is perhaps the animal which the Englifh, near Hudfon’s bay, call the wolverene. 
To the northern furs belong the bears, which are but few, and foxes, which ane not 
very numerous, and generally black ; and feveral other Ikins. 

The Ikins of the fouthern parts are chiefly taken from the following animals: wild 
cattle, flags, roebucks, otters, Pichoux du Sud, of which P. Charlevoix makes men¬ 
tion §, and are probably a fpecies of cat-lynx, or perhaps a kind of panther j foxes of 
various kinds, raccoons, cat-lynxes, and feveral others. 

It is inconceivable what hhrdfhips the people in Canada muft undergo on their 
journeys. Sometimes they muft carry their goods a great way by land} frequently 
they are abufed by the Indians, and fometimes they are killed by them. They often 
fuffer hunger, tliirft, heat, and cold, are bit by gnats, and expofed to the bites of 
poifonous fnakes, and other dangerous animals and infe&s. Thefe deflroy a great 
part of the youth in Canada, and prevent nhe people from growing old. By this 
means, however, they become fuch brave foldiers, and fo inured to fatigue, that none 
of them fear danger or hardlhips. Many of them fettle among the Indians far from 
f nnaHa, marry Indian women, and never come back again. 

The prices of the fkins in Canada, in the year 1749, were communicated to me 
by M. de Couagne, a merchant at Montreal, with whom I lodged. They were as 
follow: 

Great and middle fized bear fkins, coft five livres. 

Skins of young bears, fifty fols. 

-lynxes, twenty-five fols. 

..Pichoux du Sud, thirty-five fols. 

-foxes friyn the fouthern parts, thirty-five fols. 

-— otters, five livres. 

--1 raccoons, five livres. 

-martens, forty-five fols. 

-wolf-lynxes ||, four livres. 

wolves, forty fols. 

- - — Carcajoux, an animal which I do not know, five livres. 

--Vifons, a kind of martens, which live in the water, twenty-five fols. 

Raw fkins of elks^f, ten livres, 

—. . - — flags **. 

Bad fkins of elks and flags ft, three livres. 


* Ojriginacs. t Caribou*. 

$ 'In hit*Hilt, dela Nouv. France, tom. v. p. 158. 
OriginacB verts. ** Cert's verts. 
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Skins of roebucks, twenty-five, or thirty fols. 

--red foxes, three livres. 

-beavers, three; livres. 

I will now infert a lift of all the different kinds of (kins, which are to be got in Ca¬ 
nada, and which are fent from thence to Europe. I got it from one of the greateft 
merchants in Montreal. They are as follow: 

Prepared roebuck fkins, cbevreuils pajfes. 

Unprepared ditto, cbevreuils verts. 

Tanned ditto, cbevreuils tunes. 

Bears, ours. 

Young bears, ourfons. 

Otters, loutres. 

Pecans. 

Cats, chats. 

Wolves, loup de hois. 

Lynxes, lotips cerviers. 

North Pichoux, picboux du nord. 

South Pichoux, picboux du fud. 

Red foxes, renards rouges. 

Crofs foxes, renards croifes. 

Black foxes, renards noirs. 

Grey foxes, renards argentes. 

Southern, or Virginian foxes, renards du fud ou de Virginie. 

White foxes, from Tadouffac, renards blancs de Tadoujjac. 

Martens, martres. . ■ 

Vifons, or foutreaux? 

Black fquirrels, ccureuils noirs. 

Raw flags fkins, serfs verts. 

Prepared ditto, cerfs pajfes. 

Raw elks fkins, originacs verts. 

Prepared ditto, originax paffes. 

Rein-deer (kins, cariboux. 

Raw hind fkins, bichcs verts. 

Prepared ditto, biches paffecs. 

Carcajous. 

Mufk rats, rats mufques. 

Fat winter beavers, cajlors gras d'biver. 

Ditto fummer beavers, cajlors gras d cte. 

Dry winter beavers, cajlors fees d'biver. 

Ditto fummer beavers, cajlors fees d'ete. 

Old winter beavers, cajlors vieux d'biver. 

Ditto fummer beavers, cajlors vieux d'ete. 

To-day, I got a piece of native copper from the Upper Lake. They find it there 
almoft quite pure ; fo. that it does not want melting over again, but is immediately 
fit for working. Father Charlevoix * fpeaks of it in his hiftory of New France. One 
cf the Jefuits at Montreal, who had been at the place where this metal is got, told me. 


* See hit Hill. de. la Nouv. Fr. tom. »», p. 415. 
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that it is generally found near the mouths of rivers, and that there aro pieces of native 
copper too heavy for a Angle man to lift up. The Indians there fay, that they 
formerly found a piece of about feven feet long, and near four feet thick, all of pure 
copper. As it is always found in the ground near the mouths of rivers, it is probable 
that the ice or water carried it down from a mountain ; but, notwithftanding the careful 
fearch that has been made, jio place has bee’ll found where the metal lies in any great 
quantity together. 

The head or fuperior of the prieds of Montreal, gave me a piece of lead-ore to-day. 
He faid it was taken from a place only a few French miles from Montreal, and it con¬ 
fided of pretty compact, fhining cubes of lead-ore. * I was told by fevcral perfons here, 
that furthermore fouthward in the country, there is a place where they find a great 
quantity of this lead-ore in the ground. The Indians near it, melt it, and make balls 
and (hot of it. I got fome pieces of it likewife, confiding of a finning cubic lead-ore, 
with narrow ftripes between it, and of a white hard earth or clay, which effertefees 
with aqua-fortis. 

I likewife received a reddifh brown earth to-day, found nc?ar the Lac de Deux 
Montagues, or Lake of Two Mountains, a few French miles from Montreal. It may 
becafily crumbled into duft between the fingers. Tt is very heavy, and more fo than 
the earth of that kind generally is. Outwardly, it has a kind of gloffy appearance, 
and, when it is handled by the fingers for fome time, they are quite as it were filvered 
over. It is therefore probable, a kind of lead-earth,, or, an earth mixed with iron- 
glimmer. 

The ladies in Canada are generally of two kinds : foinc come over from France, and 
the red natiyes. The former poflefs the politenefs peculiar to the Frcnch nation $ the 
latter may be divided into thofe of* Quebec and Montreal. The fird of thefe are equal 
to the French ladies in good breeding, having the advantage of frequently converting 
with the French gentlemen and ladies, who come every dimmer with the king’s (hips, 
and day l'cveral weeks at Quebec, but feldom go to Montreal. The ladies of this lad 
place are accufed by the French of partaking too much of the pride of the Indians, and 
of being much wanted in French good breeding. What I have mentioned above of 
their drefling their head too afiiduoufly, is the calc with all the ladies throughout 
Canada. On thofe days when they pay or receive vifits, they drefs fo gaily, that one 
is alrnoft induced to think their parents pofleifed the greated dignities in the date. The 
Frenchmen, who confidercd things in their true light, complained very much that a 
great part of the.ladies in Canada had got into the pernicious cudom of taking too much 
care of their drefs, nnd fquandering all their fortunes, and more, upon it, indead of 
fparing fomething for future times. They are no lefs attentive to have the neweft 
fafhions; and they laugh at each other, when they are not dreffed to each other’s 
fancy. But what they get as new fafhions, are grown old, and laid afidc in France ; 
for the fhips coming but once every year from thence, the people in Qanada confider 
that as the new falhion for the whole year, which the people on board brought with, 
them, dr which they impofed upon them as new. The ladies in Canada, and efpecially? 
at Montreal, are very ready to laugh at any blunders drangers make in fpoaking. In 
Canada nobody ever hears the French language fpoken by any but Frenchmen; for 
ftrangers feldom, come thither, and the Indians are naturally too'proud to learn French, 
but oblige the French to learn their language. From hence it naturally follows, that 
the nice Canada ladies cannot hear any thing uncommon without laughing at it. One 
of the'fird queftions they propofe to a dranger is, whether he is married ? The next, 
how he likes the ladies in the country ; and whether he thinks them handfomer than 
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rhofe of his own- country; and the third, whether he will take one home with him ? 
There is fome difference between the ladies of Quebec, and thofe of Montreal; thofe 
of the lafl place feemed to; be generally handfomer than thofe of the former. Their 
behaviour likewife feemed to me to be fomewhat too free at Quebec, and of a more 
becoming modefty at Montreal. The ladies at Quebec, efpecially the unmarried ones, 
are not very induftrious. A girl of eighteen is reckoned very poorly off, if (he cannot 
enumerate at lead twenty lovers. Thefe young ladies, efpecially thofe of a higher 
rank, get up at feven, and drefs till nine, drinking their coffee at the fame time. 
When they are drafted, they place themfelves near a window that opens into the ftreet, 
take up fome needle-work, and few a ditch now and then ; but turn their eyes into the 
ftreet moll of the time. When a young fellow comes in, whether they are acquainted 
with him or not, they immediately lay afide their work, fit down by him, and begin 
to chat, laugh, joke, and invent double-entendres; and this is reckoned being very 
witty *. In this manner they frequently pafs the whole day, leaving their mothers to 
do all the bufinefs in the houfe. In Montreal, the girls are not quite fo volatile, but 
more induflrious. They are always at their needle-work, or doing fome neceffary 
bufinefs in the houfe. They are likewife cheerful and content; and nobody can fay 
that they want either wit or charms. Their fault is that they think too well of them¬ 
felves. However, the daughters of people of all ranks, without exception, go to 
market, and carry home what they have bought. They rife as foon, and go to bed 
as late as any of the people in the houfe. 1 .have been allured, that, in general, their 
fortunes are not confiderable; which are rendered ftill more fcarce by the number of 
children, and the fmall revenues in a houfe. The girls at Montreal are very much 
difpleafed that thofe at Quebec get hufbands fooner than they. 1 ’he reafqn of this is, 
that many young gentlemen that come over from France with the (hips, are 
captivated by the ladies at Quebec, and marry them ; but as thefe gentlemen feldom 
go up to Montreal, the girls there are not often fo happy as thofe of the former 
place. 

Sept. 23d. This morning I went to Saut au Recollet, a place three French miles north¬ 
ward of Montreal, to deferibe the plants and minerals there, and chieflyto colled feeds of 
.various plants. Near the town there are farms on both fides of the road ; but as one 
advances farther on, the country grows woody, and varies in regard to height. It is 
generally very ftrong; and there are both pieces of rock-ftone and a kind of grey 
lime-ftone. The roads are bad and almoft impaflable for chaifes. A little before I 
arrived at Saut au Recollet, the woods end, and the country is turned into corn-fields, 
meadows, and paftures. 

About a French mile from the town are two lime-kilns on the road. They are built 
of a grey lime-ftone, burnt hard, and of pieces of rock-ftone, towards the fire. The 
height of the kiln from top to bottom is feven yards. 

The lime-ftone which they burn here, is of two kinds. One is quite black, and fo 
compadt, that its conftituent particles cannot be diltinguifhed, fome difperfed grains of 
white and pale grey fpar excepted. Now and then there are thin cracks in it filled with 
a white fmall-grained fpar. 

I have never feen any petrifa&ions in this ftone, though I looked very carefully for 
them. This ftone is common on the ifle of Montreal, about ten or twejtty inches below 
the upper foil. It lies in ftrata of five or ten inches thicknefs. This ftone is faid to 
give the btft lime j for, though it is not fo white as that of the following grey lime- 


ftone, 


• Avoir bcaucoup d’efprit. 
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ftone, yet it makes better mortar, and almoft turns into ftone, growing harder and 
more compaft every day. There are examples, that when they have been about to 
repair a houfe made partly of this mortar, the other ftones of which the houfe confifts, 
fooner broke in pieces than the mortar itfelf. , 

The other kind is a grey, and fometimes a dark grey lime-ftone, confiding of a cum- 
paft calcareous ftone, mixed with grains of fpar, of the lame colour. It is full of 
petrified ftriated Ihells or pe&inites. The greateft part of thefe petrifa&ions arc, how¬ 
ever, only impreflions of the hollow fide or the Ihells. Nowand then I found likewife 
petrified pieces of the Ihell itfelf, though 1 could never find the lame Ihells in their natural’ 
ftate on the Ihorcs; and it feems inconceivable how fuch a quantity of impreffions could 
come together, as I lhall prefently mention. 

I have had great pieces of this lime-ftone, confiding of little elfe than pe&inites, lying 
clofe to one another. This lime-ftone is found on feveral parts of the ifle, where it lies 
in horizontal ftrata of the thickuefs of five or ten inches. This ftone yields a groat 
quantity of white lime, but it is not fo good as the former, becaufe it grows, damp in 
wet weather. 

Fir-wood is reckoned the beft for the lime-kilns and the thuya wood next to it. The 
wood of the fugar-maple, and other trees of a fnnilar nature, are not fit for it, becaufe 
they leave a great quantity of coals. 

Grey pieces of rock-ftone are to be feen in the woods and fields hereabouts. 

The leaves of feveral trees and plants began now to get a pale hue; efpecially thofe 
of the red maple, the fmooth fumach *, the polygonum lagittatuin, Linn, and feveral 
of the ferns. 

A great crofs is erefted on the road, and the boy who Ihewed me the wood, told me 
that a perfon was buried there, who had wrought great miracles. 

At noon 1 arrived at Saut stu Recollet, which is a little place fituated on a branch of 
the river St. Lawrence, which flows with a violent current between the ifles of Montreal 
and Jofus. It has got its name from an accident which happened to a Recollet friar,, 
called Nicholas Veil, in the year 1625. He went into a boat with a converted Indian, 
and lbme Indians of the nation of Hurons, in order to go to Quebec ; but, on going 
over this place in the river, the boat overfet, and both the friar and his profelyte were 
drowned. The Indians (who have been fulpc&cd of occafioning the overfetting of the 
boat) fwam to the Ihore, laved what they could of the friar’s effects, and kept them. 

The country hereabouts is full of ftones, and they have but lately began to cultivate 
it; for all the old people could remember the places covered with tall woods, which 
are now turned into corn-fields, meadows, and paftures. The priefts fay, that this 
place was formerly inhabited by lbme converted Hurons. Thefe Indians lived qp a 
high mountain, at a little diftnnee from Montreal, when the French firft arrived here, and 
the latter perluaded them to ieil that land. They did fo, and fettled here at Saut au 
Recollet, and the church which ftill remains here was built for them, and they have 
attended divine lervicc in it for many years. As the French began to increafe on the 
ifle of Montreal, they wilhed to have it entirely to themlelves, and perfuaded the Indians 
again to fell them this fpot, and go to another. The French have lince prevailed upon 
the Indians (whom they did not like to have amongft them, becaufe of their drunken- 
nefs, and rambling idle life) to leave this place again, and go to fettle at the Lake 
des Deux .Montagnes, where they are at prefent, and Jiave a fine church of ftone. 
Their church at Sautau Recollet is of wood, looks very old aud nuinous, though 


* Rhus glabium. Linn. 
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its infide is pretty good, and is made ufc of by the Frenchmen in this place. They 
have already brought a quantity of Hones hither, and intend building a new church 
very foon. 

Though there had been no rain for fome days paft, yet the moifture in the air was fo 
great, that as I fpread fome papers on the ground this afternoon, in a fhady place, 
intending to put the feeds I collected into them, they were fo wet in a few minutes 
time, as to be rendered quite ufelefs. The whole Iky was very clear and bright, and the 
heat as intolerable as in the middle of July. 

One half of the corn-fields are left fallow alternately. The fallow-grounds are never 
ploughed in fuinmer; fo the cattle can feed upon the weeds that grow on them. All 
the com made ufe of here is fummer corn, as I have before obferved. Some plough 
the fallow grounds late in autumn ; others defer that bufinefs till fpring ; but the firft 
way is faid to give a much better crop. Wheat, barley, rye, and oats, are harrowed, 
biit peafe arc ploughed under ground. They low commonly about the 15th of April, 
and begin with the peafe. Among the many kinds of peafe which are to be got here, 
they prefer the green ones to all others for lowing. They require a high, dry, poor 
ground, mixed with coarfe fand. The harveft time commences about the end, and 
fometimes in the middle of Auguft. Wheat returns generally fifteen, and fome times 
twenty fold; oats from fifteen to thirty fold. The crop of peafe is fometimes fort)' fold, 
but at other times only ten fold ; for they are very different. • The plough and harrow 
are the only inftruments of hufbandry they have, and thofe none of the beft fort neither. 
The manure is carried upon the fallow grounds in fpring. The foil confifts of a grey 
ftony earth, mixed with clay and fand. They fow no more barley than is necef- 
fary for the cattle; for they make no malt here. They fow a good deal of oats, 
but merely for the horfes, and other cattle. Nobody knows here how to make 
ufe of the leaves of deciduous trees as a food for the cattle, though the forelb’ 
are furnifhed with no other than trees of that kind, and though the people are com¬ 
monly forced to feed their cattle at home during five months. 

I have already repeatedly mentioned, that altnoft all the wheat which is fmvu in 
Canada is fummer wheat, that is fuch as is fown in fpring. Near Quebec it fomeiime:. 
happens, when the fummer is lefs warm, or the fpring later than common, that a great 
pact of the wheat does not ripen perfectly before the cold commences. I have been 
allured that fome people, who live on the Ifle de Jefus, fow wheat in autumn, which 
is better, finer, and gives a more plentiful crop than the fummer wheat; but it does 
not ripen above a week before the other wheat. 

Sept. 25th. In feveral places hereabouts, they cnclofe the field with a ftonc fence, 
inftead of wooden pales. The plenty of Hones which arc to be got Here render the 
harbour very trifling. 

Here are abundance of beech-trees in the woods, and they now had ripe feeds. 
The people in Canada colled them in autumn, dry them, and keep them till winter, 
when they eat them inftead of walnuts and hazel-nuts j and I am told they tafte 
very well. • t 

There is a fait fpring, as the priefl of this place informed me, feven French miles 
from hence, near the river D’Aflomption; of which during the war, they have made a 
fine white fait. The water is faid to be very briny. 

Some kinds of fruit-trees fucceed very well near Montreal, and I had here an oppor¬ 
tunity of feeing fome very fine pears and apples of various forts. Near Quebec the 
pcar-trefs will not fucceed, becaufe the winter is too fevere for them ; and fometimes. 
they are killed by the frolt in the neighbourhood of Montreal. Plum-trees of feveral 

2 • forts 
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forts were firfl brought over from France, fucceed very well, and withftand the rigours 
of winter. Three forts of America walnut-trees grow in the woods; but the walnut- 
trees brought over from France die altnoft every year d<\wn to the very root, bringing 
forth new fhoots in fpring. Peach-trees cannot well agree with this climate; a few 
bear the cold, but, for greater fafety, they are obliged to put flraw round them. 
Chefnut-trees, mulberry-trees, and the like, have never yet been planted in Canada. 

The whole cultivated part of Canada has been given away by the King to the clergy, 
and fome noblemen ; but all the uncultivated parts belong to him, as likewife the plate 
on which Quebec and Trois Rivieres are built. The ground on which the town of 
Montreal is built, together with the whole ifle' pf that name, belongs to the priefts of 
the order of St. Sulpicius, who live at Montreal. They have given the land in tenure 
to farmers and others who were willing to fettle on it. The firfl fcttlers paid a trifling 
rent for their land; for frequently the whole leafe for a piece of ground, three arpens 
broad, and thirty long, confift in a couple of chickens ; and fome pay twenty, thirty, 
or forty fols, for a piece of land of the fame fizc. But thofe who came latter, mull 
pay near two ecus v crowns) for fuch a piece of land, and thus the land-rent is very 
unequal throughout the country. The revenues of the bilhop of Canada do not arife 
from any landed property. The churches are built at the expence of the congrega¬ 
tions. The inhabitants of Canada do not yet pay any taxes to the King; and he has 
no other revenues from it,*than thofe which arife from the cuflom-houfe. 

The priefts of Montreal have a mill here, where they take the fourth part of all that 
is ground. However, the miller receives a third part* of this fhare. In other places 
he gets the half of it. The priefts fometimes leafe the mill for a certain fum. Befidcs 
them nobody is allowed to creel a mill on the ifle of Montreal, they having referved 
that rigfit to themfelves. In the agreement drawn up between the priefts’and the in¬ 
habitants of the ifle, the latter are obliged to get all their corn ground in the mills of 
the former. 

They boil a good deal o f fugar in Canada of the juice running out of the incifions 
in the fugar-maple, the red maple, and the fugar-birch ; but that of the firfl tree is 
moft commonly made ufe of. The way of preparing it lias been more minutely de- 
feribed by me in the Memoirs of the Royal Swedilh Academy of Sciences # . 

Sept. 26th. Early this morning I returned to Montreal. Every thing began now 
to look like autumn. The leaves of the trees were pale or reddifh, and moft of the 
plants had loft their flowers. Thole which flill preferved them were the following f. 

Several forts of afters, both blue and white. 

Golden rods qi various kinds. 

Common milfoil. 

Common fclf-heal. 

The cril’ped thiftle. 

The biennial oenothcra. 

The rough-leaved fun-flower, with trifoliated leaves. 

The Canada violet, 

A fpecies of gentian. 

Wild vines are abundant in the woods hereabouts, climbing up very high trees. 

* See the volume for 1751. 

f Afteres. Solidarities. Achillea millefolium. Prunella vulgaris. Carduus crifpui, Oenothera 
biennia. Rudbeckia irriloba. Viola Canadenfis. Gentiana Saponaria. * 

• ’ I have 
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I have made enquiry among the French, who travel far into the country, concerning 
the food of the Indians. Thofe who live far north, I am told, cannot plant any thing, 
on account of the great degree of cold. They have, therefore, no bread, and do not 
live on vegetables; flelh and filh is their only food, and chiefly the :h.fh of beavers, 
bears, rein-deer, elks, hares, and fever.il kinds of birds. Thofe Lmhans who live far 
fouthward eat the following things. Of vegetables they plant maize, wild kidney- 
beans * of feveral kinds, putnpions of different forts, fqualhes, a kind of gourds, water- 
mdons, and melons f. They likewife eat various fruits which grow in their woods. 
Filh and flelh make a very great part of their food; and they chiefly like the fl.-fli of 
wild cattle, roe-bucks, ftags, bears, beavers, and fomc other quadrupeds. Among their 
dainty dilhes, they reckon the water tare-grafsj, which the French call Folic Avoinc, and 
which grows in plenty in their lakes, in itagnant waters, and fometimes in rivers which 
flow flowly. They gather its feeds in October, and prepare them in different ways, and 
chiefly as groats, which take almoft as well as rice. They make likewife many a de¬ 
licious meal of the feveral kinds of walnuts, chefnuts, mulberries, aciminc§, chin¬ 
quapins ||, hazel-nuts, peaches, wild prunes, grapes, whortle-berrics of feveral forts, 
various kinds of medlars, black-berries, and other fruit and roots. But the fpecies of 
corn, fo common in what is called the Old World, were entirely unknown here before 
the arrival of the Europeans ; nor do the Indians at prefent ever attempt to cultivate, 
them, though they fee the ufe which the Europeans make of the culture of them, and 
though they are fond of eating the dilhes which^are prepared of them. 

Sept. 27. Beavers are abundant all over North America, and they are one of the 
chief articles of the trade in Canada. The Indians live upon their flelh during a great 
part of the year. It is certain that thefe animals multiply very fad;; but it is no lefs 
fo, that vaft numbers of them are annually killed, and- that the Indians are obliged at 
prefent to undertake diftant journeys, in order to catch or Ihoot them. Their decreas¬ 
ing in number is very eafily accounted for; bccaufe the Indians, before the arrival of 
the Europeans, only caught as many as they found necefiary to clothe theinfelves with, 
there being then no trade with the lkins. At prefent a number of Ihips go annually 
to Europe, laden chiefly with beavers lkins; the Englilh and French endeavour to out¬ 
do each other, by paying the Indians well for them, and this encourages the latter to 
q^tirpate thefe animals. Many people in Canada told me, that when they were young, 
all the rivers in the neighbourhood of Montreal, the river St. Lawrence not excepted, 
were full of beavers and their dykes; but at prefent they are extirpated in that 
quarter. 

Beaver-flelh is eaten not only by the Indians, but likewife by the. Europeans, and 
elpecially the French, on their falling days; for His Holinefs, in his fyftem, has ranged 
the beaver among the filh. The flelh is reckoned belt, if the beaver has lived upon 
vegetables, fuch as the afp, and the beaver-tree ; but when he has eaten filh, it does 
not tafte well. To-day 1 tailed this flelh boiled, for the firft time; and though every 
body prefent, befides myfelf, thought it a delicious dilh, yet I could not agree with 
them. 1 think it is eatable, but has nothing delicious. It looks black when boiled, 
and has a peculiar tafle. In order to prepare it well, it mull be boiled in feveral waters 
from morning till noon, that it may loofe the bad tafte it has. The tail is likewife 
eaten, after it has been boiled in the fame manner, and roafted afterwards; but it confifls 
of fat only, though they would not call it fo; and cannot be fwallowed by one who is 

• Pfcafcolf. f Cucumig melo. Lina. t Zizania aquatica. Linn. 

f Annona muricata. Linn. || Fagus pumila. Linn. Magnolia glauca. Linn. 
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not ufed to cat it.. Sometimes, though but feldom, they catch beavers'with white 
hair. 

Wine is almoft the only liquor which people above thq vulgar are ufed to drink. 
They make a kind of fpruce-bcer of the top of the white-fir *, which they drink in 
fummer; but the ufe of it is not general; and it is feldom drank by people of quality. 
Thus great fums go annually out of the country for wine; as they have no vines here 
of which they could make’a liquor that is fit to be drank. The common people drink 
water; for it is not yet cuftomary here to brew beer of malt; and there are no orchardar 
large enough to fupply the people with apples for making cyder. Some of the people 
of rank, who poffefs large orchards, fometimes, out of curiofity, get a fmall quantity of 
cyder made. The great people here, who are ufed from their youth to drink nothing 
but wine, are greatly at a lofs in time of war; when all the fhips which brought wine 
are intercepted by the Englifh privateers. Towards the end of the laft war, they gave, 
two hundred and fifty francs, and even one hundred ecus, for a barrique, or hog Ahead, 
of wine. 

A middling horfe now colls forty francs f and upwards; a good horfe is valued at 
an hundred francs, or more. A cow is fold for fifty francs; but people can remember 
the time when they were fold for ten ecus j. A fheep cofls five or fix livres at prefent; 
but laft year, when every thing was dear, it coll eight or ten francs. A hog of one 
year old, and two hundred, *or an hundred and fifty pounds weight, is fold at fifteen 
francs. M. Couagne, the merchant, told me, that he had feen a hog of four hundred 
weight among the Indians. A chicken is fold for ten or* twelve fols § ; and a turkey 
for twenty fols. A minor || of wheat fold for an ecu laft year; but at prefent it coll forty 
fols. Maize is always of the fame price with wheat, bccaufe here is but little of it; 
and it is all made ufe of by thole who go to trade with the Indians. A minot of oats 
coils fometimes from fifteen to twenty fols; but of late years it has been fold for 
twenty-fix, or thirty fols. Peafe bear always the fame price with wheat. A pound of 
butter coils commonly about eight or ten fols ; but laft year it rofc up to fixteen fols. 
A dozen of eggs ufed to coft but three fols; however, now are fold for five. They 
make no chcefe at Montreal; nor is there any to be had, except what is got from 
abroad. A water-melon generally coils five or fix fols; but, if of a large fize, from 
fifteen to twenty. 

There are as yet no manufactures eftablilhed in Canada; probably, becaufe France 
will not lofe the advantage of felling off its own goods here. However, both the 
inhabitants of Canada, and the Indians, are very ill off for want of them, in times 
of war. * 

Thofc perfons who want to be married, mull have the confent of their parents :* 
however, the judge may give them leave to marry, if the parents oppofe their union 
without any valid reafon. Likewife, if the man be thirty years of age, and the woman 
twenty-fix, they may marry, without farther waiting for their parents confent. 

Sept. 29th. This afternoon I went out of town, to the fouth-weft part of the ifle, 
in o^der to view the country, and the oeconomy of the people, and to colled feveral 
feeds. Juft before the town arc fome fine fields, which were formerly cultivated, but 
now ferve as paftures. To the north-weft appears the high mountain which lies weft- 

* Apinette blanche The way of brewing this beer is deferibeu at Lrgc in the Memoirs of the Royal 
Academy of Sciences, for the year 1751, p. 190. 

+ pram- it the fame as livre ; and twenty two livres make a pound flerling. 

$ An ecu is three francs. $ Twenty fols make one livre. 

tj A'Frcnch meafure, about the fame as two bufliels in England. 

vol. xiii. 4 v ward 
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ward of Montreal, and is very fertile, and covered with fields and gardens from the 
bottom to the fumrmit. On the fouth-eaft fide is the river St. Lawrence, which is very 
broad here; and on its fides are extenfivc corn-fields and meadows, and fine houfes 
of ltone, which look whit£ at a diftance. At a great diftance fouth-eaftward, appear 
the two high mountains near Fort Chamblais, and fomc others near Lake Champlain, 
raifing their tbps above the woods. All the fields hereabouts are filled with ftones of 
different fizes ; and among them there is frequently feen a black litne-ftonc. About a 
_ JFrench mile from the town, the high road goes along the river, which is on the left 
hand ; and on the right hand all the country is cultivated and inhabited. The farm- 
houfes are three, four, or five arpents diftant from each other. The hills near the 
river are generally high and pretty.deep ; they confift of earth ; and the fields below 
them are filled with pieces of rock-ftone, and of black lime-flate. About two French 
miles from Montreal, the river runs very rapidly, and is full of ftones; in fome 
places there are fomc waves. However, thofo who go in boats into the fouthern parts 
of Canada, are obliged to w ork through fuch places. 

Wild-geefe and ducks began to migrate in great flocks to the fouthern 
countries. 

O&obcr 2d. The tw'o preceding days, and this, I employed chiefly in collect¬ 
ing feeds. 

The laft night’s froft had caufed a great alteration in feveral trees. Walnut-trees of 
all forts fhed their leaves in plenty now. The flowers of a kind of nettle * were ail 
entirely killed by the froft. „ The leaves of the American lime-tree were likewife 
damaged. In the kitchen-gardens the leaves of the melons were all killed by the f roft ; 
however, the beech, oak, and birch, did not feem to have fuffered at all. The fields 
were all covered with a hoar-froft. The ice^ in the pools of water was a geometrical 
line and a half in thicknefs. 

The biennial oenothera f grows in abundance on open woody hills, and fallow 
fields. An old Frenchman, who accompanied me as 1 was collecting its feeds, could 
not fufficicntly praife its property of healing wounds. The leaves of the plant mult be 
crufhed, and then laid on the wound. 

Soeurs dc Congregation are a kind of religious women, different from nuns. They 
do not live in a convent, but have houfes both in the town and country. They go 
^where they pleafe, and arc even allowed to marry, if an opportunity offers; but this, I 
am told, happens very fcldom. In many places in the country, there are two or more 
of them : they have their lioufe commonly near a church, and generally the parfonage- 
houfe is on the other fide of the church. Their bufinefs is to inftrud young girls in 
the Chriftian religion, to teach them reading, writing, needlc-work,' and other female 
accomplifhments. People of fortune board their daughters with them for loinfc time. 
They have their boarding, lodging, beds, inftruction, and whatever elfe they want, 
upon very reafonable terms. The houfe where the whole community of thefe ladies 
live, and from whence they arc fent out into the country, is at Montreal. A lady that 
wants to become’ incorporated among them, muft pay a confiderable fum of money 
towards the common flock; and fome people reckon it to be four thoufand livresf If 
a peribn be once received, flie is fure of a fubfillence during her life-time. 

La Chine is a fine village, three French miles to the fouth-eaft of Montreal, but on 
the fame ifle, clofe to the river St. Lawrence. The farm-houfes lie along the river fide, 
about four 'or five arpents from each other. Here is a fine church of flone, with a 

* Urtica divaricata. Linn. + Oenothera biennii. Linn. 
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Fmall fleeple; and the whole place has a very agreeble fituation. Its name is faid to 
have had the following origin. As the unfortunate M. Salce was here,'who was after¬ 
wards murdered by his own countrymen further up in the country, lie was very intent 
9 Uj>on dilcovering a fhorter road to China, by means of the river St. Lawrence He 
talked of nothing at that time but his new fhort way to China ; but as his projeft of 
undertaking this journey, in order to make this diicuvery, was Hopped by an accident 
which happened to him here, and he did not that time come any nearer China this 
place got itvS name, as it were, by way of joke. ’ 

This evening 1 returned to Montreal. 

Oct. 5th. The governor-general at Quebec is, a t s 1 have already mentioned before, 
the chief commander in Canada. Next lo him is the intendant at Quebec ; then follows 
the governor of Montreal, and after him the governor of Trois Rivieres. The 
intendant has thegreatefi power next to the governor-general; he pays all the money 
of government, and is prefident of the board of finances, and of the court of juflfce in 
this country. 1 Ie is, however, under the governor-general, for if he refufes to do any 
thing to which he feems obliged by his office, the governor-general can give him orders 
to do it, which he mull obey. He is allowed, however, to appeal to the government 
in France. In each of the capital towns, the governor is the higheft perfon, then the 
lieutcnant-gcneral, next to him a major, and after him the captains. The governor- 
general gives the firfl orders in all matters of confequence. When he comes to Trois 
Rivieres and Montreal, the power of the governor ceafes, becaufe he always commands 
where he is. 1 he governor-general commonly goes to Mflntreal once every year, and 
moftly in winter; and during his abicnce from Quebec, the lieutenant-general com¬ 
mands tli ere. When the governor-general dies, or go to France, before a new one is 
come in his Head, the governor of Montreal -goes to Quebec, to command in the mean 
while, leaving the major to command at Montreal. 

One or two of the king’s fhips are annually font from France to Canada, carrying 
recruits to J'upply the places oi tliofe f'oldicrs, who either died in the fervice, or have 
got leave to fettle in the country, and turn farmers, or to return to France. Almofl 
every year they fend a hundred, or a hundred and fifty people over in this manner. 
With thefe people they likewife fend over a great number of perfons who have been 
found guilty of l'muggling in France. They were formerly condemned to the gallies, 
but at prefent they fend them to the colonies, where they are free as foon as they arrive, 
and can choofe what manner of life they pleafe, but are never allowed to go out of the 
country without the king’s f'pecial licence. The king’s fhips likewife bring a great 
quantity of merchandizes which the king has bought, in order to be diltributed among 
the Indians on certain occafions. The inhabitants of Canada pay very little to the ' 
king. In the year 1748, a beginning was however made by laying a duty of three 
per cent, on all French goods imported by the merchants of Canada. A regulation 
was likewife made at that time, that all the furs and ikins exported to France from 
lienee, fhould pay a certain duty; but what is carried to the colonics pays nothing. 
The merchants of all parts of France and its colonies, are allowed to fend fhips with 
goods to this place; and the Quebec merchants arc at liberty likewife to lend their 
goods to any place in France, and its colonies. But the merchants at Quebec have but 
few fhips, becaufe the Tailors wages are very high. The towns in France which chiefly 
trade with Canada, are Rochelle and Bourdeaux; next to’ them are Marfeilles, 
Nantes, Havre de Grace, St. Malo, and others. The king’s fhips which bring goods 
to this country, come either from Breft or from Rochefort. The merchants «t 
Quebec fend flour, wheat, peafe, wooden utenfils, &c. on their own bottoms, to the 
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French poiTeiTtons in the Weft Indies. The wails round Montreal were built in 1738, 
at the lung’s cJcpence, on condition the inhabitants Ihould, little by little, pay off the 
coft to the king. The town at prefent pays annually fix thoufand livres for them to 
government, of which tdro thoufand are given by the fetninary of priefts. At Quebec 
the walls have likewife been built at the king's expence, but he did not re-demand the* 
expence of the inhabitants, becaufe they had already the duty upon goods to pay as 
above mentioned. The beaver-trade belongs folely to the Indian company in France, 
and nobody is allowed to carry it on here, befides the people appointed by that com¬ 
pany. Every other fur trade is open to every body. There are fevcral places among 
the Indians far in the country, where the French have (lores of their goods j and 
thefe places they call les poftes. * The king has no other fortreffes in Canada than 
Quebec, Fort Chamblais, Fort St. Jean, Fort St. Frederick, or Crownpoint, Mont¬ 
real, Frontenac, and Niagara. AH other places belong to private perfons. The 
king keeps the Niagara trade all to himfelf. Every one who intends to go to trade 
with'the Indians muft have a licence from the governor-general, for which he muft 
pay a fum according as the place he is going to is more or lefs advantageous for trade. 
A merchant who fends out a boat laden with all forts of goods, and four or live per¬ 
fons with it, is obliged to give five or fix hundred livres for the permiffion; and 
there are places for which they give a thoufand livres. Sometimes one cannot buy the 
licence to go to a certain trading place, becaufc the governor-general has granted, or 
intends to grant it to fome acquaintance cr relation of ms. The money arifing from the 
granting of licences belongs to the governor-general. 
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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION. 


T HE two former Editions of theft* Travels were published, one immediately after 
tiie other, at a moment, when events of the greateft magnitude, and importance 
to this country, were depending ; and when the minds of men were extremely agitated 
and alarmed for the fate of the Britifh Empire. A rupture between Great Britain and 
her American Colonies was forioufly apprehended: and as men forefaw, or at leafl 
fancied they forefaw, very calamitous confequcnces arifing fromfo difaftrous an event, 
it was generally wiflied that the evil might, if poffible, be prevented ; and a reconcilia¬ 
tion happily cffc&cd, before matters were carried to extremity. The author, flattered 
by his friends, and perhaps a little alfo by vanity, prefumed to hope, that the publica¬ 
tion of his tour through the Middle Settlements in North America might, in fome 
degree, conduce to this defirable end : and as the meafures to be adopted by Govern¬ 
ment were at that time under the deliberation of Parliament, it was thought expedient 
to fubmit it to the public, before any refolutions were formed that might eventually 
be decifivc of the fate of the Britifh Empire. There was not lime, therefore, to 
publifli the work in fo full and correct a manner, as the materials in the author's pof- 
feflion would otberwife have enabled him to do. He confined himfelf to general, and 
what he judged leading, circumftances; and poftponed the infertion of others to more 
favourable and tranquil times. The two former editions, however, being now entirely 
out of print, he deems it expedient to publifli a third edition, revifed, corretted, ana 
greatly enlarged by the infertion of new matter ; particularly by fevcral flatiflical cables 
referring to the commerce of America; and fomc authentic memoirs of Thomas late 
Loi^l Fairfax, and of the fevcral branches of that noble houfe now domiciliated in Vir¬ 
ginia ; both of which have been derived from the beft and moft unqueftionable 
authority.—-The work for thefc reafons, and from its being almoft the only account of 
the Middle Settlements, during the period of their happieft.and moft flourifhing ftate, 
jnay poflibly, notwithftanding the reparation that has lince taken place, b« ftill intereft- 
ing; at leaft to individuals : and the author offers the prefent edition to the public, with 
the fame aflurance as he did the former ones; viz. that he believes the contents*to be 
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ftrictly and literally true. If, however, fome flight errors may accidentally and 
undefignedly have been committed, and any one will have the goodnefs to point them 
out, the author will think himfelf highly obliged by the information, and will avail 
himfelf of the firft opportunity to acknowledge and corre£t them. 

The aftonifhing events that have taken place fince the publication of the two former 
editions, will probably expofe the author’s opinion concerning the termination and final 
ifTue of the American conteft to animadverfion : but in vindication of himfelf, he muft 
t Jje permitted to obferve,— 

That it was not within the fphere of calculation to fuppofc, 

lit. ft hat the Britifli ininiliry would perfift in requiring unconditional fubmiflion 
from the colonies, till it was too late'to recede; and the opportunity was loft, and fur 
ever gone by: 

2diy. That when coercive meafures had been rcfolvcd upon, they would have been 
in forced in fo ruinous and fo ineffectual a manner: 

gdly; That, during the war, anv member in oppofition would have declared publicly, 
that he correfponded with, and wiflied fucctfs to, the Americans, then in arms againit 
the king: 

Still lefs was it within the fphere of calculation to fuppofc. 

That France, though it might be expected that fhe would lb far interfere in the conteft 
as to endeavour to diftrefs and embarrafs t his country, would .fend troops to America, to 
the irreparable ruin of her own finances, in order to make the Americans free and inde¬ 
pendent Hates. 

Leaft: of all was it within the fphere of calculation to fuppofe. 

That Spain would join in a plan inevitably leading, though by flow and imperceptible 
fteps, to the final lofs of all her rich pollefli'ms in S >uth America. 

There were indeed enlightened minds both in France and in Spain, who forefaw 
what has fince happened, and who deprecated any interference in the difputc, am! 
recommended the obfervance of a ft riel neutrality : And the unfortunate Lewis the 
fixteenth himfelf is faid to have fhewn the greatefl repugnance to the treaty with the 
Americans ; and to have declared in the bitternefs of furrow, when he ligtied it, that he 
had figned the warrant for his own ruin and deltruction. 

4 ^In Auguft 17192, the author was at Cologne; and there accidentally falling in with 
the Duke of Bourbon, and feveral French noblemen of his fuite, the convocation 
naturally turned upon the fituatinn and affairs of France ; and the author exprefling 
his furprife at the impolicy of the French miniltry in engaging fo deeply in the Ameri¬ 
can war, and deducing from thence the prefent miferies of France, one of the courtiers 
with great emotion exclaimed,—“Ah monfieur, c’elt bien vrai; hous avons mal 
calculi:!”—But the die is call, and it is too late to moralize. 

The reader will doubtlefs be furprifed, when the author declares, that he has not 
altered his femiments fince the year 1775, in regard to the American war and its con- 
fequences. He Hill thinks, that the feparation might, in the firft inftance, have been 
prevented : that coercive meafures, when refolved upon, might have been inforced, 
comparatively fpcaking, without blood died ; and with great probability of fuccefs: t'nat 
the prefent union of the American flates will not be permanent or luft for any con fid er- 
able length of time : that that extenfive country muft ncceifarily be divided into feparate 
ftates and kingdoms: and*that America will never, at leaft for many ages, become 
formidable tef Europe; or acquire, what has been fo frequently predicted, univerfal 
empirj. The author thinks he could afiign plaufible reafons at leaft for thefe various 
opinions; but it is better that they (hould be configned to oblivion. The wife Difpofer • 
of events has decreed, that Amerlta fhall be independent of Great Britain: that fhe is 

12 fo. 
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fo, may ultimately perhaps be advantageous to both countries; at leaft it •will be owing 
to cxcefs fcf folly if it be highly difadvantageous to either. Let us fupplicato Heaven 
to unite them in permanent fricndfhip and alFcdlion; and to preferve inviolate that alli¬ 
ance, that harmony and connexion, which religion, moral habits, language, intereff, 
origin, and innumerable other confiderations, can never ceafe to point out and recom¬ 
mend to them. , 


INTRODUCTION. 

• 

A FEW davs before I embarked for America, being in a coffee-houfe with fome 
friends, and viifcomfing of things relative to that country, an elderly gentleman ad¬ 
vancing towards the box where we were fitting, add reded hiinfelf to me in the * 
fi Unwi'-.g manner : “ S ; r,” faid he, “ you are young and jull entering into the world; 

I am old, and upon the point of leaving it: allow me therefore to give you one piece 
of advice, which is the refuh of experience; and which may pofiibly, fomc time or 
other, be of ufe to you. You are going to a country where every thing will appear 
new and wonderful to you ; but it will appear fo only for a while ; for the novelty of 
it will daily wear o(F; and in am:• it will grow quite familiar to you. Let me, there¬ 
fore, recommend to you to note in your pocket-book every circumftance that may 
make an impreflion upon you ; for lie a (Id red, fir, though it may afterward appear 
familiar and uninurofting to yourlelf, it will not appear fo to your friends, who have 
never vifited that countrv, for they will be entertained by it.” 

The following obfervations were the refult of this advice : they were written upon 
the feveral Ipots to which they refer; and Verc intended for no other purpofe, than 
that of ferving as memorandums. They appeared, by the time 1 returned to Europe, 
according to the gentleman’s prediction, fo very familiar to me, that I tharcely thought 
them del'erving of the perufal <>f my friends. Some of thefe, however, were fo oblig¬ 
ing as to bellow upon them that trouble ; and it is by their advice, and the confideration 
of the prefent critical fituation of aifairs, that I now fuhtnir. them to the judgment of 
the public. —Whatever may be their merit, which L fear is but fmall, I can allure the 
reader of one tiling, I believe they are generally true. They are the fruit of the-moft 
impartial inquiries, and befl intelligence, that l was able to procure in the different 
colonies which I vifited. If l have been led into any error, or have milreprefented any 
thing, it has been undefigncdly : a fpirit of party is univerfally prevalent in America, 
and it is not always, an eafy matter to arrive at the knowledge of truth: but I believe, , 
in general, I have been pretty fuccelsful. I couverfed indiferiminately with perfons of 
all parties ; and endeavoured, by allowing tor prejudices and collating their different 
accounts, to get at the true one. If 1 have any doubt myfclf about any particular part 
of the following obfervations (and it is one in which I wifh 1 may be found to have 
been mifinformed) it is that which relates to the character of the Rhode Wanders. 

I was exceedingly ill at that place, and had not the fame opportunity of procuring in¬ 
formation as elfewhere. I converled with but few gentlemen, and they were principally 
of one party ; but they were gentlemen of fuch univerfal good character, that I could 
not but rely in fome meafure on the accounts with which ilvy favoured me. Some 
allowance, hou'ever, I did make for prejudice; and I am defirous that the reader 
fhould make a (till larger one; indeed, I Ihould be happy to ftand corrected in regard 
to what 1 have faid of that people, as no one can have lefs pleafure in fpeaking un¬ 
favourably of mankind than myfclf. 


I have 
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I have ftudioufly avoided all technical or fcientific terms; fuch to the informed 
reader arc unneceffary, to the uninformed one they are unintelligible and perplexing: 
in relations of this kind,* they have always an appearance of affectation and pe¬ 
dantry. 

For the moft valuable part of the following collection, I mean the Diary * of the 
Weather, I am entirely indebted to my eftcemed friend, Francis Fauquier, Efq. fon of 
. ..the late worthy lieutenant-governor of Virginia ; who very obligingly tranfmitted it to 
me from Williamlburg, while I refided, as chaplain to the Briiifh factory, at Leghorn ; 
and has allowed me to make the ufe of it which I have here done. 

The prefent unhappy differences liibfifting amongft us, with regard to America, will, 
I am fenfiblc, expofe the publication of this account to much confuro and criticifm ; 
but I can truly aver, that I have been led to it by no party motive whatfoever. My 
' firlt attachment, as it is natural, is to my native country j iny next is to America ; and 
fuch is my affeCtion for both, that I hope nothing will ever happen to diflblvc that 
union, which is neceffary to their common happinefs. Let every Englifhman and Ame¬ 
rican, but for a moment or two, fubflitute themfelvcs in each other’s place, and, 1 
think, a mode of reconciliation will foon take effeCh — Every American will then per¬ 
ceive the reafonablenefs of acknowledging the fuprcmacy of tin; Britifh iegiflature ; 
and every Englilhman, perhaps, the hardfhip of being taxed where there is no repre- 
feptation, or affent. 

There is fcarcely any fuch thing, I believe, as a perfect government; and Toledans 
are to be found in all. The prefent difputes are fccmingly the rcfult of one. — 
Nothing can be more undeniable than the fupemacy of parliament over the moll; 
diflant branches of the Britifh empire: for although the King being eftcemed, iu the 
eye of the law, the original proprietor of all* the lands* in the kingdom ; all lands, upon 
defect of heirs to fucceed to an inheritance, efchcat to the King ; and all new difeo- 
vered lands veil in him : yet in neither cafe can he exempt them from the jurifdiction 
of the Iegiflature of the kingdom. 

He may grant them, under leafes or charters, to individuals or companies; with 
liberty of making rules and regulations for the internal government and improvement 
4 r of themj but fuch regulations muft ever be confiftent with the laws of the kingdom, 
and fubieft to their controul. 

On the other hand, I am extremely dubious, whether it be confiftent with the gene¬ 
ral principles of liberty (with thofe or the Britifh conftitution I think it is not) to tax 
where there is no reprefentation : the arguments hitherto adduced from Mancheftcr 
• and Birmingham, and other great towns, not having reprefentatives, are foreign to the 
fubjeft; at ieaft they are by no means equal to it; — for every inhabitant, poffoffed of 
forty (hillings freehold, has a vote in the election of members for the county but it 
is not the perfons, but the property of men that is taxed, and there is not a foot of 
property in this kingdom, that is not reprefented. 

It appears then, that certain principles exift in the Britifh conftitution, which mili¬ 
tate with each other; the reafon of their doing fo is evident; it was never fugpofed 
that they would extend beyond the limits of Great Britain, or affeft fo diftant a coun¬ 
try as America. It is much to be wilhed, therefore, that fome expedient could be 
thought of to reconcile them. 

The coftduft of the feveral adminiftrations, that nave had the direction of the affairs 
of Jhis kingdom, has been reciprocally arraigned; but, I think, without reafon; for, 
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nil things confidercd, an impartial and difpaflionate mind will find njar 
allcdge in juftification of each. —The feweft, I am afraid, arc to be plead i«, 
of the Americans; for they fettled in America under charters, which 
ferved to the Britifh parliament the authority, whether confident or not< 
aiferted. Although, therefore, they had a right to make humble re 
His Majefly in parliament, ayd to fhew the impropriety and inconvenier 
fuch principles, yet they had certainly no right to oppofe them. 

Expedients may ftill be found, it is to be hoped, however, to concilia 
happy differences, and reltore harmony again between Great Britain 
but whatever ineafures may be adopted by parliament, it is the duty anf£ 
rica to fubinit. — But it is impertinent to enter any farther into 
fubjett, which is at this time under the deliberation of the fupr^tiU’ 
nation. I will therefore conclude with a fincere prayer, that whatC^w 
lie adopted, they may be dillerent in their iffue from what the feajU’Up 
lead them to preconceive ; and that, if they be coercive ones, tji'ljfli. ‘ 
which, I am periuuUd, is practicable, without the effitfion 
ones, which are preferable, and which 1 think equally practicality 
any lo/s or diminution of the dignity or intereft ol this kingdom'^* 

Gietmnch, 

Jm. I;;,. 
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O N Friday the 27th of April 1759, 1 embarked, in cc, 1 p.tt w' 1 ,4*veral N 
American gentlemen, on boaid the l)dpat< h. Captain 1 , f . Virginia ; 

the next day we let fail from Spithead, under convoy of His \i«> /(hip the 
Captain Sterling, commander, with thirty-three fail of tra g '/ifv s We 
an anchor in the evening in Yarmouth Road, and the J; "vj: »1 'yiijjad with a 
caflerly wind through the Needles. Vtf 

April 30. We pified by the I/zird, and in the cvcnuiff <1 , a fail, 

proved to be* an Ktighih lliop laden with corn. She ha! J 1 7 ; by a 
privateer, and was ifeeriug for France : there were three I’n 1»/ ,n 1 and one 
man on board., The commodore lent fome hands to hcr,*<$l'J.r to 
Penzance. • 

May t. Thick, hazy weather with a fair wind. Aj> 1 ^/ fir,> v^lffed tb/rough the 
fleet about four o’clock in the afternoon : and in the evcttjp'’ At. 'Wut veffelf bore down 
upon the fternmoft (hips, and fpokc with them. 

May 2. Fair, plealant weather. The next day wc fMhufav reckcinine that we 
had made a hundred leagues lrom the Land’s End. 

May 4. Strong, violent gales at north-and-by-weit# i, th "vening tne Molly, 
Captain Chew, had her main-top-maft canied away, ajm \ fignal of diftrefs. 

May 5. From this time to the 14th, nothing rem; rjtoU 1 1 ned : the wind was 
fcldom fair; but the weather being moderate, we mat'll < ai lifits, and paffed our 
time very agreeably. 

May 14. Captain Necks fell ill of a fever, andjeou lAue^iipifpofed feveral dajs: 
he.began to mend about the 17th. 

vol. xin. 4 x May 
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K he afternoon, a fuddcn and violent fquall from the north-weft obliged 
our reefed main-fail: it continued to increafe, and blew a ftorm for 
ours, w.hen it began to moderate. 

made fail in the afternoon, with four (hips in company ; and the 
-’cning were joined by eighteen more. From that time to the 28th, 
>1(5 happened : we had generally pleafant jveather, but adverfe winds, 
dted; and were much entertained with feeing grampufes, turtles, 
!;, flying and other fifli, common in the Atlantic, 
ijdilcovcrcd a large fail: (he direded her courfe towards the eaft. 
We fnpjjfa be an Englifh .man of war going exprefs. She carried three top- 


gallant 

May lKfH| 
the comwyJ-jjPf' ■' 
reduced 

continue qg^ l’O^ ^ 

Tune c. Bpi: ‘(jijjfc* with a fnow from Carolina, which informed the commodore, 
that a Fre™®M''IVas cruizing off the Capes of Virginia. From that time to the 
nth, we mmm ighrnarkMe. The wind was generally from weft to north-weft, 
and there fqualls with lightning. We faw feverai bonetas, grampufes, 

albicores, aM^M^jferent kinds. 

” June ix. HH^H^ippearcd difcoloured; and we concluded that we were upon 
the Banks of' ■ wpw|> nd : we eaft the lead, but found no ground. 'J he weather 
'was thick an ^Wfe l ^pPit hing remarkable happened from this time to the 3d of July : 
ive had pleafaxBPflB^ loug h now and then fqualls with lightning. We left in with 
ft’vcral curren«ptpSwiable winds. * 

July 3. Wfiiai,'f«|j^fother, with a gentle breeze at north-weft. We were now, 
according to they^ii^dfflR’s reckoning, (which we afterward found to be true) about 
fixty leagues frd^|fed.^&he air was richly feented with the fragrance of the pine- 

t,.| v a. We Oft' S';i®any (loops, from whence we imagined that we were near 
the coift. The vJL wsg||ft-by-nurth. 

Julv i). ^bout§yyjM morning we caught fome green fifli: upon this we found¬ 
ed, and found e^Hv 1 water. At ten we difeovered land, which proved to 
be Cape Charlcsl ‘hrec hours afterward failed through the capes into 

Chcfapeak Bay. took his leave to go upon a cruifc; and at eight in 

the evening we cai|^S^^HP r * n York river, after a tedious and difagreeable voy- 


S skc with a (loop bound from Antigua to London. She acquainted 
^the agreeable news of His Majeftv’s forces at Guadaloupe having 
Sand under fubjedion to the Britilh government. 1 he wind ftill 


July 4 ‘ We < 
the coaft. ft he wfikj 
July 5. Aboutjffl 
ed, and found < 
be Cape Charles! J 
Chcfapeak Bay. ||| 
' the evening we ca ®|j 
age of aimeJf ten vM- 
The next tnorniim 
went to WilfznnftjuH 
through fomc of tffl 
view of the rivtr andjj 


* The tobacco grwing 
larly that which is raiid Uj 
flavour excclhiig all ottrs. 
iti fucii highett imat ion,that 
his same ■, and it is froi th 



lircd a chaifc at York, a fmall inconliderable town, I 
ivelve miles diftant. The road is exceedingly pleafant, 
jbacco plantations * in North America, with a beautiful 
jg£eat extent. 

Williamlburg 


tr, is efteemed fuprrior to any other in North America ; particu* 
jus belonging to Colonel Edward Diggs, which is faid to have a 
Ji of one plantation, didinguiihi'd from the reft, the tobacco is 
puts upon every hogfliead in which it is packed, the initials of 
E, D. tobacco, and fells for a proportionably higher price. 
f Some 
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Williamfburg is the capital of Virginia: it is fituatcd between two creeks; one 
falling into James, the other into York river; and is built nearly due eaft and weft. 
The diftance of each landing-place is fomething more than a mile from the town; 
which, with the difadvantage of not being able to bring up large veffels, is the reafon 
of its not having increafed fo fall as might have been expefted. It confifts of about 
two hundred houfes, does jiot contain more than one thoufand fouls, whites and ne¬ 
groes ; and is far from being a place of any confequence. It is regularly laid out in 
parallel flreets, interfecled by others at right angles ; has a handfome fquare in thtf 
center, through which runs the principal ftrcct, one of the molt fpacious in North 
America, three quarters of a mile in length, and a{>ove a hundred feet wide. At the 
oppofite ends of this flreet are two public buildings, the college and the capital; and 
although the houfes are of wood, covered with fhinglcs *, and but indifferently built, 
ihe whole makes a handfome appearance. There are few public edifices that deferve • 
to be taken notice of; tliofe, which I have mentioned, are the principal; and they 
are far from being magnificent. The governor’s palace is tolerably good, one of the 
beft upon the continent ; but the church, the prilbn, and the other buildings, are all 
of them extremely indifferent. The ftreets are not paved, and are confequcntly very 
dully, the foil hereabout confifting chiefly of land : however, the fituation of Williamf¬ 
burg has one advantage, which few or no places in thefe lower parts have; that of 
being free from mufquitoes.' Upon the whole, it is an agreeable refidence; there 
are ten or twelve gentlemen’s families conftantly refiding in it, befides merchants and 
traddinen ; and at the times of the alfemblies, and general courts, it is crowded with 
the gentry of the country : on thofc occafions there are balls and other ainufements; 
but as foon as the bufinefs is finiflied, they return to their plantations; and the town is 
in a manner defer ted I. 

The fituation of Virginia (according to Evans’s map) is between the 36th and 40th 
degree of north latitude, and about 76 degrees weft longitude from London J. It is 
bounded on the north by the river Potowmac, on the eaft by the Atlantic Ocean, by 
Carolina on the fouth, and, to include only what is inhabited, by the great Alleghenny 
on the weft. 


Some time ago. Colonel Diggs having a traft of land, feemingly of the fame quality, and under the fame 
expofuie and at'pedt as t ie plantation producing the ii. D. tobacco, from which it was feparated only by 
a lmall fill of water, he directed it to be planted ; and as the produce was apparently iimilar in quality, 
colour, flavour, anti every other particular, he thought himfclf warranted to delineate E. D. upon the 
lioirflu-ads in which it w?as packed. Accordingly, it was fent to market with this recommendatory mark or , 
token. 15 .it fome time after, lie received a letter from his faeior or merchant in London, informing him 
that his inlpeitor or agent had been guilty of fome great overfight or error, as the tobacco contained in 
certain calks, which he fpccificd, though marked with E. 1>., was of a different and very inferior quality to 
that commodity ; and that if the fame fault fliould be again committed, it would ruin the reputation and fale 
of the E. D. tobacco. It is to be obferved, that the foil or mould had been carefully analifed and examined 
previous to its being planted; and that not the fmallell difference could be perceived •between that of the 
old ami new plantation. The experiment, it will ealily be believed, was not repeated. 

n Thefe-are formed in the fliape of tiles, and are generally made of white cedar or of eyprefs. 

-}- Since the revolution, the teat of government has been removed to Richmond, a town fituatcd juft 
below the falls of James river. 

t Mr. Elieling. of Hamburgh, in a note to the German tranflation of,this work, fays, “ Virginia it 
fituatcd between 37 and 40 degrees of north latitude, and extends from 77 to 81 degrees weft longitude 
from London but I believe lie is millaken, for the lateit and beft maps generally agree with Mr. Evans 
in regard to the fituation he has given to this country ; at leaft, they approximate nearer to the account 
here Etvwt than to that of Mr, Ebcling. 

4x2 Th<? 
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The climate is extremely fine, though fubjeCt to violent heats in the fummer: Faren* 
heit’s thermometer being generally for three months from 85 to 95 degrees high. 
The other feafons, however, make ample amends for this inconvenience: for the 
autumns and fprings are* delightful; and the winters are fo mild and ferene (though 
there are now and then exccflively cold days) as fcarcely to require a fire. The only 
complaint that a perfon can realbnably make, is, of the very fudden changes to which 
the weather is liable; for this being entirely regulated by the winds, is exceedingly 
--variable. Southerly winds are productive of heat, northerly of cold, and eafterly of 
rain ; whence it is no uncommon thing for the thermometer to fall many degrees in a 
very few hours ; and, after a warm day, to have fuch fevere cold, as to freeze over 
a river a mile broad in one night’s time *. In fummer there are frequent and violent 
gufis, with ihtmder and lightning; but as the country is very thinly inhabited, and 
. moft of the gentry have electrical rods to their houfes, they are not attended with many 
fatal accidents. Now and then, indeed, fume of the negroes lofe their lives ; and it is 
not uncommon in the woods, to fee trees torn and riven to pieces by tlp'ir fury and 
violence. A remarkable circumftance happened foine years ago at York, which is 
well attefted : a perfon Handing at his door during a thunder gull, was unfortunately 
killed ; there was an intermediate tree at fotne difiance, which was flruck at the fame 
time; and when they came to examine the body, they found the tree delineated upon 
it in miniature. Fart of the body was livid, but that which was covered by the tree 
was of its natural colour t- . 

I believe no country has more certainly proved the efficacy of electrical rods, than 
this : before the difeovery of them, thefe gufis were frequently productive of melan¬ 
choly con fequenccs ; but nowit is rare to hear of fuch infiances. It is obfervable that 
no houfe was ever firuck, where they werc-fixed ; and although it has frequently hap¬ 
pened that the rods themfelves have been melted, or broken to pieces, and the houfes 
i'corched or difcoloured along the fidcs of them, which maniiefted that they had re¬ 
ceived the firokc, but that the quantity of lightning was too great to be carried off by 
the conductor, yet never has any misfortune happened ; fuch a direction having been 
given to the lightning, as to prevent any danger or ill confcquence. Thefe circtun- 
fiances, one would imagine, iliould induce every perfon to get Over thofe prejudices 

hich many have entertained ; and to confider the neglect, rather than the ufc, of them 
as criminal, fince they feem to be means put into our hands by Providence, for our 
faFety and protection. 

'file foil of Virginia is in general good. There are barrens where the, lands produce 
nothing but pine-trees; but taking the whole tract together, it is. certainly fertile. 
The low grounds upon the rivers and creeks are exceedingly rich, being loaip inter¬ 
mingled with limcl: and the higher you go up into the country, towards the mountains, 
the value ol the land incrcuils ; for it grows more ftrong, and confifls of a deeper 
clay. 

Virginia, in its natural Hate, produces great quantities of fruits and medicinal plants, 
with trees and flowers of infinitely various kinds. Tobacco and Indian corn a*c the 
original produce of the country ; like wife the pigeon-berry, and rattle-fnake-root fo 

* On the U>lh of December, 1759. being upon a vifit to Cotoucl Wafhington, at Mount-Vernon, 
upon ilic river Polo* mac, where the river is two mites bionl, I was greatly furprifed to timl it entirely 
froze 11 over in'the fpace of one night, when the preceding day had been inil<I and temperate. 

f 1 have related this circumHanee upon (he authority of the- honourable John Blair, Prefident of the 
Cminbl ol 1 itgiuia, who mentioned it as a well known fait; but it appears lo improbable and unphilw- 
ferphical, that 1 do not pledge- myfe-lf for the truth of it. 

efteemed 
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efteeraed in all ulcerous and plcuritica! complaints: grapes, lira wherries, hiccory 
nuts, mulberries, chefnuts, and feveral other fruits, grow wild and fpnntaneoufly. 

Bcfides trees and flowers of an ordinary nature, the woods produce myrtles, cedars, 
cypreffes, fugar-trees, firs of different forts, and no lefs than fevun or eight kinds of 
oak; they are likewife adorned and-beautified with red-flowering maples, fa.Tafras- 
trees, dog-woods, acacias, red-buds, fcarlet-flowering chefnuts, fringe-trees, flowering 
poplars, umbrellas, magnolias, yellow j.ifamines, chamtedaphnes, pacoons, atamufeo- 
lilies, May-apples, and innumerable other forts; fo that one may reafouably ail'erl thJt * 
no country ever appeared with greater elegance or beauty. 

Not to notice too the almoft numherlefs creaks and rivulets which every where 
abound, it is watered by four large rivers of fueh fate navigation, and fuih noble and 
majcltic appearance, as cannot be exceeded, perhaps, in the whole known world. 

"Janies river, which was formerly called Powhatan, from its having been the feat of- 
that emperor, is feven miles broad at the mouth, navigable to the falls (above 150 
miles) for veffels of large burden, and thence to the mountains for finall craft and 
canoes. 

The falls are in length about fix or feven miles : they confid of innumerable breaks 
of water, owing to the obi tr action of the current by an infinite number of rocks, which 
are feattered over the bed of the river; and form a tnofl picturcfquc and beautiful 
cafcade. 


The honourable Colonel Byrd has a fnydl place called Belvedere, upon a hill at fhc 
lower end of thefe falls, as romantic and elegant as any thing 1 have ever fe :n. It is 
fituated very high, and commands a fine prolpect of the river, which is half a mile 
broad, forming cataracts in the manner above deferibed ; there are feveral little illauds 
lcattered ciirclefsly about, very rocky, and covered with trees ; and two or three vil¬ 
lages * in view at a finall diltance. Overall thefe vou Jifcovcr a prodigious extent of 
wildernefs, and the river winding majeitically along through rlie uiidll oi it. 

York river, for about forty miles, to a called Wed Point, is confined in one 


channel about two miles broad: it Hows in a 
and that an inconfulerable one, during the 


very direct courfe. making but one angle, 
whole way. At Welt Point it forks, and 


divides itfelf into two branches 


the ibuthward called Patmmky ; the northward Mat- 


taj'/ony : each of thefe branches, including the windings and meanders of the river, is 
navigable feventy or eighty miles, and a conlkicrable way of this lpace for large 


fhips. 

'fhe Rappafyannoc is navigable to the falls, which are a mile above Vredericfburg, 
and about 1 to from the bay. Vefiels of large burden may come up to this place;. 


and fintjll craft and canoes may be carried up much higher. 

The Potowmac is one of the lineft rivers in North America : it is | ten miles broad 


at the mouth, navigable above 200 miles, to Alexandria, for men of war; and, 
allowing for a few carrying places, lbr canoes above 200 farther, to the very branches 
of the Ohio. Colonel Bouquet, a Swils gentleman in the Royal ‘Americans, came 
down* this autumn from Port Cumberland J to Shenriulo with very little diificulty ; 


* Among!) the rdl, Richmond, the pr< (Int tbit of gcn-iMtit. 

y The i\iloivmac, according to ’‘-'if. J-, fun Ion, ’s only h.-vru ami a halt miles hroad at its mouth, and 
pel haps his account may he founded upon belter authority than my o.vn. I had no opportunity of 
afet Training the faft, and the llatcmeut whicli I h ive nude reiU entirely upon the credibility of thole 
Virtriiii.ni gentlemen, who favoured me with the iulonnauo 1, and who, 1 am perfuaded, did not inten- 
tion.Jly 1111 Ilea l tue; though it is pofllblc tlu-y might be inidakcn. 

> 'Pile' diitanr.c from Fort Combcrhiid to di-nando is above too miles ; from Shc.iando to the great 
falls about 6o ; atul from the gteat falls to Alexandra about 17 or iB. 

whence 
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whence to the ^reat falls, I have been told, a navigation might eafily be effe&ed : fo 
that this river i'eems to promife to be of as great confequence as any in North 
America. 

In all thefe rivers the title flows as far as the falls, and at Alexandria it rifes between 
two and three feet. They difeharge themfelves into Chefapeak Bay, one of the fined 
in the world, which runs a great way up the country into Maryland ; is from ten to 
twenty miles broad ; navigable near a hundred leagues for veffels of almod any burden; 
■ and receives into its bolbtn at ieaft twenty great rivers. 

Thefe waters are ftored with incredible quantities of fifh, fuch as fheeps-heads, rock- 
fifh, drums, white pearch, herrings,, oyftcrs, crabs, and feveral other forts. Sturgeon 
and fhad are*in fuch prodigious numbers, that one day, within the fpace of two miles 
only, fome gentlemen in canoes, caught above 600 of the former with hooks, which 
. they let down to the bottom, and drew up at a venture? when they perceived them to 
rub againft a fifli ; and of the latter above 5,000 have been caught at one fingle haul 
of the feine. 

In the mountains there are very rich veins of ore ; fome mines having been already 
opened which turn to great account; particularly Spotfwood’s iron mines upon the 
Rappahannoc, out of which they fmelt annually above fix hundred ton : and one of 
copper upon the Roanoke, belonging to Colonel Chifwcll. This lad mentioned gen¬ 
tleman is alfo going to try for lead upon fome hunting grounds belonging to the 
Indians, towards New River, and the Grgen Briar; where, it is faid, there is fine 
ore, and in great plenty, lying above ground. Some coal mines have alfo been opened 
upon James river near the falls, which are likely to anfwer very well. 

The foreds abound with plenty of game of various kinds ; hares, turkies, pheafants, 
woodcocks, and partridges, are in the greased abundance. In the marflies are found 
forufes, a particular fpecics of bird, more exquilitely delicious than the ortolan ; 
fnipcs alfo, and ducks of various kinds. The American {hell-drake and blue-wing 
exceed all of the duck kind whatfoever ; and thefe are in prodigious numbers. In the 
woods there are variety of birds remarkable both for tinging and for beauty ; of 
which are the mocking-bird, the red-bird or nightingale, the blue-bird, the yellow- 
bird, the humming-bird % the Baltimore bird, the fummer-duck, die turtle, and 
feveral other forts. 

Infects and reptiles are almoft innumerable. The variety of butterflies is not greater 
than is that of the rich and vivid colours with which each particular fpecics is dittin- 
guifhed and beautified ; and fuch is the number and appearance of the firg-fiics, that on 
a fummer’s evening the whole air feetns to glow and to be enlightened by them. Se¬ 
veral fnakes of this country art? harmlefs and beautiful ; fuch as the black Inajve, the 
vvatnpuin-fnake, die bcad-fnake, the gartcr-fnakc, and foine others ; but the rattle- 
fnake and vipers arc exceedingly venomous and deadly. There are two curious fpecies 
of frogs here: one is called the bull-frog, which is prodigioufly large, and makes fo 
loud a noife, that* it may be beard at a great diftance ; the other is a fmall green frog, 
which fits upon the boughs of trees, and is found in almoit every garden. • 

• The humming-bird is the fmallcfl and molt beautiful of all the feathered race : its colours are green, 
crimfon, and gold : it lives chiefly by faction upon the fweets and effcnccs of flowers ; and nothing can 
be more curious than to obferve'nurubers of them in gardens, where there arc honey fuekles or trumpet- 
flowers, flying 1 'from flower to flower, putting their (lender bills into every one, and fucking out the 
fweeted juices. The motion of their wings is incredibly fwift, and produces a humming uoife, not unlike 
that o*y a large hunibk bee. They are frequently kept in cages, but fcldom live longer than two months. 
The food which is given them, is either honey or fttgar, mixed with water. Repeated attempts have 
been made to fend them alive to England, but always without fuccefs. 

5 Of 
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Of quadrupeds there are are various kinds; fquirrels of four or five different fpecies *; 
©poffums, racoons, foxes, beavers, and deer; and in the dcfcrts knd uninhabited 
parts, wolves, bears, panthers, elks or moofe deer, buffaloes, mountain cats, and 
various other forts. Such are in general the natural productions of this country. 

Viewed and confidered as a fetrlement, Virginia is far from being arrived at that 
perfection of which it is capable. Not a tenth of the land is yet cultivated : and that 
which is cultivated, is far from being fo in the mod advantageous manner. It pro¬ 
duces, however, confiderablc quantities of grain and cattle, and fruit of many kinds. • 
The Virginian pork is laid to be fuperior in flavour to any in the world ; but the fheep 
and horned cattle being final! and lean, the meat of them is inferior to that of Great 
Britain, or indeed, of moft parts of Europe. The horfes arc fleet and boautiful; and 
the gentlemen of Virginia, who are exceedingly fond of horfe-racing, have fpared no 
expence or trouble to improve the breed of them by importing great numbers from. 
England. 

The fruits introduced here from Europe fucceed extremely well; particularly 
peaches, which have a very fine flavour, and grow in fucii plenty as to lerve to feed 
the hogs in the autumn of the year. Their bloffoms in the fpring make a beautiful 
appearance throughout the country. 

Virginia is divided into fifty-two counties, and feventy-feven parifhes, and by aft of 
affembiy there ought to be forty-four towns [ ; bur one half of thefe have not more 
than five houfes ; ami the other half are little belter than inconfiderable villages. This 
is owing to the cheapnefs of land, and the commodioulhefs of navigation : for every 
perfon may with cafe procure a linall plantation, can fhip his tobacco at his own door, 
and live independent. When the colony fhall come to be more thickly feated, and 
land grow dear, people will be obliged to follow trades and manufactures, which will 
neceflarily make towns and large cities; but this feems remote, and not likely to happen 
for fome centuries. 

The inhabitants are fuppofed to be in number between two and three hundred 
thoufand. There are a hundred and five thoufand tythcables, under which denomina¬ 
tion are included ail white males from fixfeen to fixty ; and all negroes whatfoever 
within the lame age. The former are obliged to ferve in the militia, and amount 
to forty thoufand. 

The trade of this colony is large and extenfivc. Tobacco is the principal article of 
it. Of this they export annually between fifty and fixty thoufand hogflieads, each 
hogfhead weighing eight hundred or a thoufand weight: fome years they export much 
more j. They fhip alfo for the Madeiras, the Streights, and the Weft-Indies, fevcral 
articles, fach as grain, pork, lumber, and cyder: to Great Britain, bar-iron, indigo*, 
and a fmall quantity of ginfeng, though of an inferior quality ; and they clear out one 
year with another about ton of Hupping. 

* Of the fevcral fpecies of fqufricls, the gtound and flying-fqoirrels are much the fmalleft and mod 
beautiful. The former arc of a dutky orange hue, tlreakcd with black ; the latter grey «r afli-coloured, 
and elegantly formed. Thefe have a fpreadiug or fan-tail, arid two membranes adhering to their fides ; 
which, when they fpring or leap from a tree, they expand, and are thereby enabled to fly through a con- 
fide ruble fpace. The former are of a very wild nature 5 hut thefe may be cafdy, and are frequently 
tamed.—There is a fpecies of pole-cat in this part of America, which is commonly called a fkunk. Thi:; 
animal, when pitrfued, or aflailed by its enemy, ejects its urine ; which emits fuch a fetid and infupportahlc 
ftench, as almolt to itifle and fuflbeate whatever is within the reach of it. * 

•j- Thefe numbers have been fmeegreatly increafed. 

. t In the year 1758, it is fa id that feveuty thoufand hoglheads were exported. * 

Their 
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Their manufactures arc very inconfiderable. They make a kind of cotton-cloth, 
with which they clothe themfelves in common, and call after the name of their country j 
and fome inconfiderable quantities of linen, hofe, and other triSing articles; but 
nothing to deferve attention. 

1 he government is a royal one: the legiflature confiding of a governor appointed 
by the king; a council of twelve perfons, under the fame nomination ; and a houfe of 
burgefles, or reprefentatives, of a hundred and eight or ten members, ele&ed by the 
people ; two for each county, and one for each of the following places, viz. the Col¬ 
lege of William and Mary, James-town, Norfolk-borough, and Williamfburg. Each 
branch has a negative. All laws, jn order to be permanent, muft have the King's 
approbation ;‘nor may any be cna&ed, which are repugnant to the laws of Great Britain. 

I he courts of judicature arc cither county, or general courts. The county courts 
are held monthly in each county, at a place afligned for that purpofe, by the juftices 
thereof; four of them making a quorum. They are appointed by the governor, and 
take cognizance of all caufes at common law, or in chancery, within their refpeftive 
counties, except criminal ones, punifhable with lofs of life, or member. This power 
they are not permitted to cxcrcifc except over negroes and {laves, and then not without 
a fpccial commifiion from the governor for each particular purpolc *. The general 
court is held twice a year at Williamfburg. It confifls of the governor and council, 
any five of which make a court. They hear and determine all caufes whatfoever, 
eccfcfiaftical or civil, and fit four-and-twenty days: the firfh five of thefe are for hearing 
and determining luits in chancery, appeals from the decrees of the county or inferior 
courts in chancery ; and writs of fuperfedeas to fuch decrees. The other days are for 
trying fuitsor profecutions in behalf of the King; and all other matters depending in 
the faid court: appeals are allowed to the King in council, in cafes of 500I. fterling 
value. The governor has a power of pardoning criminals in all cafes, except of treafon 
or murder : and then he can only reprieve till he knows the King’s plcafure. 

1 he eftablifhed religion is that of the church of England ; and there are very few 
Diflenters of any denomination in this province. There are at prefent between fixty 
and feventy clergymen : men in general of fober and exemplary lives. They have 
each a glebe of two or three hundred acres of land, a houfe, and a falary eftablifhed 
bf Jaw of 16,000 weight of tobacco, with an allowance of 1,700 more for fhrinkage. 
lhis is delivered to them in hogfheads ready packed for exportation, at the moft 
convenient warehoufe. The prefentation of livings is in the hands of the veftry; 
which is a ftanding body of twelve members, inverted with the foie • power of raifing 
levies, fettling the repairs of the church, and regulating other parochial bufinefs. 

1 hey were originally elefled ,by the people of the feveral parifhes ; but now §11 up 


v 

* it may be that they fhoiild have fuch a power, even in this cafe, I will not pretend 

to fay ; but the law which transfers it to them feems fo inconfiltcnt with the natural rights of mankind, 
that I cannot but in pijy to humanity recite it. 

Every flave committing any offence, by law punifhablc by death, or lofs of member, fliall be com¬ 
mittee* to the county gaol, and the flieriff of the county (hall forthwith certify fuch commitment,.with 
the catife thereof to the governor, or commander in chief, who may iii’iie a commilfion of oyer and terminer 
to fuch perfons as he fliall think fit, which perfons, forthwith after the receipt of fuch commiflion, ihall 
eaufe the offender to be publicly arraigned and tried at the court-houfe of the faid county, and take for 
evidence the confefiion of the offender, the oath of one or more credible-wituefles, or fuch teftimony of 
negroes, mujattoes, or Indians, bond or free, with pregnant circnmltanccs as to them Ihall feem convincing, 
wtlboutthe Jolcmnity of a jury, and the offender being found guilty, fliall pafs fuch judgment upon him or 
her as she law diredts for the like crimes, and on fuch judgment award execution.*' 

Mercer s Abridgment of the Virginian Laws, p.3 42. ' . * ■ 

? vacancies 
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vacancies themfelves. If th.c vdlry does not prefent to* living in lefs than twelve months, 
it lapfes to the governor. The dioccfan is the bilhop of London ; vvIjo has a power of 
appointing a commiffary to prefide over, and convene the clergy on particular occa- 
fions ; and to cenfure, or even fufpend them, in cafes of juried or immorality. His 
falary is tool, fterling per annum ; and he is generally of the council, which is of 
equal emolument to him *. 

An unhappy difagreemeiit has lately arifen between the clergy and the laity, which, 
it is to be feared, may be of ferious conl'equence. The caufe of it was this. Tol>a<*» 
being extremely fcarcc from a general failure of the crop, the affembly palled an aft 
to oblige the clergy and all public officers to receive their (lipends in money in!lead of 
tobacco. This the clergy remonftrated againlt, alledging the hardfhip of lysing obliged 
to take a fmall price for their tobacco, when it bore an extravagant one ; feting they 
never had any kind of contpenfalion allowed, when it was fo plentiful as to be almoft. 
a drug. They lent over an agent to England, and the law was repealed. This greatly 
exafperated the people and hu h is their mutual animofity at this time, that 1 fear 
it will not eaiily luhiide, or be forgotten. 

With regard to the law in quclUon, it was certainly a very hard one; and I doubt 
whether, upon principles of free government, it, can be jultified ; or whether the af- 
fcmbly can legally interpoffi any farther, than in cafes of neceffity, to oblige the clergy 
to receive their fabrics in rnbney inltead of tobacco, at the current price of tobacco. 
They may, 1 am perfuaded, in cafes of exigency, always make, and might then have 
made, fuch a law, without any conliderable detriment to the colony ; for fuppofing 
the price of tobacco to be what it was at that time, about fifty (hillings currency per 
hundred, what would the whole furn be, were tke clergy to be paid ad valorem ? Not 
eo,oool. fterling. There are in Virginia, as 1 obferved before, about fixty-five clergy¬ 
men : each of thefe is allowed 16,00c weight of tobacco ; which, at the rate of fifty 
(hillings currency per hundred, amounts to 400I.; 400I. multiplied by 65, is equal to 
26,000 ; which, allowing 40 per cent, difeount, the difference of exchange is about 
18,57 ll. fterling. Now what is this futn to fuch a colony as Virginia? But to this it 
will be faid, perhaps, why Ihould the clergy be gainers in a time of public diftrefs, 
when every one die is a fullerer ? The clergy will doubtlefs reply, and why (hould 
the clergy be the only fufferc-rs in plentiful feafons, when all but themlelves are gain¬ 
ers ? However, as on the one hand 1 difapprove of the proceedings of the affembiy in 
this aflair; fo, on the other, I cannot approve of the fteps which were taken by the 
clergy : that violence of temper ; that difrefpeftful behaviour towards the governor ; 
that unworthy treatment of their commiffary ; anti, to mention nothing elfe, thai: con- 
fulion of proceeding in the convention, of winch fome^ though not the majority, as* 
has been iiivioioully reprefeuted, were guilty; tlide things were furely unbecoming 
the facred character they are invdlxd with ; and the moderation of thole perfous,who 
ought in all things to imitate the conduct of their divine Matter. IF, inftead of (lying 
out in invectives againlt the legifkuure ; of accufing the governor of having given up 
the caufe of religion by puffing the bill; when, in faft, had he rejected it, he would 
never have been able to have got any Cupp lies during the comic of the war, though 
ever fo much wanted ; if, inltead of charging the commiffary with want of zeal for 
having exhorted them to moderate meafures, they had followed the prudent counfels 

• The commiflery is commonly prclident of the college, and lias the Parith of Williamfbui ft;, or feme 
other lucrative parifh, which render him about 350I. a year: fo that his annual income is letweci 50- 
and 6 ocA. 
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of that excellent man, and had afted with more temper and moderation, they might, 

I am perfuadedo in a very fhort time, have obtained any redrefs they could reafonably 
have defired. The people in general were extremely well afFe£ted tojvards the clergy, 
and had exprcffed their regard for them in feveral inftances ; thejrfenfible, more¬ 
over, that their falaries were too fcanty to fupport them with dlgrtit)^., and there had 
been fome talk about railing them : had the clergy therefore, before thny applied to 
England, only offered a memorial to the aflembly, letting‘forth that they thought the 
extremely hard upon them, as their falaries were fmall; and that they hoped the 
aflembly would take their cafe into confideration, and enable them to live with that 
decency which became their charaftcr ; I am perfuaded, from the knowledge which 
I have of the people in general, find from repeated converfations with feveral members 
of the aflembly, that they might have obtained alinoft any thing they could have 
wilhed ; if not, they undoubtedly would have had reafon to appeal. But, inftead of 
’ this, without applying to the aflembly for relief, after the aft was palled, (for before, 
indeed, fome of them did apply to the fpeaker in private) they flew out into the moft 
violent inveftives, immediately fent over an agent to England, and appealed to llis Ma- 
jefty in council. The rcfult has been already related. 

The progrels of arts and fciences in this colony has been very inconfiderable : the 
college of William and Mary is the only public place of education, and this has by no 
means anfwered the defign of its inllitution. It has a foundation for a prefident and. 
fix profeflfors. The bufinefs of the prefident is to fuperintend the whole, and to read 
four theological leftures annually. He has a handfome houle to live in, and 200I. 
fterling per annum. The profeflbr of the Indian fchool has Col. fterling, and a houfe 
alfo; his bufinefs is to inftruft the Indians in reading, writing, and the principles of 
the Chriftian religion: this pious inftitutioi} was fet ,on foot and promoted by the ex¬ 
cellent Mr. Boyle. The profeflbr of humanity has the care of inftrufting the ftu- 
dents in claflical learning : he has an ulher or afliftant under him. The four other 
profeffors teach moral philofophy, metaphyfics, mathematics, and divinity. Each of 
the profeffors has apartments in the college, and a falary of about eighty pounds per 
annum The prefent chancellor of the college is the bifliop of London. 

From what has been faid of this colony, it will not be difficult to form an idea of 
ffthe charafter f of its inhabitants. The climate and external appearance of the country 
confpire to make them indolent, eafy, and good-natured ; extremely fond of fuciety, 
and much given to convivial pleafures. In confequcncc of this, they feldom fhow any 
fpirit of enterprize, or expofe themfelves willingly to fatigue. Their authority over 
their {laves renders them vain and imperious, and entire, ft rangers, to that elegance of 
<• fentiment, which is fo peculiarly charaftcriftic of refined and polifhed nations. Their 
ignorance of mankind and of learning, expofes them to many errors and prejudices, 
efpecially in regard to Indians and negroes, whom they fcarcely confider as of the 

* They have finae been raifed, I believe, to 1 col. 

f General chara&ers ate always liable to many exceptions. In Virginia, I have had the plepfure to 
know feveral gentlemen adorned with many virtues and accompliiliments, to whom the following defer ip- 
tion is by no means applicable. Amongft others, I cannot refill the inclination of mentioning George 
Wyth Efquire, who, to a perfeft knowledge of the Greek language, which was taught him by hi* 
mother in the back woods, and of the ancient, particularly the Platonic philofophy, had joined fuch a 
profound reverence for the Supreme Being, fuch refpeft for the divine laws, fuch jpliilanthrpphy for man¬ 
kind, fuch fimplicity of manners, and fuch inflexible reftitude and integrity of principle, as would have 
dignified a Roman fenator, even in the ntoft virtuous times of the republic.—This gentleman is, I believe, 
Aill^living. 
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human fpecies; fo that it is almofl: impoflible, in cafes of violence, or even murder, 
committed upon thofe unhappy people by any of the planters, to have*the delinquents 
brought to juftice: for dther the grand jury refufe to find the bill, or the petit jury 
bring in their verdift, not guilty » 

The difplay of a esfiarafter thus conftituted, will naturally be in afts of extravagance, 
oftentation, and a difrcgard of ceconomy; it is not extraordinary, therefore, that the 
Virginians out-run their inc&mes; and that having involved theinfelves in difficulties, 
they are Frequently tempted to raife money by bills of exchange, which they know will', 
be returned protelted, with ten per cent, intereft f. 

The public or political character of the Virginians correfponds with their private 
one: they are haughty and jealous of their libertifcs, impatient of reftraipt, and can 
fcarcely bear the thought of being controuled by any fuperior power. Many of them 
confider the colonies as independent ftates, not connected with Great Britain, otherwife 
than by having the fame common King, and being bound to her by natural affeftion. * 
1 ’here are but few of them that have a turn for bufinefs, and even thofe are by no 
means expert at it. I have known them, upon a very urgent occafion, vote the relief 
of a garrilon, without once conlidering whether the thing was practicable, when it was 
molt evidently and demonllrably otherwife J. In matters of commerce they are igno- 


* There are two laws in this col6ny, which make it almoft impoflible to convict a planter or white 
mi of the death of a negroc or Indian. By the firft it is enacted, that “ if any Have /hall die by reafon 
of any (troke or blow, given in correction by his or Iter owner, or by reafon of any accidental blow wh’at- 
foever, given by fitch owner; no perfon concerned in fuch correftion, or accidental homicide, (hall undergo 
any profeention or pimiihment for the fame ; tinjefs, upon examination bciotc the county court, it fha.ll 

be proved by the oath of ." * ’ nr " 

lieioufly, and defignedly 
guilty only of msufluugh 
Mercer’s Abridgment, p 
any court, or before any 
except upon the trial of r 
•j- By an aft of ailemb 

fuch bill is protclled for nou-accept.uice or non-payment, it carries lnteic 
rate of to percent, per annum, until the money be fully iatisfied and paid. 

A very curious anecdote relative to this law was mentioned to me at Williamlburg, of which I am 
perfuaded the reader will excufe the relation.—Au ufurer, not fatisfied with 5I. per ceut. legal intereft, rp- 
iufed to advance a fum of money to a gentleman, unlefs, byway offecurity, he would give him a bill of 
exchange that fliould be returned ptotefltd, by which he would be entitled to 10 per cent. The gentle¬ 
man, who had immediate occafion for money, drew a bill upon a capital merchant in JLondon, with whom he 
had never had any tranfaftion, or carried on the leaf! correfpondence. The merchant, on the receipt of the 
bill, obferving the naipc of the drawer, very readily honoured it, knowing the gentleman to be a perfon of 
great property, and concluding that lie meant to enter into correfpondence with him. The ufurer upoq 
I his became cut it led to only 5I. per cent. He was exceedingly cnrajjpd, therefore, at being, as he fuppofed, 
thus tricked : and complained very heavily to the gentleman ofhis having given him a good bill inilcad of 


a bad one. 

| The garrilon here alluded to, w.vi that of Fort Loudoun, in the Cherokee country, confiding of a lieu¬ 
tenant, and about fitly men. This unfortunate party being bcliegedby the Cherokee Indians, and reduced to 
the iall extremity, fent off 1 uniters to the governors of Virginia and Carolina, imploribg immediate fuccour ; 
adding, that it was impoflible for them to hold out above twenty days longer. The affembly of Virginia, 
commiferating their unhappy iituation, very readily voted a confidtrable fum for their relief. With this, 
troops were to be levied ; were to rendezvous upon the frontiers 200 miles diftant from Williamlburg j 
were afterward to proceed to the fort 200 miles farther through a wildernefs, where there was no road, 
no magazines, np polls, either to fhclter the fick, or cover a retreat in tytfe of any difafter; fo that the 
unfortunate gam’fon might as elFcftually have been fuccoured from the moon.. The authoj taking notice 
of thefe difficulties to one of the members, he frankly replied, “ Faith, it is true: but we have had an 
opportunity at haft of (bowing our loyalty.” In a few days after arrived the melancholy news, tl^it this 
unfortunate party was entirely cut off. 


4 Y 2 


rant 



burnaby’s travels in north America* 


rant of the ncceffary principles that mull prevail between a colony End the mother 
country; they think it a hardship not to have an unlimited trajjj£ to every part of the 
world. They confider the duties upon their ftaple as injurious sMjjf jr|o therafelves; 
and it is utterly iinpoffible «to perfuade them that they aft'eft the^i ffip ^ alfo. How¬ 
ever, to do them juftice, the fame fpirit of generofity prevails herl^w^^^^in their 
private character; they never refufe any neceflary fupplies for the'govern¬ 
ment when called upon, and are a generous and loyal people. ’ 

, „ The women are, generally f'peaking, handfome, though not to be our 

fair country-women in England. They have but few advantages, and cdiif^uently 
are feldom accotnpliflied } this makes them referved, and unequal to any interefting 
or refined cgnverlation. * They are‘immoderat ely fond 6f dancing, and indeed it is 
ahnolt the only amufement they partake of: but even in this they dilcover want of 
tafle and elegance, and feldom appear with that gracefulnels and cafe, which thefe 
movements are calculated to difplay. Towards the clofe of an evening, when the 
ccmpafiy are pretty well tired with country dances, it is ulual to dance jiggs; a prac¬ 
tice, originally borrowed, I am informed, from the negroes*. Thefe dances are 
without method or regularity : a gentleman and lady ftand up, and dance about the 
room, one of them retiring, the other purfuing, then perhaps meeting, in an irregular 
fantaflical manner. After fume time, another lady gets up, and then the firft lady 
muff fit down, fhe being, as they term if, cut out: the feeond lady acts the fame part 
which the firfl did, till foniebody cuts her out. 1 The gentlemen perform in the fame 


manner. The Virginian ladies, excepting thefe amufements, and now' and then going 
upon a parly of pleafure into the woods to partake of a Barbacuc j, chiefly fpend their 
time in fewing and taking care of their families : they feldom read, or endeavour to 
improve their minds; however, they are in, general good hnufewives ; and though 
they have not, I think, quite fo much tt-ndernefs and fallibility as the Englifh ladies, 
yet they make as good wives, and as good mothers, as any in the world. 

It is hard to determine, whether this colony can be called flounthing, or mot: 
becaufe, though it produces .great quantities of tobacco and grain, yet there feem to be 
very few improvements carrying on in it. Great part of Virginia is a wildemefs, and 
as many of the gentlemen are in poffeflion of immenfe trails of land, it is likely to 
continue fo. A fpirit of enterprizc is by no means the turn of the colony, and there¬ 
fore few attempts have been made to force a trade; which 1 think might eafiljgfce 
done, both to the Weft Indies and the Ohio. They have every thing ncceffary ror 
fuch an undertaking, viz. lumber, provifions, grain, and every other comtpodity, which 
the other colonies, that fubfift and grow rich by thefe means, make ufc of for exports; 
but, inflead of this, they have only a trifling communication with the Weft Indies ; 
and as to the Ohio, they have fuffered thcrnfelvcs, notwithftanding the fuperior advan- 
tages they might enjoy from having u water carriage almoft to the Yoghiogheny, to 


The author has fi*ce had an opportunity of obferving fomething tlmilar in Italy. The trefcone of 
the Tufeans is very like the jiggs of the Virginians. > 

t Mod', de Wilid, in his loench tranflatiou of thefe travels, makes the following obfervation upon the 
woid Barbacue. 

“ Cict amufement barbare confide a fouetter les pores jufqu’ a la mort, pour en rendre la chair plus 
delicate. Jo ne fache pas que lea cannibales rneme le pratiquent.” 

In juflice to the inhabitants of Virginia, I mull beg leave to obferve, that fuch a cruel and inhuman 
aft was never, to my knowledge at lcaft, praAifed in that country. A Barbacuc is nothing more than a 
perfect, killed in the ufual way, (luffed with fpices and other rich ingredients, and balled with Madcjra 
wine. It is ellcemed a very great delicacy j and is, I believe, a collly difli. 

, 4 negle£t 
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: negleft this valuable ^branch of commerce} while the induftrious Penfylvaniansfeize 
every opportunity^ /said ftruggle with innumerable difficulties, to fecui'e it to themfelves. 
The Virginians are content if they can but live but from day to day ; they confine 
themfelves a 1$ 1 entirely to the cultivation of tobacco ; afld if they have but enough 
of thp^^l^eafiinerchants in London, and to provide tor their plcafures, they are 
fatisfied*^n| ^; 0 e nothing more. Some few, indeed, have been rather more enter- 
prifing* endeavoured to improve their dlates by railing indigo, and other 

fche^«f$ot^ s ^ether it has been owing to the climate, to their inexperience- in* 
thefe chatters, or their want of perJ'everance, I am unable to determine, but their fuc- 
ccfs has not anfwered their expectations. 

The taxes of this colony are coniidcrable, and*the public* debt amougts to at leaft 
400,000!. currency ; this they have been driven into by the war, having feldom had 
lefs than a thoufand or fifteen hundred provincial troops in pay, exclufivc of the ex> 
pences of fouie forts, The ways and means employed for railing the money hjve been 
generally the fame; they have iirll made an eruiffion of fo much paper currency as 
the exigency required, and then laid a tax for finking it. This tax has been commonly 
upon lands and negroes, two (hillings for every titheable; and a fhiliing or eighteeu- 
-pcnce upon every hundred acres of land. This mode of taxation has occafioned fome 
divifions in the houfe, for the owners of large tracts being unable, perhaps, to cultivate 
a tenth part of their polleflfons, and every man’s real income nrifmg from the number 
of his negroes, have thought it very harjd to pay a tax for what they pretend is of no 
value to them ; but much better arguments may undoubtedly be urged in fupport of 
the rax than againlt it. » 

The taxes for the prefent debt are laid till the year fixty-ninc, when the whole, 
if they add nothing more to ili, will be* difeharged. The ufe of paper currency in 
this colony has entirely banilhed from it gold and filver. Indeed the intend uftion of it 
was certain in time to produce this effect; but left it fhouid not, the Virginians fell 
into a mcaiure, which completed it at once: for by an aft of affembly t'hev fixed the 
exchange between currency and fterling debts at five and twenty per cent, not con- 
iidcring that the real value of their currency could rinly be regulated by itfelf. The 
confeqnonce was, that when from frequent emiffions, the diil'crcnce of exchange 
between bills upon merchants in London and currency, was 40 per cent, the difference 
fipfeveen currency and fpecie * was only five and twenty. So that the monied men 
cofleftod all the fpecie they could, font it to Philadelphia, where it paffed for its real 
value, purcljafed bills of exchange with it there, and fold them again in Virginia with 
fifteen per cent, profit: and this they continued to do till there was not a piftole or a 
dollaK remaining. x 

During my ltay in Virginia, I made feveral excurfions into different parts of the 
country : one in particular to the great Falls of Polowinac } of which, as i expected to 
be highly entertained, I kept a journal. 

I departed from Williamlburg, Oft. 1. 1759, in company with another gentle¬ 
man f ; and we travelled that day about forty miles, *0 a plantation J in King William 

* Fixing the difference between currency atul fterling debts, was, in reality, fixing it between cur¬ 
rency ami fpecie. 

+ Col. Bernard Moure. 

j Belonging to Col. Symes. This gentleman’s lady, a very beautiful woman, was ftiicl to have juil 
attained her zill year. She was at that time the mother of ftven children, all living. The women in 
.general, in this country, arrive at maturity very early. Some are marriageable at eleven, many at Aiirtecn, 
and the geuctality at fourteen or fifteen year3 of rge. 


county j 



7 i8 


BURNABY S TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA. 


of Uamunky river, 
are the 
(temperance 
very 


county; beautifully fituated upon a high hill, on the north fi 
A little below this'place ftands the Pamunky Indian town; whi 
few remains of that large tribe ; the reft having dwindled awa f 
and difeafe. They live in little wigwams or cabins upon the rivtii 
fine traft of land of about aooo acres, which they are reftrained ! 
aft of affembly. Their employment is chiefly hunting or fifhing, for'-ffiP 
gentry. They commonly drefs like the Virginians, and I have fotnet ibjtraKen 
them "for the lower fort of that people. 1'he night I ipent here, they vy4n'f;iout 
into an adjoining marfh to catch Sorufes ; and one of them, as I was informed m the 
morning, caught near a hundred dozen. The manner of taking thefe birds is remark¬ 
able. The Sorus is not khown to be in Virginia, except, for about" fix weeks from 
the latter end of September: at that time they are found in the marfhes in prodigious 
numbers, feeding upon the wild oats. At firft they are exceedingly loan, but°in a 
fliort timp grow' fo fat, as to be unable to fly: in this ftate they lie upon the reeds, 
and the Indians go out in canoes and knock them on the head with their paddles. 
They are rather bigger than a'lark, and are delicious eating. During the time of their 
continuing in feafon, you meet with them at the tables of molt of the planters, break, 
faft, dinner, and fupper *. 

Oft. 2. We went to another plantation about twenty-four miles diftant, belonging 
to a private gentleman t, upon Mattapony river. We {laid there all that and the next 
day on account of rain. 

Oft. 4. We travelled twenty-five miles to another gentleman’s + houfe ; and from 
thence, the day following, about twenty-five miles farther, to a town called 
Fredericfburg. 

Frcderidburg is fituated about a mile below the Falls of Rappahannoc : it' is mm- 
larly laid out, as mpft of the towns in Virginia are, in parallel ftreets. Part of it’ is 
built upon an eminence, and commands a delightful profpeft ; the reft upon the edge 
of the water for the convenience of warehoufes. The town was begun about thirty- 
two years ago, for the fake of carrying on a trade with the back-fettlers; and is at prefen t 
by far the moft flourifhing one in thefe parts. 

We left Fredericfburg the 6th inftant, and went to fee the Falls. At this place is a 
fmall mercantile town called Falmouth, whofe inhabitants are endeavouring to rival 
Fredericfburghers in their Trade. It is built upon the north fide of the river, and con 
of eighteen or twenty houfes. 

The Falls of Rappahannoc arc fimilar to thofe of James river, except that they are 
not upon fo large a fcalc. The whole range fcarcely exceeds half «a mile, and the 
breadth not a hundred yards. /i\t the time of our going to fee them, there was a 
frefh in the river, which added very much to their beauty. The centre of view was 
an ifland of about aft hundred acres covered with trees; this divided the river into 
two branches, in each of which, at regular diflanccs of fifteen or twenty yards, was a 
chain of fix or fevtSi falls, one above another, the leaf! of them a foot perpendicular. 
The margin was beautifully variegated with rocks and trees, and the whole formed a 
pleafing romantic feene. 

• In fiveral parts of Virginia l^e antient euftoir. of rating meat,at breakfaftftill continues. At the 
top oi the table, whew the lady of the houfe prcfules, there ia conftantly tea and coffee; hut. the red of 
th? tabic ia garmihed with roafted fowls, hain, venifon, game, and other dainties. Even at William/burg, 
it is thccuftom to have a plate of cold ham upon the table; and there is fcarcely a Virginian lady who 
breakfaifts without it. 6 7 

I Major Henry Gaines. , J Col. Bailors. 
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At this place we met with a perfon who informed us of his having been a few days 
before, a fpe^ttpiTiwf that extraordinary phenomenon in nature, the fafeinating power 
of the rattle fndee. He obferved one lying coiled near a tree, looking diredtly at a 
bird which hid fettled there. The bird was under great agitation, uttered the moft 
dolefo^crieSj hopped from fpray to fpray, and at length flew dire&ly down to the fnake, 
which’opened its mouth and fwallowcd it. 

From hence we afcemled' up the river, about fifteen ,miles, to Spotfwood’s iron- 
mines ; anh in our way had a fine view of the Apalachian mountains, or Blue IJidgp* 
at the diftance of feventy miles. At this place I was much affe&cd by the following 
incident:—A gentleman in our company, which was now increafed, had a fmall negro 
boy with him, about fourteen years of age, that had lived with him in a remote part 
of the country fotne time as a fervant; an old woman who was working in the mines, 
and who proved to be the boy’s grandmother, accidentally call her eyes on him; fhe 
viewed him with great attention for fotne time ; then fereamed out, faying that it was 
her child, and filing hcrfelf down upon the ground. She lay there feme fecdhds; rofe 
up, looked on him again in an extafy of joy, and fell upon his neck and killed him. 
After this, Ihe retired a few paces, examined him afrefli with fixed attention, and ' 
immediately iccmcd to lofe hcrfelf in thoughtful and profound melancholy. The boy 
all this while Hood filent and motionlefs; reclining his head on one fide, pale and 
affected beyond defeription: it would not have been in the power of painting to 
exhibit a finer picture of diftrefs. # „ 

We returned from this place the next day to Fredoridburg; and ferrying over the 
Rappahannoc into the Northern Neck, travelled about feventeen miles to a gentleman’s 
houfe in Stafford county : in the morning we proceeded through Dumfries, and over 
Occoqdan river to Colchcfter, about twenty-one miles. 

Thefe are two fmall towns lately built for the fake of the back trade ; the former * 
on the Ouantico, the other upon Occoquan river, both of which fall into the Potovtr- 
mac. About two miles above Colehefter there is an iron furnace, a forge, two faw- 
mills, and a bolting-mill: at our return we had an opportunity of vifuing them: they 
have every convenience 1 of wood and water, that can be vvilhed for. The ore wrought 
here is brought from Maryland; not that there is any doubt of there being plenty 
enough in the adjacent hills ; but the inhabitants are dil'couragcd from trying for it by 
proprietor’s (viz. Lord Fairfax) having referred to himfelf a third of all ore that 


the 


iiay be difeovered in the Northern Neckf. 


From 


• In tlie preceding editions of this boot, Dumfries is menribned as filtrated upon Acqttiu Creek u but 
this'is certainly erroneous, for all tbe maps difuibe it as lBuatcd upon the Quantico. The error 
wobably arofe from the author’s having puffed the Acquia, the .Quantico and the Occoquan, river* 
i'll the fame day ; and bis want of perfect and colleif recollection, when he wrote hrs journal in the 

CV +n An occurrcncc happened t 0 me in the courfe of this day’s travelling, which, though it made a con- 
fiderable imprefiion upon me at the time, 1 Ihould not have thought of fufficierit moment to be recorded, 
had not the intelh&iud powers of the African Negroes beer frequently, of late, made the fubjedt of con- 
verfation, both by the friends and the oppofet* of the emancipation of that unhappy race. In palling 
cither Acquia, Quantico, or Occoquan rivers, I do not recoiled which, I was rowed by an old grey-headed 
Kegro; who kerned quite exhautlcd and worn down by age and infirmity. I inquired into his fituation, 
and received,for anfwcr, that lie had been a Have from his youth, anddiad continued to work for his mailer 
till age had rendered him unlit for fcrvicc; that his matter had then kindly given hit# a fmall piece of 
ground, and the profits of the ferry, which were indeed very irrconfiderable, for his maintenance: arid that, 
with dtefe means of fubfiftcnce he awaited the hour when it might pleafe God to call him to another life. 

I obferved 
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mac aove and below the town, is not more than a mile broad, but it here op «$ into a 
large circular /bay, of at leaft twice that diameter. 

The town is built upon an arc of this bay; at one extremity of which is a wharf, 
at the other a deck for building fln'ps; with water fufficiefttly deep to launch a veffel of 
any rate or m&gnitude. 

The next,day we returned to Colonel Walhington’s, and in a few days afterward to 
Williamfburg. 

The time of my refidence in this colony was ten months, and I received fomahy 
alliances of frieniilhip and good-nature, that not to acknowledge them would be an 
adt of ingratitude. It would not be eafy to t mention particular inftances, without 
being guilty of iiijufb'ce by omitting others: but, in general, I can truly affirm, that I 
took leave of this hofpitable people with regret, and (hall ever remember them with 
gratitude and atFedion. 

May 26, 1760. Having procured three horfes, for myfelf, fervant, and baggage, 

1 departed from Williamlburg, and travelled that night to Eltham * j twenty-five 
miles. 

May 27. 1 ferried over Pamunky river at Danfies, and went to Todds ordinary upon 

Mattopony, or the northern branch of York river ; thirty-two miles/ 

May 28. I went to a plantation in Caroline county f ; twenty-feven miles. 

May 29. To Fredoricifburg; twenty-five miles. 

As I was travelling this day, I obfer.ved a large black fnake, about fix feet’Iong, 
i ing crofs the (tump of a tree by the road fide. I touched it with my fwitch feveral 
times before it ilirred ; at laft it darted with incredible fwiftnefs into the woods. On 
looking into the hole where it had fixed its head, I obferved a finall bead-fnake about 
two feet* long; beautifully variegated with red, black, and orange colour, which the 
black fnake was watching to prey upon. I took and laid it, half ftupified, in,the fun 
to revive. After 1 had proceeded about a quarter of a mile, it occurred to me that 
it would be a great curiofitv if I could carry it to England, I therefore fent my fervant 
back with orders to fetch it; but, at his return, he acquainted me that it was not to 
be found, and that the black fnake was in the fame pofition wherein I had firft dif- 
covered it. 1 mention this as an inflance of the intrepid nature of the black fnake, 
which though not venomous, will attack and devour the rattlefnake; and, in fome 
cafes, it is aflerted, even dare to affault a man. 

May 30. I left Fredericlburg, and having ferried over the Rappahannoc at the Falls, 
travelled th^t night to Neville’s ordinary, about thirty-four miles.. 

May 31. I parted over the Pignut and Blue Ridges; and, eroding the Shenancjo, 
arrived, after a long day’s journey of about fifty miltRt Winchefter J. 

The Pignut Ridge is a continuation of the fouth-weft mountains. It is now here very 
high j ano at the gap where I palled, the afeent is fo extremely eafy, owing to the 
winding of the road between the mountains, that I was fcarcely fenfible of it. .. 

The trad of country lying between this ridge and the coalt, is’fuppofed, and with 
fome appearance of probability, to have been gained from the ocean. The fituation 
is extremely low, and the ground every where broken into fmall hills, nearly of the 
fame elevation, with deep intermediate gullies, as if it were the effed of fome fudden 

* The plantation of Colonel Baflett. 

f Belonging to Colonel Bailor, mentioned above. 

$ Guenway Court, the feat of the venerable Lord Fairfax, i* Glinted a few tnflei on the left of the 
rbad , ab>ut half way between the Apslachian mountains aud Wincheftet. Hi* Lordlbip being abf< nr. I 
was prevented from paying my refpefti to him. 

vol. xiu. 4 Z retiring 
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retiring‘-of the wafers. The foil is principally of fand, and there are few if any 
pebbles, within a hundred miles of the Ihore; for which rcafon the Virginians n thele 
parts never lhoe their horfes. Incredible quantities of what are called fcallop-lhells, are 
found alfo near the furface of'the ground ; and many of the hills are entirely formed 
of them. Thei'e phenomena, with others lefs obvious to common obfervation, feem 
to indicate, that the Atlantic, either gradually or by fome fudden revolution in 
nature, has retired and loll; a confidcrablc part of that dofuinion which formerly 
belonged to it. 

The Blue Ridge is much higher than the Pignut: though even thefe mountains are 
not to be compared with the Alleghenny. To the fouthward, 1 was told, they are more 
lofty ; and but Kttle, if at aft, inferior to them. The Pafs, at Afliby’s Gap, from the 
foot of the mountain on the eaftern fide to the Shcnando, which runs at the loot on 
the weftem, is about four miles. The afeent is 110 where very Iteep though the 
mountains are, upon the whole, I think, higher than any I have ever Icon in England. 
When I got to the top, I was incxpreflibly delighted with the feene which opened 
• before me. Immediately under the mountain, which was covered with chamcedaphnes 
in full bloom, was a moll beautiful river: beyond this an extenfive plain, divedified 
with every plcafmg objedt that nature can exhibit; and, at the diflance of fifty miles, 
another ridge of flill more lofty mountains, called the Great, or North Ridge * , which 
inclofed and terminated the whole. • 

The river Sbenando rifes a great way to the fouthward from under this Great 
North Ridge. It runs through Augufla county, and falls into the Potowmac fomc- 
where in Frederic. At the place where I ferried over, it is only about a hundred 
yards wide ; and indeed it is no where, 1 believe, very broad. It is exceedingly ro¬ 
mantic and beautiful, forming great variety of fulls, and is lb tranfparent, that you may 
fee the fmalleft pebble at the depth of eight or ten feet. '1 here is plenty of trout and 
other filh in it; but it is not navigable, except for rafts. In fudden frefhes it riles above 
forty or fifty feet. The low grounds upon the banks of this river are very rich and 
fertile ; they are chiefly fettled by Germans, who gain a comfortable livelihood by 
railing flock for the troops, and fending butter down into the lower parts of the 
coujptry. 1 could not but reflect with pleafure on the fituation of thele people; and 
think if there is fiich a thing as happinefs in this life, that they enjoy it. Ear from the 
buftle of the world, they live in the moft delightful climate, and richeft foil imagin¬ 
able; they are every where furrounded with beautiful profpecls and fvlran feenes; lofty 
mountains, tranfparent ftreams, falls of water, rich vallies, and inajcftic woods; the 
whole interfperfed with an infinite? variety of flowering fhrubs, conflitu/c the laudfcape 
furrounding them : they are ful^ecl to few dif’eafes ; are generally robufl; and live in 
perfeft liberty : they are ignorant of want, and acquainted with but few vices. 1 he:r 
inexperience of the elegancies of life precludes any regret that they poflefs not the 
means of enjoying them: but they poflefs what many princes would give half their 
dominions for, healt'h, content, and tranquillity of mind. 

"Wincheftcr is a finall town of about two hundred houfes. It is the place oi general 
rendezvous of the Virginian troops, which is the reafon of its late rapid incrcafe, and 
preient flourifhing condition. The country about it, before the £cdu£lion ot Fort du 
Quefne, was greatly expoftd. to the ravages of the Indians, who daily committed molt 
horrid cruelties: even the town would have been in danger, had not Colonel Wafhington, 
in ordep to cover and protect it, created a fort upon an eminence at one end of it,, which 

* All thefe ridges coniitt of (ingle mountains joined together, and ran parallel to each other. 
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proved of the utmoft utility; for although the Indians were frequently in fight of ihe 
town, they never dared to approach within reach of the fort. It *is a regular fquare 
fortification, with four baftions, mounting twenty-four camion; the length of each 
curtain, if I am not miftaken, is about eighty yards. Within, there are barracks for 
450 men. The materials of which it is conftru&ed, are logs filled up with earth : the 
foldiers attempted to furround it with a dry ditch ; but the rock was fo extremely hard 
and impenetrable that they were obliged to defift. It is flill unlinilhed; and, 1 fear, 
going to ruin ; for the affcmbly, who fcldom look a great way before them, after having 
i'pent about 9000I. currency upon it, cannot be prevailed upon to give another thoufand 
towards fulfilling it, becaufe we are in poileflion of Pitiburg ; and, as they iuppofe, quite 
fecure on this account; yet it is certain, that, in cafe of another Indian war on this tide, 
which is by no means improbable, conlidering our general treatment of that people, it 
would be of utmoft advantage and fccurity. 

't here is a peculiarity in the water at Winchefter, owing, I was, told, to fhe foil’s 
being of a limy quality, which is frequently productive of feverc gripings, efpecially in 
Grangers; but it is generally fuppofed, on the other hand, to be fpecific againft fame 
other dil’eafes *. 

During my flay at this place, I was almoft induced to make a tour for a fortnight to 
the fouthward, in Augufta county, for the fake of feeing fome natural curiofities; which* 
the officers allured me, were extremely well worth vifiting : but as the Cherokces had 
been lcalping in tliofe parts only a few days before; and as I feared, at the‘fame 
time, that it would detain me too long, and that l Ihould lofe my paffage to Eng¬ 
land, I judged it prudent to decline it. 

The curiofities they mentioned to me were chiefly thefe : 

1. About forty miles weftwanl of Augufta court-houfe, a beautiful cafcade, burfling 
out of the fide of a rock, and, after running fome diftance through a meadow, rufhing 
down a precipice 150 feet perpendicular. 

2. To the fouthward of this about twenty miles, two curious hot fprings, one tailing 
like alum, the other like the walkings of a gun. 

3. A moll extraordinary cave. 

4. A medicinal fpring, fpecific in venereal cafes. A foldier in the Virginian 
regiment, whofe cafe was thought defperate, by drinking and bathing in thefe waters, 
was, after a few days, entirely cured. This fad was aficrted very flrongly by fome 
officers, who had been polled there: but Colonel Wafhington, of whom I inquired 
more particularly concerning it, informed me that he had never heard of it; that 
he was not Indqed at the place where it is faid to have happened, but that having 
had the command of the regiment at that time, he fhould probably have been 
informed of it. What credit therefore is to be given to it the reader mull judge 
for himfelf. 

5. Sixty miles fouthward of Augufta court-houfe, a natural arch, or bridge, joining 
two high mountains, with a confiderable river running underneath. * 

A river called Loft river, from its finking mder a mountain, and never ap¬ 
pearing again. 

7. A fpring of a fulphurcous nature, an infallible cure for particular cutaneous 
diforders. 

8. Sixteen miles north-call of Winchefter, a natural cave or well, into which, at 
times, a perfon may go down to the depth of 100 or 150 yards; and at other times, 

, *# Profeffor Haller, in his notes to the German iranflatinn of this book, fuppofes that the water at 
Winchefter may be impregnated with vitriolic magnefia, fal amarum. " 

4 X 2 the 
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the water rifos up to the top, and overflows plentifully. This is called the ebbing and 
flowing well, and is fuuated in a plain flat country, not contiguous to any mountain 

or running water. . . . .. , 

9. A few miles from hence, fix or feven curious caves communicating with each 

° th A day or two before I left Winchcflcr, I difcovered that 1 had been robbed by my 
fervant: he confeffed the fa£t, and pleaded lb little in juflificafion of himfelf, that I was 
obliged to difmifs him. This diftrtfled me very much, for it was impoflible to hire a 
fervant in thefe parts, or even any one to go over the mountains with me into the lower 
fettlements. However, by the politenefs of the commander of the place, the honour- 


leiLicnienis. t .., ' r . * T y , r 

able Colonel 9 yard, and of another gentleman* of my acquaintance, I got over thole 

difficulties; for the former, while 1 continued at Wincheller, accommodated me with 
his own apartments in the fort, ordering his lervants to attend and wait upon me; and 
the latter lent a negro boy with me as far as Colonel Wallungton’s, eighty miles dillant 
from this place. On the 4th of June, therefore, 1 was enabled to leave Wincheller, 
and I travelled that night about eighteen miles, to SnikerVj ferry upon the 

Shenando. „,, ... , , , 

The next morning I repaffed the Blue Ridge at Williams s Gap, and proceeded on my 

journey about forty°miles. 1 this day fell into converfation with a planter, who over¬ 
look me on the road, concerning the rattlefnake, of which* there are infinite numbers 
in thefe parts; and he told me, that one day .going to a mill at feme dillance, he pro¬ 
voked one to fuch a degree as to make it firike a fmall vine which grew doll- by, and 

that the vine prefently drooped and died +. , _. . 

My accommodations this evening were extremely bad ; l had been wet to the lkin in 
the afternoon ; and at the miferable plantation, in which l had taken fhelter I Could get 
no fire; nothing to eat or drink but pure water ; and not even a blanket to cover me. 
I threw’ myfelf down upon my mattrafs, but fuffered fo much from cold, and was fo 
infefted with infers and vermin, that I could not clofe my eyes. I rofe early in the 
morning, therefore, and proceeded upon my journey, being dillant from Colonel Walh- 
ington’s not more than thirty miles, it was late, however, before I arrived there, for 
it Mined extremely hard, and a man who undertook to Ihew me the neareft way, led 
me among" precipices and rocks, and we were loft for above two hours. It was not 
indeed, without fome compenfation; for he brought me through as beautiful and 
pi&nrcfque a fccne as eye ever beheld. It was a delightful valley, about two miles in 
length, and a quarter of one in breadth, between high and craggy mountains, covered 
with chaniasdaphnes § or wild ivy, in full flower. Through the middle of the valley 


* Colonel Cnurchhill. 'T Called in Fry and Jeffvrfon s map. Widiaim s Fcny. 

1 Several ptifons to whom I have mentioned this fad have famed to doubt of the probability of it. 
But were it not true, a qudliun will naturally arife, how an idea of that nature Ihould oecur to an ignorant 
planter, living remote from all cultivated fjeiety ; and, more particularly, how he Arnold happen to fix upon 
that tree; which, fuppefmg the thing pofiible, is the moll likely to have beeu affected m the manner 

‘kl^The cbamcedaphne is the moil beautiful of all floweiing flmibs: Catefby in his Natural Hillory 
of Carolina fpeaks of it in the following inaunct: “The flo.vers grow in bunches on the tops of the 
branches, to footftalks of three inches long ; they are white, (tained with purplifli led ; ooi.liftmg of 
one leaf in form of a cup, divide ! at the verge into five feed-ions. In the middle is a ftilus, and tcu 
i'amina. which, when the fl..wet in ft ..prib, appear lying dole to the fides of the cup, 3t fqual diiUnccs; 
their apitts being lodged n. ten little hollow cells, which Leing p'omi,:ent on the outi.de, appear as f. many 
little tubercle*. -As all plants have tln ir peculiar l.eautus, it is difficult to aflign to any one an elegance 
excelling all others; yet confiJLring the curious lliu&.trc of the flower, and beautiful appearance uf this 
1 vhc-ltJ ,1alll j I know of no (In ob that has a better claim to it.” Catefby, Vol. II. p. 9S. 

, glided 
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glided a rivulet about eight yards wide, extremely lucid, and breaking into innumerable 
cafcades; and in different parts of it flood fmall clumps of evergreens ; fuch as myrtles, 
cedars, pines, and various other forts. Upon the whole, not Tempe itfelf could have 
difplayed greater beauty or a more delightful icene. • 

At Colonel Wafhington’s l dil'pofed of my horfes, and, having borrowed his curricle 
and fervarit, I took leave of Mount Vernon the 1 ith of June. 

I croffedover the Potowmac into Maryland at Clifton’s Ferry, where the river is fome- 
thing more than a mile broad ; and proceeded on my journey to Marlborough, eigfiteeil * 
miles. 1 here met with a drolling company of players, under the direction of one 
Douglas. I went to fee their theatre, which was a neat convenient tobacco-houfe, 
well fitted up for the purpofe. From hence in the afternoon I proceeded to Queen 
Ann, nine miles; and in the evening nine miles farther, over the Patuxen to London- 
town Ferry ; Wtaid here all night, and early in the morning ferrying over South Rives, 
three quarters of a mile in breadth, I arrived at Annapolis, four miles diflanjt, about 
nine in the morning. 

Annapolis is the capital of Maryland ; it is a fmall neat town, confiding of about a 
hundred and fifty houfes, fituated on a pcninfula upon Severn river. The peninfulais 
formed by the river, and two fmall creeks ; and although the river is not above a mile 
broad ; yet as it falls into Chcfapoak bay a little below, there is from this town the 
fined water-profpeft imaginable. The bay is twelve miles over, and beyond it you may 
difeernthe cadet 11 fhore ; fo that the feenp is diverfified with fields, woods, and water. 
The tide rifes here about two feet, and the water is tbit, though the diftance of the 
capes is more than aco miles. The town is not laid out regularly, but is tolerably well 
built, ai d has feveral good brick houfes. None of the flreets are paved, and the few 
public buildings here are not worth mentioning. The church is a very poor one, the 
ilad.-houfc but indifferent, and the governor’s palace is not finifhed. 1’his lad men¬ 
tioned building was begun a few years ago ; it is fituated very finely upon an eminence, 
and commands a beautiful view of the town and environs. It has four large rooms on 
the low. r floor, befidcs a magnificent faloon, a flair-cafe, and a vedibule. On each fide 
of the eijtrar.ee arc four windows, and nine upon the firft llory ; the offices are under 
ground. It was to have had a fine portico the whole range of the building; but un- 
luckilv the governor and affembly dif’agreeing about ways and means, the execution of 
the defign was fufpended ; and only the fhell of the houfe has been finifhed, which is 
now going to ruin. The houfe which the prefent governor inhabits, is hired by the 
province a; Spl. currency per annum. 

There is ve ry little trade carried on from this place, and the chief of the inhabitants 
are ft giv keepers or public officers. They build two or three fhips annually, but feldotii 
more. '1 here are no fortifications, except a miferable battery of fifteen fix-pounders. 

Maryland is fituated between the 38th and 40th degree of north latitude, and the 
75th and 80th of well longitude from London. It is bounded on the cafl by the 
Atlantic ocean, and the three lower counties of Delaware ; on the fouth and weft by 
Virginia; and by Penfylvania on the north. The climate, foil, and natural produ&ions 
of it are nearly the fame as thofe of Virginia. It is watered by many fine rivers, and 
almoft innumerable crocks; but it is far from being well cultivated, and is capable of 
much improvement. It is divided into fourteen counties,,and between forty and fifty 
parilhes ; and there are feveral little towns in it which are neatly built.—Thr inhabitants, 
exclusive of flaves, are fuppofed to be about ninety thoufand: of which the militia, 
including all white males between fixteen and fixty, amounts to eighteen. The’flavcs 
arc about thirtv-two thoufand.—The ftaple of the country is tobacco$ and, com- 

. munibus 
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munibus annis they export near 30,000 hogfheads: laft year their exports amounted 
to 50,000.—Thfcir manufactures are very trifling.—The government is a proprietary 
one; and confifts of the proprietor (viz. lord Baltimore); his governorthe council, 
coinpofed of twelve perfohs nominated by himfclf; and a houfc of reprefentatives, 
eleded by the people; four for each county, and two for Annapolis. The power of 
the proprietor is next to regal; of the other parts of the legiflature, much the fame as 
in Virginia. The lower houfc has been at variance fome'years with the council and 
r 'governor, concerning ways and means ; chiefly in regard to taxing the merchants book- 
debts : which has been the rcafon of their having done nothing for the defence of the 
colonies during the war. The houfc has conftandy voted troops, but as conilantly laid 
the fame tax dor the maiiftenancc of*them : the council therefore has always rejected 
the bill; allcdging the inconvenience of fuch a tax, as it would neceflarily be a reltraint 
upon trade; and ruin many of the merchants credit.—The proprietor has a negative * 
upon every bill, exclufive of his governor. 

There are feveral courts of judicature in this province ; but the principal are either 
thofe which are held quarterly in each county by the jufticcs thereof, like thole in 
Virginia; or the provincial ones, which are held twice annually at Annapolis by judges 
appointed for that purpofe 1 . The court of chancery confifls of the governor and 
council; and the dernier refort is to His Majcfty in council at home. 

The eftablifhed religion is that of the church of England : but there are as many 
Roman Catholics as Proteftants. The clergy are liberally provided for j they have 
not, as in Virginia, a fixed'quantity of tobacco; but fo much per head, viz. 301b. 
weight for every tytheable in their refpeCtive parifhes : and fume of them make more 
than 300I. fterling per annum. They are prefented to their livings by the governor; 
and are under the jurifdiCtion of the Bifliop- of London ; but being at a great dirtance 
from England, and having no commiffary to fuperintend their affairs, they lie under 
many difadvantages. Affeffments are made, I was told, by the county-courts; the 
veftry, which confifls of twelve members diftinCt from the churchwardens, have little 
or no authority f. 

In each county throughout this province, there is a public free-fehool, for reading, 
siting, and accounts; but no college or academy ; and the education of youth is but 
little attended to. 

The character of the inhabitants is much the fame as that of the Virginians ; and the 
ftate of the two colonics nearly alike. Tobacco, to fpeak in general, is the chief thing 
attended to in both. There have been fome attempts to make wine ; and it is certain, 
that the country is capable of producing ahnoft any fort of grapes. , Colonel Tafco, a 
'gentleman of diflinCtion in thefe parts, attempted to make Burgundy, and fucceeded 
tolerably well for the firft triaf. I drank fome of the wine at the table of Mr. Hamil¬ 
ton, the governor of Pennfylvania, and thought it not bad. But whether, as this 
gentleman is now deceafed, any other perfon will have fpirit to profecute his plan, I 
much doubt. The currency here is paper-money, and the difference of exchange 
about fifty per cent. The duty upon negroes is only forty {hillings currency pen head 
at their importation; whereas in Virginia it is ten pounds. 

• This power is doubted, though it has never yet been contefled. 

t lkiicUs thefe courts, thcie was formerly a general court of aflize held throughout the province, either 
once or twice a year, but this has been laid a fide. 

| ^The whole vefliy, as in Virginia, confifls of twelve members ; but they go off by rotation two every 
yearj and there is annually a frcfli election. They have the power of appointing infpeftors, See. < , 

’ June 
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June 13. I hired a fchooner of about ten ton, and embarked for the head of the 
ha)', diftant twenty-three leagues; we made fail with a frelh breeze, and after a pleafant 
pailage of fixteen hours, in one of the moft delightful days imaginable, arrived at 
Frederick Town upon SafTafras river, about twelve in the evcnjng. I never in my life 
fpent a day more agreeably, or with higher entertainment. The Ihores on each fide of 
the bay, and the many little iflands interfperfed in it afford very beautiful profpedts ; 
we were entertained at the fame time by innumerable porpoifes playing about the bow 
of the fliip; and naturally fe ll into a train of the moft pleating reflections, on obferving * 
the mouths of the many noble rivers as we puffed along. On the weftern fhore, be- 
fides tliofe great rivers of Virginia, which I have, already deferibed, there are ten or 
eleven others, large and capacious, fume of them navigable a confiderabfc way up into 
the country *. “ The Patuxen, which we have left behind us, faid the mailer of the 

fchooner, as we were failing over this beauiiful bay, is navigable near fifty miles for 
veffels of three hundred ton burthen. Yonder, lie added, are South, Severn, and 
Magotty rivers, navigable about ten miles. A little farther is the Patapfico, a large 
and noble river: where I have gone up fifteen miles. Back, Middle, Gunpowder, 
and Biifh rivers admit only floops and fchooners, and thefc only for fix or feven miles. 
The Siilquehannali, though fo majeffic, and fuperior in appearance, has only a fhort, 
and that a bad navigation ; but it rifes an immenfe way oft' in unknown and inhofpitable 
regions, is exceedingly larjfe and beautiful, and affords great variety of filh. The 
next, or North river, is navigable about ten miles. On the eaftern fhore, he con¬ 
cluded, are F.lk, Bahama, Saffafras, Charter, Wye, Miles, Great Choptank, Little 
Chnptauk, Nanticote, Mauokin, and Pocomoke rivers, all of them navigable, more 
or lefs, for fevvral miles 1 .”—Such was our converfation and entertainment during 
this delightful voyage. * * 

Frederic Town is a final! village on the weftern fide of Saffafras river, built for the 
accommodation of ftrangers and travellers ; on the eaftern fide, exactly oppofite to it, 
is another finall village (George Town), erefted for the fame purpofe.—Having hired 
an Italian clmife, with a iervant and horfe to attend me as far as Philadelphia, 1 left 
Frederic Town the next day. and went to Ncwcaftle, thirty two miles. 

Neweallle is fituated upon Delaware river, about forty miles above the Bay, and a 
hundred from the Capes. It is the capital of the three lower counties, but a place of 
very little conlideration ; there are fcarcely more than a hundred houfes in it, and no 
public buildings that deferve ,to be taken notice of. The church, prefbyterian and 
quakers meetiyg-houfes, court-houfe, and market-houfe, are almoft equally bad, and 
undeferving of attention. 

The province, of which this is the capital, and which js diftinguilhed by the name of 
the Three Lower Counties of Newcaftlc, Suflex, and Kent, belonged formerly to the 
Dutch ; but was ratified to the crown of England by the treaty of Breda; it was after¬ 
wards Ibid by the Duke of York to the proprietor of Penfylvania, and has continued a 
feparate government, though nearly under the lame regulations with that province, 
ever fince. The fame governor prefides over both ; but the affembly, and courts of 
judicature are different: different as to their conllitucnt members, for in form they are 
nearly alike. The affembly confifts of eighteen perfons, elefted annually by the 

• 

* By feme error or overfight the names of fcveral rivers here mentioned, though particularly fpecified in 
the original mauufeript, were omitted in the fuff and fceond edition* of this work. They are now inferted, 
and the account is correct. • 

•f He laid from eighteen to fifty miles. 
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people; fix for each county: this, with the governor, forms the legiflature of the 
province. There is a militia, in which all perfons, from eighteen to fifty, are 
obliged to be enrolled; and the county of Newcaflle alone furniflies more than feven 
hundred. 

The next day I fet out for Philadelphia, diftant about thirty-fix miles, and arrived 
there in the evening. The country all the way boro a different afpett from any tiling 
I had hitherto feen in America. It was much better cultivated, and beautifully laid 
* out ‘into fields of clover, grain, and flax. I puffed by a very pretty village called 
Wilmington, and rode through two others, viz. Chefter and Derby. The Delaware 
river is in fight great part of the way, and is three miles broad ; upon the whole 
nothing could be more pl’eafing than the ride which I had this day. I ferried over the 
Schuilkill, about three miles below Philadelphia ; from whence to the city the whole 
country is covered with villas, gardens, and luxuriant orchards. 

Philadelphia, if we confider that not eighty years ago the place where it now flund 
was a wild and uncultivated deferr, inhabited by nothing but ravenous beads, and a 
favage people, muft certainly be the object of every one's wonder and admiration. It 
is fituated upon a tongue of land, a few miles above the confluence of the Delaware 
Schuilkill; and contains about 3000 houfes, and 18 or 20,000 inhabitants. It is built 
north and fouth upon the banks of the Delaware; and is nearly two inib; in length, 
and three quarters of one in breadth. The ftreets are laid* out withjmat regularity in 
parallel lines, interfered by others at right angles, and are haiulfomoly built: on each 
fide there is a pavement of broad (tones for foot paffeugers; and in mod of them a 
caufeway in the middle for carriages. Upon dark nights it is well lighted, and watched 
by a patrole: there are many fair houfes, and public edifices iii it. The ftadt-houlc is 
a large, handfome, though heavy building; in this are held the councils, the dfleinblies, 
and fupreme courts; there are apartments in it alfo for the accommodation of Indian 
chiefs or fachems; likewife two libraries; one belonging to the province, the other to 
a fociety, which was incorporated about ten years ago, and coniifls of fixty members. 
Each member upon admifiion, fubferibed forty (hillings; and afterward annually ten. 
They can alienate their Ihares, by will or deed, to any perfon approved by the fociety. 
SNy have a fmall collection of medals and medallions, and a few other curiofities, 
fuch as the fkin of a rattlefnake kill d at Surinam, twelve feet long; and fevcral north¬ 
ern Indian habits made of furs and (kins. At a fmall diftancc from the ftadt-houfe, 
there is another fine library, confiding of a very valuable and chofen collection of books 
left by a Mr. Logan; they are chiefly in the learned languages. Near tljis there is alfo 
a noble hoipital for lunatics and other fick perfons. Befides their? buildings, there 
are fpacious barracks for 17 or 1800 men ; a good afl’embly-room belonging, to the 
fociety of freemafons; and eight or ten places of religious worihip ; viz. two churches, 
three quakers meeting-houfes, two prelbyterian ditto, one Lutheran church, one 
Dutch Calvinift ditto, one Swedifh ditto, one Romifh chapel, one Anabaptift meeting- 
houfe, one Moravian ditto : there is alfo an academy or college, originally built for a 
tabernacle for Mr. Whiteficld. At the fouth end of the town, upon the river, there is 
a battery mounting thirty guns, but it is in a ftatc of decay. It was defigned to be a 
check upon privateers. Thefe, with a few alms-houfes, and a fchool-houfe belonging 
to the quakers, are the chief public buildings in Philadelphia. The city is in a very 
flouri filing .flate, and inhabited by merchants, artifts, tradefinen, and ‘ perfons of all 
occupations. There is a public market held twice a week, upon Wednefday and 
Saturday, almoft equal to that of Leadenhall, and a tolerable one every day befides, 

15 The 
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The Greets are crowded with people, and the river with veffcls. Houfes are fo dear, 
that they will let for iool. currency per annum; and lots, not above thirty feet in 
breadth, and a hundred in length, in advantageous fituations, will fell for ioool. 
fterling. There are feveral docks upon the river, and about twenty-five veffels are 
built mere annually. I counted upon the flocks at one time no lefs than feventeen, 
many of them three-mafted veffels. 

Can the mind have a greater pleafure than in contemplating the rife and progrcTs of 
cities and kingdoms ? Than in perceiving a rich and opulent ftate arifing out of a finall 
fettlemcnt or colony ? This pleafure every one muff feel who confiders Penfylvania.— 
This wonderful province is fituated between the 40th and 43d degree of north latitude, 
and about 76 degrees weft longitude from London, in a healthy and delightful climate, 
amidft all the advantages that nature can bellow. The foil is extremely ftrong and- 
fertile, and produces fpontaneoufly an infinite variety of trees, flowers, fruits, and 
plants of different forts. The mountains arc enriched with ore, and the rivers with 
fifh : fome of thefe are fo {lately as not to be beheld without admiration: the Delaware 
is navigable for large veffels as far as the falls, 180 miles diftant from the fea, and 120 
from the bay. At the mouth it is more than three miles broad, and above one at Phi¬ 
ladelphia. The navigation is obftrucled in the winter, for about fix weeks, by the 
feverity of the froft; but, another times, it is bold and open. The Schuilkill, though 
not navigable for fBhy great fpace, is exceedingly romantic, and affords the moft de¬ 
lightful retirements. ’ • 

Cultivation (comparatively fpeaking) is carried to a high degree of perfe&ion; and 
Penfylvania produces not only great plenty, but alfo great variety of grain j it yields 
likewife flax-feed, hemp, cattle of different, kinds, and various other articles *. 

It is divided into eight counties, and contains many large and populous towns: 
Carlifle, Lancaftcr, and German-town, confift each of near five hundred houfes; 
there are feveral others which have from one to two hundred. 

. The number of inhabitants is fuppofed to be between four and five hundred 
thoufand f, a fifth of which are Quakers : there are very few negroes or flaves. 

The trade of Penfylvania is furprifingly extenfive, carried on to Great Britain, the 
Weft Indies, every part of North America, the Madciras, Lifbon, Cadiz, Holland, 
Africa, the Spanifli main, and feveral other places; exclufive of what is illicitly 
carried on to Cape Francois, and Monte Chrifto. Their exports are provifions of 
all kinds, lumber, hemp, flax, flax-feed, iron, furs, and deer-fltins. Their imports, 
Englifh manufactures, with the fuperfluities and luxuries of life. By their flag-of-truce 
trade, they alfo get* l'ugar, which they refine and fend to Europe. 

Their manufactures arc very confiderable. The GeVman-town thread ftockings 
are in high eftimation; and the year before laft, I have been credibly informed, there 

* In the fouthern colonies cultivation is in a very low Hate. The common procefaof it it, firft to cut 
off the trees two or three feet above ground, in order to let in the fun and air, leaving the (lumps to decay 
and rot,, which they do in a few years. After this they dig and plant, and continue to work the fame 
field, year after year, without ever manuring it, till it is quite fpent. They then enter upon a frefh piece 
of ground, allowing this a refpite of about twcuty years to recover itfclf; during which time it becomes 
beautifully covered with Virginian pines: the feeds of that tree, which are exceedingly fmall, and, when 
the cones open, ate wafted through the air in great abundance, fowing thedifelvcs in every vacant fpot of 
neglefted ground. ' • 

t Doubts have fince arifen, whether the number, at the time here mentioned, amounted to more than 
350,000.—>See Morfe’s American geography. 

vdL.,xm. 5 a 


were 



burnaby’s travels in north America. 


73 ® 

were manufactured in that town alone above 60,000 dozen pair. Their common 
retail price is a dollar per pair. 

The Irifh fettlcrs make very good linens : fume woollens have alfo been fabricated, 
but not, I believe, to* any amount. There arc feveral other manufactures, viz. of 
beaver hats, which are fuperior in goodnefs to any in Europe, of cordage, linfeed-oil, 
ftarch, myrtle-wax and fpermaccti candles, leap, earthen ware, and other commodities. 
•' The government of this province is a proprietary one. The legiflature is lodged in 
the hands of a governor appointed (with the King’s approbation) by the proprietor j 
and a hon/e of repivfentati\ es, < 1 cted by the people, confuting of thirty-feven mem¬ 
bers. T iic l‘9 are of various rein;.tens perfuafions, for by the charter of privileges, 
which Mr. Penn granted to the fettlcrs in Penfylvania, no perlon who believed in God 
.could be moleflcd in his calling or profeflion ; and any one who believed in Jefus 
Chrift might enjoy the firft pod under the government. Tile crown has referved to itfelf 
a power of repealing any Jaw which may interfere with the prerogative, or be contrary 
to the laws of Great Britain. 

The judicature con fills of different courts. The juftices of the peace, who, together 
with the other judges, are of the governor’s appointment, hold quarterly felfions 
conformable to the laws of England; and, when thefe are finifhed, continue to fit 
in quality of judges of common pleas, by a fpccial commiflion. The fuprerne court 
confifts of a chief juftice, and two afliftant judges : they have thdftmited authority of 
the King’s Bench, Common' Pleas, and Court of Exchequer. They not only receive 
appeals, but all caufes once commenced in the inferior courts, after the firft writ, 
may be moved thither by a habeas corpus, certiorari, writ of error, See. The judges 
of the fupremc court have alfo a Handing # and diftinct commiflion to hojd, as flvall 
feein needful, courts of oyer and terminer, and general gaol-deliveries throughout the 
province; but this power they feldotn, 1 believe, exercife. The fuprerne courts are 
held twice a year at Philadelphia. There is no Court of Chancery ; but the want of 
it is fupplied, in fome meafure, by the other courts. There is a particular officer called 
the regifter-general, appointed by the governor, whole authority extends over the 
Hivhole province, where he has feveral deputies. He grants letters of ailminili ration, 
and probates of wills. In cafes of difpute, or caveat entered, he may call in, as 
affiftants, two juftices of the peace. The governor can pardon in all cafes, except 
of treafon or murder, and then can reprieve till he knows the King’s pleafure. 

There is here, as in mofl of the other colonies, a Court of Vice Admiralty, held by 
commiflion from the Admiralty in England, for the trial of captures, end of piracies, 

* and other mifdemeanors committed upon the high feas, but there life an appeal from it, 

I believe, to the Court of Delegates in England. 

As to religion, there is none properly eftablifhed; byt Proteftanfs of all denomi¬ 
nations, Papifts, Jews, and all other litis whatfoever, are univcrially tolerated. 
There are twelve clergymen of the church of England, who arc font by the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gofpel, and arc allowed annually col. each, befides what 
they get from fubferiptions and furplice fees. Some few of thefe are itinerant 
miffionaries, and have no fixed refidence, but travel from place to place, as occafion 
requires, upon the frontiers. They are under the jurifdiclion of the Bifhop of London. 

_ Arts and fciences tyre yet in their infancy. There are fome few pcrfbns who have 
difeovered a tafle for mufic and painting *, and philofopliy ftems not only to have made 

* Mr. Benjamin Well, prtfident of the Royal Academy, was, 1 believe, a native of Penfylvania, if not 
of Philadelphia. 


a con- 



burnaby's travels in north America. 731 

a confiderable progrefs already, but to be daily gaining ground. The library fociety 
is an excellent inftitution for propagating a tafte for literature; and*the college well 
calculated to form and cultivate it. This laft inftitution is eroded upon an admirable 
plan, and \s by far the beft fchool for learning throughout America. It has been 
chiefly raifed by contributions; and its prefent fund is about io,oool. Penfylvanian 
money. An account of it may be feen in Dr. Smith’s (the prefident’s) Difcourfes. 
The Quakers alfo have an academy for inftruding their youth in claflical learryng,., 
and pradical mathematics: there are three teachers, and about fcventy boys in it. 
Bcfides thcfe, there are leveral fchools in the province for the Dutch and other foreign 
children ; and a confiderable one is going to be eroded at German-town. 

The Penfylvanians, as to charader, are a frugal and induftriotis•people; not. 
remarkably courteous and hofpitable to ftrangers, unlefs particularly recommended to 
them; but rather, like the denizens of molt commercial cities, the reverie. They 
arc great republicans, and have fallen into the fame errors in their ideas of independency 
as molt of tlie other colonies have. They are by far the moft enterprifmg people 
upon the continent. As they confift of fcveral nations, and talk leveral languages, 
they are aliens in fome refped to Great Britain; nor can it be expeded that they 
ihould have the fame filial attachment to her which her own immediate offspring have. 
How ever, they are quiet, and concern ihetnfelves but little, except about getting 
money. The \von£n are exceedingly handfoine and polite: they are naturally lprightly 
ami fond of pleafure; and, upon the whale, are much^more agreeable and accoui- 
pliflnd than the men. Since their intercourfe with the English officers, they are 
greatly improved ; and, without flattery, many of them would iiol make bad figures 
even in the firli affeinblies in Europe. Their amufements are chiefly dancing in the 
winter, and in the lummer, forming parties of pleafure upon the Schuilkill, and in 
the country. There is a fociety of fixteen ladies, and as many gentlemen, called the 
fifliing company, who meet once a fortnight upon the Schuilkill. They have & very 
pleafimt room eroded in a romantic fituation upon the banks of that river, where they 
generally dine and drink tea. There are feveral pretty walks about it, and foine wild 
and rugged rocks, which, together with the water and fine groves that adorn the banks, 
form a molt beautiful and pidurefque fcenc. There arc boats arid fifliing tackle of all 
forts, and the company divert themfelves with walking, fifliing, going up the water, 
dancing, flinging, converting, or juft as they plcafc. The ladies wear an uniform, 
and appear with gr&at cafe and advantage from the neatnefs and fimplrdty of it. The 
firlt and mofl,diftinguilhed people of the colony arc of this fociety; and it is very 
advantageous to a R ranger to be introduced to it, as he hereby gets acquainted with the, 
beft and moft refpedable company in Philadelphia., In tiic winter, when there 
is fnow upon the ground, it is ufuai to make what they call fleighing parties, or to 
go upon it in fledges, but as this is a pradice well known in Europe, it is needlels to 
deferibe it. 

The prefent ftate of Penfylvania is undoubtedly very flourilhing. * The country is 
well cultivated, and there are not lefs than 9000 waggons employed in it, in different 
fervices. Till this war they were exempt from taxes, and it was not without difficulty 
that the Quakers were prevailed upon to grant any fupplies for the defence of the 
frontiers, though expofed to the moft horrid cruelties : it was not from principle, fay 
their enemies, that they refilled it, but from intereft ; for as they were the firft fettlers, 
they chiefly occupy the interior and lower parts of the province, and are not exppfcd 
to incurfibns. At length, however, compelled by clamour and public difeontent, they 
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were obliged to f>afs a fupply bill for ioo } oool. to raife fivc-and-twenty hundred men, 
and thefc they have kept up ever fmee : they afterward paffed a militia* bill, but it 
was fuch a one as anfwercd no good purpofe. The Quakers have much the greateft 
influence in the affembly, and are fupported there by the Dutch and Germans, who 
are as adverfe to taxes as themfelves. Their power, however, at prefent feems rather on 
the decline, which is the reafon, as the oppofite party pretend, that they flir up on 
all pccafions as much confufion as poffible, from that trite maxim in politics, divide ct 
i viper a. They have quarrelled with the proprietors upon feveral occafions, whether 
altogether juftly or not, I will not pretend to fay ; it is certain, however, that the deter¬ 
minations at home have been fometimes in their favour. The late fubjects of their 
difputes havfc been chiefly thefe : 

Firft, Whether the proprietary lands ought to be taxed ? This has been determined 
at home in the affirmative. 


Secondly, Whether the proprietor ought to have any choice or .approbation of the 
affeffors ? 


Thirdly, Whether he ought to give his governor inftruclions ? And, 

Laftly, Whether the judges of his appointment ought to be during plcafure, or 
quamdiu fe bene gejferint ? Thefe three laft are ftill undecided. 

Upon the whole, though this province is exceedingly flourifhing, yet there arc 
certainly great abufes in it; and fuch as, if not fpeedily rectified, will be productive of 
bad confequences. 

The difference of exchange between bills and the currency of Penfylvania is about 


75 per cent. 

An occurrence happened to me at Philadelphia, which, though in itfclf of a trifling 
nature, I cannot but take notice of, as a Angular inftauce of the ftrong pofleinon which 
an idea will fometimes take of the mind, fo as totally to derange it. A lady from Rhode 
Ifland, who lodged in the fame houfe with myfclf, had an unfortunate brother in the 
infirmary, a lunatic. He was fuppofed to be nearly well, and was permitted occafion- 
ally to fee company. A few days before I was to leave Philadelphia, this lady invited me 
to accompany her in one of her vifits to him $ adding, that on her inadvertently men- 
Jfioning to him fome circumftanccs relating to me, he had expreffed a mod earneft de¬ 
fire to fee me. I ftrongly objefted to the propofal, urging the impropriety of intro¬ 
ducing a ftranger, or, indeed, company of any fort, to a perfon in that unhappy 
fituation, as it might poffibly agitate his mind, and retard his recovery. I advifed her 
therefore not to take any further notice of it; hoping he might forget ,pr not mention 
. it any more. The next day file renewed her application; adding, that her brother was 
exceedingly difappointed ; aq4 entreated me to attend her, in. fo preffing a planner, 
that 1 could not with civility refufe it. On entering the cell, a beam of fatisfa&ion 
feemed to dart from his eye, not eafy to be expreffed or conceived. I took him by 
the hand; and, Rating myfelf oppofite the bed to which he was chained, immediately 
took the lead in converfation, talking of indifferent matters, fuch as I thought could 
not poffibly tend to intereR or diflurb his mind. I had not proceeded far when he 
fuddenly interrupted me; and propofed a queftion, which at once convinced me that 
he was in a very unfit Rate to fee company. I immediately therefore rofe up; and 
making an excufe that • my engagements that day would not admit of my entering, 
into lo curious a fubject, defired him to referve it for fome future coriverfation. He 
foepicd greatly flifconcerted; but being near the door, which Rood open, I took my 
leave and retired. The next morning I left Philadelphia; nor did I think any more 
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of this occurrence till I arrived at Rhode lilancl; where I was informed that the chief, 
if not foie, inftances of infanity {hewn by this unhappy young man, were fovne attempts 
which he had made to kill a clergyman of the church of England. That he had been 
educated to be a teacher amongfl the cougregationalifts, But had taken it into his head, 
that he could never gain heaven, or be happy, but by committing l'o heroic and meri¬ 
torious an action. The very evening of his confinement he was prevented from ful¬ 
filling his purpofe, in the inftant when he was raifing up his hand to plunge a knife 
into the back of a clergyman, who was reading the funeral fervice, in the prcfPnce ‘erf 
a large congregation. What his intentions were in regard to mylelf, 1 cannot pretend 
to fay: he offered me no violence; but thofc at Rhode Bland of his acquaintance, to 
whom I related this tranfa&ion, were fully perfuaded that he was far from being cured 
of his diftemper 

I left Philadelphia the 6th of July, and travelled in the ftage as far as Shemincy- 
ferry, about feventeen miles; where I was overtaken by a gentleman and fqme ladies 
of my acquaintance, who were going a few miles farther upon a party of plealure. 
They were fo obliging as to make room for me in one of their chaifcs, and we pro-, 
ceeded and dined together at Briftol, a finall town upon the Delaware, oppofite Bur¬ 
lington : in the afternoon we went ten miles higher up the river, and ferried over to 
Trenton, fituated in the Jerfeys. This is built on the eaft fide of the Delaware, and 
contains about a hundred*houfcs. It has. nothing remarkable; there is a church, a 
Quaker’s, and Prefbyterian meeting-houle, and barracks for three hundred men. ‘From 
hence we went to Sir John Sinclair’s, at the falls of Delaware, about a mile above 
Trenton, a pleafant rural retirement; where we fpent a moft agreeable evening. In 
the morning, the company returned to Philadelphia; and, having hired a chaifc, I 
proceeded to Prince-town, twelve miles liftant. 

At this place there is a handfomc fchool and college for the education of Diffenters; 
crefted upon the plan of thofe in Scotland. There are about twenty boys in the 
grammar-fehool, and fixty in the college : at pgsfent there are only two profeffors, be¬ 
sides the provoft; but they intend, as their fund inqrcafcs, which is yet very linail, 
and does not exceed coool. currency, to add to this number. The building is ex¬ 
tremely convenient, airy, and fpacious; and has a chapel and other proper offices. 
Two ftudents are in each fet of apartments, which confifts of a large bed-room with a 
fire-place, and two fludies. There is a fmall collc&ion of books, a few inftruments, 

• Since return to Europe. I have been informed of an inftance flmilar to this, which happened at 
Florence. A gentleman had taken it into his head that a very large diamond lay buried under a moun¬ 
tain which flood upon his eftate, and was near ruining himfelf and his family by digging for it. His 
friends, by fome contrivance or other, got him away to Florence and placed him under the care of the 
Fate celebrated Dr. Cocchi. He there appeared psrfe&ly compofed, talked very rationally, and, having 
been well educated, afforded great entertainment to the do&or and his friends, who converfed with him. 
One day as they were fitting together, he mentioned to the do&or, that it was very hard he ihould be 
deprived of his liberty, when he was perfeftly well; and that it was only a feh-mg of his relations to keep 
hint in confinement, in order that they might enjoy his eftate. The do&or, who had perceived no marks 
of fnfanity, began to be ftaggered; and promifed, in cafe he ihould fee no reafon to alter his fcntimcntB, to 
fign a certificate of his being well on fuch a day, in order to its being fent to England, that he might 
have his releafe. The day arrived, aiid the do&or was preparing to perform his promife; but whether 
by defign, on perceiving fometliing particular in the looks oF liisfpatient, or by accident, I could not 
learn, he laid-to the gentleman ; “ Now, Sir, I beg from this time tflat you will think no more of this 
foolifh affair of the mountain and diamond.” “ Not think of the diamond!” faid the madman; “ it is 
for this reafon that 1 want my liberty s I know exa&ly the fpot where it lies; and I will hare it in my ‘ 
•poffefiion before 1 am a year older.” 

This ilory was related to me in Tufcany, and I had no reafon to queftion the truth of it. 
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and fome natural curiofities. The expence to a ftudent for room-rent, commons, and 
tutorage, amounts to 25I. currency per year. The provolt has a falary of 200I. cur¬ 
rency, college is Naflau-Hall. — From 
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From hence I returned, and in my way croffed over the river to Colonel John Schuy¬ 
ler's copper-mines, where there is a very rich vein of ore, and a fire-engine ereded 
upon common principles. * - , 

After this 1 went down two miles iartlfer to the jaife anid garden|6f th»gentleman's 
brother, Colonel Peter Schuyler. In the gardens is a very large colledion of citrons, 
oranges, limes, lemons, balfams of Peru, aloes, pomegranates, and other tropical plants; 
and in the park I faw feveral American and English deer, and three or four elks or 
moofe-deer. I arrived at Elizabeth-town in the evening, not a little entertained with 
my expedition, but exceedingly fatigued with the Violent heat of the weather, and the 
many mufquitocs that had infeftedme. 

Before 1 take leave of the Jerfeya* it is neceflfary 1 fliquld give fome.account of this 
province 1 . Nev. Jerfey is fituated between the 59th uld 4*d degree of north latitude, 
and about ievonty-rive degrees weft longitude: it is bounded on the eaft by the Atlan¬ 
tic, on the weft oy Penfylvania, or to fpeak more properly the Delaware ; on.the lbuth 
by Dda ware-bay; and on the north by Hudfon’s river and the province of New York. 
Tht climate is neatly the fame as that of Penfylvania} and the foil, which is a kind 
of red flare, is lb exceedingly rich, that in a fliort time after it has been turned up and 
expdfeu to the air and moifture, it is converted into a fpecies of marie *. . ^ 

New Jerley has very great natural advantages of hills, valleys, rivet^and large 
bn vs. 1 he Delaware is on one fide, and Hudfon’s river on the other? befides which 
it has the Raritan, l\»liiic, and Amboy rivers ; and Newark and New York bays. It 
produces vaft quantities of grain, befides*hemp, flax, hay, Indian com* «tw|other ar¬ 
ticles. It is divided into eleven counties, and has feveral fmali towns,i 4 ltemgh not 
one of confide ration. The number of its inhabitants is fuppofed to he 70*600 : of 
v liich, all males between lixiem and fixty, negroes excepted, are obliged:^ ferve in 
the mil * 1 in. There is no foreign trade carried on from this province; fd? ithe inhabi¬ 
tants fdl thuir produce to the merchants of Philadelphia and New York* and; take in 
return Euro;:, an goods and other noceflarics of life. They have fome trifling manu¬ 
facture:; rf their own, but nothing that delerves mentioning. 

The g.-vemment cenliils of a governor, twelve counfellors, and a houfe of reprefen- 
tativ. aboiii twciUy-iix members, the two former nominated by the King, the latter 
elected bv the the people. Each branch has a negative : they meet at Acriboy Jtnd at 
Burlington : kernately. The governor’s falary, with perquisites, is about 800 or ioool. 
ft tiling a-year : he is not allowed a houfe to refide in, but is obliged to hire one at his 
own expence. There are feveral emits of judicature here, much like thgfe of the 
other provinces.. The juftices hold quarterly feffions for petty larcenies* alSf ‘trifling 
canfes , and the*fupreirie judge, with two affiftant juftices, holds, once aiyear,f geneial 
affize, throughout the province, bf oyer and terminer, *and common ptefe. Her holds 
alfo annually four fupreme. equfts,, alternately at Amboy and Burlington, of King’s 
bench, common pleas, and exchequer. The offices of chancellor and vice-admiral, 
are executed by the governor?’ and the dernier refort is to HisMajefty in cOrihriU 

J’here is properly no eftablilhed religion in this province, and the inliatkfe^^ate of 
various perfuafions: the fodety fends fix miffiottaries, who are gene^p^pi re- 

* Since mv return from America, Him met with a gentlemar./:inward Worrley I^S^Siiquire) 
who had vifited the Holy Land. , He defcv;b«d the foil of that country to.be fim.W 4t*vpljji^U ,<Ve»y cii- 
cumttai.ee to this of the Jerfe'ya. ‘ He Lid it appeared to be of a red fUty fttbftau^|^®|wcapable 
of producing any thing worth the cultivation ; hut that being broken up-^nd-be- 
came exceedingly mellow, and was fertile in the highett degree. 

’ . ceived} 
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ceived ; and the church gains ground daily. Their falaries are about the fame as in 
Penfylvania. • 

Arts and fcicnces are here, as in the other 'parts of America, juft dawning. The 
college will in time, without'doubt, be of confiderable advantage, but being yet in 
its infancy, it has not had an opportunity of operating, or effe&ing any vlfible im¬ 
provement. 

The New Jerfey men, as to charadcr, are like moft country gentlemen; good- 
jftatured, hofpitable, and of a more| liberal turn than their neighbours the Penfylvanians. 
They live altogether upon their eftates, and are literally gentlemen fanners. The country 
in its prefent ltate can fcarcely be called flourifhing; for although it is extremely well 
cultivated, thickly featcd,and the garden of North America, yet,having no foreign trade, 
it is deprived of thofe riches and'advantages, which it would otherwife foon acquire! 
There have been fome attempts to remedy this defedl; but whether from the difficulty 
of divertipg a thing out of a channel in which it has long flowed, or from want of pro¬ 
priety or pcrfeverance in the meafures, I am unable to fay ; but the truth is, they have 
not fucceedcd. Upon the whole, however, this province may be called a rich one: 
during the prefent war it has raifed confiderable fupplies, having feldom had lefs than 
1000 men in pay, with a leader (Colonel Schuyler) at their head, who has done honour 
to his country by his patriotic and public fpirit. The paper currency of this colony is 
at about 70 per cent, difeount, but in very good repute; and preferred by the Pen- 
fylvanians and New Yorkers, to that of their gwn provinces. 

On Wednefday the 9th of July, I eroded over to Staten Ifland, in the province of 
New York; and travelled upon it about nine miles to the point which is oppofite 
New York city. 

In my way I had an opportunity of feeing the method of making wampurm This, 
the reader probably knows is the current money amonft the Indians. It is made of the 
clam-fhcll; a fhell, confifting within of two colours, purple and white; and in form 
not unlike a thick oylter-lhell. The procefs of manufacturing it is very Ample. It is 
firll clipped to a proper fize, which is that of a fmall oblong parallelopiped, then drilled, 
and afterward ground to a round fmooth iurface, and polilhed. The purple wampum 
is jpuch more valuable than the white ; a very fmall part of the fhell being of that 

At the point I embarked for New York ; and after a pleafant paflfage over the bay, 
which is three leagues wide, and various delightful profpefts of rivers, iflands, fields! 
hills, wopds, the Narrows, New York city, vcflels failing too and fro, ?nd innume! 
rablc porpoifes playing upon the furface of the water, in an evening fo ferene that the 
hemifphcre was not ruffled by a Angle cloud, arrived there about the fetting of the 
fun. 

This city is fituated upon the point of a fmall ifland, lying open to the bay on one 
fide, and on the others included between the north and eaft rivers; and commands a 
fine profped of water, the Jerfeys, Long Ifland, Staten Ifland, and fcveral others, which 
lie fcattered in the bay. It contains between two and three thoufand houfes, and 16 
or 17,000 inhabitants, is tolerably well built, and has feveral good houfes. The 
ftreets are paved, and very clean, but in general narrow: there are two or three, in¬ 
deed, which are fpacious ancj/a&y, particularly the Broad-Way. The houfes in this 
ftreet have moft of them a row of trees before them; which form an agreeable fhade, 
and produce a pretty effed. The whole length of the town is fomething more than a 
mile; *ihe breadth of it about half an one. The fituation is, I believe, efteemed healthy;» 

4 . but 
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'but it is fubjed to one great inconvenience, which is the want of frefh water • fo that 
the inhabitants are obliged to have it brought from fprings at fome diftance out of 
town. There are fcveral public buildings though but few that deferve ‘attention The 
college, when fmilhcd, will be exceedingly handfome: it is to be built on three fides 
of a quadrangle, fronting Hudfon’s or North river, and wifi be the molt beautifully 
fituated of Uny college, I believe, in the world. At prcfent only one wing is fuufhed 
which is of Hone, and confjfls of twenty-four fets of apartments ; each having a foro-e 
fitting-room, with a ftudy, and bcd-chamber. They are obliged to make ufe°of fome 
of thefe apartments for a matter's lodge, library, chap .I, hall, &c. but as foon as*the ' 
whole (hall be completed, there will be proper apartments for each of thefe offices 
The name of it is King’s College. 

There are two churches in New York, the old or Trinity Church, and the new one 
or St. George’s Chapel; both of them large buildings, the former in the Gothic tafte* 
with a fpirc, the other upon the model of fome of the new churches in London. Be-* 
fides thefe, there are feveral other places of religious worlhip ; namely, two Low 'Dutch 
Calvinift churches, one High Dutch ditto, one French ditto, one German Lutheran 
church, one prdbyferian meeting-houfe, one quakers ditto, one anabaptifts ditto, one 
Moravian ditto, and a Jews fynagogue. There is alfoa very handfome charity-fchool ‘for 
fixty poor boys and girls, a good work-houfe, barracks for a regiment of foldiers, and 
one of the lined: prifons 1 have ever feen. 'J he court or ftadt-houfe makes no great 
figure, but it is to be repaired and beautified. There is a quadrangular fort, capable 
of mounting fixty cannon, though at prefont there arc, I believe, only thirty-two. 
Within this is the governor’s palace, and underneath it a’battery capable of mounting 
ninety-four g*ms, and barracks for a company or two of foldiers. Upon one of the 
iflands in the bay is an hofpital for fick and wounded feamen ; and, upon another a 
peft-houfe. Tlicfc are the moft noted public buildings in and about the city. * 

The province of New York is fituated between the 40th and 45th decree of north 
latitude, and about 75 degrees weft longitude. Jt lies in a fine climate, and enjoys a 
very wholefome air. The foil of moft parts of it is extremely good, particularly of 
Long lfland : and it has the advantages of a fine harbour, and fine rivers. The bay 
has a communication with Newark bay, the Sound, Amboy river, and feveral others: 
it receives alfo Hudfon’s or North river, one of the largcft in North America, it being 
navigable for floops as far as Albany, above 150 miles: whence, by the Mohock, and 
other rivers, running through the country of the Six Nations, there is a communica¬ 
tion, (excepting a few fhort carrying places,) with lake Ontario; and another with the 
river St. Laureace, through the Lakes George, Champlain, and the river Sorel; fo 
that this river feems to merit the greateft attention. Thefe waters afford various kinds 
of fifh,* black-fifh, fea-bafs, fheeps-heads, rock-fifh, lobfters, and feveral others, all * 
excellent in their kind. The province in its cultivated flate affords grain of all forts, 
cattle, hogs, and great variety of Englifh fruits, particularly the New-town pippin! 

It is divided into ten counties, and has lome few towns, but none of any fize, except 
Albany and Schenechdy, the former of which is a very confidcrablc place. The num¬ 
ber ofinhabitants amounts to nearly 100,000; 15 or 20,000 of which arc fuppofed to 
be capable of bearing arms, and of ferving in the militia; but I believe this number is 
exaggerated, as a confiderable part of the 100,000 are negroes, which are imported 
more frequently into this province than into Penfylvania. 'Dae people carry on an ex- 
tenfive trade, and there are faid to be cleared out annually from New Yosk, 
tons of Chipping. They export chiefly grain, flour, pork, fkins, furs, pig-iron, 
VOL. XIII. 5 u lumber. 
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lumber, and ftaves. Their manufactures, indeed, are not extenfive, nor by any means 
to be compared with thofe of Penfylvania; they make a fmail quantity of cloth, fome 
linen, hats, (hoes, and other articles for wearing apparel. They make glafs alfo, and 
wampum; refine fugars, t which they import from the Weft Indies; and diftil cori- 
fiderable quantities of runi. They alfo, as well as the P r.fylvanians, till both were 
reftrained by aft of parliament, had erefted feveral flit tin;' mills, to make nails, &c. 
But this is now prohibited, and‘they are exceedingly oil. : f d at it. They have 
,, feveral other branches of manufactures, but, in general, lb inconfiderable, that I ftiall 
not take notice of them : one tiding it may be neceflary to mention, I mean the artick 
of fhip-building; about wliich, in different parts of the province, they employ many 
hands. 

The government of this colony is lodged in the hands of a governor appointed by the- 
crown; a council confining of twelve members, named by the fame authority ; and a 
‘houfe of twenty-feven reprefentatives, elected by the people; four for the city and 
county of New York; two for the city and county of Albany ; two for each of the 
other eight counties; one for the borough of Weft Chefter; one for the townfhip of 
Sheneftady ; and one for each of the three manors of Renflaenvyck, Livingfton, and 
Courtland. The legiflativc power is entirely lodged in their hands, each branch having 
a negative; except that, as in the other colonies, all laws mult have the King’s appro¬ 
bation, and not interfere with, or be repugnant to, the laws of Great Britain. 

The courts of judicature arc fimilar, I believe, in every refpeft, to thofe in the 
Jerfeys. 

The eftablifhed religion is that of tlic church of England, there being fix churches in 
this province with ltipends (to the value of about 50I. currency) annexed to each by 
law. The clergy are twelve in number, who, exclufive of what they acquire by the 
eftablifhment above-mentioned, or by contributions, receive, as miffionaries from the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gofpel, 50I. fterling each. Befides the religion of* 
the church of England, there is a variety of others : diffenters of all denominations, 
particularly prefbyterians, abound in great numbers, and there are fome few Roman 
Catholics. 

f Arts and fciences have made no greater progress here than in the other colonies; 
but as a fubfeription library has been lately opened, and every one feems zealous to 
promote learning, it may be hoped they will hereafter advance fafter than they have 
done hitherto. The college is eftablifhed upon the fame plan as that in the Jerfeys, 
except that this at New York profeffes the principles of the church of England. At 
preient the ftate of it is far from being flourilhing, or fo good as might ‘be wifhed. Its 
.fund does not exceed io,oool. currency, and there is a great fcarcity of profeffors. 
A commencement was held, ncvcrthelefs, this fummer, and feven gentlemen tbok de¬ 
grees. There are in it at this time about twenty-five Undents. The prefident, Dr. 
Johnfon, is a very worthy and learned man, but rather too far advanced in life to have 
the direftion of fp new an inftitution. The late Dr. Briftow left to this college a fine 
library, of which they are in daily expeftation. 

The inhabitants of New York, in their charafter, very much refemble the Penfyl- 
vanians : more than half of them are Dutch, and almoft all traders : they are, there¬ 
fore, habitually frugal, induftrious, and parfimonious. Being, however, of different 
nations, different languages, and different religions, it is almoft impoflible to give them 
any precifi- or determinate charafter. The women are handfome and agreeable; 
though rather more referved than the Philadelphian ladies. Their amufements are 

16 .much 
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much the fame as in Penfylvania j viz. balls, and fleighing expeditions in the winter j 
and, in the fummcr, going in parties up the water, and filhing; or making excur- 
fions into the country. There are feveral houfes plcafantly fituated upon Eaft river, 
near New York, where it is common to have turtle-feafts: »thcfe happen once or twice 
in a week. . Thirty or forty gentlemen and ladies mecf and dine together, drink tea in 
the afternoon, fifli and amufe themielves till evening, and then return home in Italian 
chaifes, (the falhionable carriage in this and rnoft parts of America, Virginia excepted, 
where they chiefly make ufe of coaches, and thefe commonly drawn by fix horfes,) ar« 
gentleman and lady in each chaife. In the way there is a bridge, about three miles 
diftant from New York, which you alwayS pafs over as you return, called the Kifling- 
bridge; where it is a part of the etiquette to falute the lady who has putjierfelf under 
your prote&ion. 

The prefent Rate of this province is flourifhing : it has an extenfive trade to many 
parts of the world, particularly to the Weft Indies; and has acquired great riches by 
the commerce which it has carried on, under flags of truce, to Cape Fran$ois, and 
Monte-Cbrifto. The troops, by having made it the place of their general rendezvous, 
have? alfo enriched it very much. However, it is burthened with taxes, and the prefent 
public debt amounts to more than 300,0001. currency. The taxes arc laid upon eftates 
real and perfonal; and there are duties upon negroes, and other importations. The 
provincial troops are about 2,600 men. The difference of exchange between currency 
and bills, is from 70 to 80 percent. 

Before l left New York, 1 took a ride upon Long Lkmd, the richeft fpot, in the 
opinion of the New Yorkers, of all America; and where they generally have their 
villas, or country houfes. It is undeniably beautiful, and fome parts of it are remark¬ 
ably fertile*, but not equal, 1 think, to the Jerfeys. The length of it is fomething 
more than 100 miles, and the breadth 25. About 15 or 16 miles from the weft end 
of it, there opens a large plain between 20 and 30 miles long, and four or five broad. 
There is not a tree growing upon it, and it is afferted that there never were any. 
Strangers are always carried to fee this place, as a great curiolity, and the only one of 
the kind in North America. 

Tucfday the 5th of Auguft, being indifpofed, and unable to travel any farther by 
land, I embarked on board a brigantine for Rhode Ifland. We made fail up the 
Sound with a fair wind, and after two hours, paffed through Hell-gate. It is impof- 
fible to go through this place without recalling to mind the defeription of Scylla and 
Chary bdis. Jhe breadth of the Sound is here half a mile, but the channel is very 
narrow, not exceeding eighty yards : the water runs with great rapidity, and in dif¬ 
ferent .currents, only one of which will carry a veffel through with fafety ; for, on oni 
fide, there is a fhoal of rocks juft peeping above the* water; and, on the other, a 
dreadful vortex produced by a rock lying about nine feet under the iurface : if there¬ 
fore you get into any but the right current, you are either dafhed upon the fhoal, or 
elfe fucked into the eddy, whirled round with incredible rapidity, and at length fwal- 
lowed up in the vortex. There are exceeding good pilots to navigate veflels through 
this place, notvvithftanding • which, they are frequently loft. The proper time of 
palling it is at high water. We had pleafant weather during the paffage, which is about 
leventy leagues, with beautiful views of Long Ifland and Opnne&icut j and arrived in 
the harbour at Newport the 7th of Auguft. , 

This town is fituated upon a fmall ifland, about twelve miles in length, and five or 
fix in breadth, called Rhode Ifland, whence the province takes its name. It % the 
• 5 b 2 capital 
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capital city, and contains 800, or 1000 houfes, chiefly built of wood; and 6 or 7000 
inhabitants. There are few buildings in it worth notice. The court-houfe is indeed 
handfome, and of brick; and there is a pubi'c library, built in the form of a Grecian 
temple, and by no means.inelegant. It is of the Doric order, and has a portico in¬ 
front with four pillars, fupporting a pediment; but the whole is fpoilt by two Ana'll 
wings, which are annexed to it. The foundation of a very pretty building is laid for 
the ufe of the free-mafons, to ferve alfo occafionally for an aflfembly-room; and there is 
, .going to be erected a market-houfe, upon a very elegant defign. The places of public 
worfliip, except the Jews fynagl-gue, are all of wood; and not one of them is worth 
looking at. They confift chiefly of a church, two prelbyterian meeting-houfes, one 
quakers ditto, three anabaptifts ditto, one Moravian ditto, and the fynagogue above- 
mentioned. This building wasAlefigned, as indeed were feveral of the others, by a 
Mr. Harrifon, an ingenious Englilh gentleman who lives here. It will be extremely 
elegant within when completed: but the outfide is totally fpoilt by a fchool, which the 
Jews would have annexed to it for the education of their children.—Upon a fmall 
ifland, before the town, is part of a fine fortification, defigned to confifb of a pentagon 
fort, and an upper and lower battery. Only two of the curtains, and a ravelin, arc 
yet Unified; and it is doubted whether the whole will ever be completed. There are 
now mounted upon it 26 cannon ; but the works, when complete, will require above 
150.—At the entrance of the harbour there is likewife an exceeding good light-houfe. 
—Thefc are the chief public buildings. 

Three miles from the town is an indifferent wooden houfe, built by Dean Berkley, 
when he was in thefe parts: the fituation is low', but commands a fine view of the 
ocean, and of fume wild rugged rocks that are on the left hand of it. They relate 
here feveral ftories of the dean’s wild and chimerjcal notions; which, as they are 
chara&eriflic of that extraordinary man, deferve to be taken notice of: one in par¬ 
ticular I mull beg the reader’s indulgence to allow me to repeat to him. The dean had 
formed the plan of building a town upon the rocks which I have jult now taken notice 
of, and of. cutting a road through a fandy beach which lies a little below it, in order 
that ihips might come up and be fheltered in bad weather. He was fo full of this pro¬ 
ject, as one day to fay to one Smibert, a defigner, whom he had brought over with 
him from Europe, on the latter’s afking fome ludicrous queftion concerning the future 
importance of the place: “ Truly, you have very little forefight, for in fifty years time 
every foot of land in this place will be as valuable as the land in Cheapfide.” The 
dean’s houfe, notwithflanding his prediction, is at prelent nothing better than a farm- 
houfe, and his library is converted into the dairy : when he left Ajncnca, he gave it 
to the college at Newhaven in Connecticut, who have let it to a farmer on a. long 
leafe : his books he divided between this college and that in Maflachulcts. The dean 
is faid to have written in this place The Minute Philofopher. 

The province of Rhode Ifland is fituated between the 41ft and 43d degree of north 
latitude; and about 72 or 73 degrees well longitude; in the moll healthy climate of 
North America. The winters are fevere, though not equally fo with thofc of the other 
provinces; but the fummera are delightful,, efpccially in the ifland ; the violent and ex- 
ceflive heats, to which America is in general fubject, being, allayed by the cool and 
temperate breezes that conyi from the fea. The foil is tolerably good, though rather 
too ftony ; its natural produce is maize or Indian corn, with a variety of flirubs and 
trees, h produces in particular the button-tree; the fpruce-pine, of the young twigs 
of wliich is made excellent beer; and the pfeudo-acacia, or locult-tree; but ‘none of 
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thofe fine flowering trees* which are fuch an ornament to the woods in Carolina and 
Virginia. It enjoys many advantages, has feveral large rivers, and, one of the fineft 
harbours in the world. Filh are in thejgreateft plenty and perfection, particularly the 
tataag or black-fifh* lobfters, and fea bafs.' In its cultivated ftate, it produces very 
little, except fheep and horned cattle ; the whole province being laid out into pafture 
or grazing ground. The horfes are bony and ftrong, and the oxen much the largeft 
in America; feveral of tlrem weighing from 1 6 to 1800 weight. The butter and cheel’e 
are excellent. . • 

The province of Rhode Ifland is divided into cour ties and townlhips ; of the former 
there are four or five, but they are exceedingly final ; of the latter between twenty and 
thirty; the towns themfelves are inconliderable villages: ho t wevcr, they fend members 
to the affembly, in the whole about feventy. The rnUibcr of inhabitants? with Negroes, 
and Indians, of which in this province there are feveral hundreds, amounts to 35,000. 
As the province affords but few commodities for exportation; horfes, provifions, and 
an inconliderable quantity of grain, with fpermaceti candles, being the chief articles; 
they arc obliged to Connecticut, and the neighbouring colonies, for moll of their traffic; 
and by their means they carry on an extenfive trade. Their mode of commerce is 
this; they trade to Great Britain, Holland, Africa, the Weft Indies, and the neighbour¬ 
ing colonies; from each of which places they import the following articles: from Great 
Britain, dry goods; from Holland, money; from Africa, Haves; from the Weft Indies, 
lugars, coffee, and molaffes; and from the neighbouring colonies, lumber and provi¬ 
fions : and with what they purchafe in oilc place they make their returns in another. 
Thus with the money they get in Holland, they pay their merchants in London ; the 
fugars they procure in the Weft Indies, they carry to Holland; the flaves they fetch 
from Africa they fend to the Weft Indies, together with lumber and provifions, which 
they get from the neighbouring colonies: the rum that they diftil they export to Africa; 
and with the dry goods, which they purchafe in London, they traffick in the neigh¬ 
bouring colonies. By this kind of circular commerce they fubfift and grow rich. They 
have befides thefe fume other inconfiderablt: branches of trade, but nothing worth men¬ 
tioning. They have very few manufactures; they diftil rum and make fpermaceti 
candles ; but in the article of dry goods, they are far behind the people of New York, 
and Penfylvania. 

The government of this province is imirely dernocratical; every officer, except the-, 
collector of the cuftoms, being appointed, 1 believe, either immediately by the people, or 
by the general affembly. The people chufe annually a governor, lieutenant-governor, 
and ten affiftants, which conftitute an upper-houle. The representatives, or lovver- 
houfe, a/a elc&ed every half year. Thefe jointly have the appointment el 
all other public officers, (except the recorder, traafurer, and attorney-general, 
which are appointed likewife annually by the people) both military and civil; 
are inverted with the powers of legiflation, of regulating the militia, and of 
performing all other acts of government. The governor has no, negative, but votes 
with the ailiftants, and in calc ol an equality has a carting voice. The allembly, or two 
houfes united, are obliged to fit immediately after each eleftinn ; at Newport in the 
fummer, and in the winter alternately at Providence and South Kingfton in Narraganfet: 
they adjourn themfelves, but may be called together, notwithftanding fuch adjournment, 
upon any urgent occafion by the governor. No ailiftant,\>r reprefentativc,,is allowed 
any falary or pay for his attendance or fcrvice. 
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There are feveral courts of judicature. The aflembly nonjinates annually fo many 
juftices for each t9wnfhip, as are deemed necefl’ary. Thefe have power to join people 
in matrimony, and to exercife other afts of authority ufually granted to this order of 
magiftrates. Any two of thpm may hear caufes’concerning frnall debts and trefpafles; 
and three may try criminals for thefts, not exceeding ten pounds currency., Appeals 
in civil caufes are allowed to the inferior courts of common.pleas; in criminal ones to 
the feffions of the peace; and in thefe the determinations are final.—The feffions are 
held in.each county twice every ycjir by five or more juftices; they adjudge all matters 
relating to the prelervation of the peace, and the punifhment of criminals, except in 
cafes of death. Appeals are allowed from this court, in all caufes that have originated 
in it, to the fuperior one.-rl'he inferior courts of common-pleas fit twice every year in 
each county, and are held by thrqfc or more juftices. They take cognizance of all civil 
caufes vvhatfoever, triable at common law ; and if any one thinks himlelf aggrieved here, 
he may appeal to the fuperior one; which is held alfo annually twice in each county, by 
three judges, and which cxercifes all the authority of a court of king’s bench, common- 
picas, and exchequer. The dernier refort is to the King in council, but this only in 
cafes of 300I. value, new tenor. The people have the power of pardoning criminals, 
except in cafes of piracy, murder, or high treafon ; and then it is doubted whethtr they 
can even reprieve. 

There is no eftablifticd form of religion here; but churph of England men, inde¬ 
pendents, quakers, anabaptifts, Moravians, Jews, and ail other feels whatfoever, have 
liberty to exercife their feveral profeflions. 'The lbciety for the propagation of the 
gofpel fends only four miffionaries. 

Arts and fciences are almoft unknown, except to foine few individuals; and there are 
no public feminaries of learning; nor do the Rhode Iflandcrs in general from to regret the 
want of them. The inftitution of a library fociety, which has lately taken place, may 
poffibly in time produce a change in thefe matters. 

The chara&er of the Rhode Iflanders is by no means engaging, or amiable: a cir- 
cumftance principally owing to their form of government. Their men in power, 
from the higheft to the loweft, are dependent upon the people, and frequently act 
wjfhout that ftritt regard to probity and honour, which ought invariably to influ¬ 
ence and direft mankind. The private people are cunning, deceitful, and l'elfifh : they 
live almoft entirely by unfair and illicit trading. 'Their magiftrates are partial and cor¬ 
rupt : and it is folly to expedt juftice in their courts of judicature; for he, who has the 
greateft influence, is generally found to have the faireft caufo *. Were the governor 
to interpofe his authority, were he to refufc to grant flags of truce f, or not to wink at 

» abufes; 

a * 


• The form of their judical oath, or affirmation (fays Douglas, in Ills fummary), docs not invoke the 
judgments of the oumifeient God, who lees iu fccret, but only upon peril of the penalty of peijnry.—This 
does not feem (adds the fan e author in a note) to be a facred or folemu oath, and ntav he illullrated hy the 
ftory of two profligate thieve: 1 ; one of them had ftolen fomething. and told his friend of it; well, fays his 
friend, but did anybody fee you ? No : then, fays his friend, it is yours as much as if you had bought it 
with yotit money. Vol. ii. p. 95. 

f It was ufual during the late war for feveral governors iu North America, on receiving a pecuniary cort- 
iideratinn, to grant to the merchants flags of truce; by which they were liceufcd to go to the French Weft 
Indian ifiai.d::, in order to exchangtyprifoners. The real fcope anddefigti of the voyage was, to carry on a 
prohibited trade with the French, and to ftipply them with llorcs and provilions. Two or’three priloners’ 
were fufficiuit to‘cover the dtftgti ; and in order to have a (lore iti rcadinef-i, they feldom carried more. liy 
this abufe both governors and met chants acquired great riches. Very plaufibk- arguments indeed might he 
adduced againf. prohibiting, or even reftraining a commerce of that nature : but as the wifdom «f govern-, 

meut 
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abufes; he would at the expiration of the year be excluded from his office, the only thing 
perhaps which he has to fubfift upon. Were the judges to aft with impartiality, and 
to decide a caufe to the prejudice or disadvantage of any great or popular leader, they 
would probably never be re-elc&ed; iftdced, they are incapable in general of determin¬ 
ing the merits of a fuit, for they are exceedingly illiterate, and, where they have nothing 
to make them partial, are managed almoft intirely Oy the lawyers. In fhort, to give 
an idea of the wretched flate of this colony, it has happened more than once, that a 
perfon has had fufficient influence to procure a frefh, pmiflion of paper-money, falely ty 
defraud his creditors: for having perhaps borrowed a/confiderable futn of money, when 
the difference of exchange has been 1200 per cent, he has afterward, under fimdtion of 
the law, repaid only the faifie nominal futn in new currency, when the difference has 
amounted perhaps to 2500 per cent.—Such alas! is fhe fituation and character of this 
colony. It is needlds, after this, to obferve that it is m a very declining ftate; for it is 
impoffible that it fhould profper under fuch abufes. Its Weft Indian trade has dimi- 
nifhed; owing indeed, in fomo mcafure, to the other colonies having entered more 
largely into this lucrative branch of commerce: it has loft during the war, by the enemy, 
above 150 veffels : its own privateers, and it has generally had a great many, have had 
very ill fucccfs : having kept up a regiment of provincial troops, it has alfo been loaded 
with taxes, and many of the people have been opprefled by the mode of collcdting 
them: for, the aflcinbly haying determined the quota of each townfhip, the inhabitants 
have been alfefTed by the town-council *, confiding of the affiftants refiding there, the 
jufticcs of the town, and a few freeholders deeded anmwlly by the freemen ; and thefe 
have been generally partial in their affeffments, as muft ncceflarily happen under a com* 
bination of fuch circumftances.—After having faid fo much to the diladvantage of this 
colony, I fhould be guilty of in juft ice and ingratitude, were I not to declare that there 
are many worthy gentlemen in it, who ice the misfortunes of their country, and lament 
them; who are lenfible that they arife from the wretched nature of the government, 
and wifli to have it altered; who are courteous and polite; kind and hofpitable to 
Grangers; and capable of great acts of gcncrofity and goodnds, as I myfelf experienced 
during a very fevere fit of ficknefs which 1 lay under at this place. —The paper-money 
here is as bad as it is poflible to be j the dilieroncc of exchange being at leait 
2500 per cent. 

The 4th of September 1 took leave of Newport, and having crofted over the river at 
Briftol-fcrry, where it is about a mile broad, and two other inconfiderable ferries, I 
arrived in the evening at Providence. This is the chief town of what w$s formerly 
called Provitlcnce Plantation in Narraganfer, and is at prefont the fecond confiderable 
town in die province of Rhode Ifland. It is fituated upon a pretty large river, and.is 
difiant from Newport about thirty miles. In the morning 1 fet out for Bofton, and 


ment did thinl (i:, and probably with better union. In f.nlm! it ; nothing could cxAifc the corrupt and mer¬ 
cenary fpirit of 1I10IV governors, who pufumed to connive at and encourage it —The honourable’Francis 
Fauquici, liiutenant-govcfner of Virginia, who, among 11 lomc ft w others, never could be prevailed upon to 
countenance it, refuted at one lime ;m offer of near zool for the grant of a permit to make a finglc voyage. 

* Kacn townfhip is managed by a town omir.il, confilting of the ailitiants who refide in the town, the 
jiiilices of the town, and fix freeholders chofen annually by the free nu n tjl the town ; the major part of them 
is a quorum.’ with full power to manage the ailairs and intucll of the town to which they refpeftively 
belong, to grant licences to public lioufcs : and area prob 'te office for proving wills, and "granting adminif- 
tratioti, with appeal to governor and council, as fuprctnc ordinary. Douglas’s Summary, Vol. ii. j». 85. 

arrived 
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arrived there about fun-fet, after a journey of five and forty miles. The country, which 
I travelled over, is chiefly grazing ground, laid out into neat inclofures, furrounded 
with flone walls, and rows of pfeudo acacia V r locuft-trees, which are faid with their 
leaves to manure and fertilise the land. 1 paffed over a beautiful fall of water in 
Pantucket river, upon a bridge, which is built directly over it. r l he fall is about 
twenty feet high, through feveral chafins in a rock, which runs diametrically crofs it, 
and ferves as a dam to hold up the water. There are two or 1 three mills, which have 
been erected for the advantage ok having the different fpouts or ftreams of water con¬ 
ducted to their refpeCtive wheels, p Thele have taken very much from the beauty of 
the feene; which would otherwifeibe tranfcendently elegant; for the fall, though not 
large or upon a great fcale, is byi far the mofl romantic'and piCturefque of any that I 
met with in my tour. f 

During the courfe of my ride from Newport, I obferved prodigious'flights of wild 
pigeons: they directed their courfe to the l’outhward, and the hcmifpherc was never 
intirely free from them. They are birds of pafiage, of beautiful plumage, and are ex¬ 
cellent eating. The accounts given of their numbers are altnofl incredible; yet they 
are fo well attefted, and the opportunities of proving the truth of them are lb frequent, 
as not to admit of their being called in queftion. Towards evening they generally 
fettle upon trees, and fit one upon another in fuch crowds, as fometimes to break down 
the largeft branches. The inhabitants, at fuch times, go out with long poles, and knock 
numbers of them on the head upon the rood; for they are either fo fatigued by their 
flight, or terrified by the obfcuuiLy of the night, that they will not move, or take wing, 
without fome great and uncommon noife to alarm them. 1 met with fcarcely any other 
food at the ordinaries where I put up: and during their flight, the common people fub- 
fill almoft wholly upon them. . " 

Bofton, the metropolis of Maflachufets-Bay, in New England, is one of the largefl 
and mofl flourifliing towns in North America. It is fituated upon a peninfula, or rather 
an ifland joined to the continent by an ifthmus or narrow neck of land half a mile in 
length, at the bottom of a fpacious and noble harbour, defended from the fea by a 
number of final I iflands. The length of it is nearly two miles, and the breadth of it half a 
orut; and it is Juppofed to contain 3000 houfes, and 18 or 20,000 inhabitants. At the 
cim-ancc of the harbour Hands a very good light-houfe; and upon an ifland, about a league 
from the town, a confiderable caftlc, mounting near 150 cannon: there are feveral 
good batteries about it, and one in particular very ftrong, built by Mr. Shirley. 1 here 
arc alfo twp batteries in the town, for 16 or 20 guns each; but they are not, I believe, 
of any force. The buildings in Boflon are in general good ; the ftreets are open and 
fpjicious, and well paved; and the whole has much the air of fome of our belt county 
towns in England.—The country round about it is exceedingly delightful; and from a 
hill, which flands clofe to the town, where there is a beacon to alarm the neighbourhood 
in cafe of any furprizc, is one of the fineft profpe&s, the mofl beautifully variegated, 
and richly grouped* of any without exception that I have ever fecn. 

The chief public buildings are, three churches; thirteen or fourteen meeting-hour's; 
the governor’s palace; the court-houfe, or exchange; Faneuils-hall; a linen-manufac- 
turing-houfe; a work-houfe j a bridewell; a public granary ; and a very fine wharf, at 
lealt half a mile long, undertaken at the expcnce of a number of private gentlemen, for 
the advantage of unloading afid loading vdfels. Mofl of thefe buildings are handfome: 
the church, called King’s Chapel, is exceedingly elegant; and fitted up in the Corin¬ 
thian tjfte. There is alfo an elegant private concert-room, highly finifhed in the Ionic 

o manner. 
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manner..*-! Md reafon to think the fituation of Bofton unhealthy, at leaft in this feafon 
of the year; as there were frequent funerals every night during my ftay there. 

The fituation of the province of Maffappufets Bay, including the diftridt of Plymouth*, 
is between the 41ft and 43d degree of north latitude, and about 72 degrees weft longi¬ 
tude. The climate, foil, natural produce, and improved ftate of it, are much the fam * 
as of Rhode Ifland. It is divided into counties and towplhips f; and each townfliip, if it 
contains forty freeholders’!, has Aright to fend a member to the aflembly 5, the pre- 
fent number of reprefcntatives kftfounts to between 130 and 140; of which Boftoxl 
fends four. - 

The number of fouls in this.province is fuppofed to amount to 200,000; and 40,000 
of them to be capable of bearing arms. They caVry on a cenfiderable yaffic, chiefly 
in the manner of the Rhode Iflandcrs; but have forad jnaterial articles for exportation, 
which the Rhode Iflanders have not, except in a very trifling degree; thefeare fait, 
fi(h and veffels. Of the latter they build annually a great number, and fentj them, 
laden with cargoes of the former, to Great Britain, where they fell them. They clear 
out from Bofton, Salem, Marblehead, and the different ports in this province, yearly, 
about ton of (hipping. Exclufive of thefe articles, their manufactures are not 
large; thofe of fpirits, fifti-oil, and iron, are, I believe, the moft confiderablc. They 
fabricate beaver-hats, which they fell for a moidore a-piece; and fome years ago they 
ereCted a manufactory, with, a defign to encourage the Irifh fettlers to make linens ; 
but at the breaking out of the war the price of labour was enhanced fo much that it 
was impoflible to carry it on. Like the reft of the colonies they alfo endeavour to 
make woollens; but they have not yet been able to bring them to any degree of per¬ 
fection ; indeed, it is an article in which I think they will not eafily fucceed ; ‘for the 
American* wool is not only coarfe, but in comparifon of the Englifh, exceedingly ftiort. 
Upon the bed inquiry I could make, I was not able to difeover that any one had ever 
feen a ftaple of American wool longer than feven inches; whereas in the counties of 
Lincoln and Leicefter, they are frequently twenty-two j| inches long. In the fouthem 
colonies, at leaft in thofe parts where I travelled, there is fcarcely any herbage ; and 
whether It is owing to this, or to the exceflive heats, I am ignorant, the wool is (hort 
and hairy. The northern colonies have indeed greater plenty of herbage, but are for 
fome months covered with fnow; and without a degree of attention and care in houftng 
the (heep, and guarding them againrt accidents, and wild beads, which would not 
eafily be compenfated, it would be very difficult to increafe their numbers to any great 
amount. Thg Americans feem very confcious of this fad, and notwithftandiag a very 

• Sagadahoc and the Main, very large territories, lying north of New Hampfhire, belong alfo to tha 
province of Maffacliufets Bay; they were annexed to it by the new,charter of 1691. The Main form* 
on : county called the county of York, and fends three members to the council j Sagadahoc, which is r an. 
nexed to it, fends one. 

+ Townfhips arc. generally fix miles fquare, and divided into fixty-three equal lots, viz. one lot for the 
lirft fettled minifter as inheritance, one lot for the minillry as glebe-lands, one lot, for the benefit of a 
fchool; the other fixty lots to fixty perfons or families, who, with.'n five years frqjRthe grant, are to creft 
a dwdiing-houfe, and clear feven acres of lain), fit for mowing or ploughing, &c. 

| By the charter, every freeholder fliould poffefs 40s. freehold, or 50I. perfoaal eftate; but I believe 
this article has not been ftriAly adhered to. 

§ Every town, containing forty freeholders, has a “ right” to fend a member to the aflembly, but Is 
not abfolutely obliged” to do fo, unlefs it contains eighty freeholders. '• 

|| The common average length, I am told, is about fixteen inches. , 

£ 1 fpeak of the country in general; in particular fpots, as at Greenway Court, the herbage is very 
$ne'and luxuriant. • 

vol. xin. S c fevere 
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fevere prohibition, contrive to procure from England every year a confiderabfe 
number of rams, in order to improve and npultiply the breed. What the lands be¬ 
yond the Alleghenny and upon the banks offthe Ohio may be, I do not know ; they 
are faid to be very rich: but the climate, I believe, is not lefs fevere ; and I think, 
upon collating different accounts,, that the feverity of heat and cold is not much abated 
by cultivation. The air becorr/es drier and more wholefome, in proportion as the 
woods are cut down, and the grhund is cleared and.cultivated ; but the cold is not lefs 
*•-piercing, nor the fnow lefs frequent. 1 think therefore upon the whole, that America, 
though it may with particular caTe and attention, produce finall quantities of tolerably 
good wool, will yet never be abb to produce it in fuch plenty and of fuch a quality as 
to ferve for t$ie neceflary confun ption of its inhabitants. 

The government of this province is lodged in the hands of a governor or lieutenant- 
governor, appointed by the king; a counfel of twenty-eight perfons chofen annually, 
with the governor’s approbation, by the general affembly * ; and a houfe of represen¬ 
tatives f annually eletted by the freeholders. The governor commiffions all the 
militia, and other military officers ; and, with confent of the council, alfo nominates 
and appoints all civil officers, except thofe that are concerned in the revenue. He 
calls and adjourns the affembly, and has in every refpeft a very extenfive authority. 
His falary, with perquifftes, amounts to about 1,300!. fterling per year. The governor 
and council together have the probate of wills, and the power of granting adminiftrations 
and< divorces. 

There are feveral courts of judicature. All actions under twenty fhillings fterling 
are cognizable by a jufticc of peace, from whofe determination there lies an appeal 
to the inferior county-court of common-pleas; and from hence to the fuperior pro¬ 
vincial court in its circuits, which is alfo a court of oyer and terminer in criminal affairs, 
and is held by a chief juftice and fome affiftant judges. In this court, if the determina¬ 
tion is not fatisfa&ory, a rehearing of the caufe may be had with a different jury |; 
and even, by petition to the general affembly, a fecond rehearing: the dernier refort is 
to His Majefty’s council, but this is only in cafes of 300I. fterling value; and the appeal 
muft be made within fourteen days after judgment. 

jfThe eftabliftied religion here, as in all the other provinces of New England, is that of 
the congregationalifts; a religion different in fome trifling articles, though none very 
material, from the Prefbyterian. There are, betides thefe however, great numbers of 
people of different perfuafinns, particularly of the religion of the church of England, 
which feems to gain ground, and to become more fafhionable every day. A church 
has been lately erefted at Cambridge, within fight of the college, v/hich has greatly 
alarmed the congregationalifts, who confider it as the moft fatal ftroke that could poi- 
fibly have been levelled at their religion. The building is elegant, and the minifter of 
it (the reverend Mr. Apthorpe,) is a young man of tinning parts, great learning, and 
pure and engaging manners jj. 

* They are chofen b]pthe new reprefentatives, and the laft year’s counfellors; fo that each counfellor 
has a vote in his own re-eleftion. The governor has a negative to every counfellor’s election, without 
being obliged to aifign a reafon. 

t Each reprefentative mud be rcfident in the townfhip for which he is elefted; he muft alfo have a 
plurality of votes refpe&ing the number of voters, and notin companion only of the other candidates s he 
is paid for his attendance and Cervices, and fubjeft to a fine if he neglefis them. 

I Jnn'es arc ,4 believe, appointed partly by lot, and partly by rotation. 

I This gentleman, 1 have heard, afterward met with fo much oppofition and perfection frora-the con- 
gregatibnalifts, that he was obliged to refign his cure, to quit the colony, and has fince lived in England' 
•pon «living, (1 believe in Surry,) which was given him by the late Archbifhop Seeker. 

Arts 
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• Arts and Sciences feem to have made a greater progrefs here than in any other part of 
America. Harvard college has been founded above a hundred years; and although it 
is not upon a perfeS plan, yet it has produced a very good effeft. The arts are un* 
deniably forwarder in Maffachufets Bay, than either in Penfylvania or New York. ; 
The public buildings are more elegant; %nd there is a, more general turn for mufle, 1 
painting, and the belles lettres. 

The character of the inhabitants of this province islmuch improved, in comparison 
of what it was; but puritanifm and a fpirit of perfecurion is not yet totally extinguifhed.' • 
The gentry of both fexes are hofpitable and good-i?atti-ed; there is an air of civility in 
their behaviour, but it is conftrained by formality anqprecifenefs. Even the women, 
though eaflnefs of carriage is peculiarly charaCkeriftlc dr their nature, appear here with 
more ftiffnefs and referve than in the other colonies. They are formed with fymme- 
try, are handfome, and have fair and delicate complexions; but are faid univerfally,. 
and even proverbially, to have very indifferent teeth. 

The lower clafs or the people are more in the extreme of this character; and which 
is conftantly mentioned as Angularly peculiar to them, are impertinently curious and 
inquifitive. I was told of a gentleman of Philadelphia, who, in travelling through 
the provinces of New England, having met with many impertinences from this extra* 
ordinary turn of character, at length fell upon an expedient almoft as extraordinary, 
to get rid of them. He had obferved, when he went into an ordinary *, that every 
individual of the family had a queftion or two to propofe to him, relative to his hiftory, 
and that, till each was fatisflea, and they had conferred fund compared together their 
information, there was no poffibility of procuring any refrefhment. He therefore 
the moment he went into any of thefe places, inquired for the mafter,. the miflrefs, 
the fons, the daughters, the men-fervants and the maid-fervants j and having affembled 
them ail together, he began in this manner: “ Worthy people, I am B. Ft. of Phi* 

adelphia, by trade a-, and a bachelor; I have fome relations at Bofton, to 

whom I am going to make a vifit; my ftay will be fhort, and 1 (hall then return and 
follow my bufmefs, as a prudent man ought to do. This is all I know of inyfelf, and 
all I can poflibly inform you of; I beg therefore that you will have pity upon me and 
my horfe, and give us both fotne refrefhment.” 

Singular fituations and manners wili be productive of Angular cuftoms, but frequently 
fuch as upon flight examination may appear to be the effeCts of mere groffnefs of cha¬ 
racter, will, upon deeper refearch, be found to proceed from Amplicity and innocence. 
A very extraojdinary method of courtfhip, which is fometimes praCtifed amongft the 
lower people of this province, and is called tarrying, has given occaflon to this 
reflection. When a man is enamoured of a young woman, and wifhes to marry her,* 
he propofes the affair to her parents, (without whole content no marriage in this colony 
can take place); if they have no objection, thejr allow him to tarry with her one 
night, in order to make his court to her. At their ufual time the old couple retire 
to bed, leaving the young ones to fettle matters as they can; who, after having fate 
up a& long as they think proper, get into bed together alfo, but without pulling off 
their under garments, in order to prevent fcandal. If the parties agree, it is all very 
well; the banns are publifhed, and they are married without delay. If not they part, 
and poflibly never fee each other again; unlefs, which is an accident that feldom nap- 
pens, the forfaken fair-one prove pregnant, and then the man is obliged to marry her, 

under pain of excommunication J. .' _. 

■ • *The 

• 

* Inn# are fo called in America. t Benjamin Franklin. 

$ A gentleman fume time ago travelling upon the frontier* of Virginia, where thore are few fettlement*, 
wai obliged to take no bis Quarters one evening at a miferaMr. totem. rrtcMvc of a ne^ro or 
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The province of Maflachufets Bay, has been for fptne years part* I believe, rather 
on the decline# Its inhabitants have loft federal branches of trade, which they are net 
likely to recover again. They formerly Supplied not only Connecticut, but other 
parts of the continent, with dry goods, and received fpecie in return; but fince the 
introduction of paper currency they have been deprived of great part of this commerce. 
Their fhip trade is confiderably decreafed, owing to their not having been fo careful 
in the conftruttion of veffels las formerly ; their ftiheries* too have not been equally 
" fucecfsful: they have had alfo'a confiderablc number of provincial troops t in pay 
during the courfe of the prefont war, and have been burthenec! with heavy taxes. 
Thefe have been laid upon elutes real and perfonal. Some merchants in Bofton, I 
have been qredibly informed, pave paid near 40CI. fterling annually. — Affcflinenrs 
are made by particular officers, who, with the felect men, conflables, overfeers, and 
.feveral others, arc defied annually by the freemen, for the direction and management 
of each particular townlhip. 

There is lefs paper money in this colony than in any other of America; the current 
coin is chiefly gold and filver; and Bofton is the only place, I believe, where there ever 
was a mint to coin money. 

I was told of a very impolitic law in force in this province, which forbids any mafter 
or commander of a veffel, to bring ftrangers into the colony, without giving fecurity 
that they fhall not become chargeable to it. 

However, notwithftanding what has beeq faid, Maflachufets Bay is a rich, populous, 
and well-cultivated province.* 

I cannot take leave of it without relating a very extraordinary ftory, communicated 
to me by perfons of undoubted credit, as it further tends to illullrate the character aud 
manners of its inhabitants. 

Some years ago, a commander of one of His Majefty’s fhips of war being Rationed 
at this place, had orders to cruife from time to time, in order to protect our trade and 
diftrefs the enemy. It happened unluckily that he returned from one of his cruifes 
on a Sunday; and as he had left his lady'at Bofton, the moment fhe heard of the fhip’s 
arrival, fhe flattened down to the water’s fide, in order to receive him. The captain on 
•fending, embraced her with tendernefs and affc&ion; this, as there were feveral 
fpe&ators by, gave great offence, and was confidered as an act of indecency, and a 
flagrant profanation of the Sabbath. The next day, therefore, he was fummoned 
before the magiflrates, who with many fevere rebukes and pious exhortations, ordered 
him to be publickly whipped. The captain ftifled his indignation and relent inent as 
much as poflible, and as the puniflmienr, from the frequency of it,, was not attended 
with any great degree of ignominy or difgrace, he mixed with the beft company, was 
well received by them, and they were apparently good friends. At length the time 
of the Ration expired, and he was recalled ; he went, therefore, with feeming concern 


two* the family confided of a man and hi* wife, and one daughter about fixtten years of age. Being 
fatigued, he prrfently defired them to fhew him where he was to deep; accordingly they pointed to a bed 
in a corner of the room where they were fining. The gentleman was a little embarrafled, but being 
cxcefitvely weary, he retired, ha'f undreffed himfelf, and got into bed. After fomp time the old 
gentlewoman came to bed to him, after her the old gentleman, and latt of all the young lady". This, in 
a country excluded from all civilized fociely, could only proceed from fimplitity and innocence ; and indeed 
it t* » ^general and true obfervation that forms and observances become necelfary, antfarc attended to, in 

a art ion as manners become corrupt, and it is found expedient to guard agiiu& vice, itnd that defigp and 1 
ciMkof character, which, from the nature of things, will ever prevail in large and cultivated focictiea. 

\ BflpttLcn fix and (even thoufand, I believe. 

to 
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to take leave of his worthy friends, and that they might fpendone more h appy da y 
together before their final reparation, hi invited the principal magiffrates and feleft 
men to dine with him on board his /hip,* on the day of his departure. They accepted 
the invitation, and nothing could be more joyous and cohvivial than the entertain¬ 
ment whidh he gave them. At length the fatal mofetent arrived that was to feparate 
them ; the anchor was apeak, the fails were unfurls?, and nothing was wanting but 
the fignal to get under way *. The captain, after tjKing an affe&ionate leave of hi§ t 
worthy friends, accompanied them upon deck, where the boatfwain and crew were ’ 
in readinefs to receive them. He there thanked thei& afrefli for the civilities they had 
Ihown him, of which he {'aid, he {hould retain an,eternal remembrance, and to which 
he wifhed it had been in his power to have made a more adequate return.* One point of 
civility only remained to be adjufted between them, which, as it was in his power, fo he 
meant mod fully to recompenfe to them. He then reminded them of what had paffed, 
and ordering the crew to pinion them, had them brought one by one to the gang-way, 
where the boatfwain /tripped off their fhirts, and with a cat-of-nine-tails laid on the 
back of each forty ftripes fave one. They were then, amidft the {houts and acclama¬ 
tions of the crew, fhoved into their boats; and the captain immediately getting under 
way, failed for England f. 

The 12th of October I embarked on board His Majerty’s fhip the Winthefter, 
of fifty guns, Captain Hale commander, for the river Pilcataqua, in New Hamp/hire j 
and we came to an anchor there the next-day, after a pleafant paffage. 

The capital of this province is Portftnouth, which is fituated upon the river ; it .is an 
inconfiderablc place, and chiefly built of wood. Very little can befaid of the province 
of New, Hamp/hire, materially different from what has been faid of Maffachufets 
Bay. — The climate, produce, trade, government, religion, and manners of it are 
much the fame. — There are fuppofed to be about 40,000 inhabitants, 3 ,ooo militia, 
and 6 or 700 provincial troops. —There are only two miflionaries of the church of 
England, and one of thefe has lately applied to be removed to Rhode lfland. — The 
chief articles for exportation are fi/h, cattle, /hips, of which they annually build near 
200, and marts for the royal navy. Thefe are made of the white pine, and are, I 
believe, the fineft in the world, many of them being forty yards long, and as many 
inches in diameter. They never cut them down but in times of deep fnow, as it would 
be impoffible in any other feafon to get them down to the river. When the trees are 
fallen, they yoke ieventy or eighty pair of oxen, and drag them along the fnow. It 
is exceedingly difficult to put them firft into motion, which they call railing them; 
and when they have once affected this, they never ftop upon any account whatfoever 
till they arrive at the water’s fide. Frequently fome of the oxen are taken ill, upon 
which they immediately cut them out of the gears, and are fometimes obliged, I was 
told, to deftroy five or fix pair of them. — The forefts where thefe marts grow are 
referved to the crown, which appoints a furveyor of them, who is commonly the 
governor of this province. This is not the only expedient employed by government 
for'the prcfervationlol fuch trees as may be of ufe for the royal navy ; for there is an aft 
of parliament, I believe, which prohibits under pain of certain fines and penalties, the 

• This is ufually written “ under weighs” but I am extremely, doubtful of the propriety of the 
plirafe. 

f This ftory has lately appeared in one of the Engliih Newfpapcrs, told with much Humour, and with 
fome difference receding tlic occafion and mode of the captain’s punilhment. The author canijot take 
' upon himfelf to fay which account may be molt exaft, but he has chofcn to abide by that which he heard 
at Bollon. They' either of them ferve to characterize the people, and to anfwer the author’s purpofe in 
relating it. 

cuttinpr 
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cutting down ordeftroying of any white pinMfee of fpecified dimenfians, not growNf 
wi thin the boundaries of any townfhip, withott His Majefly’s licence, in any of the 
provinces of New England, New York, or»Wew Jerfey; a reflriCtion abfolutely 
neceffary, whether confiderfcd as fecuring a provifion for the navy, or as a check 
upon that very deftruCtive pradica taken from the Indians, of fire-hunting, it ufed to 
be the cuftom for large companies/ to go into the woods in thg winter, and to fet fire 
to the brulh and underwood in a {circle of feveral miles. This circle gradually con- 
trading itfelf, the deer, and other wild animals inclofed, naturally retired from the 
flames, till at length they got herded together in a very fmall compafs. Then blinded 
and fuffocated by the fmoke, anil fcorched by the fire, which every moment came 
nearer to them, they forced their way, under the greateft trepidation and difmay, 
through the flames; and were n® fooner got into the open day-light again, than they 
were (hot by the hunters, who flood without, and were in readinel's to fire upon 
them.--.The trees included within the circle, although not abfolutely burnt down, 
were fo dried and injured, that they never vegetated any more; and as the fire did 
■ not only contract itfelf inwardly, but dilated alio outwardly, and fometimes continued 
burning for feveral weeks, till rain, or fome accidental circumftance put it out; it is 
incredible what injury and devaluation it occafioued in the woods. — 1 was once a 
fpeCtetor of a fimilar fire in Virginia, which had happened through accident. Nothing 
could be more awful and tremendous than the fight. It ■ was of great extent, and 
burned feveral weeks before the inhabitants could fubduc it. They effected it at laft 
by cutting away the underwood*, in wide and long avenues, to leeward of the fire, by 
which it was deprived of the means of communicating or fpreading any farther. — In 
Virginia (and 1 believe the other colonies), there is an exprels aCt of affembly, paffed in 
the 12th year of his late Majdty, to forbid this- practice: 

The province of New Hamplhire, 1 was informed at Portfmouth, has grown rich 
during the war, by the lols of us own veffels, they having been commonly irifured 
above value. 

The currency here is extremely bad, not better than that in Rhode Illand. 

J laving travelled over lo large a trad of this vaft continent, before I bid a final 
well to it, 1 muft beg the reader’s indulgence, while I flop for a moment, and as it 
were from the top of a high eminence, take one general retrofpeCtive look at the 
whole. * An Idea, ftrange as it is vifionary, has entered into the minds of the 
generality of mankind, that empire is travelling weftward; and every one is looking 
forward with eager and impatient expectation to that deflintd moment, when America is 
to give law to the refi of the world. But if ever an idea was illuforyand fallacious, I 
aift fully perfuaded that this will be fo. 

America is formed for happinefs, but not for empire; in a courfe of 1,200 miles 
1 did not fee a fingle objeCt that folicited charity, but I faw infuperable caufes of weak- 
nefs, which will neceflkrily prevent its being a potent ftat& 

Our colonies may be dillinguilhed into the fouthem rod northern, feparated from 
each other by the Sufquchannah and that imaginary line which divides Maryland frtim 
Penfylvania. 

1 he fouthem colonies have fo many inherent caufes of weaknefs that they never can 
poffefs any real ftrength. The climate operates very powerfully upon them, and 
renders tnen\ indolent, inactive, and unenterprifing; tins is vifible in every line of 
* their character. I myfelf have been a fpeftator, and it is not an uncommon fight of a 
man Ilf fhr vigour of life, lying upon a couch, and a female ilaye ftandiog over him, • 
waftifig off ike fii s, and fanning mm, while he took his repofe. 
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Theffoutherni colonies (Maryland; which is the fmalleft and moft inconfiderable, alone 
excepted) w ill never be thickly feaied: for as they are not confined within determinate 
limits, but extend to the weftward indefinitely \ men, fooner than apply to laborious 
occupations, occupations militating with their difpofitions, and generally confidered too 
as the inheHtance and badge of flavery, will gradually^ retire weftward, and fettle upon 
frefh lands, which arefaiAalfo to be more fertile; whfre, by the fervitude of a negro 
"or two, they may enjoy all the fatisfaction of an eafy abd indolent independency: Jience, 
the lands upon the coaft will of courfe remain thin of inhabitants. 

The mode of cultivation by flavery is another infirmountable caufe of weaknefs. 
The number of negroes in the fouthern colonies is upon the whole nearly eq.al, if not 
fuperior, to that of the white men; and they propagate and in'ereafe even Falter.—Their 
condition is truly pitiable} their labour exceflively hard,* their diet poor and fcanty, their 
treatment cruel and oppre(five: they cannot therefore but be a fubjeft of terror to thofe 
who fo inhumanly tyrannize over them. 

The Indians near the frontiers are a ftill farther formidable caufe of fubje&ion. 
The fouthern Indians are numerous, and are governed by a founder policy Ciai. for¬ 
merly : experience has taught them wifdom. They never make war with the euiunifts 
without carrying terror and devaluation along with them. They foinetimcs break up 
intire counties together.—Such is the ftate of the fouthern colonies. 

The northern colonies are of ftronger ftamina, but they have other difficulties,and 
difadvantages to ftruggle with, not let arduous, or mjrp eafy to be furmounted than 
what have been already mentioned. Their limits being defined, they will undoubtedly 
become exceedingly populous: for though men will readily retire back towards the 
frontiers <?f their own colony, yet they will not fo eafily be induced to fettle beyond 
them, where different laws and polities prevail; and where, in fhort, they are a different 
people: but in proportion to want of territory, if we confider the propofitioa in a general 
and abftraft light, will be want of power: but the northern colonies have ftill more 
pofitive and real difadvantages to contend wirh. They are compofed of people of dif¬ 
ferent nations, different manners, different religions, and different languages. They 
have a mutual jealoufy of each other, fomented by confiderations of intereft, power, and 
afcendency. Religious zeal too, like a fmothered fire, is fecretly burning in the hearts 
of the different fe&aries that inhabit them, and were it not reftrained by laws and fupe¬ 
rior authority, would foon burft out into a flame of univerfal perfection. Even the 
peaceable quakers ftruggle hard for pre-eminence, and evince in a very ftriking 
manner that'the pafftons of mankind are much ftronger than any principles of 
religion. * . 

The colonies, therefore, feparately confidered, are internally weak; but it may be 
fuppofed, that by an union or coalition they would become ftrong and formidable: but 
an union feems almoft impoflible: one founded in dominion or power is morally fo: for, 
were not England to interfere*the colonies themfelves fo well underftand the policy of 
preferring a balance, that, I think, they would not be idle fpeftators, were any one of 
them to endeavour to fubjugate its next neighbour. Indeed, it appears to me a very 
doubtful point, even fuppoiiing all the colonies of America to be united under one head, 
whether it would be poffible to keep-in due order and government fo wide and extended 
an empire; the difficulties of communication, of intercourf#, of correfpondence, and all 
otuer circumftances confidered. • 

A voluntary affociation or coalition, at leaft a permanent one, is almoft as difficult to 
be fuppofed; for fire and water are not more heterogeneous than the different colonies 
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in North America. Nothing can exne^'|hp||^^.a|(td emulation which tfteypoffefs 
in regard to eadh other. The ia and N|w York nave in inokf 
hauftible fource of animofity, in their|^ufyfor the. trade. 6f 
Bay and Rhode Ifland are*not lefs inteirefted in that 
are a common fubjeCt of emulation to them all. Even the limits ahd l^i 
colony are a conftant fource of l/tigation. In fhort, fuch Is the difference of character, 
t pf manners, of religion, of inteijel^ of the different colonies, that i think, if j am not 
wholfy ignorant of the human mind, were they left to therafelves, there would foon 
be a civil war, from one end f>f the continent to the other; while the Indians 
and negroes would, with better reafon, impatiently watch the opportunity of ex¬ 
terminating them all together. * 

After all, however, fuppoffing what I firmly believe will never take place, a permanent 
Union or alliance of all the colonies, yet it coidd not be effectual, or productive of the 
event fappofed; for fuch 1 is the extent of coaft fettled by the American colonies, that it 
can never be defended but by a roaratirae power. America muft firft be miftrefs of the 
fea before foe can be independent or miftrefs of herfclf. Suppofe the colonies ever fo 
populous; fuppofe them capable of maintaining 100,000 men conftantly in arms, (a fup- 
pofition in the higheft degree extravagant), yet half a dozen frigates would, with eafe, 
ravage and lay wafte the whole country firam end to end, without a poftibility of their 
being able to prevent it; the country is fo interfered by rivers, rivers of fuch 
magnitude as to render it impofiible to build bridges over them, that all communication 
is in a manner cut off. An army under fuch circumftances could never a& to*ny pur- 
pofe or effeCt; its operations would be totally fruftrated. 

Further, a great part of the opulence and power of America depends upon her 
filheries, and her commerce with the Weft Indies; ,ftie cannot fubfift without them j 
but thefe would be intirely at the mercy of that power, which might have the foyereignty 
of the feas. I conclude therefore, that England, fo long as Ihe maintains her 
fuperiority in that refpeft, will alfo poffefs a fuperiority in America; but the moment 
Ihelofes the empire of the one, Ihe will be deprived of the fovereignty of the other: 
for were that empire to be held by France, Holland, or any other power, America, 
\jfil, in all probability, be annexed to it.-—New eftabliflunents formed in the interior 
parts of America, will not come under this predicament; I fliould therefore think it 
the beft policy to enlarge the prefent colonies, but not to eftablifo freflv ones; for to 
fup; ofe interior colonies to be of ui'e to the mother country, by bring a check upon 
thole already fettled, is to fuppofe what is contrary to experience, and the nature 
of things, viz. that men removed beyond the reach of power will b$ folJbrdinate to it. 

* OClober 20. I embarked again on board the Winchefter, for England: and 
arrived in Plymouth Sound die 21ft of November, after a rough and tempeiluous 
voyage. 
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TO GUAXACA', 


OF HIE SAME NiME, IN THE KINGDOM 
or MEXICO. 


iip^wipcputs JOSEPH TIIIERY *DE MENONV 1 LLE. 
K 

de Parliament, and ButamA. to the King. 
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t0 thc . minifter °f His Majefty at the head of the naval 
I hid laid of naturalizing the nopal and cochineal infe£fc in 
receiving with his approbation of my deflgn the means 
M M WI ywC cefs, I made all diligence to put this plan in practice. 

* or Port ‘ JU * 1,nnce > and at rived there after a paffege, 
*** rati glini g, of fixty-fix days. Tired and difgufled with the fea I 
'ffWW ** lor ‘he fpace of a month or two on fliore, a relaxation for 
;, 4 Kjmne apagired to me nccefiary towards my becoming acquainted with 
Pf^trating into the interior of the Spamlh territory bor* 
“f t0 France, whence I expeded to find a more ready convey- 
S Honduras. Alieady had 1 formed fchemes for proceeding 
any rate, for feckmg at the Cape an opportunity of reaching 
of the Afliento company, which pafs between that place ana 
frr flaves; but I could not difgutfe from myfelf that either of 
tided with inconvenience. 

might experience a tedious delay by waiting at the Cape till a 
“i Havannah. On the other hand, a journey to Santo Domingo 
ficalties to an individual unacquainted either with the roadsor 
>n.J SK8 * and naturalI X alarmed by the accounts he received of the 
ufCfrtg between the colonifts of the two nations, 
fog m opinion refpeding the moft prudent plan to adopt, when, 
ffortunafe events which, occafionally, in my travels, I was fo happy to 
feas relieved from all perplexity. ’ . 

jjfc * fowdfopt of Port-au-Prince was about to difpatch a brigantine to 
recovering the cargo ofa veffel which had been wrecked hi 

yfetllefs of the comforts I began to. enjoy fo a country vrtuch 
b%fee; difregarding the want even which I phytistty ex- 
jprefolved to avail myfelf of this opportunity. * Repairing, 

* The fame with Oaxaca, pronounced ’Hooah’-haca. 
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colour of the furrounding fea is a deep blue. The gneateft depth of water in this 

* . ‘“ v j i fa r tHat not the fntalleft craft dare venture to 

lai the fkirts of this ihallow we faw diftin&iy the 
UgfTthere was fifteen fathoms water. We imme- 
^ W. and faw a French veflel imitate us. We 
different tacks, £ rll N. W. and then S. W., 

fame point, with lefs or greater violence: 
ed falfc during the night, or whether the ihip 
the currents, we found ourklvts three leagues 
difiinguifhed the veflel belonging to 
and by it a boat leaving a covt ui 

e the fhoal; in fact, after tat king, 
tonio, foui ft«'<nicsbelow us. In the 
r view, but alter the lain the wind 

d blowing fioni the fouth-<aft, we di- 
e whole night we lan along tin toall, fttciing 
e winds were this day fo ad\cik that fpite ot 
ed to know where we were, but fuppoltd oui- 
to continue out of fight of it, we iteered S. E. 
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land three leagues dirt ant, but were uncon/cious 
R clearly, diflinguiflud a forry hamlet, coftipokd of a 
( mined to be Hatcyaouda. We now continued our 
>de*,rrtain and uuren top-gallants; ncvertheltfs, we weie 
‘ |h we had a highly pifturelque profpect in our unt 
Very lofty mountains, with fudden and pleafing m- 
effeft of Ihade, occafionally appearing perpendicular, 
we found ourlelves oppufite a very large mountain, 
ia whole coaft, bounded by fhoals, the whole diftance 
£; : ?f pears to be very unhealthy. 

fitountain the whoje night, for fear of pafling the 11a- 
was unknown to us, m ord«$ not to n^ar the land too 
!y /bunding. The wind, on this occafion, which 
h of t|l# currents, gave us conftant trouble, and much 

Ute hi^deile&cd nearly ten leagues towards the E. S. E. 
L * A remarkable object, the form of which is defcribed 
; This table is the annunciator of the Havannah, 
dnd is readily diftinguilhed by two hills, near to 
l»re*ft. We now unfurled all fails, and by nine 


tt«d the French flag; an inftant after we faw 
n of fort Moro. The vieto of the city, 
lar emotion. The cities of our colonies re* 

, . „ -a^eof filhermen's huts conftru&ed in lines} hut 

the fortreffes of the Havannah, its numerous domes, its lofty fteeples, the red tops of 
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its houfes, its high and white fcmtomgs, all give it the appearance of an European 
town, and powerfully awakened in me tfte recolleftion 

From the rampart we were dire£led, fhrough a fpe|ki% trurtipfe ; 

but the noife of the waves breaking againft the rocks, tib whiffing the wind, and 
the clamour of the crew, combined to prevent our compr^Cndmg ‘exa&ly tvfiat was 
prefcribed, and conf questly our obedience of the preTcripl^t;:£*y» allowing that the 
nijuft&ions had been fairly underftodd, as we could not Coftceivd the neceflity therri^ 
they yet would have been difregarded ; hence, partly from chance, partly from tjeiign,’ 
availing ourfelves of the wind and tide, which carried ns forWa#d through t hienarrow ft i-ait 
almoft in fpite of exertion, we fleered under full fail into the Uiptftii bf -the port i thus, 
by one of thofe adventurous darings, which are common perhaps to Frenchmen alone, 
we cut fhort many ceremonies. It is indeed true, had the ttomntan^fa of the fort 
been a man more inclined to form and feverity than tne one who fortunately'-for us 
was in flarion, we llmuld not have afted thus, without imminent rifk of a.few un¬ 
grateful lalutes from twenty-four poundei> 

The whole city aflembled to enjoy the fpedacle of a fbreign fliip entering the port 
without firit cafting anchor. The captain, who afterwards carried, ipe to Vera Cruz, 
was among the number: he told me that our temerity occafroned him the utmofl 
aflonifhment, and that ours was the only veffel which had ever made ib bold an attempt 
without having caufe for repentance. 

Be this as it may, beyond the Moro fort we were met by the barge of the captain of 
the pot 1 ?;' wi’k'np towards us with great fpeed, and whicft completed our pilotage to an 
anchoring: by him re were condudied into the bafxn, and placed in front of the 
government-houfe, under the cannon of the captain of the port. 

We had fcarcely call anchor before we were furrounded by a number of boats, in 
which were many idlers, and inquifitive individuals, who immediately boarded 1 us j 
four officers of thecuftoms came in the number, who were fucceeded by a major of the 
navy, with four foldiers from the fhip of the admiral of the port, a veffel of fixty-four 
guns ; finally, the aide-major of the place, with a ferjeant and four fufileers feconded 
thefe ; our brigantine was crowded, and refembled a prize; the officers of the con- 
tadors, and thoi'e belonging to the navy and the land fervice, feparately interrogated us, 
and received our .declarations in writing of the motives of our voyage. For mypart, 

I ftated that I was a botanift,and came with intention of herborifing. In reply tothecon- 
fequent queflion.if we had not plants in our own country? I acknowledged that we were 
not deficient in that refpeft, but that thofe of the Havannah had the creditedpoffeffmg 
fuperior virtues.* This, like all thofe reprefentations which ffatter vanity, 

attra&ed towards me a degree of confideration which was the mote augmented, when by 
a vifoofmy paffport, they noticed I was a regular phyfician : at mis inftabt alfo a 
paffenger fecretly, and in confidence, imparted to fome of the ^Spaniards thal I; was 
not only a phyfician, but one alfo of great eminence, who, however, wifhed;fo hide 
my abilities, fearful if they fhould become public, that I might Se impelled toejtercife 
thetn in the city : this communication much encreafed the refpe& 

feveral quarters. , . ' . •' 

While at anchor we.had notice given that we could not 
two guards belonging to the cohtador were left on board re¬ 
ceived from the governor, who was abfeht, and not expe^edtor^ura week 

fhould. pafs ; learning this, we refolved on addrefling a memoriaftp void • 

of expe&ation of any anfwer before the lapfe of Mk> days; We %ere cOnfe^dentiy 
obliged to arm ourfelves with patience. 

° One 
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One of our paflengers having ventured to land, and proceeded fo far as to pafs for 
the captain of thfc (hip, was dctcded in his impolture, and fent back under a guard of 
four mufqueteere. , 

This aft of imprudence Was nigh being of ferious injury to us: it caufcd us to be 
looked upon with fufpicion, and we in confequence were very narrowly watched; for 
three fucceffive nights I obferved their boats, which relieved pne the other every hour, 
( and were conftantly rowed round our fhip, foundingwilh graplings to determine whether 
or no any thing had been caft overboard; in the day-time alfo nothing was allowed to 
leave the fhip without being firft fubjed to the niceft fcrutiny. 

So little congenial with my feelings was this mode of life, that it caufed me to look 
upon our fhip as a prifon: the fancy had a powerful died on me ; and whether to this, 
whether to the thick and heavy air we breathed in the port, enclofed as it is by hills 
on every fide, the complaint was to be aferibed, 1 felt a violent head-ach, and breathed 
with great difficulty; fucceeded to thcfefymptoms a fever, with prognoses of a ferious 
diforder. I immediately had recource to a ftrict diet, and pedoral and refrcfhing po¬ 
tations ; and the very day wrote to M.Dorrira, the intendant of the port, to the Marquis 
de la Tour, the governor, and to Don Juan Davant, the King’s lieutenant, expofing in 
my letters that my profeffion was one which could give no room for fufpicion, and my 
ftate of health fuch as rendered confinement on board the Ihip not only very irkl'ome, 
but even dangerous; I reprefented to them, moreover, the perfualion 1 felt, from the 
high opinion held of them by the public in general, that, under the circumflances I 
detailed, they would offer no objection to iny requeit to be allowed to go on 'l.oro. 

By eight o’clock in the morning next day I difpatched my let' .s, and as early as nine 
I received a moft obliging and favorable anfwer from the intendant ; but already the 
King’s lieutenant, apprehenfive for my healtii., the injury I fudained, which had been 
confirmed to him, fent the aide-major of the place on board, to bring me on fhore, and 
offer me the houfe of one of his friends for iny refidence until I fhould recover. 

I immediately left the fhip, leaving my effects on board, fearful of the arrival of 
fome counter-order, and afterwards paid a vifit to the two gentlemen mentioned, for 
the purpofe of returning them my thanks. In M.Dorrira, formerly conful at Bour- 
dlaux,I noticed a highly prepoffefling phyfiognoiny, a ferious, but at the fame time mild 
deportment, accompanied by much affability, every appearance of a worthy character, 
and, finally, fomewhat of French in his manners. lie is a knight of the order of St. 
Charles; and, refpeding his deferts, his integrity, and benevolence, there exidsbut one 
and that a highly flattering opinion. Don Juan Davant is one of thofe, veteran and 

S allant military characters whom experience has rendered confummate in his duty, 
ill of franknefs, and poffcffed of that noblc-mindednefs which is almoft ever the. con¬ 
comitant of real bravery: he is brigadier of the armies, and general infpedor of the 
colony. 

Both thefe gentlemen received me in the moft handfome manner, begging my par¬ 
don even for their ignorance of my indifpofition : they proffered their fervices to me 
in every refped, and to confirm definitively the order for my landing, which hitherto 
had been but provifional. 

1 held a long difeourfe with the intendant on fubjeds regarding natural hiftory, 
commerce, and manufactures; on his part he related to me, with much gratification to 
himfelf, thc t fad of certain bees which had accidentally, been tranfported to the 
Havannah from Florida, having multiplied to fuch a degree as to produce a very 
important branch of commerce and taxation, and this in the very limited fpacc of fix. 
years. 


For 
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For the King’s lieutenant he made many enquiries refpeaing the population of our 
colony in St. Domingo ; its adlual ftrength in European foldiers, roldnial troops, and 
militia: he frankly expofed to me thofe »f the ifland of Cuba; and teftified a full con¬ 
fidence in the perpetuation of the alliance fubfifting between France and Spain. 

He was to obliging to admit my requell of being allowed to pay my relpctts to him, 
as alfo was the intendant 1 he even folicited me to make my vifits frequent, an invi¬ 
tation of which 1 availed myfelf with much fatisfaflion during my flay. 

On leaving them I took a lodging in an inn in the great fquare, where then the 
palace of government was building, and where already the office of accounts (conta- 
doria) had been completed. , 

The land air, liberty, the grateful reception I experienced, thefe combined had a 
very falutary influence on my health, which was almol^ inftantly evinced : three days 
were fufficient to efl'eft my perfect refloration. 

I then had opportunity of furveying the whole of the town and its environs, and 
began to augur favourably of my travels. 

On the return of the governor I haftened to pay my refpe£ts to him. The inten¬ 
dant had already acquainted him with my landing :• he received me with kindnefs, and 
granted me periniflion to herborife within the precindls of the city ; but while the ap¬ 
peal of humanity to his finer feelings ena&cd a grant of wider extenfion, the imperious 
obligation of the law forbade the allowance; he even in exprefs terms prohibited my 
advunqng farther inland than ten leagues from the city. > I returned him thanks in the 
molt corar&k~"V" ,,r for the licence I received, and nn f only, at my requeft, obtained 
leave to pay my reipeCu to him ; but, after taking coifee, was politely invited to dine 
with him-the fuccecding day. I found him furfounded by many perfons of rank, as 
well military as others, to whom he introduced me, and efpecially Don Luis Huet, 
direftor-gcneral of the engineers and of fortifications, whom he informed me was of 
French extraction. On my praifing a very beautiful fquirrel from Mexico, of which, 
as well as of a parrot, 1 begged bis periniflion to take a likenefs, he infilled on my 
accepting both the one and the other ; but this excels of liberality I declined. Shortly 
alter he made me withdraw into his cabinet to converfe refpecling France : his queftions, 
as well as his eafy and noble manners, {tamped him diflinctly a finifhed courtier: our 
converfation afterwards turned upon the arts. On this occafion he led me to an alley 
he had planted with trees, and which 1 had previoufly feen : I frankly imparted my dis¬ 
approbation of the manner in which the ground was laid out; and after giving my reafons 
why, in fuch*a burning climate, it ought rather to be covered with turf, he felt con¬ 
viction. The fta£e formed the next lubjedt of our dilcourfe: he (hewed me the defign 
for the curtain of the opera-houfe he had built, and on, the boards of which he had 
iucceeded in caufing the Didone of Metaftafio to be reprefented: the defign was a 
delicately flattering compliment paid the governor by the inhabitants, and one that, for 
an American city, might juftly be confidered of lively invention ; but the execution of 
the draught by no means correfpondcd. Phoebus was reprefent&l in the chariot of 
day* leaving the palace of the hours, and illuminatirg with his beams the city of the 
liavannah, perfonified under the figure of a female, feated at the foot of a tree, near 
the margin of the fea, and fronting the Moro caftle: fhe was crowned with towers and 
battlements, and relied her right hand on a (hield difpla' ing the arms of the city, while 
with the other fhc wantoned with genii. The fault in ihe execution chipfly confifled 
in the forced compliment intended for the marquis, and the confequent inappropriate 
'repvefentation of “ the gorgeous palace of the fun.” Here, the name of the governor 
being de la 'Pour, the fun was reprefented ifluing from a very iinall tower, the gate of 
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which, difproportionately ftnall, refembled more that of a dungeon than a per (a 
for the paffage of the radiant car of the fun, and its four impetuous courfers. I pointed 
out this di:fed to the governor, obi'erving at ( the time that feemingiy the painter was 
ignorant of the metamorphbfes of Ovid, and the pompous description of the palace of 
the fun, in that work beginning Regia Jolts crat . He fought excufe for the painter, 
and recommended me to go to the opera; at length L left jtim, greatly pleafed with 
, my reception, and perfectly caly refpeding my fojourn at Ilavannah. 

The following day I vifited the opera : the interior conftru&ed on the plan of that 
at Naples, is truly handlbnie, and poffeffes an aitiuefs and elegance peculiar to itfelf, 
ariling from the circumftance of the boxes being feparated from each other only by 
delicate baluftrades very wide apart: through every part of the houfe found is con¬ 
veyed dillindly ; and from evyry quarter there is a ported view of the ftage ; add to 
thefe, the pit has the advantage, uncommon in France, of feats for the fpedators. The 
opera Was performed in a manner, in my opinion, fuperior to any 1 had ever feen 
before. iEneas v r as reprefented by an Italian virtuofo, of exquifite voice, a mod elegant 
figure, and noble countenance, and, with thefe prepoffdfions in his favor, who 
thoroughly comprehended his part, and aded in the fir it ftyle: a Caftilian was the Dido 
of the piece, her confident a mulatrcfs, and Yarbe was given by a Spaniard: thefe 
three adors, a circumftance certainly not very common, alike fang with tafte and pre- 
cifipn, and admirably played alike the different charaders. This was the firft opera at 
which I had been prefent, where in lieu of the repeated thumps of a clumfy and noify 
truncheon, the time was led by a violin of extraordinary power and precifi-:.., played 
by the fecretary of the governor, which infpired the whole of '.he performers with an 
accuracy, a truth of expreflion, that rendered the harmony complete: through the 
whole piece I found no room for the flighted blame,® except on the introduction of a 
folo, intended no doubt to difplay the fuperior abilities of an exquifite violin, and which 
perfectly effected this end, but which at the fame time interrupted the concatination 
of the piece, and neceffarily caufed a diminution of interefl in it among the audience. 

However pleafed with the opera, with their comedia I w-as far from fatisfied ; fo many 
tilings in it occurred oppofite to the tafte and rules by which we are guided in France, 
mat I faw nothing but ridiculous defeCts, of which thefe are fomc fpecitnens : the name 
of God, of Jefus, of the Virgin, and of various faints occur in almoft every phrafe : 
the aCtors generally, but efpecially the women, never make their appearance without 
a rofary of beads; in every feene a duel is introduced; do two lovers meet, the fcab- 
bard muff of confequence be emptied, and between two parenthefes you.read {Saca la 
Spada) ; all pieces, whether comic or tragic, are not only comedtas , but comedias 
J'amofas, however wretched the piece, however defpicablc the author : to complete the 
picture, the titles of their pieces are ridiculoufly filly, as an inftance, La cabdlcra de 
Abfalon, The long hair of Ablalom. 

The comedia which fucceeded the opera, was of a Angular defeription :"a fingle a&or 
kills a dozen men,* women, and children, without the flighted refinance on their parts, 
and ranges them in a row as he ftabs them; the work complete, he calmly wipra his 
dagger on the upper leather of his fhoe; this feene, fo ftrange is the depravity of 
Spanilh tafte, was regarded as very fine. For my part, as it was carnival time, I 
imagined that this was an emblematic reprefentation of the horrors attendant on drunk- 
ennefs; but .enquiring of one near me, 1 learnt I was miftaken: ftill, notwithftanding 
what.[ have obferved, I have fince difeovered in their works of this kind abundance of 
wit, and many paffages remarkable for their fpirituality, delicacy, and gallant bearing., 
The author molt admired at prefent is Calderon de la Barca. 


The 
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The following day I again paid a vifit to the governor,'and fpoke to him of what 
I had feen, when the account I rendered appeared to give him great fatisfacKon. 

I prefented to him, as l had previoufly to the intenJant, a Jm'ail packet of feeds for 
the kitchen garden, and flower-feeds : th*fi. he divided, giving part to Don Luis Iluet, 
who dined with him that day; and, as I afterwards understood he was a planter, I 
begged his’acceptance of another packet: he exprefied with great civility the inclination 
he felt to form an acquaintance with me ; in confequence, i invited him to my apart¬ 
ments, and a few days after he came in his carriage to take me to his country-^oafe : * 
here I found his lady, a Genoefe of noble birth and extraordinary merit, one of his 
daughters, and an ofiicer of the artillery. .After break fait, we went into the garden and 
fewed all the feeds which I had prefented to him,: our pafiimc was truly a fedival, 
enlivened by gaiety, wit, well merited compliments, and the mod pleating convcrfa 
tion, in which chtc regard was maintained to decorum ; \in ihort, lo agreeably fjied the 
moments that we pad through' four hours of toil and fcarcely thought them one. 
After our gardening was fmifhed, a very delicate dinner was ferved up in the’ French 
foie : cards were then introduced ; and when we had taken a walk through the planta¬ 
tion. we returned to town. 

This villa is fituatc under the cannon of Fort Principe, which was planned by Don 
Luis fluct hir.ifelf; and the works of which he pointed out to me with as much con¬ 
fidence as if we bad been for years acquainted : the foil is ftony and dry ; dill manive, 
called by the Spaniards yacca, is cultivated here; and fuch is the induftry of,the 
proprietor of the ground, that its produce* yields an annyal revenue of three thoufand 
piaders/^** 

Don Luis Iluet is a »..in in high efleem for ability in his profdfion, as well as for 
his partiality to literature. With the confidence of the court he enjoys the refpett of the 
people; and his rank of colonel, places him in a condition to look forward to a Hill more 
diftinguifhed appointment. 

His houfc was that where I mod frequently vifited at the Havannah. Occafionally I 
went to pay my refpefts to the governor, the intendant, and the King’s lieutenant: 
the rod‘of my time was employed in botanical excurfions round the town, in dudying 
the Spanifli language, and pondering on the mod material, the chief obje£t of my 
travels. 

Still I mud confefs time flew with leaden wings during my day at the Hayannah, a day 
of more than fix weeks. 

The promife of the exterior of the city of the. Ilavannah is belied by its internal 
appearance, vfhich has little in it pbafing ; its length is about a mile and a half 
(1240 toifes) ; its’breadth three quarters of a mile (600 toifes) ; its fite is on a rocij 
on th6 La fide, and its form a femicirde, or rather fcmiellipfis, the greater diameter 
being along the fliore ; the houfes are all of them built of done, from one to three 
dories high ; it contains four very extenfive fquares, which however are only half 
finifhed, poflefs little fymmetry, and are covered every where with rybbifh ; the dreets 
are regular and draight, but narrow, with a foot-pavement on each fide, and an 
unpaved road in the tnidd, in which two carriages can fcarcely pafs abread; as the 
city is on a dead level, tiic water frequently dagnates on the rock, in which deep ruts 
have on progrefs of time been formed by the wheels of carriages ; a plan has been 
propofed for. repairing the road, paving it, and giving it*a (lope; but the mode of 
paving projected, a fpecitncn of which 1 faw in fome of the dreets near*the govern- 
ment-houle, is too fingnlar to pafs unmentioned. The material employed is bloc,ks of 
iron .wood, fen inches iquare, connected with other blocks longitudinally laid like a 
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floor; the folidity of this pavement is fuch, that notwithftanding the reads thus made 
have been travelled over for two years by a vpft number of carriages, no trace on the 
wood of any wheel is feen, nor have the blocks in any part been aifturbed from their 
original pontion. Should the plan be carried into effett, and the whole city be thus 
paved, it will difplay a veVy curious and fpecial Angularity. Towards the land fide 
the Havannah is not ftrong, as it is defended merely by a Ample curtain, 1 flanked by 
baftions, and almoft in every part without a ditch, owing to*the immenfe labour requi¬ 
site to. excavate the rock; it is however now fecured from any attack on this fide by 
the Fort del Principe, built eight hundred toil'es (nearly one mile) in advance, on an 
eminence which ftretches to the town: on the fide next the fort it is inacccflible. The 
port, one of the moil beautiful and fpacious in the world, is a bafon nearly circular, 
which receives feveral fmall rivers; it runs a league in depth from the neck to the 
extremity; the entrance is protefted on the town fide by a fort, oppofite to the wall 
and fides of three baftions, which, placed one above the other in tiers, command the 
anchorajre in the road; on each of the flanks of thefe baftions there are commonly 
mounted eighteen twenty-four pounders: on the fide fronting the country, a wall built 
on a rock, till the arrival of the Englifh before it, confidered impregnable, defends 
the entrance of the port; the Cavana, another fortrefs newly conftru&ed above the 
wall, commands both the port and city, and its fire croffes that of Fort del Principe; 
finally, two other fmall forts at the bottom of the port, two tiers of guns on low 
batteries beneath the wall, the Cavana along the fliore, and a battery level with the 
water, render this city extrepely formidable: it is fuppofed that its different defences 
mount altogether eight hundred pieces of cannon, chiefly twp”t-- c -... "pounders. 
Never will it be attempted on the part of any nation to fore- the gut, for fuch an 
attempt would be madnefs: two Englifh frigates which ventured the hazardous enter- 
prize during the fiege of the place, were in tonfequencc funk: nothing more beautiful 
than the appearance of the forts can poffibly be imagined, their conflrudion being on 
the mod profufely expenfive feale. The only recommendation of the houfes of the town 
is a certain air of grandeur, large gates and courts, wide windows proje&ing two feet over 
the ftrect, fupported on pilafters, heavy balconies of wood covered with tiles on the 
upper (lories, paliffades of wood coarfely faftened, and of enormous fize, all thefe give 
fomewhat heavy, fombre, and repulfive to the look of the houfes; internally they 
have commonly a vafl court furrounded by Gothic arcades, large, and in the Moorifh 
ftyle; the gallery formed by thefe, communicates with large but ill-difpofed apart¬ 
ments badly fumifbed the doors and windows of them refembling thofe of a fort or 
dungeon, as much by the thicknefs of the portals as by their Gothic *ftru£ture. In 
jhe veftibule, or in the chief apartment of the houfe, it is common t6 have the arms of 
the family blazoned in manner of trophies, an ufage derived from the time of chivalry, 
which if occafionally it be but vain parade yet again oftentimes ferves to excite true 
bravery and a fpirit capable of any daring enterprize. The houfes of the lower orders 
have rarely any flat ceilings, and all, even thofe belonging to people in eafy circumflances, 
inftead of being favoured with wood, or fquares of tile or ftone, have merely an earthen 
floor, which by its preferving humidity, I found of injurious effects to health. \Vnh 
the wealthy, the furniture of the rooms is of wood partly gilt, curtains of crimfon 
damafk with gold fringe, and forne japanned works, paintings, and glafs Juflres. The 
beds are very Ample, and do pier-glafles or other mirrors are feen, no inlaid work of 
wood for flaunt, and neither carpets or tapeftry, in fhort nothing correfponding with 
the (umptuoufity or elegance of French apartments. The Spaniard is as modeft in 
hiailweliing as he is fober in his mode of living; the Englifh have taught him the 
. method 
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method of cooking certain difhes, and the ufe of different pieces of furniture; of the 
talents of the difciple, a judgment may readily be formed by reflexion op who were his 
mailers. 

The men wear coats of the French fafldon, but the cut of the body is fo Ihort, that 
the pockets, arc nearly under the arm; above this coat, generally of cotton or taffity, 
a cloak is worn of buradilli or camblet; thofe who feek to render themfelves con- 
fpicuous, wear a blue or Icarlet cloak, embroidered or trimmed with gold; this is a 
fumptuofity, however, not within the compafs of every one, as fuch a cloak cofts five 1 
hundred piatters ; ftill thofe of the height of falhion decline wearing it, preferring the 
French drefs. The hair, which is rarely feeii powdered or frizzled, is enveloped 
in a net, and covered with a broad brimmed hat. «Such is thp drefs of the men. 

The women feldorn wear gowns, but almoft always are dreffed in *a corfet and 
petticoat, with an apron of gauze or muflin, and a *few ribbands; they wear no 
powder, nor is their hair frizzled, but braided and turned up, or worn in chignon 
under their cap; to this is added, attached above the hair, a fprig of rue or abfynthum. 
Their ornaments confift of croffes, rings, gold necklaces, and large bracelets of 
maffive gold, that weigh a quarter of a pound. Happy (he who wears a bracelet on 
her left wrift ! but how much happier if one on each ! She amufes herfelf conflantly 
in fattening and detaching them, as well as in pulling off and drawing on her glove, 
and all for the purpofe of attracting attention to her beautiful and well turned arm. 
French women paint: for the Spanifh ladies they have a black patch of a round or 
oval forwi 'Jt each temple ; thefe at night are removed, and white patches are fubftituted 
(which pretty wt,. Table a plaifter); in the morning, they wear inttead the leaf of 
an orange tree. 

Few hafidfome women, and ttill fewer who had pretenfions to elegance, were feen 
by me at the Havannah ; they never go abroad, but in the morning to mafs, and the 
evening for a ride, hence they are not to be feen either in the ftreets, fhops, or any 
public room. Conftantly fhut up in their own apartments, the pleafure of enjoying 
an airing out of the city is the only enticement can induce them to leave them. This 
indeed is their favourite pleafure, nor is it coftly ; four hundred piatters for a coach* 
man, a hundred and fifty fora mule, five hundred for a chaife, in all about a thoufand 
piatters pay every expence ; hence the city fwarms with carriages. Even the meaneft 
clerk drives his chaife ; and it is as common to prefent one to a miftrefs, as in France a 
box of fweetmeats. 

It mutt further be obferved, that in no part of the world is money fo plenteous as at 
the Havannah. It circulates in taiigas, relembling thofe bags of a hundred piftoles in 
courff? at Paris; and the counters of the officers of revenue arc covered with piles of 
reals of plate, which they exchange for hard dollars with Angular difpatch. 

The markets are plenteoufly fupplied with every kind of provifion, but efpecially 
vegetables, which are quite as good as in France; fifli and turtle are extremely cheap; 
beef fells at a real the four pounds; excellent mountain and tent w,ne at two rials 
the bottle; indeed, no town in America is better fumifhed with means of good living, 
or at a more reafonable rate. This advantage is to be attributed in great meafure to 
the divifion of the real into quartillos of tin, for nothing is more favorable to oeconomy 
than fmall coin. 

The trade - of‘Havannah and Mexico is in the hands of the' Catalans, whofe commonly 
a&ive, laborious, enterprifing and perfevering difpofition, have acquired* for many of 
them confiderable fortunes; they are in confequence an object of envy to Spaniards at 

5 is 2 large, 



764 


BE MENONVILLE’S* TRAVELS TO GUAXACA. 


large, who feekto difguife this feeling under the veil of contempt, anaiTumed fent imen 
as little commendable as that which is the real one. For one Cadilian engaged in trade 
there are thirty'Catalans. Intoxicated with fuccefs, however, they prayed for exclufive 
privileges, a kind of monopoly but too common in Spain. They had propofed, as fpe- 
culators, to fupply the colony altogether with wines from Malaga and Alicanj at a real the 
bottle, whereas the actual price is two reals; but their petition was rejected; as ltwas accom¬ 
panied by areqncft of being the only ones allowed to introduce and fell the commodity. 

• . Thp articles of trade are iron, linen, iron ware, filks, clocks and watches, wines and 
fpices. 

At the I-Iavannah, as in Mexico, little other is feen than Brittany linen, the coai-fed of 
which fells at a dollar the vara *. The iron ware is all of it imported from Germany ; 
the clocks anti watches from England ; the lmall quantity of Iudianas and Perfianas con- 
fumed, which are.not from the fabrics of Mexico, are derived from France. The 
Genoefe for whom the Spaniards evince great partiality, furni/h them with all filk 
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neither at Havannah nor at Vera Cruz can blue paper be procured : I wanted fome 
quires to dry my herbs between, but was only able to procure a few lheets in which cer¬ 
tain goods had been inveloped, and wiiich, notwithflanding, I was charged for at a very 
extravagant rate. < 

Neither at the Havannah npr m any part of America is luch a tiling known..*: j a pub¬ 
lic promenade planted with trees. M. le Marquis de la Tour to form one 

round the ramparts, but it did not fuccced, and nothing but trie walk remains unshel¬ 
tered ; another, attempted at an earlier period, and planted with orange trees', is likewii'e 

gone to ruin. ’ . ... 

The Havannah contains about twenty-five thoufand inhabitants. The whole popula¬ 
tion of the ifland, including negroes and mulattoes, does not exceed a hundred and 
fixty-fix thoufand fouls, according to the datement in polleflinn of the governor which 
I faw; and from a French engineer from Vera Cruz, who had lived a length of time at 
l^exico, I learnt that all this valt empire of Spain, in America, contains no more than a 
million inhabitants. 

At the time I was there the Havannah contained no more than three thoufand regular 
troops, there was, however, in addition to thefe,a body of militia, excellently difcipiined, 
confiding of fixteen hundred men. ^ b 

Not a tingle church did I obferve worthy an account of its architecture to be noticed; 

1 r _ 1 I 1. . ..n dn i.lr <~l 1 ■ II n t~ lit if/ 111 lift f lt/i t«i .rllf- nti < t ...Ill, 


wic.uutvi.j —...., r - 0 - ...—euly disfigured by 

the utter abfcnce of all proportion; though profufely covered with gildings, thefe were 
at the fame time eluded, if the term be applicable, in the molt revolting and iuperflitious 
confufion: not one of theft? chapels but will have cod upwards of ten thoufand pullers, 
and in every church arc at lead thirty or forty. At this time the church of the Jefuits, 
defigned for a cathedral, is nearly complete; on furveying it you would imagine before 
you a druCture of the ninth century. 

Each of the thirty churches contained within the city, has feven or eight brotherhoods, 
who arc coadanily making procellions out of number, but thefe mod efpecially at the 

* A meafure fomewhat Uf* than a yard Englilh, 
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period of carnival. At this time, (the ceremonies on which occafion I had before noticed 
in France and St. Domingo,) at this titm, I fay, there could not have bpen here lefs than 
three thoufand proceffions: nothing could be feen but proceffions, and no other talk or 
noile was hcgrd but of which tliel'e were the caufe or theme. They we re everlafting, 
from morping to night, general proceffions, and proceffions of individuals, of parifhes, 
communities, and of every brotherhood : the members of thefe patroled the ftreets with 
lanterns, deafening the ear with the difeordant notes of hoarfd baffoons, and twanging 
guitars, and driving the god of lleop from every eyelid as Jong as they lafted ; finally 
were proceffions of every father of a family, followed by his wife, his children, and 
domeftics, who, chaplet in hand, repaired to their particular chapels. 

Every houfc has its chapel, at which each month a particular feftival is ce¬ 
lebrated. * 

The feftival of the dedication of the different churahes, and ftill more particularly 
that of their i’everal patrons, are grand celebrations: the evening before by nine o’clock 
the ftceple is illuminated, and a grand concert is given, to which it is ufuai to llften from 
the roofs of the neighbouring houfes., The fucceeding day this fame ftceple exhibits a 
variety of ltreamcrs of different colours; the body of the church is filled with tapers to 
fuch extreme as not badly to reprefent a fiery furnace, through the aides of 
which bad mufic is badly heard, but in which alfo fplendid offerings are made. 

The bifhopric of the Ilavannah reputedly produces forty thoufand piaflers. Don 
Fuiano Eel? .varia, who is the prefent incumbent, is apparently high in favor at court. 
He c.>t^l an J er to be publifhed which bore for, title “ Eneuentra il execrable 
crimen de>'osf «?te!MSaiidiftas,” againft the execrable crime of ftnuggling. I could not 
refrain afking a prioll'oi my acquaintance, who happened to be his fecretary, if fuch an 
offence w f as entitled execrable w,hat epithet was in referve for the crime of treafon? but 
my q licit ion r emained unlolved. 

Nothing can be conceived more rigid than the ordinances againft, nor more harfh 
than the piinifhtnents for ftnuggling, fince the very firft delinquency detected renders 
both body and goods of the culprit liable to confiscation. Notwithftanding this, nothing 
is more common than contraband traffic : all alike purfue it: burghers, priefts and 
foldiers. Does a veffel arrive? it inftantly fwarms with faces utterly unknown, and 
vhofe only bufinefs is to inform you, that fuch and fuch articles are prohibited, and 
oflicioufly and out of pure good will to render you the fervice of convc-ying furrepti- 
tioufly on fhorc your boxes of gold lace or other unlicenfed articles of import j nor pre- 
fuiric to fliew or entertain the lead miftruft: an infidelity in inftances of this kind is 
a matter uniicar/1 of, fo readily are ail in league to evade a law fo barbarous and 
unjuft. 

Falfe coining is punifhed by the ftake. 

In fliort, every thing is either farmed or otherwife monopolifed, which multiplies not 
©nly the temptation but the neceflity of ftnuggling. 

The baker of Havannah is obliged to buy a liccnfe to profecute his trade, for which 
he pays a hundred piafters to government. 

Paper, gunpowder, wine, tobacco, all are farmed throughout the whole of Mexico, 
and what is ftill more fingular, ftill more odious, the tobacco and cacao grown in one 
province are prohibited articles in auother. On the miferablc, and, verily, moft miferable, 
fhores of Yucatan, I have feen the trade for boats, cables, cordage, and even hammocks 
exclufivdy engroffed by farmers und"- the government. , 

Thus it is, by erroneous calculations, that the Spanilh government annihilates the com- * 
merce, the population, and comforts of its fubjeSs; hence flow difeouragement, in¬ 
activity 



766 Dfe MENONVILLE’S TRAVELS TO OJJAXACA. 

* 

a&ivityand wretchedne&, the infallible precursors of weaknefs, uncleanlinefs, diforders, 
and death. v 

To thefe caufes, no doubt can be entertained, is the endemial leprofy of Carthagena, 
mentioned by the Abbe Raynal, to be afcribed.* Already has it fpread to the Havannah, 
where a leper-fpital has been conftru&ed for the reception of a hundred and fifty 
patients: in this very fpital are at the fame time admitted fuch as are afili&ed with 
venereal complaints. I made a vifit to it in company with a phyfician of the country* 
but confefs the fight filled me with horror, and that I had need of great exertion, and 
the prefervative of a flalk of ftrong vinegar, with which I took care to be provided, to 
qualify me to Support the difgufl by which my fenfes were afiailed. The management 
of the hofpital is but indifferent, for, though Surrounded with walls, the doors are con- 
ftantly kept ojien in the day time, and the fick are perpetually going in and out, 
without any reftri£tion evqn from their traverfing the whole of the city. 

Though France can boaft of but little commerce with the Havannah, it is much to be 
apprehended that this frightful malady may eventually be introduced into her colonies; 
to effect this but little intercourfe is required, and communication to a certain extent is 
continuous. I could not look on a negrefs whom I faw at Port au Prince, and who 
was completely covered with an elephantiafis, without fhuddering at once with pity and 
horror : I faw the poor wretch, abandoned by her owners, begging through the llreets 
and markets, where thoufands of Haves were liable to receive the infe&ion; and cannot 
refrain from obferving, that much greater attention than is, ought to be paid to 
the prevention of thofe terrible confequcnces, to which this and fimilar occurrences 
might lead. 

For want of wells, all the houfes at the Havannah have ciftenisi Two of the Squares 
are adorned with fountains which ftream forth water cqndufted by Subterranean chan¬ 
nels from a fmall river, the courfe of which is'defended by the Fort del Principe, fo that 
an enemy would be unable to cut off this Supply from the city, in cafe of a fiege, without 
firft taking the citadel. 

The air of the city is generally pure and healthy; the winds from the north, which 
prevail throughout half the year on the coaft, cool the atmofphere to that degree that I 
alMLys felt cold at night, and even in the morning, until by ten the fun’s warmth dif- 
perfed it, railing the thermometer of Bourbon, to five or fix degrees above the freezing 
point. 

Already had fix months elapfed fince my arrival at the Havannah, during which I 
had inceflantly been tormented with the defire of completing my enterprize: the time 
appeared to me in confequence intolerably tedious. I delayed thus long the profecution 
of my plan merely to prevent my becoming fufpe&ed by a people naturally jealous and 
miftruftful, and whofe eyes wese conilantly upon me: the better to lull fufpicioii re- 
fpe£ting the real obje£t of my refearches, I conilantly affe&ed the heedleffnefs'of a man 
intent on harborizing; but, at length, weary of the ftate of incertitude in which I lived, 
and yielding to the jmpulfe which directed me to Vera Cruz, I began to think ferioufly 
of the means of reaching that city. 

I thought it prudent Hill to ufe ftratagem, and pretending to be aduated by that 
volatility and inconftancy of difpofition, oftentimes with fo litue propriety afcribed to 
Frenchmen, and which occafionally is fo favourable a cover to deep defigns, I feigned 
to be overcome with ennui from my long ftay at the Havannah, and the too narrow 
limits prel'cribed me as a botanift. I readily obtained belief, and met with commifera- 
tion; qnd by this trick partly, and partly by a fortunate occurrence of which 1 availed 
tnyfelf, l Succeeded to the height of my wilhes. 

. ii 
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One day Don Manuel Feliz Ruick, the fa&or of the Affiento company, at whofe 
houfe I had twice before been to obtain ^change for fome joes *, enquired if the report 
he had heard was true of my being a pupil of Mr. Juffieu. On my fatisfying him in the 
affirmative, he informed me that he himfelf had been fecretary to Don Antonio Uloa, 
one of the literary charafters difpatched by the King of Spain, in company with our acade¬ 
micians to Peru ; that he had been very intimate with him; and on account of his intelli¬ 
gence and focial virtues, that he had a more tender regard for him than any man alive. 
This fubjeft of our converfation gave room for my obferving, that Ialfo fhould have beea 
delighted with an opportunity of vifiting Peru; but that, as my time was limited, and 
my means deficient for this purpofe, I fhould feel much pleafure if any chance fhould 
enable me to travcrfe Mexico. Don Ruick inftanrly tendered me his fervice towards 
procuring me the facility of making this journey j he was already highly interefted in 
my favor from my intimacy with Mr. Juffieu, proroifed me letters for Don Antonio 
Uloa, at that time general of the fleet at Vera Cruz, and generoufly proffered to become 
my furety in a bond of a hundred thoufand dollars. 

This, certainly, was a very lucky incident, and a handfome progrefs towards the ef¬ 
fectuation of mydefigns; but this was not all; I yet feared left the governor fhould objeft 
to grant me a paffport, notwithftanding he had promifed he would upon the inclination 
I expreffed of feeing a country, in the praife of which he was no lefs lavifh than the reft 
of his countrymen, prone to think well of their poffeffions. I perhaps miftrufted him 
unjuftly, but certainly not without fome grounds for my fear; as, amid the careffes and 
kindn^J experienced from Don Lues Huit and hi$ lady, I was able to trace a 
fund of cuTtofity'jki.nd was fubjedk to queftions, natural enough in themfelves, and 
efpecially fo coming froSi a woman. 

1 communicated my doubts,to Don Ruick, which he eafily difperfed, and even 
promifed to fpcak on the fubjedt the fuedeeding day, to the Marquis de la Tour. 

I now made preparation for my departure, without communicating my intentions to 
any one breathing, not even my hoft : the packet for Vera Cruz was to fail in three 
days time, and fhort as the notice, 1 refolved not to mifs the opportunity before me. 

The next day was Sunday, a day on which the governor holds a levee at his palace. 
The fuperior officers, on this occafion, the municipal officers of police and finance, 
repair to the palace between the hours of ten and eleven. The governor grants them 
audience, and receives their refpedts in the government hall: it may fafely be faid that 
if this cuftom eftablifhes, and reminds the courtiers of fubordination. it leffens the 
humiliation which the high fpirited man, loft in the crowd, mull feel at being obliged to 
render homage to individuals undeferving cither of affection or efteem; for this levee 
alfo furnifhes an occafion for foliciting and obtaining trifling favours, and for expediting 
affairs of little moment which would only tend to perplex or clog thofe particular 
audiences held for matters of graver import. 

This was the firft time of my being prefent at a fimilar audience, and the objedk of 
my attending it was to folicit my paffport; but finding here Don Manuel Ruick, who 
repeated the promife he had made me of fpeaking himfelf on the fubjedt to the Marquis 
de la Tour, I judged it expedient to leave the management of my folicitation with him, 
and withdrew, well fatisfied with the profpedts before me. 

In the afternoon the militia cavalry was to be reviewed: I faw the Marquis in company 
with Don Luis Huet, and both bent to me with great civility; this appeared to me of 

• 

* A Portuguc-fe coin value 35s, ad, the price of Englifh liandard gold being 37a. to^d. the ounce troy. * 
•Than*. 
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good omen* and I haftened to the government houfe. ^afeonded the (lens I met 
Don Luis who wps leaving the hall, and who enquired if { repaired thither in view of 
afking any favor $ 1 anfwered in the; affirmative, infoaming hud cif as much as was pro* 
per of my defign: upon this he proffered to laccompanytne fp feqpnd myrequcft, at 
the fame time adding, he tho'ught his interpofition would not be needed: in. confequence 
I thanked him for his politenefs, and took my leave of him. ( 

I waited but little ere the governor approached towards meewith that benignant look 
his features commonly wore, and enquired what my wilhes? I took the liberty of 
reminding him of the promife he had made of granting me a paffpert for Mexico; and 
ftated I had come for the purpofe of obtaining it. He gave it me at the inftant, and 
without making it dear, as is but too common with his equals, by thoufands of dif¬ 
ficulties and delays; he merely told me he was fearful I might not eventually meet 
with that gracious reception from the viceroy of Mexico' which he himl'elf defired ; 
concluding with wilhing me fuccefs on my voyage. I thanked him for his kindnefs, 
and after'paying my refpe&s withdrew. This excellent man remained a long time in 
the vefttbule to fee me depart; and when on the laft flair of the flight of fteps 1 turned 
again to make my laft faiutation, I had the fatisfa&ion to fee him return it, teflifying 
by his features ana gefture the interell he took in my welfare. Men in place! how 
eafy is it for you to engender love and veneration! whence can you ever choofe to be 
diffant, harfh, and rude ? 

In poffeffion of iny paffport the livelinefs of my joy was proportioned to the in¬ 
quietude I had felt refpe&ing the poffibility of my procuring it; folded in my racket I 
kept it as the deareft treafure, and woe to him fhould dare to le-froin my pof¬ 
feffion ! That it might be perfectly fecure I flew to place it in*iafoty ; I haftened light 
as air to Don Ruick, who gave me his letters for Don Antonio Uloa; I embraced 
him while I allured him of my devotion and {gratitude, and returned to my holt to fup 
with a feeling of contentment which defies expreffion. Then only did I (peak of tny 
departure: though apparently grieved to lofe me, as he reckoned upon my longer 
flay, mine hoft yet condefcended to lhare the joy I expreffed, and gave me letters for 
a merchant at Vera Cruz, and a fettler at Tbeulchiftan, on the road to Mexico. 

jfrhad now to treat for my paffage: the matter of the packet would rake no lefsthan 
a hundred hard dollars; the demand was exorbitant, but it was vain to reafon, his 
avarice was inflexible: to all my arguments he oppofed a truly Spanilh phlegm and 
gravity, and coolly pocketed my money without once taking his cigar from his mouth. 
We were to have failed the following day, but his departure was procraftinated three 
days longer, during which I made my farewell vifits. 

At length, on the nth March 1777, w.e went onboard, and weighed anchor at 
efght in the morning, fainting the city and the feven citadels with one gun. 

What then, and at all limes teemed to me incredible* was the fmall number of vef- 
fels in this famous port; during the fix weeks of myftayl noticed too more than fifteen 
of from eighty to two hundred tons, including tfie packet from Vera Cruz, 
and in this latt port, though I remained there afterwards ten weeks, I faw no greater 
number. 

With what pleafure, as I left the port, did I contemplate thole tiers of batteries, 
the citadels and forts which line the approaches to the Havannah, and the innumerable 
mouths of thundering cannofi with which they are fumifhed! On my arrival I fancied 
them all directed againtt me, all pointed towards the prevention of my lcheme of 
’ obtainjpg the cochineal infeft: how much then mutt 1 nor have fek elated! hart grate¬ 
ful the ielfopplaufe I enjoyed, at having had the temerity of braving, and the great good 
• fortune 
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fortune of avoiding their^ te&ibly menacing rows! No} when the Engiilh captured 
this important plaa^^l^^^perieDoed* no higher fatisfa&ion at thcij- fuccefs. Like 
them, I thought I held of Mexico: ail future obftacles vaniflied from my fight, 

and already I poffeffedinidea the precious treafure which I fought. 

The venel on board of which I failed was a brig of fixfy feet keel, called the Vera 
Cruz Packet: it carried four carronades, two cannon, and a crew of nine perfons: 
we had fcarcely left the fbrt before a twelve-oared cutter, rowing towards us, hailed 
us on the part of the ^vetlndrt - what was my conftcmation! I inftantly imagined that,* 
repenting of having fiiifered my departure, the marquis had fent orders for my being 
relanded : this apprehenfion threw a deadly pale over my countenance, and occaftoned 
fuch a trembling in my frame that, had 1 been obfcrved, I fhould neceflarily have been 
taken fora criminal. Dei, deaque! quam male ejl extra tegem vivenilbut, quidquid 
mrucruntfemper expe&ant. 1 was however quit from,the panic I experienced: the 
million of the cutter was merely to deliver letters on the part of the governor for Vera 
Cruz. 

The fky was ferene, a favouring wind rippled the eafy fea, and the veffel was an 
excellent failer: we kept in with the coaft, ftecring as clofe to the weft as poffible, 
and at day-fall were already eighteen leagues from the city. 

The wind encreafed during the night, and veered from S. W. to E. S. E.: we loft fight 
of land, and by noon on the 12th March were parallel with the fhoals which bound Cape 
Sant Antonio From the period of our dpparture we had conftantly run fix knots an 
hour vjjib ali tails let. In the afternoon ’the fea which Jiad been very rough became 
more calm, and i '» furface was entirely covered by thofe molufcm, called by Tailors, 
(galores); we faw feveicil large trunks of trees which had floated down the Mifiiflippi 
into the Gulf of Mexico, and which by the currents of the Bahama ftreights had been 
fped hither. I had before remarked others fimilar on the coaft of Cuba, where they 
had been call by a tremendous ftorm from the north : among thefe was one which 
exceeded a hundred and twenty feet in length, and of a diameter fo confiderable that, 
although on fhnre, I was unable to afeend it otherwile than by the branchy end. 1 
conjectured from the nature of the knots on the tree that it belonged to the family of 
pines of the larch kind: from time immemorial the whole coaft of Vera Cruz has been 
covered with them ; and Tome are fo completely buried in the fand, which cncreafcs in 
this port daily, that nothing now but the roots are feen. Thefe trees are dangerous, 
no doubt, to approach iq. fhe night, but they ferve as refting places to an infinite 
number of aquatic fowl, who find rich pafture in the fea, infe&s which engender on 
them, and fhe Jhell fifh, which, as to rocks, fallen on the trunks, roots, and 
branches. 

At fix in the evening we had a dead calm. The whole night long we failed with tfie 
wind flack but abaft. At five in the morning of the 13th we were again becalmed, 
but a wind arofc with,the fun on that as well as on the fucceeding day; though, 
throughout both, notwithftanding we had the wind abaft, and the line (hewed a run 
of t,cn knots an hour, we did not advance an inch : the fea, through which we cut at 
a groat rate, foamed and broke hard againft the ribs of our (hip, like where the wheel 
of a mill is violently a&ed upon by a rapid torrent: the veffel bore on the fame tack, 
riding very heavily, but with great celerity. We ftill on the 14th continued oppofite 
to the fatua mountains of Cuba we had feen the night of bur departure: in fhorr, we 
aftually bad no change of pofition, a confequence when the violence of.the current is 
adverfe, and equivalent fo the impetus of the wind. Nothing can be conceive^! more ’ 
vexatious and urefome than fuch a predicamentj fortunately we had good hammocks, 

VuL. xm, ' - * and 
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and an excellent table: the ftri&eft discipline and moil profound filence reigned on 
board, and the captain, a prime failor, was at the fame time, though rather taciturn, 
extremely obliging. He aflured us that for eleven years that he had frequented thefe 
feas, he never before experienced currents fo*powerful: he added, moreover, that the 
worft months for navigating the gulph are September, O&obcr, November, and 
December, "on account of the prevalence of north winds j that in June' cairns are 
frequent *, and that the months of June, July, and Auguft, Vie rainy feafon, are fub- 
je£t to ftorms and hurricanes: from thefe obfervations I determined on returning, if 
poflible, in January, but at any rate, and at. furtheft, by Auguft or September. 

At length, on the 15th in the morning, after having doubled the fhoals during the 
night, we lol^ fight of land, and by* reckoning had alfo doubled Cape Sam Antonio. 
At noon the wind had much encreafcd: we furled our ftay fails and top gallants, and 
directed our courfe fouth-weft.* 

From jtbis time we conftantly had the wind either abaft or on the beam, that is to 
fay, eaftor fouth*eaft. O11 this day 1 law Venus, the fun being at that time five degrees 
above the horizon. The x6th we were on the bank of Yucatan, in the Gulf of Mexico: 
on founding we met with fine white fand mixed with ihells, in twenty-three fathoms 
water : in the gulf the winds were eaft and fouth-eaft : from ten in the morning they 
infenfibly turned to the weft ward, and after four P. M. revolved from weft to eaft. 
Our line flicwed the run fix knots; and as wc were only a hundred leagues from Vera 
Crufc, we hoped, if the wind fiiould continue favourable, to reach it in four days. 
In the three days preceding we had leen a number of fifh of the phocas tribe, ami three 
or four hundred porpoifes and fmall phocas fported and rolled about our Ihip, oc- 
cafionally preceding it, and feemingly endeavouring the oiffi to out ft rip the other in 
velocity of fwiimning, now fpringing to the height of 3 fathom above the furface, and 
falling with a dalhing noife, now advancing* in pairs by the fide of the fhip, and ap¬ 
parently carefiing each other, while at a diftance their dams were feen, hail as large 
again as their offspring, feemingly pointing out to them the courfe they ought to take. 
How far more plcafing. lure the innocent enjoyment of fuch a feene than amufing one- 
felf, as is cuftomary, in purfuing, harpooning, and deltroying thefe interefting 
ammals! Fortunately for them our failors had not leifure for fuch an amufement; 
and, feparately from this circumftancc, they lived too well to feek for better fare. 

At four P. M. we again heaved the lead, and found thirty fathoms on a bottom of 
remarkably white land. 

The 17th, with fimilar ground, we had but twenty fathoms. From midnight till 
noon the wind had flacked, and we made only three knots, but on jits veering to the 
north after mid-day it frefhened lb as to double our fpced. The fky, covered .with 
clouds at fun-rife, became again ferene. "We diftinguifhed certain white birds, the fixe 
of a duck, with the end of their wings fringed with black : 1 likewifewifo remarked a 
pelican, or frigate-bird, with a complete tail: all this announced to us the neighbour¬ 
hood of land. 

During the whole night of the 18th the wind blew ftrong : on founding, the Jead 
fhewed firft twenty-two, then twenty fathoms, with fine blue fand mingled with fhells. 
We faw a vaft number of porpoifes at ten A. M. At noon the wind,which had been 
fouth, changed to fouth-w^ft, and funk into a calm : we availed ourfelvcs of this to 
thrpw out lines to the bottom of the fea: thefe lines have each a hook •attached to 
them with about an ounce of bacon, and are precipitated by means of twoN^iot of a 
pound* weight: this little exercife is diverting and profitable : in an hour’s time we had 
caught two hundred weight of excellent fifh : they were of three fpecies, but all of the 
• „ 8 perch 
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perch kind: one denominated the negro, another a beautiful red fardine, the third 
With Jong pe&oral fins. • , 

At four a wind fprung up from the north, and blew from that quarter the whole 
night through, but afterwards reverted to the fouth-eaft: we made fix knots an 
hour. ’ 

On the 19th we had forty-five fathoms water; from this we conje&ufed we were 
but eighty leagues from Vera Cruz, and that in three days time we might anchor 
before the town: this was the ne plus ultra of our wifhes, but they were not do fooil 
to be gratified. 

In the evening we were becalmed : the fun on fetting was dimmed by a vapour which, 
though it did not eclipfe its light, ditninifhed the-vivacity of,its rays: the fky, as well 
as the horizon, wore a gloom prognofticating fomewhat fad and mournful: from 
feven till eleven the wind was north, and our cousfe four knots: by two in the 
morning it eucreafed to a gale: the lea ran frightfully high : we took in all fails,, chained 
up the rudder, and left the fhip to the mercy of the waves : a thoufand times did they 
deluge the deck of our fragile veffel, which now rode on their backs, and now was 
enveloped by their overtopping fpray. 

The whole of the 20th the weather was horrid: never in Europe had I experienced 
the like. In thef'e feas the winds from the north blow with violence for the fpace of 
four-and-twenty hours, after which they abate for thirty more, and ceafe for three 
days: they arc piercingly cold and very frequent, fo much fo, that it is rare a fortnight 
paffes’in thefe regions during the winter without their being felt. 

On the 21 ft the wind was lefs violent, and veered to the north-weft, the morning 
mifty: at noon it blew north-eaft, and for three hours it continued to rain: in the 
fpace of‘eight-and-forty hours we had not advanced twenty leagues, and we yet had 
fifty to pafs, which we no longer expected to make in lefs than three more days. 

The night of the 2 2d was rather a bad one: the wind was inceffantly changing from 
Couth-weft to fouth-eaft, and, as well as the mift with which we were eight different 
times enveloped, was every now and then fucceeded by a dea.d calm: the rolling of 
the fhip throughout the day was dreadfully fatiguing. In the morning a poor little bird 
of the fize of a wren, but the colour of a green finch, came and roofted on the veffel; 
it endeavoured, fkimming on the furface of the fea, to fly againft the wind, but, con- 
ftantly overpowered, returned to us again: others made their appearance, one of 
which was taken, the refidue were driven out to fea by the violence of the hurricane. 
At one o’clock a butterfly paid us a vifit, and was greeted as an infallible index of our 
nearing the Iand„ a truft to which we gave ourfelvcs up with pleafing reliance. 

A t t night the unchequered fky was fpread before us in all its magnificence : a dejd 
calm prevailed, and the rolling of the veffel afl'eded us exceedingly. 

At length, on the 23d, we had fight of land: the captain at firft had doubts, but 
thefe were feon difmiffed: it bore lotith, and we found ourfelves twenty leagues to 
leeward of Old Vera Cruz. We fliould by this time have been ayt the mouth of the 
port had my advice been taken, which was, on the 2 2d, to fail dired before the wind 
from the north: what induced me to give this counfel to the captain was a knowledge 
that in the Gulf of Mexico the north wind is but of three days duration; now as that 
was then the third, and the regular winds blow from the fouth-eaft, by {leering from 
north to fouth at therifk of over-reaching New Vera Cruz on the 23d, the Couth wind, 
which prevails throughout the whole day, would have been favourable to our en- 1 
creating our latitude, and recovering the loft way; inftead of which, by being now to 
. j ? 2 leeward 
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leeward of the port, we had to beat up againft the wind, and could fcarcely hope to 
reach the port even on the fucceeding day. « 

We fteered within feven points of the wind, and made but Sender progrefs. The 
lands of the coaft we faw are more lofty than«thofe of Santo Domingo: they ran weft' 
and north: at night we were but ten leagues off, and the fight of them diffufed joy 
and fatisfadlion through every breaft, but, the wind continuing as little favourable as 
ever, when within two leagues of land we tacked, and rah all night through to fea. 
‘The {here we by this means avoided is that of Las Terras Liones, whicli ftretches to the 
mountains of Alvarado, from the midft of which, of a fugar-loaf form, rifes the vol¬ 
cano Oriflava, which we diftinguifhed the day before, though diftant five-and-forty 
leagues, the country ha^d a beautiful appearance, but, for the fpace of forty-five 
leagues, that is to fay, as far as to Old Vera Cruz, it is, notwithfianding, unpeopled. 

The 24th, in the morning,, we had made about a league of progrefs : by noon the 
wind again came to the eaft, nearly large, and infpirited us with expectation of entering 
Vera Cruz on the fucceeding day: at four it frelhened from the north-eaft : at fix 
abated: by eight we diftinguiflied the reefs in the vicinage of the port: we fired a gun, 
and immediately after diftinguifhed a light, which we conjectured to be from the caftle 
of Saint John de Uloa, and we anfwered it by a light at our main-rop-gallant, and 
fired a fecond gun: we then perceived a fecond light, prefumed from the fhip of the 
admiral of the port. 1 thought it advifable another gun Ihould be fired, but was fearful 
of communicating my opinion to the captain, mindful how little attention had been paid 
to my former obfervation: np doubt had a third gun been fired the major of the fleet, 
who in a galley with thirty men on board had left the port in fearch of us, would not 
have miffed his way. * 

We however made fome way, but with little fail fat, and conftantly founding: the 
fathoms indicate the paflage into the port, fdr the reefs by which it is bounded render 
it very difficult of accefs. 

At ten at night we were boarded by two boats, each wiih thirty men on board, fur- 
nifhed with cables for mooring us, and with anchors and grapplings in cafe of need : 
they enquired after the major of the port, whom they expected to find with us, as he 
¥d failed before them. 

They towed us along by dint of oars, favoured by a light wind : wc- threaded the 
tortuous labyrinth of the entrance, through which at length, by midnight, we reached 
the port. 

We anchored under the cannon of the (hip belonging to the captain of the port; 
itfclf at anchor a half cable’s length from the caftle. All night long jt rained; and we 
lyere exceedingly incommoded by the hot and moilt atmofphereof this climate, as alio 
by the vapours from land. , 

At five in the morning I was preparing to land, when the major of the fleet joined 
us: this gentleman was Don Pedro de Verthuizen, with whom it will be feen 1 after¬ 
wards was on ternjs of clofeft intimacy : at this inftant I paid but little attention to him ; 
for, judging. after the French manner, I efteemed him from the old coat he wore, 
covered by a rufty furtout, to be no better than a ferjeant of marines: he requefted 
my p-JTporf, which 1 gave him, and he kept, and I obtained permiffion to go on 
ihore. 

Uneafy nt extreme refpe&ing the reception I fhould meet with here, I put my bag¬ 
gage into ths boat, and traverfed the port: on landing at a jetty about ten, fathoms 
broad, and a hundred in length, which terminates at one of the gates of the city, I 
\ found 
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found there a numerous guard, contadors, officers of the port, and a multitude of 
curious idleVs. It was requifite my trunks fhould be opened, but they.were very loofely 
examined ; as foon, however, as they came to my books they refufed to let them pafs 
before a permit for that purpofe fhould be obtained from the vicar-general of the in- 
quifition : I haftened to him, and found him a little old man with the air of a perfect 
faint, mounted on a chair near a table, and reciting his breviary. He hPld out to me 
his hand to kifs ; for tfty part, but little accuftomed to a ceremony of this kind, and 
not aware at the mftant of his intention, I (hook it in a cordial manner. He requefted 6f 
me a catalogue of my books : I anfwcred, that they merely confided of works relative to 
phyfic and natural hiilory, fuirable to a medical man and a botanifl, and were fo few in 
number that I had made out no catalogue of them : he w$s fatisfied with my anfwer, 
and the bare mention of the names of the authors, and immediately gave me a licence 
for their entry. , 

Inftantly the gates were opened to me, I waited on Don Thomas Taxueria, 
for whom my holt at the Havannah, Don Bernardin Liagotera, had given me letters: 
the merchant of Vera Cruz appeared to feel perplexed at this recommendation, and 
informed me that he had no other knowledge of Liagotera than what was derived 
from certain commercial intercourfe ; and I fet him much at his eafe by informing him 
that, for the prefent, all that I expected from him was the kindnefs of indicating to 
me feme good inn. He pointed out to me one oppofite to the gate of Mexico, which 
I afterwards learnt was the beft in the town; but, after this remark, what will be 
thought of the reft when I make known that the only furniture of my apartment con- 
lifted of a table four feet by three, and that two benches fix feet by three, formed the 
only bed, worthy, indeed, of a Spanilh gentleman. As for mattreffes, chairs, looking- 
glafles, *&c. all thefe no doubi are regarded either as fuperfluities, or conveniences of 
too extravagant a nature. 

As foon as I had fafely depofited my effects in this charming apartment, I repaired 
to the general of the fleet, Don Antonio Uloa: at his gate I found a guard of ten 
men : his fccretary introduced me into a large hall with furniture of very ancient date, 
and announcing me as a gentleman who brought letters from Don Manuel Feliz Ruick, 
a little man, at moil but four feet ten inches high, fpeedily made his appearance, 
drefild in an old jacket of nankeen, with filver buttons, grey-headed, and his hair 
without either powder or pomatum, tied and hanging over his fhoulders ; his coun¬ 
tenance was bad, but his looks extremely mild and aftable, and his eyes lively: a little 
diamond crofs, fufpended from a button-hole, befpoke a man of rank. Such was Don 
Antonio Uloa \ I faluted him as I prefented my letters: thefe explained the obje& of 
my journey, and intreated his afliftance to obtain a paflport for me to Mexicohe 
read them attentively ; promifed immediately to write on my behalf to the viceroy, 
and advifed me to write at the fame time tnyfelf. He invited me to be a frequent vifitor 
at his houfe and table, admonifhing that dinner was regularly ferved at half pad one, 
and infilled on my dining with him that very day to begin; finaljy, he caufed me to 
b* prefented to the governor by the major of the fleet, whom I recognized for the 
fame perfonage who had demanded my paffport. 

On repairing to the governor’s, Major Don Pedro de Verthuizen was fo kind as to 
tell me my acquaintance would be very agreeable to him : to this compliment I made a 
fuitable reply, and I had full occafion to prove it pcrfe&fy fincere. 

Don’Feman Palacio, governor of Vera Cruz, was a very different tharafter to the 
general of the fleet: his four looks, his rough tone of voice, and rude fpeech, prgdifpofed 
one againft him at once. He readily granted me permiflion to refule at Vera Cruz, 

•and' 
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and botanize in his government ; but refufed to return my paflporf, which the general 
recommended me to alk for; and at my departure pretended even it was miflaid. I 
afterwards learnt that he affumed the governor of the Havannah had no privilege to 
grant fimilarpaffports, and intended to avail hirtifelf of mine, to his diferedit, for which 
purpofe he was foobftinate in refilling it me. 

I left him ’much chagrined at the reception I met with : it however occafloncd me 
the Iefs furprife on learning, as I did afterwards, .that he was oh unfriendly terms with 
Don Dion. 

The next day the general did me the honour of introducing me to Dona Fulana de 
Boutilloz, the lady of the late intendant. She was a woman of fifty, who had been a 
perfed beauty,^nd ftill retained traces of her former charms : her lively and natural 
flow of wit, and her noble and open character, endeared her to every one. The recom¬ 
mendation of the general was undoubtedly of ufe, for that very day flu? offered me 
repeatedly.her fervice. La cafa a a vjled, my houfe is yours, (he fevcral rimes ob- 
ferved, and that in a manner fo cordial as perftiadcd me of her fincerity. She after- 
. wards prefented me to her daughters, and informed me that the youngeft was on the 
point of marriage with M. de Verthuizcn : in fliort, file infilled upon my becoming as 
one of the family. At the inftant her fon made his appearance. Don .Tuan de Boutilloz, 
a captain of the regiment of the crown. Soon as (he faw him, “ Hither, my 
fon,” The exclaimed, beckoning him, “ here is a gentleman from your own country.” 
This young man, in fa£l, had been educated in.France, and had all the amenity peculiar 
to our youth. Such qualifications endeared him but more to his mother, who wfts as 
partial to the activity, politenefs, and tolerant principles of the French, as difguflcd 
with the idlenefs, want of nicety in drefs, and the fanaticifm of The Spaniard. 

Young Boutilloz was foon on terms of clofell intimacy with me : he acted hs inter¬ 
preter between me and all the family, and efpecially the ladies his fillers, who were 
conftantly exacting French fongs from me. I tranllated for them the romance of Ber- 
qutn,at which they were foftened even to tears ; and 1 made hence the conclufion that 
this little piece is truly as excellent as individually it appeared to myfclf, obferving the 
effeft it had on fenfible minds, though foreigners. 

£Jcme days after, at the fame houfe, I met with M. de Ferfen, fon of the lieutenant- 
general of that name: he advanced towards and embraced me, enquiring news from 
Paris, where he was born : he added that, being apprized of the arrival of a Frenchman 
in the country, he had for three days wandered in fearch of me, with all the anxioufnefs 
natural to a fellow countryman. When we left the houfe, the lady of it v^as fo oblig¬ 
ing to ftate, as M. de Ferfen killed her hand, that as we were both .Frenchmen wc 
ought not to be feparate, and that it was a province he ought to fill, the bringing me 
with him, and rendering me partaker of thofe moments of recreation he occafionally 
paffed at her houfe. 

This amiable youth led me to his houfe, where I found M. Duparquet, a gentleman 
from Dauphiny, as well as himfclf a captain in the Corps de Genie. They made me 
ftay dinner; and here I was not a little furprifed at finding our beverage cooled with ioe, 
nor lefs at 1 carping that this enjoyment, ample compenfation for a thoufand privations 
experienced here, is obtained for a trifle at Vera Cruz : daily eight mules, relieved at 
Tegular ftages, arrive at this city laden with frozen l'now from the mountain Oriffava, 
diftant about forty leagues. By this plan a pound of ice is obtained for a real of plate, 
and ice creams k l’anana, or a la fapotilla, four times as large as in Paris thofe charged 
fourteen*fous, may be had for an equal fum. 


The 
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The dinned given by the lady of the intendant were ferved up equally well in town 
as in the country, and what tended tQ render them the more graceful to me, the 
. cookery and ftyle were French. 

In parties, formed by the individuals .noticed, I fpent my leifurc hours ; but my bo¬ 
tanical excurfions were not forgotten: they occupied dai?y the interval between# four 
and ten in, the morning. • 

In the earlieft. of my walks I found the convolvolus jalappa of Linnc. I gathered 
as many feeds of it as I was able, pulled up feveral roots, and had them verified by the 
druggifts of Vera Cruz, who, without knowing whence they came, pronounced them 
the real jalap: their opinion, as it conformed with the defeription of Miller, convinced 
me of this plant being the true jalap of Mexico. . I prsfented feeds of it to the general, 
and with them a root weighing five-and-twenty pounds: he caufed it tb be planted in 
a box, for the purpofe of transporting it to Europe, and enquired if it was common in 
the environs of Vera Cruz : nothing however could equal his furprizc, when 1 informed 
him that, if he was anxious for fuch a meafure, 1 could engage to freight the velVel with 
it, that bore his flag from the excluftve produce of the vicinage. Such is the idlenefs, 
the ignorance of this people, that they give three reals * a pound for this root at Ja-' 
lappa |, while they might have it for a quartetto at Vera Cruz, if they would but 
take the pains to collect it. 

A difeovery like this rendered me/amous throughout the city: I was looked upon 
as a molt extraordinary character in thus being able to difeover a treafure in the very 
cuflvdy of thofo who were ignorant of its value. The eftcern this gave me was grate¬ 
ful ; and the good difpofition of the people generally towards me, which my difeovery 
occafioned, 1 endeavoured to maintain and augment, not only by the earneftnefs of my 
lludy of.nature, which was no irkfomc talk, but alfo by a fpecies of quackery, which 
I reckoned ferviceabie towards concealing tny definitive projects. Whether in the 
fields or in the flreets I conftantly had plants in my hand, and either employed myfelf 
in observing them through a magnifying glais, or in difleding them with nicefi: care. 
My room was overl'pread with papers, covered with plants, and my tables with phials 
and boxes containing feeds. 

This policy indeed was requifite to form an excufe for my cuftoms, and the walks I 
undertook, which elfe had been looked upon as purely vulgar; for the pride and 
vanity of the Spaniards was not a little Ihocked at feeing me journeying on foot every 
morning the diftance of four or five leagues, loaded with a port-folio, and attended 
merely by a Angle negro, who carried my books, a hatchet, a mattock, and my break- 
faft. * 

1 fucc'vded even beyond my wiflies in conciliating the admiration of every rank, and 
was known by no other denomination than the Frenph phyiician. The failors and 
foldiers laid in wait for me to aik advice for their complaints; at firft, with the belt 
intentions, 1 prescribed remedies; but when this became irkfome to me, from their 
repetition and intemperance, I got rid of them by charging the # caufe to themfelves. 
The conffant dilbrders to which thefe folks are fubjed are a permanent fpafm, occa¬ 
fioned and maintained by the pradioe of fmoking tobacco, and the brandy and ruin 
which they take without moderation : in confequence, I proferibed thfe ufe of thefe 

* From i8d. to x^d. fterling. 

f A tiijvu twelve leagues from Vera Cruz, at the back of a mountain, and handfomcly built: here that 
famous fair is held ordinarily of four mouths duration, at which the interchange of the produce of 
JLurope and America takes place. * 

articles. 
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articles, and forbade the applicants coming again to me for advice until after an abfti- 
nence of three days: the prescription Speedily .difgufted them, and they came to me 
no more; dill l conftantly faw and noticed them pointing me out to their companions, 
with figns of great refpeft. A number of other perfons, tradefpeof*e and individuals, 
of whom I had no knowledge, followed my fteps with their eyes, and exclaimed with 
a kind of wohder, “ Do but fee that Frenchman, why he is going to Medclina on 
foot!” Unhappy people, fo corrupted by eafe and idlcnefs vfere they, that thefe ex- 
durfions, delightful to ine, appeared to them infupportable; nay, to fuch a pitch is 
their inertnefs carried, that their meaneft fervants cannot go a quarter of a league 
without requiring a horfe, nor enter a wood, till cafed in leather to preferve their fkin 

from mufquitos. , ' ..... r 

La Medelina*is a hamlet fix leagues from Vera Cruz, whither it is common to refort 
in order to bathe in the river of.thut name. The fpot itfelf has nothing to recommend 
it but its happy fite, which draws thither many of the inhabitants of Vera Cruz. The 
bathing fe'afon begins in May ; for the houfes they are but wfetched huts, alraod loll 
in the afpiring grafs; and for refrefhments, fcarcely is there a fowl or an egg to be 
had for raonev. Here, however, I part two days in the molt agreeable manner, in 
company with the general of the fleet and the family of the intendam’s lady. 

But it is time now I fliould give fome idea of Vera Cruz. 

This city ftands in the Gulf of Mexico, on the margin of the fea, in a farnly and 
barren plain. Not the flighted culture embcllifhes iis .neighbourhood : on the fi.uth 
infeflious exhalations from dagnant marfhes contribute to render it exceedingly un¬ 
healthy. On the north, where, from the arid fand, fait in cryflals may conftantly be 
colltded, is the road to Mexico, which for feven or eight leagues runs parallel to the 
fea. On the weft downs of fand, ejeded by the wavcs, t obflrud the view of ail but the 
loftieft trees. 

In proportion as this fand,heaped up by winds from the eaft and north, becomes dry, 
it is again difperfed by the fame winds, and thrown forward, either into the town, fo 
as to cover all the houfes, or farther inland : to this circumftance are to be attributed 
the downs by which it is furrounded. Whirlwinds, by raifing this fand, occafionally 
obflfud the fight, and render breathing difficult. 

Beyond this Tandy plain and the mountains by which it is enctofed, are woods full 
of wild beads, and meadows covered with flocks. 

Vera Cruz is built in a femi-oval form: its larged diameter along the fea-fhore mea- 
furcs from fix to feven hundred fathoms. It is furrounded merely by a wad or parapet 
fix feet high by three broad, furrounded by a palifade of iron-wqod m bad con¬ 
dition. This wall, at intervals, is flanked by fix indifferent bad ions, or fquare towers, 
twelve feet high by twenty each fide, fome of them terraffed, but thv red empty; the 
wall has neither ditch, counterfcarp, nor any outward work. On the fea-fhore, on the 
fouth-ead and north-wed of the town, are two redoubts, or rather terraffed badions, 
more regular than the others, with a cavalier, and a battery of cannon : the entrance 
into the port is commanded by thefe badions. , 

The whole of the houfes are of done. The lime which mixed with fand forms the 
cement, is obfained from madrepores, drawn up from the bottom of the fea; as for the 
done for the houfes, it is .brought from Campechy. M. L’Abbe Raynal, led into 
errer no doubt by the information he received refpe&ing this city, deferibes- it as being 
built of wood f but i have the evidence of my fenfes for the contrary, and the engineers, 
* to whom I (hewed the paffage in his philofophical hidory, affured me that the whole 

place did not contain a fingle wooden houfe: it cannot even be affirmed that fuch ever 
* + 
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was the nature of its ftru&ure, as I have feen at leaft twenty houfes, mayorafgas*, which 
have laid in ruins for fifty years, the whole of the walls of which were of mafon’s works; 
I however imagine tjjiat perfons have been induced to commit an error thus grofs in 
their defcription from noticing the heavy 4 and maffive balconies of wood which entirely 
furround thejioufes as at the Havannah, and which principally exciting an$ engroffing 
their attention, will have ftaufed them to make the ftatement they have done. 

The houfes are neither built with greater regularity nor arc they more elegant than t 
thofe of the Havannah, but the ftreets are wider and lefs clofe: they are ftraight, per- 
fedly well paved with pebble, level, and well kept, which contributes to their neatneis, 
and gives them the better appearance. 

The only remarkable buildings are the churches'; like thofe of the Havannah, they 
are rich in filver plate, as are the houfes in porcelaine, and other furniture from China: 
in this confifls the whole of the luxury of the inhabitants, for they are fo temperate 
that chocolate and fweetmeats conftitute almofl: the whole of their food. • 

Vera Cruz has three gates, that of La Medelina, that of Orifiava, and that of .Mexico. 

Its only inhabitants are a flendcr garrifon, the agents of government, failors, and a 
certain number of merchants, or rather fa&ors, for the vanilla, anifeed, and cochineal, 
which could not be exported by the galeons, the chief commerce for European goods 
being tranfatlcd at Jalapa, iron only excepted; which is taken from Vera Cruz. This 
collective population may amount to from fix to feven thoufand perfons, among whom 
if the governor be excepted, the adminiftrators and the officers belonging to the land or 
fea fervice, there are very few you can vifit on focial termfe. 

The men are, generally fpeaking, lofty minded and proud; either from this being 
the fpecific character of their nation, or owing to their exccflive wealth in a country 
where gold ftamps fo much value on its pr-ffeffor f. They comprehend trade very well, 
but here, as elfewherc, their natural indolence, and their rooted habits, and fuperftition, 
render them irremediably averfe from labour. Inceflantly are they feen with their 
chaplets and relics on their arms and round their neck: their houfes are filled with 
ftatues, and paintings of faints; and their life is a fcrics of devotional practices. 

The women live rcclufe in their apartments above flairs, to avoid being feen by 
ftrangers; though it is by no means difficult to perceive that, but for the reftriftions 
impofed on them by their hufbands, they would be far more eafy of accefs. Whenever 
they go abroad it is conflantly in a carriage, as I have before noticed is the cafe at the 
Havannah ; and as for thofe who have no carriage they arc wrapped up in a large 
cloak of lilk,«which covers them from head to heel, and has merely a fmall opening on 
the right to enable them to fee their road. Within doors they wear over the fhift 
nothing but a fmall filk corfet, laced with a gold or filver cord : the whole art of dreffi. 
mg their hair is confined to braiding it, turning it up, and fattening it on the top of the 
head. Still, though fo fnnple their drefs, they wear a gold necklace, bracelets at the 
wrift of the fame metal, and at their ears pendants of emeralds of greatcfl value, fo true 
is the obfervation, that fafhion and a tafte for luxury is preferibed by no rule! Gene¬ 
rali/fpeaking, the fair in this city are not handfome; for however rich their drefs they 
fliew a deficiency of grace and fancy, and, under an apparent referve, a$3 ftrongly in¬ 
clined to lafeivioufnefs. 

The only.amufements are the negeria, a fort of coffee-houfe, whither the genteeler 
fort repaiy to take ice-creams, and fome imitations of bull-fights for the vulgar; unlefs 


* Ni'ble edates which devolve in the male line adperpetuitatnn. 

* f At Vera Cruz arc feven or eight houfes of commerce, in every one of which might be found million 
of pe'fos-ltieriea (225,0001.) 

vol. xm. 5 © indeed 
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indeed under this denomination be comprized^the proceflions and flagellations of the 
holy week, a period at which I arrived at Vera Cruz. 

Twenty times during this week was I called to my window by the clinking of chains. 
What a (hocking fpedtacla prefented itfclf! now a penitent in a woman’s drefs, in a 
petticoat aijd body of linen cloth of a flate colour, with arms extende^nd fattened 
tightly in an horizontal pofition, his back and (boulders fupporting feven old fwords 
t fuch as are ufed for figns by our armourers, and whofe points collected in a fluffed pad 
preffed* on the os coccis, his legs loaded with chains and iron weights, and in 
this garb marching (lowly along through the city, and paying his devotional vifits 
to every church. 

An inftant,after this nlifcrable object was fucceeded by another mafk, likewife in a 
woman’s drefs, but in white mifflin and naked to the waift, a handkerchief covering 
the bofom," the legs loaded with chains, but the hands left at liberty. This penitent in 
the left band held a crucifix, and in the right a rough whip with which at every hundred 
fteps he lacerated his (boulders and reins till ftreams of blood ran from the wounds* 
and crimfoned the petticoat he wore. 

In the fpace of a week I reckoned not lefs than eighty mafks of this defeription. 

The proceflions prefent nothing more attraftive: every chapel has its patron faint 
modelled in wax, of the natural fize, but of frightful afpect, which is carried on a litter 
by eight men who are relieved at intervals: all are dreffed in women’s apparel, the 
petticoat, the corfet, and the mafk of all are fimilar ; that is to fay, of linen clotji of a 
bluifh (late colour. They hold thofe exhibitions in fuch efteem that penitents are to be 
feen thus accoutred all day long, nay, even from the evening before, the next and the 
following day. 

Among thefe proceflions is one which, on account bf the objed of it, is deferving of 
mention: it was inftituted on occafion of a fund of fix thoufand piafters, cflablifhed to 
portion off annually four poor marriageable girls; but by an abufe too common, the lot 
now falls, by means of connivance, very often on thofe in eafy circumftances, and at 
times on children of feven or eight years of age ; and while the obje£t of the inflitutors 
ofohis benevolent charity was the folace of mifery, and the inculcation into thefe future 
mothers of children, of a fpirit of religion and a modeft deportment, the intent of the 
ceremony appears rather to be the inllilling into their minds a tafte for expencc and a 
love of frivolity. The chofen parties are conduced to church in fuperb. carriages 
covered with cloth of gold or filver, trimmed with magnificent lace, and adorned 
with the richeft pearls and diamonds, which opulent ladies take prkle in lending 
for the occafion. A fquire, or a kind of fponfor, one of the moft refpe&able perfons in 
the city, gives the female his hand, and leads her, as in triumph, in the proceflion which 
follows the nuptial blcfling. During my ftay I twice witneffed this celebration j but 
out of the eight defied I certainly would have refufed to have taken feven for 
fervants. 

Fronting Vera Cruz, at the diftance of four hundred fathoms, is an iflet on which 
the cattle of St.John de Uloa is built, the fire of the batteries of which cover and de¬ 
fend the town: this fort, long after its firft ereflion, was ftrengthened by more regular for¬ 
tifications: it is a parallelogram, compofed of four large baftions and three demi-lanes, with 
ditches, counterfcarp, covered way, paliffades and glacis from the fouth-weft.to the fouth- 
eaft, where the iflet is daily encreafing, owing to the accumulation of fand, (hells, and 
' madreporeson the fouth the port forms a fufficienj fofle, as the (hip of the captain of 
the p< 5 rt is anchored at half-cable length from the rampart, which has an elevation of 
from thirty-five to forty feet. Nevcrthelefs, to prevent a landing, and the approach of 
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boats under cover of the camion, the whole of the curtain, which is bare, as well as of 
the flanks of the two baftionl beating on the port, are fraized with flakes of a remark* 
ably-hard wood, as black as ebony, which (harpened, and rifing a foot and a half out 
of the water, hinder any veflel approachiflg within mufquet/hot. 

Here are three-hundred pieces of cannon carrying balls of from twelve to thirty-fix 
pounds. Still the place is,not impregnable, fpite of the reefs which bouncf it on one 
fide, and the fort by which on the other it is defended ; and in this opinion I was con¬ 
firmed by the cafual glance of a French engineer with whom I converted on the fubjed}' 
for while he fupported the contrary, he call his eyes towards the fouth-eaft, where in 
fact is a landing-place of much lefs length from the fort than the principal one, and off 
which veffels allailing would not fo long be expoled to the fire of the lotteries which 
crown the fort from the fouth-eafl: to the north-weft, and might even anchor under the 
curtain, a veftige of ancient fortifications raifed very high, the fire from which would 
hence be of no avail. , 

A fquarc tower fixty feet high above the rampart, or the baftion of the fouth-eaft fide, 
commands the city, the port, the whole road, and the entire vicinage, and i’erves for 
exhibiting fignals, which are repeated by the ftiip of the captain of the port. 1 afeendeefc 
this: on the firft ftory is a terrace, on which is a battery of four* brafs ttf nty-four 
pounders, with a corps de garde of ten men. On the laft ftory is a ccntin" .who is 
relieved every half hour, and gives advice of all he obferves; and from his account it is, 
verified by the corporal of the guard, that.thc fignals are made. At the time I was there 
there was but one battalion in garrifon, with one company of artillery, and about a 
thoufand convitts employed on public works. 

The port of Vera Cruz is clofed by this caftle and the iflet on which it Hands. 
From forty to fixty (hips of war and a hundred merchant (hips may anchor here in from 
four to ten fathoms. The reefs which furround it as far as the Ifland of Sacrifices, 
towards the fouth-eaft and the north-eaft, break the waves, and render it fee ore againft 
winds blowing from the intervening points ; but to winds from the north-eaft to the 
weft-north-weft the port is expofed, and the north wind, which blows with great violence, 
frequently drives fhips from their moorings and calts them on fhore. To this road 
however, it is, the only one in the gulph of Mexico, that all fliips laden with goods for 
Mexico repair, and hence alfo is remitted to Europe the precious metals and mer¬ 
chandize rendered in exchange by thefe extenfive countries. „ , 

Seen from the caftle the city prefents a very handforae appearance. . On the f( Hh it 
has a natural .meadow, which forms an agreeable promenade except in the rainy feafon, 
when it is overflowed by a rivulet which fynis a marih at about a mile from the town, 
and furnilhes the city with water y as, however, the rivulet is not the produce of a fpring, 
but -arifes from filtrations from the neighbouring downs which colled and form a 
marfliy pond, the water is neither frefli nor palatable, whence that is preferred by the 
inhabitants during the rainy feafon which is kept in ciftems in the caftle; but in dry 
weather, when the water is filtered through a greater depth of fand, and confequently 
moft purified, it is conduded to the city by means of a ftonc aquedud. 

Though this rivulet can boaft but little depth of water it neverthelefs nouriihes 
caymans (alligators) from feven to eight feet long. I have myfelf frequently 
traced their footfteps, and even leen them plunge into the pool ; but they are by 
no means dangerous. 

Vera Cruz has but one fuburb, which is very finall, and lies fouth-eaft *of the town. 
•It contains two chapels, a bowling-green, and fome few gardens y but thefe are in bad 
cultivation, and without any^ ornaments. The lemon, the palm-cabbage, and a few cocoa- 
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tret s are all the produfthre ones that are feen: a bombax or cotton-tree with red Sowers, 
the azaderach of bead-tree, and piftachio trees (plumaria) with red, white Mid yellow blof- 
foror, are the only trees pleafmg to the eye: hence the city is rendered fo dull, and fterile 
of aipeft, that but for the meadow on the foihh which ferves as a refort for carriages, 
and the verdure of which recreates the eye, Vera Cruz would be one of the moft tire- 
forne refidencesin the univerfe. Fortunately nature, fo niggard of her boons in the 
vegetable kingdom, has compenfated in the animal by a large difplay of bounty. The 
city and furrounding country fwarm with birds, wbofe various plumage and enlivening 
long, at once delight the eye and charm the ear. The ftreets of Vera Cruz abound in 
innumerable flocks of magpies of three different fpecies, all of them of a jet black: the 
fmalkftis of t,hcfame fize, as lively,’and as numerous as our fparrows, but Id's uoify, 
and lefs troublefome ; the fecond, of the fize and colour of our blackbird, refembles it 
fa much as often to deceive one as to its fpccies ; the third, called in our colonies bout 
de tobae,* is a kind of parrot. Thcfe three fpecies of birds are remarkably tame, and 
highly entertaining by their different antics: they never attack the feeds of plants, but prey 
on infers and the dung of mules, horfes, &c. Larger than thefe three fpecies fuccccds 
*he vultur aurea, fo wel! deferibedby Mr. Jaquin : the name of this animal would induce 
a fuppofuion of its being formidable; it is .however one of the leaft daring and moft 
ftupid of all the birds of prey, and never pounces on any thing alive : it is of the fize of 
a turkey.polt, and much refembles it by its brown colour, and bare head, covered with 
a carunculated fkin, and it has juft fufficient courage to fteal and fly away with pieces of 
meat from kitchens; for this purpofe it lays in arnbufh until nobody is at hand, when it 
feuds fwift and lightly in at the door or window, fnatching up # whatever chances to be in 
its way, and flies out at the oppofite openings. Its moft affured reliance is however on 
the fewers, the flaughter-houfes, and the chance of the country ; occafionally it is feen 
partaking with dogs, when thefe happen not to be very hungry, the carcafe of a mule. 
The tropillot (thus the Indians denominate our vulture) is inceffantly eating, and when 
at length full, fleeps by the carrion, nor leaves it till it picks the very bones'. I have on 
a morning feen a dead mule lying in the road, and at night noticed only the Ikelcton 
remaining, though on the fand where it laid, I could not difeern the minuted trace of the 
foorftep of a dog; the carcafe confequently mu ft have been devoured by vultures: this 
bitd is fo little timid that it will fcarcely trouble ilfelf to remove from the way of a 
paffenger, but, at the the fame time, it is fo fearful when caught, that it inftantly 
dilgorges the contents of its craw, which forms a refource for its enemy the frigate- 
bird, a fpecies of pelican. • 

The tropillot is eafily taken, rifes but gto a fmall height from the ground, and the 
feent of a piece of meat takes from it all inclination to fly away: if, then, this bird be 
purfued, all it relies on for cfcape is its legs, when it is eafily run down: the cooks and 
children then amufe themfelves with it, and after fattening tight round its wing a little 
bell, a bladder, or a ribbon, releafe it again; for the Spaniards, tftore humane than 
Frenchmen, take bo plcafure in deftroying life. We know very well that, inftead of the 
flocks which now enliven the air, if Vera Cruz were peopled by the former nation, 1 not 
a bird in time would be feen. El tomar fol , enjoyment of funfhine, fo much the delight 
of Spaniards, appears to be not lefs grateful to thefe birds. To witnefs the feeming 
pleafure they receive from the prefence of the god of day, they fhould be feen at fun- 
rife, as, at the fummit of a tree, or the top of a fteeple, they fimultaneoyfly, or in 
fucceffion, extend their wings, and keep in this attitude to receive on every part its warm¬ 
ing rays, apd again when they rife in air at noon, and flrim over the town in fwanns,* 
which aimolt obfeure the iky. 


On 
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On the margin of the fea, (ktmming inceffantly over the waves and the fliore, is feen 
a fpecies of larus or gull, which has the 'gait and flight of a fnipe, but Vhich is fcarcely 
half its fize, and of a greyifh blue plumage. Does a temporal make its appearance, 
or a (hark feek its prey in the port, inftantly fwarms of Jit tie fl(h, fmaller than our 
gudgeons, throw themfelves out of the water on to the fands; then does this little 
gull, afteria mod amufing fpe£tacl§» as it pounces down with the rapidity of lightning 
from the regions of air, riles again, and repeats this evolution inceffantly for thf 
fpace of a quarter of an hour: I once had the curiofity to reckon the defcetlts of one 
of thefe little birds : in the lapfe of feven minutes, I counted eighty : it is indeed true 
that its extreme impatience oftentimes caufes the lofs of its prey, but nothing can be 
conceived more admirable than its excellent lhanagement and dex{prity in feizing 
the fi(h at the furface of the water without even moiltening its wing. 

The buoys in the fea, and the bowfprits of the veffels in the port, are covered with 
onocrotali, (the tantalus of Linne', the tree-pelican of America), the pelican with 
a large craw, denominated by Linne the true pelican, boobies, and ducks of every 
fpecies. 

On (hore the rivulets and marfhes are inhabited by fwarms of fpoon-bills, four fpecies 
of fforks, as many of divers and coots, and fnipes more than twice the fize of thofe 
which arc feen in Europe. 

The meadows are covered with beautiful darlings of a black colour, with the (houlders 
and half the wing a blood red. . * 

Oil the buflies and hedges the male and female cn'ris or heron, appear to form 
three fpecies, equally rare in their kind: the male from the fplendid hues of its 
plumage, and the female from the blue mantle which forms itsfummer garb, and which 
in wintef changes to grey. Here too is feen the cardinal of as bright and fhining a red 
as that of Louifianu, its long, not fo varied nor fo melodious as that of fhe nightingale, 
is yet as powerful and as bold. Here a lark, of the fize and colour of the wit-wall or 
golden thrufli, but more handfomely feathered, and of fweeter fong than our European 
lark; the ramphadas, toucan or American goofe, whofe beak marked with yellow 
and black, is longer than its body from head to tail: honey-fuckers or humming birds, 
(trochili) of all colours and of various fize : one fpecies of them which foars aloft in 
air, finging like the rifing lark, has its head and belly, which it proudly difplays, 
of a fcarlet colour j in another fpecies it is of the mod fplendid azure. 

In the woods are found a kind of partridge as large as, and of plumage much 
refembling rjiat of our guinea fowl; another fpecies no larger than quails ; craces or 
hocos of two fpocies with crops and creds of the colour of wax, as large as turkeys, 
and. truly a royal dilh j green perroquets, no larger than fparrows; aras or arava- 
coyas; Amazonian perroquets of a green and yellow hue ; four kinds of turtle-doves, 
in which clafs is that fpecies denominated ortolans by the colonids of Sant 
Domingo. 

Vad numbers of bulls and cows, almod in a wild date, rove through the foreds ; 
a fpecies of rabbit makes thefe likewife its haunt; it is fmaller, but in far greater plenty, 
than with us. Bucks and does, more than two feet high, are here fo common that 
venifon is fold in the markets at only three reals the pound. Tortoifcs are very 
numerous; land-crabs too, as large as a man’s head, which leave the foreds for the 
town, penetrate into the houfes, and climb into the granaries; another fpecies is met 
with fo audacious that when furprifed, indead of attempting to efcape,’raifed on two. 
claws, it defends itfelf with the others. A kind of fquirrel much larger than ours, and 
perfectly of an afh colour, is another inhabitant of the fylvan kingdom, with ignans 
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or lizards, which grow to the prodigious fize of two feet in length, by ten inches 
in breadth, andfumifhan exquifite difh for *thofe not affe&ed with venereal com- 
plaints. 

Finally, the fea fwarms with filh of moft delicious flavour, which are fold almoft for 
nothing in the markets. * 

Such are the riches I remarked in this country, where my (lay was limited to but 
one feafon, and where on this account, and owing to the ‘important objefl: of my 
million, ,1 was enabled to purfue my remarks to no greater length; fuch are the 
obje&s if prcfents, fo worthy of the curiofity of a naturalift, and fo well calculated 
to render interefting a fojourn at Vera Cruz. 

Though the general affqred me that the country produced rattlefnakes, I met with 
none, whetheri my deviations were along the marlhes fides, or whether I (trolled 
through the woods ; but every where was I peftered with gnats (niaringovins) muf- 
quitos, and chicos or karapattas : had I ever the misfortune to brufh with my cloaths 
the branch of a tree, or any herbage, I was inftantly covered with thefc infefts: the 
drefs of the centaur Ncflus, that l'o fatal prefent of Dejanira to Alcidcs, had not a 
prompter or more tormenting effedt than the intolerable itching occafioned by the bite 
of this laft tribe of infefts: they peri'etrate in an inftant through wool and filk, and the 
Spaniards, in order to preferve themfelves from the torture they occafion, are con- 
ftantly accuftomed to clothe themfelves in pantaloons of Oriffava leather, and boots, 
and never venture through woods, except where they crofs the roads they have to 
pafs.® What however is extraprdinary, this lpecies of tinea or wood-loufe (the'xara- 
patta) is only found in the neighbourhood of the fea, the interior of the country, ten 
leagues inland, being free from its tormenting perfecution. *Thefe infe&s at firft oc¬ 
cafioned me dreadful fufferings. Three or four times op my botanical excurikms, was I 
obliged to pul^off my breeches and boots, arid ferape them off me with a knife ; on 
reaching my lodgings, I was ufed to (trip in hafte and throw all my drefs into water, 
and found full employment during a couple of hours, in wafhing myfelf, and feparating 
with a pen-knife thefc tiniae from my Ikin ; thefe are truly the dragon, multiplied to 
infinity, which guards the fruit of the Hefpcrides. 

I pad now been fix weeks at Vera Cruz, nor would my flay have feemed long to 
me, but for the anxious, the impatient defire I nourilhed in the inmolt recedes of the 
heart, of penetrating deeper into the country, and attaining the end of all my fccrct 
prayers. 

Not all of this delay however was thriftleik; as a furtherance of njy defigns, I 
liftened to all I heard ; and put opportune queftions occafionally, as if on a matter of 
indifference, and merely for the fatisfaftion of an idle curiofity ; and by fuch means 
fucceeded, without the lead; in,difcretion, in forming conception of the meafures by 
which my enterprize might be carried into effedi. 

One day while convcrfing with M. de Ferfen on the fubjedt of the riches of our 
colonies, and the commerce they induced, he enquired of me if we cultivated cochineal ? 
I anfwered in a carelefs manner “ yes, certainly.” “ What,” replied he with aftonifh- 
ment, mingled with vexation ftrongly depidted in his countenance, “ do the French 
then mean to deprive us of this branch of commerce hitherto exclufively our own ?” 
«c "Why not,” rejoined 1, finding, and rallying him: “ do you then fancy yourfelf 
privileged wholly to monopolize this excellent boon of nature ?” “ In what part of 
St. Domingo .then is cochineal cultivated ?” enquired he. “ At Fond des Negres,” 
‘I boldjy anfwered, for having already deviated from fadt, I thought it improper 
to draw back, and was at the time far from being aware of fpeaking the real truth; 

. * 10 and 
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and that the white or Sylvefter-cochineal did indeed exift at the time at Mole St. Nicho¬ 
las ; but I wished to prepare refoiirces againft furprife and miftruft, in cafe of being in 
the end detc&ed in bringing away the infe&s. 

At another time the major of the fleet, who had repeatedly promifed to (hew me 
cochineal in the vicinage of Vera Cruz, took me an airing with him along.the meadow, 
and proud of his rare knowlege, pointed out to me on a cactus called by the Spaniards 
tunas, for the cochineal infeft, a fort of caterpillar enveloped in white cotton, which 
turned out to be merely the worm of the phalcna or moth which preys on thaf precious 
ini"e£t, and from which I had fo much difficulty in cleanfing my nopals •, I pofilively 
denied that it was the cochineal, and this miftake of my preceptor led me into 
a dirett error, I mean to fay, a perfuafion, oppofitc to the fad, that the infe& did 
not exift in the neighbourhood of Vera Cruz, a wrong perfuafion which prevented my 
purfuing my fearch for it any further here. 

The major undoubtedly related to Don Uloa what occurred during our* ride ; for 
the next day, while at dinner with that general, he enquired if I had not feen cochineal 
the day before; I was apprehenfive that this queftion was meant as a fnare, and this the ' 
rather as I fancied he was obl'erving me as he looked in the glafs before which, with 
his back towards me, he was adjusting part of his drefs; and affuredly, if fuqh had 
been the cafe, he mull have feen my confufion; I endeavoured however, as well as I 
could to compofe my countenance, and anfwered, that what I had feen was not cochineal 
but a worm; that worms were without feet, and that the one which had been ibewn 
to me was long and cylindrical, whereas, either the ebehineal mufl have legs and a 
body of hemifpherical figure, or the works of Lin ne, and of Pedro Gaza and Her¬ 
nandez, both Spanifh naturalifls, who had thus deferibed the infect, deferved to be 
given to thfe flames. 

1 had fcarcely efcaped from the peril I have related, before I had to encounter 
another : in the courfe of dinner the general of the fleet offered to procure for me 
from the governor of Mexico the appointment of botauifl on board the fleet then 
equipping at Acupulco for the purpofe of making difcoverics north-weft of California, 
and to infure me a falary of two thoufand dollars a year, with befides a thoufand in 
hand for my equipment: he dwelt ftrongly on this propofition, and offered to prefent 
me himfelf to the viceroy of Mexico, to whofe court he was about to repair. By 
accepting this offer I muft neceffarily belong to the fovereign of Spain as a botanift ; 
but I did not fuller myfelf to be perfuaded by the great advantages held out ,to me, 
from fervingi my country ; the hope of rendering it a fcrvice weighed with me more 
than the fedudtiVe offers of Don Uloa. I, however, returned him unfeigned thanks, 
and x-xcufed myfelf without evincing any dil'dain of the propofal; he again preffed fdr 
my acquiefccnce, when I replied that, having fuftained ho wrong, having no caufe of 
complaint againft the country to which 1 had the honour to belong, I could not efteem 
myfelf juftified in abandoning it; and that, being a fubjett of the King of France, it 
was not allowable on iny part, at leaft without his permilfion, to dipole of my fervicea 
to ahy other prince ; I added moreover, that being unprepared for any fuch expedition, 

I could not refolve on creating in my whole family, and efpecially in a father who felt 
for me the tendereft folicitude, that uneafinefs which would follow the ignorance of 
what had become of me, and where I was; at laft, as his felicitations were ftiil continued 
with much earneftnefs, I waved the converlation, and began feme other topic. 

We fpoke of the Paraguay tea; from the defeription of it given to me,’l was unable • 
•to comprehend farther than that it was the leaf of feme tree. I alked the governor in 
a jolting manner, whether the confumption being fo very confiderable, there was no 

tax 
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tax on it when fold ; and he anfwered, laughingly, that it really was in contemplation. 
After which, folicitous of turning the converfation on cochineal, he added that it was 
about to be farmed in Mexico. The very mention of cochineal ftartled me, but I was 
upon my guard. , * 

I am unaware whether my refufal had or not engendered any ill will towards me 
in the general; but fome days after he affeded to fpeak of botjny in a»very flight man¬ 
ner : he could not conceive, he faid, how any one could take the trouble of making 
collections of plants; that, for his part, had he the fineft herbal in the world, he 
fhould think it of no other value than to light fires with. Hurt at an attack fo rude, 
I looked at him with attention, and warmly anfwered, that for my part I was fo 
unfortunate as<o be ignorant of mathematics, of aftronotny, and navigation, but that, 
if perchance a book treating of thole fubjocls fell into my hands, far from committing 
it \o the flames, 1 fhould carfifully prcl’erve it for my children, or for fome other 
perfon who might better than myfelf be capable of appreciating its value : 1 could not 
obferve that Don Uloa felt any ways offended at the firmnds of my remark ; nay, I 
• have generally noticed that the Spaniards, though naturally lofty and proud, defpife 
thole who have not the hardihood thinking or exprdlir.g themfclvcs with becoming 
boldnefs and dignity. Still had I to aferibe to this converfation the afflicting con- 
fequencc, that, though he never gave me occafion for complaint, the general never 
after, l'eemed to entertain the fame efteem for, nor confide in me to the extent 
I wiihed, and that, for the future, 1 fhould have to place little reliance on his 
intereft. * * 

I felt the uncafincfs this affurance occafioned me, materially Jncreafed upon reflecting 
on the obfervation of thecaptain of the quarter-deck, who one day dining with the general, 
in a naif manner, confeffed, that when a lieutenant, he had been appointed insoftjunCtion 
with one of his comrades, to accompany the Abbe de la Chappe on his journey from Vera 
Cruz to Mexico, apparently as a mark of diflinCtion, but in reality for the purpofe of 
watching his movements, and preventing his vifiting the works of the fortrefs of Pirote in 
the vicinage of Jalappa, which were then under hand : I drew, as a conclufion from this, 
withgreater reafon as I had come to the country without a paffport from the court, that 
I alfwwas beleaguered with fpies ; thefe I reckoned could be no other than my officers of 
the" corps de genie, and .under this impreffion, it was not without much difquiet I 
obferved their noticing every thing, and ferriting every corner of my apartment: how¬ 
ever, reflecting that 1 had had the prudence of concealing my plan from every body, and 
thatno papers 1 had could betray me, 1 became lefs alarmed ; I even paffed piy time very 
pleafantly with my fancied fpies, vifited them very frequently, and profs fled great attach- 
infcnt to, and confidence in them. 

They told me much refpeftitig the Abbe Chappe-de-Haute-Roche; they tHemfelves 
had made correfponding and fnnultaneous obfervalions in the province of Sonora, at 
the time of the expedition againft the favages, while the Abbe wasobferving the tranfit 
of Venus over the dlfk of the fun. 

The arrival of learned men in this dull country is fo remarkable that it is tra¬ 
ditionally preferved in the memory of every body, and forms an epoch as noted as the 
appearance of the celeftial bodies they come hither to obferve. A Peruvian marquis 
whom 1 met with at the Havafnnah, never fwore by other name than de la Condamine ; 
he was indeed generally well beloved, and his departure was feen with fentiments of 
•regret by all the Peruvians; this by Don Uloa was not however attributed to any 
honorable defert in him} he told me that he was a jocofe charafter, much addi&ed to. 
pleafantry in his converfation, and complimentary, even to adulation, towards^ the 
* e Peruvians, 
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Peruvians, whofe friendfhip and affedion he Was felicitous of captivating ;.that at bottom 
he was a (hallow brained fellow, full of preemption, and ready to facrifice every thing 
to the acquirement of fame ; he added, tSat he had the meannefs to obtain a claffical 
defeription from Mr. Juflieu of Quinquina, and robbed him thus unfairly of the honour 
due to him of its djjpovery. 

I availed myfelf of the opportunity a converfation on this head afforded, to learn the 
truth of the relation given byM. de la Condamine, of the murder of Segniergucs, rpfped- 
ing which I had always had my doubts ; I confcquently put many queftions on the fubjed 
to Don Uloa, the reiult of which was as follows: Segniergucs fell in love with a trades¬ 
man’s daughter, who was under promile of marriage to an Alcalde of the place : he 
met a return, and even more than a return to his palfion; but, fatiety* cooling his 
warmth, he fancied he could not (hew his gratitude towards the lady in a better manner 
than by endeavouring to renew the engagement between her and the Alcalde, Now* 
in matters of this nature, the Spaniards are to the full as delicate as the French. The 
Alcalde turned a deaf ear to all fuggedions on that head, and Segniergucs threatened 
compulfory meafures ; hide ira. As ill luck would have it, Segniergues went to a bull 
fight, and was l'eated in his miftrefs’s box, at the iiBant the i'pedaclc was beginning, 
and the Alcalde was iffuing his orders for all'the mafks to leave the arena. The hither 
of his dulcinca, obftinately determining to remain, was greeted with a threfhing, afid 
the daughter, in the box where Ihe was feated, recognizing him by his cries, wrung 
her hands in greateft trepidation and alarm’. “ My God ! ,my God ! Ihe fereamed out, 
it is my father they arc* beating!” At theie words, another Don Quixotte, Segnier¬ 
gucs jumps into the arenfout of the box, and, fword in hand, cutting and pulling, 
attempts to force a paffage thrqugh the poffe of officers; the number of alquazils 
increases, and the mob fly to their affiftanfce; diforder and tumult are at their height; 
and though the Alcalde iffues no other order than for the arreft of Segniergues, he 
gets killed in the fray. In this event there is nothing but what is perfectly natural, and 
what might be expected from the petulance common to Frenchmen, and the arrogance 
of a young furgeon, who, intoxicated by a fortunate opening, fucceeded by the mod 
happy fuccefs, imagined in himfelf a right to do as he plcafed with the Peruvians, and 
injure them in their very home-fteds. D. Uloa further affured me, that no one but 
M. de la Condamine would have inftituted the procefs which followed. He likewife 
related to me the adventure of the night, paffed in Pichincha, by M. de la Con-, 
damine, who, out of bravado, had feparated from his party, and loft his way, and 
how he jeered* him upon it in the morning, on his reaching the rendezvous, drenched 
with^wet, benumbed with cold, and dying with hunger: “ What a fine night this, eh f 
M. de la Condamine, faid he, what a precious page for your journal!” 

On' another occafiou the converfation turned on the Duchefs of Pompadour, with 
whom he had acquaintance when in France. From the affedionate manner in which 
he fpoke of her, I gueffed he was indebted to her interference for his advancement at 
the fpanilh court. 

What however to me was far more interefting than all, was his account of the 
affair of New Orleans. Though he might appear to me inclined to relate fads in 
a manner widely different from that ufed by certain enthufiafts, the unaffeded manner 
in which he delcribed the rude treatment he had to endure, the little animation or 
vivacity he mingled in bis recital, perfuaded me that the revolution was nq other than, 
as he affured me, the effeft of mifeondud and imprudence; and that it was kindled 
'and blown into a flame by the cupidity of the chief admin'ftrators of the affairs of the 
colony. The revenge taken by the Spanifh court was not merely a confequence qf 

vol. xiii, * S h * the 
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the reprefentations of Don Uloa ; it was a merited punifhment of what was confklered 
an aft of rebellion, and fuch as in any other nation would probably have been extended 
to a far greater number of delinquents. The general agreed that the vexation of the 
people, at feeing themfelves turned over like inanimate beings, or animals fold in a 
market, to'another maftcr in Lewis XV. was not without foundation: “» But then," 
he obferved, “ as governor, what had I to do with this vexation ; how could I remedy 
or how even the King of Spain himfelf, fufficiently chagrined at being obliged to be 
content with fo fmall a compenfation ? Circumftances,” added he, “ alone were to 
blame, and the hard neceflity to which, and to the infiftance of a powerful monarch, 
he was obliged to fubmit.; while for the new government it has not after all been either 
injurious or Icverc to thofe by whom it was oppofed." 1 have heard much fault found 
\vith Don Uloa ; but all the iiibjefts of complaint that were alledged again!! him were 
charges pf familiarity unworthy of his rank, and a fhabby meannefs in his doineftic 
concerns. He has never given rooih for any one accufing him of injuftice or cruelty , 
he was in faft the log of fable, his exceffive patience made him be defpifed and dif- 
miffed. O’Reilly, who fucceedeihim, was the flork. 

However much amufed by theff'narrativcs of the general, I never loft fight of the 
objeft I had in view. I frequently vifited Don Athenas and Don Lobo, two Spanifh 
merchants; but faw them thus often merely for putting myfelf in the way of hearing 
matters relating to my plan. 

One day while in company with my French engineer, at the houfe of the latte* mer¬ 
chant, I law him examining certain packages of vanilla. I enquired, as if cafually. 
from what quarter it was obtained, and learnt that it camtf from Guadalaxara, fixty 
leagues diftant, or from Guaxnca, the diftance of which latter place was hundred 
leagues from Vera Cruz ; alfo that it was cultivated by the Indians. They next talked 
about cochineal : I did not, as may well be conceived, begin this luhjccl, but I profited 
by what I heard. I learnt that the cochineal from Guaxaca was preferable, and yielded 
a more beautiful colour than that from Flafcala, or Guadalaxara, which made me 
refolve on choofing Guaxaca for the fpot I fhould repair to. I had moreover two other 
re^bns equally weighty for this dccifion : the firft, the better opportunity I fhould 
have of obtaining the inofl perfect information refpefting the cochineal, in a country 
where it is largely cultivated; the fecond, the circumllancc of this road being lefs 
frequented than that leading to Mexico by Flafcala and Guadalaxara, and this circum- 
ftancc affording me a greater facility in avoiding highwaymen, and inejuifitivo eyes. 
It is a certain matter, in faft, that, refolved as I was on the journey* though 1 fhould 
not even obtain my paffporf, and in fpite of all the viceroys in the world, 1 ran ipuch 
lefs rifk of difeovery on the ro;id to Guaxaca, on which I fhould not be fufpefted, than 
on that of Mexico, the only city worth feeing, that only for which I had fought a pafs- 
port, and on which l fhould be fought after on the firft notice of my departure. 

Thus, with a resolution, il I fhould obtain a paffport for Mexico, to ui’e it merely for 
Guaxaca, the route to which I had adroitly learnt from a Frenchman who had beqn in 
the fervice of the late viceioy, I waited with impatience an anfwer to the three me¬ 
moirs which in fuccefiion I had addreffed to the viceroy of Mexico, to obtain the fo 
much wifhed for paffport*, # and ceafed to frequent the houfe of Don Uloa, except to 
enquire refpefting it. • 

f • 

* Even Spaniards themfelves, from wliatfoevcr part of the world they arrive at Vers Cruz, are not 
illowcu to leave it without a paffport from the viceroy. r 
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At length, on Wednefday, the 30 th May, he in a very cool manner before dinner 
announced, that he had received an anfwer from Don Bukarelly *, in which he plainly 
fignified it was not in his power, as I was a foreigner, to admit of my entering et 
famofo reyno , except by fpecial order from the court of Spain. This news affe&ed me 
far more in reality than I chofe to {hew, and 1 made a very bad dinner, though without 
attending tef what«I did I devoured a great deal. The general did not fail to enquire 
what I meant to do. 1 pretended to be fatisfied, and to be determined to demand the* 
neceffary paffports through the court of France, and wait for them at Vera Cruz, or in 
cafe of my being lent out of the country, to go ntyfelf in fearch of them; but I had 
already made up my mind in cafq of fucli an event occurring as had happened. As 
Don Uloa had a quarrel with the governor, 1 naturally concluded that the latter would 
have no knowledge of the obje&ion raifed by the viceroy, and decided on requefting of 
him a diftinct paflport for Oriffava, which was within hit? jurifdiction, and about forty 
leagues from Vera Cruz. By means of this paflport, to the licence in whicK I meant 
to give the trifling extenfion of fixty leagues, I hoped to reach Guaxaca, but hardly to 
itl'clf did my foul unburthen this defign, and with much more reafon was it then 
referved from others. 

1 went in confequcnce to Mr. Ferfcn, and, concealing from him the refufal I had 
experienced, intimated how impatient I was to reach Mexico, what vexation fo much 
tardinel's occalioned me, and how happy it would make me if even I merely obtained 
permiflion to herborize on the volcanic mountain of Oriffava : he flopped me upon 
this, itnd proffered, in the handfomeft manner, himfelf tf> folicit the governor for the 
favour I fought. 1 flew into his arms, embraced him in the moil affectionate maimer, 
and that very evening, as a token of my grateful feelings, fent him certain books which 
he had maliifofted a defire to poffefs. „ 

I faw him the next day; he had dined with the governor, and obtained the paflport. 
On Saturday he brought it me in good order : T concealed from him in a great degree 
the tranfport I felt, leff he Ihould recognize the great importance I attached to this 
paper, and be anxious to fearch into its motive. 

The next day (Sunday) I palled in preparations for my journey, and dined with the 
general, that he might have no fufpicion of my project. 

Monday l was to have hired horfes in order to fet off the next morning. The 
morning of this day, this fatal Monday, 1 rofe in raptures of traitorous joy, and gayer 
than ever before; 1 repaired to the dwelling of Mr. Ferfen for letters of recommenda¬ 
tion to Oriffav^a, breakfafted with him, and returned home to complete the packing of 
my things. 

Of a 1’uddeti I perceived a man in a blue coat with a red cockade, enter my apartment: 
he was quite out of breath, and looked wild, finifter, and angry; as foon as he was 
able to fpeak, he announced himfelf as the fecretary of the governor, and ordered me, 
in Spanilh, in the name of the King, to give up the paflport which the governor had 
entrufted to Mr. Ferfen. Thefe words, which I but too well comprehended, affected 
me as would have done an elcdtric Ihock. I alternately became pale and red, and 
feigned, in order to have time for recollecting myfelf, that I could not underftand 
what he faid ; but he fo often and fo diftindly repeated to me, el papel que el fenor 
gobernador entrego al fenor D. Francifco de Ferfen , that I thought it vain any longer to 

* However ungrateful to me the name of this nobleman, I litre give it for reafons winch it may not 
be difficult to comprehend : he was called El Excellentiffimo Senor, y Bt’ato Fraile, Don Antonio 
Bukarcllyj Uvfua Teniente General de Los Reinos de Nucha Efpana. 

5 H 4 
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turn a deaf ear: then all at once, with another turn of features, and afluming- a gay and 
gracious air, as if I began to comprehend him, I faid I was incapable of making any 
improper ufe of a kindnefs I might receive from the governor, and delivered up the 
papd fo much fightd for Uy me, begging hint at the fame time to prefent iny refpefts 
with my thinks. 

I wifhed, as he feomed much fatigued, to induce the fecretgry to reft himfelf; but he 
,begged to beexcufed, a ini ring me that he had exprefs orders to make no ftoppage any 
where 'until he had brought back my paflport, and not to appear before his mafttr 
unlefs he took it with him. 

I readily conceived from theie words that fome alarming ftorm was burfting over my 
head; but fti/l, tiling diftimidation, I allied him, apparently with the utmoft indiffer¬ 
ence, what pnfiibly could be the motives of fo fuddena change in thefenliments of the 
governor ? lie anfwercd, thtft tli-.- poft that day had brought certain orders from the 
viceroy concerning me, in virtue oiWhich he verbally notified that I was forbidden, in 
the King’s name, to leave the diflrict of the city of Vera Cruz. 

1 haftened to Mr. Fcrfcn with fuch impatience that I alniuft flew. I fi.w, I heard 
nothing, and was unable, but haftily, and in half-ejaculated words, to relate to him 
my d.'Jiiftrous adventure, conjuring him at the fame time to conduct me to the gover¬ 
nor, in order to have this matter elucidated. W e repaired to the palace, and found 
there the governor; for his part, perfectly fatisfied with recovering his papel, and 
making no computation beyond, he received me very politely, but at the fame time 
repeated to me the forbidd&nce before announced by his fecretary, of exceeding the 
limits of the jurifdiCtion of the city ; an injunction, he laid, which by order of his 
fureriors, he was bound to communicate. M. de Ferfen joked with him, obferving 
that, if I had taken his advice, he would have found the bird flown ; but afterwards, 
in a more ferious lone, he enquired what poflibly could have originated fo rigid an 
injunction. In anfvver, Don Palacio exhibited to us the letter of the viceroy, written 
after a deliberation of the audiencia real of Mexico, and the conclufum of the pro¬ 
curator general, grounded among other matters on the apprehenfion of opening to 
ftrangers the fccrets of the rich culture of the country. Here my heart panted fo 
vidrcmtly that I no longer heard any thing but the order for my leaving the country, 
(an order quite the reverie of that 1 folicited) beginning : pero dc regrefain fit tierra. 
On this the governor, who read the whole with much emphafis, laid (till greater ftrels, 
reading it even thrice over, and fhevving me the letter where it was written : in fine, 
he was exprefsly enjoined to be himfelf prefent at my going on board, ja draw up a 
declaration to that effect, and certify the fame to the viceroy. He then, fpeaking for 
himfelf, defired 1 would inform him when I meant to depart, and what fhip I meant 
to fail in. This 1 proiniled; after which he took leave of me, making a* thoufand 
excufes and profeflions, and even going the length of calling me fjijo mio , or fon $ but 
I was not his dupe. / 

On leaving the'palace I took a hafty leave of Mr. Ferfen in the ftreet, and repaired 
to my lodging, deadly fick at heart: I walked backwards and forwards, now threw 
myfelr on a feat, and now into my cot, Twinging it from one fide to the other with 
luch violence as to rifle breaking my head againft the cieling; not the leaft ray of 
comfort beamed on my mind ; in vain did I exclaim to myfelf aloud, if poflible, that 
I might li;i.cn and become lefs diffracted. In vain did I exclaim. Be calm, thou mad 
man ! poor Intemperate fool, take pity on thy intellects! Art thou not yet at Vera 
Cruz*? haft thou not reached thisdiftance on thy road ? and doft thou oot ftillremain ?• 
Oh! yes, retorted auguilh, but thou art ordered hence, thou mult „go, ana empty- 
* handed 
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handed go thy ways! Thy plan of four years Handing, even in the very port, now 
falls to wreck; f >ur years are loft of the pnfeflion thyfeU fele&edft ; that hope of 
fortune vanifhes ! fo fondly pictured in thy mind ; the advances made by thy family, 
the bounty of thy fovereign are vain, hnd foolifhly gong; thou failell in an affair 
undertaken in cornradiftion to the advice of thy father, thy friends, and every one ; 
an affair w*hich for four years has fubjected thee to nothing but alarms, chagrin, mor¬ 
tification, toil; and dangers of every defcription ; and what a bleffcd profit haft thou 
gained! Thou haft rafhiy pledged thyfelf to the minifter, and what account haft thou 
to render? Shame, humiliation, ridicule, 'contempt, will be thy lot on every fide thou 
turneft ; and worft of all, ihy objed will remain unoffeded : the Spaniards exclufively 
poffels their cochineal! Thinktft thou of this, anti doft not die of anguish ? What then, 
is grief fo little to be feared ; is it fo poweriels of iuffocatiou ? 

I paftld the whole morning a prey to fuch tormenting reflections, and under the 
greateft agitation, fwaliovving three quarts of lemonade, but without the leait appetite 
for food ; no, the fmalk-ft morfel would certainly have choked me. 

At length, tired and overcome by the weight of fo much affii&ion, my mind made 
alaft effort for relief; by dint of perpetual repetition, — thou art f till at Vera Cruz — 
the fundamental point of a d •fperate project presented itfelf to my ideas ; I calculated, 
that as no apprvnted time was fixed for rny departure, and as there was no fhip in the 
port which would fail for three weeks to come, I might in a fortnight's time complete 
a ftolen journey. Thou abfolutely muff, faid I to niyfelf, penetrate into the inferior, 
though deftiiute of paffpori, muft bear away the fl.ece lor which thou haft failed, 
dd'pite of all the dragons in the way. Inflamed by this idea, the very apprehenfion of 
being unable to realife it threw inc into a cold fwcat. 

* * 

Gcldno le Wnc, bollon i Spirit*. 

But this beam of light difperfed the former gloom, and brought with it a portion of 
tranquillity. I now thought of nothing but developing my plan, and digefting its 
detail. I walked out in the evening to take an airing, <nd went to the Nieveria, where 
1 treated tny engineers. They complimented me on forgetting lo loon the vexation to 
which. I had in the mt.rning been fubjetl. I fullered them to remain in their error, and 
returned home where, without taking any fupper, 1 palled the night in reviewing the 
plan I had projected in my mind; in retrenching, adding, and changing its minutiae, 
and in calculating on probabilities and accidents. At length 1 fell afleep ,a»d, refrefhed 
after three hours, found my fpirits lels heated, and my head more cl ar: at day-break, 
however, I reflected with fotne furprizc that there was no room left for any alteration 
in .the plan projected the night before, a circumitance nrifmg from my peculiar yiul 
conitr ifr.ed pofition : Malum ejl icnjilium quod niiitarj acquit, fays Tacitus ; this I 
repeated to niyfelf but in vain. I could find no plan better than the whole I had 
in mind, and no choice left but either to put it in execution, or return uriluccefsful: 
the latter to me was more dreadful than death itfelf, and this at once jollified in the eye 
of rcafon the evident raflmcfs of the attempt. 

1 rofe in the morning rather lefs content than on the morning before, but fufficiently 
fo to look on. the maximum of danger 1 rifked with a diipaflionate eye; 1 found the 
worfl that could happen tome, in cafe of arrell. woulifbe to be lent back, tied hand 
and foot," to Vera Cruz, and there to be imprifoned in the fort, or on board the fhip 
of the general of the port, until my embarkation; in fhort, merely«i failure, that 
probably might not take place, in my object, which would be the cafe hoy ever a'f 
certainty if 1 did not attempt the journey. 
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Every thing tended to ftrengthen me in my laft refolves, though I reflected upon 
many obftacles I "fliould have to encounter. 

In the firft place, nothing lefs than a miracle, on a road over which fo many pike- 
men were difperfed for the purpofe of arrefting deferters and (hungers, could guard me 
from being alked by fomc one,or other of them for my paffport. 

In the fecdnd place, my drefs was not that of a Spaniard^ and this inconvenience 
neither time nor my means allowed of my remedying ; this circumftance' (hewed me a 
foreigner, and expofed me the more to the looks of curiofity. 

Thirdly, an appendage to the laft noticed predicament, I fpokc the Spanifh language 
very indifferently. 

In the fourth place, I was almoft ’entirely ignorant of the road, and it was only by 
the mereft chance and niceft management l was enabled to learn by what gate I had 
to leave the town. 

’Finally, r it was necefl’ary I (hould fi t out on foot, in a climate where I fliould have 
much to encounter from .the feafon of the year, and the fands through which I had to 
travel. 1 niuft alfogo unprovided with linen, provifion, change of drefs, and books, and 
without inftruments to reap the poflible refult of tny excurfion, in encreafing our 
knowledge of natural hiftorv. 

The plan I framed for remedying thefe inconvenicncics was as follows: I (hall travel 
on foot, laid I to myfelf, as a botanical phyiician refident at Vera Cruz, in fearch of 
fimples; I {hall affutne the appearance of taking a walk rather than being on a journey, 
(hall lodge only in the pooreft huts of the Indians, and in places away from the high 
road, pretending to have loft my way ; 1 (hall avoid all towns, hamlets, and villages, 
where poflible, and where not, pafs through them by night; T lltall declare myfelf a 
Catalan from the frontiers of France, which will explain the rcafon of my fyeuking 
French well, and the Spaniflt but indifferently; 1 {hall always b o neatly dreft, wear 
fome trinkets, affe£t a good-humoured and free difpofitiou, and pav liberally for all I 
take. With all thefe precautions I mull indeed be unlucky if 1 fliould be taken for a 
foreigner or a deferter. 

In fine, after fome little provifion again!! the moil urgent wants, for example, a 
broa^f brimmed hat, a net for the hair, a rofury, an indifpeiilable article, &c.; and after 
fetting afide about three hundred gourds in quadruples, I fixed upon the Friday night 
following for my departure. 

In the mean time I vifited my friends and acquaintance, whom I apprized in a loofe 
manner that I meant to pafs the remainder of my flay with Madame de Bputilloz, at 
Medelina. 

On the Friday I dined with the general, to whom I related the trick I had played 
the*governor. It feemed to pk a/e him greatly ; and he affured me, if I had fuddenly 
made my departure after obtaining the paffport, no notice had been taken of the 
matter. 

The remainder of the day 1 paffed with the engineers ; and returned home to refleft 
a few moments on my undertaking. 

It was about nine o’clock when, after carefully locking up all my cffe&s, I departed, 
as if merely to take a walk. 

I foon reached the rampart, fealed it, and bade adieu to the city. 

For a long time I travelled brilkly along through the lands, under favour of the 
light afforded by the ftars; but a violent wind effacing all traces of the road, and the 
Iky being oveiclouded, I found myfelf wandering I knew not whither, at .the diftance 
of more than a league from the town : undecided, I went firft one way |hen another, 

ii to 
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to the crowing of cocks, and obferved the rifing of fmoke, but all i’n vain. Though 
I had twenty times before travelled over thefe fpots, night, by enveloping all objefts 
with the fame fhadowy veil, disfigured the rallying points,'which otherwife might have 
(truck my memory. I climbed large mounts of fund, fome firm, and others moveable, 
until I was utterly exhaufted. At length anxiety, combined with fatigue, made me 
determine on re-entering the city; but now was the embarraflment to find it, for I no 
longer diltinguilhed its fires: at length I faw one at the diftance of three‘hundred 
toifes, I ran thither, it was the cabin of a free negro whom I had feen before in my 
neighbourhood. I told him I had loft my way in returning front Medelina j he directed 
me on the right road, and I was exceedingly furprized at finding myfelfia quarter of a 
league fouth of the city, while 1 imagined ntyfelf in the weft. I immediately fcaled the 
rampart, and returned to my home, terribly fatigued, and ftill more vexed at my bad 
beginning. 

However, after changing my linen, I threw myfelf into my hammock, and enjoyed 
a deep as fweet as it was necellary. The next day, at three in the morning, I left home 
a fecond time, and again fcaled the ramparts, this time with fome rilk of breaking my 
neck ; — behold now Don Quixotic in the country. 

I ufed every precaution not to mifs the road 5 but direfting my fteps too much 
towards the north, 1 again ftrayed from my way, and was loft nearly an hour in the 
lands ; however, recognizing in the heavens the car of corn of the conftellation Virgo, 
and Mars, and Saturn, which were already in the eaft,*I directed my fteps weftward 
till day-brmk : at four 1 over-heard the country people going to market, and, guided 
by their voice, kept on a parallel with the road, but about a hundred fathoms diftant, 
to avoid being feen. At length, by dawn of day, the road taking through aforeft, I 
was obliged to enter it, but 1 took the precaution to flacken my pace as often as I 
didinguilhed any Indians, negroes, or Spaniards ; after they had palled I made up for 
Jolt time. At five o’clock I had cleared the foreft, and was two leagues and a half 
from Vera Cruz: here the road divided, and occafioncd a new embarraflment. 
Perceiving a muleteer with a train of a hundred and twenty mules advancing, I put: 
qutftions to him will) caution, and learnt that he came from Guaxaca, by the road of 
Monte Caiabaca, which he pointed out to me, obferving at the lame time, that he 
palled it the day before. After this. Very good, faid 1 to tnyfelf, to-night 1 flaa.ll fleep 
at Calabat;a ; and fauntcring leilurely along till he was out of fight, proceeded on my 
way ; but wljen no longer vifible to the muleteer, 1 got on at fuch a rate that by eleven 
o’clock 1 had travelled nine German leagues. I drank a glafs of brandy and ate a 
bifeyit in a tavern by the road fide near the foreft : this fatisfied me till nine o’clock, 
when I \?as parched with thirft. 1 was walking in a Jevel favannah thinly ftrevved 
with copies of mimofa cornigera, bombax, ceiba, and wild fig-trees; fave where thefe 
made their cafuul appearance the earth w as bare j for we were now at the clofe of 
winter, that is to fay, of the dry heals, which parch all the herbage 5 and the cottagers 
had. fet fire to the dry grafs, to admit of the young blades pufiiing after the rain. It was 
to me a fpedacle truly plcafing to behold, already, from the plain where I flood, the 
mountains Alvorado on the fouth, thofe of Oriflava on the weft, and the Sierra 
Leona on the north-weft, forming a natural rampart extending the fpace of a hundred 
and fifty leagues, and which mountains I trufted foon to furmount; but in the mean 
time I was dying with heat and thirft. I met two muleteers, conducing two hundred . 
and fifty mules : I entreated them to fell me fome water : they anfwered they were not 
water-fellers, but at the fame time one of them unfaftened from the pummel of his 
faddlc, a bottle full and prefented it to me. When I had drunk aftcy this falhion much 
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at my eafe, I pulled out my purfe ; but, flicking the fpurs into their mules, the mule¬ 
teers merely called out, Fa iijled con Dios, Cod be with you. 

I continued my way: by eleven l found myfi.-lf as thirfly as ever: I fancied I diftin- 
guifhed a hut; it turned out* however to be only one of thole Mexican ornaments, of 
which on mf road 1 met with fever.il, formed of earth in a pyramidal fhape, from thirty- 
five to forty feet high, on a bafe of twenty, and bearing a pefhct refemblance to our 
ice-houfep. I looked round in vain on every fid a, no habitation was vifible nearer than 
fix leagues towards the north ; I could not travel thus far our ol my road. 1 felt no 
fatigue, the road was good, but I was dying with third. 1 imagined I had made a 
charming difeovery on difijnguifhingMn a thicket a kind of fphirical cucumber; it is 
but infipid, faiS I to myfelf, but it is aquvous and refreflting. I ran to the Ipot, gathered, 
ai\d even bit one. The elcflrv fliock is nor more hidden of c !l. ct: 1 thought myfelf 
poifoned;.in this dry and fpungy fruir I found a hot and corrofive bittern. Is, which 
increafed my third in the proportion as fulphur and bitumen vvouV. the flames of a 
burning pyre. Foolifh botanifl, then faid 1 ru myfelf, did you then imagine that all 
coloquintidas mud neccffarily be fmali ? This will teach you more carefully to dudy 
the different fpecies. The fize of the fruit, equal to that of our melons, and its round 
figure completely deluded me ; 1 therefore fought font-? other afluager <>! third. 1 faw 
fome fruit of a certain caftus, called by the Spaniards tarns : it is a fpecies of opuntia 
found in St. Domingo, with red fruit. I took two or three of the.'.- figs, peeled and ate 
them. Thefe greatly leffencd t my third, when I plucked oth -is. and devoured .near 
thirty ; but failing pofhbly of peeling them with due car.’, their burning cottony cover¬ 
ing occafioncd my tongue and lips to fwell immediately, ami I found myfelf on the 
point of fuffocation. 1 dill continued my journey, and met with no one. At times 
the leaves of trees agitated by zephyrs, (truck* the ear in the manner of diflant water¬ 
falls, or fome murmuring brook: while liftening to this ptiafing promife the winds 
{tilled into calm; I no longer heard any thing, and alrnofl: refigned rnyfeli to dcfpair. 

In the mean time, the god of day, already four-and-twenty degrees above the hori¬ 
zon, darted his unfheltered beams upon me, a thoufand times reflected by the burning 
plaijjf beneath. I had merely a very light lea breeze at my back ; before an imtnenfc 
plain eighty leagues deep, prefent:d to my view at the extremity nothing but lofty 
mountains: it feemed as if all nature confpired againfl me. I thought at one iuflant 
1 plainly diflinguifhed the roof of a hut. 1 quickened my fteps, but after going three 
quarters of a league in the direction I faw it, I found myfelf in a little thicket, where, 
no longer perceiving the object, I fancied myfelf miftaken, and for once lo A all patience. 
I halted, and looking carefully round a bombax, to fee if there were neither a ferpent 
nor mufquitos to dread, 1 laid down under its (hade, and flept nearly two hours. .TheTun 
had now patted its meridian, I rofe, and fad enough, continued my journey ; but oh ! 
unlooked-for happinefs, 1 had fcarcely proceeded a quarter of a league before I dif- 
tinfUy faw the hoole I thought I had feen before. It was ftill about fix hundred yards 
from me on the futnmit of a hillock, near the river Jatnapa ; to reach it took but an 
inftant, and enchanted with the fight of that beautiful river, I would fain have leapt into 
its waves. I entered the cabin about three in the afternoon. The holt was a fhepherd : 
him I conjured, as well as the hoftefs, for amor.de Dios to give me drink and food : 
this they did with all diligence. 1 drank fucceffively a quart of water, two quarts of 
milk, and as .many of lemonade, and devoured the wing and thigh of a turkey, with 
’ three (j’cfh laid eggs, before I anfwered the leaf!; queftion. The fhepherd afkea me if 
I was a Spaniard (Cafhltano). I anf wered, 1 was a phyficianof Catalonfe. I judged as 
much, faid he, from your gait; you Europeans take longer ftrides than we Creols. 

o * Thus 
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Thus do thofe who are raoft nearly connected with nature obfcrve her wifh keeneft eye. 
As the lhepherd feemed to me rather curious and difccrning, I paid him, and complain¬ 
ing of a dreadful head-ach, threw myfelf on a hurdle made of branches, where I fell 
afleep. Four reals which 1 gave my hoft earned me at leaft four thoufand bene¬ 
dictions. , 

I flept fo tranquilly that 5 did not wake until three the next morning. The morning 
broke on the world here only at four, ftill I did not fail purfuing my journey, without 
taking leave of my hofts, for fear of awakening them. 

1 defcended the hill and reached the fide of the river : at firft I was under fome 
embarraffment refpeCting the means of croffing itj but rccolleCting that it is but a 
branch of jhe fame river which flows by Medelina, and that it is not deep, I was on 
the point of undrefling myfelf to wade over, when about twenty fathoms higher up 
1 diflinguiflied a flat-bottomed canoe: I jumped into it, and feizing a boat-hook, pufhed* 
over in an inftant to the other fide: in no part did I find more than three feet water, 
though the river was two hundred yards broad. By jumping on fliorc 1 awakened 
a dog, which began to bark, and foon after I noticed a negro looking at me over a 
hedge. 1 alked him what was the fare of the ferry ? A real was his reply. Then 
give it me, faid I, jokingly, for having done your work for you: he at this was content 
to receive nothing, though I left him his fare. 

At this fpot 1 avoided the firfi danger 1 had to encounter. The right paflage, as I 
learnt «n my return, is lower down, and t’here a corps dc garde is ftalioned, and a 
picquet of pikemen: my ignorance of the right road thus* freed me from many inter¬ 
rogatories. 

After pailing this river 1 had no other to crofs for fixteen leagues. I tripped along 
lightly by narrow but good and eafy paths : for the fpace of fix leagues 1 law not a 
fingle human being, and fhould willingly have fancied myfelf for an inftant the only 
one in nature, but for an immenfe number of rabbits, far from wild, that gambolled in 
my pathway. Few deferts are feen equally beautiful: more than half the ground con- 
fifts of an excellent ftaple of loamy earth, yellow, or black, and well adapted to culti¬ 
vation, the remainder of Savannahs. At fix in the morning I heard turkeys on my 
right, which made me imagine myfelf near fome dwelling. About feven, I faw a dozen 
of them fpring forth from l'ome withered herbage before me, and fly away with a 
terrible noife : their flight was fo rapid, and fo long continued, that I was fatisfied of 
their being wild turkeys. A quarter of an hour after, two others ran from the ground 
about a hundred fteps from me, and afterwards, three more from my left; circumftances 
which convinced me of their being an Indian production, or at leaft' of their having 
become naturalized in the country, and {hook off the domeftic yoke. 4 

By nine in the morning I found myfelf within reach of'what is called a rancho, (a 
fort of canteen.) Here 1 found an old, curious, and impudent negrefs, but neither 
bread, nor meat, nor eggs, nor brandy: I was fain to be content with a dilh of hard 
beans, badly ftewed, and a morfel of bread I had brought with me’from Vera Cruz. 
Happy precaution! I made myfelf fome punch with ta'Ea, and afterwards took three 
hours reft on a frame of bamboos in fhape of a bedftead. 

At one in the afternoon I continued my journey. The Iky was overclouded, and a 
brlfk wind blew. In the morning I had croffed five arroyos, or torrent-beds, and in 
the afternoon palled again twelve others. Nothing can be conceived mgre fatiguing 
and unpleafant than thefe paffes, owing to the trunks of trees, blocks of ftone, and 
inonftrous pebbles, with which they are ftrewed. I was indeed in a flight degree in¬ 
demnified by the variety of the plants I found in them. 1 faw a mimofa perfectly 
vol. xiii. Si * fitndar 
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fimilar in leafjmd port to the pomegranate-tree, yucas fixty feet high, ferns of very 
Angular kinds, an arum with an upright but low ftem, and a palmated-pin'natifide leaf, 
a plant of great beauty, but fo large that a $oot would weigh ten pounds ; polyanthi, 
amary Hides, See. I found among thefe torrent-beds like wife feveral wild horfea, but 
very rarely any water. , 

At length 1 reached mount Calaba$a by five in the evening, much fatigued. The 
apprehcr.fion of lofing my way, and of not readily finding any other rolling-place, made 
me determine on halting here. . 1 expected to have found it a village: it was but a 
rancho or mefs-rooms, round which horl’es, horned and other cattle, were reared, and 
nothing but maize was fown, wlvch ferves for food as well to the cattle as their 
guardians. «Thefc ranchos are compofed of three or four wretched huts : tl» demefne 
dependent on them is fometimes from ten to twenty-live fquare leagues, in which were 
'about a hundred hori’es, three or four hundred llicep, and a few hundred cows : this 
rancho was extenfive, the fanner, a Spaniard, or at leafl of mixed br^ed, was about 
lixty years of age, of handfotne figure, civil, but grave, and of rather, as he feemod to 
me, a harlh character. I acceded him, and entreated Ihelter : he granted my requeft, 
admonifliing me beforehand that he kept no inn, and had neither bread, nor meat, nor 
wine, nor brandy, but to what he had 1 was heartily welcome. I begged of him half a 
dozen eggs, which 1 ate with tordillas. Thefe tordillas are cakes made of maize, liril 
boded in water, into which a handful of lime is call to foften the exterior (kin : the 
lkin is afterwards walhed off', and the peeled maize is crulled with a cylindricaHlone, 
by rolling it over a flat one eighteen inches long by ten broad: after this fir/l procefs, 
it is kneaded with the hand, and rounded and flattened to fixe thickncfs of about four 
lines: it is then baked on *a Hone or iron plate, heated for the purpofe, awd turned, 
that both Tides may be properly baked : in two minutes the cake is made. It is always 
an infipid food, but very lloinachic, never caufes indigeftion, and at no time occafioned 
me any inconvenience. In a family confiding of two women and live or fix men, the 
former are conflantly employed, morning and night, in preparing tordillas : five or fix 
are requifite for one perfon at each meal, and they are conflantly eaten new. 

(Wy hod, who appeared to me to be an old foldicr, and who, as I afterwards learnt, 
was really one of thole pikemen whom I fo much dreaded, leaned a wily old fox, at 
lead by the quedions he put to me; but as I had undoubtedly every rcfemblance of a 
phyfician, he could but give me credit for my talc. Notwithdanding this he perti- 
nacioufly refufed me a horfe for the next day, for I thought myfclf now far enough 
from Vera Cruz to venture this indulgence: I was however forced to forego it. I 
offered to pay him for his liippcr, but he refufed to take any recompence Upop this 
I gave four reals to his wife or miltrcfs; for though he had a number of children I 
could not learn from him whether or no he was married. My liberality earned me 
for the night the enjoyment of an old cloak, which bad once been blue, but which 
from fervice had become grey. In this I wrapped myfelf, and laid ine down on a mat 
on the floor of a neighbouring penthoufe: but for this kindnefs I rilked to have jdied 
of cold, for fcarcely had 1 left the door of the hut before one of thofe dreadful florins 
of rain fell which are termed at St. Domingo avelaffcs, and of which the drops are as 
large, and fall with as loud a found as the moll formidable hail-Hones of Europe. The 
noife they made was frightful: the rain driven by the wind penetrated the branches and 
leaves whicl\ covered the penthoufe, and ran through as from fo many fpouts : in an 
inHant the Whole of the interior was drenched : one would have thought a water-lpout 
had burlt over the place. The weather caufed me the molt mournful reflections. In 
a, country interfered by torrents and rivers, if this ftorm lhould only be the precurfor 
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of others, how fliould I be able to travel, efpecially on my return with the booty I 
hoped to gain ? Could even the beft horfe in the world carry me fafe among the rocks 
and trees which are almoft always brought down the ravines after fuch ftorms ? Thefe 
reflexions were very far from comfortable; but having planned every thing for the 
beft, I had no other reliance than on Providence : with this conclufion I cpvcred my # 
head with tile cloak, and enjoyed a profound fleep till four the next morning. 

The melancholy ideas which had aliliXed me the evening before vaniflied with the» 
Jhades of night: a clear and ferene Iky, a cool morning, the profpeX of the mountains 
of Oriflava, from which I was now but twenty leagues diftant: their branch, which 
advanced forward about eight leagues like a fteep and inacceffible rampart along 
the whole contour of the plain, delighted me, and inftillcd frelh courage in my 
bread. From Vera Cruz I conftantly advanced fouth-weft : here the mountains in 
front of the plain, having no opening on the weft, the road bends fcveral points tot 
wards the fouth. 

It is worthy 8f remark, that throughout this vaft plain the courfe of the torrents and 
rivers is from north-weft to lbuth-eaft, and that their beds, though in a country fo flat 
as to feein a level, have confiderable depth : this Angularity arifes no doubt from their 
defeending uniformly from the mountains of Oriflava, and from the immenfe volumes 
of water proceeding from the melted fnow, and the hot fprings of thefe mountains 
having, by their weight and impulfe, gradually excavated the country to a vaft diftaqce, 
and tl|ps,in the Iapfcof time, worked a Hope for themfelves, which they do not feem 
to have poflefl'ed at an earlier period. * 

Though the rain was dreadfully violent during the night, fuch was the parched ftate 
of thefe fandy cantons, that the ground was moiftened fcarccly two inches below the 
furface. On this- day’s journey 4 found oaks with ovate leaves flightly dentated; a 
white amaryllis, which 1 brought back with me; a polyanthus, whole rafped root is 
ufed by the Indians in lieu of foap ; three large flocks of flieep ; twenty coveys of par¬ 
tridges, not lb large as quails, and rabbits out of number: I had to pals, moreover, no 
lefs than fixteen arroyos. The foil appeared to me generally more fertile and of better 
ftaple than that obferved the day before; Hill is it not the lefs uncultivated, and with¬ 
out inhabitants. 

By eleven in the morning I had travelled eight leagues without eating, and without 
drinking any thing but a little lemonade, which I procured of two Indians who were 
building a hut, and who were the only rational beings I met with. I now found mv- 
felf at the foot*of the iirft chain of mountains, but the fteep and almoft perpendicular 
declivity before md, the projecting rocks of which were difcernable through the hang¬ 
ing Woods, formed only a portion of the obftacles which nature, not fatisfied with this 
bulwark, has oppofed to the entrance into Mexico. In advance of thefe fteeps, and at 
the very foot of them, Ihe has formed an enormous fofte, at the bottom of which runs 
a river ten fathoms broad, of fuch rapid, fuch violent current that it has dug itfclf % 
bed, through ten ftrata of different kinds of ftonc, of eighty feet dcc'jp; over this bed 
it winds its courfe like a ferpent amid the lands, almoft without a murmur, but foam¬ 
ing, and with the rapidity of lightening : on throwing a pebble into the river, I judged 
the depth of it to be fifteen feet: when from a wretched bridge made of half rotten 
bavens, by which this river is crofted, one looks down on the torrent below, the head 
turns diz^y. At the extremity of this bridge is a rock which commands and covers it 
in fuch manner that ten men might keep as many regiments in check : In the rock 
an angular and zig-zag paffage is cut, through which the road lies, and in which no 
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more than twoperfons can march a-breaft ; add to this, a few pieces of artillery placed 
on the fummit could thence deftroy an entire army venturing to force a paffage. 

Half a league lower down is another river, which empties itfelf into this, called the 
Rio de la Punta, or of the.Point: this is not* fo deeply incafed as the one it joins. I 
found at thp end of the bridge by which it is paffed a Spaniard who received toll; as he 
had neither bread nor wine, I refolved on proceeding to diqp at San Lorenzo, though 
.the diftance was full three leagues. The toll-gatherer warned me, de las arms, (the 
coming* rain,) I heeded him not, but had caufe to repent: a heavy fhower quickly 
brought me back, and fubje&ed me to his jeers. On its ceafing I refumed my road, 
and foon reached feme fugar grounds, which feemed to me forfaken, notwithHanding 
the buildings were capacious, the pfantations very extenfive, and the canes fifteen feet 
high. At length I came to a ravine, the bed of a torrent, a hundred and fifty fathoms 
broad, and forty feet deep. 1 fancied before me the enormous fkeleton of fome extinft 
river, if Tuch an exprefiion be permitted, the only one I could fancy adequate to depict¬ 
ing the gigantic ideas enforced on my imagination by the Angular ipedtafcle of the rocks, 
the immenfe trunks of trees, the enormous ftones of all colours rounded by long and 
violent friction, which were piled on each other in confulion in the chafin. What a 
horrid fpeCtacle, but yet how magnificent, how terrible! Allthefe maffes, nowmotion- 
lefs, and furrounded by deepeft filence, had erfl been driven with refiftlefs impetuofity, 
had experienced, amid the noife of horrid crafh and dafhing foam, an active change 
of ftation : how mightily powerful then muff have been the vafl: and inconceivable 
volume of water, that thus Could have made the fport of weights and bulks like thefe ! 
Scarcely, though the bed was dry, was I enabled to pafs thgfe obllructiuns to my way. 
Picture to yourfelf, reader, this chains, winding, vaft, and deep, enclofed on cither fide 
by a foreft of trees, equally lofty, Hill, and fombre, arid alk, what painter could venture 
the difplay of leones fo wild and monllrous? O Vernet! ’tis thou alone perhaps 
would ft not in vain have dared. 

Here it was 1 law many pairs of thofe beautiful parrots of the Brazils, with pointed 
tails, called araracaunas of the Amazons, with green plumage, mixed with the yellow 
ofcthe jonquil, and of the fizc of the Guinea parrot; and a bird of prey, black and 
white, with red feathers round the beak, the fize of our buzzard. 

A molt excellent ftaple, in addition, prefented me on every fide a vegetation equally 
abundant and varied j but, alas ! it was impoflible for me to load myii. If with luch a 
mafs of troafure ; I therefore made the bed of my way, with my eyes caft down, and 
folicitous almoft of avoiding the fight of objects 1 could not choole but figh for. 

At length I arrived, exceflively fatigued, at San Lorenzo. The inn here is for a 
Spanilh inn a charming one, and to me was truly fo. The miftrefs was civil,. and*I was 
ferved with diligence. I had four frefh eggs, a chicken, and fome excellent bread, 
together with fome tent wine. Immediately after 1 departed, refolved on reaching 
Villa Cordova that day, but fcarcely had I left the church-yard, where I had been to 
examine at lcifure'its plumerise, (frangipaniers) with purple coloured, rofy, and yellow 
flowers, and thirty feet high, before the rain again began to fall. 1 took fhelter tinder 
an Indian hut, when at the in flam a negro paffed me with three horfes, the fame I had 
before feen at La Punta: I did not venture to accoft the negro before the Spaniard, 
but with Indians I ivas rendered bold by neceflity. I afked him to let me one of his 
horfes, and he agreed to conduct me as far as to his village, two leagues beyond, but 
the name of*which I forget. I jumped on horfeback, upon this, without either boots, 
fpur,*or cloak; the negro, in order to fhelter me from the rain, contrived to cover my 
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head with a mat, which hung down before and behind like a Dalmatian mantle: never 
was Robinfon Crufoe more grotefquely apparelled. 

We had got, at a pret;y brifk pace, a league on our way, when my guide pointed out 
to me the garita, or guard-houfe of* the cuftom office/s, by the fide of the road. 

I trembled on remembrance that I had no paffport: the guards had the right to flop 
nle, but wtf were now tgo near to feek to avoid them ; I therefore conceived I could 
do no better than pretend to be afleep on my horfe, and even half dead, in cafe thqy 
fhould attempt to force me to aiight or fpeak. How over-charitable my opinion of 
Spain fh centries to nourifh fuch difquiet! The rain prevented thefe vigilant gentry 
from leaving their flicker, and even, no doubt, from feeing us ; and we reached the 
village by night, without any accident. In the Ihop of a* grocer I met with bread, 
wine, eggs, and chocolate, and went to reft, after agreeing with the negro to conduct 
mein the morning to the city of Cordova for thirteen reals. 

I flept badly : at two in the morning I ran to the hut of my negro to awaken 
him, and haflen our departure; but in vain, we were not able to fet off before four. 

We entered the gorge of the firft chain of mountains through an immenfe foreft.. 
It foems the Spaniards, at one epoch, deemed this paffage of importance j for at every 
league we difeerned the ruins of forts, redoubts, intrenchments, and other fortifications, 
more or Ids dilapidated, by which the gorge had once been defended. This gorge is 
about a hundred fathoms in breadth. Between San Lorenzo and the city of Cordova 
I reckoned Fevcn of thefe forts, all of them built of ftone, but not any of them 'in an 
integral ftatu: in lieu of thefe it is, and near them, that ffome guard-houfes, called by 
the Spaniards garitas,>- Ijave been conftruded. Never did I look upon thefe guard- 
houfes againft (inuggling in fuch an odious light, or as fuch a fhocking proof of the 
arbitrariness of power as in the* New Wprld. In a country where with difficulty the 
moft abfolutc neceffaries of life can be obtained, is it tolerable, that by the exertion of 
atrocious barbarity, an indigenous plant, which nature ftrews beneath the very footfteps . 
of the inhabitants for their comfort, fhould become fo far a fcourge to them, that they 
are not at liberty, without the livdieft dread, to ftupify themfelves by its narcotic qua¬ 
lity, and ft cep in oblivion the memory of their fufferings ! 

i.’!ie Foil we travelled over conliftcd of a deep and inexhauftible red earth, Angularly 
fertile. 1 law again another fugar plantation, and canes of monitrous fize, beyond 
immenfe fields of tobacco : thus the moft productive ground in nature is in the hands 
of a lazy people, who merely cultivate a plant which can give no nourifhment to its 
cultivator. * 

Four leagues? brought us to the Villa de Cordova. Domes, towers, numerous 
fteeples, announced a large city, and gave me great apprehenfion. A frefh garita at 
the gates of the city ! Might there not be fome information given refpefting me ? Might 
not a troop of pikemen be waiting to put ine into irons? Alone, on foot, I might 
have avoided the town, as I intended ; but to ad thus in the face of an enemy, to im¬ 
plant l’ufpicion in the mind of my guide, or even to make him n confident, him, an 
African, an individual of a nation the moft perfidious, one of the l'ubjects of the King 
of Spain, the moft devoted to his fervicc. This could never enter my head : to fend 
him back was by no means a fafer plan ; on the contrary, I treated him with great 
kindnefs.. 1 therefore refolutely entered the city, but I deemed it right to play the fame 
part I bad done at the laft village. How little i knew of the Spaniards! they are by 
no means fo vigilant or adive: they never enquired for my pomnaflteau, nor fub- 
jeded me to the lead ferutiny. • 

1 alighted 
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I alighted at an inn in the fuburbs, where I fell fuddenly ill. I laid me down to reft, 
and had a l'oup Ynade ready for me. 1 flept till two o’clock, and arofe radically cured. 
After eating an indifferent foup, made with excellent mutton, I paid my reckoning, 
and enquiring for the refidencc of the Alcadc*Mayor, I pretended to direct my fteps 
towards it, and traverfed the whole length of the city without meeting any other than 
Indians or Negroes. , ' 

t The city of Cordova may be a thoufand fathoms fquarc. Although an ancient 
town, the iilets are Hill, at Icaft the greater part of them, gardens excepted, in the 
centre of the city, where is a large fquarc, equal in fuse to the place Vcndolme, at Paris, 
with three fidcs of Gothic or Moorifh arcades, ornamented with a tally fountain, which 
jets forth a prodigious volume of exquifite water: the fourth fide is occupied by the 
great church : the ftreets are paved, broad, and rcclilcniar : three-fourths of the houfes 
are of flone, but the inhabitants are poor. Whenever nature is peculiarly bounteous to 
man, there is man conftantly leaf! attentive to nature: accuflomcd to her boons, he 
contra&s a liftlefs lazy habit, which prevents him from laying up ftore again!! her 
.viciffitudes. The city is built on a railed plain, formed by a long hill, between two 
valleys, each of them bounded by lofty mountains, which form the pais into Mexico. 
The opening between the mountains may be about a league wide, but no where is fuch 
rich and beauteous vegetation apparent; no where a field for culture which would be 
fo luxuriantly repaid as on this long plain. The foil here is a red loam, from ten to 
fifteen feet deep. In the gardens, cherry-trees, apples, peaches, and apricots, ary in¬ 
termingled with fapotiliers and«orange trees, thus combining the fruits of botli hetnif- 
pheres. In the hedges are ciders and afh trees, with a fort of arborel'ccnt tegetes or con- 
volvolus, the feed of which I could not procure; and a fecond kind of this plant with 
bell fhaped flowers, which, eight inches in length by a 'breadth of three, are pendent, 
the margin terminating in long lacinia:. 

. The quantity of rain that fell at noon was confiderablc, and the road was very 
flippery ; ftill, in order to avoid all interrogations, 1 determined on letting off: the molt 
difficult point was to find the road to Oriflava, feven leagues diflant: 1 followed one at 
all rifk till I reached the extremity of the fuburbs, where 1 met fome Indians who put 
me iiFthe right way, from which I had deviated about a hundred flops. 

After an hour’s travelling it began again to rain. At this inllant I met a train of more 
than two hundred mules : their loading had been depofited under tents, and as for the 
mules themfelves they remained quietly feeding in the high road, which is conftantly a 
fpace two hundred yards broad, covered with turf of perpetual growth, butevithout any 
ruts, or tracks of carriages, as there are none ufed in the whole difiance between Vera 
Cruz and Tecuacan. 1 was obliged to enter an Indian cabin, where 1 drank a,glafs‘of 
pine apple water, a beverage, if well made, equally pleafant with lemonade: for this I 
paid a real, and the rain ceafing, refumed my journey. 

Two leagues thence I defeended a deep ravine, in which I perceived a very folid 
flone building, without any roof, and long deferted; but whether it had been a citadel, 
a temple, or a private houfc, I was unable to afeertain, owing to the trees and herbage 
with which it was covered, and which concealed the plan of it. I merely remarked 
that the walls, ftill twenty feet high, were three feet in thicknefs: the windows refem- 
bled ibofe of our ancient churches ; but of what utility a church in this pofiripn, where 
not the fiualleft veftige of a village could be feen? It is therefore more probable., it was 
originally fomefort intended to defend a bridge, over a ftnail but very rapid river, 
which ruins,by its walls: ftill, for this purpofe the fite could not have been worle 
dhofen, for by attending or descending the river, the fort would have eafily been 
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avoided; and it is, moreover, commanded by the fummit of the hill, on the Hope of which 
it is conflrudted. 

A few paces diftant are feven or eight huts, near another river, which like this has 
its courfe From the north-weft: in the ravine in which it run were fome elders and 
alh trees of fingular beauty.. A league beyond, on the left, and at a hundred paces from 
the high road, 1 faw font* Mexican monuments, forming a quadrangle: each confided 
of a pyramid about twelve yards high, with a bale of twenry. The foil* here was 
excellent, yet, n irwithftandijig, deftituteof cultivation, if a little tobacco be excepted. As 
for the paftures they were fo exuberantly clothed, that on a plot of about a fquarc 
league,.! counted no lefs that) eleven flocks of flu'ep, each confifting of fix hundred. 

Night was now drawing on, when fortunately 1 met ati Indian, wliofe directions pre- 
ferved me in the right road to OrilJava. . 

Thanks to the rain and the (hades of night, I was not ftopt either at the garita of the 
city, or at another which I palled on an eminence near the ravine. 

I was much fatigued with a march of eight leagues, through the rain, and over a bad- 
road. 1 entered three inns in fucceftion, but could meet with refuge in neither, their holts 
objecting to receive me, and recommending me as a Itrauger to the cafa reale, a kind 
of hofpital for travellers, the name of which, however relpectablc, was repugnant to my 
feelings; fo much does ignorance at times give formidable fhape to names ! At length I 
entered a fourth inn, called la cafa grande: the front of it was a grocer’s fhop : within 
was « vafl. court, furrounded by arcades, which ferved as,a corridor from top to bottom, 
and four ftdes of building ; the caf.ro introduced meat drft into a room, beftrewed with 
the dung of tlie poultry v. hicii roofted in it. I looked at him indignantly, with my ftick 
raifed * raid ready to llrike him, in cafe of his not (liewing me fome other apartment. 
Though lefs filthy, the chamber he gave me was nowife better fumilhed: a bed-frame 
of bambo, a table, a wretched fear, with one of its legs rotten, a door-way fimilar to that 
of a citadel, and the rufty hinges of which would not admit its doling; fuch was the 
lodging 1 had to (hare with a poife of Happing bats : for fupper I had four eggs, a difti 
of Hewed beans two Spanifii radiflies, and half a dozen lettice leaves ; as for bread and 
wine I was obliged to feck them myfoif at the (hop. Such an expenditure made 
me be confidercd of confequence, and for two reals I obtained a inattrafs : my fupper 
colt me four. 

At dawn next day, ! pondered on the means of learning diltindtly the route and dif- 
tance to Guaxaea. After long meditation I entered a convent of Carmelites, where 1 
begged to fpeak jviih the prior: I was no doubt thought to affume above my iphere in 
fuch a requeft, and the fub-prior came to me. Judging from his round and jolly coun¬ 
tenance/! deemed himaperfon in whom l might confide. 1 therefore told him, as in 
fecret, that being a phyfician and hotanift, my occupation was the ftudy of natural hiftory 
and plants; that for three years 1 had been on my travels in view of perfecting myfelf 
in this branch of fcience ; that during a temped 1 had made a vow to go on foot to 
Nfi;a. Snra. de la Soledad, in Guaxaea, which till now 1 had faithfully executed, but 
that, feeling myfelf exhaufted with fatigue, and preffeu for time in order to return for 
embarkation, I was folicitous of learning whether fuch a favorable interpretation of my 
vow could be admitted, as would allow my completing thc.refidue of my pilgrimage on 
foot, in presenting, as was but reafonable, for the indulgence of deviating from the 
letter of my vow, certain pious offerings and alms. After a learned difeuffion on thi c - 

. * It is fit I fiioiiU remark that no refpe&able tradefman, nor any one in eafy circumftances, vouehfafea 

to keep an inn ; inns are coiifcquently let at fo much per day to a cafero ; a defeription of men regarded in 
a meaner light than our footmen, and who may be roughly treated with impunity. * 
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point, my Carmglite was of opinion that I certainly might, by means of prayers and 
alms, acquit myfelf towards our Lady of the Solitude: taking him at his word, I drew 
from my purfe four medios d’oro *, and begged of him to take upon himfelf the offer¬ 
ing I wiihed to make: this he refufed, affirming the fum to be thrice ton large. In vain 
did I infill: 1 could not prevail on him to accept any thing, which not a little difcon- 
Cftrted me, as I hoped by dint of bribery to obtain from him * the information which I 
needed ; neverthelefs I did not lofe all hope from the civility he (hewed me : he even 
prefented me to four other fathers, (hewed me the houfe, the garden, and was in rap¬ 
tures at the defeription I afforded him of different plants, of which the community was 
wholly ignorant. At length 1 was on the point of lofing my fub-prior, when I be¬ 
thought of inquiring whether there was not a convent of Carmelites at Guaxaca, and 
how far that city might be diftaut: this time my good monk fell into the fnare. 
Anxious to appear well informed on what I enquired, he afforded me an itinerary fo 
minutely detailed, league by league, and village after village, that the general of 
• an army might have milled to it for the plan of a march, as 1 had full means afterwards 
of ascertaining. 

Highly charmed, after a route of forty leagues, in which I had, as it were, been 
obliged to feel my way, at meeting with a perfect and unfufpcCted guide, I was pre¬ 
paring to take my leave, when the brethren obligingly prefled me to take a furvey of 
the upper apartments of their houfe; hence it was that. 1 could but admire the 
delightful fituation of Oriflava. This city is about three thoufand yards long, 'by a 
thoufarid in breadth; the ftreets, fpacious, clean, and well paved. Excellent water, 
pure as eryftal, is found in every quarter, but the cool ‘proceeding thence gives 
fuch a fpur to vegetation, that, fpite of every precaution, the pavement is oVerfpread 
with herbage, nay, even the houfes though of done are covered with mofs, evergreens, 
and ferns of every fpecies : its population is 3000 whiles and 1500 negroes or Indians: 
its manufactures confift of fome tanneries and coarfe cloths. '1 his is the entrepot for 
the traffic between Vera Cruz and the cold countries: here the caravans of mules 
are wont fo reft and fojourn a while ; and here the clerks of different houfes fix their 
prices on the articles brought from the interior and from Europe. The city hands in 
a valley a league wide. The country about enjoys the advantage of yielding the fruits 
of Europe by the fide of thofe of America, 'ihc air is mild yet lively, and the tem¬ 
perature enchanting. At nine in the morning, the thermometer of Bourbon denotes 
12° above the freezing point. The city is iurrounded by inhibited mountains, which 
leave between them fo many little gorges or openings : the fuinmits of thefe mountains 
puefent the effeCt of a palifade of pyramids covered with forefts of the livelieft verdure, 
delighting while they cafe the eye: their angular points rcfcmble fo many pines, while 
above them; proudly eminent, rifes the volcano of Oriflava, clad in perpetual fnow, 
and prefenting at once, in conjunction with the minor mountains, the Angular contrail 
of boreal winter with the fummer’s grateful garb. Let the reader figure to himfelf an 
immenfe fugar-loaf, its apex obliquely truncated towards the city, and evincing a proof 
that, when it burnt, the ignited eruption rolled towards the plain of Vera Cruz, and 
he will have the image of the volcano of Oriflava. The faft of the eruption of the laya 
in the direction aflumed, is confirmed by the pumices found by me on the very margin 
of the Gulf of Mexico, in the neighbourhood of Vera Cruz, a faCt the more furprifiog 
■when it is colifidered the diftance is not lefs than five and thirty leagues from" the city 
of Oriflava, a city which afluredly was not founded previous to the extindion of the 
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volcano, which feems even now to threaten the city. "When in the morning the plain 
was ftill enveloped with the darknefs of night, 1 jaw, and with fentiments of admira¬ 
tion and delight, the towering fummit of this lofty mountain, Alining like ftlver, but 
filver gilt with the faffron beam of day.» 

The convent of the Carmelites built with a magnificence, truly barbarous, poffeffes* 
in its maffive ftru&ure fomewhat noble and ftriking: internally it is lively*, very clean, 
and kept in excellent ortfer. Paintings, in the moll extravagant ftile, are laviflied op 
every part, but their bright colouring pleafes the eye : the church, as ufual,. is gilt in 
ridiculous profufion; but in the fanftuary, worthy of remark, is a very extraordinary 
piflure, representing the Affumption of the Virgin: Mary is fecn, ftill proftrate, but 
in a fuperb chariot with fix wheels: two bilhops’dreft in copes and metres, hold the 
naves of the wheels in one hand, and a flambeau in the other: fix others are mounted 
behind on the footman’s (land: the trainers are twelve cherubims with blue wings, 
and in Roman dreflfes, a helmet on the head with feathers, and their hair*floating in 
the manner of dancers in a ferious opera, and they are harnefled to the car, with traces 
like our cannoneers, to the gun. Elias on the box, with a lily in his hand held like a . 
whip, a£ts as coachman; and his difciple Elijah, on horfeback, as poftillion. 

After having thus furveyed the whole of the convent of the Carmelites, I departed 
loaded with civility j when in the middle of the ftreet, a new incident, which I had not 
forefeen, difturbed me an inftant: I knew every ftage on my road by heart, and all 
but the moll eflential matter, the gate by which 1 had to leave the city : I ventured to 
enquire, and a rogue of a Ihopkeeper dire&ed me oppofite to the right, I had in 
conl'equence to retrace my fteps, and on return, met my gentleman, who merely laughed 
at me, but a frowning brow and an angry look I darted upon him, changed his coun¬ 
tenance, land made him pale as death. I at length palled the right gate into the road, 
over a bridge that crofled a finall river, which bathes the exterior of the city : a very 
large ftreet, which ferves as a fuburb, led me to the barrier at the foot of another 
bridge. This pafs was guarded by cuftoms officers ; one of them enquired whither I 
was going: I told him to colled plants; and that I lodged at the Carmelite convent, 
from which 1 was (hortly about to go to Vera Cruz. In turn, I put many queftions to 
him/, and the fellow conceived himfelf highly honoured at having in his power to give 
information to a foreign phyfician fo learned as myfclf. The chief of the officers then 
took me afide, into a room well furniflied with fpears, piftols, and fwords ; and now, 
thought I to myfelf, you are caged ; 1 was however quit for a moment’s dread, and 
a fight but .little agreeable indeed, though without danger : the fpe&acle difplayed, 
was the confequence of a malady faid to have originated in the country where I was, 
and witty which our chief was dreadfully afFe&cd : I preferibed to him a mode* of 
treatment; after which, dying with impatience to relume my journey, I left him, 
in fpitc of all his otiers of fervice, and his invitation to take chocolate. 

I left Oriifava fatisfied with having fome claim of fervice from a man whom I Ihould 
elfe have reafon to fear on my return. 1 marched on in high fpirits, and mended my 
pace in view of gaining the mountain before pie, and even of climbing it, if poflible, 
to enjoy the beautiful profpeft I promifed myfelf from its fummit; but when I had 
travelled about four leagues, I found myfelf tired, and in need of nourilhment. 

I refolvedon entering an Indian cottage on the road, where I was well received, and 
treated with bread and eggs, all that can well lx* expefted from this wretched clafs 
of men’: but what ftruck and charmed me far beyond my meal, was the perfect 
beauty of the miftrefs of the cottage : 1 looked for faultinefs in her, but, alinoA naked 
as’fhe was, having nothing on but a furbelowed rauflin petticoat, trimmed with a rofe- 
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coloured cord, and a fhift which left her fhoulders bare, the niccft ferutiny difeovered 
no defect, her whole figure emulating in fymmetry the regularity of her features. 
I told her flic was very handfome : it feetned to pleale her and two old women who 
were prefent; the one her mother, and the «ther her aunt, laughed heartily on the 
occafion. 1 put many queltlbns to her ; and learnt Ihe was married and had children ; 
thefe circumdanc.es but. rendered her the more interefting, and her charms had even 
a diforderly effect on my fenfes. I ventured to draw forth a piece of gold ; but recol- 
Peiling pyfelf: wretch i faid I, what wouldft thou ? Is l’uch the object of thy 
toil ? In a foreign country, friend lei's, and without fupport, environed by myriads 
of dangers dill ever fpringing beneath your feet, wouldft thou lofe thyfelf ? vvouldlt 
yield to the enervations pf voluptuoufnefs ? Madman away I With thefe l’elf-reproofs 
I left the cottage without fpcaking a word, or daring to take another glance, and 
dragged tnyfelf, fighing along. When I had journeyed half a league, I found myfclf 
better: a jhoufand different ideas came to my affiflance and confutation, and I found 
rnyfelf quite refrelhed, proving what is faid by La Bruyere, that “ nothing more 
enlivens the fpirits than the reflection of avoiding a folly.” 

Defpight of the bad roads, I journeyed on a league and a half, and found rnyfelf 
oppofite to Aquulfingo, where the dedication of a belfry was celebrating : 1 did not 
choofe to dop, for I could have halted only at the Cafa Reale, and I had imbibed luch 
a dread of lodgings of this kind, that I had no inclination for experiment. 

I mud oblerve that, in every village, the. Cafa. Re.de is the court in which the 
Alcalde fits, and judiec is adminideivd : when not appropriated to this augud purpole, 
the Cafa Reale is only a wretched caravanferai. or rather penthoufe, in which travellers 
obtain fhelter gratis. Commonly the whole furniture confiffs of two or three frames 
of bamboo for beds, a table, a feat, and a hemilpheive of cr< feentia or vefiel, which 
forves at once for pail, for pits-pot, and to drink from. An Indian is kept in guard 
of thefe precious articles, and to wait on travellers, that is to lay, to fetch them what¬ 
ever eatable can be found in the village for their money : Lnis guardian is denominated 
a cafero , he is alfb a cook ; but his whole knowledge of cookery is confined to boiling 
an egg hard, and burning a chicken. 

I tfcvelled on, and came to about fifty Indian huts built on the road fide : wavering 
in opinion whether or no 1 fhouid dop here, or attempt to climb the mountain at the 
rilk of being caught in the rain, I remained Ionic: time irrefolute; at length fatigue, 
the dread of lofing my way, and the more weighty dread of being thoroughly leaked, 
determined me, though it was yet broad day-light, to alter the lad of the .Indian huts 
which I law on i he road : it was built like the cabins ul the charcoal-makers in the woods 


ol France, but fo low as prevented one Handing upright. % 

I found here ad-male Indian .and a little girl, bufily employed in making tordilyas: 
they received me without ceremony, but yet with refpcct. They did not comprehend 
a fingle word of Spanilh, nor I the lead of the Mexican tongue, fo that our converfa- 
tion was ncceffurily by ligr.s. The mother prefented me a tordilya, which I took and 
ate, but with no appetite, giving her in return a real. I prefented the little girl a packet 
of pins, which file accepted, and found mighty curious : immediately another tordilya 
was ferved up, covered with an egg and chili: the latter difh I found excellent, and 
paid for with another real. I law they were preparing me dill others, but I made them 
ligns to defift. 

. Tordilyas have before been noticed: they form the chief food of the Indians. As’for 
chili it is a Mexican fauce made of pimento and tomatas, or love-apples, pounded 
together in a mortar, and mixed with fait and water: it is the common fauce, and 
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indifferently for bread, meat, and fifh, and is the moft delicate ragout known to thefe 
• worthy people. Thole who are in eafy circumftances, always keep it’by them to eat 
their tordilyas with, which are without it infipid. The Indian when he has no tomatas, 
knowing without doubt the affinity between them and nigtyfhade and phyfalis , or the 
winter-cherry, fubftitutes alkckengi , or the winter-cherry, as I frequently remarked 
on my way,* a circumftarife which put me on my guard in eating this fauce. 

Night coming on, the father or the family arrived with live children, the oldeft* 
about fifteen : three others, one of which at the bread, had remained at home ;*thus in 
all eight children, the father, mother, and my fed f, were collated under a little roof of 
fhingic in a hut, but fifteen feet fquarc. The poor Indian, tired wit If labour, and half 
/larved, p re fen led a mild and benignant phyfmgnomy : he ■ffiewed me forne little 
attention, but overflowing with affection, he fmothered his children with klifes, while 
the tcnderell love beamed in his looks, which were conflautly directed to his wife, fave 


inter*..if; by the lent.; iff a language ftvect and fiiori, and by founds which refembled 
the melodious notes of the bullfinch ; thus joy, tendernefs, and repule awaited the 
worthv Indian, as compmfations for his daily toil. He gained by h is work hut two 
r. ds. "i gave him i t addition two. but profit feemed to intercii him little. Avarice finds 
entrar.ee iu the heart of the child of nature, awake to the feelings of a hulbaiui 
an'*i n let!: .v. • 


I laid down to 
my dinner, fuels, 
thoufand daggers 


ref:, my heart full of this fcenc, and adverting in thought to that at 
laid I, Inch are the hearts in which you would have plunged ten 
by the fed ac tion of a wife, the joy and only folace of her partner. 


To thefe n ‘lections a thoufand infects joined their troublefomc hum to drive away 
repole. 1 Iff! iireiched on two bad fheep-fkins, but the night was cold, and I had no 
covering, the rain even penetrated our flcn.ier roof. As therefore I could not 


ileep, 1 rofe and left thole good people in lilencc, but deeply affeftod with what I had 


obferved. 


The evening before I noticed near their houfe a bath of rather a curious condruc- 
tion : it was a little houfe eight feet long and fix broad, with walls two feet in height: 
its roof, fiiapcd like ours, covered with ridge tiles, overtopped a wall built of brick, 
and refcmbling that of an oven: the Hoor alio was paved with brick: it was raifed near 
a fountain or rivulet, and beneath its level. Within the building a fire is kindled, as 
in an oven to hear it: the fire is afterwards withdrawn, and the ftreamlet fuffered to 


enter. After a few minutes the invalid, about to avail himfelf of the bath, is placed init», 
feet downwards, with no means of breathing, but by the* door which is about eighteen 
inches fquarc ; this remedy is rarely ufed, and only in defperate cafes, as I was enabled 
to gather from the broken feiitences and geftures of the Indian : of doves limilar to this 
I met with 1'everal on my way. 

I'have obferved that on quittiug the plain,-the road lays through a gorge which 
begins at La Punfa. This gorge is bounded on the fouth-wdi by Aquulfingo, and fud- 
denly by an appendage of the volcano of Oriffava, which forms, as it were, a kernel, or 
tenant, that unites the frame of the two ranges of mountains which form the gorge in 
which the cities of Cordova and Oriffava are fituate. This kernel or tenant it was 
neceffary I fhould pafs to enter into Tecuacan. 1 had obferved it attentfvely the day - 
•before, and noticed the road traced on its reverie. However high and deep the moun¬ 
tain, this road, which is very well planned, and paved even in certain parts, would be 
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far lefs laborious to traverfe, were due care taken to repair the injuries to which it is 
fubjcd from fprings precipitated from the top of the rocks in a thoufand Angularly 
curious cafcades; and from the torrents which, during heavy rains, bear every thing 

before them. * 

I was on this road by two in the morning. The atmofphere was replete with moifture, 
owing to the night dew and a thick fog which covered the njountain: the'cold in con- 
fequence was fo benumbing that I could fcarcely move my fingers. I afeended 
* rapidly v and by dav break was on the ridge of the mountain. 1 faw there a number of 
oaks, fimilar to thole of the plain, the favin fhrubs*, and arbuftac, which I took for 
myrtles, but which the obfeuriry prevented my afeertaining. I was pleafing myfelf 
with the magnificent profpett I Ihotlld enjoy ; the eafe with which I lhould contemplate 
the volcano, 1 and the birds-eye view 1 lhould have of the gorge 1 ha ' quilted, and the 
plain I had to enter on the rifing of day, as 1 alcended the mountain, but my expecta¬ 
tions were fruftrated by the fog, which did not difperfe the whole day long. 

I faw on my way two dealers in poultry ; and farther on, two caravans of mules 
feeding around their encampment. 

Scarcely had 1 gained the funnuit before 1 had to defeend, for the crell of the moun¬ 
tain is barely ten fathoms broad. I now tripped lightly down, fatisfiod within myfelf 
I had nothing further to apprehend, and as much at my call* as if a thouland leagues 
from thofc whom my fears reprel'ented in purfuit of me. 

I'fancied myfelf in quite another country ; and in fact nature prefented a volume 
perfe&ly new to my delighted eyes, and treated them with a molt fuperb difplay of 
plants of various genera. , 

Here the geranium f, there a fpecies of heliotrope of a very curious fpecies, no 
feeds of which unfortunately were ripe : beyond theft? miflctocs ||, tnidus cautius §, of 
very Angular kinds; a fpecies of medlar, yucas *|f thirty feet high, and finally, 
at the bottom of the mountain, magueys, a plant which became the molt pre¬ 
dominant. 

The gorge I traverfed now prefented a road of beautiful turf, and now a foft and 
evq§ fand. 

At feven in the morning 1 difeovered a village, the huts and houfes of which divided 
from each other by long intervals, gave tne an idea of what the Spaniards call a 
pueblo, it was clapuleo , divided into a rectory and curacy, and about a league in 
length. 

This fpot may be reckoned the vineyard of the country ; but what a vineyard! 

A valley extending three leagues by half a league in breadth, is diclufed by rnoun- 
tjtins covered with fome cafti, but chiefly with the agave Americana or aloes. This 
plant, which is indigenous, in addition, is here cultivated and multiplied ad infinitum 
by the Indians. Its leaves, three or four feet in length by a foot and a half broad, 
ferve the inhabitants in lieu of tiles; and fome cottages I have feen were very fkilfully 
covered with them. The plant yields a beverage efteemed by this people delicious, 
but of which the mere appearance was fufficient to excite difgult in me: it is of a whitilh 
colour, thick, conftantly turbid, and uufulceptible of clarification. The following is 
the manner in which it is extracted. Previous to the aloes {hooting forth its fpear, 
the Indian, after cutting away fome of the leaves in order to form a paflage,.on arriving 
at the heart of the plant, tap it to the pith in nearly the fame manner as an artichoke, 

* Djpecia monadelphiea, f Monadt-lphia decandria. $ Pentaiidria monogyuiu. 

B Dioccia tetrandria. § llcaundria monogynia. The fame clafa. a fpecies of aloe*/ 

he 
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he removes the crown of upper leaves, enclofed the one within the other, and 
after hollowing in the ftem of the plant a cavity capable of containing two or three 
quarts, he places the crown on again, and leaves it. In the courfe of that day and 
the following night the fap of the plant tranfudes front e\ery part of the young leaves 
cut off with the crown, and falls into the well below ; this the next day t great care is 
taken in emptying, ami this procefs is repeated until the plant becomes exhaufled, 
when it periflies : it is then hewn down, and renewed by the pipings it generally 
bears. • 

This fpecics of aloes is fometimes fo large as to meafurc fifteen feet in diameter : it 
throws out its leaves like the fpears of chcvaux de t friz, but of far more folid ftru&ure : 
it occupies all the backs ofihe hills of Clapuleo, a talky antl ftony foil 1 the bottom is 
fown with barley and other corn. The morne of Port-au-Prince grows many of this 
fpecies of aloes. * • 

'l his forms one of the chief objects of culture at Clapuleo, which furniflfes the con- 
fumption of a circuit of eighteen leagues radius. There arc Indians who h^ve con- 
ftamiy forty of thefe wells, which I could fafely wager they empty every day. I am- 
ignorant at what price this beverage is fold, but it is in great requeft, and I have feen 
it on its way in (kins to every quarter round about. 

I had travelled fix long leagues without eating, after a very indifferent night, and 
but a bad fupper the evening before. It was nowile aftonifhing therefore that.l felt 
hungry : I enquired of the firft Indian I* met where the tienda was (the eating-houfe) j 
but neither he, nor leveral others I met with in fucceffion, underflood me: at laft I 
ventured to enter a hut, where 1 found two women and a young man: I made figns to 
them by .pointing to fome eggs, that 1 wanted food : they brought me half a dozen, 
which 1 caufed to be roafted in their fhc’l, and devoured, with four tordilyas. I after¬ 
wards for beverage made a kind of lemonade, and might have been content with this 
meal, but feeing my llv Indian had a fowl in the pot over the fire, well feafoned, I . 
w ithout ceremony afked him for a part: he gave me firfl one wing, then another, and 
afterwards a leg. Thefe l ate entirely, to the great aftonifhmcnt of the bye-flanders, 
who thought me, no doubt, but ill qualified in purle for i’uch an appetite. To difmifs 
their fufpicions I took four reals from my purfe, which they received with pleafure, 
and would have had me take the remainder of the fowl, but this I refufed, as I did alfo 
a beverage made from the maguey, and called by them pulque, as the whitifh, 
troubled, and dirty appearance of it, infpired me with difgufi. I afterwards laid me 
down for ah hour to refl in this little hur, conftruftod in the fame manner as the huts 
of our foldiers, and but ten her long, but fo clean, with every thing in fo much order, 
that nothing can be imagined more l’o. Thefe good people were fimplicity perfbnified. 
Their language, different from that of the Indians of Aquulfingo, is Angular, and little 
but clucking. The only founds diflingu[(liable are a multitude of lya’s, or 1 mouille’s, 
and mutee’s. The man who comprehended and fpokea few Spanifh words, enquired 
of me how far it was from there to Caltile ? I anfwered, two thouliud leagues, but here 
J*fpoke beyond his undcrflanding. He readily concerted the numbers ten, twenty, nay 
a hundred, but beyond ibis number his ideas did not extend. He admired the knot 
of my cane and its handle, my watch and fnufl-box, obferving them with the moft 
innocent curiofiry, but without defire or anxiety to poffefs them. 

At nine in the morning, finding myfclf fufticiently refreshed, I left my kind hofls. 
A cooling breeze, a cloudy fky, everything promifed me a pleafant "journey, anil 
determined on deeping beyond Tccuacan. * 

Scarcely 
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Scarcely hail I gone a hundred Hops before I was accofted by an Indian, who en¬ 
quired ol" me whither I was going ? I anfuvred to Guaxaca: upon this he offered me 

» .til 1 1 * 1 ___..... 1 ....i/1 a \*- /. ...Lnl. 



1 luuiv min ivii *.***»-*5 v, - r/ 7 - t . 

to go his ways. I have l'mcc learnt that my fufpicion:; oi him were groxuuliefs, and 
that he was oniv one of thole people called tepJthr, whole office it is to feck horfes for 
travellers, and Verve them as guides. Still, l v. s mu i'orry on learning this, that I had 
not taken advantage oi his proffer, for he vm:id molt ail'urcdly have conducted me 
on horfebaci»„ in broad day, through the lire. :.; of Tec.ua#nj a rifk would have made 
me die ten thouiand deaths with tear. 

.On leaving the pueblo, 1 law a number oi pretty rabbits, by no means wild, fevcral 
birds of charming plumage, and the arbol 1'. ruano, which yields a fpccies of pepper. 

After three leagues through beautiful vallirs, in which the harvclt had been reaped 
feme days before, and where already the i.Hh.mdman was employed in Cowing again, 
I difeovered from an eminence the plain < t .ctiacan. Hitherto 1 had only travelled 
through the gorge leading to it: the Idem: which afterwards llruck me was Angularly 
delightful, but the pleafure it ocealioned was klletied by the revival of my curled fears, 
at the fight of a country fo well peopled, and the rt licet ion that 1 mull neceflarily 
travel through lb large'a city as’lYcuacan, v.hic’n l painted to myfeil Ivvarming .with 
corps dc gardes, alcaldes, and algunzils of ev. rv defeription. 

As it was too early to wail tilfnigl.i-lah, I bethought my/c!f of the expedient: of 
rounding the town, without entering it; in confequence, 1 continued my pay at a 
quick rale, but not fo quick as to be blind to.the beautiful proipefs around. 

From the extremity of the gorge I had juft traverfed, on reaching the Hope of the 
hill, is icon the vaft and fupevb plain ol 'ft ctiacan. Its breadth is fix leagues, and it 
extends in a fcuih-caft and north-well direction fome twenty league s beyond Jalappa, 
between two chains of mountains, which bound it call and welt, and hparate the pro- 
vincJof Tecuacan h um that of Mexico Proper. The river oi Tecuacan, and generally 
fpeaking, all the waters run in the fame diredion lor the fpaco ol fifteen leagues 
towards the fouth. The eye embraces with delight in a country covered with eternal 
verdure, interfeded by innumerable rivers, and chequered with live or fix cities, and 
villages, and pueblos, and habitations, without number. 

This line country, however minutely examined, does not appear to be Naturally fo 
fertile as a view of its whole announces. The plain, properly fo called, is indeed very 
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predudive, and yields every grain peculiar to Kuropc; but the foil is of a*gr 
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colour, abounds in clav, and 'requires, in order to render it fit ior Jowin o 
continued inundation ; and when the growing crops appear to fuller from drought, it 
is again watered, by means of Huiccx contrived at its different falls with much ingenuity 
and care, in the banks of the river of Tecuacan : this is one of the bell managed regu¬ 
lations I had hitherto oblervod in the whole country, and dotibtlefs the population were 
taught in its inflitution by neciliity, lor the only comport necvflary for the foil is water; 
and'hi re it is dillributed to all the different farms, in the fame manner as it is to the 
fugar plantations of Santo Domingo. The lands are tilled with the plough,, and they 
yield two crops annually, the one in May, the other in September. Corn docs not 
rife to the fame height as in the Beauce in France, but the ftraw Hands thick, and the 
ear is well filied. It is trampled on by ten or a l’corc horfes, on an area in front of the 
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bams, to got out the grain, and the draw fells at a very high rate. By the home flails 
the lands appeared to be divided into large < (talcs ; but as there are ho Haves in this 
country, and as the fmall number oi' negroes here are free, and commonly hire them- 
felvcs out at four piaftres per month, e\*arv proeef:. of cultivation nccefiitates the em¬ 
ployment, on the part of the proprietor, of other hands in addition to thofe regularly 
kept in his Service: to obtain thefe lie is obliged to prefent a roqeeft to*ihe aloaidi, 
mayor, who afiigns him the requifite number of Indian labourers, at two re.--.ls per head 
per day. The alcalde of the pueblos conduits tli-.-m every morning by eight o’clock to 
the rendezvous, always about two hundred yards out ol the village, where the bailiffs 
of the farms meet them, and point out their work, which continues until fan-let. 
Tilde bailiffs remain conflantly on horfeback all day long, eJtpyJed to the heat of the 
fun, for the purpofe of overlooking their labourers. 

The upper part of the plain, which comprehends the midway up the mountains fides, 
is fufceptible of no fpecies of culture, owing to the inipoflibility of iiirnilhiugVatcr, as 
much as from the nature of the foil, which confifls of little more than an inch of vege¬ 
table earth on a bottom of talc. Here nothing grows in fact but mimolYv, cacti, and 
certain fhrubs which, feen at a diltancc, induce a conception of the foil polil-fling a 
degree of fertility. 

The iiunmit of the. mountains is covered with many kinds of trees, oaks, pines, &c. 
But whichever way the eye is turned it conflantly embraces a view of difrupfjons, 
orations, and chute's among the mountains, vifibly occafioned by violent convuiftons; 
for the ground then.- (corns not to be a depofit of waLera, but entirely free from fuch 
accumulations. Among the innumerable fp.icies of cacti that 1 diiliuguiihed was 
efpccially the cadus xiobilis, icol'aadria monogynia, Linn., maiiliHa : it does not rife 
more than a foot from the ground, and my be ten inches in diameter. I remarked 
twenty other lpeeies, which J have no where icon dcfcribcJ. and which, unibri inanely, 
I had no time to form a deferiprion of. in order to have Drought wit it me all I found 
vosdiy of thefchool of botanv, I ihould have needed an additional cart at every twenty 
leagues. I therefore continued my journey, Itguiug to leave Ik hind me lb vafl a heap 
ol tivafims. 


After eroding a dhifion of the river, I arrived at the fuburbs of Tecuacan. 1 faw a 
trellis covered with grapes, yet green: what would I not have given for ripe ones! 
There I left the high road for the plain. The corn had been jult reaped, and 'I 


noticed that abundance was left behind, yet green and growing, which proved to me 
that it does »not ripen evenly, an oblon-aiion which 1 made every where along the 


read. 


1 thus;” itided the city, as far as the real bed of the river which runs through it. 
At this part it is fix yards broad, and about three feet deep. In order to pafs it, 1 was 
obliged to undreis, but at the inftant I was about to enter it, fo prodigious a number of 
turtles, v. Inch 1 had not obierved, plunged into it, that I was extremely frightened : 
on feeing them my apprehenfious were di [milled : thefe turtles are’no larger than the 
pahttol the hand, of an oval lliape, of a dirty mud colour, not Ifriated, plated, nor 
liated, or in any degree refembling others, but even backed like land-turtles or 
tortoifes ; the fternum, which is all of a piece, is joined by an oflification, and level 
with the back, except the openings for the paws, the head,* and the tail of the animal: 
the lize appears to be regularly as 1 have Hated, for though the number I faw was con- 
fiderable, there was no difference. * 

• Unfortunately I drank of the water of this river, I fay unfortunately, for ill I the 
night, and all the following day my lips felt as if ulcerated. I attributed this incon- 
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vcnience to a rafli proceeding from my drinking of it when warm, and after being 
weakened by fa'tigue; but on my return, the fame accident happening, and not to me 
alone, but to feveral others, I learnt that fuch is the common effeX of its waters, which 
are briny, but which I had not before obferved, on account of my eagernefs and thirft. 

I entered the extremity of a fuburb, bought fome bread there, and drank a glafs of 
wine : this refreflied me ; and of refrefhment 1 had urgent need. , 

• It was now but three in the afternoon, and l had already travelled twelve leagues; 
but defifous of not entering the city, I refolved to pufh on to San Francifco, ftill five 
leagues further. 

I then journeyed E. S. E.; and the fun enlightening from behind me the beautiful 
plain I had in front, my profpeX was exceedingly varied and enlivened. 

The high road in which I travelled is twenty yards broad, and bordered with hedges 
of cifalpine and rnimofa. On every fide I diftinguifhed nothing but fpacious dwel¬ 
lings, lands well cyltivated, or covered with crops, which were being gathered : fuch 
an afternoon would to me have been molt delightful, had I not been fo perfedly 
tired. 

After three hours walk I refolved on refting, but fcarcely had I ftretched myfelf on 
the turf, before 1 felt my tendons ftifien, and my mufcles fwell : I rofe haflily, in order 
not to catch cold. The fun was on the point of fetting ; the fununit of the mountains 
on yiy left was beginning to be covered with clouds, whence lightening^ ilafhed, and 
the noife of thunder proceeded. I feared being caught in the rain, and to avoid it, 
determined on halting at thu very firft inn. 1 enquired of a labouring negro where I 
fhould meet with one. He anfwered, that there was one at San Francifco, about two 
leagues farther, but that I might meet with (belter at a farm (la hacienda) of Don 
Joachim, the herald (armorial) of Caftilc, which he pointed out to me the di(lance of a 
quarter of a league from where I ftood. 1 was fearful of flraying from the high road, 
during the night, from which I had already deviated, and above all, I dreaded the rain. 
I therefore followed the advice of the negro, and repaired to the farm-yard. The 
houfe was well built. I found in the yard a bailiff employed in cauling the corn to be 
gathered in, which had been trodden from the fhcafs, and be fanned in the barn. Mif- 
taking him for the owner, I explained to him my embarraffment, and claimed his hof- 
pitality, offering at the fame time to pay for what I might have. He received me 
with politenefs, and informed me he was not the mafler ; but if I could wait till he had 
completed the bufinefs which engroffed his attention, he would have the pleafure of 
introducing me to him. 1 confented to wait his leifurc, and entered the turn, where 1 
ftretched myfelf on fome truffes of draw: there I gave myfelf up, to the reflexions 
foggefted by circumftances. Here, faid I, is corn, truffes of draw, a barn ; here is the 
fame mode of culture as in France ; but what a difference does localiiy make in fen- 
timents! There, with what pleafure fhould I contemplate their labours, always 
mingled with innocent paflimes ; there, with fecurity, might I give myfelf up to the 
contemplation of nature : fliould I change my fite,it would ever be at pleafure, and with 
certainty, at a trifle of expence, of fatisfying all my wants; here, in the fame manner 
as a nialefaftor, a fmuggler, it is requifite I fhould wear difguife; that I fliould diflimu- 
late in order to procure for my fellow-citizens the enjoyment of a benefit which nature 
herfelf defigned no lefs for them than this jealous nation, from whom it mud be ftolcn ; 

I find myfelf at length obliged to b'g for fhdter and fubfiftence ; to be indebted to 
■ men who, not knowing me, perhaps may treat me with contumely ! 

Thtffejdeas, undoubtedly a prefage of what was about to happen, were interrupted. 
by the arrival of the bailiff": he conduced me inftantly into the hall of the houfe, 

• 16 which, 
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which, properly fpeaking, was no other than a penthoufe, while he went to (peak to 
• his mailer. 

I faw myfelf immediately furrouoded by a crowd of negroes and Indian fervants, 
fome in livery, others an cloaks 5 I felt told, approached a ftove where chocolate wa« 
boiling, and feated inyfelf on the ground, my back to the fife, and wholly indifferent to 
the llupid admiration, and the brutal laughs of the fervants* hall. * 

At length, after half an hour had paffed, the bailiff made his appearance; he 
brought the anfwer of his patron, who was willing to allow me iheltcr, but; cxcufed 
himfelf from feeing me: indignant at fuch behaviour, I immediately decided on my 
reply : I told the bailiff that 1 thanked his patron; but not being of a quality to bear 
with indignity, nor accuftomed to fuch uncivil treatment, 1 would neither fleep under 
his roof, nor owe the flendercfl obligation to a man whofc vaftity felt a /hock at re* 
ceiving me in perfon ; and raifing my voice at the inftant, and pulling from my pocket 
a purfe of gold, 1 took out a piaftre, and Shewing it to the fervants,' exclaimed, “ Who 
will earn this, by /hewing me the way to .San Francifco ?” Twenty voices anfwcred, 
“I:”—and 1 was only embarraffed refpefting choice. I fixed on a ftrong and 
hearty negro, of good phyfiognomy, and took my leave of the bailiff, whom I left con- 
fufed at the infult 1 had received ; it leaned to me even that this imitation of Spaniih 
pride was not dipleafing to the whole troop of fervants; and that one and all they 
blamed the conduct of their mailer. 

It. will readily be gathered, that my offended pride caufcd me to make this haity 
determination, and 1 mud confefs that this weighed ftrong with me; but at the fame 
time, it occurred to me that a man who could aft in this ignominious manner might 
be capable of ilill greater oafenefs and perfidy; hence in my refolve a portion of pru¬ 
dence wa$ mingled. 

When I left this unwelcome abode I breathed with greater freedom, and, as if I had 
juft efcaped from fome impending danger; and whether the refuit of my indignation, 
whether of the reft I had taken, 1 felt myfelf reanimated, and in a ihort time reached 
San Francifco, but not without a lowering atmofpherc which threatened rain. 

Then I entered the dwelling of a tradefman, as indifferent and eafy as moil of his 
countrymen. 1 found in the houfe nothing to eat fave eggs and peas, but at the fame 
time fome tolerable wine, and above all valuable, two mattreffcs, of which I availed 
myfelf with the more willingnefs, from its being the firil time fince my departure, that 
I had found fo comfortable a lodging. I undreffed myfelf, and after well barricading 
the doors of guy room, flept peaceably. 

The next day 1* left my holt at four in the morning, after paying him fix reals, with 
which he, appeared fatisfied: he informed me that at Sant Antonio, two leagues further, 

I ihould find hori'es, and inftrufted me how to procure them. 

I travelled along, fprightly as the lark, the morning cool and refreihing, and the 
road good as on the preceding day. Before I arrived at Sant Antonio 1 had to traverfe the 
river Tccuacan, which at this ipot is ninety yards broad, its bed twelve yards deep; it was 
noW, however, nearly dry, owing to the drainage of the fluices for watering the fields. 

I conjectured, from the enormous depth of the bed of this river throughout afpace of 
five leagues from Tccuacan, that its fwells muft be frightful, and attributed them to the 
torrents of the mountains of the north-eaft, in which precipices arc frequent; whereas 
in thole of the north-eaft there are none to be feen; thus affording a conclusive proof 
that the hcavieft rains throughout Regorge are brought by winds from th/s' weft. 

By then I reached San Antonio, it was fix in the morning. This is a vaft pueblo of* 
Indians, extending from one fide of the river, the fpace of a league, to the fir/t rife of 
vol. xm. 5 hills 
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hills which precede the mountains; there is but little land in culture; the obieds at¬ 
tended to are pitaento, French beans, &c. The ftreets are large, and covered with a ■ 
mimofa, exceedingly gummy, and of which the bark, of whatever age the tree, is con- 
ftantly of a bright green. I forwarded feme foids of it to the King’s garden. I took 
my dinner at the houfe of t'he Spaniard who keeps the fliop (at the fame time the inn; 
of the hamld: he was a good kind of man; he fent for topiths for me for horfes : 
there was but one mule to be had, and while it was got ready, I vifited the church in 
the neighbourhood. It was adorned as much as poflible after the Spanifh manner; 
but before all the faints I noticed bouques, formed of liliacrous flowers, white and fear- 
let in very pleafing clufters. I requefted the veftry-keeper in vain to furnifti me with 
fome of its bulbs} he could not comprehend what 1 afked of him ; and 1 had no leifure 
to extend my refearches the length of feeking for the roots of them. What however, 
afforded me the moft delight, becaufe it depided naturally the Ample manners of the 
inhabitants, was the fight of two candclabras of a fingular defeription, one on each fide 
of the chief altar: 'thefe were fo many plantain-trees, which in the fhade of the church 
had rifen to tile height of thirty feet, and nearly touched the roof: and why, thought 
I fhould thefe Ample, thefe natural gifts of heaven, lean a lefs fuitable decoration to 
the temples of the Eternal, than thole vales of gold and filver, diiplayed with fuch 
oftentation on his altars? Mult not the fight of thefe plantains, fo valuable in their 
productions to man, imprefs more feelingly than thole rich metals the bqnevolence 

and power of the Creator of all ? • . * 

On leaving the church I beftrode my mule, which was an excellent one ; and five 
hours brought me to San Sebaltiano, feven leagues from Sant Antonio : the hire was 
feven reals for the mailer, and two for the topith, or guide, who ran before me. 

However great the heat, I yet could not retrain from alighting three or four times, 
to colled fome pieces of a talc, lo beautiful, and fo brilliant, as at licit to be miltaken 
for native filver, or at lead the moll fplendid pother of pearl. 

The whole country was richly cultivated in corn ; the plants I iaw, as throughout 
the whole of the plain, are very various ; the borders of dreams yield a f'pecies of big- 
non jf w ith yellow flowers, and leaves refi mbling thole of the alh, bearing a fimilitude 
to the bignonta ftans, except in being merely a Ihrub, whereas the other is a tree which 
rifes to the height of from fixty to one hundred ieet. The hedges are covet ed with 
the paffi-flora foetidaf (paflion flower), the fruit of which, fmall as cherries, are of the 
fame colour; finally, in thefe trees, which bearing plums of a yellow colour, and 
tolerably pleafant, mimic in appearance fo well the pear-tree, that one might with eafe 
be deceived ; but above all arc remarkable the ered cadi, every where l'een half way 
tin the hill, of prodigious fize, and a great ornament to the landfcapc ; cerei J, of eight 
or ten different fpecies, their common height from thirty to forty feet on a trunk or 
ftem rifing from fifteen to fixteen feet, and five or fix in circumference. From this 
trunk ififue vertical branches, which give origin to other fimilar, the one (upporting.the 
other, and dividing like the branches of a chandelier, in fuch manner that the colledive 
flock fometimes occupies a circular fpace in the air of from forty to fifty feet in dia¬ 
meter, and reprefents a kind of chandelier of a fea-green colour, and of fingular 
beauty: all the branches, as well as the main ftem, are furnifhed, at about ten or 
fifteen thumbs breadth aparfc, with a fafcicule, covering the fpace of an inch, and cum- 
prifing about eight or ten thorns, ftronger and thicker than the largelt needles; the 
.fruit, fimilar to that of the opuntia, or prickly pear, is like that defended externally 

• Didyonlt'angiofpermia. + Gynandria pentandria t Icofandria monogytiia. 
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with thorns; in order to eat of it (for its tafte is pleafant) it is neceflary to wait till it 
opens, and the pulp, of a crimfon colour, falls; the Indians then extratd the pulp with 
a fpoon fattened to a long pole, if the birds fliould not be beforehand with them. A vaft 
number of birds build their nefts among the branches, after the manner of our mag¬ 
pies. Nothing is more dangerous than the fall of the feavcs of thefe trees; thefe 
leaves are Jjeams twenty feet long by one broad, covered with thorns, add would in¬ 
fallibly kill the unfortunate traveller who fhould happen to be beneatlx them : but as 
they never fall,- except on cccafion of violent ftorms, or when rotten, it is e»fy to be 
prepared. This Angular tree is more common than any other in this gorge, tliroq^h- 
out a {pace of thirty leagues. 

The pitahiaha, one of the fpocies of ccrei, is cfomtnonly of minor fi^e; its fruit is 
not covered with thorns, but fcaies, which are the leaves of the cup of the flower; it is 
truly a delicious fruit, and of vaft variety of flavour : it is acidulous, and has a fragrant 
tafte like rafpberries, which gives it a great fuperiority over the other fpecies that have 
no poignancy; within it is of a purple colcui, without brown, and* its fxze is that of a 
fmall hen’s egg. In order to gather it, the Indians make ufe of a long perch, to the end . 
of which is fattened a baiket of twitted branches, of an oval fliape, open at the Tides, clofed 
only at the bottom, and the top covered with t wo crofs-bars; they elevate the perch, 
and enlang! ■ the fruit in the bars, when the flight,ft motion difengages it fx*om the tree, 
it falls into the baiket, and is emptied into another; this, indeed, is the only method 
that can be adopted to obtain the fruit, for neither man nor beaft can climb the 
tre£ , 

Throughout the whole country the Indian lives on die fruit of this tree ; even the 
young branches, when yet but half a foot long, and while the thorns are yet fofr, are 
cocked. •He. 1 makes ragouts of the buds and of the flowers before they are open ; for the 
feeds, which are black, and covered with a hard ikin, he dries them, lays them in ftore, 
and pounds them to make him bread. At Guaxaca, I faw in the market leaves of a 
kind of opuntia, which, long, nari*ow, and {lender, are boiled and eaten like afparagus, 
with butter, oil, or lard. Thus the prudent and frugal inhabitant of thefe parts com¬ 
plying, without murmur or difficulty, with the laws of nature, draws from the native 
productions his means of fubfiftcncc; while the capricious European, not latisfied with 
the precious boons of Ceres and Pomona, or the animals which he has fucceeded in 
naturalizing in the country, is yet anxious, at an enormous expence, for thofe fruits 
and viands with which naturc'here refufes to pamper his infatiable and gluttonous 
appetite. • 

The pueblo of San Sebaftiano is pleafantly fituatc; it is in particular thickly planted 
with trees, and in the mid ft is a public fquare, and a cafa reale. For the firft time I 
ventured to alight at this formidable hotel, which had been reprefented to me in fuch 
an unfavourable light. I called immediately for horfes. The alcalde, who was an 
Indian, happened to be intoxicated; the cafero, more lober, {hewed me a fchedule in 
the houfe, on which the charge of travelling on every road was noted as eftablilhed by 
royal authority : it is commonly a {killing (un efcalin) a league for each beaft of bur¬ 
then ; to the topiih one, two, and Jhmetimes three {killings are given. The roads here 
arc excellent, and conned the neighbouring cities and hamlets. 

I met here neither with wine nor bread: fortunately I had brought fome bread 
with me from Sant Antonio, which I ate with fome eggs, but for drink I was fain to 
content myfeif with water. In getting fupplied with horfes I had no »fuch difficulty, 
for the providers of them went to loggerheads for who fhould furnifli me. 

5 l a 
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I now fet out, mounted on a moft excellent horfe. On leavingtthis place, the beau¬ 
tiful valley of Tecuacan begins to become narrow, and is no more than a league broad; 
cultivatioh is alfo more ff are, the track of fertile land being of lcfs extent; little is 
feen but fmall hills of talky foil huddled together, clogging the gorge, through which 
ilill runs the river of Tecua‘can, receiving another ftream about a league beyond: its 
banks are m'oftly lowed with corn or maize as far as Los Cues, after which its banks 
^re barren declivities: however, before 1 reached this village, I faw a fugar plantation, 
the fecond only I had feen in culture in all my journey. 

qjfiere 1 diftinguifhed canes of monltrousfize and height, a mill of wretched ftru&ure, 
moulds a foot in height, and loaves of coarie fugar, juft taken from the pans; in fine, 
a few negroes,, who appeared to w6rk very leilureiy. Sugar-works muft neceffarily 
be very expenfive in this country; as for hard and laborious works, negroes arc indil- 
penfihle, and as the price of a .negro here is from five to fix hundred piafters. Indians 
who can be hired only for a month or forty days, fufficient time for other objects of 
culture, would,pot he adaptable to this, as owing to the continual change, they would 
. not have time to learn their bufmefs; and as, moreover, they could not very often be 
obtained at thofe moments when live fugar-works molt urgently require their affift- 
ance. 

I arrived at Los Cues about feven in the evening: the neceflity I was under of 
perpetually afeending and delcending the hills I have mentioned, rendered the way 
tedious, and made reft defirable. 

The village of Los Cues, fitted on a ftcep rock, and covered with a mount, which 
was reprefented to me to have been at fome period a fortrefs belonging to the Indians, 
feemed a pafs which might with eale be fortified. All that would be requifite for this 
purpofe would be to place a battery on the mount, to* command the river and road. 
I afeended this mount to fee if I could trace any yeftige of a wail, but the only thing 
1 noticed was the remains of an Indian dwelling. 

On going to the cai’a reale, I overtook a Spaniard of good appearance, who was 
travelling with two horfes : after exchange of falutation, he offered me fome pitahiahas, 
which I ate with much gratification. We converted together for fome time; he in¬ 
formed me there were robbers towards Atletta, whither I was going, but that fome of 
them had been taken. I learnt from him alfo, that the topiths were by birth the al- 
guazils of the villages, and authorized to arrefkali thieves ; that this, however, they 
rarely effected, being great cowards, except when backed by Spaniards. 

At Los Cues again I was obliged to have recourfe to my ftock of bread,, and to be 
fatisfied with water. There is not in the village a fingle inn, or rather, it contains 
nothing to be had, except the fruit of certain trees with which,, it is {haded* This 
{hade, combined with the cool .of a rivulet, which trickles through the town, gives 
it a pleafmg appearance, that, without thefe recommendations, it would fail to poffefs. 

Here alib 1 was obliged to pafs the night, on a fofa of bamboos j but notwithftanding 
the hardnefs of my pallet, my {lumber was found. 

At three in the morning 1 awakened my topith, and fet off for Aquiotepec, after 
giving my horfe a bundle of facates. This caution often feemed to me neceflary, either 
on account of the avarice of the owners, or the knavery of their fervants. 

On the road, at the creft of a hill which commanded the highway we travelled, I 
perceived fome ippn, who feemed as if concealing themfelves behind bufhes. The 
relation I had •f ile exiftence of robbers in this part now occurred to me, and I made 
preparation to defend myfelf with my knife, the only weapon I had j but on nearing the 
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fpot, we faw the iuppofed thieves were only a poor Indian and his fon, with poles and 
balkets, gathering pitahiahas. * . 

As we tet off early we reached Aquiotepec by ten o’clock# At three leaches on this 
fide of it, the gorge of Tecuacan is but*a hundred toifes broad ; at the village itfelf it 
diminifhes to the breadth of-the Rio Grande, tlie name of*the river of 'recuacan, which 
previoufly Jias received the contribution of another; at this place it has a rapid courfe 
over very bulky round pebbles, which render it highiy difficult for a horfe to pafs whpn 
there is any water in the river, as the horfe, unable to fix his feet with any fecurity, 
rilks being carried away with the current: we were to the girths in water, but arrived 
at the oppofite bank without any accident. 

Aquiotepec, built on the back of the north-caft'ern mountain, is a pretty confiderabte 
hamlet, furrounded by a number of cocoa-trees, lironclliers, zapotes, &c. A copious 
rivulet waflies all its ftreets, and diffufes a delightful cool to the mild and tranquil inha¬ 
bitants.; for here, as in every other part on my journey, inildnefsand tranquillity are the 
characteriftics of the Indians. 

Generally they are flout and well made; the women are tolerably fair, and have plea- 
fing, nay moftly handfome features. 1 did not fee a Angle individual either diflorted in 
perfon,or marked with the fmall pox. They do not feem deflitute of induflry, but they 
neither poflefs the liberty nor means of putting their talents to ufe: flill the Spanifli mob 
(for perfons of any knowledge are far from entertaining fuch an opinion) imagine they 
poflefs wealth, and conceal their treafureg, and in coufequcnce of this rooted and popu¬ 
lar belief, they are fubjefk to continual vexations, notwjthflanding the pofitive edicts in 
their favour illued by the Sovereign; but again, how fillily flupid is the obftinate per- 
fiftance of the people, in maintaining fo wild a fancy! When a perfon has gold, will he 
not purebafe with it the firft oUje&s of neceflity ? will he not ftek for more to multiply 
his means of enjoyment, and to poflefs fome property which he may tranfmit to his 
children ? Such is the conflant bias of the human mind : cupidity indeed may induce a • 
tnifer, who prefers to the pleafure of enjoying and diffufing the means of happinefs the 
bafe and difgraceful employ of hoarding ; cupidity, I fay, may induce fuch a being to 
hide his wealth, and he may fucceed in concealing it from every eye; but to fuppole a 
whole people would fubjetl themfelves to a thoufand privations while in pofleifion of 
treafures which would afford them every enjoyment; that they fhould yet roll in wealth 
where not the flightefl trace of it is vifible, and where fo many watchful eyes interefted 
in dcte&ing fuch a fad have never been fuccefsful, however well they might be dif- 
pofed to deceive their cruel oppreffors, this is a charge againft them which never can. 
be admiued. » 

By what happened to me at Aquiotepec, a judgment- may be formed of the extreme- 
poverty of the inhabitants of that pueblo : on my arrival I afked for horfes, which were 
immediately brought; but when about to pay in advance, as is ufual, 1* found I had no 
filver; upon this I prefented a medio d'ora, but neither the tnaflcr of the horfes, nor 
any one in the village, could give me change for it. Much emba/rafled, I repaired to 
the alcalde (a very civil Indian, as all are to whom the Spaniards entrufl this charge)* 
and entreated him to give me fmall coin for my gold, which 1 fhewed him ; but he 
protefled por dies, per la madre de Dios, per todos los Santos, that he could not, he even 
proftrated himfclf at ray feet, and implored me to believe him: his aftonilhment, and 
that exhibited by his whole family, at the fight of the medio d’oro, convinced me Hill 
more than his words. Will Spaniards prefume to fay all this was a farce? For my 
part l cannot think fo, and I testified my opinion by railing the good Indian from the 
ground > 1 begged of him, moreover, feeing how impoflible it was 1 could manage other- 

wife 



8 14 PE MENONVILLe’s TRAVELS TO GVAXACAi 

wife for want of money,to order the topith to conduct me to Quicattan, where undoubt¬ 
edly I fliould obtain change, and would pay him. He agreed in the reafonablenefs of 
my requeft ; and as the fundamental laws of the country exprefsly enjoin him to give all 
aid and prote&ion to travellers, he accompanied ine to the cafa reale, and in a dignified 
tone, of which I did not imagine him capable, ordered the topith to proceed with me to 
Quicattan. * , 

f I departed therefore at eleven in the morning, after taking fornc refreshments : it was 
neceffaryan order to pafs the mountain, at the foot of which Aquiotepcc is fituate, to 
afeepd by a path only two feet broad, cut in the fide of the rock. Let the reader figure 
to himfelf two hundred fteps of this tremendous Aaircafe, from each of which a preci¬ 
pice was vifiblg below, fix-hundred y'ards deep, in which with horrid crafh Rio Grande 
forced its way, and then conceive the dread which froze my faculties; 1 trembled in 
evfrv limb, my head turned dizzy, and I was obliged to alight, and lead my horfc behind 
me ; I held him by the bridle, but without looking back, and conftantly ready, in cafe of 
the lead falfe ftep, to leave my hold, and let him drink alone of the wafer of that dream, 

. which would for him have been the river of oblivion. Oftentimes at a fiippery Ipot, there 
was merely the branch of a tree, laid on infecurc dunes, to hinder the padbnger from 
rolling into this frightful abyfs ; beyond, it was requifiteto make a turn in a very narrow 
paffage, where the body of a horfe could only pafs by twilling; I know not how the poor 
animal contrived, though one might freely venture a wager he had done fo a hundred 
times’. * , 

By three o’clock I found myfelf on the creft of this mountain; fpite of its elevation, 
as nothing is great but by comparifon, it feetned but a hillock by fide of ihofe mountains 
I faw on my left: we travelled on this cred the 1‘pace of ifiree hours. I found here 
fome new fpecics of caftus with flat and rampant leaves, and an aloe with crenelled 
leaves, dentated at the edges with thorns. 

The neighbouring mountains, however lofty, presented to our obfervation feveral 
villages; one of them termed San Juan del Re ; but which was not the village of that 
name we fought. 

I was now enabled to enjoy at leifure one of the mod; beautiful profpefls in nature; 
behind me, dill were didin&ly vifible the environs of Tecuacan ; in front the two pro¬ 
minences of La Corta, a mountain fix leagues from Guaxaca; Rio Grande ran on my 
right between frightful deeps; finally, on the left, an immenfe country confiding of 
hills and gorges covered .with wood, extended between me and the mountains on 
which San Joan del R,e was fituate, and terminated with an infenfible dope towards 
Tecuacan. • 

J1 began to be fatigued and weary of fo long a route, when an opening {hewed*me 
the end of my toils, at lead for jthis day. This was Quicattan, which we difcovercd two 
leagues before us, in a tolerably handfome gorge; we defeended into it by a road fome- 
what lefs bad than that of the afeent; but the alpeft it prefented was not lefs horrible: it 
wa&£ perpendicular chafm of eight hundred yards, by a breadth of thrice that number, 
feemingly occafioned by a mountain which had been fwallowed up in this fpot, and fhe 
fragments and ruins of which drewed around Quicattan formed fo many eminences. 

Combined with this feene of horror was yet fomewhat plcafing; on the falient 
Aones of the feiifure of the mountain, up rofe the cereus Peruvianus, which formed a 
very grateful decoration. 

. But how much was the pleafureof beholding Quicattan interrupted by the appearance 
of Amanita, which feemed to forbid my entrance ! How to pafs without being dopt, in- 
taerogated, and delayed by thefe wretched guards! Thefe were the continually renafeent 
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fubjeft of my fears; to fleep on my horfe, to counterfeit ficknefs, thefe were flender ftra» 
tagems now worn thread bare, and which I felt no inclination to repeat: I chofe a plan 
more Ample, founded on the little confideration thefe kind of people had infpired me with, 
as defpicable here as elfewhere. On getting near them, I defcended my horfe in a bold 
and determined manner, and my gold cane hanging at my button hole, and my diamond 
ring on my»finger, entered the garita without ceremony, and pulling out fome gold 
before the tobacco guards, related to them the embarraffment I was under for want gf 
change. I mingled the ftatement with a thoufand incidents relating to my* dread of 
thieves, and the unevennefs of the road; finifhing with begging change for fome medio 
d'oros, or doublons. Such prattle no doubt made them fo filent; they never put a Angle 
queftion to me: on the contrary I met with civility from them, approaching even to 
meannefs, and they gave me change for as much as I wanted. I then thanked and 
left them, inviting the chief of the guard, in a manner a fuperior accofts one beneath him, 
to pay me a vifit at the cafa reale. # • 

Quicattan, the capital of an ancient kingdom, is ftill a pretty large town, containing 
about two hundred families. It is planted with trees of every kind, beneath which many . 
fountains of frelh water, fpreud health and coolnefs. I made the tour of the town : its 
population appeared to me coniiderable, for every where I faw men walking about, and 
women, feated in the current of the rills which flowed from the fountains, combing, 
wafhing, and foapirtg themfelves, for bathing is very ufual with the Spanifh women here, 
cfpqpially the head ; after well wafhing the head, it is foaped with the powdered root of 
a polyanthus, which I brought back with me, and which is fold in the country by the 
pint; with this fubflitme for foap, the flioulders and bolom arc likewile wafhed. The 
fight of the beautiful black hair of thefe women, hanging down the neck and fhoulders, 
extremely fair, was highly interefting, nor did their Ample drefs delight me lels ; their 
long hair", divided into two treflVs, and interwove with a rofe coloured ribbon, falls down 
to the ground ; a very white fhifr, a furbclowed,muffin petticoat, a fcarf of gauze, or 
Alenin lace, fometimes bordered with a fringe of gold or Alver; this, with a little 
bouquet on the fide of the head, complcafs their neat coflume, a coflume, if feen, which 
would not bedefpifed even by ourniceft coquettes. 

In this part l remarked a degree of emulation in culture, which I noticed no where 
el A': corn is lbvvn, and the trees are lopped and grafted. I remarked, in the hedge 
which furrounded a very pretty garden, a fpecies of crefcentia didynutn angiofperm, 
which wouid have delighted Linnc, feeing he enquires if any new fpecies exift; the 
leaves of this fpecies are in bundles, of the fame form and colour, though fmaller than 
in the one noticed by the father of botany; but the fruit, which is but two inches in 
diameter, is ten inches long, angular and tuberculous like the cacao; the feeds of the 
flr.p 0 : a heart, fmothered in the pulp, are not larger than thofe of the capficum. 
The iVuit is ufed in kitchens as a pot-herb, or in ragouts: I met with the fame again in 
the markets at Campeechy. 

I was felicitous of feeing the parfonage houfe and the church: the firfl was very 
commodious; its owner, the retlor, received me at firfl with coolnefs, but on learning I 
was a botanifl, he made amends by a profufion of civilities, and conlulted me on fome 
complaints under which he laboured. This clerical gentleman was of good appearance, 
with ruby countenance, which befpoke good living. * 

Thepariih church is large, well lighted, and kept remarkably clean; it is true, on 
this occafion it was put in order, as the feaft of Pentecoft was to be celebrated the next 
day. A matter that furprifed me, was to fee a fchool-mafter there practifing motets for 
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the following day, and fix chorifters repeating the rtiufick in very good time. To me 
the air was pleaUng, and not without tafte. 

The belfry is not more Angular j it is raifed on a natural mound of earth, and confifts 
of four piles, eighteen fcct t high, fattened and croffed at top: from the crofs bars the 
bell is fufpended, weighing not lefs than ten thoufand weight. The roof of the belfry 
is of ftraw tliatch, like the roofs of our ice*houfes. , , 

. I returned to fupper; and in the interval arrived the officer of the tobacco guard, 
from whqgn I learnt wha'ever I would by means of a few glaffcs of brandy. The rogue 
was perfectly well acquainted with the whole country from Panama to Acapulco, and 
from Carthagena to Vera Cruz: he talked fluently on politics, declaimed againft the 
government; and in cafe of need, afliiredly was open to feduftion. 

The cafero introduced to me likewife another traveller, in an honeft Francifcan friar, 
aheut to preach at Guatimala.* I enquired if he was inclined to accompany me in the 
morning; And he copfented, provided I would wait until he had celebrated mafs: this 
being agreed upon, I retired to rett, and he to fupper. 

The next day we let oil'at five in the morning, and arrived, after a fmart ride of a 
league and a half, at the paflage of Rio Grande. Rain had fallen in the mountains; 
another day’s rain would have rendeied the river impracticable. Here it is much wider 
than at Aquiotepec, its breadth not being Ids than four hundred yards, and the fides 
confejqucntly much Ids precipitous. An Indian, beckoned to from the oppofire fide, 
came, and took the leading horfes by the bridle, and, pcrfedly naked, conduced us 
over the river; for our part, \w were in the water up to the laddie bow, and he to the 
breaft ; ard this took place lb kifurely that I had lull opportunity of noticing all the 
danger. T he current was fo rapid, that it confounded me. I was obliged to fteady 
myfelf by the pummel, my legs on the horfes .rump, and my breaft on its neck. The 
animal itl'elf trembled, and advanced not a flop without firft feeling his way, on account 
• of the enormous rounded ftones at the bottom. At length we got through, and my 
fellow traveller, breath lefs with fear, and not lefs pale than inyfelf, remarked in good 
French, that if we had been drowned without having firft gone to mafs, the people 
would not have failed to aferibe our death to a failure of devotion. I laughed heartily 
at the fancy, and feeing whom 1 had to deal with by this Tally, 1 was no longer under 
any conftraint with him : he was indeed one of the pleafantell fellow's, fora monk, 

I ever met with ; and with this a man of fenfe, one who had feen the world, lively, 
and inquifitive as much,a$ becomes a man ; finally, he was highly engaging, obliging, 
and unceremonious. «. 

We continually kept along the banks of the river till dinner time» it was covered 
with twenty fpecies oi water-fowl, both large and final I, elpecially the crow, o^goofe, 
ccrvus aquations minor, I.inn M Avhich 1 much regretted not having lime to examine. 

We arrived at an early hour at Don Dominquillo, where, thanks to the good father, 
who took withdiim a well fupplied larder, we made an excellent dinner. 

Don Dominquillo is fituate at the confluence of the Rio Grande, and the Rio de las 
Vueltas, or the Tunis, fo denominated lrom its frequent windings: it abounds in fruit 
trees, and is plentifully watered. 

As we were faddliug our horfes in order to depart, we heard a horn, and imme¬ 
diately after faw a Spaniard? dr died in blue turned up with red, with a large filver 
plate, in form of a fliield, on his fide, and a firall horn of the fame metal depending 
from a cord which patted over the fhoulder; he was a courier. As a fpccimen of his 
diligence he left TecuacRU the day before, and reckoned on reaching Guaxaca on the 
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morrow by fix in the morning. I held difcourfe with him for a few minutes:, he 
feetned inquifitive, but I readily concealed from him my defigns : he took a different 
road to ours, over the mountains, in older to avoid croffing the rivers, no doubt from 
apprehenfion of being ft opt by their coifrfe. , 

As for us, we paffed through the gorge in which Hows the river dc hs Yueltas: this 
gorge is in places a hundjed paces broad, at others fcarcely a dozen yards: in order to 
go in a direft line through the windings of this gofge, it is ncceffary to crofs the rivfir 
feventy times: my fellow travellers reckoned the number; the muleteer bv'means of 
fmall pebbles, and the monk by the beads of his rofary, and their accounts tallied j 
for my part, after the twentieth time 1 was tired qf counting, and was fo much fatigued 
that I could willingly have halted midway in order to take a hap. 

I found on the banks of the river a plant much refembling4x)ckle *, a tree covered 
with llowers, which I recognized immediately for the Cuftard-applc, or annona. But. 
which in the country is commonly called the chirimota, which makes it almofl certain 
that the famous chirimoia of Mexico, fo much extolled, is really nothing elfe than a 
reticulated annona. I moreover found here the Mexican folanum, arborefeent, and’ 
with large lanceolate leaves, which 1 had before noticed in the King’s garden, and a 
fpecies of fruit-bearing afclepias, with leaves like myrtle, a flraight Hem, and yellow 
flowers of the fhape and fize of our fmall yellow jeftamine. 

At length the gorge through which we were travelling, enlargening to a quarter of a 
league, we left the windings of the river, and arrived at Atletlauca, a pueblo fituate 
in the gorge, and moll defirably on account of its excellent water. On the left of the 
mountains and cm a glacis, the flope of which is towards the river, ftand the church 
and the cafa reale. 

I felt unplealantly from having my foet fo frequently wetted, and retired to reft: 
without fupper, in fpite of the felicitations of my fellow traveller: tormented by the 
gnats, I rofe the next morning by three, and wakened everybody: it was fo cold that 
we were obliged to make a fire: my thermometer flood at 9 ' above the freezing point, 
( 4 sr of Fahrenheit). We made a hearty breakfaft from the ftore of the good rather, 
and when about to laddie my horfe, I was witnefs to a fpe&acle which frightened and 
furprized me exceedingly: the riding mule of the mafter of the houfe, faftened to a 
pofl, had all night long been fucked, fome faidby a vampire fa fpirit), but really by a 
living animal, a bat, which had bit it between the left ear and the mane, below the 
occiput, and had drawn from it more than four quarts of blood: the whole head and 
neck of thevnule was covered with gore, as well as the pofl, againfl which it no doubt 
had rubbed, in drder to difengage itfelf from this cruel harpy. I was in complete 
afio'nifhuu'nt at the fight, but I learnt that fuch events are common, and that when ohe 
bat has fuccec dcd in thus opening the vein of a horfe or mule, all the reft come and 
fatiate themfelves from this feurce. 

I gueflld this place to be wretchedly poor, from the care I noticed wfh which fome 
women were collecting a few grains of maize, from a fpot where‘a caravan of mules 
haft been recently fed. I learnt atfo that the maize which was the moft efteemed in the 
country, and moft common, is long, flat, and quadrangular, and the ftraw white. 

At about four o’clock we departed, and, four leagues from Atletlauca, after having 
croffed the river of Turns feven or eight times, wp diflinguifhed Galiatitlan : charm¬ 
ing hamlet! no, never fhall I forget thee. I no longer wonder at the^anxiety I felt 
that morning to fet off, the impatience I experienced to arrive : thefe were, doubtlefsj 

• Agrollemma decandria pcftlagynia. 
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forebodings of my good fortune. Not mines nor metallic wealth doft thou enjoy, 
perhaps, but for me, nothing that is curious j but thou firft prefented me with the 
objeft of my prayers and refearches: yes, thop art the raoft lovely of hamlets! 

At Galiatitlan it was than for the firft time in my life, I faw the cochineal alive on 
the nopal by which it is nouriihcd : I even trembled with extafy: the day before, my 
capuchin, who was very well acquainted with the country, 6n detailing iris riches and 
cultivation, had mentioned to me cochineal. I merely expreffed to him a defire of 
having fome in my poffeffion, that I might the better be enabled to defcribe it; but 
when he told me it was likewifeto be found at Los Cues, which I had paired through, 

I was vexed with myfelf exceedingly* at miffing the opportunity I had had of finding it 
fooner, and a? lefs expence. 

Still I had nothing wherewith to reproach myfelf, for how was I to have known 
there was .cochineal at Los Cues ? Under apprehenfion of difclofing my fecret, I had 
impofed on myfelf'a reftriftion from even mentioning the word cochineal. In this vil¬ 
lage I met not with a Angle Indian who underftood Spanilh ; and the only Spaniard I 
encountered, though he did indeed fpeak to me of cochineal, by no means even hinted 
at its being cultivated there; I never thought, therefore, of looking for it at that place, 
and chance alone could have thrown it in my way. 

After all, I had no caufe to repent my going fo far in fearch of it, as my extra 
jourfties afforded me the opportunity of feeing more of it, of fpcaking of it more 
largely, of procuring excellent vanilla, and finally, of meeting with more fafe rrfeans 
of transporting and preferving' all my trcafures. 

; To return to my dear cochineal. On arriving at Galiatirfan, I faw a garden full of 
nopals, and had no doubt I Ihould there find the previous infett I was fa. dcfirous to 
examine. I therefore leapt from my horfe,* under pretence of altering my ftirrup 
leathers, entered the grounds of the Indian proprietor, began a conversation with him, 
and enquired to what ufe he put thofe plants? He anfwered, “ to cultivate la grana.” 
I feemed aftonilhed, and begged to fee the cochineal; but my furprize was real when 
he brought it me, for inftcad of the red infeft I expected, there appeared one covered 
with a white powder. I was tormented with the doubts I entertained, and to refolve 
them bethought me of crulhing one on white paper; and what was the refult ? It yielded 
the truly royal purple hue. Intoxicated with joy and admiration, I haftily left my 
Indian, throwing him two reals for his pains, and galloped at full fpeed after my com¬ 
panion, who was waiting for me at a wretched fugar-work, the canes $bout which, 
however, were fuperb. At laft, faid I to myfelf, I have feen this infeft, have held it 
in my hands, I (hall undoubtedly meet with it again, as I am now in the country where 
it'is cultivated: the Indians affuredly will fell it me ; and I thus Ihall be able to bear off 
my prize, the objeft and end of all my ardent wifhes! * 

Still certain, refle&ions mixed gall with my delight: I could not hide from myfelf 
the difficult)^.Ihould have to bring to a fafe haven an animal fo light, fo pliable, fo 
eafy to crulh ; an animal which, once feparated from the plant, could hever fettle on 
it again : the (hocks of the horfe, a journey of a hundred leagues by land, could I hope 
with thefe to preferve it ? and the enormous plants on which 1 faw the infect, was it 
poffible for me to tranfport them ? how was I to hide them ? and what a cafe mud it 
not require to contain a tree eight feet high, by a diameter of five or fix. 

Thefe mournful ideas occasioned me a deep revery, which not all the gaiety of the 
capuclyn could difperfe. I excufed myfelf, by pretending fatigue, and the vexation I 
endured froin my horfe, the word, in real truth, l had hitherto eroded. 


To 
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To San Juaji del Re the diftancc was fix leagues, with but one intervening mountain, 
called La Coda. It is nearly a league perpendicular in height, and thi road over it is 
almdft as difficult as that of Aquiptepcc ; while to complete our trouble in palling it, 
we were beleaguered by two caravans df loaded mules: the road was fo narrow, that 
we were obliged to alight from our horfes, and climb upon rocks, in order to leave 
room for them to pafs fc and made way for five hundred animals fdflowing each 
other one by one: the found of the bells, and the whiffling and fmacking of whips <jf 
thirty muleteers, echoed by the furrounding mountains, occafioned a ftrangc oonfufion, 
a noife with which we were almoft ftupified. 

However, after attaining a certain height, the road becomes wider and of more 
gentle afeent. The foil confifts of vegetable earth, yielding in abundance excellent 
herbage, on which, at their halting, the mules are wont to pafture. This mountain, 
conftantly enveloped in fog, is remarkable for its perpetual cool, and the deep (hades ; 
its pines, its oaks, and large timber of various kind, occafion regret, that to remove 
them to the plains, fliould be a work fo difficult and expenfive. 

The profpeft from the creft of the mountain is wonderful: behind is feen Quicattan,. 
and that mountain of Tecuacan, from which we had diltinguilhed the one on which 
we were, in part extended the magnificent plain of Guaxaca, and the valley, between 
two chains of mountains, which reaches to Guatimala, three hundred leagues diftant. 
On the right and left, the eye embraces diftinctly a fcope of forty leagues of beautiful 
country; but in front it was that a real paradife was difplayed. The views of Guaxaca 
in the diftance, and of fifty villages or hamlets on this fide of it, vying with each other 
in beauty and pleafantnelj of fite. The fplendor of the ftone with which they are built, 
their roofs of curved ti!cs # as in Lorrain, the gardens and charming trees with which 
they are "encompaffed, had certainly a rayilhing effect. 

The road prefented us with objcdls no lei's curious: I might have collected more 
than twenty herbaceous plants and ffirubs of a curious and novel kind, but all my . 
attention was attracted by a flower of a fplendid blood-red colour: it was a lily of 
St. Jago, amaryilis formofiflima * } the whole neighbourhood was covered with it. 

I rccollefted having feen it in flower in the royal apartments at Vcrfailles; and 1 pro- 
mifed myfelf to pluck fomc bulbs of it on my return, for my friend Mr. Thouin, the 
head gardener of Ilis MajeRy ; he had made me a prefent of two, for the purpofe of 
naturalizing them at Santo Domingo, but having left that ifiandl'o foon after reaching it, 

I had entrufted them with an inhabitant of the colony, by whofe negligence they 
periihed: and here I cannot refrain from remarking how little curiofity, invention, or 
induftry, except* indeed in what regards the peculiar objefts of culture, fuch as coffee, 
fugar, indigo, is difplayed by the inhabitants of Santo Domingo. His immediate 
culture alone engroffes all his faculties; what is merely commodious or ornamental 
never enters his fancy : from fuch a character is not to be expe&ed any care for the 
naturalization of different fruits and flowers, or a folicitude of perfefting fuch as have 
been tranfplanted there : why Ihould 1? he queltions; ami noffufficiently occupied 
in*making my fortune ? I look, as the end of my labours, for enjoyment of life, and 
next year I (hall fet off. Even ten years after, the colonift is ftill found on the ifland; 
and finally there he terminates his days. 

We arrived at Sant Juan del Re at noon. The lands Ibwn with corn through which 
we travelled, reminded me of Europe. The firft thing that ftruck me on entering the 
pueblo, was a plantation of nopals in rnoft excellent order. I was dying with impa- 

* Hexandria monogynia. 
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tience to enter it, but was obliged to accompany my party to the cafa 'reale: while, 
however. Tapper* was being prepared, Iflipt away. Thinking it the houfe of the reftor- 
of the village to whom the plantation of nopal was ftated to belong, I entered that of 
a tall and ftout negro, who, was the alcalde of the place. After firft compliments, i 
fixed my attention on a pewter bafon on the table, in which l faw a quantity, of dry 
cochineal, mixed with dirt; refpeding it, I put a thoufand queftions to him, and 
ftated how much I fliould be gratified in feeing his plantation of nopals ; ray reque 
Teemed to pleafe him as much as my condefccniionj; for this defeription of people is ia 
general treated by European Spaniards with the moft profound contempt. He led me 
with readinefs to his garden, at the gate of which I faw a Angular affixture; it was a 
leaf of the nopal nailed to* the threshold, on which, faftened by as many pins, were 
ftuck a number of caterpillars, and two or three fpecies of coccinelli, one of which 
■was the coccintlla ca£lt caccint/li fcrl, coleoptris atris duobus pun&is luteis , Lin. This, at 
firft, 1 regarded a§ i'ome amulet or charm, and of bad augury with refpeX to the 
religion of my African ; but the lady of the alcalde, though as black as her hufband, 

■ undeceived me in the moft 1'atisfaXory manner, by informing me that there were los 
encmigos de la grana, the enemies of the cochineal, which were thus immolated at every 
Iiarveft, and which were placed there in order that they might be univerfally known 
and devoted to general perlecution. 

Tlje plantation of nopals might have an extent equal to an acre and a half; it was 
neat, kept in good order, and the trees loaded with the laft crop, which appeared to 
me a very abundant one. The nopals, all of them of the lame age, were about four feet 
high, by as many broad; the order in which they were planted like as at Galiatitlan, was 
from eaift to weft. 1 fancied that I difeovered the male infeX in a fpecies of •cofcinelLus, 
of a very lively red colour, but I have fiiKe been latisfied by experience, that l 
was m error. The proprietor informed me, that he colleded from four to eight 
• arobas of cochineal annually, and that its price on the fpot was from eighteen to twenty- 
. four reals the pound. • 

While in converfation with the alcalde, my travelling companion became impatient 
for his dinner, anti fent out in fearch of me. I ate with a good appetite, imagining we 
fhould make another ftage after dinner, and reach Guaxaca that day, from which we 
were yet eight leagues diftant; but the monk, who loved his eafe, iignified that he did 
not mean to proceed farther. 

■For my part, I refolved on fetting off immediately after dinner; and returning thanks 
to my monk as well as his major-domo, to whom I made a fmall prefent, I jumped on 
my horfe, and already anticipated the found of the clack of the whip in the fajix- 
bourgs of Guaxaca: how wide in my reckoning was I! The rafcally topith had 
furnilhed me with a mare in foal, which could not be made to exceed a walk. 1 was 
perfectly in a rage, but foon became calm from the refleXions to -which the incident 
gave rife. I faw confirmed the old obfervation, that the depravity of man-is in pro¬ 
portion to the extent of 1‘ociety; in faX all the Indians I had feen in my way as far*as 
Sant Juan del Re, were generally fpeaking Ample, mild, and ingenuous, becaufe at 
-diftance from great towns; but from this place to Guaxaca, they are fly, fubtie, and 
even knavifti and idle: it may truly be laid, that the neighbourhood of European 
Spaniards has been a peft, a'plague equally unfortunate and prompt of diffusion. 

How different the conduX of the topiths who had been my conduXors before this 
oae‘J I bad haft tolerable good horfes, or at leaft had not been led into error, but'this 
fcouudrtl ha^had the impudence to extol the excellence of the mare -I rode, though 
a truly good-for-nothing beaft; but this was not.all, tired at length with the obftinacy 
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off the wretohed animal, 1 enquired if there was no place where .£ might reft ? the 
topith anfwered no. 1 had heard of the band of thieves of Attetla, and now had 
ftrong fufpicions, nq| only that my conductor was a rogue, hut alfo that he might he 
one of the band. * , 

Night was drawing -on, I Scarcely knew what plan to adopt, whet* fortunately I 
.diftinguifbed a proceflion, which fatisfied me we were at but a (hurt diftance from 
Attetla. I made all diligence to reach the re&ory, alighted from my horfe, hided the 
Sleeve of the reftor’s furplice, according to the cuftom of the place, and enquired for the 
•cafa reale; we entered by the lower part of the hamlet, he pointed out thecafa in 
the upper part, about a quarter of a league diftant, whither I repaired; it is fituate 
in an iinmenle explanade, and forms part of a large pile o*f building, Vhich feemed to 
me a farm-houfe : in front there is a large gallery paved, on the left a prifon, on the 
right teicnda,or (hop.kept by the lieutenant of the alcalde; on the north-eaft tlje explafla^e 
is terminated by an immenfe building, which feemed a magnificent caftle. I had the 
curiofity to vifit it, and found it to be a convent of Dominicans which had formerly 
belonged to the Jefuits, but which their fucceffors had fuffered to fall to decay. THe 
architecture of it, half Roman, half Arabdk, notwithftanding the excellence of the 
tnafonry, was, in my eyes, poor : I entered the hall in which the courts are held, the 
ornaments of which announced that the diftrift of this akadia is large. 

While waiting the return of the lieutenant of the alcalde, in order to procure fupper, 
ten or twelve men in. cloaks pafi'ed in fiiccefiion before me, making low bows, and as 
if defxrous of accofting me. Their little promifing phyfiognomy was a fufficient induce¬ 
ment with me to fend them about their bufinefs; and I afterwards learnt that they were 
idle fcoundrels, who lived (in the language of our excellent La Fontaine) merely by 
franches-iippecs, or fpunging.: 'men fit for thofe employments only which exact neither 
labour nor fidelity. 1 concluded, as muft every one, that fuch fellows are of no value, 
and that the fooner the country (hould be quit of them the better. 

In the mean time the lieutenant of the alcalde returned : I paid him a vifit, and found ' 
him feated at his counter in the middle of the (hop : he received me with the gravity 
of a monarch giving audience to ambafi'adors, and fcarcely vouchfafed a look ; but 
1 had for my part too contemptible an opinion of the wretch to take any offence at my 
reception. All I wanted of him was fomewhat for fupper ; he furniihed me with bread, 
four eggs, and a gallon of wine; but (hortly after 1 had occafion for him, for per¬ 
ceiving that my knave of a topith gave my horfe nothing to eat, I requefted the inter¬ 
ference of Ihe lieutenant of the alcalde, who attended to my requeft, and even threat¬ 
ened to make him pay for its food himfelt. 

After this I laid myfelf down to reft on fome very clean mats in the auditory, hnd 
ilept with that tranquillity a many may do in a courfof juftice, who have nothing to 
dread from the laws. 

The next morning I departed at day-break ; the cold very fharp: my mare, thanks . 
to my pains, went fomewhat better than (he had done the day before, but (he fooa 
became tired, and at two leagues from Attetla, I was fain to fend away my topith, 
not without a ftrong inclination to give him a found threfhing : fortunately for him, 
pity interpofed and pleaded his caufe, fo that he efcaped jpuniftmient. 

I continued my road on foot. The town was no more than a league and a half 
diftantj the country along the road delightful. I fancied myfelf transported into our 
plains in Europe, and proceeded to Guaxaca between hedges filled with trees and plants 
Unknown to me before; among thefe were a juniper us fabina* of twelve feet in dia- 
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meter, convolvuli* palos, cordovans, &c. The fuburbs of Guaxaca were thickly fet 
with plantations of nopals, at which I glanced an eye occafionally, but without exhibit- 
ing any fymptoms of curiofity. Finally, I entered the town with the appearance of a 
perfon who had recently left.it for a walk, and halted at an inn pointed out to me 
on my right, p hundred paces diftant from Noftra Sra de la Soledad, the term of my 
pilgrimage. 

Nothing can be conceived more magnificent than the fite of Guaxaca. From Sant 
Juan del Re to this town, opens a plain*two leagues in breadth, which extends the 
length of five or fix to the environs of the town. On the loweft part of the Hope of a 
hill, which appends to the chain of mountains on the north-eaft, (lands Guaxaca, the 
capital of the province of the fame name, at a diftance of fomewhat more than a league 
from the mountains. It fronts the opening of three plains, that of Sant Juan del Re, 
thaf which Jeads to Guatimala* on the fouth-eaft, and another on the fouth-weft, of 
which I forget the name. This pofition has rendered it a centre at which the firft 
fale takes place, of all the annifeed, cochineal, and vanilla colle&ed in the gorges between 
(he high mountains, by which it is encompafled at diftance of five, fix, and fevenleagues. 
It is amply furnilhed with cereal productions, and fruit of all kinds from the plain ; the 
foot of the Hope on which it is built, is bathed by a beautiful river; and well planned 
aqueduCts fupply it with abundance of water of the utmoft excellence. The air, 
conftantly refreihed by caftem breezes in the morning, and at evening by others from 
the weft, is pure and delightful, and of fuch moderate temperature, that at eight in the 
morning in May, my thermometer denoted i6° above the freezing point, and at noon 
22 **. From this happy circumftance, notwithftanding it is. fituate about the 20 ° of 
latitude, it enjoys an ever-blooming fpring. Finally, magnificent and higjhjy orna¬ 
mented profpeCls, excellence of foil, profufion of fruits as well European as Ame¬ 
rican, which fucceed each other in unremitting continuance, would make an a&ua! 
'paradife of Guaxaca, were it only pofTcfied by a more induftrious and aClive race 
of men. 

Its numerous fteeples and elevated domes give this city, at a diftance, an air of 
grandeur; and it may be truly affirmed, that its interior correfponds. It is fixteen 
hundred fathoms long, by about a thoufand broad, and nearly quadrangular, if the 
fuburbs be included, which are replete, as I have before remarked, with plantations of 
nopals and gardens. Its ftreets are wide, ftraight, well-paved and level. The houfes on 
.each fide are built with ftone, two ftories high. At the time I was there, a tovvn-houfe 
was building on a plan which evinced fome tafte, and will prove a great ornafiient to the 
great fquare on which it is built: the ftone is of a fea-green colour. The fame fquqre 
is atlomed by the bifliop’s palace and the church, which form two of its fides, and 
both of which', after the manner of the Spaniards, are entirely furrounded by arcades, 
ftrongly conftru&ed, and of infinite utility in protcdling paflfengers from the fun and 
from rain ; to conclude, all the churches, which are numerous and finely built, are 
neatly whitened without, and richly ornamented within. , 

The population of this city, including negroes, mulattoes, and Indians, amounts to fix 
thoufand ; it is the refidence of a bilhop and a governor of the province, and is under 
the jurifdidlion of the audencia of Guatimala, to the viceroy of which province the 
governor of Guaxaca is fubordinate. 

The inn to which I had been directed was fo wretched and filthy that I could not 
jrdft fatisfied with making it my abode. I made hafte in dreffing myfelf, depofited in 
jny rooA the packet of clothes which I had conftantly carried with me, and which. I 
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found, how«ver final!, yet cumberfome, and left the place, much embarraffcd at my 
appearance, and not knowing whither to go. Without a cloak I ’looked at once a 
foreigner; a net for. my hair, and a broad-brimmed hat fcarcely in any degree pro- 
tedled me from a crowd of inquifitivl eyes. To get rid of the curiofity of the people, 

I entered the firft church I met with, and thus without /ufpe&ing it, accomplished my 
vow j for.it turned out to be that of Noftra Sra de la Soledad. After admiring its 
treafure, its gildings, the dome, in a bad tafte, but built of brick varnilhed externally 
with chequer-work, and a multitude of cx votos , equally ridiculous and fanatic, I left 
the church as little forwarded as, and in no better heart than when I entered. I 
wandered about at random in the ftreets, when at laft I noticed that I was followed 
by a man in a cloak, whom I had feen at the inn. He was .loaded with rofaries and 
fcapularies, and at firft fight might be miftaken for a very devout zealot. When in 
the church he kneeled as 1 kneeled, rofe as I rofe, walked in my fteps, and flopped 
when I halted. I was feized with fear. I imagined him to be a,fpy employed by the 
police, and fixed there purpofely to watch my motions, or perhaps thofe of all new 
comers. I refolved on knowing the truth, and accofted him, enquiring whether his 
rofaries were for fale; he anfwered in the affirmative, but that he had another occupa¬ 
tion, which was to learn where I fliould pafs the day : where I pleafe, was my inftant 
anfwer, in a tone demonftrating a greater fund of affurance than what I actually 
pofTcffed: but why this queftion ? Becaufe, faid he, fimpering, and in a mysterious 
manner, I fliould feel tnyfelf fo happy if it fliould be in my power to procure any 
enjoyment to a ftranger fo kind and generous as you appear to be. At thefe words, 
which at once unmafk/jd his character, I breathed with greater freedom. I now 
perfectly comprehended that this gentleman was no other than what at court, where 
all things are painted in their' faireft colours, is termed the prince's friend. Gracious 
powers! faid I to mylelf, and is it in the very l'anctuary of the immaculate Virgin that 
vice prefumes under the veil of hypocrify to exhibit her allurements ? Turning thei* 
to the unknown ; friend, faid I, you follow then a pretty and very obliging fort of . 
trade; but I have no need of you, and beware how you follow' me any further. 

After this incident, I penetrated into the city, where 1 met with forne tolerably 
handfonie coaches, and crow'ds of people. 1 was folicitous of feeing the cathedral. 

It was now the third feftival of Whitluntide, and high mafs was celebrating; the 
mulic was fine, grave, and majeftic, the voices excellent, the cadences in good 
meafure, ,and the numerous and folemn paufes well calculated to infpire devotion and 
reflecting thoughts : I was in a profound cxtacy, when at the elevation of the hoft, a 
grey-headed prlelt, holding a filver crofs in one hand, like our chorifters in France, and 
iii the* other a wand of the fame metal, like our porters, touched me gently with the 
latter, and requefted me to take off the net from my bail*, which hitherto 1 had con- 
ftantly worn unnoticed in all the churches ; I did immediately as I was defired; and 
could but admire this regulation, though feeling hurt at the fpecies of affront I had 
tjnwearily drawn upon me, I immediately left the church. 

I bad occafion for fome repairs to my watch, and after looking about, at length 
found a watch maker's. He was abfent, but his wife received me in fuch a manner 
as almoft to put me to the blufh ; fhe was a woman of fix and thirty, a brunette who had 
been handfonie, and was ftill tormented with that immoderate defire of pleafing, which 
fome women lofe only with life itfelf. She made me a thoufand queftions, and fuc- 
cceded in learning I was a botanift. She concluded thence that I was ^ phyfician, and 
endeavoured to perfuade me to fix at Guaxaca, telling me, that notwithftaading jhe 
extent of the city, there was not in it either a phyfician or furgeon, and that fhe would 
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vouch that her hufband, who was a corregidor, fhould forward me to the full of fr» 
ability; fhe even in pretty diftinQi terms tow me fhe could herfeif be of fervice to me j 
and I began to feel foraewhat fbr the gratitude fhe might expeft, when fortunately her 
hufband entered: he was an excellent machiftift, and drew extremely well, as he 
fatisfied me by a multitude of works, which he difplayed as wfell in relief as on paper, 
of his doing* r He had moreover rather a curious garden, in \ybich £ gathered fome 
fee$s of mira-fol, and fage with com-rofe flowers. 

After leaving the corregidor, I obtained a direction to a trunk maker's. My pfon 
required I fhould be furnifhed with cafes or coffers cafy of tranfport. The tradefman 
to whom I was dire&ed (hewed me fome of all fixes. 1 chofe eight two feet long by 
fourteen inches t broad, and. of fimilar‘depth. They were of a white and very light 
wood, dove-tailed, even'bound at the corners, and with locks; they were moreover 
fo fylid and fo well made, that, better could not have been produced in any work.(hop 
in Paris. The price alto was reafonable. They coft me feventeen reals the pair, or 
about four {killings each ; I afked for no abatement, and my liberality purchaled me 
the prefent of a bafket of apricots which hat! juft been given to the trunk-maker, and 
which Be obferved me notice with longing eyes. This European fruit is fo much 
degenerated from not having been grafted, that it is but little forger than the Mont¬ 
morency cherry. It has notwithftanding preferved its original flavour. 

I now perceived that I fhould never have been able at Los Cues to have met with 
the fame refources as at Guaxaca there indeed I might have obtained cochineal, but 
this was not fufHcient, the means of tran (porting it were alike neceffary. I was 
confequently very well fatisfied with my bargain: I mereljr conditioned, over and 
above the purchafc, to have partitions made in each of the boxes, and I brought away 
with me the keys. f • ' • > * 

Delighted at having thus affured in a degree fuccefs to my undertaking, aftonifhed 
at finding myfelf fo far advanced, and at having fo readily overcome all the difficulties 
, I had to fight againft, I was fcarcely able to bear my weight of joy, and imagined 
myfelf in a dream from which I dreaded to awake, but which every inftant I found 
would be the cafe ; the greater the facility I had hitherto met with, the more was I 
apprehenfive of the obflacles which I painted to myfelf would attend the future. This 
mixture of fatisfa&ion and inquietude occafioned an oppreflion on my mind, a melan¬ 
choly which I was utterly unable to (hake off. 

In this ftate I walked through the ftreets without well knowmg whither l went; at 
length I found myfelf in one of the fuburbs called de las Buekas or the Turnings, a 
name diftin&ivc of the gardens of* this country, where ft is confidered be&uty to interfeffc 
therp by walls and partitions, which occafion fo many windings and recedes in the 
fame inclofure. Among others were fome plantations of nopals* the order of the 
rows in which 1 obferved to be ftill the fame as I before had noticed, that is to fay, 
from eaft to weft, but in almofl all of which the crops had been recently gathered. In 
fome plantations I faw men employed lopping off the branches, in others planting; at 
length I diftinguifhed one which appeared to me magnificent, and fo thickly loaded will* 
cochineal, that not a fmgle leaf could be taken from the nopal without crushing a thoufand 
of the infe&s. In order to take a furvey at leifure, I entered into a garden, parted 
from the plantation only by a* hedge, under pretence of buying flowers. The firft 
objects in this garden which excited my attention, was a violet coloured after, as large 
asjhofe grown with us, but produced on a fhrub refembling, by its pinnated leaves, 
our eldentree, and which had a very fine effect: what however engrofled ahnoft thp 
wHble of my attention and thoughts, was the beautiful plantation of nopals, and while 
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the bouquet Ilhad ordered was being gathered, I fatiated my eyes with the fpe&acle 
before me. The nopals were thickly planted at. about four feet diftance, in lines fix 
feet apart. I learnt that this nopal ground belonged to a negro who was not there 
at that time, I fed myfelf with hopes of buying of him both the nopal and fame of 
the infers. t • 

After traverfing feveral other gardens, I returned to the city, and caufed thofe to 
be pointed out to me belonging to an apothecary whofe name was Don Antpnio Pila, 
and which had been highly extolled by the gardeners I had fpoken with. The pro¬ 
prietor, conceiving by my drefs that I was a Frenchman, /hewed me the utmoft civility, 
and proffered me his fervices: after which, informing him, that beinjj a botanift I 
was anxious to fee his garden, he caufed his nephew to ’accompany me to it, 
politely excufing himfelf from not being of the party, owing to his advanced age and 
infirmities. • 

This garden, interfered by five or fix walls, which, no doubt, announced fo many 
frefh acquifitions, appeared to have been framed at great expence. A copious foun¬ 
tain, very pleafmgly ornamented, delivered its waters at the height of eight feet, into 
an antique vafe, whence through four fpouts, they defeended into a fpacious bafin, 
from which they were conducted into different refervoirs. A number of indifferent 
pinks, a quantity of falvia othecas, a fpecies of fage, fome agaves, mililot, blue ever- 
iaftings, oxal * or forrel, pot-herbs, malvae (mallows), apricots, grapes, and peaches ; 
thefe formed the whole of the rarities I found in this garden, which moreover was kept 
in very indifferent order. 

While I was there, I few a female enter the garden, the lady of a corregidor, in a 
rich veibof black velvet trimmed with gold fringe. She came efcorted by a very 
handfoine man for the purpofo of feeing*, as I afterwards learnt, the face of a French¬ 
man. 1 paid my refpetts to her in the mod polite manner, yet, hurt at thus becom¬ 
ing the objeft of general curiofity, and much vexed at my foreign appearance. After 
jhe had retired, 1 went to return thanks to the apothecary, and fpoke in high terms of 
his garden. 

Much pleafed with me, Don Antonio Pifa was felicitous I feould vifit another 
garden not lefs curious: I repaired thither, and did indeed find a garden which would 
have done honour tt> the marlhes of Paris, by the fine difplay it afforded of cabbages, 
artichokes, rafpberries, apricots, and grapes. Water was every where diftributed in 
little gutters .along plots planted with parfiey, turnips, radiflies, and well hearted 
lettuce. Five oj fix workmen Indians, or of mixed breed, were at work here ; here 
alf 9 I found the owner Don Gregorio Meuta, one of the corregidors of the city, a 
man about five and, forty, of handfomc countenance, and graceful deportment: Tie 
condefeended to applaud my refearches and curiofityj and pointed out to me every 
thing that was curious. What however appeared to me moll worthy of remark, was 
a tree which at firft fight refembled much a reine claude plym-tree, but which 
was no other than a malpighia which I had not hitherto feen. I begged the proprietor 
to allow me to gather fome of the fruit in order to obtain the /tones: the fruit it yields 
is as large as our white-heart cherries. I wiflied to pay for what I gathered, but was 
not fuffered ; nor would even the Indian workmen who attended accept the two reals 
which I proffered them. 

I again returned to my apothecary, and having given him a picture of the wretched 
inn at which I had taken up my abode, a pi&ure which, from the difficulty I had to 

* Decandria pentagynia. . 
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exprefs myfelf in Spaniffi, made him laugh till the tears dropped, I bdought him to 
point out to me fome one where I might get a decent meal; and this he promifed to 
do. The converlation next turned on the different obje&s of culture in the country : 
he enquired if I was acquainted with them, to which I anfwered in the affirmative, 
with the exception of vanilla, which I w'as anxious of feeing in order to deferibe it with 
the precifion of a botanift. A prieft, who happened to be prfffent, interrupted me, to 
{fate that.he had fome in a wood dependent on a farm belonging to him, about fix 
leagues thence, and that, if I wiffied it, he would fend one of his Indians thither with 
me the next day as a guide : he even offered to obtain a horfe for me, and this with all 
that politenefs and kind anticipation which we Frenchmen are wont to deem peculiar to 
ourfelves. * 

I then took my leave, exceedingly pleafed with my day’s work, and well convinced, 
that with a little hardihood anJ activity much may be effected. 

I repaired to my *ncw inn, recommended by Don Antonio Pifa, conduced by a fer- 
_ vant of that gentleman : it was kept by a Frenchman, who had been cook to the late 
governor. I acceded my countryman with a fenfation of plcafurc, and with that con¬ 
fidence which might eaiilv be conceived by any one who for the inftant would place 
himfelf in my fituation. I did not even take into account the difference of our ffations 
in life, nor had I any reafon to repent my condefccnfion, for he was really, and not 
merely in appearance, a very good kind of man. I could perceive he was rich, though 
he complained of his bad fortune, and plainly Taw that this was only the better to hide 
his profperity, and not excite* envy, in a people always jealous of our induftry and 
fuccefs, and at the fame time, poffibly, that he might the better be enabled to leave the 
country, at a favourable opportunity. 

I begged of him to give me a good fuppcv, affuring him th..t it would be the fir ft 
fmee my leaving France: he promifed he would, and kept his word, for I had one 
truly worthy of a governor’s table; and afterwards was enabled to take a delicious 
night’s reft, undreffed, and between ffiects, on a tolerably good bed, an enjoyment I 
had not experienced for a length of lime. 

The plan I had arranged, to purchafe fome nopals and cochineal on the fucceeding 
day, occafioned me to wake very early in the morning: I was up therefore by three 
o’clock, and taking with me two Indian fervants belonging to the inn, each with a large 
baiket and towels, 1 repaired to the plantation of nopals 1 had feen the day before. 

I left the fervants at the gate on entering, and myfelf took charge of their bafkets. 
The negro owner was fcarcely awake, lie came towards me with a fnnple, modeft, and 
civil air, quite different from what is ufual among people of his ftamp in the kingdpm 
of Mexico. I informed him that being a phyfician, I wanted, for the purpofe of 
making an ointment for the gout, a few leaves of the nopal, with the cochineal upon 
them, which I begged him to fell me, as the cafe was urgent; telling him l was willing 
to pay for them whatever he might require: he permitted me to take as much as I 
pleafed. I did not require twice bidding, but immediately felefted eight of the haqjd- 
Tomcft branches, each two feet long, and confifting of feven or eight leaves in length, 
but fo perfettly covered with cochineals, as to be quite white with them. I cut them 
off myfelf, placed them in the beft poffible manner in the boxes, and covered them with 
the towels. I then enquired what they were worth. Fie protefted they were well 
worth two reals: I readily believed him : I, who would not have held them dear at as 
ihany quadruples; but, that I might not render him aware of how good a bargain I 
reckoned upon having made, I merely gave him a dollar, telling him I had no change, 
an<j begging him to keep the remainder to drink my health with. The good old negro 
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rubbed bis eyes, fancying himfelf ftill afleep ; and while he overwhelmed me with 
gratitude, I called in my Indians, loaded them with the two bafkets, and made off 
with the rapidity of lightning. 

My heart beat in a manner that beggars defeription: jt feemed to me as if I was 
bearing away the golden fleece, but, at the fame time, as if the furious dragon, placed 
over it as a*guard,' was following clofe at iny heels ; all the way along I kept humming 
the famous line, Jit length / have it in my power , and fliould willingly have fung it aloud, 
but for fear of being overheard, i arrived at my inn out of breath, and Hipped in 
unperceived, and without having met with a Angle perfon in the ftreets. The dawn was 
opening, but nobody yet had rifert in the houle. I fliut myfclf up in my room, and 
then packed my dear nopals, with inexpreflible latisfadion,* and in the tendereft man¬ 
ner imaginable, in two of my fatal! boxes, faking the precaution to lay them two at 
top, and two at bottom, feparating them by the partition, and hicks of a dry and 
pliant wood. 

Thus, by five in the morning, I found myfclf in poffeflion of a fine cargo of cochi" 
neal, which not a foul had either foen me purchafe or pack. The negro who fold it me* 
was a Ample, good kind of man, and the Indians, whom I liberally rewarded, enjoin¬ 
ing them at the lame time to l'ecrecy, with refped to where they had been with me in 
the morning, were themfelves ignorant of what the precious load they carried. 

Tranquil on this head, I went to enjoy, beneath feme orange-trees in thecourf, the 
plegfure of my reflections, and the cool.of morning, waiting the period of my hoft 
rifing. Never had the Iky before appeared lo beautiful, never the climate fo pleaflng. 
The day before my imagination was Ailed with monftrous chimtertc: this day every 
thing was of charming aiped, and admitted of my giving the reins to fancy. 

Whatever my future fortun i may b:;, faid I to inyfelf, 1 have now completed the 
end of my journey ; I may now let olf. Yes, even diredly ; but no; vanilla, which I had 
been told could be obtained no nearer than at a di fiance of twenty leagues hence, va¬ 
nilla comes as it were of itfelf to invite my taking it: let us effed this lecond conqueft. 

At length the people of tint houle roufed from their {lumbers. Brcakfaft was ferved 
up, to which I did more juliice than any one, and at which I noticed a Angular fruit: 
it was an apple* the pulp of which was loft, and black as raiAn. The Spaniards call it 
lapota negra : I opened fevoral, and took out their kernels. As I meant to fet out at 
noon in fearch oi vanilla, I ordered a good dinner to be provided for me at eleven 
o’clock. » 

I then font my compliments to the prieft Don Jofe Ortiz, and reminded him of his 
promife, after which 1 drell myfclf, for the purpofe of taking a furvey of the city. 

*My, country man, who was my guide, had the kindnefs to lend me a cloak: vtifh 
this, my hair in a net, and iny broad brimmed hat, I looked perfectly a Spaniard, and 
had no longer the vexation to endure of hearing conftantly rung in my ears, aqui Jla 
Frauctfe, there goes a Frenchman. 

We made the whole tour of the city, and I meafured its ftreets*: it appeared to me, 
oti this occafton, even more handfome than it had done the day before. The only 
thing which feemed wanting, and which, not only here, but throughout Spaniih 
America, if Mexico be excepted, is every where a deftderatum, is an alley of trees, or 
a promenade : one indeed had been planned here below the aquedud. There are even 
bafms of ftone prepared for couducling water to it from a fountain ; and this fpot, its 
fituation confidered, would without doubt have been a moft delightful cate for a public 
walk, but the plantation was never carried into effed, and the whole plan dro;,'t to the 
ground. 

•We 
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We vifited the market, one the beft fupplied of any I had feen fincc T left the 
Ilavannah. I found in it all kinds of fruit; but what moft forcibly ftruck me, was the 
fight of raw cochineal expofed for fale: when I fay raw, I mean undried, and with the 
infefts yet alive. The price of it was eight feals the pbund. I at length returned 
home loaded with plants, leaves, and branches of all kinds; among the reft with a 
fpecies of palma Chrifti, or ricinus*, of an uncommon fpqeies, which 1 have fince 
4 'fpatched for the King’s garden. 

After having packed my plants in my chamber, I went to a man who had been 
pointed out to me for one who let horfes, and without a fyllablfc faid to my hoft on the 
i'ubject, who reckoned on having measagueft at leaft for a fortnight to come, I hired 
five horfes, at eight reqls each, to carry me the next morning to Sant Juan del Re. 

At eleven o’clock I had another meal worthy of a governor’s table, and ferved with 
equal promptitude and elegance ; but what again ? Doubtlefs the reader, in perufing 
this narrative, will take me for an abfolute glutton ; but let him paul'o an inllant. I 
was intoxicated with joy. I fought for gratifications, as a compenfation for my 
. labours, and poffibly this was of alefs dangerous nature than another, for there furely 
could be no harm in ftrengthening my poor body, weakened by the faffs and bad fare 
it had endured, and rendering it capable of wkhftanding the mortifications it had yet 
to undergo. 

Don Ortiz had not forgot me : by noon his horfes were at my door. I immediately 
rofe from table, and leapt into the faddle, loading the muleteer, my-guide, with a Enen 
fack, four feet high, which Lhad bought for the purpofe in the morning. After this 
we fet off at full fpeed, each of us with a handkerchief rouiyd the head, covered by a 
large flapped hat, and the crown of this furmounted with a cone-fhaped cap qf cotton, 
to caufe a divergency of the rays of the fun, ,a precaution highly neceffary. 

We reached, without halting, a mountain four leagues from the city, which it took 
ns a quarter of an hour to afeend. After this we went down into a valley, in which 
the farm of Don Ortiz was fituate. The produce of the valley nothing but wood and 
maize. We continued our journey two leagues farther, when we met fome people 
belonging to the farm. 1 wiftied to addrefs them, in order to know yyhere we might 
find what we were infearch of, but the muleteer pretended to know vanilla very well; 
and boafled that he could (hew it me himfelf. We in confcquence alighted, and during 
half an hour fought for it in vain among all the trees. 1 ftill waited for my muleteer 
doftor to point it out to me, and, at laft, whether from ignorance, whether from 
defign, he (hewed me inftcad of it an arum fcandens, with palmated leaves, the ftem 
of which, it moft be confeffed, pretty much refembles that of the vanHla. I told him 
hq was an afs, and that inftcad of thus making me lofe my time, he would have done 
much better had he called for one of the Indians. It was, in faft, five o’clock, and I 
was under the greateft anxiety left I fhould be obliged to return without the vanilla, 
or have to deep at the farm, which would defer my intended departure on the next 
morning. I was ahnoft mad with vexation. 

At length an Indian, with a hoe in his hand, made his apgearance. Brother, faid*I, 
holding out a dollar, fhew me fome vanilla, and this is yours. He coolly bade me 
follow him; and advancing a few fteps through the underwood into a thicket, in which 
were a number of trees, he immediately climbed up one, threw down to me two cods 
of vanilla, perfectly ripe, and pointed out to me a branch on which feveral others were 
hanging, yet green, together with two faded flowers, of which the nedarium ftill 
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remained. Ijrecognizel it for an epidendrum. The form of the leaves, the ftone, and 
the fruit, perfectly well defcribed, the peculiar fmell of the plant: every thing con¬ 
vinced me it was the real vanilla, in every thing correfponding with fuch I had feen 
at the houfe of Don Athenas, at Vera’Cruz. All the trees of this little copfe were 
covered with it. I faw a quantity of green fruit, but colle&ed no more than fix 
fpecirnens of thefe, and /our large cods, which were ripe. I caufed the’ Indian after¬ 
wards to part from the root fome of the fcions which had fprung up. Thefe I tied 
well together, wrapping up the whole in the leaves of an arutn, which at their bafe are 
three feet wide. Alter thus packing a faggot, which weighed upwards of thirty pounds, 

I placed it in my large fack, which I fattened on the rump of my horfe. I was fo well 
l'atisfied with my Indian, that befides the gourd I protr.ifed him, I gave him in addition 
two reals. For his part, unwilling to be outdone in gencrofity, he ran to his hut, and 
brought me three other cods of vanilla. • • 

Who now was more confufed than my mulatto ? for me, I was highly pleafed with 
not having liftened to him. 

We again mounted our horfcs, and we made fuch good fpeed, that by nine in the* 
evening we reached Guaxaca. 

1 directed my guide to make my belt refpefts to his mailer, and repeat how much I 
held myfelf obliged to him. I gave him, for the ufe of the horfes, fix pialtres, and 
two for his individual trouble, after which I again entered my inn,, with the vanilla, 
without any one knowing what it was. . 

It was late, and 1 fupped by myfelf. After fupper, I defired my landlord and 
countryman to make out his account, ancl announced; my departure on the next 
morning. lie feemed greatly furprifed at my intention, but anfwered, that he had no- 
demand to make; that he had entertained me with great pleafure, as a countryman, 
but without any view of gain. I eafily comprehended his drift,, and, prefenting him 
three dollars, enquired if that was fufficient. He Hill alfumed that he had received me • 
as a friend, and that I might pay him nothing if I pleafed. To this 1 drily anfwered, 
that he, being a Frenchman, was capable of difeerning, by my exterior manners, that 
I was not a perfon to be treated gratuitoufiy by him ; and that, moreover, his fituatioa 
in life obliged him to fell his fervices to every one. I thought it right with this to add 
three more dollars to thofe I had before placed on the tabic, at the fame time requefting 
him to prepare .me a few provifions. When our holt noticed the tone l alfumed, with 
a fatisfied look he placed the fix dollars in his pocket, and in very polite terms returned 
me thanks. Shortly after he fent me what I had required. 

I now fhut myfelf up in my chamber, and palled a part of the night in examining 
and arranging all my plants in my boxes. Two of thefe were deftined for the vanilla, 
which I marked, and mingled with a thoufand other plants, collected at hazard. As 
while doing this I frequently opened and fhut the boxes, my hoftefs, on hearing the 
noife, became exceedingly curious, and fought to fatisfy her inquifitivenefs, under 
pretence of making me a fmall prefent of chocolate. She therefore knocked three or 
four times at the door of my room, but I conftantly obje&ed to opening it, fo that at 
lad fhe was tired out, and decided on leaving the chocolate on a chair in the adjoining 
room. 

I flept but a little time. By four in the morning my horfes being come, I awakened 
mine holt. His aftonifhinent was at its height, for L had not apprized him of the 
meafurcs I had taken. My cafes and baggage were all laid on my cattle in an inllaot. 
I; mounted on one of the horfes, and obliged the topithto lead on the others before me 
at a good rate. 5 
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Day-light had.not yet beamed on Guaxaca, when I fet off. On account of my train 1 
found the ftreets exceedingly long, for I was anxious to avoid examination, and the 
excitement of curiofity; at length by day break I gained the open country. The 
morning was remarkably coqj. 1 (truck my heels in[o the (ides of my horfe, and increafed 
our pace. TUfiy horfes turned out to be excellent ones, and fpceded fo well, that by half 
part leven we reached Atletta, whence, without halting for jrefrefhment, I proceeded 
oliwards to Sant Juan del Re, occafionally alighting to gather plants. 

On the*'road I met with a doflor, who, converting on the obje&s of culture, informed 
me, that nopals had been tranfported into Caftille, for the pnrpofc of attempting the 
naturalization of the cochineal, but that the project failed, from which he drew the very 
wife conclufiofs, that it i.vas impoflible the culture of it (hould fucceed any where but in 
the kingdom of Mexico. This anecdote, whether fabulous or true, was calculated not- 
withftanding, to give me at thl* time fame uneafinefs; but now, while writing this, that 1 
am well atfured of the fallacy of the affumption, l cannot but fmile at the folly of thofe 
people who make deductions, which they generalize front circuit.(lances true only in 
• particular cafes. 

By then I entered Sant Juan del Re, it was eleven o’clock. T was in hopes of pur- 
chafing here feme cochineal, but the black alcalde not being at home, 1 determined to 
wait till his wife returned : flic came in a little time, and I immediately a/ked her for 
four branches from her nopals; and without giving leifure for reflection, (hewed her a 
dollar, which perJuaded better than words : 1 ;ri the (ante time enquired of her relpecfing 
a variety of matters, which I had either omitted to obtain information upon before, or 
which 1 thought might need companion w ilh w hat 1 had learnt <tt Guaxaca, though chiefly 
refpeding the mixture of the fylveflre or wood cochineal, with the black or fiyc. Site 
illuftrated the different points 1 quellioned Iter, upon, artd to my fatisiaclion ; and per¬ 
mitted me to felecl four branches from the nopals, which 1 placed in a fifth box. 

After taking a nap I fet off precisely at noon, and again attended the famous moun¬ 
tain La Coffa, frequently cafting back an anxious eye t>n the beautiful country 1 was 
about to leave. Mow numerous were the curious plants 1 beheld 1 How much did I 
regret my incapacity of carrying away fpocimens of all! 1 did however alight to pull up 
fome of the bulbs of the lily of St. Jago, or amaryllis fermofiflima. 1 collected fix 
dozen of the roots, though with extraordinary difficulty, on account of their being a 
foot deep in the ground, and that, (lilfand very hard as the foil was, I had nothing but 
a knife with which to remove it, while a vertical fun darted its noon-tide rays on tnv 
back. I liki wife found a violet with a bulbous root like that of the lily, •■of which ] 
dug up a dozen roots: 1 gathered, moreover, a hundred oxales (TorrelS), with bulbous 
roets, foliis odonatis pellatis ozatis. 1 morever gathered fome feeds of a thiftla, large 
as our artichoke plants; fome. ot the fruit of a fort of medlar; fome of the Sabina 
juniperus ; and certain acorns large a.s our largeff walnuts. 

While thus endeavouring to diffipale the tireiomenefs incidental on a long journey, 
I perceived that my muleteer had.turned out of the king’s highway, which topiths are 
exprefsly forbidden to do; and 1 was violently enraged at his conduct, promifing, within 
myfelf, at lead to withhold his trinkgilt, or drink money. However we began to 
defeend by roads, very bad it is true, hut which hffened our way by a league. I then 
allowed that my guide was ncJt fo much in the wrong, and was pacified. At the bottom 
of the Hope 1 found the beautiful (age, wdth corn-rofe flowers, which I had feen at 
Guaxaca; from this I extruded feeds, as well as from another variety with blue and 
highly beautiful flowers. 


While 
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While thrfiading a narrow path cut out of the rock, I had a Angular rencounter: it 
was of an Indian who was driving two hogs to Guaxaca. They were of monftrous fize} 
and I was obliged to ftand afide, in ordfi* to allow them to pafs; while, in confequence, 
1 was attentively looking at them, I obfervcd, and not without a hearty laugh at the 
whim, that they had pumps, or rather boots on. What, faid I to myfelf, a hog in pumps, 
while the jJoor Indian that drives them is barefoot! The hogs had, really, on each of 
the joints of their parted hoof, a boot with a foie of ftrong leather; and the whole*fo 
neatly fewed, and fitting with fuch exactitude, that at firft I thought them natural appen¬ 
dages belonging to the animal. It was in vain for me to puzzle my brain for the reafon of 
fuch a whim, and I was fain to apply for information to the Indian. For him, he feemed 
to pity my ignorance, aftoniflnnent, and laughter ; and in a vtry phlegmatic manner 
anfwered, that it was to prevent their becoming foot-fore. Reflection made the motive 
feem bur reafonable, for the animals were fo fat, and are naturally fo lazy, .that if they 
had not been booted, having a journev to make of five and twenty leagues, and Ihould 
wound their feet, they would have fallen away, and even have remained on the road. 
When at dinner, at an after period, with the intendant of St. Domingo, on his afking me’ 
refpedfing the roads in Mexico, I felt a firong inclination of relating this fact, in order 
to qualify him to form hitnfelf an opinion ; but as there was a large company at table, 
to whom I was unknown, I was fearful, on giving account of a circumftance fo Angular, 
to pafs for an inventor of fables; I therefore merely anfwered his interrogation by 
telling him in general terms, that 1 found them very bad ; and in good truth, though 
the road I was now travelling was that of Guatimala, aftid the only highway on which 
is tranfported the various»produce of a valley, which extends four hundred and eighty 
leagues* I did not fmd thirty leagues of road on which a carriage could pafs. 

After a long journey of fixrcen large* leagues, I again revifiied my charming hamlet 
of Galiatitlan. I faluted it on my arrival full of gratitude, for its having firft prefented 
me with the delightful fpectacle of a plantation of nopals. It was too late, and I was too 
much fatigued, to vifit the Indian into whole grounds I had entered on my way to 
Guaxaca ; I therefore thought only of getting my fupper, and retiring to reft. 1 flept 
but little. I hail judged it requifite to give air to my plants ; and for the purpofe placed 
my boxes, opened, in the court of the cafa reale, and every half hour paid them a vifit. 
In the intervals between I took a walk in the church-yard, which was at no great diftance. 
A beautiful moon light fhewed me the way ; and with pleafure I collected the roots of 
amary uidas from the tomb. At this inftant, calling to mind the Night Thoughts of 
Young, I Did to myfelf, Is it then really confequent that reflexion on the immortality 
of the foul flioulli give rife to melancholy, as the cafe with that gloomy doftor ? By no 
means., but rather 

Let us, while through this vale we fpecd. 

Cull every flowret in our way. 

At two in the morning, I again elofed my cafes, carried them in-doors, and laid down 
to fleep till dawn. 

* As foon as I arofe, I haftened to the garden of my Indian. The cochineal harveft had 
been gathered ; and I merely took from him four plants of the nopal, which had already 
rooted, and for which I gave him fix reals. 

It is to be obfervcd that I burthened myfelf with thefe nopals, and with,|bur other 
plants which I collected at Sant Antonio de Los Cues, apparently from an excels of 
caution, and that I might not have any thing wherewith to blame myfelfi but how wife 
this caution will be feen j for of all the branches loaded with cochineal, which I had 

bought 
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bought at Guaxaca, and Sant Juan del Re, and on which I placed my tfhief depend¬ 
ence, not one was preferved to the end of my voyage, as I had the affliction of feeing 
them, all rot one after the other, and of being obliged to throw them into the fea while 
traveling the gulf of Mexicot It was to thofe plants on which I placed the leaft re¬ 
liance that I »had to afcribe the ultimate fuccefs of my projeCt, as thefe were the only 
ones which furvived the voyage, and which have multiplied. • 

The Indian who fold me the nopal plants was the fame who let me my horfes; and his 
fon a&ed as my topith. This afforded me means to hold a very interefting converfation, 
and acquire confidcrable information refpcdling that culture, to which he paid his chief 
attention. It was this man \yho prefented me with fome of the fibrous net wprk of the 
cocoa, of which he inforfned me the neft for the cochineal was made: it was from him 
alfol underftood, and at his plantation that I faw, that the mother cochineals for the 
fucceeding harveft are preferved in open air and on the fame plant, and not as averred 
by the Abbe Ray nab, and that even in his laft addition, on detached branches put under 
/helter in the houfe. I made, as very natural, remark on hearing this, that I lhould have 
thought them liable to be deftroyed by the rains; but this objection he fet at reft, by the 
anfwer he gave, which was, that in the ftormy feafon of the year, Se iapan con pet ales t 
they are fheltered under leaves. 

At the plantation of this Indian I likewife, as I had done before in fome of the 
church-yards, collected fome buds of a beautiful fyringa afpcrifoliis, but they 
perifhed. * * 

When on point of departure" with his fon we perceived near a fountain his young 
filter, who at that inftant was fetching water. She was a lovely brunette, about nine or 
ten years of age, with blue eyes, and the mod beautiful complexion. 1 had juft before 
given her a real. She drew nigh her brother, and without uttering a fyllable flipt it into 
his hand. My poor brother, Ihe no doubt reafoned, is now about to travel on foot over 
fix weary leagues of ground for merely a wretched real, and which even my father puts 
in his pocket, and has but four tordillas and fome pimento for his dinner. Suppofe 1 give 
him this real, he will be able to fare better, and better be able to endure the tedioufnefs 
of .the way, and the burning heat of the fun. Such in fhort was the reflection 1 read in 
the exprefiive eyes, full of intereft and compaffion, of this amiable child, and in the 
look of gratitude the young lad directed at his fifter. I was deeply affeCted by this little 
incident. Come hither, my child, faid I. She came blufliing and uneai'y about the motive 
of my calling her. I gave her another real, which I bade her keep for herfelf. The little 
maid laughed with joy, took the real, and turned her back on me, without the flighteft 
thanks; but what thanks were neccffary ? Did (he not fmilc ? Throughout the whqle 
moVning I amufed myfelf with pleafing reflections on fraternal love ; and this incident 
confirmed me in the idea I had eVer entertained, that a tender afleCtion for their brothers 
is not uncommon with females; and that it could not have been feenes like this which 
originated the obfervation of rara concordia fratrum. Incidents like thefe it is which 
render one difpofed to love mankind; but how rare are they in large affociations of tjie 
fpecics! and where did I meet with this ? Was it not among the fteepeft mountains, 
in the moft diftant parts of America, amid people little removed from the wild ftate of 
nature ? 

After proceeding three leagues on my way, I met a herd of fwine, confiftingof about 
fixty, all of them in new boots. Now, indeed, faid I, accofting the Indian who was 
•driving diem along, I plainly fee that this is not a mere whim, but a fafhion, quite the 
fafhion of the country: in truth, now all that thefe gentry want, to draw down not only 
adxpiration, but even the envy of their drivers, would be to make an addition to their 
* . drefs 



DE MENONVILLE’s TRAVELS TO GUAXACA. S $3 

drefs of a cloak, hat, and raffles; but all I could fay failed of exciting a fmile, for the 
Indian was of a moft grave and ferious turn of mind. 

When I arrived at Atletlanca, I was obliged to go to the re&or to change fome gold: 
he appeared to me to have great partiality for this Alining metal, and to be ready, if 
needed, to .give me filver for all 1 had. He Aiewed me the fluffed (kins of two animals, 
which he called tigers but which were juft as much the (kins of tigers, as of Mexican 
bears; of this I am (atisfied, as at an after period I bought fome of both the one and the 
other, thefe much fmaller: thofe of the reftor were fix feet in length from head to tail, 
and two feet and a half in height; the head, face, hair, and teeth of them were fimilar 
to thofe of the cat; but the colour of the hair wa£ that of the fawn, vesy bright, per¬ 
fectly fmooth, and without any longitudinal (tripes, or ocellary * fpots j thefe monftrous 
animals, faid to be very ferocious and fanguinary, had been killed within two leagues 
of the village: would I could have borne them away with me! the reftor tfould affur- 
cdly have parted with them for gold. 

On difmifling my topith I gave him another real, as well becaufe he was the brother of • 
the fweet little Indian girl, as becaufe he had conduced himfelf with propriety, and that 
on fuch occafions I feldom reftri&ed myfelf to abiding by the regular preferiptions for 
drink money : thefe kind of people are commonly fo wretched, and at the fame time 
appeared to me fo worthy, that I always confidered a real or two extra not idly thrown 
away. 

I^gain crofted the numerous windings of the river de Jas Vucltas, and again with the 
like impatience and vexation, but at the fame time with lefs inconvenience, on account 
of being better mounted * I was unable however to reach Don Dominquillo before 
night, where I again met with a, jubilee and proceflion, for it had been ordained I think 
that from Paris to Mexico had 1 gone I’ftiould conftantly fee nothing elfe: this one I 
found interefting; the mufic of the charming Salve Maria , which I took down in notes, • 
is really excellent; it was fung in chorus, the parts given in perfect unifon, and was a 
piece of mufic altogether capable of pleafing even the moft delicate. 

When Juftice and Peace, tired of living with mortals, by whom they daily were infult- 
ed, abandoned for ever their ungrateful hofts; Fame fays, they took refuge in heaven, 
from whence they came. The rumour here was wrong: after wandering over the 
different portions of the globe, conftantly vagabonds, and conftantly abufed, thefe 
celeftial beings withdrew to a corner of North America; yes, the village of Don 
Dominquilloj This little hamlet, fimple in appearance, unadorned by the meritricious 
works of art, but,rich, but charming from its fite on the (lope of a hill, at the con¬ 
fluence of the Rio Grande, and that of Las Vueltas, appeared to them worthy of their 
abode ;'and here I enjoyed the mild prefence of thefe amfcble but flighted powers. 

The circumftance which called for this remark I (hall relate: While I was at fupper, 

I fent for a topith, with whom I had entered into contraft for fumifliing me with 
horfes for Quicatlan; the knave had the addrefs to cheat me of three piaftres, without 
my, noticing the fraud ; his lively and feemingly ingenuous looks, and poflibly the 
cares with which my head were filled, combined to lay me open to deception: the 
keeper of the cafa reale, however, perceived the fraud, and pointed it out to me, but 
the topith was already out of fight with my money. In the mean time, after the pro¬ 
ceflion, while walking in the public fquare, I faw two Indians carrying each of them a 
ftaff fix feet long, on which they fupported both their hands. I paid at firft but little* 

* Ocellaire, in the original, from ocelli, little eyei an Italian word. 
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attention to this itfcident, till at length I heard a cry repeated thrice in !he Mexican 
language, and three whittles. In an inttant, my rogue of a guide prefetus hirafeit; 
out of breath with running, and makes a number of low bows to the men with flafi's, 
the diftindive marks of thei! office : the one was the alcalde, the other his atTeflbr. 
As I law then? advancing towards me, I met them half way : in my pretence, in a very 
deliberate manner, they interrogated the topith rcfpe&ing the humber of horfes 1 had 
requetted, and the price he had alked. He confcfied the whole he had afkcd, except 
two reals. They next enquired of me, how much I had paid. I told them the exact 
fum. Turning next to the topith, they afked him, if he had fliewn me the table of 
fares j and, on his confefling that htShad never even mentioned it to me, the alcalde 
very feverely, though at*the fame time without the leaft fymptom of paffion, repri¬ 
manded him ; firtt, for having, cxaded more than the or don nance prescribed ; and 
fecondly, for having dated the fum he had received at two reals lei's than what it really 
was. "While they w’ere fpeaking, I minutely obferved. by help of the moon-light, the 
features of thefe limple officers : they exhibited n6t the leafl fymptom of rage or in¬ 
dignation, not even the leaft emotion. Immutable as the law, they judged and decided 
by its rule, and never did fenator, counfellor, or judge, with all their lumptuous para¬ 
phernalia of office, in filk and ertnined robes, in lcarlct or in black, in coronets, caps, 
or periwigs, never, 1 fay, did either look more auguft or majettic than did, on this 
occafion, thefe poor and tattered Indians. 

After convicting the culprit, on his own confeffion, they made him reftore the whole 
fum .he bad received; after which, entering my apartment, where was a light, they 
attempted to calculate what was juftly his due, but, little uffd to handle money, they 
were unable to fucceed, and I was obliged to take on ptyfelf this talk; when, having 
Jhewn to their fatisfadion, that 1 had given thhee dollars and t.,o reals more than I 
. {hould have done to the topith, the alcalde reftored them to me, and gave the remain¬ 
der to the topith, enjoining him to have his horfes ready at the hour appointed. I was 
dumb with admiration. I thought myfelf in a dream ; a judgment io unartiiicial, fo 
fpeedy, fo perfectly equitable, was what I could not conceive: actuated by the en- 
thufiafm by which I was filled, 1 gave the cafero, by whole inftituting the procefs I had 
enjoyed this interefting fpedacle, a dollar, and begged the alcalde to keep in his own 
hauuls the three dollars and two reals, for the purpofe of dittributing them among the 
poor of the hamlet. 1 would willingly have given, had 1 means, a thousand putters, 
to have perpetuated the memory of this honourable ad of jultice.; for it cannot be dif- 
guifed, that the bed means of enforcing among mankind the pradice of wifdom and 
virtue is to honour and reward even the moll infignificant adions which denote, its 
exiftence: men always ad from fame intcrefted motive.; and what motive catrbe re¬ 
garded as more valuable than tHat which has for its end the efteera of one’s fellow 
creatures and pofterity ? Let us then but applaud good adions, and thofe fame applaufcs 
will prove the feeds, of others. 

With thefe pleating fancies I retired to reft, and fweet was the {lumber I enjoyqfl; 
but at two in the morning, felicitous of making a long day, I awoke my topith : the 
rogue was out of temper, which 1 noticed the moft plainly at the paifage of iiio 
■Grande. In this river I faw an animal fwimming, which I took to be either a crocodile 
or a cayman, though its muzzle did not yet feem to be fo long as theirs. I enquired 
Fhat animal it was, but inftead of informing me, in order to prevent the gratification 
I migh? receive from fat^fying my curiofity by a more minute examination, the malicious 
rogue picked up a ftone, and threw it with fuch nicety, that, though at eighty p%ces 
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diftant, he ftruck it on the head, which occafioned it to dive under water, and it did 
not appear again. At dinner he met with his reward, as I neither gave him a meal, 
nor money to buy drink* as I was cite aacuftorned to do. 

I reached Quicatlan at nine, and alter purchafing a provifion of bread, left that place 
at ten, palling', without flopping, by the guard-houib : the chief of it, whofc good-will 
I had infured on pafiing tfefore, whether on this account, whether owing to his being 
employed in counting the mules laden for Guaxaca, paid no attention to mine, but 
made a fign to my topith to proceed without unloading his cafes : I fqueczed his hand 
in token of gratitude, and clapped fpurs into my horfe. 

But little after noon, the fun almoft at its zenith, and vertical above me, J had to climb 
the terrible and fatiguing mountain Aquiotepec; 1 found it necelfary, in order to bear up 
againft the diftrefs occafioned by the toil, and the heat oi'jhe day, to feek revivification 
from advertence to my worthy and faithful friends in France ; this was my ordinary 
practice ; perpetually were they preibnt to my imagination, and often'did I hold converfe 
with them. Oh, could you only fee me here, laid 1 , and with what formidable diffi¬ 
culties I have to contend, then, partners of my heart, then would you learn the coft a: 
which I leek to merit your efteem. 

At length I attained the fuinmit of the mountain, by half paft one, as I found by the 
dock then ftriking at Quicatlan, the found of which 1 (till diftinguifhed, and by three 
had attained its foot, on the banks of the Rio Grande : here it was 1 tirft faw the'’ fyl- 
veftdf cochineal on a thorny cadtus, with leaves nearly round : I took away two articula¬ 
tions, which 1 preferred for a Jong time at fea, but which at laft decayed. 

I had laid in a ftore of bread, but this was not enough. 1 recollcdted the bad fare 
• I had to «xpect if I depended op the fupply of the hamlet whither I was journeying: 
fortunately I faw an Indian who had juft been filhing ; in ani'wer to my interrogatory, 
of what luccefs he had experienced, I learnt he had caught a trout: but this pre¬ 
tended trout rurnSd out to be a fpecies of mullet, which however was delicious. 

While changing horfes at Aquiotepec, I gathered from the margin of a fountain a 
paneratium foliis lingalatis ftriCtilfimis *, which 1 continue to cultivate at Port au Prince; 
but on this occafion, my curiofity, or rather my imprudence (for I made ufe in railing 
the plant of my hands) was nigh coiling pie dear; a ferpent, four feet long, of a yellowifh 
colour, iflued from the ground I had juft been difturbing, but without doing me the 
leaf! injury, it glided under fome other plants: this ferpent was the firft that I met 
with in my botanical collections in North America. Farther on, on crofting the Rio 
Grande, 1 faw a liliaceous plant, lefs eminent, but which was fnnilar to that I had found 
on the brink of the fountain of Aquiotepec. # 

1 did hot reach Los Cues before half paft nine at night; I was dying of hunger, 
and my ijfli was molt welcome : it was fo large even that I was enabled to tpare a part 
for my tdpith, who had been able to procure nothing better throughout the whole 
hamlet than a couple of tordillas of blue maize, fo much refembliug pieces of flate in 
theiv appearance, that I w as obliged to bite them, in order to be convinced of the con¬ 
trary : as iauce for thofe he had fome little chili. 

The next day, Trinity Sunday, 1 propoied, as it would be the laft time I fltould meet 
with plantations of nopals, to make fome frelh purchafes of nopal and cochineal: in¬ 
formed of the exiHence of them at this place by my Francifcan, on ieeking I*readily 
found-them; nay, there was one clofe even to the houfe at which I lodged: this, , 
however, did not appear to have been fown, fo thinly was the^cochineal fpread # over 
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the leaves. I then entered another, in which were many young plants'that had taken 
root, and were loaded with fine cochineal. I was very folicitous of procuring fome of 
thefe, but the owner was at mafs. In a third l met with fome women, who confented 
to fell me eight branches rkhly loaded for ten reals: this was rather dear, efpecially 
when compared with what my good negro of Guaxaca had afked me; but on my 

J xpreffing fuch to be my opinion, they remarked to me, that there was u]pon them at 
eaft twejve ounces of cochineal, and, on the other hand, thefe were what I wanted. I 
faw in addition, the plantation of a poor cultivator who was drying the feeds of the 
ca&us, with which to make bread : the garden had not been planted more than fifteen 
months, anti from him fpr fix reals I bought as many fmall rooted plants. He was 
willing even to have feared me a greater number, and at this rate even would gladly 
hpve parted with his whole garden ; but I was now mod amply fupplied, and had great 
difficulty -to flow my laft purchafe. 

I however fucceeded and fet off with my cafes, mounted on an afs, which tranfported 
me to Santo Antonio by noon, according to the eftimation I made by a Angular means. 
I noticed that the ears of my afs, at every turn, whether eaftward or weft ward, to the 
north or the fouth, conftantly both the one and the other threw their fhadow on the 
earth, at an equal diftance from the head and body, the fhade of which latter was 
immediately under the belly of the animal: followed that the fun muft be at its zenith, 
and' confequently that the hour was noon. This meridian, fo novel and fo whimfical, 
made me laugh much, and for an inftant configncd to oblivion my cares and jading 
ride. 

At San Sebaftiano I fwallowed two new-laid eggs, and •immediately fet off again 
with excellent horfes: the one I rode, however, was difficult to manage, and had no 
bridle, a circumftance to which I failed tor pay attention on fctting off, or till I had left 
the village: every thing, however, went on well until I reached Santo Antonio : thrice 
had 1 alighted to colled feeds from plants, and thrice had I again ^quietly mounted ; 
but the fourth time, the reftive bead riling on its hind legs, ftruck at me on the 
ftomach with the fore ones, and with fuch force as to fell me to the ground; 
not content, he fpumed again his hind legs at me, and gallopped away at full fpeed. 
For an inftant I thought all was over with me, and far as the little power of refle&ion 
allowed, which remained with me, I was anxious only for my dear cochineal. I 
dreaded left it would yet remain buried in Mexico, and be for ever loft to my country: 
the thought went near to kill me; however, refuming, after a few inftants, the faculty 
of breathing, and iny ftomach by degrees recovering its tone, I gathered'that I did not 
immediately need extreme unction. Colle&ing ftrength, I rofe, though with great 
difficulty, and drew as a conclufion from the incident, that a botanift fhould travel on 
foot. 

I took no trouble about the horfe. It carried away not any of my property,and fhould 
I have recovered, J fhould not have mounted him again : fo giving him heartily to the 
devil, I continued my journey on foot, at a very gentle pace, quit for a few grazes 
and a torn jacket. 

In vain did I call after my topith, who travelled at a brifk rate before me; and when 
I arrived at San Francifco„I found he had already been there an hour. I related to 
him what had happened, and was apprehenfive he might infift on my paying for the 
( runaway; but he was fatisfied with merely afking for a note, which might account for 
his taking it back, which I gave him, ftating the reftivenefs of the animal, and the 
want of a bridle, as the caufe. I moreover prefented my ftude with four reals for 
hunfelf. 
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The next \iay I took care to be provided with gentler horfes, and more complete 
furniture, aid by ten o’clock arrived in fight of Tecuacan. In the courfe of my 
journey, I remarked a nicoriana (tobajco plant), with narrow and pointed leaves, which 
was confpicuous as a weed among the corn of this beautiful plain. 

I was anxious to pais round Tecuacan, as 1 had done on my way coining; but with * 
all my baggage this wac not practicable, and the topiih, in lhort, flatly refufed : it was 
neceffary therefore I fhould travel through it: the town appeared to me a defert, and 
I compared it to thofe enchanted cities the work of genii, when a magician bf the moft 
formidable kind, in my eyes,made his appearance before me, and drove awaythe pleafing 
ideas of enchantment. This magician was no othg: than a flout, fharking cuftoms officer, 
mounted on an excellent horfe, his faddle bow befet, both ia front and behind, with 
piflols. This redoubted champion advancing, fummoned me, in the King's name, to 
return to the cuftoms houfe. I anfwered to him, in i tone of voice which denoted 
vexation, that I certainly fhould pay all the refpeCb due to the King’s orders ; but that 
if he had had the leaft notion of civility, he would not have fuffered me to have rode 
through the whole of the town merely for the pleafure of making me return. How¬ 
ever high the tone I affumed, my heart was chilled with fear; the word cuftoms 
houfe turned my brain, and I gave up all for loft. I fhall have, faid I, to open all my 
cafes, my pilferings will all be expofed ; there may be laws which prohibit tne tranfport 
of cochineal on nopals; nay, this ought neceffarily to form a part of the policy and 
osdonnances of this people, one fo anxious to maintain the exclufive pofleffion of this 
commerce. Should this be the cafe, adieu to all my treafures, all will be ravifhed from 
me, and confiscated: jvhat grief for me! what fhame! curled rencounter! unlucky 
travels,! 

I was in a dreadful ftatc, though it muft be allowed, that at times danger affords 
refources which ,are gathered merely from its prefence. On reaching the cuftoms 
houfe, 1 inftantly determined on my plan: compofing my countenance, therefore, I* 
entered with an eafy air, and expreffed much difeontent at the trouble which had thus* 
unneceffarily been occasioned me. I found two Spaniards in the office, one of whom, 
the director, leffened my colour by the affable and prepofl'effing manner in which he 
received me. I told him that 1 was a botanift, that I had been employed in colle&ing 
medicinal plants throughout the whole province, with which my trunks were full, and 
that I had with me nothing elfe. I added, moreover, that I begged they would fatisfy 
themfelves on this head, and proceed through the examination as fpeedily as poffible, 
as I was felicitous of reaching Vera Cruz for the purpofe of going on {hip board. 

The direftoV faid that this was enough, and entered into the moft friendly conver¬ 
sation with me; however I notwithftanding caufed my boxes to be opened, although 
againft his inclination, for the purpofe of Satisfying him, and out of bravado towards 
his deputy, who appealed to be inquifitive and fufpicious. On looking over the cafes, 
in which, among a variety of herbs and roots, with which he was altogether unac¬ 
quainted, was the vanilla which was equally unknown to hint; he fhrugged up his 
’fhoulders, and fmiled. I opened others which contained cochineal, covered and 
mingled with other plants: aqui Jla gratia, — this is cochineal, faid he, apparently with 
furprize, but at the fame time, with an air of indifference which argued nothing dif- 
pleafing. In my notice of his obfervation, 1 feemed* equally indifferent. He after¬ 
wards noticed the double bottoms, and fancied for an inftant he had caught his bird, 
fignifying as much by a glance, which at the fame time feemed to hint that he could 
flf u t his eyes occafi^ally to what he could not fee without injuring; bur,, rendered 
' bold by the aflurance I had acquired, that no objection would be taken to my cochineal, 
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I raifed the bottoms, partitions, and the pieces of wood, which feparatcd the plants, 
when my nopals were diftinguilhed among other plants, carefully folded in fme white 
paper. What are thefe nopals for, this cochineal? For .an unguent. For what 
malady ? The gout. Ah ah! do but fee, exclaimed he then, laughed heartily as he 
pointed out among my collodion the nuts of the moft common fruits of the country, 
and feeds even of its raoft defpifed herbs. 0 * • * 

The director now obliged me to fhut all my cafes ; before I did this, I picked up 
even the fmalleft leaves which had fallen, but with fo much care, that they could enter¬ 
tain not the fiighteft doubt of my placing on them a value, far greater than on the 
cochineal; they could not indeed help admiring to fee a Frenchman come from fuch a 
diftanee to coIlcQ: fome, of* the mcaneft herbs of the country ; and frankly confefled, 
that no Spaniard could be found pofieffed of equal refolution. Walking in the court, I faw 
drying in the fun the fruit of a* certain ca&us, not larger than currants: in turn, I en¬ 
quired what'ufe it was applied to? To making o 11 arts, was theanfwer. He invited me 
moreover to tafte them : I found them delicious, and preferved lome of the grains. 

. From all he had feen the director concluded within himfelf, that 1 was an eminent 
doctor, and in confcqucnce entreated me to vifit a friend of his who was ill: 1 told him, 
that unlefs His Majeily himfelf required my afHfiance, I could on no account procraf- 
tinate my Hay : at. the fame time I enquired of him to whom I had to addrefs myfelf to 
obtain horfes : he informed me! mult apply to the alcalde-mayor. This circurnltance 
difplealed me. I apprehended a fecund inquintion, and could not hope perpetually to be 
favoured as I had hitherto been, by good fortune : however, no choice was left, nor 
could I draw back; I therefore paid him a vifit, and found him employed with a man drell 
in black, whom at firlt I miltook for the alcade himfelf. It was not long however before I 
was undeceived; Don Marcos Chopin, Cavallero Sant Jago, Gobernador de Tecuacan, 
alcalde-mayor informed me in perfon, that it was he to whom I had to addrefs myfelf; 
he converged with me with an affability, a fuavily of manners which could not be fur- 
,palled by the moll amiable among our French gentry, and immediately directed an 
alquazil to go in fearch of horfes for me. I entreated that they might be gentle, and 
with good bridles, as a caufe of which injunction I related the adventure which had 
befallen me : he laughed heartily at my narrative; and obferved that I mull in this cafe 
have been but an indifferent horleman. Pardon me, Senor, replied 1, but my horfe 
was unufually rellive. 

By accident a mirror happened to hang before me, and feeing myfelf in it, dirty and 
with my clothes lorn, I could not but feel amazement and high gratification at the 
little difficulty I had hitherto met with. In France, taken for .an highwayman, I 
fhoal,d have been flopped by the police : in Mexico I was not even a Iked for my pafs- 
port; 1 fcarcely knew to what 1 hjul to aferibe this diltin&ion; poflibly in a l'mall degree , 
it is to be attributed to the inertia and negligence of the Spanifh people, but at the fame 
time much liberality and hoblenefs of mind are apparent in their cullom of not fullering 
themfelvcs to be influenced towards, nor their confidence diminilhed in, a man and a 
traveller, becaufe of the garb he wears: their conduit moreover may be owing, and* 
principally perhaps, to the officers of the interior relying on the governors of the fron¬ 
tier cities and towns for care that no one be admitted into the kingdom but Spaniards, 
or individuals fumifhed with regular paffports. 

However this may be, the alcalde-mayor behaved to me with the fame politenefs as 
Ifl {tad been drefl in the nicell manner; he even played me a little trick, which, no 
doubt, afforded him confiderable amul’ement, and which ma^fc me laugh myfelf: 
he lent me to the.farmer of the tobacco duty, whom he reprefented to me as being ill, *• 

and 
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, and at the farrfe type a Frenchman, two motives for my rendering hint whatever affift- 
ance my art was capable of. In vain did I decline going, on pretence that not pertaining 
to the college of phyiicians in New Spajp, theconfequences of fuch a procedure on my 
part might injure me; he infilled and proffered to take all, refponfibiiity on hirafelf; 
but what was my aftqnifhment, on complying with the wilh of the governor, at finding 
my dear coflmrymanpluttip as a partridge, and with a complexion ruddy as the mom; 
I was not able however to draw from him a fingle word of French: and wheml 
explained to him the nature of my vifit, he anfwered me coolly in Spanilh, that the 
alcalde might keep hisphyfic and phyficians to himfelf; as for his part he was in want 
neither of the one nor the other. I was much pjeafed with having to render account 
to the governor of the fuccefs of my million : he received me.with lefs»kindnefs than 
on the former occafion; but this was merely to hide the trick, he laughing all the while 
in hisfleeve : he thought me his dupe this.: however 1 frankly forgave, on refledlirtg 
how much more lb he was mine. 

• 

I afterwards went to his fecretary to beg him to change me fome gold, and this I per¬ 
ceived had a good effedt; for in this, as in my dear country, gold is clofely cherilhed, 
and gives much confcquence to thole who are its mailers. 

Soon as it was known 1 had gold, I was well enough dreft. and the fecretary received 
me in a manner no lefs courteous than the alcalde. I found him a man of fenfe, and 
who .difiinguilhed the value of ftudy after the French manner: he enquired how many 
academies wc had ; and when 1 informed+iim that, befides five or fix in the capital, we 
had more than twenty in the provinces, he was wrapt ; n aftonilhment, and mute with 
wonder. Happy country! he exclaimed; thrice happy country! He was in the right. 
In what other country do the arts, does fcience flourilh in the fame degree ? Where elfe 
is truth and knowledge of every defeription fo fully placed within the reach of all I 
W hat relburces does Paris furnilh as well to the inquifitive who merely Ikim the furface, 
as to the lludious who feek for perfect acquaintance with truth! Public and private 
libraries, academies, focicties of amateurs in which literature is cultivated, models, 
chefs d’ceuvres of every kind, thefe are all found in the capital of France, and found 
but there alone. Does one wilh to eftitnate the value of thefe ? Let us call our eyes over 
the neighbouring nations; thefe, though competitors, are.obliged to yield us the palm; 
and however dilpofed to give their due to them on the fcore of their individual merits, 
a Frenchman placed in any of them fighs for his darling home. 

From the fecretary I went to the.alquav.il, who was to furnilh me with horfes; and 
not chooling to leave the l’pot until I had feen them, I font word to the diredor who had 
invjted me to dine with him, not to w’air. 1 had a trifle ferved up for rne, which I fwal- 
lowed •with good appetite, but of which 1 Ihould have partaken with more zefl in any 
cfher fituation; the reafon this: the alquazil chanced to be the jailor of the royal 
prifon, fo that 1 aclually took my meal between two wickets, lurrounded by guards, ia 
a place whofe only decorations were bundles of keys, locks and chains ; a place where 
I ijeard inceffant moans and lamentations; and where all the time l flayed, I was witnefe 
to the tears of a multitude of poor Indians, who had flocked hither to comfort a father 
or a friend. 

As foon as the horfes arrived, I made all hafte to the cufloms houfe to load my effe&s. 
The director reproached me, yet kindly, for not dining Virh him, and repeated his 
urgent entreaties, that 1 would call on his fick friend : he is, added he, on your road 
at four leagues from here ; and his name Don Joachim Armoral de Caftilla: Great 
God ! exclaimed 1, fUat turn out of my way .for the fake of a man who treated me 

with 
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with fuch indignity ? Heaven forbid! Upon this I recounted the humiliating refufal 
of this gentleman to fee me, and the reft of my adventure at his houfe. I however 
added, that, out of refpeQ. individually to the dire&or himfelf, I would yet confent to 
prefcribe for his complaint at Tecuacan, and wait for him there, provided the director 
would fend for him: but, as for ever fetting foot again on his threihold, it was that 
to which I never could confent. The dire&or was confounded" and mollified, and 
nfade me a hundred excufes for the lick man, concluding with abandoning his caufe 
altogether; and perfifting from further perfuafion. Thus had I my turn} and without 
being a&ually a phyfician myfelf, phyfic was revenged for the flight it had received in 
my perfon. At length 1 departed, efcorted by the guards belonging to the tobacco farm, 
as far as the fuburbs, either to do me honour, or, which is moft likely, to be fure I took 
the road to Vera Cruz. 

f now was happy as if I had efcaped from the galleys, and breathed with freedom; 
but I alfo made fuch ufe of mv liberty, that I was foon at a diftance, fpite of the 
extreme heat of the day, reaching Chapulco by four in the afternoon. The great 
heat and extreme thirft induced me again to drink of the water from the river Tecu¬ 
acan, and my draught was followed by the fame effed which I had experienced before. 
I enjoyed this day a fight perfe&ly new to me, and exceedingly Angular; it was a 
mountain of fnow, fituate within the Torrid Zone. Oriffava, on my palling it this 
time,.was perfe&ly free from clouds, and 1 had an unmolefted view of its mighty 
ttiafs, though from a diftance of ten leagues.' Its form feen from this fpot is that of 
a fugar-Ioaf, and appears but a "quarter of a league from Chapulco. It is inconceivable, 
notwithftanding the extreme warmth of the atmofphere wheve I was, what pleafure I 
received from the fight of this frozen mountain ; it feemed even to cool and revive 
me: my very mouth, as is faid, watered at feeing it,'and I felt almoft perfuaded I 
could have fwallowed the whole, if it were but within my grafp. 

I prefented myfelf immediately before the alcalde, whofe houfe, according to cuftom, 
fronted the prifon. He caufed his people to go in fearch of horfes for me, and, as 
none were readily to be found, he was on the point of ordering men for tranfport 
of my luggage. Eight Indians, each laden with about two hundred weight, would 
have been equal to the talk, and have carried it for the fame price paid for beafts of 
burthen. The idea appeared to me (hocking; I intreated the alcalde therefore to have 
patience; I would in fad rather have halted a week than be witnefs of fo fad, fo 
h umiliating a fpe&acle, in my efteem, for any human being. At length affes 
were obtained for carrying my boxes, and for myfelf a horfe, I paid as *tuftomary, 
before hand, and ordered all to be in readinefs to fet off next morning by three. 

After thefe precautions, I took a vAlk in the village, where I enjoyed a coolnefs as 
pleafant as if in Europe. I entered the grounds of a worthy Indian: the garden way 
full of pear trees, and from thefe I gathered and ate about a dozen pears, final ler 
than and not equally good with the roujfelet. In another garden I faw a fpecies of 
cherries called cappufine , the (tones of which I preferved: in a third, I was (hewp 
filk worms; and the good folks were aftoniihed to find that thefe infefts were known 
to me. After my walk, I returned to my inn, where I fupped off a meagre fowl; and 
opening all my trunks to give air to the cochineals, I laid down to reft; but on what 
do you imagine ? A hundred times (hall the reader guefs, and yet be wide of the 
truth ; it was on the old gate of a prifon. Thefe gates are made in the fame manner as 
the gratings to-the hold of a (hip: and fuch a gate or grating was the only bedftead 
the cafaMreatt could boaft. I might here be (aid with reafon to be fluttering about the 

<6 flame, 
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flame. and was full of caufelefs apprehenfion left I Ihould burn iny wings j the thought 
reminded me of the verfe of Marini. w 

Com la vaga, farfall* al chiaro turn. 

Still, after chafing from their ufurped territory the gloomy*thoughts which haunted my 
brain, and committing iqyfelf to Providence, I funk into a (lumber, and, bad as my bed, 
enjoyed refreihing reft. » 

I was wakened at the hour I appointed in the morning by the feverity oft the cold. 

T determined on walking for a time to keep myfelf warm, but as day-light appeared, 

1 beftrode my Rofinante to reft my legs. Oh, what a number of rare and curious 
plants did 1 again behold! Sed ornnes illattrymabilcs'urgenttir Ibnga node. At the fummit 
of the mountain I met with the three litters of a Spaniard of forae rank. The two 
firft were occupied by women and children, the third byhimfelf alone: notwithftand- 
ing the extreme acclivity of the mountain, he had afeended it in this manner from the 
fide whence he came. 

This morning the mountain Oriflava, being again enveloped in clouds, was not * 
vifible, 

I arrived at Aquulfmgo at noon, and left it an hour afterwards, but at a flow rate. 

I was felicitous of not reaching Oriflava before night, not only that 1 might efcape 
fearch, but to avoid being confulted on their maladies by the guards; however, what is 
predpftined inuft have its courfe. 

I reached the town as I intended at night: the guard-houfe on the right was (hut up, 
and I hoped to pafs without any mifchance: but there was another on the left which 
1 had not remarked. My Wfe was flopped by the bridle; a new alarm, though now 
not fe lively as that 1 had experienced at.Tecuacan. I had become better accuftomcd 
to fuch events; I halted, and began with my cuftomary peroration : Gentlemen, I am 
a botanift, I have nothing but herbs, nothing which is contraband. I was now inter¬ 
rupted by the chief of the guard, who clafped me in his arms, and exclaimed, Ah, Senor! 
and is it indeed you! you have long been gone, where do you come from ? Angel 
lure from heaven ] you it was who fnatched from the hands of death the chief of the 
other guard-houfe, for God’s lake deign to vifit my poor wife. It will readily be con¬ 
jectured from this accoft, that my boxes would need no fearching, but in turn I mull: 
necefiarily vifit the fick perfon. She was a young woman, reduced by that dreadful 
diforder which has been faid to derive its origin from America, to the very Iaft 
extremity : this I did not conceal from her hufband and parents, at the lame time 
declaring what th« malady was} for it is fo common in this country, that the mention 
•of it’ neycr gives ofience. I ordered feme palliatives, and promifed to return j after 
re^foniug in a maimer which enchanted all who were prefent, I was led back to my 
horfe, paffing, no doubt, for a moft extraordinary perfonage. My vanity was not excited 
by this, for grief alone had pofieffion of my faculties, as I reflected on the dreadful 
effects of this formidable malady. * 

The next day I thought only of my departure, but being detained, owing to the 
negligence of the alguazil, I had occafion to pafs by a (hop where I faw feme very 
handfome Afiatic tygers’ Ikins; I purchafed four for houfings for horfes, which I 
meant to fend to my father, and two fmall Ikins of tyger tats, fit for making muffs 
for women, which I intended for my filter; but being injured by mites, I was obliged 
to fell both the one and the other, and was thus deprived of the pleafure of prefenting* 
to my dear parents thefe,intended tributes of my gratitude and affection. I fold ■• them 
von. xui. 5 1 * at 
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pit the rate of a, piafter a*piece at Port au Prince} and One with another they coft me 
four reals. 

From Oriflava I proceeded to Villa de Cordova, which I reached by noon, after 
having had my trunks examined at the gate, but in a carelefs manner. I made a very 
indifferent dinner in a very indifferent inn; but I faw there a Angular painting: it 
reprefented a Spanifh youth at dinner at that inn, and behimVhim a y;.ung‘negro, who, 
with a loaded piftol, was amufing himfelf in (hooting at a painting of Chrill fufpended 
from the wall: but wonderful to behold! from the wound, fo gneat a quantity of 
blood ifl’ued, as to fill a large tub. The whole of this happened in this very inn, at 
lcaft, if reliance could be placed on Jhe atTeverations of my hoftefs, who affirmed it with 
the moll fotemn oaths.' I did not take the trouble to contradid her, but coolly 
enquired what (he had done with fuch a large quantity of blood ? This (he could not 
aufwer. e 

I left her for thppurpofc ofhiring horfes, and was able to obtain them upon no other 
condition than the promile of a pjaftre to the alguazil of the diftrid: it was then fo 
late that I could not arrive at San Sever© before the cfofe of day.' At this plate I 
alighted at thegrours, where I had lodged before on coming; my firft care was to urge 
him to procure horfes for me, as owing to the darknefs of the night, I could have no 
chance myfelf of fuccefs, efpecially ccnfidering the numerous windings of the pueblo, 
the .houfes of which are as it were buried in thickets. I promifed mine hod, if he 
would procure me them, a couple of dollars; 1 .but the idle fcoundrcl would not budge an 
inch, though to earn before he retired to reft more money perhaps than he had gained 
in the whole preceding week. «. 

Nothing could exceed the ignorance, the folly, and the pride of this fellow and his 
brothers. They laughed out like idiots at feeing me bring ba<_k nothing but plants, and 
at the fancy that for matters of fuch little value I (hould have daily expofed myfelf to 
the rifk of perilhing of hunger and fatigue. 

I was in confequence obliged to go myfelf to the alcalde, groping my way through 
the buflies. The alcalde was a negro whom I found in a fick (late; I entreated his 
wife to intereft herfelf in my behalf, and gave her fix reals, with promife of an 
additional remuneration in cafe of fuccefs; but whether owing to pride or idlenefs, when 
feme hours after 1 returned, the alcalde informed me there were no horfes to be had. I 
was in a violent rage, and fufpeQed ftrongly that the idle fellow had not even given 
himfelf the trouble to enquire: in order to convince myfelf therefore, I defired the 
woman to return me the fix reals I had given her, with which without 5ny hefitation 
(he complied. This conduct I regarded as (hewing much good faith and delicacy. 
Good faith, inafmuch as it would not have been difficult for her to have maintained that 
(he had really endeavoured to get horfes; and delicacy, feeing (he might think (he 
had no right to keep a fum of money which had been given her for a purpofe (he had 
not effefted. 

At length I was obliged to return to my lame negro * : he confentcd readily to take 
me to La Punta, but ! wifhed to go as far as Calabaca: he fwore he would take me no 
farther than La Punta; and for my part, I fwdre to myfelf in filence that, if I could 
not find horfes at that place, I would make him go on to Calabaca. 

We did not depart till day-break. The whole road in the gorge we traverfed from 
Oriffava to this place is marked by a cut, a hundred and fifty fathoms broad,, anciently 
interfered by fmall forts, redoubts, and other ftrong buildings, the veftiges of which, 

* Thia relates to fame antecedent paflage in the narrative, which ia loft. 

in 
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inmafonry, are ftill to be feen. This is one entrance into Mexico, which formerly 
• was more frequented than is now the road which leads from Vera Cruz to JalappSw 
At the fquare where, near thefe ancient redoubts, the guard-houfes for tobacco are 
conftru&ed, I was again vifited three times in the courfg of the morning, and was 
unmercifully obliged to open all my cafes ; but 1 have no caufe of complaint; for to 
this rigorou$.condu& it is, that I was indebted for the prefemtion of the’major part 
of ipy cochineals. ' • 

On this occafion it was that I perceived a fpecies of moth, which having made itfelf 
a kind of neft of their cottony down, committed a dreadful ravage among my infe&s. 

I was Ihocked at the lofs I had fuftained, and halted to cleanfe my nopals from thefe 
murderers, an operation which coft me upwards of an hour. 

While thus occupied, one of the officers of the guard, who recognized the cochineal, 
advanced in a familiar manner, obferving I muft certainly* be fond of travelling, fince 
I could choofe to go fo far to obiain what might be had at Vera Cruz. 1 observed to 
him that the fpecies was not the fame, and that this alone was the only one proper to 
ufe in unguents for the gout. On his part, he infilled on the contrary, and affumed 
that with this matter he was much better acquainted than me: I on my part, was 
obllinate. and maintained my opinion as long as I thought neceffary to encourage his 
mifconception as to my real objetts, and at laft I gave up to him, promifing to follow 
his advice; there was, no doubt, abundant field for laughter in the folly and iiqpu- 
dencf of this ignorant chap; but I had fpecial reafon for keeping my countenance, and 
merely ftored on the occafion this obfervation: that ignorance, filly pride, and felf- 
conceit, are conftant companions. 

I arrived at La Punta about ten o’clock. The Spaniards and Indians, all in their 
holiday cfoaths, were flocking hither fi^rn every part of the country. It happened 
to be the feftival of the Holy Sacrament; the moft folemn of all in Spain. They 
were about to begin the proceffion in the fquare planted with plumeria , a fpecies of 
jeffamine, with flowers of a yellow, red, white, nay of alraoft all ihades of colours. 

I repaired thither, and found there had been a gallery of verdure conftrudted by means 
of the leaves of plantains, through which the proceffion advanced. I made one in it, 
and afterwards went to breakfaft with my former hoftefs. 

At her houfe I found an Indian alcalde, whom I recognized by his black ftaff, the 
diftinguilhing mark of his office. I begged of hinj to obtain horfes for me, but not* 
withftanding the moft diligent fearch, there were none to be had. Why, faid he, do 
not the fame horfes take you forward to Calabaca ? Why did not the alcalde of San 
Severo, give fuch orders to the negro who brought you hither I had no time to 
anfv/er ;.a fcore of Indian voices remarked, oh 'e fu*nacion: Their infinuation was, that 
the alcalde himfelf being a negro, favoured thole of his,own country. After this, I 
was enabled to obtain a hearing. I reprefented that though I had offered fix reals 
to the alcalde of San Severo, as an inducement for him to procure horfes for me as far 
as Calabaca, neither my money nor my entreaties were of any avails At thefe words 
my Indian knits his brow, fends for the topith, and commands him to carry me forward 
to Calabaca. The people applaud this determination, delighted at,feeing a negro 
punilhed. The black however does not fo foon acknowledge defeat; he afferts .that 
the alcalde has no jurifdi£tion over any but the inhabitants of his own diftrift, and 
that, for his part, belonging to another, he was by no means under his contrpul. The 
countenance of the alcalde at this,afforded an admirable fight} his Looks denoted, 
paffion, and could his eyes have darted lightning, they would have ftruck the negro 

* 5 p a to 
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t the earth. Come with me Senor, faid he, taking me by the hand, we {hall let 
is fcoundrel fee (this picaro ) whether or no my orders go for ought, while he is in 
my jurifdiCtion. He then led me to the houfe of the lieutenant of the alcalde-mayor, 
whither he ordered the nqgro to follow, and was accompanied by all the crowd. 
While the alcalde was making his report, I drew .the reCtor afide, and after making 
him my friend, by propofing to him to give nie change for fdme gold, *of which he 
appeared to me very covetous, I entreated him to intereft himfelf in the matter: this 
he promifed me, and drawing the lieutenant on one fide, he pointed out to him, with 
much energy, that the ordonnances of the King of Spain are precife, in directing 
officers to render affiftance and ferv^ce to all travellers, and that there are no injunctions 
which ought to be mare 'rigidly enforced. This reraonftrance had the defired effeCt; 
the lieutenant enquired how many horfes I wanted, whither I was going, and what I 
offered? I faw the bent of thefe very judicious queftions, and that my anfwer would 
fliortly ocCafion a decifion. I therefore ftated, that I wanted five horfes for Calabaca, 
feven leagues diftant, and that I was willing to pay nine piafters. My offer appeared 
■ fo handfome, that it excited a general burft of admiration. The audience raifed their 
hands to heaven, looked at each other, and finifhed by murmuring at the obftinacy of 
the negro, who ftill made objection to going farther. The alcalde, however, threat¬ 
ening to call him into prifon, and caufe me to be forwarded by another topith, he at 
length agreed, and withdrew, purfued by the hootings and hiffes of the Indians. 
This, however, was not all; the lieutenant caufed him to be brought back, and rc- 
quefted me, in his prefence, if any injury or ill conduCt was fhewn towards me on the 
road, to advife him of it immediately. The recommendation was applauded, and 
drew forth frefh hootings of theinfolent topith. This feene convinced me of the truth 

of what I had read in the work of the Abbe Raynal, refpeding the jealoufy and 

animofity fubfifting between the Indians and negroes in this country. 

I departed from La Punta at two in the afternoon, and had to travel feven tedious 
leagues by a very bad road. The unfortunate negro, defxrous of lhortening the way, 
lengthened our journey ftill one league more, for after reaching a ford, in a river 

which empties itfelf into the Rio de la Punta, he found it impaflable, and we were 

confequently obliged to return. Above the junction of the two rivers, I again noticed 
the frightful paffage over the wretched bridge, and the tremendous foffe in the rock 
through which this deep and rapid, river glides, foaming in many a curve. After 
eroding this bridge, we proceeded at full gallop over the favannahs of the plain ou 
which we entered. 1 had feme words with the negro; but as I affumed a Commanding 
tone, he was foon calm, and in fpite of all the torrent beds (arroyas), we reached 
Monte Calabaca by eight o’clock in the evening. 

1 loft a milled quadruple from my purfe on this ftage; it had, no doubt, got out 
of my purfe into the walftcoat pocket, and thence through fome opening had fallen on 
the plain of fand we had now entered upon. I Regretted it, as it was loft to every 
body. Alas ! faid *1 to myfelf, were it not far better I had given it to the beautiful 
Indian of Oriflava, or rather, to the kind and worthy family I had feen at Aquulfingo. 
ta At the village of Calabaca I again beheld my old fox of a hoft, much aftoniflied at 
not ?g me, whom he had obferved going on foot, return on horfeback, and with fuch 
We I afked for horfes, 'which at firft he told me it was impo/fible to procure, that 
Oriflava re none, that none were at hand. He ufed many other contradictory and 
interfeCteicxoufes for not fupplying me. The end of all this I faw plainly was only 
1 at length I obtained what I wanted j though for fix horfes to Vera fyux, 
* Thu 5 a diftance 

\ 
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* diftance o£ eighteen leagues, he exa&ed no lefs than twenty dollars. The horfa 

indeed were excellent. * ■ 

Before I left the place I call a glance about me. The whole landfcape was changed 
in the interval of a fortnight. The raids that had fallen, in lieu of barrennefs and per* 
fe£t nudity, had occafioned the difplay of the moil charming and lively verdure. The 
whole green carpet befijre me, and every ihrub, were enamelled with flowers, while 
innumerable birds gave, by their pleafing notes, a charming animation to nature. * I 
here purchafed a neft of fix beautiful green parroquets, with blue wings,* no larger 
than fparrows. I brought them in fafety to Vera Cruz, in a calabalh fufpended 
from my faddle, but they perifiied at fea. 

We travelled the firft ftage at a briik rate, and reached the; miferable rancho of the 
old and ugly negrefs, at which I had halted on leaving Vera Cruz. Fatigued, bar¬ 
relled, and half-dying with hunger, I entreated of her four eggs that I faw; but»fhe 
would fpare me only two. She had brandy, but no wine, lb that I made m’yfelf a kind 
of lemonade. This was all I could get for my forry dinner.. 

As an additional vexation, 1 was fubjedted to a thoufand ridiculous queflions from* 
this talkative and impertinent woman, and to raillery fuch as were admifiible only from 
an equal. I was nearly out of patience with her, but rightly reckoned that contempt 
was the only return due from me to fuch a creature. 

1 took much pains, in courfe of my long excurfion, in examining the character of 
the Africans and Americans, and marked diftindlions highly favourable to the latter, 
notwithftanding their nearly fimilar condition in life under the dominion of Spain. 

The African conftantly appeared to me to be proud, paflionate, vindidHve, and 
effeminate, bafe, and intolerably idle. The Mexican, on the contrary, is phlegmatic, 
mild, ahd fubmiffive, faithful and laborious. His humility is in no refped allied to 
meannds. The negro is humble from fear alone, the Indian from refledtion, and 
oftentimes from attachment, for he is truly as partial to Spaniards as abhorrent of. 
negroes. With the former he frequently intermarries, but never with the latter. 
The negroes are fpies over the condutt of the Indians, and in their charges are almofl: 
always calumniators, either with a wifli of flattering their mafters, or from jealoufy of 
their fellow-fervants: fimilar to thofe dogs which guard the weak and timid flock, 
they avenge theinfelves for the fuflerings they endure from their mafler on thofe fub- 
jedt to their vengeance, and frequently tear them to pieces. 

The Americans have that natural benignity of "foul which makes them prepoffefling in 
their manners, and hofpitable to every one. I met on my way with a thoufand Indians: 
their falutc was made when yet at a diftance: their gratulation always uttered un¬ 
affectedly, at the very inftant of our meeting ; and how thankful ought I not to bq for 
the conftantly kind reception I experienced from them. For the negroes, fcarcely 
would they deign to bow on my pafling; and at the laft place that I halted at, and 
elfewhere, how did 1 prove their want of complaifance to travellers. The firft in fol¬ 
lowing their employments, ftray ten and even fifteen leagues from their hamlets, and 
Carry enormous loads j but never did 1 meet a fingle negro on foot, or carrying the 
lighted burthen. 

The dream of certain authors that the liberty of America will be the inftitution of a 
negro, is furdy chimerical. Liberty is indeed a bleffing, by whatever hand beftowed ; 
but, that an African, a voluntary Have, a man of the molt depraved nature, the fcolF 
even of his equals, and thrown like the foam of the fea on the fhores»of America*— 
that fuch a vile, wicked, and cowardly people, fhould appreciate juftly the, value of 

• liberty. 
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liberty, and fo far lofe their known illiberally as to fhare its benefits with their 
mailers, is what' cannot be expe&ed. No; Ihould a revolution happen, I can for 
more readily believe it will proceed from a people, mild indeed, but endowed with 
fenfe; a people who Hill occupy the foil on which their anceftors lived free, 
who ftill hold this tradition, land whofe temper, foured at laft by the indignities to 
which they are fubjeft, may break their yoke,in pieces, and difdain their forced 
fu^jeftion. The negro by no means poffeffes that energy of*mind, nor tftat love for 
his country, which are the origin of great enterprizes; his heart, effentially corrupt, 
and daftardized by intereft and debauchery, is incapable of fublime feeling, as his foul 
of grand conceptions. True bravery exifts only in the worthy foul; and who can 
boaft a more noble foul, ope confequently fufceptible of real courage, than the inha¬ 
bitant of America; fo little yet removed from the priftine ftate of nature ? Let then 
the Indian unfold the banners,of freedom. This profpett moft delights me. This is 
my’view of‘futurity. 

After thefe reflections, fuggefied to me by circumftances, I reverted to thofe which 
more immediately affefied myfelf. 1 had ample room for congratulating inyfelf at 
having reached the laft day of a journey fo interefting, and at feeing it thus crowned 
with the moft complete fuccefs, defpite of two viceroys, fix governors, thirty alcaldes, 
and twelve hundred cuftoms-guards; ftill, in midlt of my felf-gratulation, two 
gnawing worms interrupted the perfeftnefs of my happinefs, and conftantly tormented 
me; In the firft place, I was not yet clear of the perquifitions of the governor of 
Vera Cruz,' and I dreaded his reproaches, if‘he Ihould come to the knowledge that, 
in fpite of his orders, I had exceeded the limits of the jurifdi&ion of the city he 
governed. I was prccifely in the condition of the truant, who fneaks into his father’s 
houfe after a holiday he has been making, while his parents thought him at fchool. 

On the other hand, whatever reliance I placed on Spanifh dilatorinefs, I trembled left 
I ftiould net arrive before the departure of the two Ihips deftined for the Havannah, in 
the forward part of June, and by which I reckoned upon returning. That 1 might fo 
* do, had been the motive for my haftening my departure from Guaxaca, and making 
fuch fpeed on my way ; and on this head I had verily no occafion to reproach myfelf, 
for I had ufed the utmoft diligence. 

By lour in the evening we arrived at Rio de Jamapa. Though this river was greatly 
fwollen, wc were allured it was paflable. The Indian, my guide, went before ; in a 
little time the water was up to our faddle-bows. Moft luckily, I had conftantly had 
my boxes packed very high, but for which all my treafures had bean loft; for us 
ourfelvcs the rilk we Tan was imminent. This was no longer the broad ariS tranquil 
ftream but three feet deep which I had pafied before in a boat, but' a rapid river, 
whofe impetuous current bore every thing before it, and which was more tharf fix 
hundred yards over; befides thd oblique line which its rapidity forced us to take, we 
were moreover obliged to make an angle, in order to ford it, and reach the proper 
place of landing. I found all my exertion requifitc in keeping myfelf Heady on my 
horfe, which trembled with dread beneath me, and all my courage not to be intiini-, 
dated at the fight of our danger, 1 found it utterly impoffible to look at the fcurrent 
without being dizzy, fo much fo, indeed, as atmoft to lofe my feat. Our horfes, 
feeling their way at every, ftep,, were twenty minutes in relieving us from the frightful 
fears we endured throughout this dangerous paifage. It was certainly the moft perilous 
fituation I ever was placed in in my life, and were a million offered, I would not have 
vetf.ured to rettfm to the other fide. On landing, I was pale and hunt, and needed a 
‘ draught. 
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draught of brandy to bring me to myfblf. Three hundred paces frotn*where we landed 
we faw a cabin at which we fliould have made. the fhore but for the depth and ex¬ 
treme rapidity of the flood. • 

Night overtook us at two leagues from Vera Cruz. It was unfortunate for us not to 
be able to reach that city, but to attempt it would be running the rifle of lofmg our- 
felves in a'country whert; the tracks made in the fand one day are effaced by the win^s 
on the next; moreover, our horfes werejjxceeingiy tired; and after all we fljouldhave 
found the gates of the city fhut. 

We were therefore forced to flop, and halted for the night by the fide of a caravan, 
confifting of three hundred mules. I had before met with fynilar caravans; and atfirfl 
conceived, as may be gathered from my narrative, a very high Opinion of the population 
and commerce of the country; but I have fince, on weighing thefe circunifiances more 
maturely, been convinced of the contrary, and that, compared with the conftimption and 
commerce of the whole of Mexico, the number of mules is far from*great. During my 
ftfay at Vera Cruz, I faw more than ten thoufand mules loaded there; but then, 
it mu ft be confidered that the exportation and import of a country four times as large, 
though not a twentieth part fo populous as France, is all carried on at this one port: 
that thefe animals convey the produce of the whole of the north of Mexico, Vera Cruz, 
Guaxaca, and Guatimaia, a gorge between the mountains of more than five hundred 
leagues in length; and that the returns brought by them are either of great bulk, or 
very heavy, for example, wine, oil, iro’n, &c.; nor is this all, though the common 
load of the Mexican mules is from five to fix hundred weight, it is not the lefs true that 
thirty, or even forty of them, on account of the neceflity of relays for fhifting the loads, 
fcarcely*carry as much as one of our broad-wheel waggons, luch as are ufed between 
Nantz and Strafburg, and which carry twelve thoufand weight; after this computa¬ 
tion, fix of fuch waggons in reality effect as much as two hundred mules, though they 
make a far lefs conl'picuous appearance: to thefe confiderations, let there be added 
that thefe numerous caravans are only feen every other year when the galeons are off 
thecoaft, and then we lhall be enabled to appreciate at their juft value this pompous 
and impofing display of mules and muleteers. 

Wc hoped to meet with fome fupply of food from thefe muleteers, for we were 
utterly deftitute of provifion, having reckoned for certain on reaching Vera Cruz. I 
therefore entreated them to fell me fome of their thin cakes of maize, but this they 
flatly refilled ; however, a few moments after, they brought me a dilh of beans, and 
fome maiz?, prepared in a manner I had never feen before : they take the fineft part of 
the flour of this grain, after fifting it, which is formed into a puff pafte, and they after¬ 
ward? bake it in the fame manner as bifeuit. They thus make chippings of white 
bread, which are eaten in pieces, and are really both Very good and wholefome, but 
require long niaftication, as they are very dry and hard. The prefentof the muleteers 
I fhared with my topith. 

. I opened all my cafes, in the fame manner I had done the day before, to give air to 
my cochineals. After this I was anxious for reft; but in vain did the cool of night 
combine with fatigue to clofe my eyelids, a cloud of gnats hovering conftantly about 
prevented the gentle influence of the poppies of Morpheus. How vexatious, how 
tormentingly vexatious the ftruggle between exhaufted nature and the continual buz 
of myriads of winged adders, now alarmed with their hum, and as often with a fling : 
a fling, the pain of which, of long duration, and fevere, ceafes only t6 be fucceed'ed 
by a terrible itching, which nothing alleviates, and which is only the more cftcreafed 
by fcratching, till bathed in blood; fcratches, indeed, are often followed by danger- 

s ous 
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ous ulcers. Ever fummoned and ftill ever driven away, my dlfturbed *flumbers were 
to me a real torture, and at the clofe of night, I found myfelf ftill more weary titan if 
I had pafted a whole week in the moft exhaufying labour. 

At length I faw on the horizon the brilliant ftar of the ftiip Argos, and concluding 
thence it wag two o'clock, we departed. 

We arrived at Vera Cruz, at the gate of Oriflava, before day-break. * I was in a 
condition fo*little fit to be fcen, that I thought it belt to go and change my drefs be¬ 
fore I entered the city. Leaving, therefore, the Indian to take care of my trunks, I 
fcaled the walls, entered my lodgings, where I found every thing as I had left it; drefled 
myfelf in a decent manner, and repaired to the gate of Oriflava, which was then open¬ 
ing. I was little furpriied and fomewhat terrified at not finding there my horfes ; 
but I learnt that, there being no officers at that gate, they had been taken to that of 
Mfcxico. ,1 ran through the town thither, and reached it at the inftant of their making 
their approach. TJhe guards wiffied to fend me to the cuftoms houfe, which did not 
open before eight o’clock: I inftantly felt all the inconvenience consequent on tra- 
* verfing the city, and expofing my prize to the looks of every one, and fhuddered at 
the thought: I therefore faw no better expedient of difembarrafling myfelf than 
tickling the natural vanity of the Spaniards. What, faid I to the chief clerk, do you 
then fo foon forget the French phyfician ? and is it poffible you could wilh to make 
him kick his heels in attendance like a footman, for the fpace of four hours ? Befides, 
are you fuch novices ? Cannot you yourfelves make the requifite examination ? You 
cannot be fuch geefe but know your bufinefs, and how to aft without advice. Do but 
look, what I bring is nothing but herbs, nothing but botanical collections; and as I 
fpoke, I opened my boxes. They were not difpofed to take the trouble of examining 
more than two, and the only things to which .my good* folks took exception were the 
fticks which fupported my nopals: they fancied tnefe muft needs be fome precious 
wood, and enquired its name of me. 1 found it no difficult matter to invent one, and 
I obtained my difmiflion. Vay ttjled con Dios , Pafs in God’s name, was all they faid. 
I did not require twice bidding, but foon reached my own home. 

There was nobody yet up in the houfe, not a foul ftirring in the ftreet, and every 
thing was placed fecure in my apartment without & fingle perfon obferving me. 

I had now attained my wilhes, and my fatisfa&ion was extreme; my expedition was 
complete, and in the fliort fpace of twenty days, the half of one of which had been 
ufelefsly Spent. 1 had alfo flopped two days at Guaxaca ; fo that I had travelled in 
fixteen days I had journeyed two hundred and forty leagues, of which forty on foot, 
,over roads fo bad as often to be almoft impaflkble, under a burning fuh, in a wretch„ed 
country, without refources, and among people of whofe language 1 was ignorant*; in a 
country, in fhort, where I was deftitute of a protector, -or any connexions, and where 
every public officer from his ftation ought to be inimical to me; to have effected, 
under fuch circumftauces, fo long and tirefome a journey, without illnefs, and without 
accident, was a matter fo extraordinary, fo lucky, that I Scarcely was .able to perfua^e 
myfelf of its reality. 

In order to fecure my felicity, and more fully enjoy my thoughts, I refolved on {hut¬ 
ting myfelf up, and not going out the whole of the day. 

After breakfaft 1 fent out for fome mould, in which to-plant my nopals, which I had 
taken out of the cafes, and expofed to the air. 1 found they had fuflained fome -trivial 
injury from rubbing, but this was inconfequential; and all confidered, I had no room 
to complain. 1 put the nopals into my bed-room, the moft retired of my apartments ; 
as for the vanilla and other plants, they were oftentatioufly expofed in the hall, in 
* order 
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order to attraft the attention of thofe individuals, from whom I muff neceflarily re¬ 
ceive vifits. 

However great my fatisfa&ion (and when is it ever perfe£t ?) I could not difguife from 
myfelf the reverfe of the picture; My return by fea to St.,Domingo was adventurou s, 
but my chief embarrafiinent was bow to. gei my treafure on board at Vera Cruz, in 
confpcftu omnium , in the face of all Ifrael; and then the fecond gauntlet f had to run 
at the Havannah, where I prefumed I fliould have to touch; for to hov? manv acci¬ 
dents and inconveniences muft I not be fubjedt, if in the crowd of inquifiuve fpc datura I 
muft encounter, there Ihould happen to be but one of them malevolent ? 

I was moreover anxioufly difquieted about the means of fixing my plants on board 
Ihip in fuch manner that they might be leaft liable to harm*; however, , ufter fo -.vuiig 
one general plan, I afterwards made a point to difmifs the care of particulars till time 
Ihould require their adoption. ’ , * 

Following this rule, the firft thing which claimed attention was my pafiage. Before 
my departure, 1 had been prefented to the Marquis of Hariffon, then two months at Vera 
Cruz, who had arrived with a cargo of wines, and who, on going to the Havannah, * 
was anxious to have a Frenchman for his companion: he had accepted of me, and we 
had agreed to treat for my pafiage in three weeks from the time of our converfation. 

I arrived in good time therefore, and propofed vifiting him that very evening, for the 
purpofe of learning what day he meant to fail: at dufk therefore I went out, calling 
firft on my friends the engineers, who 1 knew would not be at home, in order to gather 
from the fervants how the land laid. Thefe good folks were delighted to fee me; and 
by their attentions, 1 reafqpably judged that no change ha^ taken place in their matters 
with refpeft to me. They informed me, that I was ftill conje&ured to be at La Mede- 
lina, employed in botanizing and enjoying the baths. I next vifited the general of the 
fleet, under like certainty of not meeting with him; my furprize, on this occafion, was 
of the moft pleating kind, when I was informed by his major-domo, that Don Antonio 
Uloa was at Mexico. This incident was the more favourable, owing to the conftant 
vifits I received from this inquifitive gentleman, who would have examined every thing, 
and infallibly have difeovered what I wifhed to conceal. 1 hare had confirmation of 
my being fuppofed at La Medelina. It was indeed known that I had brought back 
cafes with me full of plants; but if nothing further was fufpe&ed, of what concern 
to me was this ? 

I returned home to fupper, therefore, perfectly tranquillized. I had here my 
mattrefles, pillow, and white Iheets, which I found the more delightful from having 
long been ill-acduftomed to a good lodging and comfortable repofe. There is, in 
truth,-nothing like privations to teach one the real value of comfort. • 

The next morning, after a refrelhing night’s reft, I rofe, and was drelfing myfelf to 
call on Mr. Harifl'on, when Mr. Ferfen entered. So, fo, my little libertine, faid he 
to me, you have not been all this time at Medelina, of that I may fafely wager ? 
Cpnfefs now, faid he fmiling, that I am not wrong in my conjectures. I wifhed firft 
to learn if the governor had mentioned me, and was informed that, in anfwer to inter¬ 
rogations twice made at his table, he had been told that I was ftill at Medelina: upon 
hearing this, I made him partially acquainted with my journey, telling him that in my 
excurfions I had been infenfibly attracted by my curioTity as far as the volcano of 
Oriflava; he was all aftonifhment at my having been able to go fo far in the time, and 
foliciteda detail of my expedition. 1 found it no difficult matter, to vamp up-a 
ftory with little embelUfhments, ,and fuited to the fpots 1 had feen, but of which I 
placed the feene between Vera Cruz and Oriflava. 1 afterwards fhewed him, with an 

vox., xih. 5 Q , * *air 
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air of triumph, *11 my plants. , Why what the deuce will you do with alhthefe ? faid he 
jeeringly. 1 let him enjoy his laugh ; but I had my turn, for he, having entered my 
bed-room, faw my nopals there, and no more, for knowing nothing of the cochineal 
infeft, he paid them no attention ; I therefore laughed in my fleeve.. Confefs, however, 
added he, that you have had the fight of a moft beautiful country. Yes, retorted I, 
and alfo a molt wretched one. With this he agreed ; and on«my noticing with aftoniftv 
ihent the lcarcity of cultivation and inhabitants I had remarked, he enhanced my 
wonder exceedingly by informing me that from Panama, on the fouth-weft, to 
California ami Sonora, on the north-weft, and from Carthagena to the Miffiflipi, em¬ 
bracing a furface of two millions ofifquare leagues, the enumeration of the inhabitants 
does not e&bed a million, including not only all the Spaniards, but likewife Indians, 
mixed breeds, (inerts') and negroes. 

' M. de Ferfeii likewife informed me, that M. de MarifTon would not fail for a month 
to come, when he, left me, inviting rne to dine with him : I promifed him I would ; 
but in the interval 1 wiflied to find out a carpenter, to order different cafes for my 
plants, and concert with him on the be ft mode of conftructing them with fecurity to 
bear the rolling of the lhip. Having planned ali this, I ordered fixteen boxes of 
twenty inches long, ten broad, and fix deep, for each of which I was to give him two 
reals. I likewife wanted two large chefts to hold them, but for thefe he afked me 
ninety-five livres of the money of our iflands, for each. The grofsnefs of the fum 
difpleafed me, and I thought no farther on* the matter, till, in crofting the market, I 
faw in a carrier’s (hop, two forge trunks, which ferved him for locking up his goods 
at night; thefe I purchaftjtf for eight dollars a-piece, and I found them larger than 
thofe I had intended, made of good afh plank, well bound with iron, and \vith good 
locks. . 4 

One effential matter thus complete, I began to think of my departure. I went to 
my cook’s, and learnt there with inexpreflible delight, that I), was about to fail that 
very week for Guarico : (thus the Spaniards denominate Cape Francois). All that 
was wanting now was to agree with the captain ; but this was what gave me fome un- 
eafinefs, on account of the poflibility of fome inveteracy he might entertain againft 
me, upon the following occafion: at the hotel of Mexico, I had been a near neigh- 
Iwur of his, and he had oftentimes intruded upon me at thofe moments which were 
the only ones I could dedicate to ftudy ; but what even more'than this had made me 
averfe from him was his common practice of fpeaking on religion and politics, of de¬ 
claiming againft the fanaticifin of his countrymen, and extolling to the fkies Voltaire 
and other authors, who have the moft freely written qp thefe fubjddts. This at the 
firft only made me look on him as an eccentric character; but it afterwards originated 
a fufpicion of his being a fpy, who only meant to pump my fentiments : on this I cut 
him quite fliort, by obferving that it by no means fuited nis ftation to meddle with 
affairs which naturally pertained to the civil and eccicfiaftical powers, to whofe impe¬ 
rative decifions and'fuperior intelligence it were better he ftiould fubmit. 

I was fearful left when I needed him he might retain refentment at my haftinefs. 
I was at the time unacquainted with the circumftance of his being on intimate terms 
with the lady of the late intendant, and that file had infpired him with that good-will 
towards me which I had fo conftantly experienced in berfelf: of the good effeft of this 
I nad foon the moft ample proof. 

* On my very firft enquiry if‘he would take the as a paffenger on board his veffel, he 
anfwered, without the leaft hefitation, that he would with the greateft pleafure; and 
when, on my agreeing to accompany him, whatever courfe he might ileer, I enquired 
* 3 what 
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> "what I ihould pay him for my paflage ? Nothing, fir, was his reply. He afterwards 
* aikedme, if I was aware of his aftuai deftination ? and on my informing him of my, fuf- 
picion of its being to Cape Francois, he acknowledged it was, and on this head enjoined 
fecrecy; this I folemnly vowed, and agaih adverted to the price for my pafiage; but 
he would liften to nothing on this head, and leaving me, begged me to have every 
thing ready by the next \jTednefday. His liberal demeanor affedted me; ^et, ftill not 
having altogether difinified the prepofteffion again# him which had haunted* my mind* 
I feared left the circumftance of his giving me a free paflage might engage hin> to treat 
me, or what was more confequent with me, my plants, with lefs attention: in order 
therefore to come to a clearer underftanding, and conclude our agreement, I conduced 
him to the ice-houfe, where I propofed to treat him with cneaqis, but this he would 
not fuffer; in fhort, all I could obtain from him was that I ihould have Allowance to 
put on board fome refreihments; in confequence, I {hipped in his veffel fixty bottles 
of wine, fifty fowls, See. &c.; and as early as /JTuefday embarked all my effetts, my 
nopals only excepted. 

While this was palling, my fmall cafes were in hand : when completed, I found that 
eight of them readily entered, but exa£Uy filled each of my large chefts. I afterwards 
planted in each cafe four large plants of the nopal, covered with living cochineal, be« 
fides twenty leaves or articulations of nopal, juft taking root, which would form fo 
many plants, without reckoning fixteen large ones, part of which had begun to root^; in 
all nearly three hundred plants; with thefe I mingled a number of other plants of wild 
cactus, from Vera Crux ; upon which, on my return from Guaxaca, 1 had fees and 
recognized the fylvefter cochineal, without fuftering myfelf to be deceived, as I had 
been before by the caterpillar of the deftru&ive moth, which Don Uloa miftook for 
the cochineal infect itfelf. As for the plants of vanilla, 1 placed them, divided into 
pieces two or three feet long, in a dozen cafks and cafes, but fo intermingled with 
twenty other kinds of plants, that none but a botanift could have diftinguiihed the 
valuable ones from thofe which were not. I watered all my plants to complete fatu- 
ration, in order that they might want no water for fome time to come on board, and 
all being ready, I waited only the inftant for failing, the moments to which period were 
as tedious to me, and counted with as much impatience, as the intervening time which 
divides an expecting lover from the miftrefs on whom he doats. 

I fpent the interval of my flay in bidding adieu to all my acquaintance, but efpeciafiy 
Senora de Boutillos, who was returned from the country, for the celebration of the 
nuptials of her daughter and the general of the fleet. She, as well as her daughters, 
tendered their forvices in the raoft obliging manner, and even teftified regret at iny 
departure. In return, I wiihed them happinefs, and the profperity of their family } nor 
ever were wiihes more fincere. , 

Meffrs. Duparquet and M. Ferfen were not forgotten; 1 in like manner wiihed them 
every blefling of life. They pitied me much for having gathered fo little fruit from 
my expedition ; I thanked them for their commii'cration, but was*iot fo candid as to 
undeceive them. 


What was moil: irkfome to me was taking leave of the governor. I however pre- 
fented myfelf before him, for the purpofe of advifing him of my departure} intelli¬ 
gence which occafiemed him as much plealure as I pretended regret, on announcing 
it to hijn. He at the fame time enjoined me to acquaint him what hour I went on 
board, in order that he might be prefent at the entrance of the port, to ^ake a depofi- 
tion on the occafion, in company with his fccretary. This I promifed, but with fettled 
* 5 e 2 refolution 
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refolution to the contrary, fo abfurd did fuch forms appear to me, andfo humiliating 
for myfeif! At bottom, however, it was -a fubjed For laughter; his prefence un¬ 
doubtedly was for thepurpofe of afeertainingthat I bore off nothing with'me, and 
already were all my effe£ls,on board. 

I was folidtous of bearing away with me the letter of the viceroy of Mexico *. This 
was a curious piece, and had 1 obtained it, I fhould have fufpended it from my nopals 
is a trophy. The governor had indeed promifed to give it me; but, leaving him time 
for refleftion, he perhaps confidered that it would not much redound to the honour of 
his fuperior, and in confequence flatly refufed it; on my laft audience, I infilled upon 
it. You are very bold, faid he angrily } but did you offer me a hundred thoufand 
crowns, you*fhould not Have it. His pretended anger had no effeft on me; I told him 
therefore, that it was requifite for me that I ihould polfefs the means of fatisfying my 
patron thpt I had not been !tt liberty to follow up my botanical refearches in the king¬ 
dom of Mexico Hill however he remained obflinate; he even went fo far as to add 
that he would not give me the letter, though my patron were the King of France hini- 
felf! The King of France, faid I, in a modeft manner but Hill with firmnefs, is as 
much the prote&or of his meaneft fubje&s as the King of Spain can poffibly be of 
his, however elevated. When a criminal is baniflied, he receives the minutes of his 
trial; and lhall I, who am free from crime, be treated lefs favourably ? My boldnefs 
pleajfed him; he did not indeed give up the objed itfelf which I folicited, but he be¬ 
came calmer, and confented to notice in my paffport the order of the viceroy. * 

He moreover withheld from me the paffport for Vera Cruz, given me by the Marquis 
de la Tour, at the Havannah; and 1 even fufpe&ed that thjs was done for the purpofe 
of making it the bafe of a charge againft that excellent man, which occasioned me 
great uneafinefs. . * 

As for the letter of the viceroy, I, in good truth, cared little about it; at the fame 
time it gave me pleafure to have the governor fancy, as well as the reft, that 1 left 
the country much vexed at not having penetrated the interior; as fuch an opinion 
tended to remove any fufpicion which might be entertained of the value of what I 
bore away. 

On my return to my lodgings, I wrote a letter to Don Antonio Uloa, at Mexico; 

it was in a complaining ftyle. I obferved, with refped to the refufal of the viceroy, 

affe&ing a liberality, or rather, a fort of rhodomontade, that however vexed I might 

feci on the occafion, I ihould never place this circumftance, or any exertion of mine, in 

the way of thofe Spaniards who might come to France for the ftudy ofnhe arts and 

Sciences; but, on the contrary, if it relied with me, they ihould experience even 

more indulgence than they had before been wont to enjoy, were it only to ihew that a 

Frenchman has too lofty a fpirit to attend to trivial injuries^ 

After this 1 fettled all my bills: in order to difchmge the whole of my debts, I 

found myfeif obliged not only to difpofc of every artiefe of furniture 1 had bought at 

Vera Cruz, fuch as my bed, chairs, tables, &c. bi^ alfo of my watch and ring, after 

which, and all paid, 1 found.myfeif with only two gourds (dollars) remaining, a ium 

which I reckoned would about cover the charges for going on board. Had I fought 

it, there is no doubt the purfe of fome one or other of my friends at Vera Cruz, 

• 

* It will be recollected, our author addreffed letters to the viceroy for permiflioo to travel in that 
kingdom : the tnfwer, as is dated, was unfavourable; aqd the fubftance of the fetter is given in the early 
part of jhc narrative. Trams, •'-** 
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would have been open to me, but I thought fuch a procedure* beneath me, and 
adapted to create fufpicion of my individual charader, and that even of the nation, 
itfelf to which 1 belonged ; I therefore preferred depriving myfelf of every thing* 
and thus avoided a poffible obloquy. • 

I had yet a few days to (lay, which 1 fpent in vifiting and walking, about: a An¬ 
gular proceffion, to which the delay of my departure enabled me to be a witnefs, on 
the oftave of Corpus Chrifti Day, was of too curious a defeription to admit of* my 
palling it over in filence. 

At the head of this proceffion were feen fix gigantic figures, in pafteboard, twenty 
feet high, reprefenting a male and female Indian, a negr 9 and negrefs, and a Spanilh 
man and woman, carried by Ihoe-blacks, and dancing an attemande ;* thefe were fuc- 
ccedcd by a ftout fellow carrying a French figure made of ftraw, with a diftorted 
haunch, and all its limbs out of joint; this figure, which is fixed at the end’of a 
pole, as on a pivot, is made to move its limbs like the pafteboard harlequins of 
children, and its fomerfets and aukward motions are a fubjed of confiderable merri¬ 
ment to the Spanilh populace; follow this harlequinade ten other fellows in the guile 
of filh, with each a blown bladder with peas in it, faftened to the end of a Hick, and 
with this they ftrike at random, right and left, whoever may be in their reach. Thefe 
porpoifes are precurfers of a whale, framed on a large waggon, which is moved along 
by men beneath the exterior, reprefenting the whale: thefe men likewife occafionally 
jhake the whale open and Ihut its mouth, as if about to devour the filly fools afraid 
of it; after thefe, the different brotherhoods and religious orders, each with the image 
of their founder, in filvfer, carried on a platform by fix men, march in regular order: 
the refidue of the proceffion jprefented nothing extraordinary. 

I remarked another religious praSice at Vera Crux, which will not appear lefs 
fingular: when the facrament of the wafer is carried to the fick, it is taken in a coach, 
magnificently gilt, and adorned with plate glafs in the fame manner as the carriages 
of Hate of fovereign princes ; it is drawn by mules, four a-breaft, which go a foot? 
pace; at each of the angles of the imperial is a lamp: the perl'on who carries the 
wafer fits at the extremity of the coach, in a fpccies of niche, purpofely made for him; 
oppofite is a prieft, his employment to drive away the flics, that the perfon who carries 
the facrament may not leave his hold of the pix which he carries in his two hands. 
The coachman wears a great coat of fcarlet, with filver lace and filver buttons, like our 
vergers at Paris. At the doors are two grenadiers, arid two miquelets, and behind, 
the coacn is .followed by double baffes, bafoons, violins, guitars, and other inftru- 
«nents, efcorted by a crowd of people: during the proceffion, the great bell of the 
church is founded gently. . * 

At laft, Wednesday arrived, the day on which I hhd to embark. I was not without 
fomc dread, and, in real truth, this appeared to me the decifive day. At day-break I 
caufed all my cafes of plants, as well as all my empty boxes. Juries longijjima rerum , 

. to be carried from my lodgings, and every thing before fix had reached the gate of 
the quay. 1 computed that at this hour the idle would be yet afleep, that the foldiers 
and officers, tired with the night-guard, would be at reft in their hammocks, and that 
all unoccupied and inquifitive at the market: my coqje&ures were well founded, for 
if a few failors be excepted, three or four officers, and the guard, I met with very 
few* in the ftreets. I reached the port, followed by thirty porters, hired a boat, and 
returning to the quay, caufed my cafes, filled with earth, to be placted on the gfbund 
before the fearchcrs: thus far, all went on very well; but in a few minuted, foldiers, 
failors, and trades-people all rufhed forwards to fee the plants which the French 

botanift 
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botanift was bearing %way! The officer of the guard complimented ‘me on my 
refearches and colle&ion of herbs j the fearchers admired them in ftupid aftonilhment, 
but at the fame time were fo civil as not to founcj any of the cafes, though they might 
have done fo without injuring* any of my plants ; ana the head of the office, latisfied 
with my readipefs to fuffer examination, told me l might pafs on. It is a certain 
matter, that 1 had it in my power to defraud the King of his dues, and might have 
carried away in gold to the amount of a million, or a dozen talegas ; but I was fo well 
known, that no one fufpedted my being capable of fuch bafenels. I, however, made 
hafte to get away with my things, left fome one more enlightened ihould play me, 
either unintentionally or from defign, .fome feurvy trick or other. The whole of my 
goods being ndvv in the boat, it put off, and I followed it, when I placed the cafes 
in the chefts, which I locked, and caufed to be fecurely fattened on the deck. I 
recommended the failors to be careful of them,, and, as an entrance fee on coming on 
board, prefented them with a couple of gourds, which, for the purpofe, I borrowed of 
the captain. 

I returned now on fhore to announce to the governor that I fhould go on board 
at eight o’clock; I could not fee him, but held my promife effected, and never let 
foot in his houfe again: we did not, however, fail till feveral days after, which gave 
me much uneafinefs; my plants, fhut up as they were, neceffarily fuffering greatly. I 
had, indeed, at each fide of the chetts caufed four holes to be made of tour inches 
fquare, that I might be provided againft ftormy' weather, when 1 fhould not be able 
to open the chefts, and I went On board twice every day in order to give them air ; 
ftill, that 1 fhould be obliged to be feparated from my dear plants, to fleep away from 
them as I did for three nights, this occafioned me indel'cribable torment, and.nevor 
certainly could a mifer feel more pain from the dear of fofing his void : the different 
trips on thefe three days coft me three piafters, which made tne whole I was indebted 
fo the captain, five; to acquit myfelf of this debt, I fold fome very beautiful flccve 
buttons, and this done, found myfelf poor as Bias. 

At length, even Spanilh dilatorineis feemed near its end; the captain fwore he 
would weigh anchor on Saturday. 

That day I went on board, according to cuflom, to give air to my plants at five 
o’clock in the morning. The captain’s boat came on board, to diredt the pilot to 
weigh anchor. Imagining now his promife would be fulfilled, I put on board the reft 
of my things; but after waiting for the captain in vain till three in the afternoon, I 
gave up hopes of failing that day: this night, however, I flept on board. • 

On Sunday the neceffity of attending mafs again delayed us. I went on fhore, 
and took a lalt farewell of Mr. Ferfen. 1 brought back with me on board likewife ‘five 
or fix cafes of‘mould, in order to'give more room to my jalap and vanilla plants. 

- 8th June 1777. At length, by eleven o’clock, we quitted the port, faluting the 
caftle and the captain of the port with one gun, and levcn times exclaiming, viva el 
lie , to which falute ‘the captain’s fhip anfwered by one exclamation only. The, 
weather was fine; we had a light breeze, and the log fhewed five knots. When a 
league from the city, we perceived a boat making after us, which was foon alongfide. 
On firft diftinguifhing it, I had again, as at the Havannah, the weaknefs to fancy that I 
was the objedt of its purfuit. 1 conceived, with fome appearance of reafon, that the 
governor, piqued at my having avoided the proccs verbal which he meant to draw up 
on my departs* fold fent an order for me to be put again on fhore. 1 was, how¬ 
ever, foon*uncBjrived, and faw that it came merel^to bring a man on board who had , 
foiled of beinjFready at the time of the laft boat putting off; but this gave me an 

oppor- 
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Opportunity, of learning a curious circumftance, which .was, that on the captain’s 
halting on the governor to receive his orders for Campeachy, the latter made inquiry 
if I was on board, and exafted a receipt' from the captain for my body: he likewife 
enquired if I feemed very melancholy j to which queftion the captain anfwered in the 
affirmative. It will be readily conjeftured that this little narrative amufed me greatly. 
The whole of the bay abounds in excellent fifli. * . 

1 gth June. The night has been dreadful; ftorms of thunder and lightning and 
torrents of rain feemed to threaten a fecond deluge; ftill, we had little wipd, andftbe 
ihip rolled dreadfully. 

In the morning, I had a very interefting converfation with the captain of the fliip, 
with whom it was now plain I mould have every reafon tci be fatisfied. 

As obferving me giving air to my plants, I have found you out, faicl he to me in a 
low tone of voice; you mod afiuredly are not about to.tranfport this cochineal to jour 
own country, but with a view of naturalizing it there ? The liberality he had (hewn to¬ 
wards me, the frank manner of his accoft, determined me on confeffing to him that 
which it was now of no fervice to deny ; nor had I any room to repent my confidence, 
but, on the contrary, by his affiftance, perfe&ly cajoled the failors, who, as well as the 
captain, ftood near me, and one of whom, more cunning than the reft, bad taken one 
of the infetts, and crufhed it on a white deal board, and obferving the purple hue 
it gave, cried out to his fellows, why, this is cochineal, and cochineal is contraband. 
To divert them from the idea they might elfe entertain on this fubjedb, the captain and 
Ayfelf planned a Ihort feene, which played off lerioufly before them, eftranged their 
fancies a hundred leagues from the track they were taking. One afternoon, the 
captain being on deck,*with his officers and molt of the featnen, nfkcd me in a grave 
and irrquifitive manner, what,I meant to do with all thofe plants ? They are, laid I, in 
as candid and eafy a manner as I was tapable of affirming, they are intended for a pre- 
paraiion, a remedy. A remedy ? for what complaint ? For the gout? Indeed, and 
pray what is the procefs of making it ? Why, this; the nopals, cochineal, vanilla and 
jalap are pounded together in a filver mortar; the mixture is afterwards boiled ; the’ 
exprt fled juice, in proportion of an ounce at a time, is adminiftcred to the patient in¬ 
ternally, and of the mark a cataplafm is formed which is applied to the feet. And are 
there no other ingredients in the prefeription ? At this 1 feemed loth to tell the whole 
fecret; 1 , however, acknowledged that the balm of Mecca was a component, incenfc, 
gold dult, leaf filver, (and, In a half whifper, but loud enough to be heard without 
difficulty} fome bleffed lint which had touched the relics of Santo Torribio ; this, with 
a few Latin yords I intermingled in my anfwers, rendered my receipt exceedingly 
refpc.£lablc in the minds of my auditors. Never indeed was nonfenfe liftened to with 
more attention, and the bamboozled failors as well were convinced of the purity 6f my 
intentions, as of the efflcacioufnefs of the prefeription. I fighed, however, as much as 
I laughed at this ridiculous impofition; but it was indifpenfible, that I might parry the 
denunciations which might have been made againft me otheryife at Campeachy, by 

• fome one or other of the crew. 

We were no more than twenty leagues from Vera Cruz. The wind at firft vgry 
variable, afterwards ftrong, and then again a dead calm. We diftinguifhed the Cam. 
peachy packet, which failed a little before us, at three leagues to leeward. In the 
evening we faw a (hark. 

ibth June. The whole night through it rained, and the calm lafted till half pad 
three P. M. I planted fome vanilla, jalap, and nopals which I had remaining. Three 

• leaves of my large nopals, loaded with cochineal, rotted, (a firft caufe of ajiguilh); but I 

. was 



856 ‘ Dfi MENONjm.i.E’8 THAVELS TO OUAXACA. 

.. & 

was fomewhatltonfoled by fiaving fucceeded m fettling the new-torn cochineals upon 
other nopal leave? in a very healthy ftate. ' 

At half pad three we had the wind abaft, making for the E.S.E. We were 
accompanied throughout the whole day by a fhoal of bonitos, which played about our 
fhip, and which, though againft the wind, frequently fwam round the veffel: this 
circumftance appears to me worthy of confederation. I likewife faw a number of 
beautiful dorados. The iky was clouded throughout the whole day, the temperature 
highly pleafing. 

nth June. The fun again made its appearance with encreafed fplendour; there 
was no rain in the night; we made but little way, and by reckoning were only thirty- 
five leagues from the point pf departure; from nine till three a dead calm, a clear iky 
and high temperature; 'we were followed by the fame efcort of bonitos, and by 
a npmber of other fmall fifl\, which had followed us from Vera Cruz; at three 
o*clock a wind from the north fprang up, and we ran four knots. Additional Ioffes 
gave new caufe for regret: I was obliged, after collecting the cochineal, to throw live 
other leaves of my large nopals into the fea. What a mournful profpeCt for the future, 
provided, as it is threatened, we fhould be two months out at fea! 

12th June. The north wind continued till three in the morning, when it veered to 
the fouth-eaft: the night fine and without rain. At eight the wind funk into a calm, 
but a very light breeze from the north fprang up at ten. 

13th June. The night beautiful, and the morning lovely: at eight a calm, a breeze 
at ten, rain at noon, fucceeded by a calm till five. Again had fight of the brigantine 
for Campeachy; it advanced nb fafter than ourfelves. Rain and a ftorm at eight in 
the evening. <> 

14th June. The night tranquil, the wind changed from the north to the fouth-eaft; 
though it blew hard, it yet did not prevent ourprogrefs’; the whole morning, fqualls 
.with rain. By reckoning, according to the pilot, we were fifteen leagues from found- 
. ings, and forty from Campeachy. 1 loft the beautiful brood of Mexican parroquets 
which I brought with me, and three other leaves of my nopals. My cochineals exa&ed 
all my attention; it was their time of bringing forth; I had nefts to make for them • 
nor was this all; the hurricanes that blew, threatened to fill all my cafes with fait 
water, which is utterly deftruftive of thefe plants. I was obliged to fland centry over 
them on thefe critical occafions, and cover them wit^thick matting, giving them air 
only by means of the fmall fide openings. Were itTOt for the extreme tedioufnefs 
of navigation in this gulf the voyage would have been pleafant; but the winds which 
prevail at this feafon in alternation with calms, being fouth-fouth-eaft and nirth-north- 
eaft, they blow to no port whatever in a direft line. 

We enjoyed the fight of an infinite number of dorados; the moft beautiful fiflf that 
fwims the fea; ftill, we had not a Angle man on board who had any inrHn;,t ir. n 
to fifh. 

1 £th June. The ijrhole of the following night we had a terrible hurricane, the rain 
fell in large drops, and with a noife like balls of lead. The wind blew furioufly from 
the north-eaft, till three in the morning, at five'it got round to the fouth-eaft; neither 
on this nor on the preceding day was there intervention of calm. We had been upon 
foundings from ten in the morning, and might exped to arrive in five or fix days at 
Campeachy. We faw a great number of birds. The colour of the fea underwent a 
change, and was of a greenifh blue. 

ifith June. ‘It blew hard all night long, with fqualls of rain, the morning grey, the 
remainder of the day remarkably fine. In fpitc of all my care, my cafes were wafhed 
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bv a wave. The young cochineals did not fucceed in fattening on the caftus fylreftris ' 
of Vera Cruz, called tunas. Ten other of my opuntiac had become rotten. Irre¬ 
mediable lofs! 

The whole night through adverfe .wind. Abundance of porpoifes of enormous 
bulk. , 

17th June. Saw land on the fouth, and hoped to arrive the next day at Cam peachy; 
but the wirtd, which blew from fhore, kept us at diftanpe the whole day: the lands low, 
and nearly level with the fea. A flock of boobies and frigate-birds. The colour of the 
fea changed by ftripes, according to the greater or lefs depth of water: at* noon we 
had but nine fathoms: the iky clouded. 

The captain added this day to the fund of continually regenerating inquietude with 
which I was affailed : he apprized me that at Campeachy we fliould hate guards and. 
foldiers put on board ; and who knows how long we might lie off this place ? 

A hurricane ftill more violent than that of the 15th, was experienced this night. 
The thunder roared in loudeft peals. Inceffant flafhes of lightning furrowed the atmof- 
phcre in every direftion. Rain fell in torrents; and the whiffling of the blaft was even 
louder than the noife of the thunder and the waters. Dread and confternation feized * 
upon every one. We were obliged to take in every inch of canvafs. Fortunately, my 
chefts were well faftened and covered, but for which precaution adieu to my nopals: 
they would have perifhed with my plans, and probably rnyfelf with them. 

18th June. After the ftorm the wind blew ftrong from the fouth. We muft.have 
bean driven far indeed during the tempeft, for we had from fixtecn to twenty-fix 
fathoms water; wheruas the day before, when we made*land, we had but fix fathoms 
water, and were only eight leagues from fhore; for in this part the number of fathoms 
denote pretty nearly the number of leagues from land, the foundings leffening in gra¬ 
dual proportion as the diftancc*become$Jefs. We faw a fhark and a number of birds. 

19th June. The foundings various in proportion as the north carried us forward 
or the fouth drove us from fhore. It feemed as though we were under fome enchant- • 
rnent, and as if this wretched country fled from our approach. In thirteen days we * 
had not been able to go more than ninety leagues. This day we could not diftinguifh 
land, though the line gave but fix fathoms in the evening, and though all night long 
we finelt the land and its flowers; but we had a dead calm. After tne calm, a guff of 
wind fucceeding, we got into three fathoms water, and caff one of our anchors. We 
had had no rain for four-and-twilrcy hours. 

20th June. This day we faw land by five in the morning: it is more lofty eaftward 
than towards the fouth. At fun-rife we raifed anchor in order to get nearer in to land, 
and at feven we*diftinguifhed the town of Campeachy on the fouth-fouth-eaft. It has 
no port, but merely a bad open road liable to every wind, and lying three leagues 
from the town, which cannot be approached nearer by any veffel carrying more than 
ninety tons: at nine we anchored. 

The Bylander of ninety tons, which brought us from Vera Cruz, was laden with 
qjaize, for which the captain expefted to find a market, intending to replace it by a 
loading of dyeing-wood, which at Cape Francois would have paid him a confiderable 
profit; but in order to fucceed great fkill and rircumfpeftion were requifitc, as this 
was an aft of fmuggling, and as fmuggling is puni(liable with flavery and confiscation 
of property. The captain fold his maize to great advantage, as it was fcarce; but, no 
doubt intoxicated with fuccefs, he idled away his time, and miffed the opportunity of 
profiting to the full extent of his means. 

k 


vojl. xm. 


For 



858 DE MENONVILLE*S TRAVELS TO CDAXACA. 

For my part, the delay to which he fubje&ed us, and the additional lofles I every 
day fuftamed among my nopals, not lefs than forty of which I was obliged to throw 
into the fca, were fources to me of extreme vexation. 

I had moreover much room for complaint againft the crew; and for the purpoft* of 
acquainting the captain with their conduct, I went on Ihore; and thus had an oppor¬ 
tunity of vising the town. 

San Francifco de Campeche is a town of a fquare form, each fide meafurihg upwards 
of twelve hundred yards: it is perfectly well built of hewn ftone, in the Spanifli fiyle, 
with rectilinear ftrccts, kept very clean, and of tolerable breadth. It is lurrounded 
with curtains and baftions, but is without ramparts or terraces. The walls are thirty 
feet high by from five to fix in ihkkncfs, but have no fuffe. On the fide towards 
the land an iifunenfe pueblo or fuburb of Indians enclofes it, which much delighted 
me on account of the trees and thicket by which each houfe is furrounded. The 
fuburbs may contain about a thoufand Indians : the population of the town, including 
the garrilbn with tlie citizens, may be about three thoufand. Money at this place is 
fo rare that nuts of cacao form the currency : for eight of thefe nuts you purchafe an 
' egg at the market, and you are boarded at the inn for two reals the day. Debauchery 
is here prevalent to the fame extent as vvretchedncfs, but its minifters are luch as 
could plcafc but failors alone, yet thefe fo well that they reckon this a paradife. Such 
was the extremity of mifery throughout all Yucutan-about fix years back, that, accord¬ 
ing to the account, even of the Spaniards themfelves, there died from want no Ids than 
forty thoufand perfons. It is however doubtful, notwirhftanding the immenfi extent 
of this province, whether it ever contained fo many inhabitants; but, on the contrary, 
fhould it be true, fhould any credit be due to the Spaniards when they give luch a 
fhocking lift of deaths, have we not to charge government with the tnoft reprehenfible 
negledt ? IIow can it have been carelels to foch degree as to fitter this province to 
remain fo deftitute of provifion, while with fo much facility grain might have been fup- 
plied either from the Havannah, where all kinds of European com abounds, and which 
is but two hundred leagues diftant, or from Vera Cruz, but eighty leagues away, and 
where a fimilar plenty reigns! This extenfive region has the more need of afliftance 
from the frequency of dearth. The caufe is to be attributed to the droughts fo fatal to this 
country, the foil of which confifts merely of a flight quantity of vegetable earth on a 
rocky bale ; and fo frequent, owing to the land lyitue low, and the want of mountains 
to break the clouds, which, in confequence, cxcepWvhere the north winds encounter 
others from the fouth, and occafion them to break over the land, are conftantly borne 
out to fea. Should the months of May, June, and July, thofe in, which maize is 
fown, unfortunately pafs without rain, all the hopes of the colonifts are loft, and they 
am left wholly deftitute of rcfource. ’ 

The only trade carried on at Catnpeachy is in ftone fent to Vera Cruz, and dye- 
woods, immenfe piles of which, cut for upwards of thirty years, are feen in different 
parts, which the Spaniards prefer feeing rot before their faces to felling to any inter¬ 
loper, though they ‘cannot poflibly export them themfelves. The whole time I was 
there, I faw but three brigantines loaded, and at no time perhaps is there a greater 
number here. The culture of cacao is not allowed in this country: I know not from 
what lamentable policy, for it would fucceed admirably. Cacao, in confequence, > is 
fo dear that the nuts or beans are ufed as money. The poor, who in confequence of 
the deamels of chocolate are deprived of the enjoyment of that beverage, fubftittite for 
it .the pips of <he zapota mamiue, whofe fruit is large as an egg and bitter as fcolo- 
quintida. 
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I traverfed.the whole of the gardens in Campeachy, and found not one that was 
curious. I culled here at hazard fixtecnjplants of two fpccies of cactus without thorns, 
which afterwards were of great ufe to mi#. 

However, on the 6th July, the captain repaired on board with intention to put off 
to fea, and within three days at farthed three barks wefe to bring us out to fea the 
Campeachy wood we were to take on board. * 

Notwithdanding all my pains 1 never was able to procure either branches, leaves, 
or feeds of this tree to fatisfy myfelf whether or no it is different from that ,\ve poffefs 
in our own colonies. I paid a failor beforehand to procure me fome, but they never 
came. 

We wore juft on the point of weighing anchoV, when the mailer of, a boat which 
had brought us in a dock of wood for cooking. Jaw my nopals and cochineal, and 
told me that they were cultivated within fix leagues of Campeachy. Though I h^ve 
ftrong doubt of the truth of this ftatement, 1 ncverthelvfs felt much veked at not 
having had an opportunity of afeertaining whether it was true nr not, and in the 
former cafe of renewing my plants, and recruiting my infects. 

Whether in hopes of other little prefents in return, whether as a compenfation for 
the vexation I endured from his having made fo long a flay, the captain gave me the 
handfomefl parrot, not larger than a dove, that ever perhaps was feen: its beak 
yellow at the bafe, and black at the extremity, the whole of the body a bright green, 
the checks and the circle round the eye§ of a blood red, the forehead, flioulders and 
thighs of the fame colour, the upper part of the head crowned with yellow, the centre 
white, and the hinder part azure blue, the wings green, blue, flame-coloured, and 
purple, finally, the Iegs*ycliow, the eyes blue, but the iris yellow. The captain 
moreover prefented me with a.cardinal, and three tigers* Ikins. 

II th July. At length, after a ufcleft flay of five days, we found we nuift give up 
all hopes of the dye-wood coming on board. The poor captain thus law all his dreams . 
of fortune vanifh, and in addition loft the twenty piaftres he had paid down as earned , 
of the bargain to the perfon who was to have procured him the wood : thus, either 
owing to negligence, or to want of management, the unlucky man loft a profit of at 
leaft three thoufand dollars, for the wood which at Campeachy fetches but three reals, 
at the Cape is worth three piaftres. I was exceedingly hurt that he had not made a 
confident of me at an earlier pqpod, as it ftruck me I might not only have given him 
good advice but have obtained for him a hundred ton of wood.. 

We weighed anchor at ten in the morning, and with a wind from the fouth-wed 
advanced in a direction E.N.E. at about half a league an hour. At two o’clock the 
vrind,changed, and wc dec-red W.S.W. We were fain to anchor at four in four and 
a half fathoms. The whole night through it blew hard with much thunder, but no 

ram* t , _ _ 

12th July. After looking out for a wind, but in vam, throughout the whole of the 

night, it blew from the fouth at three in the morning ; we, in gonfequenre, quickly 
faifed anchor, and made north-ead with a fine fea and beautiful weather, which con¬ 
tinued till half-pad ten, when wc were becalmed. After advancing, notwilhftauding, 
about half a league, by half-pad one wc had a breeze from the north-weft, which was 
of much fervice to us. The water now again changed colour, and from a blueifli 
green became of an azure hue ; but at foup> ? ~’ock the wind rounding to the north- 
ead flopped our further advance, and we /' iichor to avoid being thrown nearer 
the fhore, but not till, as the day before* were within fighj; of fand. At nine 
• ' <; r 2 o’clock, 
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o'clock} after many threats of rain, which however were followed by.no eflfeS, the 
wind veering agfcin to the fouth-weft, we weighed anchor. 

13th July. This day the wind funk into a calm at ten o'clock in the moaning: 
during the time it lafted, which was two hours* and a half, the Spaniards took it into 
their heads to fifh. They Caught in the time eighteen perch of a monilrous fize, the 
fmalleft of them weighing upwards of nine pounds, it is the perca philadelphica de¬ 
scribed by Linne. This fifh is of exquifite flavor, and is caught in depths of about 
five fathojns, with a hook two inches long, and as thick as a crow’s quill. The bait is 
a piece of bacon, meat, or entrails of fowls : about a foot above the hook a ball of 
about a pound weight is fufpended to make the line fink : the fiflierman has rarely 
time to throw out lures on the top of the water. About noon we had a breeze from 
the north-weft, when we let fail anew, and at three again came to an anchor. Such 
is the navigation common alopg this coaft, which runs north and fouth : the foulh-eaft 
drove us out to fea in the night, and in the afternoon the north-eaft again font us in 
fhore. Thefe are ihe winds predominant in thefe latitudes; but the winds blow fome- 
times fouth or fouth-weft, and north or north-weft, when a veifel may make fome way 
under favour of them. It is requifite for two reafons to keep at not more than from 
four to eight leagues from the coaft ; in the firft place, becaufe, at a greater diftance 
from fhore, cayos (rocky flioals) and other fand-banks occur, on which a veifel might 
be driven by the north-call wind ; anti fecondly, becaufe in the open fea winds being 
more 1 uncommon, and always, as well as the currents, adverfe, a voyage would be of 
eternal duration : indeed no navigation in any part of the world is more difficult than 
that of the Gulf of Mexico. Should you leave foundings for the open fea you are en¬ 
gaged in perpetual currents; fhould you keep in foundings you have only light winds, 
and can make but four or five leagues in four-and-twenty hours. On proceeding, 
whether from the North or South Seas, towards Vera Cruz, or «ny other part of the 
Gulf of Mexico, it is not only necefiary to reconnoitre the bank or foundings of Yucu- 
tan but alfo that of Florida. The terms fondas, or foundings, is applicable to the 
whole of the fea, of little depth, which borders the Gulf of Mexico, from Cape 
Catoche as far as and even beyond Cape St. Auguftin, to a diftance from Ihore of 
from fix to fixty leagues, and in fuch gradation with refpeS to depth, that from the 
deepeft foundings, that is to fay, in fixty-eight fathoms, you may judge, proceeding 
in Ihore, how far you are from land, the depth diminifhing a fathom at each league, 
fo that at one league from fhore there is feldom more than three, and fometimes but 
one fathom water. To this notice refpeSing the Gulf of Mexico is to be added that 
the north is the predominant wind, and is felt here with more violence, than in any part 
of America, and with fuch in the months of OSober and November as to render 
thefe feas almoft impaflable. 

13th July. The north wind very ftrong. We were obliged to anchor till mid¬ 
night. 

14th July. At ten in the morning the land-breeze fell, the wind again blew from 
the north, and in the afternoon we Iteered E.S.E. at the rate of four knots an hour. 
The temperature of the atmosphere on this, fea is moderate, for, notwithHanding the 
fky was clear and the lun exhibited itfelf in all its fplendour, my thermometer at noon 
did not rife higher than 20° (77° of Fahrenheit). We were now about fifty leagues 
from Cantpeachy. 

At" five in the evening we came to our inn for the night, for fomewhat fimilaf muft 
otfr conllant p'raSice of calling anchor every evening at the fame hour be efteemed. 

We 
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We had, aahour before, feen a fhip which was nearer ia fhore than ourfelves: we 
likewife faw another brigantine, which we imagined to be the Havannah" packet: it 
failed with the wind abaft, and all its canvas oat, but ftill made lefs way than as though 
we had an adverfe wind. The who!e*day and night paffed without rain, but the quan¬ 
tity of dew that fell was confiderable. * 

At eleven at night the wind changing we weighed anchor, but made Very little way, 
the breeze from the fouth-eaft being very light, and finking to a dead calm by feyen 
in the morning, a calm which continued till the next day at ten, when the north again 
fprang up.- ~ 

15th July. This day'the north-caft, at firft feeble, encrcafed in ftrength fo as to 
advance us a league. * . , 

A new anchorage at five o’clock. We had no rain at fca, ’though we diftinguilhed 
it falling on fhore. Wc avoided a projecting bank, which makes the water appear 
of a yellowilh green colour, three leagues from the fhore; we likewife difeerned 
the Iiavannah packet: it was the fame which had failed five days before us front 
Vera Cruz, and was now on its return to the Havannah. The captain informed 
us, that the governor, the Marquis de la Tour, had been recalled: a new motive for 
felf-gratulation at having effe&ed my objeft without delay ; for could I flatter tnyfelf 
with ever meeting with in any other governor who might fucceed him, fo much 
kindnels as I had met with from him ? As this packet was deftined to Campeachy 
our captain forwarded letters by it. At midnight we weighed anchor, the wind Youth - 
well blew very feebly, and by eight o’clock funk into a calm. 

16th July. At noon the north-eaft admitted of our tacking and making a little way, 
but by three the wind entreating, we were threatened with a ftorm. After a violent 
fall of fain we cafl anchor, and lent a boat on fhore oppofite to a garitu, or centry-box, 
to take in twelve barrels of water and twenty-four fanegas of fait. 1 was folicitous of 
vifiting the falt-pans here, and of making a flight harveft of the plants of the country,, 
and of fea fhells, but the dread I had left any injury fhould befall my infects and plants > 
during my abfencc, prevented my indulging inyfclf with this gratification; this was 
another Sacrifice 1 had to add to the number I had already made on their account. 

I had, however, on the other hand, the fatisfaction of already being in fome degree 
coiupenfated: my vanilla threw out fome branches, my jalap and my nopals were 
budding : I had indeed loft a great many, but the refidue were in good condition, 
and 1 had well-founded hopes of the molt complete fuccefs. 

17th Juty. We were detained all day by our pilot, who with four failors had gone 
on fhore, and never returned. As he was an habitual drunkard, we conjeftured that 
intoxication had been the caufe of his delay. The breeze of morning had been feeble, 
calu'tuccccdul as ufual, and at three o'clock rain, with but little wind. The brigantine, 
which kepi 11s company, advanced only a league the whole day long. 

After palling the day in greateft anxiety of mind, I advifed the captain in the even¬ 
ing to lire a gun. I was mad with vexation. A charming breeze blew from fhore, 
and this night we might have advanced at leaft ten leagues; unfortunately, the 
captain was by no means a good failor, and we had not fufficicnt hands remaining on 
board to work the fliip. 

18th July. At length, in the morning, the beat returned with the failors. They 
had heard the report of the patcreros, though a league and a half diftant to windward 
of us/ The pilot difpatched them with the fait, but hirafelf did not reckon upon getting 
on board before noon, as he was waiting for fowls, eggs, and fwine,* which the In¬ 
dians were to bring him. The captain in a rage fent the boat again on fhore, with 
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orders for his coming inflantly onboard. He came by fgur o’clock, and we weighed 
anchor; but welhad conftant calms the whole day. 

My pretty cardinal having got out of its cage, and fallen into the fea, the captain, 
without my knowledge, promifed a good fwmftner on board a bottle of brandy if he 
recovered my bird. The failor jumped at the propofal, and the profpedt of gain 
blinding himfto the danger, he precipitated himfeli into the fea^ from the cabin window, 
aivi after fwimming about ten or twelve fathoms, recovered the little bird, held it in 
his mouth, and making for the rudder of the boat, lei zed on the ring of it, by which 
he held till a rope was thrown out to him, by means of which he got on board. I 
was uncafy in extreme the whole time he was in (lie water, left fome of the fharks, 
which are fo common ir\ this fea, alarmed by thenoife he made on plunging in, fhould 
make for the fpot, and devour my bold adventurer j and I felt mortified that the 
captain, for a matter of fuch-little value, fhould thus have expoied the life of one of 
his crew: fortunately, he efcaped, and befides the bottle of brandy, he earned a 
handfomc pulicat handkerchief, of which 1 made him a prelent. 

. Wc were at anchor, oppofite to a garita. or watch-houfe, in three fathoms water. 

Thefe watch-houfes are huts of wood, in form of fquare towers, forty feet high, 
ancl raifed at the diftanco of every four leagues along the coafts of New Spain. In 
thefe centinels are ftatinned, whole duty it is to give advice of all vellels they perceive ; 
and thefe centinels, who are Indians, are relieved every four days. 

It lb fell out, that one of thofe appointed on guard at one of thefe watch-houfes, 
being tired of his occupation, afked our people to take him and his luggage on hoard 
with them, and they very imprudently confcntcd. 1 fay imprudently, for it is ex- 
prclsly forbidden, under the mj>lt fevere penalties, that any captain fhould receive an 
Indian on hoard. I had the curiofity to examine the packet of this poor fellow: it 
contained provifion for four days, and confuted of a dozen lordillas of eight ounces 
.each, and about two pounds of the pafte of maize, coarfely ground, which, fleeped in 
water, forms a beverage Angularly pleafmg to the Indians. The man who came on 
board was flout and well made, twenty-one years of ago, but had not a fmgle hair on 
his chin. He had been married two years, but expreifed not the leaf! regret at leaving 
his wife. On my enquiring whether he had any children, he at firft anfwered, no j 
but corre&ing him fell, as it he juft recollected the matter, he laid he had one 
pcquenito, or very little baby ; and as he laid this he knitted his brows, as if he 
wil’ncd to exprefs that it was too fmall to be worth mentioning. The fancy diverted 
us much. c 

19th July. We weighed anchor in the morning, and fleered the whole day before 
the wind : a very light breeze from the fouth-weft. At foven we anchored, and vailed 
anchor again at eight, the wind, changing to the fouth-t alt: it was but a pull, which 
foon abated into a calm, and we anchored; but a breeze fpringing up, wc again 
heaved anchor, and kept under fail the whole night through. 

20th July. This /.lay the north and fouth winds enabled us to proceed at the rate 
of a league an hour. The Iky all the morning was overcaft : at three the wind felf, 
and changed four times in lefs than half an hour : at length came on a dreadful florin 
of rain. Alter much entreaty, I fucccodcd in inducing the collection of half-a-dozen 
barrels of rain water : thirty ut leaf!, if care had been taken, might in the time have 
been filled. After the rain we fleered caft-fouih-eaft, for our pilot pretending his 
objefi was to avoid the currents, would not keep oft' from fhorc: we therefore made 
frequenj tacks) and remained a long time at anchor. In the evening we found our- 
felvqg oppofite to the Prio de Lagartos, or the River of Crocodiles, which announced 
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to us our havjng made eighteen leagues fince the day before. This was indeed a good 
day’s work, but we had yet forty ieagues of fhore to coart along. 

At length we quitted thefe melancholy and tirefome lhores for the open fea, and 
depofited all our anchors in the hold but being immediately after overtaken by a 
calm, wc let down a final! anchor. At eleven at night, Yhe wind blowing again from 
the fouth-caft, we made fail anew: it frefliened foon to fuch a degree, that from 
midnight to two o’clock we had advanced nearly twenty leagues, and the fea had 
again refumed an indigo blue colour : had the weather thus continued, we fliould 
have required but four days to reach the Havannah. This was the firft inftance of .fair 
weather we had had fince our departure from Vera Cruz. The circumftance delighted 
me fo much as to ferve as a counterbalance to the grief I .experienced, at the lofs of 
fifteen or lixfeen leaves ol’nopals, in the fpace of three days. To leeward wedeferied 
a wretched llule boat: loon we Ihould have to fee a number of confidcrablc {hips. 
Seas of our fortunate colonies, how different your appearance from that of this melan¬ 
choly gulph ! Numerous and rich veffels furrow your bofom in every direction, like 
our gay carriages on the magnificent roads of Paris, while the Gulph of Mexico is as. 
bare of veffels as the crofs-roads which lead to its infulate and wretchedly poor habita¬ 
tions ! 

2 2d July. At three in the morning the wind had much flackened, though from the 
20th wc notwithftanding reckoned our progrefs to be fifty leagues, and confequently 
that we were beyond a {hallow which extends the fpace of two leagues, at the ex¬ 
tremity of foundings, inthediredion north and fouth,andin latitude23° north, longitude 
286° 1 o' from the meridian of Tcnerifte. In our reckoning wc had erred, for by two 
in the afternoon, a fcreaih of horror from the deck called us to the fearful fight of this 
bank, •which, concealed under water, extends itfelf right and left, in branches, 
through a fpace of a league in breadth,* by three in length : inftantly wc changed our 
tack, and on founding had a bottom of reddifh rock, in forty-five fathoms : the rock, 
apparently fragments of coral, was blended with herbs. The flielf feemed of a re ldifli t 
colour in every part, and gave a ruddy appearance to the water. Fortunate was it for 
us that we encountered this flielf in the day-time : had it been night, we Ihould have 
paffod over it, and probably have periflied; for though the fea does not break on this 
bank, and though it appears to be covered by a depth of water, the a£hial foundings 
upon it, as well as the nature of the flielf, are altogether unknown. In remembrance 
of our having el'caped this danger, we drank two bottles of excellent cyder, of which 
the captain made me a prefent, and which was equal to Champaigne, and found our 
fpirits heightened by the libation. 

• 23d July. Wc palled the night without any danger: the fouth wind had biown, 
but the fliip made no way. We caught a prodigious porpoife, eight feet long, by* five 
and a half in diameter. Its tail was two feet broad. The ii(h caught was a female: in 
cutting up, no doubt, fome of the lacteal duds were leparated, as the animal yielded 
more than a quart of a very pure and remarkably white milk. One of the veffels 
from which this milk flowed was in diameter of equal breadth with my little finger. 
The womb, in which I very diftin&ly law the fallopian tubes, mcafured at the entrance 
of the vagina four inches and a half. The exterior orifice was very ftrait, callous, 
wrinkled in folds, and of a fubftance and tiffue fo clofc,. that with difficulty could one 
introduce the little finger: nor did it appear fufceptible of farther expanfion. The 
diameter of the vagina, eafy of dilation, was an inch and a half: at the extremity of 
the vagina from the interior was a fpecies of valve, rcfcmbling that of‘the fucker 6f a 
pump, very much wrinkled, and highly capable of expanfionj and the*internal 
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capacity of the canal it formed, of inferior length to the vagina, appeared to be of 
fimilar diameter,* and equally fit for diftenfion: at the end was another fucker-like 
valve, which ferved as a door to a fecond fimilar receptacle, of rather greater capacity 
than the former: finally, there was a third receptacle, clofed by a fimilar yalve, with 
the extremity of which me t\vo fallopian tubes communicated: thefe were of a fpongy 
fubftance, aftd, internally, difplayed an infinite multitude of veffels, part of which 
foemed ladcal or lymphatic, others, conductors of blood, But folded one within the 
other, and crofting each other, l'o that at the firfi glance they might be miftaken for a 
mafs of little worms rolled up together. In the ftomach of the animal were feveral 
fmali filh, which had already attained that ftatc of digeftion which made them look as if 
fomewhat too piuch boiled* The Ihip was furrounded by a numerous troop of thefe 
animals, which, notwithftanding their enormous fizc, feemed in the water no larger 
thqn carp of eight or ten pounds weight. 

24th July. In the night we had a light wind, but the day a dead calm. At the 
rifing of the moon in the evening the wind again arol’e. f 

, 25th. At ten this morning ure caught a {hark: it happened to be the fqualus tiburo 

of Linne.: it was five feet long, had a fin at the anus ; five lineary ports in the neck, 
for the bronchias of the pulfc; a large head, and a broad neck : its teeth in the lower 
jaw triangular, of fimilar breadth, but even {harper than lancets, and about an inch 
in heighth, of thefe teeth the animal has three rows: the inmoft row turns back on 
the gums : thofe of the jaw are Tubulated like the teeth of pike, and, as the others, are 
an inch long. This animal is of hideous appearance in the water, and {hines by da/ as 
well as by night: it was harpooned with a javelin a foot long, attached to a pole of fix 
feet; however hard its {kin, which refills the point of a knife, it was not proof againlt 
this weapon; and the monfter made lefs refiftance in the, water, and fought lefs ®n deck 
than did the porpoife we had before caught: it was furrounded us ulual by the pilot- 
, filh, fo called on account of its conftantly advancing in front of the {hark : this fifh is 
a kind of perch, tranfverfely ftriped with alternations of black and yeliow. Part of 
the {hark was cooked and placed on table, but I could not prevail on myfelf to touch 
it, notwithftanding it is a favourite dilh with the people of Campeachy, a prediledion 
which fpeaks little for the delicacy of their tafte, as there is abundance of filh in their 
roadfted of exquifite flavour. We afterwards caught another of fuch monftrous fize 
that we needed tackle for lifting it on board : it was a female, but of a different fpccics. 
This animal was ten feet four inches (French) in length, and from the back to the belly 
meafured two feet ar.d a half: the Ikin of the back was perfcdly blue, of the belly 
white: it had the fame proportions as, and refcmbled the one before.deferibed, with 
the following exceptions : the teeth of the upper jaw were curved towards the throat, 
froih the bafe: they were moreover {harp, pointed, but rounded like barley, and ja'gged 
like the teeth of a law. In th# upper jaw it had but one row of teeth, but in the lower 
three: the head was not proportionately large, though fomewhat of the iame fhape, 
being only more oblgng, and fomewhat lefs flattened than that of the male. The 
vagina was fix inches in diameter, and was not callous and in folds, as I had obferved 
in the dolphin. The rectum terminated with the vagina in one common orifice, which 
may be regarded as the anus. By the fide of the matrix were two prominences which 
might be taken j^or teats, and of which the interior orifices terminated in the womb, 
but had no comfifunicant duds, whether glandular or ladeal: the vagina was fix inches 
long S^ai the extremity it divided into two cavities, two feet and a half in length,- by a 
brdadth of a fdbt, but fufceptible of confiderable diftenfion: the orifice of either of 
thefe truhks was filled with a fpermatic matter: the interior occupied by an extremely 
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fine and fpongy membrane, attached throughout its wholtf length to the inward and 
upper part of the cavity, and full of an infinite number of cells, each containing an egg 
with its yolk, and an embrio, or ftetus, an inch and a half long: the yolk of the egg 
was like, but fomewhat paler than that of a hen, but the jnucilagitious part, inftead of 
being white, was of a greenilh yellow, refetnbling bile. In order to extra 61 . an egg 
from one <jf the cells, it was neceflary to break the cell: this cavity was afiuredly an 
oviary; the fubftance of it was of a whitifh colour, tranfparcut, lymphatic, gretffy, 
and the membrane eafy to break. Difguft prevented my counting the n unitor of eggs, 
but in every oviary I certainly favv at leafl a hundred. I took fome of the feeti and 
preferved them in rum. I am not certain whether or no amphibious animals have two 
vaginae, but it appears very evident from dificchons that they have* two oviaries. 
This fhark was viviparous, as I believe are all. Some of the feeti, which l notice my 
having preferved, 1 fent to Mr. Daubenton. * , • 

At noon we had a heavy fall of rain, and for two hours fucccftive fhowers : this, by 
occafioning wind, enabled us to make a flight prog refs; but at five we were becalmed, 
and continued fo until the moon rofe, when it began to blow pretty fi efh. • 

26th July. The wind of the night was fucceeded by flight fqualls, by which we 
advanced about half a league an hour. Some fhowers fell, but unattended by wind. 
The crew were uninterruptedly employed in manoeuvring fo as fo catch the lead puff, 
but without fuccefs. Did we hand on either tack, the fails fearedy filled, and the fhip 
btyely obeyed the rudder. Wc fell in. with two amazingly large pieces of floating 
timber, loaded with birds. The pilot ftated us by ijeckoning to be five-and-twenty- 
leagues from the Florida^ foundings. Our latitude was twenty-five degrees. 

27th July. The morning a dead calm, provoking quietude, difeouraging inertia! 
Why mull I thus be flayed, exclaime^ I repeatedly, when it would be fo grateful td 
my heart to roach our deflination P My cochineals brought forth now a fecond time, 
and I had no more plants on which 1 could multiply them. One young leaf of a nopal,* 
and one old one had juft died ; one half of another had been contained by a blatta 
lucifera, and I faw that 1 ran great hazard <>f lofing the new generation ; however, i 
had the confolation to lee two plants of vanilla throw out other branches. A number 
of bonitos fvvain about our fhip. The name applied to this fpccies of coryphtena is 
derived from the Spanifh buenito, the augmentative of luuno good, and figuifics very- 
good, or excellent. We likewife faw fome dorados, another fpccies of coryphaena, the 
equifolis of Linne. One of thefe was caught by our men : from head to tail it 
incaJ'ured/our feet three inches, and at theflomach was a foot and a half in diameter. 
The lea contains no fifh more beautiful, nor indeed another that equals this in beauty, 
The, body is of a golden yellow, rcfplendcnt above a changeable green, marked .with 
round fpots, an inch in diameter, of an ultra-marine blue ; the fins and tail are a bril¬ 
liant green. In calm weather its fhining colours render it diflingui/hablo at the depth 
even of fifty feet. 

28th July. We had fome wind again at night, and the horizon was fo much over¬ 
clouded that we apprehended a terrible ftorm. The wind we had, however, was 
adverfe, and all night long we had our head to the fouth. In the morning we made a 
tack N.N.E., but were flopped by a calm. Ever fince eight o’clock, I had obferved 
in the north-north-eaft divifion of the Iky, a cloud fhapt-d like a hoffe’s tail, 1’preading 
in the dire£tion from N.N.E. toS.S.W., and which appeared to be the precqrior of 
calms, in the fame manner as the procellaria, in my opinion, truly indicates w ind. 

29th July. By midnight the calm ceafcd, and we made about five leagues in nine 
'hours; from nine to eleven again calm, then wind till one, when my boric-tail <%ud 
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appeared anew. We founded but found no bottom. The pilot, who fancied himfelf 
upon the Florida'Soundings, was thus in error, and I the more vexed on reflecting that, 
although but fixty leagues from the Havannah, we had fcarcely effected half our 
voyage: what tirefome navigation! 

30th July. At four in the evening of the 29th, a wind fprang up, which, from its 
direction, we*recognized for a brifk and regular gale: this continued till t^e morning 
of jthe 30th, when the wind from land fuccceded. By obfervation we had now paffed the 
Florida Soundings, and all night long were on the look out to avoid Las Tortugas, an 
affemblage of four or five ftnall iflands on the border of the foundings of the 
peninfula of Florida. All this day the iky was over-call, and we had feveral (bowers 
of rain. , , • 

On vifiting my nopals I found three leaves dead : I cleaned all the others, and dulled 
them to remove the white powder with which they had become covered. I likewife exter¬ 
minated all the fylvefter cochineals, which had intermingled with the fine, and which had 
fmothered a confiderable number. Finding myfelf overftocked with thofe cacti of Vera 
Crux, frightfully armed with thorns, I threw thirteen of them into the fea; after which 
I dried the fylvefter cochineals I had collected, in order to fend them to my father, and 
to Meffrs. Roftagin and Juflieu. While thus cleanfing my cherts, or rather iny gardens, 
I difeovered three chacherlas and a fcolopendra morfitans; fortunately thefe infeCls are 
no devourers of cochineal, or otherwife adieu to my treafures. The employ I undertook 
was for fome time an amufement to me, though fatiguing. t 

31ft July. After luffing up the whole night long to avoid the Ihore, at day-break we 
difeovered the coaft of Cuba, and had advanced twenty leagues into the channel: the 
next day we (hould diftinguiffi the Havannah, and two days afifer be out of the Bahama 
channel; a profpeCt which allured us a prompt return. 

In the meantime our crew infilled on enterirfg the Havannah, but the captain and 
piyfelf could not confent to this, without running the greateft rilk, not only of our 
t liberty, but even of our lives; we therefore determined on forcing obedience, and, in 
' cafe of any obftinate perfiftance on the part of the (hip’s company, to put the molt 
mutinous to death, at a preconcerted fignal. However violent fuch mealures may ap¬ 
pear, it mull be confidered that it could be of no confequence to our crew what port 
they made, whereas it was important for us to avoid the Havannah. 

Carried forward by the wind and current, by noon we were oppofitc to Bahia Konda, 
(Deep Bay); for two days we had had the moll charming weather poffible for our 
voyage, but we had ftill four hundred leagues to fail, and had not yet attained the end 
of our toils. • 

In faCt the wind increafed, and we had a terrible night. From the heavy Ihocks.ouf 
fmall'veflel received, I was fearful (lie would founder. We lowered the fweeps of the 
forefail, and reefed the mainfail; Ipite of which the veffel rolled fo dreadfully that we 
were conftrained to fleep on the floor, an inconvenience, thanks to my apprenticeship to 
travels, which was to ijie no great hardlhip. 

1 ft Auguft. This morning, fpite of contrary winds, the currents having impelled * 
us all night long, we diftinguiflied the table-land of Mariana; and at four in the evening 
a frelh tack had carried us under the guns of the Moro caftle. From a diftance I dif¬ 
tinguilhed the cQhntry-houfe of Senor Huet, the neighbourhood, and the Fort del 
Principe, the worki of which lie had Ihewn me. The day was fine j but a violent wind 
from the north-north-eaft, occafioned us at fix in the evening to reef again our fails, 
which we had fpread to the gale. An unlucky manoeuvre was near being fatal to us. All 
was noife; and the men running about with precipitancy increafed the evident alarm; * 
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and for myfelf I experienced the greater dread from the confideratbn of my being fo 
rich, fo truly rich j poffefling what I had fo much coveted: I had no iuch fears on my 
voyage to Mexico. 

2d Auguft. The wind keeping at*north-eaft all the night through, we had made 
but little way by nine in the morning. This morning, the firft time I had ever feen a 
ftorm in thg morning in America, I was witnefs to one moft violenr. Thd whole of the 
day, and all the fucceeding night, was a period of toil and fatigue, owing to our perpe¬ 
tual tacks. At three o’clock we diflinguilhed the pine-tree of Matanza. The fea ran 
dreadfully high; and we were the more loth to enter the mouth of the Bahama channel 
from our fails and rigging being in the worft pollible condition: here was a frelh evi¬ 
dence of Spanifh idlenefs. During the frequent* calms we hpd cxperi'Uiced, nothing 
would have been more eafy than to have taughtened the fhrouds; and for want of this 
precaution, which I fo ftrongly but ineffectually recommended, we were obliged today 
to, and lofe much time. 

3d Auguft. After numerous tacks this day, the fea conftantly rough, we were fain 
at night to take Ihelter in the Bay of Matanza. 

This bay is nearly a league over at its mouth, by a depth of two. Three rivers, or 
rather rivulets, empty themfelves into it. Towards evening we anchored about half-cable 
length from the Ihore. The fort a fquare building, flanked by four baftions, is about fixty 
yards long. The curtain, which fronts the fea, is defended by a crown work, which 
teemed in excellent condition: 1 entered it as a conqueror, and found no centinels either 
at the barrier of the covered way, or at the gates, fo that without interruption I marched 
to the parade, where I found fix foldiers playing at cards : thefe without leaving their 
game, or alking me any queltions, fullered me as quietly to depart as I had 
entered*. • 

However well fortified this caftle, it Teems to me of no other utility than to prevent a 
landing, and hinder merchant fliips or privateers from taking in water; for it could not. 
certainly withftand the fire of a fixty-four gun fliip. 

Matanza, (the Place of Slaughter) which lies at the bottom of the bay, is an ill-built 
fpot, in a low, marlhy, moift, and unhealthy pofition: it has no trade, nor any cultivation 
about it. The people who inhabit it prefent the moft difgulting fpe&acle, and render it the 
feene of the moft abominable filth and frightful mifery : they are covered with crabs 
of a monftrous fize, which prey on them, and which, in turn, ferve them for food. 
The village Hands at the union of two fmall ftreams, which ferve to float down timber, 
lor the Hajannah, from the interior of the country. A wretched redoubt of ftone, 
denominated a* caftle, Hands in front of the village, and defends the bottom of 
the tjay. _ 

We put into this miferable place merely for the purpofe of taughtening our (hrouds, 
and taking in water; but the defertion of a failor, and the drunkennefs of the pilot, 
delayed us two days. _ 

5th Auguft. This day 1 bought, at Matanza, fix cardinals, two ciris, two larks, and 
eight other very pretty birds, of the names of which I am ignorant: 1 brought thence, 
likewile, a number of leaves of a cactus, called in our colonies, la raquette Efpagno'e , 
and the value of which 1 intended to prove by my cochineals. Again had I the mif- 
fortune to fee three leaves of my nopals rot: what Ioffes! what regret at not having 
reached Santo Domingo! 

6th’and 7th Auguft. At length we weighed anchor, and left the bay. On the 7 th 
we were twenty leagues from Matanza. Our wretch of a pilot again fteered a wring 
courfe, owing to which we did not reach Los Martires before night, wnich we 
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ought to have made in the morning, in order to enter the mouth of the Bahama 
channel. 

8th Auguft. In confequencc of the error of the pilot we were obliged to luff up 
all night in a dreadful fea; and it war, not till tlfe morning of the 8th, at five o’clock 
we took a direft courfe N. E. with a wind from the S. E. 

The currents had carried us on fo far that by noon we were in latitude a6 n 6 '; thus 
nptwithftanding the wind in courfe of the night, we had advanced forty-two leagues. 
The fea r*tn high the whole day, but it became calmer in the evening. We had three 
feparate fhowers. 

This day we caught a booby, the plumage of which was brown without any fpots, 
its beak blue, f its eyes fiery* and capable of dire&ion with cafe towards the beak, which 
renders it: of frightful afpect: its legs and feet of a chamois colour After examination I 
gaye it liberty. . 

glh Auguft. Had the wind been favourable wc might this day have got out of the 
channel, but blowivg from the iiorth-eaft we were obliged to lull'up through the night, 
.fleering on a north-well and fouth-eaft courfe, for fear of running on the flioals, right 
and left. The fun role with a horizon covered with clouds, a prognoftic, in thefe feas 
of bad weather, which failed not in this inftancc: we had a dreadful fea, the wind fuffo- 
cating, the waves of monflrous fize dafhing againft the fhip; and the natural clalh 
occafioned by the oppofition of the wind and current, made a terrible noife. We con- 
ftantlV luffed up in the fame direction, but flill advanced thirty-five leagues. Such 
indeed is the force of the current, that however high the fea may run, it never breaks 
with that furge noticed in other leas, but each wave, impelled varioufly and in adverfe 
direction by the wind and current, and with equal power by'each, riles in a pyramidal 
form, and finks with a cralh on its bafe: it may henae readily be conjedured how 
great^ the labour and fatigue to which the* fhip and its crew in thefe parts are 
_ expofed. 

In order to form an opinion of the origin and effect of the famous current which carried 
us along, we mull refled that this channel is the vaft outlet of the waters of the: Gulphs of 
Honduras and Mexico, and the more fouthern feas, as well as of the accumulations thefe 
gulfs receive from the rivers Amazon, Orinoco, Madelena, Miffiflippi, and an infinity of 
others of inferior volume. The waters of thefe feas and rivers, confined by the barrier 
formed by the archipelago of the Caribbec Iflands caff and weft, rulh forward to the 
channel of Bahama, the deepeft of all, no doubt, formed by the different iflands, and thus 
find an exit into the north,lea. In a dead calm this current runs four knots an hour 
with a contrary wind four and a half. The Trident, a Spanilh fliip vff war, of fixty 
guns, was on oneoccafionadverfi ly carried from before the Havannah, notvvithftaRdiug 
fhe’had the wind abaft, and all fails fet as tar as off the coaft of Carolina, without being 
able to Hem the flood. * ° 

The fea was fo frightful during die night that we merely hoifted the mainfail. The 
wind was call , our Erection north, and accordingjto my computation, the current ran 
wefterly ; this caufed me to imagine that by drifting we Ihould run towards the coaft: 
thrice did I feci an inclination to make the obfervation to the captain, and as often was 
I prevented from the fear of palling for an importunate anti ridiculous interferer. It was 
not long however before 1 had to repent of my filly modefty, for by two in the morning 
the captain, or rather terror perfonified, came to waken me: he was in tears, and in 
perfeft dcfpair. What is the matter, captain ? Male futnus, perditifumus, we are all loft! 
IIow fo, what & the matter ? Hay fundo , we have foundings ! In fadt the plummet had 
been thAwn, and forty fathoms was the refult, the wind as well as the current bearing 
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on fhore. l^aciencia, paciencia, faid I. I went on deck, and,now affuming more boldnefs 
and confidence, I advifed our fleering fouth-weft. The captain, the pilot, and mate, 
agreed with me in opinion: we tacked, and in lefs than two hours were out of 
foundings. 

loth Auguft. The fun rofe, lowering with a fadly 'portentous fombrezo of thick 
black clouds. A number of gulls and other fea-birds flew towards Ihore at the fight. 
My birds*picked up ifieir food' hafiily ; and the fong of my larks, infallible baflimdras, 
foreboded a perilous day, and in fact fqualls and hurricanes fucceeded one the Sther 
with the great eft rapidity. I was fearful we fhould not be able to take an obfervation; 
but fortunately a gleam of funfhine allowed us to ascertain our latitude, which was 29 0 : 
thus, as 1 told the captain would be found the cafe, the veflfel, fpite of oppofite winds, 
had, by the mere force of the current, drifted more than tweftty leagues, and carried us 
through the channel. Now was the time to fleer for Europe, had we that courfe to 
take ; but we were bound for Sr. Domingo, where, not only on my own* account, but 
alfo on account of my infetts, which had light only once in four-a^d-twenty hours, I was 
fo anxious to arrive. 

1 nil Auguft. The violence of the wind gradually abated, the fea was pretty calm, 
the heavens ferene, but the currents had borne us forty-four leagues to the north-north- 
eall. The wind veered towards the fouth in fuch manner as to premife we might be 
able to fliape an call ward courfe, after which we fhould only have to Icffen our latitude 
iu order to reach St. Domingo, where with the wind abaft we might arrive in a 
we.\ k. 


We found ourfelves this day in 31° 30', on pardlelnvith Charleftown, Carolina. At 
four in the afternoon? caught a bird, called by the Spaniards liuofa, the larus of 
Unix* . 

iath Auguft. Calms prevailed tiH evening: the little wind occafionally breathed 
was from the fouth-weil. We fleered, S. li. by E. At three the wind frclhened in the 
fame quarter, and we direct d our (ourfe fourh-eafl. 

i •’ih and 14th Auguft. 1 he wind gradually increafed on the 13th, fo as to allov/ 
our making four knots an hour. On the 14th at noon we were becalmed, but a, gentle 
gale ip rung up at four. Our latitude this lull day was 31 0 6'. 

The v. !u>ie of the 1 edi we fpread all our canvas to catch the little wind that blew. 
Our failors again caugiit a tiburo. Their avidity for this wretched filh, characterizes, at 
once, their lazinels and want of tallo: being eafy to catch, they prefer it to the dorado, 
a filh exquifitely delicate, but which wouul iiave required more pains to lake. They 
devoureif the. whole of it in one day, not with Handing it weighed upwards of thirty 
pounds. 

15th Auguft. A light wind from the fouth-weft advanced us two or three leagues 
in courfe of the night, but was fucceeded the whold of the following day by a dead 
calm ; a cruel calm, which threatened the fruftratton of all my toilfome, tedious 
labours! Eour more of my nopals I found tills day had petifhed, one of them with three 
■ young leaves, aud an ample progeny of young cochineal. What on this, as on lbailar 
occalions, furprifed me greatly, my misfortunes proceeded conftantly from the plants 
too weak to refill the injuries of the fea air and their confinement, and not from the 
infects, as 1 the ntoft expected, but which proved to be,extremely patient, and aftoniih- 
iugly hardy : not one of them died 5 1 had therefore confidcrabie icafon for idf- 
grafulation, on having collected three other (peeks of cadi at Campeachy, all of which 
afforded nourilhment to the cochincai, though more fpariugly and with lefs advantage 
than the nopal. 


At 
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At fun-fet, the wind conftantly feeble, after veering from the fouth-weft to the fouth- 
eaft, funk into a calm. 

16th Auguft. The wind ftill fouth-eaft: after luffing fome time we fleered nearly 
fouth-weft, advancing about half a league an hbur. At eleven at night the wind 
freshened. 

17th Auguft. Saw to leeward a frigate and another armed veffel, in con\pany with 
four (hips under colours with red and white ftripes, and a number of goletras. We 
hoifted a red flag with a Burgundy crofs, and fired a gun: they made fail for us; and 
the frigate, mounting thirty guns, and commanded by Captain Cherry from New 
York, placed us between him and his galley, in which were eight men, with four 
cannonades ready levelled, and with matches lighted. She hailed us in Englifh : we 
were able to anfwer in Spanilh only. She then failed round our fteni to our 
(larboard fide. The frigate put out her boat with an officer and fix men on board ; 
but the officer underftanding no other than the Englifh language, could but give us 
the longitude, which.was 75 0 17' W. of Paris. We (hewed him our paflports from 
Vera.Cruz, and our regiftcr; and after fignifying that we came from that port, we 
prefented him fome provifions, fuch as potatoes, bananas, and calalon, with which he 
left us perfe&ly fatisfied. What however is fingular enough, we omitted to enquire 
the name of the commander of this fmall fquadron, and which party it efpoufed, that 
of the Englifh or the rebels : we were however led to conclude that it was the former, 
from his telling us his veffel, formerly the Bofton, was now called the Daphne. 
The four veffels under efcort, all of them mounted royals : the firft I had ever feen. 

We continued our courfe N.E. The full moon, on rifing, brought us wind with 
fhowers; and 1 conftantly found that every change of the moon was accompanied by 
fimilar variations. 

x8tlj Auguft. The laft obfervation was more clearly verified this day. At three in 
the morning we had a briik wind and rain, and fuccefiive fhowers coming from every 
point of the compafs. The whole of the morning we were crofted by contrary winds, 
and obliged to tack every inftant. At noon the wind increafed, blowing firft from the 
fouth, and afterwards from the fouth-weft. A gloomy fky now threatened a florm : 
the wind ftill increafed, and fome rain fell. We deemed it right to lower our flay-fail 
and reef the main-fail; but we loft much precious time by our vain alarm, for 
the florm blew over, and the night was fine. From noon we had advanced about a 
league and a half an hour ; and caught a fifh the gq/icros-terus of Linne. 

19th Auguft. A curfed calm from three in the morning till nine. At this hour, 
and till the next day, we had wind from the fouth, and fleered north-eaft by eafl, 
advancing but. three knots an hour. t * 

A colony of fmall migratory fifh followed us on the right and left of our rudder, 
confiding of perch, gajicros term , and pilot fifh. Thefefhoals of inhabitants, from a 
different hemifphere, which arc occafionally feen in different feas, refemble fo many 
wandering colonies feeking an afylum. Do they encounter a fhip, to them it feems a 
rock, a bank, an ifland, a fhore: they conftantly find food in its vicinage, and exertion 
in fwimming, unncccflary borne as they are in its wake. At length the veffel arrives, 
and the colonies fhift to their quarters. 

aoth Auguft. The wind blowing N. E. by E. we fleered S. W. by W.; it after¬ 
wards veered to the fouth wavering. We made fcarcely three knots an hour. This flow 
failing is little lefs vexatious than a calm, but more advantageous. We had to-day no 
rain} the plot reckoned us in the longitude of the point of Mezy, in latitude three 
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degrees twenty-one minutes To that we were yet two Tiundred-and-fifty leagues at 
leaft, from our deftination : the land we fought for thus feeming to fly before us. 
Indeed it appeared to me, that the captain and pilot had a&ed very wrong in fuffering 
us to be carried by the current from the Bahama channel, to fo high a latitude as 
thirty-three degrees. I make no doubt that the elevation of our latitude above what 
we need have made ity was the caufe of our being fubjed to all the calms and contrary 
winds we had experienced; as, if we had avoided the current, in latitude twenty-eight 
degrees, we fliould have been fecure of the trade winds much earlier, and *at any rate, 
if we had coafted by the Lucayos, fliould have been certain of land breezes. The 
captain, in anfwer to my obfervation, pretended that on the day we were in latitude 
twenty-eight degrees the wind was unfavourable to our ’making eaflVard; but this 
lame cxcufe was contradicted by my journal. The wind on that day was eaft, and 
by fleering fouth, the compofite aSion of the call wind* and the current, -which An to 
the north, would affuredly have borne us in a fouth-eaft dire&ion. 

This day I had to regret the lofs of other nopals ; and I felt it the more bitterly 
from the circumftance of the impoffibility of fixing the infects attached to the dead 
plants on any other, as will appear in the appendix, wherein I treat of the cochineal 
infe£t. 

I was perfectly in defpair, and almoft gave up the hope of being able to tranfport my 
little colony in health and fafety to Santo Domingo, the caufe of which I could only 
attribute to the length of our voyage and the want of friends, which had prevented my 
making more favourable arrangements. • 

21ft Auguft. Thisdsy the wind, which during the night had blown but gently 
N. E. £>y E., at fix in the morning veering to the N. E., blew with greater force, 
and wc advanced five or at leaft fous knots an hour, and found ourielves in the 
longitude of Cape Nicholas Mole, latitude twenty-nine degrees forty-nine minutes 
north. The flty was beautiful, a line of clouds branching in flips fine as the flax 
which is fpun from the diftaff - , in the direction north and fouth indicated, at length the * 
fpeedy prefence of the winds for which we fighed. Should they continue favourable 
but only fix days, they will carry us to Cape Fran5ois. 

1 obferved Mercury an hour before fun-rife, in the conftellation Cancer. 

2 2d Auguft. While running N. N. E. t, at the rate of five or fix knots an hour, 

the wind increafed to fuch a degree, that by five in the evening we were obliged to 
lower our tops and reef our main-fail. At noon by obfervation, we were in latitude 
twenty-eight degrees forty-four minutes, and in the longitude of Tortuga. The fun 
rofe through a 1 -ed and lowering atmofphcre. At fetting it was entirely obfeured by 
vapour, which covered the horizon in every dire&ion. t > 

At ten, notwilhftanding we had lowered our tops and top-gallants, we failed at the 
rate of five knots. The waves beat with a deep and hollow found againft the fides of 
the veffel, and fhook it by the violence of their percuffion: twenty times did they 
break over the deck, and a violent rain falling at the fame time,*we were fain to clofe 
the hatchways, and put up all our dead lights. I endeavoured to fleep, but in vain, 
one could reft no where. Every billow threw the {hip on her beam-ends, and not any 
thing could be kept fteady on the deck. The fea ran^dreadfully high: our fragile 
veffel was now raifed an hundred feet from the level, and now engulphed in a hollow 
abyfs, while the noife of the winds in the rigging was equal to the roaring of thunder. 

* Tills is an error, it fhoulJ he 33°, 21' as is feen by what follows. Tuans. 

• f It fliould be, as the fignal (hews, S. S. W., that is the dire&ly oppufite rhumb. Trans. 
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I wifhcd much to contemplate this horrible fcenc, but there was no keeping the deck j 
»nd what, in fa£t, could be feen in a night as dark as Erebus ? We diftributed brandy 
to our men, who feemed in fpirits, and fang in ipidft of the ftorm *, while we were 
a prey to the moft alarming spprehenfions. At firft, I was inclined from this circum- 
ftance to conclude that the danger was not imminent, but the folace of this fancy 
endured but for a moment^ I reflected on the nature of theft beings, fo differently 
modified to us, and blamed my firft conclufion. ” 

23d Auguft. Day beamed, yet brought us no alleviation, for the tempeil raged 
with undiminifhed violence. The impetuous winds howled in the fnrouds, dark clouds 
overhanging obfeured the whole horizon, and the fea ran mountain high. Our crew 
were harrafled fo death, the captain dejected, our rigging flack, and our fails in Olivers; 
every thing, in fliort, made us dread exceedingly a night like that we part, while, fpite 
of fo'me reddened clouds in the weft, towards fix in the evening, which we were 
willing to hail as a prefage of a calm, or at leaft an abatement of the tempeft, the 
winds feemed to redouble their force, and a heavy ftorm of rain continued till 
midnight. 

24th Auguft. This morning, though the fea ftil! ran very high, the violence of the 
wind had fomewhat abated : it blew now from the fouth-fouth-eaft. On rifing I dif- 
tinguiflied a gleam of fun-fliine fhooting through fomc light clouds ; and as the day 
advanced the fun fhewed itfelf at intervals, and enabled us to take the latitude at 
noon, which we found to be twenty-fix degrees twenty-eight minutes : our longitude 
was that of the Wcftern-Cape of Maguana, fo that, not with flan ding the ftorm, as 1 had 
pretnifed, we had loft nothing of our longitude, and on the otter hand, had diininifhed 
our latitude by nearly fifty leagues. We fleered eafl-north-cafl f, certainly.a bad 
courl’e, for had we directed the veifel to the fouth, wc fhduld in two days had Maguana 
under our lee, and in three days after might have made the Cape, from which we were 
‘only a hundred-and-twenty leagues dillant. 

* Though I have made l'even voyages at fea, I never was witnefs to fuch dreadful 
weather, unaccompanied with lightning and thunder. The ftorm had driven from us 
moft of the fhoal of colonifts which furrounded our rudder, for of all their number 
remained only two fmall white pilot-fifli, and two large black perch. My parrot, and 
indeed all my birds, foreboded the bad weather by their agitation, fluttering, and 
louder and hoarfer notes than ufual. 1 loft none of them. My jalop fulTered fo much 
as to make me apprehenfive of its peri filing ; but fortunately my infeels-and nopals 
received lefs injury than I expected. My firft objeft was the prcl'ervation of file former, 
for I conjeftured that 1 might meet with nopals in the King’s garden. 

25th Auguft. The wind blowing caft-north-eaft, we ftecred fouth till noon, when 
it appeared by obfervation, wc were in twenty-fix degrees twenty-five minutes, 
and on the meridian of the Caicos. The winds variable and light throughout 
the day. 

26th Auguft. Calms and contrary winds again fettered us to thefefcas : it feemed 
as if we were never to be releafed from our captivity, and as though the captain and 
pilot were in league to prolong it. The laft fault they were guilty of was in not 
making way to leeward by a weft-fouth-vveft courfe: we fhould, it is true, by this 
means have got lower down than Maguana, but by help of the fouth-weft winds, 

* Ma refo tfpcrla ti poco feme • 

Che dorm’ al fuon’ del mar chc freme 
O fill’ prora cantando va. MtT stasio. 

f It fhould be E. S. E. the current running S. W. Trans. 
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which afterwards prevailed, we fhould have recovered our latitude *, and have advanced 
eighty leagues on our way. It certainly was moil vexatious to have been upwards ot 
three months at fek, and have run nearly two thoufand leagues, to fetch a place but 
five hundred leagues in a direft line*from our point of departure. 

At nighthowever we had weftwardly winds, but fo feeble, as alfo on the two following 
days, that we fcarcelv proceeded at tne rate of a league an hour. This however was 
a better fate than befell us on the 29th, when we had a dead calm. 

27th Auguft. At nine in the morning this day we fancied we difeemed a*fhelf, 
a white band thirty toifes long f, was fcen nearly in the dire&ion we were failing. 
Was this the trunk of fome enormous tree, fuch as is fometimes feen in the Gulf of 
Mexico ? Was it fome'veffel which had capfifed J Round it,was feen a number of (harks, 
and Ikinuning about flocked a variety of fea-fowl, whence *1 conje&ured it to be the 
carcale of fome vaft monfter of the fea. The captain, againft my will, as I regretted 
the lofs of fo much precious time, (leered towards it, and approached *it within the 
diftance of thirty fathoms, but at a hundred we already diftinguilhed what it was by 
the putrid fmell it exhaled. One fingle piece of this leviathan*appeared to be fifteen 
fathoms long, befidcs which were feven or eight continuous but disjunct piefces’of 
from two to three fathoms in length: the breadth of it was feven fathoms, and its 
thicknofs, befidcs about three feet which floated out of the water, from fix to feven 
fathoms. It had been rotting, no doubt, a confiderable length of time, for it refembled 
nothing but a hide blown out, mifliapen, and without trace of any form ; the*entrails, 
•floating on the water like the filaments of mollufca;, extended in network the fpace of 
eighty feet: many feparate parts were feen about it at the diftance of about twenty 
fathoms from the main piece: we clearly diftinguifticd the whole to be rotten flelfi 
notwTthHanding a greafy froth of dazzling whitenefs floated all around.""Some parts 
of t he carcafcwerc of a blat*kifh hue. and gore like : the whole undulated irregularly 
with the water, whence I concluded that the bony frame was diffolved, and that, of 
courfe, the monfter muft have long been dead. But again, to what enormous aniiftal 
could thefe vaft relics have belonged ? This it is the province of our illuftrious Pliny** 
to decide, of him to whom is known the whole furprifing volume of nature’s grand 
productions. 

l liis day the k obfervation at noon gave for our latitude twenty-fix degrees twenty- 
one minutes: our longitude was the meridian of Fort Dauphin. 

30th Auguft. Our latitude this day was twenty-five degrees twelve minutes north : 
our longitude that of the Caicos. At fix in the evening, a gale fprang up. During 
the calm, a flock of birds, frigates, gulls, lari, and boobies, availed themfelves of the 
purfuit, on the part of dorados and bonitos of the flying-fifli, to make them in turn their 
prey. The fea was beaten and covered for the fpace of a league by the flying-fifh, 
alternately in the air and the fea, by the bonitos, who purfued them, and the winged 
tribes which caught thefe latter from the lurface. Who has ever feen the king hunt¬ 
ing in the plains of Choify, Mount Rouge, or St. Denis ? Here game enclofed is driven 
from all quarters as into an enclofure: the hunt is a hunt 11b longer, but the field of 
f'port aflaughter-houle; fuch was the hunt of the doradoesand birds. 

The afpett of heaven was through the whole night frightful: here dingy clouds, 
there grey were furrowed by inceffant flafhes of vivid lightning : the wind louth-eaft; 
our courfe fouth-w r eft by weft 

•31ft Auguft. This day we. were unable to take an obfervation: the (ky dill over- 
caft, the wind lefs ftrong, after palling to the fouth again, veered to the call. Ap unfor- 

* It fhould be longitude. Trams. f 190 feet Englifh. f Tiuffon, 
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tunate fwell front the north had prevented our enjoying reft or comfort, whether by day 
or night, for four preceding days. * 

i ft September. This day at noon we found ourfelves in Htitude,twenty-five degrees, 
twenty-four minutes. The wind, conftantly eall-fcuth-eaft, feertted regular, and con¬ 
tinuous. We hoped to fee Maria Juana, called other wife Maguanaj but not focceed- 
ing in our expectations, laid to, for fear of running on the fhallows. s„Some few drops 
of rain fell this day. 

ad September. This morning we proceeded on our courfe at live o’clock, and at 
fix hoifted our fquare fail, or fail of fortune, fteering weft-fouth-weft to make the land; 
At length, at eight o’clock, we perceived to windward fome extremely low lands, 
bounded by reefs, on which .the forges breaking, rofe to upwards of twenty feet: this 
at leaft we computed, as at four leagues off the breakers refembied the laiten fails of 
fifhermen. We thought thefe lands the Caicos, and flattered ourfelves with reaching 
the Cape next* day: the land, however* turned out to be Moguana, as was verified, not- 
withftanding the different opinion of the pilot and captain, our joint obfervations fhewing 
the latitude twenty-two degrees, twenty minutes, the exacl latitude of Moguana. 

So many errors on the part of my conductors encouraged me to offer advice. I re¬ 
commended the captain to run on oppofite racks, in order to double the llenea 0 as to 
windward, feeing we were fteering direft upon them. lie heeded me not, but laid to. 
What was the confequence ? At eight in the morning we faw Little Heneaga: it was 
xniftakert for the Caicos, and we did not change our courfe. At noon, land! land! was 
called out. Some faid it was Tortuga, fome the Main: neither were in the right: it 
was Greater Heneaga, along which we were obliged to coalt from eaft to weft the 
whole afternoon, in order to double it to leeward, with the difiyivantage of a wind in 
oppofition to the currents. 

In coafting along Greater Heneaga, entirely furfounded by ftioals, while from three 
to four leagues from fhorc, we faw bottom a-head : terror now was general, and the 
clamour ufual on fimilar occafions with Spaniards, ferved only to increufe the alarm. 
Scarcely had we time to tack about. This would indeed have been a wreck in port, 
and, thanks to the drunkennefs and inexperience of our pilot, who, notwithftanding, 
reckoned himfdf a very clever fellow, we were in this inftancd^Jaced in greater danger 
than we had experienced before throughout the whole three months of our voyage. 

4th September. The wind blowing itrong from the north-eaft, we kept under fail 
all night, and in the morning, by ten, got fight of the head-lands of St. Domingo. 

At noon I recognized Point Jean Rabel and Gape Foil to the fouthward. I was 
exceedingly affe&ed, for I had reckoned on reaching the Cape that day, which it now 
was impoffiblc we fhould do while the wind blew from the’quarter it did. The vexa-> 
tion prevented my eating any dinner: the captain, noticing this, enquired the caulc 
with much folicitude and kindnefs. I feized the opportunity prdented to me by this 
queftion, to entreat him to land meat Saint Nicholas Mole, offering to pay ail the 
charges of anchorage and port dues his compliance might occafion: he was grieved 
even to tears at the thought. He faid, that the moment was at hand when we muft fe- 
parate. What, obferved I, did you then imagine we were never to part ? Have we 
not through the whole courfe of life conftantly before us examples of reparations in all 
men from every objed of their /ondeft attachment, reparations which every one of 
them but precurfors of others ?. Do we not fee that nothing is durable, nothing 
liable ? Alas, my friend, this is an eftabliflied law to which of neceflity we muft fub- 
mit dither with good-will or per force! You have been kind to me in extreme: the 
talk your gtnerous heart preferibed has been moft amply accomplifhed j would to 

5 Heaven 
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Heaven I weae able to render you ftill more effential ferviees; yes 4 my future talk 
(hall be to Ihew my gratitude by every poflible means. 

The captain liftcned to.reafon, and readily agreed to fteer for the Mole, though ftill 
in melancholy mood. -Soon, however, the pleafure of being on land earlier than he 
expected, and of not having to buffet with the waves for two or three days longer, 
which poffibiy it vy<JuId Jake him to reach the Cape, in cafe the winds Ihould not be¬ 
come more favourable, unruffled his brow, and we entered the bay of the Mole, e#:h 
alike gay and, cheerful: as for me, I was fo pleafingly furprized to fee myfelf on St. 
Domingo, that I rubbed my eyes, and dreaded to wake from a dream. 

My firft care was to wait upon M. de la Valticre, the King’s lieutenant, at Saint 
Nicholas Mole. I informed him who 1 was, and\vhat the &bje& of the*voyage 1 had 
undertaken. He loaded me with kindnel's, fought how to render me fervice by 
every means, and puniflied according to their merits fonTe failors who had given *me, 
caufe of complaint. I had here alfo the good fortune of forming an acquaintance 
with Meffrs. Dunfteville and Dumauoir, of the engineer fervice, who Ihewcd me the 
greatell civility. • * 

l now wrote to the intendant of the colony, but burning with impatience to reach 
Port au Prince, without waiting his anfwer, I availed myfelf of the offer of M. de 
Vaffal to repair thither, in a King’s galley, which he commanded. We failed on the 
17 th September, and on the 25th arrived at Port au Prince. « 

1 he intendant gave me a moll kind and gracious reception : lie ordered payment of 
the o two thouland livres due to me, according to the direction 0 f the miniller; and 
moreover, gave me au appointment under himfelf, with a thoufand crowns a-year. 

ihe pleafure 1 felt at feeing my friends again, the fatigue I endured on my voyage, 
the change of air and diet, all combined, occasioned me a licknefs of more than llx 
weeks duration. * 

As loon as 1 recovered, I wrote to my parents and friends. I forwarded a relation 
of tny voyage to the miniller, and difpatched the firfl fpecimens of the plants I had 
brought from Mexico for the King’s garden ; but all thefe were loft with Captain 
Gillet, on his return from the Cape, whither he had come in the Poftillon of Rochelle, 
with th firft intelligence of ah embargo. 

My Spanilh captain, from whom I thoughtlefsly fepnrated myfelf at the Mole, while 
he was careening his boat, without taking leave, revenged himfelf of my incivility, in a 
manner highly honourable to himfelf, by fending me back a bill for fifty-four dollars, 
which I fen^him before my departure, that is to lay, fourteen to repay advances he had 
made rue, and f«rty which I held it my duty to pay him for my paffage. I much re¬ 
gretted and Hill remember with ihe livelielt all'edion, this excellent and obliging young 
man, whom I never can think of without inquietude, as fince our parting I have*not 
once heard from him, notwithlfamling his promife of correfponding with me. May 
i never hear but good news of this youth, to whom I was indebted for my return 
however accompanied, as it happened to be, with tedious toil and danger! 

• 1 did not enjoy the fweet anting from the fuccefs of my expedition without fame 
itter mingled in the cup. I had effefted a matter of public utility, and could but be¬ 
come a butt for the arrows of envy ; ftill the lhaft which ftruck the deepeft, and caufed 
the greatell pain, was an infinuation attributed to have been circulated by the Spanilh 
captain, by a man fo truly my friend, that 1 had Jlolcn my cochineal . 

t was however impoflible that any fuch like enarge could have been made by the 
captain j for, leparate from his being moft iiffeftionately attached to m<* 1 never had 
t®id hnn lo j but, on the contrary, as was the truth, that I had bought them at four 

* different 
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different places ip Mexico ? andlhavo fuch opinion’of his honour, as to&e iSmine factoid 
as little be guilty of falfehood as of calumny. If it be laid, however, that the captain 
might have committed fuch a double outrage, Jor his own defence, and ip order to 
■di/cu/pate himfclf in the eyes of the Spaniih nation, for being.nn accomplice in carrying 
off the prize, I mult anfwer, that while at the Cape he could nothave,been in«a pre¬ 
dicament requiring fuch procedure; nor even if be were in his own county do 1 
bedieve that any charge on fuch account could be alledged again!! him, fince, how¬ 
ever fevere the laws which prohibit the exportation of dry cocnineal, there are none 
which forbid the tranfport of it alive. There is not, therefore, the flighted likelihood 
that this dart was lanced by the captain; no, it was the poifoncd javelin of a fecret 
enemy, fame foq, to my r tcanqdillity, or rather of-iome infamous mifcreants who'look 
on all that is meritorious only with invidious eyes. 

And after all, can it be imagined, if it had been impoflible for me to have purchafed 
this precious infeft, an infeft I was fo anxious to naturalize in our country, that 1 
fhould endure thfe abortion of my project on account of a falfe and ridiculous delicacy ? 
Meft affuredly I fliould not, any more than a favage coming to France in fearch of 
grain, with whjcli to enrich the land of his birth. 

After fuch an avowal, doubtlefs my teftimony will admit of credit; but more may 
be laid; have I at any time palled with any one for a fool or an ideot ? and fliould I 
dcferve tq be efteemed other in Healing a matter, precious certainly in my eyes, but 
which might be obtained for a mere trifle,and.in thus expoflng myfelf to the attacks, the 
mortification, the obloquy, which mull naturally follow ? In faft, what at the firlt cuflrrai- 
houfe could I have aniwered, on being interrogated, how I had got his produftion ? A 
lie in fuch cafe would not have been lefs dangerous than a ronfeflion hurtful: l .hould 
have been expofed to the lofs of the whole fruit of my travels, and in the eyes of 
Spaniards have incurred an opprobrium more.painful to me than death. 

I think I do not deceive myfelf with refpeft to right and wrong. To have ftolen 
the cochineal would, in my opinion, have been an aft of focial injultice, as far as re¬ 
gards the cultivator whofe garden I might have defpoiled, an injultice which I fought 
to avoid, and l think fuccefsfully; for by buying it, I only committed a wron" againfl: 
the nation from whom 1 bore jt away : now, in my pofition, I regarded myfc.f as the 
prototype of a different nation, on whom nature has bellowed the fame prerogatives, 
the fame right to her favours; and if, after offering payment for the cochineal at what¬ 
ever price might have been impofed, all the Indians to whom I might have applied had 
combined to refufe my requeft, I fliould then have confidered myfelf, as,, in cafe of 
war, abfolved from the reftriftions of focial laws; but in infringing them, in carrying 
away by'llratagem what had been denied to entreaty, I would have compenfated the 
individual towards whom I might be guilty of a real injury, and have covered with 
piafters the ground from which I bore off my prize. ? 

From the fentiments which thus with the utmoft fincerity I have expofed, let it be 
judged * have ought wherewith to reproach myfelf. Were I to decide, from my 
heart fliould 1 gain acquittal; but on a fubjeft fo delicate, and involving myfelf, I mini 
leave with others to decide. 
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